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A  A. 

DAM,  Mr.  .mores  for  the 
infenion  of  a  claufe  in  the 
Traitorous  Correfbondcncc  bill, 
178 — intimates  his  dcfire  to  in-^ 
troduce  a  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  fyftem  of  criminal 
law  in  Scotland,  618 

Ald^atc,  its  inhabitants  prefent  a 
petition,  372 

Ainvinck,  its  inhabitants  prefent  a 
petition,  368 

Afiih-uthcr,  its  inhabitants  prefent 
a  petition,  375 

Appendix,  692 — 701 

Attorney  General  fpeaks  on  the 
fubje^  of  traitorous  corrcfpon- 
dence,  and  moves  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  it, 
7 If  74 — moves  for  its  commit- 
ment, 109 

B. 

Baker,  Mr.  alludes  to  a  libellous 
paragraph  in  a  newfpapcr  called 
**  The  World,"  upon  the  Ma- 
nagers of  the  impeachment 
againft  Mr.  Haflings,  590 

Baibrd,  Mr.  makes  his  report 
concerning  Mr.  Petrie  and  his 
arreft,  71,  95 

Berkeley,  Captain,  difcharged,  on 
paying  his  fees,  at  a  defaultefi 
45 


Birmingham,  petition  from  its  in- 
habitants, 359 

Browne,  Mr.  prefents  a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Foole, 

Budget,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  opens 
his,  47 

Bunbury,  Sir  Charles,  fpeaks, 
and  moves  feveral  refolutions 
concerning  the  regulation  and 
management  of  felons,  607, 
611 

Burch,  Mr.  moves  for  a  lift  of 
the  neceflary  arms  in  the  Tower, 
634        • 

Burke,  Mr.  apologifes  for  his  ab- 

fence,  43 moved  againft  by 

Mr.  Pitt,  that  he  might  be  ta- 
ken into  cudody  as  a  defaulter, 
44 — ^is  excufed,  /W.-— moves 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  confide r  the  ftatc  of  the  im- 
pjcachment  againft  Warren  Haf- 
tings,  Efq,  589-^and  that  the 
Managers  do  prepare  a  ftatc- 
ment  of  the  proceedings  on  th* 
trial,  601 

c. 

Campiie,  its  inhabitants  prefent 

a  petition,  368 
Cavcndifti,  Lord  George  Henry, 

a  a 
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^refenU  a  petition  From  the  in- 
habitants of  Derby,  372 

Commercial  credit,  Report  con- 
cerning ic«  692 

CommiflSoners,, names  of  thofc  ap- 
pointed Co  manage  the  five 
millions  in  aid  of  the  commer- 
cial credit  of  the  country,  369 

Committee  of  Supply,  47,  85— 
of  Ways  and  Means,  156—— 
names  of  gentlemen  compofing 
that  appointed  to  confide r  the 
flateot  the  impeachment  againll 
Mr.  Haftings,  ^Sq 

Convcrfations  refpe<fling  a  motion 
of  adjournment  on  account  of 
the  delayed  appearance  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  i — concerning  Stu- 
art's Divorce  bill,  69 on  the 

point  of  receiving  petitions, 
372,  J 73— on  the  Hurlington 
Hundred  bill,  535 — relative  to 
irregularities  committed  under 
pretence  of  fearching  for  fea- 
mcn,  523-^— on  the  Eaft-India 
Annuity  bill,  547 — on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  for  em- 
powering the  King  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  corn,  647 
—on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Saluf- 
bury  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  better  preventing  of 
bribery  and  corruption  at  the 
election  of  Members  to  fervc 
in  Parliament,  C48 — on  the  re- 
folution  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
that  t:  e  fum  of  675,000!.  be 
Vaifed  by  a  lottery,  549 — rela- 
tive to  the  circumflanceof  poft- 
poning  buftncfs  of  magnitude 
and  public  importance,  586 
Criekliide  eUftion,  report  in  con- 
ff  quencc  of  an  iuveftigation  of 
its  merits,  71 
Curtis,  Mr.  Alderman,  moves  for 
referring  to  a  Committee  ihc 
petition  of  the  City  of  London 
reipcfting  a  duty  upon  coals, 

67 

Cur  wen,  Mr.  prcfcnts  a  petition 

from  the  inhabitants  of  Mon- 
trofe,  374 


D. 

Debates on  the  motion  from 

Mr.  Sheridan  for  an  addrefs  to 
the  Kii^g  for  the  {late  of  com- 
munications received  concern- 
ing fcditioua  pradlice,  2,  35  — 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  affairs  of  India,  40— 
refpc«5tihg  the  abfence  of  Mem- 
bers, and  the  infiicYion  of  pe- 
nalties upon   them  as  defaul- 
ters, 42 — on  the  pdition  of  the 
City  of  London  rcfpcding  the 
duty  on  coal^,  67— on  the  bill 
to  prevent  traitorous  correfpon- 
dence,  71 — in  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  85 — refpe6ting  the  li- 
mitation, regulation,  and  ap- 
plication of  the  produce  of  tolls 
in  bills  for  making  and  main- 
taining navigable  canals,  97— 
concerning  the  Have  trade,  98 
—on  the  (econd  reading  of  the 
traitorous  correfpondcnce  bill, 
99,  no,  151 — in  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means j  1  c6  — 
on   the    traitorous    correlpon- 
denccbill,  165,  168,  175,  176, 
184,  313 — on  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  working  of  the  canals 
in  the  lime  of  the  corn  harveft, 
202 — on  the  bill  to  prevent 
bribery  and  corruption  in  the 
borough  of  Stockbridge,  205, 
210,  ^64— on  Vifcount  Field- 
ing's intended  propolitions  rc- 
fpeding  the  employment  of  the 
militia  abroad,  ^14 — concern- 
ing the  renew  il  of  the  charter 
of    the    Kaft-In.'!.i  Company, 
226,  361 rcfpccling  the  me- 
morial prefented  to  the  States 
General,  284 — concerning  the 
caufes  of  the^cmbarraflinents  of 
commercial  credit,  313,   371, 
34^ — concernihg  the  petition 
frum  the  inhabitants  of  Shef- 
ficl'l,  345 — on  the  fubjc<fl  of  a 
petition  prefented  by  Mr.  Grey 
from  c  ruin  perfons  refidcni  in 
and  neir  London,  375 — on  the 
motion,  from  Mr.  Whitbrcad, 
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tWt  a  Cominmee  be  appointed 
to    inquire   into   certain   fads 
which  took  place  at  Dover  un- 
der the  authority  of  an  order 
of  Council,  527 — on  the  Eail- 
India  Government  and  Trade 
bill,  536— on  the  motion,  from 
Sir  James  Sinclair,  tor  the  cfta- 
blifhment  of  a  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, 550— on  the  bill  for 
regulating  the  government  and 
trade  of  India,  :;^^.  ^65 — on  a 
motion,  from  ^i^.  Wilbcrforce, 
for  the  Houfc  to  rcfolve  itlclf 
into  a  Committee  to  conQder  of 
a  motion   for  preventing  the 
fupply  of  foreign  powers  with 
flaves,  561 — on  the  motion  for 
reading  the  order  of  the  daj 
for  receiving  the  report  of  the 
Committee    for   disfranchiling 
cenain  cle<flors  of  the  borough 
of  Stockbridge,    585— on    a 
.mellage  from  the  Lords  rela- 
tive  to   proceeding   upon  the 
trial  of  Mr,  Haftings,  587—- 
on  another  meifage  propofed  to 
be  fent  for  deferring  the  trial, 
592, 600^ — on  the  motion,  from 
Mr.  Burke,  that  the  Managers 
do  prepare  a  Aatement  of  their 
proceedings  on  the  trial,  601 — 
on  the  motion  of  Mr,  VVharton 
rcfpe£ling  the  exercifc  of  the 
executive  authority,  612 — on 
the  Farnham  Hop  bill,   6ao, 
6^2— on  the   motion  of   Mr. 
<yrey  that  the  proceedings  on 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Hailings  might 
be  poftponed   until    the   next 
fcfiion  of  Parliament,  621 — on 
the  motion,  from  Mr.  Burch, 
for  a  lift  of  the  neceflary  arms 

in  the  Tower,  634 on  the 

motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread  that 
a  paragraph  in  a  newfpaper 
called  **  The  World  "  contains 
reflections  of  a  very  grofs  and 
fcan^Ious  nature,  and  is  a  li- 
bel on  the  Managers  appointed 
by  the  Houfe  to  conduct  the 
impeachment  depending  again  ft 


Governor  Haftings,  637-*eA 
the  motion,  from  Mr.  Fox» 
for  an  addrefs  to  the  King  to 
pray  that,  taking  certain  cir- 
cumftances  into  con  tide  ration, 
he  would  employ  nKafurcs  for 
procuring  |>cace  on  terms  con« 
liftent  with  the  profefled  ob- 
je6ts  of  the  war,  664. 
Derby,  its  {inhabitants  prefent  a 

petition,  372 
Diviiions — on  the  point  of  cither 
exculing  or  punifiiing  defauU 
tcrs,  44-«on  the  commitment 
of  the  petition  from  the  Citjr 
of  London  rcfpeding  a  duty 
upon  coals,  69 — on  a  claufe  in 
Stuart's  divorce  bill,  jo — on  a 
motion  concerning  tne  appli- 
cation of  tolls  in  navigable  ca- 
nal bills,  97  —  on  the  gueftioa 
for  going  into  a  Committee  on 
the  traitorous  correijpondenoe 
bill,  119  —  on  a  queition  rela- 
tive   to    the    prefervation   or 
omiftion  of  words  in  the  claufe 
of  the  traitorous  corrcfpondence 
bill  which  makes  it  treafon  to 
procure  fome  panicularly  enu- 
merated articles,  i56*-on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Pitt  for  raifing 
4,500,000!.  by  annuities,  163— 
on  leaving  out  certain  words  in 
;i  claufe  of  the  traitorous  cor- 
rcfpondence bill,   166 — on  an 
amendment  in  another  claufe, 
167,    171 — on  a  motion,  from 
Mr.  Adam,  for  bringing  up  a 
claufe  in  the  traitorous  corre- 
fpnndence  bill,    184 — on  the 
pairing  of  this  bill,    201— on 
the  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  prevent  bribery  at 
the  future  eledUon  of  Members 
to    ferve    in    Parliament   for 
Stockbridge,  208 — on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Sheridan  refpeAing 
the  memorial  prefented  by  the 
Britifli  and  Imperial  Minifters 
to  the  States  General,  313 — 
on  a  refolution  concerning  the 
government  and  trade  of  India, 
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^^^'^■'■on  the  point  of  receiving 
the  Sheffield  petition,  350,  and 
alfo  the  Birnungham  petition, 
360— on  the  Stockbridge  inca- 
pacitating bill,  365— on  a  mo- 
tion, from  Mr,  Stanley,  for  the 
adjournment  of  a  debate,  413 
—on  the  cjucflion  for  referring* 
the  petition  prefented  by^Mr. 
Grey  from  certain  perfons  refi- 
dcnt  in  and  near  London,  C07 
—on  motions,  from  Mr.  Vvil- 
bcrforce,  refpecting  the  Have 
trade,  540,  541 — on  a  claufe 
to  enable  the  King  to  appoint 
two  additional  Commiilionerft 
for  the  management  of  the  af- 
fairs of  India,  g6 1 -—on  the  mo« 
tion,  from  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfclf 
into  a  Committee  to  confider  of 
a  motion  for  preventing  the 
fiipply  of  foreign  powers  with 
fiaves,  561,  563— ^on  a  claufe 
in  the  Eait-India  bill,  568,  571, 
583 — on  the  motion  for  reading 
the  order  of  the  day  for  receiv- 
ing the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  bill  for  disfranchi- 
fmg  certain  elecftors  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Stockbridge,  586 — 
on  a  motion  for  deferring  the 
continuance  of  the  trial  of  Mi*. 
Haftings  to  a  future  day,  6oo 
—on  other  fimilar  motions,  606 
—oil  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whar- 
ton rcfpeifting  the  excrcife  of 
the  executive  authority,  616 — " 
on  a  pn)|>oIition  from  Mr.  Eft- 
wick  to  compenfate  perfons 
who  may  fuflain  loflcs  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  flave  bill  paf- 
fing  into  a  law,  617— on  the 
motion,  from  Mr.  Grey,  that 
the  proceedings  on  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Haftings  n'j^y  be  poftpo- 
ued  until  the  next  feltion  of 
Parliament,  628 — on  the  mo- 
lion  of  Mr,  Dundas  for  a  delay 
in  proceeding  upon  the  trfial  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  632— on  the 
motion  for  a  Committee  on  the 


flave  bill,  637 — on  the  motion^ 
in  the  debate  on  the  condu6l  of 
the  Archbilhop  of  York,  for 
an  adjournment,  649 — on  the 
motion  of  Mr,  Fox  to  addreft 
the  King,  and  pray  that,  ta- 
king certain  circumftances  into 
confideration,  he  would  employ 
meafures  for  procuring  peaca 
on  terms  confiftent  with  the 
profeflcd  objedts  of  the  war, 
687 

Dumbarton,  petition  prcfented 
from  it,  374 

Duncomb,  Mr.  pre fents  a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Shef- 
field, 345 

Dundas,  Mr.  Sec.  moves  feveral 
(paffing)  refolutions  with  re- 
rpe<f)  to  the  finances  and  expen- 
dirrre  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, 35 — delivers  a  meflagc 
from  the  King  concerning  the 
employment   and   pay  of    his 

electoral  troops,  iild, pro- 

pofes  his  refolutions  on  the  fub- 
jc6l  of  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
253 — fpeaks,  and  moves,  as  a 
rcfolution  of  the  Committee, 
that  the  duties  now  payable  on 
coals,culm,and  cinders,  brought 
coaftways  into  any  port  or  ports 
of  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland,  do  ceafe,  deter- 
mine, and  become  no  longer 
paid,  543  — moves  for  a  delay 
in  proceeding  upon  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Hadings,  632— moves,  in 
a  debate  on  the  condu(5l  of  the 
Archbifliop  of  York,  that  the 
Houfe  do  adjourn,  641— 
move§  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  regulating  and  orderiiig 
a  militia  in  Scotland,  65 1 

Dundee  prefents  a  petition  for  a 
reform,  45 

Dunleven,  its  inhabitants  prefent 
a  petition,  368 

Durham,  petition  from  its  iqjia* 
bitants  360 
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E. 

Edinburgh ,  petition  prefented 
from  it.  374 

Elliot,  Mr.  brings  up  and  flates 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Stockbridge  election,  94— 
moYcs  for  a  bill  to  prevent  in 
future  bribery  and  corruption 
in  the  ele£^iou  of  Members  to 
Icnre  in  Parliament  for  that 
borough,  94,  96 — moves  for 
reading  the  order  of  the  day 
for  receiving  the  report  of  the 

,  Committee  on  the  bill  for  dif- 
francbifing  certain  eledtors  of 
Stockbridge,  585 

Erikine,  Mr.  prefenta  a  pe^tition 
from  the  inhabiunts  of  Hud- 
dersfieldy  374 

F. 

Farnham  hop  bill,  debate  con- 
cerning it,  632 

Fox,  Mr.  prefents  a  petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  VVellminfter, 
praying  to  be  relieved  from 
the  additional  duties  on  coals, 

•  40 — moves,  in  a  debate  on  the 
queflion  that  the  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  commerce  and  trade 
of  India  be  read  a  third  time, 
an  amendment,  propoiing  that, 
instead  of  the  words  "  onc- 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,**  *  the  words  **  fourth 
of  March,  one  thou  fa  nd  feven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  "  be 
infened,  being  four  years,  the 
fame  period  which  he  (Mr. 
Fox)  had  fixed  upon  as  necef- 
iary  in  making  an  experiment 
under  his  own  bill,  574 — gives 
notice  of  his  dcterrainution  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  prefcnt  war,  and  to  move 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  reafon 
for  its  continuance  on  our  part, 
after  the  objed  for  which  wc 
entered  into  it  was  obtained, 
637 — fpeaka  and  moves  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  King,  praying 
that,  takii^g  certain  circum* 
fiances  into  conlideration,  he 
would   employ   meafures   for 


procuring  peace  on  terms  obn- 
liflent  with  the  profefled  objeds 
of  the  war,  652,  664  / 

Francis,  Mr.  prefents  a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  London 
and  Weftminller,  372 

G. 

Gafcoyne,  Mr.  prefents  a  petition 
from  the  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion of  Liverpool  refpcd^ing 
the  ftagnation  of  trade,  308 

Glafgow  prefents  a  petition  for  a 
reform  in  Parliament,  45,  367 

Grey,  Mr.  prefents  a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Aln- 
wick, 368,  and  from  certain 
perfons  in  and  near  London, 
375 — moves  that  this  laft  be 
referred  to  a  Committee,  386 
— fpeaks,  and  moves  for  port-  ' 
poning  the  proceedings  on  the 
trial  of  iVIr.  Haftings  until  the 
next  feffion  of  Parliament,  621 
624    , 

H. 

Hamilton,  its  inhabitants  prefent 

a  petition,  368 
Hailings,  Governor,  debates  and 

motions  relative  to  his  trial, 

5871  S9^»  591*  S9h  600,  6oj, 
621,  628,  632 

Heathfield,  Lord,  motion  for  e- 
redting,  in  St.  Paul's  Cathe- 
dral, a  monument  to  his  me- 
mory, 652  ' 

Hobart,  Mr.  prefents  a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Nor- 
wich, 372 — moves  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  permit  goods 
and  commodities  ot  ihe  growth 
and  manufaduie  of  Afia,  Afri- 
ca, and  America,  legally  im- 
ported into  Ireland,  tb  be  im- 
ported from  thence,  under  cer- , 
tain  regulations,  into  Great 
Britain,  546 

Huddersfield,  petition  prefented 
from  it,  374 

Hurlington  Hundred  bill,  con- 
verfation  refpedting it,  535 

Hufley,  Mr.  moves  fox  an   ad- 
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jaurnment  of  tlie  debate  on  the 
Stockbridge  Bribery  bill,  204 

I. 
JckyU,  Mr:  moves  for  printing 

a  report  concerning  falaries  and 

fees  of  office,  650 
Irvine,  petition  prcfcntcd  from  it, 

374- 


Kenfington,  Lord,  apologifes  for 
his  abfcnce,  43 — is  cxcufed, 
ihid. 

King,  motion  it^va  Mr.  Sheridan 
to  addrefs  him  for  the  commu- 
nications concerning  feditioua 
pradUccs,  19 — fends  a  meflage 
to  the  Houfe  refpedting  the  cfti- 
mateof  the  charge  attending  the 
employment  of  his  Electoral 
troops  for  the  afliltance  of  the 
States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces,  35 — motion  from 
Mr.  Sheridan,  to  addrefs  him 
for  a  copy  of  the  memorial  pre- 
iented  to  the  States  General  hy 
the  Britifli  and  Imperial  Mini- 
flers,  219 — ^and  farther  upon 
this  fubje(5t,  299 — ^motion  from 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  to  addrefs 
him  for  an  eftablifliment  of  a 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Im- 
provement, 544 — fends  a  mef- 
fege,  by  Mr.  ritt,  relative  to 
the  farther  continuance  of  the 
peniion  in  the  family  of  Lord 
Rodney,  J91— motion,  from 
Mr.  Windham,  to  addrefs  him 
for  a  compenfation  to  Mr. 
Mudge,  as  a  reward  for  his  in- 
vention for  the  improvement  of 
time-keepers,  652— -from  Sir 
Watkin  Lewes,  to  pray  that 
he  would  order  monuments  to 
be  created  to  the  memory  of 
Lords  Rodney  and  Heathfield, 
652 — motion,  from  Mr.  Fox, 
to  addrefs  him,  and  pray  that, 
taking  certain  circumflances 
into  confide  ration,  he  would 
employ  meafures  for  procuring 
peace  on  terms  confident  with 
the  preiclTed  obje£U   of  the 


war,  664— his  fpeech  on  pro- 
roguing the  Parliament,  689 
Kirkintullock,  its  inhabitants  pn- 
feat  a  petition,  369 

L. 

Lambton,  Mr.  prefentsa  petjttoti 
from  the  city  of  Durham,  360' 
—and  from  the  inhabitant*  of 
the  county  of  Perth,  374 

Lanark  prefeni^  a  pctiuon  for  a 
reform,  45 

Linlithgow,  county  of,  petitaon 
from  its  inhabitants,  37 j 

Liverpool,  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion of,  prefent  a  petition  rcla* 
tive  to  tne  ftagnation  of  com- 
merce, 208— converfation  re-' 
fpe6Hng  its  credit  bill,  369 

London  and  Weftminfter,  their 
inhabitants  prefent  a  petition^ 
37a— -another  petition  pre- 
lented  from  certain  perfons  in 
or  near  it,  praying  for  a  reform 
in  Parliament,  375 

Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  fpcaks 
and  moves  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  requiring  an  oath  of  ab« 
juration  and  declaration  from 
His  Majefty*8  Roman  CathoUc 
fubje£ts  in  Scotland,  224 

M. 
Macleod,  Colonel,  preients  a  pe- 
tition, from  Dundee,  for  a  re* 
fbrm,  4< — and  another  from 
Kirkintullock,  369,  —and  o-' 
thers  from  the  inhabitants  of 
£di  nburgh,  I  rvi  ne,  St  ratha  ven  , 
county  of  Roxburgh,  Linlith- 
gow,  and  Anftruther,    374— 

37S 

Memorial  prefented  by  the  Britifh 
and  Imperial  Miniders  to  the 
States-General,  287 

Merchants  prefent  a  petitioa 
again  ft  the  prohibition  of  in« 
furance  of  mips  and  goods  be- 
longing to  the  French,  184 

Minority,  lift  of  that  on  the  nuH 
tion  of  Mr.  Grey,  for  a  refonn 
In  Parliament,  j88 

Montrofe,  petition  froQ»  its  inha- 
bitauta,  374 
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Motions  from  Mr.  SheriJan  for 
aa  addreTs  to  the  King  for  the 
fiate  of  comniunicaiions  receiv- 
ed concerning  fcditious  prac- 
tices, 19 — from  Mr.  G:enville, 
for  taking  defaulters  into  the 
cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms, 
42 — from  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor, 
to  cxcufc  the  abfc.i.e  of  Lord 
Kenfington,    43  —  frnm    Mr. 
Pit:,  for  taking^ Mr.  Burke  in- 
to cuftody,    on  account  of  ab- 
fcncc,  44 — from  Mr.  Wi Ibra- 
him, tor  excufing  Mr,  Bur!i.', 
44-^from   Mr.  Sheridan,    for 
the  difch.irge  of  Sir   William 
Yount::,  Mr.  Clement  Taylor, 
and  Captain  Berkeley,  on  pay-- 
ing  their  fees,  45 — from   Mr. 
AlJermao  Cunis,  for  referring 
to  a  Cemmittee  the  petition  of 
the  city  of  London,  refpe^ting 
a  duty  upon  .coal»,  67  — from 
the  Attorney  General,  for  leave 
to  bring  in   a   bill  to  prevent 
traitorous  correfpondcnce,    74 
• — ^from  Mr.  Elliot,  for  a  bill 
to  prevent,  in  future,    bribery 
and  corruption,  at  the  clc(^ion 
of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
ment  for    Stockbridge,    94— 
from  Mr.  Baftard,  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  Mr.  Petrie  out  of  the 
cuftody  of  the  Sheriff  of  Mid- 
dlcfes,  95 — from  the  Attorney 
General  for   the  commitment 
of  the  Traitorous  Correfpon- 
dcnce bill,  109 from  Mr. 

Shciidan,  that  the  feveral  pe- 
titions on  the  fubje£l  of  a  re- 
form in  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  tiie  Royal  boroughs  of 
Scotland  (liould  he  refeircd  to  a 
Commit  tee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
149 — from  Mr.  Sheridan,  that 
the  feveral  Petitions  prcfcnted 
to  the  Hbuic,  during  the  p re- 
lent fcffion,  and  the  papers  and 
accounts  prefented  during  for- 
mer fcffions,.  refpefting  the  in- 
Cenial  government  of  the  Roy- 
al boroughs  of  Scotland,^iould 
be  referred  to  a  Committee,  to 
ci&aiuli  the    matter    therein 


contained,  and  to  repprt"  there- 
upon to  the  Houfe,  150— from^ 
Mr.  Pitt,  for  railing  4,  ^oo,dool. 
by  annuities,  i^c^ — from.  Mr. 
Sheridan,  for  laying  before  the 
Houfe  the  communication  be- 
tween the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  commif- 
fioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
narional  debt,  and  thc.reafons 
allignrd  bv  them  for  not  hav- 
ing demr\  y\:d  the  right  of  fub- 
fcribmg  ;o  the  prefent  loan, 
164- — from  Mr,  Adam,  for 
the  iafertion  of  a  claufc  in  the 
Traitorous  Correfpondcnce  bill, 

178 from   Mr.  Hulfey,  for 

an  adjournment  of  the  debate 
on  the  Stockbridge  bribery  bill, 
204— from  Mr.  Gafcoyne,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en* 
able  the  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion of  Liverpool  to  raife  cer- 
tain fums  of  money  on  their 

negociable  notes,  209 from 

Mr.  Sheridan,  to  addrefs  the 
King  for  a  copy  of  the  me'mo- 
ricil  prefented  to  the  States 
General  by  the  Britifti  and 
Imperial  Minifters,  219 — from 
the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land, for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  requiring  an  oath  of  abju- 
ration and  declaration  from  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  Scotland, 

224 from    Mr.    Windham, 

relative  to  the  principles  of  Mr- 
MuJge's  Tim? "piece,  314—— 
from  Mr.  Chancellor  Pirt,  to 
enable  his  Majefty  to  dir«(£l 
Exchequer  bills  to  he  iifued 
for  the  purpofe  of  relieving  the 
cmbarraffments  of  commercial 
credit,  323— -from  General 
Smith,  for  cxtrnTls  of  corre- 
fpondence  between  the  Prefi- 
dent  and  Council  of  Fort  Saint 
George,  and  the  Diret^ors  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  367 
-—from  Mr.  Grey,  for  refer- 
ring to  a  Committee  a  petition 
from  certain  pcrfuns  refidentt  in 
or  near  London,  386— ^from 
Mr.  Stanley  to  adjourn  a  dc- 
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bate,  413—from  Mr.  Whit- 
brcad,  thac  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  cer- 
tain fatts  which  took  place  aj 
Dover,  under  the  authority  of 

an  order  of  Council,  527 

from  Mr.  Wilbcrforce,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  abo- 
lifhing  the  trade  carried  on  by 
Englifh  merchants  for  fupply- 
ing  foreign  territories  with 
ilavcs,  539 — and  for  l<5ilve  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  limiting  and 
regulating  the  importation  of 
flaves  to  the  Britidi  colonies  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  for  a  time  to 
be  limited,  54.0 — from  Mr. 
Dundas,  as  a  rcfolution  of  the 
Committee,  that  the  duties 
now  payable  on  coals,  culm 
and  cinders,  broiight  coaftwife, 
into  any  port  or  ports  of  that 
part  of'  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  do  ceafe,  determine, 
and   become   no  longer  paid, 

543 from  Sir  John  Sinclair, 

to  nddrefs  the  King  for  an  «fla- 
blifliment  of  a  board  cf  agri- 
culture and  internal  improve- 
ment, 544 — from  Mr.  Ho!  rt, 
for  leave  to  hi\,\^  in  a  I  ill  to 
permit  goods  and  commodities 
of  the  growth  and  manufacture 
of  Afia,  Africa,  or  America, 
legally  imported  into  Ireland, 
to  be  imported  from  thence, 
under  certain  regulations,  into 
Great  Britain,  546 — from  Mr. 
Salilbury  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  better  prevention 
of  bribery  and  corruption  at 
the  elcdion  of  members  to  fcrve 
in  Parliament,  548 — from  Mr. 
Pitt,  for  raifing,  by  a  lottery, 
the  fum  of  675,000!.  549— 
from  Sir  John  Sinclair,  on  the 
fubjcdt  ofa  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, 5C0— from  Mr.  Wilber- 
force,  for  the  lioufe  to  refolve 
itfelfinto  a  Committee,  tocon- 
lider  of  a  motion  for  prevent- 
ing the  fupply  of  foreign  pow- 
ers with  Haves,  561,  563 

from  Mr.  Foz,  on  a  claufe  in 


the  Eaft-India  bill,  574— from 
Mr.  Elliot,  for  reading  the 
order  of  the  day  for  receiving 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  bill  for  disfranchilir.g  cer- 
tain electors  of  the  borough  of 
Stockbridge,  585 — from  Mr, 
Burke  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Comraitree  to  confidcr  the  flat^ 
of    the    impeachment    againft 

Governor  Haftin^s,    589 

from  Mr.  Townftiend,  on  the 
fubjc"^  of  poftponing  the  trial, 
592,  6co— from  Mr.  Burke» 
that  the  Managers  do  prepare  a 
ftatement  of  their  proceedings 
on  the  trial,  601 — from  Mr. 
Wharton,  refpeding  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  Executive  authority, 
616— from  Mr.  Grey,  that  the 
proceedings  on  the  trial  of  Go- 
vernor Haftings  be  poflponcd 
until  the  next  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, 624 — from  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Dundas,  for  a  (hort  delay 
in  the  proceeding,  6ri2 — from 
Mr.  Burch,  for  a  lill  of  the 
neceffary  arms  in  the  Tower, 
634— —from  Mr.  Whitbread, 
that  a  paragraph  in  a  newfpa- 
per,  called  **  The  World,'* 
contains  rcflecftions  of  a  very 
grofs  and  fcandalous  nature, 
and  is  a  libel  on  the  Managers 
appointed  by  the  fioufe  to  con- 
duct the  impeachment  depend- 
ing againfl  Governor  HaWings, 
638 — from  Mr.  Secretary  Dun- 
da^,  on  the  preceding  occaiion, 
'  that  the  Houl'e  do  adjourn,  641 
— from  Mr.  Jekyll,  for  print- 
ing a  report  concerning  falaries 

and  fees  of  office,  650 from 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  for 
leave  to  bring  m  a  bill  for  regu- 
lating and  ordering  a  militia 
in  Scotland,  651 — from  Mr. 
Windham,  to  addrefs  the  King 
for  a  compenfation  to  Mr, 
Mudge,  as  a  reward  for  his  in« 
vention  for  the  improvement  of 

time-keepers,  6j2 from  Sit 

Watkin  Lewes,  to  addrefs  the 
King,  and  pray  that  he  would 
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^ivc  dirc^oni  for  raifing  a  mo- 
numenty  in  the  cathedral  of  St. 
PauU  to  the  memory  of  Lord 
Rodoey,  and  another  alfo  to 
the  memory  of  Lord   Hcath- 

ficld,  652 From  Mr.  Fox, 

for  an  addrcfs  to  the  King,  pray- 
ing that,  taking  certain  circum- 
flances  into  confideration,  he 
would  employ  meafures  for 
procuring  peace  on  terms  con- 
fident with  the  profeffed  ob- 
jc^s  of  the  war,  66*4. 
Imidge,  Mr.,  motion  for  a  com- 
penfation  to  him,  as  a  reward 
for  his  invention  for  the  im- 
provement of  time-keepers,  652 

N. 

Nanies  of  the  Members  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  invef- 
tigate  the  feveral  matters  in  the 
petitions  rcfped^ing  the  internal 
governmentofthe  Royal  burghs 
of  Scotland,  150 

Norwich,  its  inhabitants  prefent 
a  petition,  ^yz 

Nottingham,  its  inhabitants  pre- 
fent a  petition  again  11  the  war, 

O. 

Opinions  of  the  Seledl  Committee 
on  commercial  credit,  692 


Paiflcy,  petition  from  its  inhabi- 

tants»  374       ^ 
Parliamentary  reform,  debates  on 

Mr.  Grey's  motion,  J75 
Perth,  county  of,  petition  from 

its  inhabitants,  374 
Petitions  prelcnted,  45,  176,  184, 

208,  210,  345*  3S9»  3^0*368, 

a^»  37.^  373*  374.  375—^^ 
Converfations  on  the  pomt  of 

receiving  them,  372,373 

Copy  of  thatprefented  by  Mr. 
Grey,  C09 
Pctric,  Mr.  applies  to  the  Crick- 
lade-Ele^ion  Committee  to  be 
relieved  from  his  arrcfls,  71^ 

95 
Pitt,  Mr.  Chancellor,  mores  that 

Mr.  Borke  be  taken  into  cttf- 


tody,  as  a  defaulter,  44— 
Speaks,  and  moves  a  firfl  refo- 
lution  in  a  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply? 47»  57 moves  that  the 

fum  of  4,500,000!.  be  raifed 
by  annuities,  1^9 — moves  to 
enable  His  Majcfty  to  caufe 
Exchequer  bills  to  be  iffucd 
for  the  purpofe  of  relieving  the 
embarraflmcnts  of  public  cre- 
dit, 323 — moves  that  the  fum 
of  675,0001.  be  raifed  by  a  lot- 
tery, 549— delivers  a  meflfagc 
from  the  King,  relative  to  the 
farther  continuance  of  the  pen- 
fion  in  the  family  of  Lord  Rod- 
ney, 591 

Poole,  its  inhabitants  prefent  a 
petition,  372 

Powys,  Mr.  moves  for  leave  to 
bnng  in  a  bill  for  limiting,  re- 
gulating, and  applying  the 
produce  of  tolls  in  bilfsfor  mak- 
ing and  maintaining  n^vi^able 
canals,  9;  n 

R. 

Rodney,  Lord,  mcflage  delivered 
by  Mr.  FItt  from  the  King,  re- 
lative to  the  farther  continuance 
of  the  pcnlion  in  his  family,  591 
—proceedings  thereupon,  6 t6 
— motion  for  ercdlingi  in  the 
Cathedral  Church  of  St,  Paul, 
a  monument  to  his  memory, 
652 

Rofe,  Mr.  moves  for  writs,  687 

Roxburgh,  county  of,  petition 
from  Its  inhabitants,  37; 

Ruffel,  Lord  William,  calls  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
ncceflity  of  bringing  forward  a 
bill  for  making  alterations  in 
the  a^  enabling  His  Majefly  to 
appoint  Juflices  of  the  Peace, 
688 

S. 

Sheffield,  petidon  from  its  inha« 
bitants,  ^45 

Sheridan,  Mr.,  fpeaks  and  moves 
for  an  addrefs  to  the  King  for 
the  (late  of  communications  re* 
ceived,  concerning  feditioua 
practices,  2,  19 — ^movesforihe 
difchargc  of  Sir  Wra.  YouiSfe 

h  a 
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Mr.  Clement  Taylor,  and  Cap- 
tain Berkeley,  defaulters,  on 
paying  their  fees,  45— prefents 
petitions    from   Glafgow   and 

Lanark  for  a  reform,  45 

fpeaking  on  the  fubje».%  moves 
that  the  feveral  petitions  on  the 
fubje6t  of  a  reform  in  the  in- 
ternal government  of  the  Royal 
boroughs  of  Scotland,  ihould 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whoje  Houfe,  149 — moves 
that  the  feveral  petitions  prc- 
fented  to  the  Houfe  during  the 
prefent  fclHon,  and  the  papers 
and  accounts  prcfcnted  during 
former  fcdions,  refpedling  the 
internal  government  of  the 
Royal  boroughs  qf  Scotland, 
fhould  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, to  examine  the  matter 
therein  contained,  and  to  report 
thereupon  to  the  Houfe,  1 50 — 
moves,  after  fome  remarks,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
the  communication  between  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Conlmiffioners  for  the 
redudion  of  the  National  debt, 
and  the  reafonsaflignedby  them 
for  not  having' demanded  the 
right  of  fubfcribing  to  the  pre- 
fent loan,  164 fpeaks,  and 

moves   for   an   addrcfs  to  the 

*  King,  praying  that  he  would 
give  directions  for  laying  be- 
fore the  Hjufe  a  copy  of  a  me- 
morial prcfented  to  the  States 
General  by  the  Britiili  and  Im- 

'  perial  Miniflcrs,  219 — fpeaks, 
and  moves  for  an  addrcfs  to 
His  Ma  jelly  on  the  fubjeCt  of 
the  above  memorial,  284,  299 
— prcfents  petitions  from  Glaf- 
gow and  Dunlcvcn,  367,  368 
— prcfents  a  petition  from  Dun- 
4ec,  374 
Sinclair,  Sir  John,  fpeaks,  and 
moves  to  addrcfs  the  King  for 
an  eftabliihment  of  a  Board  of 
Agriculture'  and  internal  im- 
provement, 544 — amoves  that 
the  order  of  the  day  for  rcfum- 
ing  the  adjourned  acbate  on  the 


Board  of  Agriculture  be  read, 

Slave  Trade,  debate  conceroHig 
it,  98 

Smith,  General,  moves  for  cx- 
tra^Sts  of  corrcfpondence  be- 
tween the  Prcfident  and  Coun- 
cil of  Fort  Saint  George  and 
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In  the  THIRD  SESSION  of  the 
Seventeenth  Parliament  of  Grbat  Britain^ 

Appointed  to  be  holden  at  Westminster^ 
On  Thursday  the  25tb  of  November,  179a 


Monday^  ^th  March^  ^793* 

ZjlFTER  the  private  bufinefs,  which  chiefly  confifted  in  re- 
oeiviog  excufes  from  thcLMembers  who  could  not  attend  the 
pall^  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  into 
confideration  was  called  for,  and  that  gentleman  was  not  pre- 
fcnt. 

Mr«  LAMBTON  faid»  that  his  honourable  friend  had  been 
informed  that  the  excufes  would  take  up  from  four  to  fix 
o'docki  and  therefore  he  did  not  feel  it  neceffary  to  attend 
before  that  time. 

After  waiting  a  few  minutes,  Mr,  THORNTON  rofe  t<t 
mofe  that  the  Houfe  (hould  adjourn.  He  felt  the  utmoft  re* 
fped  for  the  honourable  gentleman ;  but  fttU  he  thought  thaC 
Houfe  (hould  not  be  kept  waiting  for  any  individual. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  could  not  pretend  to  juftify  his.honour- 
thle  friend  for  not  attending  at  the  proper  time>  nor  would  h$ 
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oppofe  the  motion  of  adjournment :  he  thought  it  was  a  prece- 
dent of  punftuality  which  it  would  be  very  proper  to  efta- 
blifh  ;  but  he  hoped,  in  carrying  it  into  execution,  no  partia- 
lity would  be  (hewn,  and  that  no  perfon,  whatever  his  fitua- 
tion  might  be,  (hould  have  any  claim  upon  the  indulgence  of 
the  Houfe  after  the  time  appointed  for  public  bufinefs  to  cbm^ 
mence. 

Sir  HARRY  HOUGHTON  contended  that  an  exception 
fhould  be  made  in  favour  of  His  Majedy's  Minifters, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  appealed  to  the  Houfe  whether  he 
had  ever  failed  in  punduality  during  the  prefent  fefTion  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time,  he  faid,  that  bufinefs  of  an  unforefeen  nature 
did  fometimes  fo  occur,  which  mud  render  it  impoflible  for 
Minifters  to  be  fo  very  exa£k.  —  [Mr.  Sheridan  entering  the 
Houfe  at  that  moment,  the  order  of  the  day  was  read.] 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  begged  a  thoufand  pardons  for 
having  kept  the  Houfe  waiting  fo  long ;  but  he  underftood 
that  the  Houfe  were  to  be  occupied  in  receiving  excufes  from 
Members  for  abfence  on  the  day  of  call,  and  that  that  bufinefs 
would  not  be  over  until  after  fix  o'clock.  He  had  been  fk>pped 
too  on  his  way  by  upwards  of  fifty  petitions,  which  had  been  ' 
put  into  his  hands,  from  the  Royal  Burghs  of  Scotland,  refpec* 
ting  their  internal  government,  and  he  (hould  beg  leave  to  pre- 
fent them  to-morrow,  and  he  hoped  for  the  attendance  of  the 
Houfe,  and  particularly  that  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Dundas),  who  had  fuch  a  (hare  in  the  former  difcuf- 
fions  upon  that  fubjed.  He  fhould  now  proceed  to  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  motion  which  he  intended  prefently  to  fubmit  to 
the  Houfe,  the  objcft  of  which  would  be  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  reports  of  fedition  in  this 
country — reports,  whatever  fome  might  think  of  them,  he  was 
fure  were  calamitous  in  their  cfFeSs  to  this  country,  and  might 
become  more  fo,  if  not  checked  in  time.  He  (hould  not  at* 
tempt  to  prove,  in  this  place,  that  there  ntsvex  exifted  any  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  for  apprehending  the  danger  of  the  fedition,  or 
that  there  had  not  been  any  a£l  of  infurrcSion  in  any  part  of 
the  kingdom,  to  warrant  the  propagation  of  fuch  reports:  it 
was  well  known  that  there  never  was  any  thing  of  that  fort  of 
confequence  enough  to  merit  the  defcription  which  had  been 
givea  oi  it,  or  to  create  ihe  alarm  which  followed  \  at  leaft 
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that  was  the  opinion  he  had  formed  upon  the  fubjeA.  How« 
ever,  he  perhaps  might  be  obliged  to  retrafl  that  opinion  in 
ccxifequence  of  the  proofs  that  might  be  brought  forward  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  for  which  he  intended  to 
move  ;  if  that  (hould  happen  to  be  the  cafe,  he  (hould  be  glad 
to  fee  that  Minifters  had  only  done  their  duty  in  fprcading  an 
alarm  at  a  time  of  real  danger,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  praife 
them  for  their  vigilance,  however  he  might  deplore  the  necef- 
fity  that  gave  it  birth.  When  he  faid  he  (hould  move  for  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  thofe  things,  he  did  not  wiih  to  fay 
any  thing  upon  the  efFeS  of  fuch  inquiry  at  prefcnt ;  his  ob- 
jed  was  to  know  in  what  fituation  this  country  really  was,  and 
alfo  to  know  whether  the  language  made  ufe  of  by  His  Ma- 
jcfly's  Minifters  upon  the  fubjedl  of  fedition,  confpiracy,  ^nd 
treafon,  was  not  at  leaft  premature  at  the  time  it  was  uttered, 
and  confequently  that  nothing  had  happened  in  this  country 
that  could  juftify  Government  in  the  (Icps  they  had  taken,  and 
the  proceedings  they  inftituted ;  at  prefent,  however,  he  had 
the  laiisfaflion,  as  he  really  believed  the  Houfe  had,  of  think- 
ing that  thefc  reports  were  ill  founded  :  to  remove  all  doubt, 
however,  upon  that  fubjeS,  and  to  obtain  complete  informa- 
tion, were  the  objedls  of  his  motion.  Parliament  met  early 
in  December  laft,  and  they  were  called  together  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary manner  ;  this  of  itfelf  was  matter  of  alarm  to  the 
country ;  for  they  naturally  concluded  that  it  would  not  have 
been  fo  aflembled,  had  there  not  been  ftrong  reafons  for  it. 
Wc  were  then  under  the  apprehenfion  of  a  foreign  war.  From 
that  very  moment  Parliament  feemed  fo  taken  up  with  that 
objed,  that  they  loft  all  curiofity  with  rtfpcSt  to  the  internal 
fituation  of  this  country :  they  took  it  for  granted  that  every 
thing  that  was  faid  by  Minifters  was  true  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
(edition  lurking-in  the  country  at  the  beginning  of  the  feftion : 
they  took  it  for  granted,  too,  that  every  ftep  taken  to  check  it 
was  juft :  this  was  a  fraud  upon  the  Public,  and  the  Houfe 
ought  to  feel  it  fo,  for  he  really  and  in  his  confcience  believed 
that  the  alarm  was  fprcad  for  the  exprcfs  purpofe  of  diverting 
the  attention  o/the  Public  for  a  while,  and  afterwards  leading 
them  the  more  eafily  into  a  war.  He  muft  now  beg  leave  to 
obfcrvc  upon  the  nature  of  the  confidence  which  that  Houfe 
ihould  place  in  the  affertion.  of  the  King's  Minilccrs  at  any 
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time,  more  cfpccially  when  they  were  about  to  involve  the 
country  in  the  calamities  of  war,  and  of  the  cffcft  of  extend- 
ing that  confidence.  When  Minifters  came  to  that  Houfe, 
and  called  upon  it  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  Government, 
they  were  always  bound  to  explain  to  that  Houfe  the  real  mo- 
tives they  had  for  aflcing  for  that  affiftance,  in  order  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  People, 
might  be  able  to  tell  that  People,  whofe  lives  and  money  were 
to  be  expended,  the  reafons  why  they  were  to  be  deprived  of 
the  rights  they  had  before  enjoyed ;  for  he  would  maintain  it  as 
A  maxim,  that  to  (Irengthen  the  hands  of  Government  was  ne- 
ceflarily,  for  a  time,  to  weaken  the  rights  of  the  People ;  and 
he  would  follow  that  obfervation  up,  that  to  ftrengthen  the 
hands  of  Government  in  carrying  on  a  foreign  war,  without 
informing  the  People  of  the  real  ftate  of  our  country,  was 
making  mere  machines  of  them,  was  a  confpiracy  againft  the 
Conftitution,  and  was  laying  down  a  plan  by  which  their  li« 
berty  might  be  loft  for  ever. 

With  refpeft  to  the  late  fuppofed  fedition  in  this  kingdom, 
and  of  that  fuppofed  temper  for  infurredion,  and  of  the  lurk* 
ing  treafon  of  which  we  heard  fo  much  by  hints  and  conjec- 
tures, there  were  three  circumftances  to  be  confidered,  and 
three  points  of  view  in  which  the  fubjeft  might  be  placed. 
The  firft  was,  that  the  danger  in  this  country  had  been  real : 
fecondly,  that  the  danger  was  not  real,  but  that  the  whole 
Nvas  a  falfe  alarm,  really  entertain^}  by  Government,  theeffeft 
of  a  delufion  fucccfsfuUy  praftifed  upon  them  ;  in  which  cafe 
the  propagation,  on  their  part,  although  unfortunate,  was  yet 
honeft.  The  third  was,  that  the  whole  was  founded  on  a  fyf- 
tematic  plan,  laid  by  Government  for  deluding  the  fenfe,  and 
fuMiny  fubduing  the  fpirit,  of  the  People.  It  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  duty  of  Parliament  to  regard  the  fubje£l  in  either  of 
thefe  three  points  of  view  \  but  he  could  not  perceive  any  other 
10  which  it  could  be  properly  regarded ;  and  he  faw  in  all  of 
them  no  way  of  proceeding  with  propriety  but  by  inftituting  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry.  Let  us  fuppofe,  for  inftanCe,  the 
whole  evil  was  really  felt  as  Minifters  had  defcribed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  feflion.  What  then  would  follow  ?  Moft  cer- 
tainly the  adoption  of  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  in  order  that' 
a  piw  (bould  be  laid  for  our  future  fafety.    What  was  t|ie 
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next  thing  to  be  attended  to,  and  the  next  view  of  the  rubjeft, 
fuppofing  that  Minlilers  reidly  apptehended  danger,  ahhough 
in  truth  there  had  not  exifled  any  ?  Moft  certainly  that  a 
■Committee  (hould  be  appointed  to  inquire,  and  that  they 
might  make  their  report  upon  the  fituation  of  the  country,  an-^^ 
nounce  it  to  be  in  a'ftate  of  fafety,  and  calm  the  apprehenflons 
of  the  Public.  In  the  third  point  of  view,  that  fuppofing  the 
whole  to  be  a  mere  device  on  the  part  of  Government,  fpr  the 
purpofe  of  leadiiig  the  People  the  more  eafily  to  a  war  with 
Fiance,  by  perfuading  them  that  there  are  at  this  moment 
many  agents  from  France,  who  are  doing  every  thing  they  can 
to  difturb  the  peace  and  internal  tranquillity  of  this  country  ; 
again  he  muft  fay,  that  a  Committee  (hould  be  appointed  to 
inquire,  in  order  that  the  Public  fhould  know  the  deception 
which  had  been  pradifed  on  them,  and  that  if  the  war  had 
been  (0  commenced,  the  People  (hould  be  enabled  to  employ 
the  means  of  declaring  to  the  Throne  their  fentiments  upon 
that  fubjed. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  we  were  at  war  with  a  great, 
a  powerful,  and  hitherto  viSorious  Republic — it  was  idle  tp 
conceal  the  truth  —  and  he  added,  that  there  was  not  in  that 
Houfe,  or  in  this  country,  any  man  whowifhed  more  fin- 
ccrely  than  he  did  that  we  might  be  able  to  check  them  in  their 
career,  at  the  fame  time  he  certainly  charafterifed  them  aright 
at  prefent.  He  then  came  to  the  accounts  which  had  been 
given,  or  rather  the  hints  which  had  been  thrown  out  by  His 
Majefty's  Attorney  General  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
feffion  of  Parliament,  concerning  the  plots  and  confpiraciei 
that  were  faid  to  be  formed  in  this  country  ;  but  had  any  thing 
of  this  been  proved  ?  Not  a  fyllable.  But  this  made  part  of 
the  lyftem  adopted  by  Government ;  and  the  Public  were  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  apprehenfion  of  the  progrefs  of  French  princi- 
ples, in  order  that  they  might  the  more  readily  be  induced  to 
go  to  war  with  the  French  ;  and  by  the  condu£l  of  the  worthy 
gentlemen  of  the  afTociations  the  people  of  this  country  were 
called  upon  to  revile  the  French  in  expreffions,  and  to  follow 
their  fyftem  in  praflice,  namely,  to  cftablifli  a  government  by 
clubs.  He  wilhed  the  Houfe  to  rcfle£l  on  what  was  likely  to 
be  the  rcfull  of  all  this.  The  people  of  this  couiHry  were 
accuied  of  a  ipirit  of  difafFcdlioo  ;  many  plots  and  confpira- 
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clef  "were  fatd  to  be  hatched  ;  and  now  he,  in  his  confcience,. 
believed  there  was  not  an  iota  of  truth  in  any  part  of  the 
charge  to  juftify  the  apprehenfion  which  Government  exprefled 
at  the  commencement  of  the  feffion.  What  was  to  be  done  ? 
inftitute  a  Committee  of  Inquiry ;  for  if  there  was  any  of 
this  treafon  or  confpiracy  lurking  any  whore,  all  he  could  fay 
was,  that  it  remained  at  this  hour  as  undifcovered  as  at  the  Bvll 
mcMnent  when  it  was  apprehended  to  be  formed.  Thcfe  aflb- 
ciations  were  formed,  as  it  was  faid,  for  the  protefiion  of  per* 
Ions  and  property  againd  republicans  and  levellers  ;  and  what 
were  they  about  to  do,  and  what  in  fa£t  had  they  been  doing  I 
iFirft  of  all,  they  had  been  employed  to  prevent  the  circulatioa 
of  Mr.'  Paine's  book,  and  the  Jockey  Club,  and  to  bring  to 
punilhment  the  diftributorsof  thofe  publications — works  which 
had  for  many  months  been  fpread  all  over  the  country  by  the 
connivance,  as  he  might  fay,  of  His  Majefty's  Miniflers,  and 
this  too  when  one  of  thofe  very  Minifters  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  reflefting  on  the  impropriety  of  fuch  publications,  who 
had  hinj^felf  formerly  indulged  a  dirp3fition  not  to  treat  th?  high 
powers  of  this  country  with  that  refpeA  which  was  due,  and 
had,  no  doubt,  repented  of  that  temper,  and  thoroughly 
changed  his  fentiments.  What  care  I  for  the  King's  birth- 
day—what is  the  King's  birth-day  to  me?  or  fome  fuch  coarfc 
expreflion,  had,  he  believe3,  been  uttered  by  a  noble  Duke 
fome  time  fmce.  What,  he  afked,  had  appeared  of  late  to 
juftify  our  dreadful  apprehenGons  ?  He  was  not  fure  that  Mi- 
nifters felt  any  alarm  at  the  time  that  they  were  endeavouring 
to  alarm  the  country ;  for  how  did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer aft  ?  In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  he  proceeded  with 
due  folcmnity  to  take  the  weight  on  himfelf  of  the  laborious 
office  of  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  he  conduced 
himfelf  in  that  fituation  in  a  manner  equally  pleafmg  to  his 
holh  and  to  his  gueds,  and  returned  to  town  without  any 
great  apprehenfion  of  danger ;  but  as  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment approached,  things  became  more  and  more  alarming, 
until  at  laft  the  whole  country  was  faid  to  be  threatened  with 
deftruftion.  The  whole  of  this  was  a  panic  created  by  Mini- 
fterb,  for  the  purpofe  to  which  he  had  alluded  before  ;  this  he 
felt  no  difiSculty  in  faying,  and  he  called  on  Minifters  to  deny 
it :  he  was  fo  well  convinced  of  the  truth  of  it^  that  he  would 
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renture  to  affirm,  that  if  all  the  magiftrates  appointed  under 
the  new  Police  bill  were  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  give  one  inftance  of  the  e^iftence  of 
that  fedition  which  Minifters  had  fooften  adverted  to  in  calling 
upon  the  Houfe  to  fupport  them.  All  he  requeued  of  the 
Houfe  wasy  that  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  (hould  be  appointed, 
or  of  MinifterSy  if  they  faid  that  fuch  a  Committee  was  unne- 
cellary,  tp  confefs  that  they  themfelves  had  been  deceived  upon 
the  fubje£t,  and  that  what  they  advanced  upon  that  topic  fome 
time  Cnce,  they  were  now  ready  to  retraft.  This,  he  faid, 
was  due  to  the  Public  ;  for  the  people  of  this  country  ought  not 
to  be  pradifed  upon  by  fraud ;  they  were  a  generous  and  a 
brave  people  ;  and  he  believed  that  if  this  country  were  to  hn 
invaded  by  a  foreign  enemy,  it  would  only  increafe  our  enex^ 
gy,  and  ftimuhte  our  exertion.  He  muft  therefore  fay,  that, 
to  accufe  them  of  feditious  motives,  was  highly  unjuft,  as  well 
as  indecent.  This  panic  had  already  had  a  great  effed ;  atid, 
indeed,  it  was  much  too  general  an  impreilion  to  proceed  from 
real  danger ;  a  general  panic  was  always  created  by  phantoms 
and  imaginary  evils.  It  had  been  always  fo  in  the  panics  of 
armies,  for  inftance ;  he  believed  that  there  was  not  once  to  be 
found  in  htftory  an  inftance  in  whichthe  panic  of  an  army  had 
proceeded  from  real  danger ;  it  had  always  proceeded  either 
from  accident  or  fome  ftratagem  of  the  enemy.  Indeed  th^ 
thing  bore  evidence  for  itfelf ;  had  the  danger  been  real,  there 
muft  have  been  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of  it ; 
for  while  there  was  a  difference  in  the  fize  and  charafter  of  the 
underftandings  of  men,  there  muft  be  a  difference  in  their  opir 
nions;  but  thofe  who  believed  any  thing  upon  the  tales  of  fe- 
dition which  he  had  before  alluded  to,  believed  every  thing 
4hat  was  faid  about  it,  and  that  of  itfelf  proved  its  falacy.— 
There  were  numerous  inftartces  recorded  both  in  profe  and 
verfe  where  nations  had  been  mifled  and  had  a&ed  upon  tack 
bl(c  alarms.  There  were  many  inftances  in  which  a  pani^ 
Jiad  been  communicated  by  one  clafs  of  nien  to  the  other* 

■  Sic  quifque  pavendo 

Dat  vires  famse :  nuUoque  auAore  malorum 
'Quae  6nxere,  timent.     Nee  folum  vulgus  inaRt 

;Per$:ufium  terrore  pavet  t  Sed  curia,  et  ipfl 
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Sedibus  exiluere  patres,  invifaque  belli 
Confalibus  fugiens  mandatdecreta  fenattis. 

His  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had  been  panic-ftruck,  and 
now  ilrei^tfaened  the  hand  of  Government,  who,  lad  feflion, 
agreeable  to  a  vulgar  adage,  '^  Rolled  His  Majefty's  Minif* 
.**  ters  in  the  dirt."  At  that  period  he  would  pull  off  the  maflc 
of  perfidy,  and  declaimed  loudly  againft  that  implicit  confi- 
dence, which  fome  had  argued  ought  to  be.  placed  in  Minif* 
ters.  He  now  thought  fuch  arguments  were  impolitic,  and 
mo  man  was  more  ftrenuous  for  that  confidence  which  he  had 
before  with  fo  much  warmth  reprobated.  Another  friend, 
•Mr*  Burke,  to  whofe  do^ines  Mr.  Windham  had  become  a 
convert,  had  alfo  been  panic*ftruck.  He  had  been  fo  affe£ted» 
that  he  faw  nothing  but  a  black  and  clouded  flcy ;  a  bleak  op- 
pofition,  where  there  was  not  a  ihrub  or  bufli  to  (belter  him 
from  the  gloomy  afped  of  public  affairs;  but  he  had  taken  ze- 
fiige  in  the  minifterial  gaberdine,  where  he  hoped  for  feciirity 
from  the  approaching  ftorm. 

He  had  now  difmiffed  the  two  firfl  parts  of  the  fubjed,  and 
he  therefor^  came  to  the  queftion,  whether  Minifters  had  fpread 
thofe  alarms,  for  purpofes  which  they  did  not  avow ;  it  would 
be  widi  great  reludance,  that  he  fhould  put  that  conftru&ion 
upon  their  conduft ;  but  there  bad  been  fuch  encouragement 
^ven  to  reports  of  a  certain  nature,  that  he  hardly  knew  how 
to  avoid  faying,  that  thefe  alarms  were  created  for  very  dange-> 
rous  purpofes :  indeed,  he  could  not  refrain  from  faying,  that 
there  appeared  on  the  part  of  His  Majedy's  Minifters,  firft,  a 
defire  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  to  prepare  them  to 
go  to  war  with  France ;  fecondly,  an  inclination  to  divert  the 
public  mind  from  the  queftion  of  parliamentary  reform,  for  the 
purpofeof  concealing  the  apoftacy  of  certain  individuals,  who 
do  not  chufe  to  be  put  to  the  teft,  and  tried  by  the  public  upon 
the  (bmdard  of  their  own  profeflions.  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
points,  namely,  that  of  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
this  country^  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  a  war  with  France, 
Mr.  Sh^tridan  faid,  he  need  only  refer  to  the  fp^echof  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf  (Mr.  Pitt,)  who  had  faid,'  at  an 
early  ftage  of  the  difcuflion  of  that  fubjed,  that  he  believed 
the  Public  rather  reproached  Government  for  fupinenefs,  than 
blamed  it;for  its  promptitude  in  going  ta  war.    Thi^was  a 
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mode  of  befpeaking  the  opinion  of  the  Public;  and  he  could 
not  help  faying  it  appeared  to  him,  from  that  and  other  things, 
that  attempts  were  made,  and  fome  of  them,  he  was  forry  to 
fay,  fucccfsful  ones,  to  inflame  the  public  mind  with  regard  to 
France.  He  was  (^fprifed  to  hear  it  faid  by  one  honourable 
gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  only  confolatioii  that  could 
arife  from  the  death  or  murder  of  the  late  unfortunate  Louis, 
that  it  would  roufe  the  indignation  and  animoiity  of  mankind 
againft  France.  This  was  a  confolation  arlfmg  from  inhuma- 
nity, that  he  did  not  envy ;  he  knew  there  were  thofe  who  did 
not  mourn  that  unhappy  event.  There  were  thofe  who  did 
not  intereft  themfelves  to  avert  that  misfortune.  But  thofe  who 
Ipved  freedom,  or  cheriflied  liberty,  muft  ever  deplore  the 
tranfaAion,  becaufe  by  one  a£t  they  had  armed  defpotifm, 
and  given  a  fatal  blow  to  the  general  intexefls  of  mankind. — 
Such  was  his  opinion  nowj  and  fuch  it  always  had  been  upon 
that  fubjed. 

With  regard  to  the  other  motive  of  Miniflers,  namely,  that 
of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  Public  from  the  queftion  of 
parliamentary  reform,  he  believed  in  his  confcience  that  thero 
was  a  defign  of  that  nature  entertained  by  Minifters  in  this 
Country,  which  had  fucceeded  for  a  time  ;  but  all  this  was  tem- 
porary, for  the  people  were  not  to  be  deluded  for  ever.  God 
forbid  they  fliould  !  God  forbid  that  a  brave  nation  (hould  be 
blinded  for  a  long  time  by  a  few  individuals,  and  that  a  whole 
country  fliould  be  falfe  to  itfelf,  and  deftitute  of  honour,  be- 
caufe an  individual  or  two  had  betrayed  their  character,  and 
becaufe  a  few  perfons  were  interefted  in  propagating  falfe 
alarms.  That  was  not  to  be  expe£lcd  ;  indeed  the  deception 
was  too  coarfe  in  its  nature  to  laft  for  much  length  of  time,  aAd 
the  reports  were  too  ridiculous  about  plots,  confpiracies,  and 
treafons,  to  be  long  credited.  How  flood  fads  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  ? — A  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Richmond)  had  formerly 
been  of  opinion,  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  feen  but  danger 
for  want  of  a  parliamentary  reform  ;  but  he  had  fo  elevated 
himfelf  of  late  upon  fortifications  of  his  own  creating,  and 
availed  himfelf  of  his  great  power  of  difcernment,  tnat  he  was 
sow  able  to  difcover  plots,  confpiracies,  and  treafons,  under 
the  garb  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  or  under  any  reform. — 
The  alarm  had  been  brought  forward  in  great  pomp  and  form 
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on  Saturday  morning.  At  night  all  the  mail  coaches  were 
ftopped  ;  the  Duke  of  Richmond  ftationcd  himfelf,  among 
other  curiofities,  at  the  Tower  ;  a  great  municipal  officer  toa 
had  made  a  difcovery  exceedingly  beneficial  to  the  people  of 
this  country.  He  meant  the  Lord  Majjt^r  of  London,  who 
had  found  out  that  there  was,  at  the  King's  Arms  in  Cornhill, 
a  debating  fociety,  where  principles  of  the  mod  dangerous  ten- 
dency were  propagated,  where  people  went  to  buy  treafon  at 
fix  pence  a  head,  and  where  it  was  retailed  to  them  by  the  glim- 
mering of  an  inch  of  candle,  and  five  minutes,  to  be  meafured 
by  a  glafs,  were  allowed  to  each  traitor  to  perform  his  part  in 
overturning  the  State.  And  yet  coarfe  and  ridiculous  as  they 
were,  thefe  things  had  their  efFeft  with  the  Public  for  a  time, 

and  they  certainly  did  create  a  general  imprcflion  of  fear. 

Here  Mr.  Sheridan  entered  into  a  detail  ofmanycircumftanccs 
and  (lories,  founded  upon  falfe  alarms  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
kingdom :  firfl,  when  the  alarm  began,  carts,  waggons,  and 
coaches,  were  faid  to  arrive  daily  and  hourly  at  the  Tower, 
filled  with  traitors  from .  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  Mi- 
nifters  were  applauded  for  their  prudence  and  aftivity  in  the 
fervice  of  the  State.  Not  one  word  of  truth  in  the  whole  cafe  ! 
Not  a  being  brought  to  the  Tower — not  a  being  charged  with 
treafon  !  The  whole  was  a  miferable  fabrication  to  deceive  the 
credulous.  Siifpicion,  indeed,  had  been  entertained;  and  he 
believed  that  many  letters  had  been  ftopped  at  the  Poft  Office, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  many  of  his  were  among  the  num- 
ber ;  he  faid  he  did  not  wifli  to  talk  of  himfelf,  but  as  fo  much 
had  been  faid  upon  the  fubjcdl  of  corrcfpondcnce  with  foreign 
powers,  and  as  hints  were  thrown  out  in  various  channels,  un- 
der the  direfticn  and  encouragement  of  Miniflers,  that  he  and 
others  with  whom  he  agreed  on  public  fubjcfts,  held  improper 
correfpondence  with  other  powers,  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would 
cxcufe  him  for  adverting  to  himfelf,  and  faying,  that  if  Go- 
vernment fliould  think  it  worth  their  while,  he  fliould  not,  oa 
his  own  part,  have  the  fraalleft  objeftion  to  publifliing  every 
woi-d  in  every  letter  he  ever  wrote  upon  the  fubjedl  of  politics^ 
This  he  did  to  refute  at  once  all  the  calumny  which  had  been 
fpread  upon  that  fubjeft.  He  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  but 
that  he  might  fafely  fay  the  fame  thing  of  others  who  had  been 
flandered  in  the  fame  way.     There  Was  a  paper  drawn  up  by 
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him,  which  he  had  no  difficulty  in  faying  he  fhould  be  glad  to 
avow  every  where,  and  on  any  occafion,-  and  this  he  faid  in 
order  that  it  might  be  underftood  that  no  apprehenfion  of  mif- 
conftniSion  ftiould  deter  him  from  faying  he  wiflied  it  to  be 
publiffaed  ;  he  was  confident  it  was  not  repugnant  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  juftlceand  humanity.  '  This  related  to  jhe  fubjeft  of 
the  trial  of  the  late  King  of  France.  He  faid  this  in  hopes  of 
defeating  the  purpofes  of  thofe  who  were  fo  malicious  as  to  in- 
l^nuate,  from  the  moft  unworthy  motives,  that  there  exifted  a 
faSion  in  this  country  conneSed  with  its  enemies.  He  could 
Jiavc  wiflicd  that  there  (hould  not  have  been  any  neceffily  for  his 
declaring,  that  he  abhorred  the  principle  of  the  decree  of  the 
National  Convention  of  France  of  the  19th  of  November. 
Nothing  (hould  have  deterred  him  from  having  written  hh  fen- 
timents  upon  fuch  fubjedls.  Nothing,  he  hoped,  would  deter 
Minifters  from  publifhing  them  at  fome  future  day,  as  there 
was  no  doubt  but  that  they  had  kept  copies  of  them,  and  va- 
rious other  letters,  at  the  Pod  Office, 

He  then  came  to  take  notice  of  the  manner  in  which  Govern- 
ment had  proceeded  to  create  the  alarm  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
They  had  advertifed  Mr.  John  Froft  and  Captain  Perry.  The 
public  were  to  look  upon  thefe  two  gentlemen  as  traitors.  One 
hundred  pounds  each  was  to  be  given  for  apprehending  them* 
One  of  them  (Mr.  Froft)  was  at  this  hour  in  this  country,  un- 
der bail,  and  ready  for  his  trial,  if  he  is  to  be  tried;  and  the 
other  was  charged  only  with  having  printed  in  the  Argus  what 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  himfelf  delivered  in  a 
fpeech  upon  the  fubje£l  of  parliamentary  reform.  He  faid,  he 
ihould  not  have  mentioned  thefe  things,  but  to  prove  tiiat  great 
pains  had  been  taken  to  carry  ona  fyftcm  of  delufion.  There 
was  another  fact,  which  was  too  extraordinary  to  be  omitted. 
A  ftorj'  had  been  trumped  up,  that  there  was  a  plan  for  taking 
the  Tower  by  the  French  ;  after  which,  the  whole  of  our  con- 
(Htution  was  to  be  overturned,  and  the  Royal  Family  were  to  be 
murdered.  At  the  head  of  this  plot  was  to  be  placed  that  moft 
execrable  charafter,  Marat,  whom  the  French  would  have 
done  well  long  ago  to  have  removed,  and  which  they  would 
have  been  able  to  accomplifli^  had  they  not  joined  to  him  Ro- 
berfpiere,  and  others  of  a  different  character.  This  fidlion 
was  mot  enough  9  for  we  were  told  that  there  were  certain 
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people  in  pay  by  the  French,  for  the  purpofe  pf  dcftroying  as 
many  of  the  people  of  this  country  as  they  could|  and  that  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  poifon  the  New  River.  There  was 
no  doubt  but  that  thejTc  things  appeared  now  to  be  too  ridicu- 
lous to  be  believed  ;  and  yet  many  gave  credit  to  them,  info- 
much  that  the  proprietors  of  the  New  River  were  obliged  to 
advertife  in  all  the  newfpapers  the  falfehood  of  that  report. — 
Was  this  no  hardfhip,  or  did  it  not  Ihew  a  Ihameful  difpo- 
fition  to  impofe  upon  the  Public,  and  to  work  up  the  people  of 
this  country  into  fury  againft  the  French  ?  In  farther  confir-  . 
mation  of  this,  he  referred  the  Houfe  to  the  grofs,  clumfy  ca- 
lumny of  the  various  newfpapers  which  were  publiQied  from 
day  to  day,  under  the  authority  of  Adminift ration,  where  every 
thing  that  had  any  relation  to  the  French  was  abufed  without 
mercy :  by  this  the  French  wer«  given  to  undcrftand,  for  many 
months,  that  our  Court  was  at  enmity  with  them.  This  alfo 
was  part  of  the  fyftem  of  dcliifion  which  had  been  prafiifed,  in 
order  to  bring  about  a  rupture  between  the  two  countries. — 
There  was  one  paper  in  particular,  faid  to  be  the  property  of 
Members  of  that  Houfe,  and  publiflied  and  conducted  under 
their  immediate  diredion,  which  had  for  its  motto  a  garbled 
part  of  a  beautiful  fcntence,  when  it  might  with  much  more 
propriety  have  affumed  the  whole — 

Solem  quis  dicere  falfum 

Audeat  ?'  llle  etiam  cacos  infiare  tumultus 
Sape  monet,  fraudcmque  et  operta  tumefcere  bella^ 
But  it  was  on  tjie  authority  of  Government  alone  that  he  rcfted 
upon,  when  he  made  ihefe  obfervations.  An  infurreftion  was 
faid  to  be  planned  by  corrupting  the  foldiers,  and  this  turned 
out  to  be  the  fum  of  fixpence  given  for  porter  in  Edinburgh : 
ro  V  what  the  fcarcity  of  money  might  be  in  that  country,  he 
could  not  tell ;  but  this  was  very  clear,,  that  the  fyftem  of  cor- 
ruption had  not  been  carried  to  any  very  great  extent.  He  then 
alluded  to  the  burning  Mr.  Dundas  in  effigy  by  the  people  of 
Scotland,  to  which  circumftance  he  imputed  the  forenefs  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  difplayed  in  the  account  he 
bad  given  of  the  pretended  infurre£iions  in  that  country.  If 
was  faid  that  Rotundo,  a  very  notorious  ruffian  from  France^i 
\i%A  been  in  England,  and  no  doubt  for  execrable  purpofes ;  but 
he  was  not  fern  here  00  aianguinary  embafly  i  but  fled  merely 
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to  elude  the  hand  of  juftice.  There  were  other  (lories  afloat 
at  the  fame  period  equally  ridiculout,  and  ramified  into  various 
rumours.  It  was  faid  that  numbers  were  kept  in  pay  ;  that 
tfaey  were  drilled  and  difciplined  in  dark  rooms  by  a  ferjeant  ia 
a  brown  coat ;  and  that,  on  a  certain  fignal  being  given,  they 
would  fally  forth  from  porter  rooms  and  back  parlours,  and 
finally  fubvert  the  conflitution.  Such  were  the  idle  ftories  with 
which  for  months  the  people  have  been  amufed.  There  was 
another  circumftance  which  (truck  a  panic  into  Government^ 
the  planting  the  tree  of  liberty  in  Dundee.     But  this  was  like 

**  Birnam  wood  coming  to  Dunfinane." 
This  infurredlion,  as  it  was  called,  originated  with  a  few 
fchool  boys,  the  chaftifement  of  whom  by  their  mafter,  rcftored 
them  to  their  loyalty,  and  prevented  them  from  overturning 
the  conflitution.  Some  perfons,  through  a  motive  of  indefen* 
fible  humour,  had  written  a  letter  to  Sir  George  Yonge,  iq* 
forming  him  of  an  infurredion  at  Salifbury,  when  no  fuch 
infurredion  really  exifted.  It  was  likewife  faid  that  there  was 
an  infurredion  at  Shields.  The  military  were  inflantly  dif- 
patched  ;  but  the  infurre£lion  had  ceafed,  and  the  feditious  in* 
furgents  were  voluntarily  afliding  in  getting  off  a  King's  (hip 
that  had  run  on  ground.  He  next  inftanced  what  had  beea 
deemed  a  feditious  tumult  at  Yarmouth,  which  was  equally 
well  founded  as  what  he  had  before  noticed.  If  Mr.  Pitt  was 
not  fo  (liff- necked  and  lofty — if  he  condefcended  to  mix  'm 
public  meetings,  he  would  not  be  apt  to  be  led  into  thofe  er- 
rors which  were  pra£lifed,  he  mu(l  fuppofe  with  too  much  fucr 
cefs,  on  his  credulity.  In  all  the  various  accounts  of  pretend- 
ed infurreflions,  he  maintained  that  there  was  not  the  leaft 
proof  of  difcontent  in  the  public  mind,  or  difaffedlion  to  Go* 
vemmen^  in  any  one  of  thefe,  but  that  the  whole  arofe  from 
other  caufcs.  Thefe  things  entitled  him  to  fay,  that  there  was 
ground  for  inquiry  into  the  fubjed,  and  that  an  inquiry  ought 
to  take  place  to  fet  the  public  mind  at  red  upon  fuch  topics. 
He  then  touched  upon  the  addrelTes  tranfmitted  from  patriots 
in  pot-houfes  to  the  National  Convention,  a  long  lift  of  which 
ind  been  conq>iled  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Treafury.  One 
of  them  was  figned  by  Mr.  Hardy,  an  honeft  (hoemaker,  who 
little  dreamt,  God  help  him,  how  near  he  bad  been  overturn- 
iskf;  the  conftituUpot 
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He  next  took  notice  of  the  efFcft  of  the  fyftem  of  dehifion  in 
the  metropolis,  and  thehardfiilps  under  which  many  individuals 
laboured  in  confequcnce  of  that  fyftem  ;  where  publicans  had 
been  told  by  different  Magiftrates  of  the  effeft  of  their  allowing 
any  converfatlon  upon  politics  in  their  houfss  ;  that  if  they  con- 
du£led  themfelves  in  the  leaft  degree  difpleafing  to  the  Court, 
they  (hould  lofe  their  licenfes  ;  and  ftill  farther,  they  were 
alked,  what  papers  they  took  in.  *'  Do  you  take  in  the  Morn- 
^'  ing  Chronicle  or  Poft?** — Yes,  Sir. — "  Take  care  there  is 
*'  no  fedition  in  it ;  for  if  there  is,  you  are  liable  to  punifh- 
"  ment  for  diftributing  it  to  your  cuftomers."  Ti^ere^was 
one  very  particular  cafe  in  this  refpeft. — The  Unicorn  in  Co- 
vent  Garden,  where  a  Society  had  long  met  to  difcnfs  the  pro- 
priety of  a  parliamentary  reform.  The  landlord  was  fcnt  for 
to  Sir  Sampfon  Wright ;  the  man  appeared,  and  explained  the 
nature  of  the  fociety.  Sir  Samp fon  Wright  faid,  it  was  per- 
feSly  a  harmlefs  meeting  in  itfeif,  but  adviftid  him  not  to  fuf- 
fer  the  Society  to  meet  again,  becaufe  it  might  give  offence  to 
the  higher  powers.  So  that  a  man  was  not  to  have  a  newfpa- 
per'which  he  liked,  or  which*  his  cuftomers  might  be  defirous 
of  feeing,  nor  was  a  harmlefs  fociety  to  be  hekJ,  becaufe  it 
might  be  difagreeable  to  the  higher  powers.  He  was  given  to 
undcrftand  alfo  that  every  thing  that  had  palled  in  his  houfe  for 
months  was  perfedly  known  to  the  Magifltrates,  as  well  as 
that  of  every  other  public  houfe  ;  for  that  they  had  agents  em* 
ployed  for  this  purpofe. 

He  then  took  notice  of  the  exprefHon  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral at  the  opening  of  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  of  his  having 
aoo  cafes  to  bring  forward  for  profecution  only ;  a  very  few 
of  whom  had  been  at  all  brought  forward,  and  many  of  thofc 
only  bookfellers  for  felling  in  the  way  of  trade,  the  Rights  of 
Man,  omitting  all  the  parts  objeSed  to  by  the  Attorney  Gene* 
ralin  the  trial  of  Mr.  Paine,  and  for  felling  Mr.  Paine 's  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  AddrefTers,  and  the  Jockey  Club.  Mr.  Sheridan 
faid,  he  had  200  cafes  to  fubmit  to  the  Attorney  General,  and 
to  that  Houfe,  of  real  hardfliip  fuftainedby  innocent  individu- 
als, and  which  he  fhould  have  ftated  this  night,  but  that  the 
accidental  and  uncxpedled  diligence  of  the  Lords  had  called 
for  fo  much  of  his  time  laft  week  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings» 
as  not  to  allow  him  time  to  collect  thefe  cafesy  but  which  mi^ht 
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be  hereafter  attended  to  and  difcufled  in  that  Houfe.  Many 
of  them  arofe  out  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Alien  bill— a  bill  in  its 
nature  oppreffive — a  bill,  the  excrcife  of  which  muft  foon  in- 
capaciate  for  ever  any  man  from  being  a  proper  Minifter  of  a 
free  country.  It  was  impoflible  that  Minifters  could  know 
the  proper  objeds  in  all  cafes  to  be  fent  away,  and  if  they  did 
not  know  of  any  fuch,  they  became  conftrained  to  fend  fomc 
away  to  fave  appearances,  and  10  keep  themfelvcs  in  counte- 
nance. This  refleftion  led  him  to  take  notice  of  the  praSico 
of  erecting  barracks  all  over  this  kingdom,  alfo  part  of  the 
iame  fyftem,  and  tending  with  all  their  other  meafures  uni- 
formly to  the  point  of  defpotifm. 

The  next  point  which  came  to  be  noticed  was  the  mode 
adopted  on  the  part  of  the  Treafury,  to  difcover  perfons  who 
diftribute  feditious  books.     This  was  done  by  means  of  a  cir- 
cular letter  all  over  the  country,  from  JMeK.  Chamberlaine 
and  White,  Solicitors  to  the  Treafury,  to  various  attornies, 
employing  them  as  agents  in  this  bufinefs.     This,  Mr.  She- 
ridan obfer\'ed,  was  to  the  lad  degree  dangerous ;  becaufe  it 
*went  to  the  efFefl  of  placing  in  a  fituation  to  be  tempted,  a  fet 
of  men  not  highly  diftinguiflied  for  fuperior  morality,  and  of 
making  them  derive  emolument  from  the  litigation,  which 
themfelves,  not  their  clients,  were  to  create.     Many  Attor- 
nies,  he  faid,  had,   to  their  honour,  rejeded  the  offer  with 
fcorn  and  indignation.     The  books  chiefly  to  be  noticed  were, 
as  he  had  faid  before,  the  works  of  Mr.  Paine  and  the  Jockey 
Club ;  he  had  no  occafion  to  fay  any  thing  of  thefe  books ;  but 
neither  thefe,  nor  any  other  books,  could  launch  out  more 
freely  on  the  neceffity  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  than  the 
fpeeches  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond ; 
Or  more  grofsly  againft  Kings,  than  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Burke)  upon  former  occafions.     To  prove  this, 
he  read  paflages  from  the  noble  Duke's  addrefs  to  the  county 
ef  Suflfex,  and  to  Colonel  Sharman  and  the  volunteers  of  Ire- 
land, in  which  he  afferted  that  it  was  in  vain  for  thq  people  to 
look  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  redrefs,  that  they  could 
find  it  only  in  themfelves ;  that  they  ought  to  aficrt  their  right, 
and  not  to  defift  till  they  fhould  have  eftablilhcd  a  Houfe  of 
Commons  truly  rcprefenting  every  man  in  the  kingdom.  From 
Mr.  Burke's  fpcech  on  iis  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  hi$ 
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bill  of  reform,  he  read  a  paflTage,  calculated  to  rcprefent  the 
Peers  of  the  realm  in  the  moft  abjcfl;,  degraded  ftate.  Ho 
faidi  he  was  ferry  that  the  report  was  not  made  to  the  King 
in  Council,  of  the  convidion  of  perfohs  charged  with  mifde- 
fneanors;  if  it  were  ufualto  make  fuch  a  report,  he  fhould 
like  very  much  to  hear  the  obfervations  of  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
fiifters,  on  the  cafes  of  fome  of  the  wretched  bill  flickers,  con- 
rifted  of  publifhing  feditious  libels.  When  the  feditious  paf- 
fages  were  read,  the  noble  Duke  might  fay,  "  he  borrowed 
•*  that  from  the  preamble  to  my  reform  bill."  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  might  fay,  "  that  expreflion  was  ftolen 
**  from  the  fpeech  wl^ich  I  made,  when  I  propofcd  to  the 
*'  Hoiife  of  Commons  my  plan  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform.'* 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  wondered  how  thefe  perfonages  could 
bear  their  own  feelings,  when  they  knew  that  fome  poof 
wretches  were  lying  upon  ftraw  in  the  gloom  of  a  prifon,  for 
having  publifhed  fentimcnts,  which  they  had  folemnly  profef- 
fed  in  and  out  of  Parliament.  *  The  oflEence  was  the  fame  in 
all,  but  mark  the  .difference  of  the  treatment  ?  Punifhment 
and  a  prifon  were  tlie  lot, of  the  one  fct,  w hi  1ft  the  others  were 
honoured  with  places  and  emoluments,  and  feats  in  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Council. 

He  then  took  notice  of  the  principles  of  the  Society,  of 
which  Mr.  Reeves  was  the  leader,  and  of  all  others  formed 
upon  that  plan.  Thefe  Societies  were  defcribed  by  Mr.  Law, 
in  the  letter  which  he  publifhed  on  the  24th  of  January  laft, 
in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  ftating  his  reafons  for  withdrawing 
from  that  Society;  and  flating,  amongft  other  things,  that 
they  proceeded  againft  republicans  and  levellers  upon  private 
anonymous  letters ;  nothing,  he  faid,  could  be  more  infamous 
than  fuch  a  principle. 

He  took  notice  of  a  fermon  preached  before  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  by  a  learned  prelate,  in  which  his  Lordfhip  complain- 
ed of  the  fojly  with  which  people  had  of  late  fufFered  themfelvei 
to  be  carried  away  by  a  fpirit  of  difcuffion  about  the  origin  of 
Government.  The  flaviflinefs  of  this  high  church  dodlrine, 
which  difcountenanced  inquiry,  could,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  be 
equalled  only  by  the  want  of  charity,  which  appeared  in  ano- 
ther part  of  the  fermon,  in  which  the  public  indignation  was 
dkreAed  againft  si  particular  defcription  of  men  (Proteftant 
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DiflTentcrs)  who  were  reprefcnted  as  unworthy  of  the  name  of 
fellow  Chriftians.  He  touched  alfo  upon  a  publication  of  Dr, 
Tatham,  in  which  he  accufes  Dr.  Prieftley  as  an  accomplice 
in  the  murder  of  the  King  of  France,  and  told  him,  that  what- 
ever pretenfioh  he  might  have  to  reputation  for  abilities,  he 
mud  give  up  his  heart,  which  could  in  no  light  whatever  be 
defended.  Here  Mr.  Sheridan  took  notice  of  the  difgraceful 
riots  at  Birmingham,  and  of  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way 
of  payment  of*  the  money  ordered  by  vcrdifts  of  juries  upoa 
triak  for  the  damages  fuftained  by  thefe  riots.  But  even  this 
was  exceeded  by  what  had  taken  place  in  Cambridge,  for,  to 
fi!ch  a  pitch  of  infolent  injuftice  had  the  fyftem»of  political  op- 
preffion  been  carried  againft  publicans,  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  take  an  oath  that  ihey  not  only  would  not  fuffer  po- 
litical difputes  in  their  houfcs,  but  that  they  would  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  behaviour  and  converfation  of  every  republican 
they  might  happen  to  know  or  hear  of.  All  this  was  infam- 
ous, but  it  was  the  efFeft  of  the  panic  he  had  fo  frequently  al- 
luded to;  it  was  owing  to  that  panic,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  obje(Sed  the  other  day  to  the  bringing  up, 
and  receiving  of  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Notting- 
ham, dating  the  necellity  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  a  pe- 
tition not  half  foobjcftionablc  as  the  CKeller  petition,  which 
had  been  feceived.  It  was  owing  to  that  panic,  that  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  did  not  of  late  fpeak'  with 
the  eloquence  with  which  he  ufed  to  command  the  admiration 
of  his  auditors.  For  now  really  the  tafte  of  his  mind,  and  the 
charafler  of  his  underftanding  was  altered.  It  was  owing  to 
that  panic,  that  another  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Windham)  had  brought  his  mind  to  approve  what  his  heart  had 
'for  years  before  abhorred ;  he  meant  the  ereftion  of  barracks. 
It  was  owing  to  that'  panic  that  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  prevailed  upon  himfelf  to  fupport  a  Miniftcr,  becauft 
he  had  a  bad  opinion  of  him.  It  was  owing  to  that  panic  that 
a  noble  and  learned  Lord  (Loughborough)  in  the  other  Houfe, 
had  given  his  difinterefted  fupport  to  Government,  and  had  ac- 
tually accepted  of  the  feals  of  an  adminiflration  he  had  uni- 
formly reprobated  from  its  commencement.  If  that  noble 
and  learned  Lord  a£led  from  the  fame  principle  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman;  that  of  fupporting  an  Adminiilration 
Vol.  XXXV.  D 
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becaufe  he  thought  it  a  bad  one,  he  wiftied  to  know  what  his 
opinion  muft  be  of  its  prdfligacy,  ijnce  he  went  fo  far  as  to  ac- 
cept an  office  under  it.  But  above  all,  it  was  owing  to  that 
panic  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  al- 
luded before  had  loft  his  fine  tafte  entirely,  and  had  become 
the  flavc  of  the  moft  ridiculous  pantomimic  trick  and  con- 
temptible juggling — and  carried  about  with  him  daggers  and 
knives  to  affifl  him  in  efforts  of  dcfcription.  It  was  to  this 
panic  alfo  that  the  milk  of  the  Chriftian  religion  too  had  loil  • 
its  mildnefs,  and  a  fpirit  of  intolerance  had  renewed  its  fierce- 
nefs  from  the  pulpit.  He  adverted  to  the  letter  figned  by  Mr. 
Windham  and  others,  and  addrcffed  to  the  Whig  Club,  in 
which  they  fignified  their  intention  of  withdrawing  from  the 
Club. .  Mr.  Sheridan  reprefented  this  letter  as  an  efffeft  of  no- 
thing but  panic ;  for  otherwife  a  gentleman  could  never  have 
thought  of  going  fuch  lengths  in  favour  of  Minifters  whom  he 
defpifed  and  whom  he  could  not  truft,  and  againft  a  man  whom , 
he  afFecled  to  admire  and  refpeft.  He  never  could  have 
thought  of  withdrawing  from  a  Club,  becaufe  it  had  nobly  re- 
folved  to  refiit  calumny,  and  called  upon  its  Members  to  rally 
round  the  champion  of  liberty  againft  whom  the  envenomed 
fhafts  of  calumny  were  direfted;  but  who,  the  more  he  was 
calumniated,  the  dearer  he  muft  become  to  thofe  generous 
friends,  who  were  attached  to  him  for  his  virtues  and  his  ta- 
lents. When  he  found  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Windham)  leagued  againft  fuch  a  man,  he  declared  in  a 
very  impaftioned  tone,  that  thpugh  he  was  convinced  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  by  nature  truly  brave,  he  verily  be- 
lieted  the  panic  which  had  feized  him,  had  not  only  affedled 
the  clearnefs  of  his  head,  but  alfo  violated  the  integrity  of  his 
heart.  He  dwelt  much  upon  the  queftion  of  Parliamentary 
Reform,  and  fliewed  that  he  and  his  friends  were  blamed  for 
having  been  true  to  thofe  principles  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  and  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  had  found  it  their  intereft  to  prove  falfe. 
He  recommended  it  to  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey)  to 
perfcvere  in  his  intention  of  making  a  motion  for  a  Parliament 
tary  Reform ;  but  he  adv^fcd  him  not  to  make  any  profeffion 
on  the  occafion ;  not  to  promife  that  as  a  man  and  a  Minifter 
he  would  fupport  a  reform ;  nor  to  fay  that,  unhackneyed  in 
the  ways  of  men,   he  vfo\ild  purfuc  only  the  paths  of  plaia 
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dealing  iand  honefty ;  in  a  word,  not  to  fay  that  the  times  were 
not  good  enough  for  him>  for  all  this  had  been  faid  by  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  who  had  (hewn  tTiat  he  was 
a  (Iranger  to  the  performance  of  the  moft  folemn  engagement, 
and  that  if  he  could  not  accommodate  hirafelf  to  the  times,  he 
would  make  the  times  accommodate  themfelves  to  him.  He 
was  fure,  he  faid,  that  his  honourable  friend  would  nev£r  be 
found  to  cefemble  fuch  a  charaSer;  he  had  a  lofty  fpirit,  Teat- 
ed  in  a  heart  of  honour;  and  what  he  was  convinced  was  right, 
that  he  was  Aire  he  would  inflexibly  purfue.  He  concluded 
by  making  the  following  motion,  and  faid  that  if  it  was  adopt- 
ed, he  meaat  to  follow  it  up  with  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to 
HisMajefty,  praying  that  he  would  lay  before  a  fecret  Com- 
mittee of  the  Houfe  ail  difcoveries  made  refpeding  feditious 
pradices,  together  with  all  information  and  letters  on  the  fame 
fubje£l  received  or  intercepted. 

**  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfty, 
**  praying,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  order  fuch  communi- 
**  cations  as  may  have  been  received,  as  to  the  exiftence  of 
**  feditious  praftices  in  this  country,  to  be  laid  before  a  Com- 
•*  mittee  of  the  Houfe." 

Mr.  LAMBTON  rofe  to  feeond  the  motion  of  his  honour- 
able friend.  It  was  moft  unqueftionably  the  duty  of  Minifters 
to  have  brought  forward  evidence  to  that  Houfe,  and  to  the 
Public,  of  the  plots  and  infurreftions  which  had  been  fo  much 
talked  of  ;  and  if  there  were  in  this  country  incendiaries  and 
diilurbers  of  the  public  peace,  they  ouglit  to  have  been  profc- 
cutedand  punifhed:  it  would  have  been  the  intereft  of  Minif- 
ters  alio  to  have  done  fo,  and  thereby  to  have  totally  confounded 
the  unbelieving  few.  He  alluded  to  the  condu<a  of  Cicero, 
vdth  rcfpeft  to  Catiline's  confpiracy,  and  contrafted  it  with 
that  of  Minifters  on  the  prefent  occafion  :  Cicero  came  boldly 
forward  with  a  direft  and  precife  charge,  naming  the  whole 
Members  of  the  confpiracy:  Minifters  on  the  other  hand,  had 
ihdtere^  themfelves  under  the  general  and  indefinite  term, 
**  notoriety,"  without  adducing  a  fingle  proof;  whereas  truth 
always  fpeaks  out  fairly.  He  charged  Minifters  with  having  . 
given  countenance  to  a  fpecies  of  inquifition  of  a  moft  dangcr- 

;  and  tyrannical  tendency.     How  many  unjuft  and  injurious 
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friend  (Mr.  Fox,)  whofe  charafler  flood  in  no  need  of  any 
euloglutn  from  him  ;  but  it  was  fo  exaftly  and  fo  well  deli- 
neated in  the  pafTage  which  he  was  about  to  read,  that  he 
would  gladly  have  rummaged  many  a  dunghill  for  it;  inftead, 
of  that,  however,  he  had  found  it  in  a  delightful  garden. — 
(He  then  read  a  paragraph  from  a  fpeech  of  Mr.   Burke's, 
containing  a  high  panegyric  on  Mr.  Fox.)  His  right  honourable 
friend  had  been  indeed,  of  late,  the  fubjeft  of  perpetual  abufc  ; 
hi^t  as  he  did  not  merit  it,  what  was  intended  as  abufe,  would 
/in  faa  be  commendation.     He  might  fay,   iathe  language  of 
Cicero,  Ego  hoc  onimo  femper  fue^  ut  invidiam  virtuie  partam^ 
Gloriam  non  invidiam  putarem.     Mr.  Lambton  proceeded  to 
take  notice  of  the  clubs  which  had  been  fo  much  fpoken  of  at 
Derby,  where  ho  great  number  of  perfons,  and  they  liaving 
no  other  objc6t  in  view  than  the  obtaining  a  reform  in  Parlia- 
ment, had  been  magnified  into  1500  republicans  and  levellers  ; 
and  of  thofc  at  Cromer  and  Norwich,  which  were  equally  in- 
nocent.    He  next  alluded  to  the  AflTociation  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor,  and  to  the  illegal  and  dangerous  fpir'U  of  inqi^iiition 
which  markqd  their  proceedings;   and  he  read  upon  this  fub- 
jecl,  part  of  Mr.  Law's  letter,  to  whom  his  thanks  were  due 
for  the  honourable  and  proper  part  he  had  afted.     He  was 
perfuaded,  he  faid,  that  Minifters  had  no  proof  of  the  exifU 
cnce  of  any  of  the  confpiracies  or  infiirreflions  about  which  fo 
great  an  alarm  had  been  induftrioufly  created,  otherwife  they 
would  boldly  and  firmly  have  taken  the  necedary  fteps  for  the 
fafcty  of  the  country,  and  the  protedion  of  the  public  peace 
in  fuch  a  conjundlure,  trufting  to  fecure  themfelveS  by  a  bill 
of  indemnity ;  but  then  indeed  they  muft  have  come  forward 
with  fome  fort  of  proof.     It  appeared  to  him  that  Minifters 
.  had  two  objeSs  in  view  by  the  prefent  alarm ;  one  was,  to 
get  rid  of  a  reform  in  Parliament,  by  confounding  witli  level- 
lers all  thofe  who  profellld  to  wi(h  for  it ;  the  other,  to  recon- 
-cile  the  people  of  this  country  to  a  war  with  France.     He 
.  would  warmly  fecond   the   motion  of  his  right  honourable 
fiicnd,  which  appeared  to  him  highly  proper  and  neceflary. 
Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  felt  it  difficult  to  anfwer 
the  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  fince  they  were 
arguments  in  which  he  himfclf  was  peculiarly  implicated.  To 
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pofed  of  fuch  heterogenous  materials,  he  fhould  give  eVcrj 
poflible  degree  of  method  that  was  in  his  power.  The  honour- 
rable  gentleman,  Mr.  Windham  complained,  had  ufed  the 
artifice  too  often  to  be  met  with  in  polcmick  controverfy  :  Ujat 
of  changing  the  qiieftion,  and  then  arguing  upon  it.  He  nad 
talked  of  plots  and  infurredlions;  but  the  exillence  of  plots  and 
infurrcflions  had  never  been  the  queition.  The  queftidn  was 
the  ftate  of  the  country,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  fuch  as 
would  have  led  to  plots  and  infurrecSlions.  It  related  to  fcditious 
praftices  hitherto  unknown,  calling  loudly  for  an  efFcftual  re- 
medy, and  amply  juftifying  every  ad:  that  had  been  adopted 
for  the  prevention  of"  their  farther  progref>.  The  fpccies  of 
infurreCiion  ftated  in  the  proclamation,  purported  to  be  ex- 
a£Hy  what  it  was :  and  when  gentlemen  called  for  proofs  of 
acls  of  pafiiive  infurrcftion,  they  called  for  proofs  of  what  had 
never  been  aflcrted.  Of  the  fails  which  had  been  cited,  proofs 
had  not  been  given,  becaufe  they  were  deemed  unneceirary.— 
The  whole  country  had  teemed  with  feditious  publications; 
and  when  the  ftatc  of  the  country  had  been  talked  of  as  juftify* 
ing  alarm,  Was  not  thatfaft  fufficicnt  ?  Another  fail,  no  lefs 
convincing  to  his  mind,  as  the  foundation  of  national  fear, 
was  the  affiduity  with  which  thofe  feditious  publications  had 
been  circulated.  To  a(k  for  proofs  of  the  exiftcncc  of  thofe 
fafts  were  as  abfurd  as  to  aik  for  proofs  of  the  exiftence  of 
General  Dumourier :  and  the  minds  of  men  might  be  as  much 
perplexed  by  queftions  from  a  fubtlc  inquirer  on  the  one  fubjeA 
as  •n  the  other.  Might  not  a  man  from  a  combination  of  va- 
rious difconnevfled  circumftances,  receive  a  convincing  imj/ref- 
fion  of  a  general  fail,  and  yet  not  be  able  to  (late  any  particu- 
lar proofs  of  fuch  fadl?  Would  gentlemen  be  convinced  by 
nothing  lefs  than  ocular  or  tangible  evidence  of  every  fubjeft 
of  inquiry?  Such  reafoncrs  no  ftatement  would  fatisfy ;  and 
if  he  (hould  fay,  that  there  was  a  difcontented  fpirit  at  Nor- 
wich, they  might  aflc  what  judgement  he  could  thence  form 
^ncerning  other  parts  of  the  kingdom?  But.it  happened, 
that  his  conviftion  arofe  not  from  knowledge  of  fo  partial  a 
nature.  He  had  feen  fymptom^  of  a  difcontented  fpirit,  not 
at  Norwich  onlyy  but  at  various  other  places,  and  when  peo- 
ple of  all  defcriptions,  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  fecmed 
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particular  rumours  might  be,  fuch^  terror  could  not  be  totally 
unfounded;  there  could  not  exift  fo  much  fmoke  without  fire! 
One  of  the  charges,  Mr.  Windham  obferved,  that  had  been 
brought  forward  againft  Government  on  the  prefent  occafion 
was,  that  they  had  for  a  long  time  meant  to  carry  on  a  war 
againft  France  and  therefore  had  created  the  prefent  alarm: 
but  to  that  charge,  no  other  anfwer  appeared  necelfary  than  a' 
reference  to  dates.  The  alarm  had  exifted  in  November  laft, 
and  Government  did  not  take  their  firfl  meafures  till  Decem- 
ber. That  alarm  had  called  forth  the  different  loyal  alTocia- 
tions  which  had  been  fo  much  mifreprefented,  but  which  had 
meriicd  the  higheil  praife;  and  none  more  fo  than  that  which 
had  been  fo  calumniated,  of  the  Crown  and  Anchor;  an  Af- 
fociation,  that  had  aftually  been  the  means  of  faving  this 
country.  When  the  honourable  gentleman  wondered  that  he 
who  had  been  in  the  habits  of  ading  with  oppofition  (hould  at 
prefent  aft  with  Adminillration,  he  hoped  that  the  circum- 
ftance  of  his  having  long  reprefcntcd  the  ftate  of  the  country  to 
Adminiftration,  and  now  fupported  them  in  their  meafures, 
taken  for  its  fafety,  would  be  confidered  as  an  evidence  of  his 
fmccrity  on  the  fubjeft.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  de- 
clared that  the  more  uniform  andunivcrfal  that  fear  might  have 
been,  the  more  doubt  ought  there  to  be  of  the  exiftence  of  real 
danger:  but  this  was  a  new  tli'^ory  ;  and  to  his  mind  it  appear- 
ed more  an  univerfality  of  fear,  than  any  principle  of  panic 
which  that  honourable  gentleman  could  have  difcovered.  There 
was  not  a  writer  on  the  fubjeft,  who  had  not  boafted  that  this 
was  a  new  ara  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind  ;  an  aera  when  light 
was  moi^  than  ufually  difFufed,  and  when  public  opinion  was 
beginning  to  be  heard,  and  could  not  be  refifted.  Other  men 
might  form  a  far  different  judgement;  they  might  declare  that 
the  engine  of  thefe  irrefiftible  efforts  was  not  that  of  public 
opinion,  but  that  it  was  the  engine  of  the  prefs,  fet  to  work 
by  every  poiuble  art,  and  addrelled  to  the  paffions  of  men, 
who  were  incapable  of  being  aftuated  by  an  appeal  to  their 
rcafon.  Whea  thefe  means  had  already  overturned  the  Go- 
vernment of  a  neighbouring  country  from  its  bafe,  ought  we 
not  to  guard  from  fuch  fatal  ef^eftsr  It  had  been  faid  by  the 
agents  of  Mr.  Paine,  that  the  principles  which  would  produce 
t^e  fame  event  in  this  country  were  operating  with  the  filencc 
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and  rapidity  of  thought.     He  firmly  believed  it:  the  faft  was, 
fome  time  fincje,  to  be  afcertained.  from  the  general  opinions 
of  the  people  ;  from  the  fears  of  thofe  who  dreaded  the  event ; 
from  the  fanguine  expeftations  of  thofe  who  wiflied  it.     It 
had  been'the  ruin  of  the  Govertiment  of  France,  that  they  did 
not  adopt  and  carry  into  pradice  timely  meafures  of  preverr- 
tion  i  and  Ihould  we  not  take  warning  from  the  lamentable 
example  of  that  unhappy  country  ?     Who  were  the  Governors 
of  France  at  this  moment  ?     People  raifed  from  the  lowed  to 
the  higheft  fuuations,  who  domineered  over  the  fairefl  cities: 
and  a  change  in  the  political  f;»'(lem  of  this  country  would  throw 
power  into  the  hands  of  characters  fimilar  to  thofe  in  France 
who  have  followed  the  fcries  of  reformers,  too  many  to  be 
enumerated.     Was  the  probability  of  fuch  an  event  no  jqft 
fubjeft  of  alarm  and  danger  ?     The  maiTacres  of  the  ad  of 
September  were  faid  to  have  been  produced  by  a  mere  handful 
of  men.     If  that  were  true,    if  fo  fmall  a  number  could 
accomplifli  fo  exlenfive  a  mifchief  in  Paris,  guarded  by  armed 
troops,  could  fuch  a  city  as, London  efcape  the  blow?     Mr. 
Windham  then  ftated  a  report  which  he  had  heard,  of  clubs 
having  been  formed,  to  which  thofe  who  were  admitted  re- 
ceived money  for  their  attendance,    and  were  told  that  their 
/ervices  would  be  wanted  on  fome  future  occafion.     Such  a 
report  might  poffibly  be  untrue,  but  he  had  certainly  heard  it, 
and  he  had  heard  it  from  people  not  connected  with  each  other. 
When  it  was  aflcrted  that  fuch  clubs  met  only  for  the  purpofe  ' 
of  parliamentary  reform,  and  conduced  thcmfelves  in  an  or* 
derly  manner,  he  thought  that  the  ground  for  alarm  was  greater ; 
juft  as  he  (hould  have  more  reafon  to  fear  an  hodile  army  on 
being  told  that  it  was  well  difciplined.     It  was  curious  that 
gentlemen  fhould  require  proofs  of  fuch  a  fa6l  as  that  of  the 
opinion  entertained  throughout  the  kingdom.     The  unani- 
mous confent  of  the  Hoafe  of  Commons,  on  meeting  after 
the  rccefs,  was  pretty  good  evidence  of  fuch  9,  faft.     As  to  his 
having  canvaffed  for  Government,   he  denied  the  alfertion; 
and  he  thought  when  mifreprefentations  were  fo  much  con- 
demned,  that  mifreprefentations  of  fuch  a  nature  ought  to 
have  been  avoided.     He  had  before  faid,    and  again  aiferted, 
that  there  might  exift  critical  circumftanges  of  the  country,  in 
nrfaich  to  fupport  Adminidration  was  the  firft  duty  of  men  of 
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every  party.  Such  was  the  cafe  at  prefent,  and  it  behoved 
gentlemen  to  be  upon  their  guard ;  the  fire  was  fupprelfed  for 
a  time,  but  not  exti ngu ifhed.  The  meafurc?s  of  Government 
had  already  produced  good  cfFcdls.  They  had  clieckcd  the 
operations  of  thofe'who  wiHicd  to  overturn  the  Conditution ; 
they  had  (lopped  others  from  going  over  to  their  parly  ;  but  he 
feared  they  had  not  made  one  profelyte.  Thc^e  men  had  now 
found  it  to  their  advantage  to  pretend  that  no  danger  had  hap- 
pened i  like  houfc-brcakers  who  relied  on  their  arms,  and  af- 
fe6led  ignorance,  when  on  the  eye  of  detes5lion  by^the  family 
whom  their  efforts  had  awakened;  but  who  rcfolved,  as  foon 
as  fufpicion  (hould  be  laid  ailecp,  to  renew  their  atrocities^ 
Mr.  Windham  fpoke  of '  the  obtVmate  incredulity  of  the  ho- 
nourable .gentleman  in  pcrfiHing  to  think  that  the  alarm 
throughout  the  country  was  created  by  Adminiftration  as  a 
pretext  for  ttieir  fubfequent  conduft;  and  aiFerted  that  theeri- 
dence  of  danger  was  indubitable,  and  was  fuch  as  the  majority 
of  the  JHoufe  had  fanftioncd  by  its  aflcnt.  He  therefore  totally 
difapprovcd  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  MARTIN  defended  himfelf  from  any  imputation 
which  might  apply  to  him  in  confequencc  of  his  being  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends  to  the  People,  and  declared  he 
was  not  a  friend  to  any  particular  clafs  exclufive  of  the  reft, 
but  that  he  was  a  friend  to  the  lower,  the  middling,  and  the 
liigher  clalTes  colledlively.  The  conduft  of  Minifters,  he 
'  faid",  would  have  met  his  approbation,  could  he  have  believed 
that  grounds  of  alarm  had  really  exifted ;  but  he  believed  no 
fuch  thing.  Mr.  Martin  was  proceeding  to  ilate  the  princi- 
ples on  which  he  had  originally  become  a  Member  of  the  So- 
ciety that  he  had  before  alluded  to,  but,  perceiving  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe  to  be  unfavourable  to  a  detail  of  that  nature)  de- 
fiftcd  from  his  ijitcntion. 

The  LORD  MAYOR  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Windham)  had  fo  ably  anfwercd  the  arguments 
and  obfervations  of  the  honourable  mover,  that  he  would  not 
attempt  to  enter  much  at  large  into  the  fubjeft  of  a  reply  ;  but 
with  the^eave  of  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  take  the  liberty  to^ftate 
a  few  fails,  which,  though  they  might  not  tend  to  ftrengthen 
the  general  opinion  of  the  Houfe  on  the  exiftence  of  Jacobin 
focieties  and  feditious  pradices  in  the  capital^  might  perhaps 
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contribute  a  little  to  remove  the  perlevering  credulity  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him. 

Soon  after  the  promulgation  of  the  King's  proclamation  in 
May,  he  had  feh  it  his  particular  duty,  as  approaching  to  the 
high  ftation  in  the  city  which  he  had  now  the  honour  to  (ill,  to 
make  diligent  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  end  of  thofe  dange-^ 
rous  praAices  at  that  time  dated  to  prevail ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  he  was  foon  apprifed,  not  by  anonymous  or  hearfay 
information,  but  by  regular  and  accurate  evidence  of  parties 
who  were  prefent,  and  who,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  the 
Magiftrates  on  their  guard,  from  a  true  regard  to  the  fafety  and 
welfare  of  the  country,  had  afFeSed  to  engage  in  all  the  mad 
anddefperate  proje£ls  at  that  time  in  agitation,  that  numerous 
focieties  were  formed  in  the  metropolis,  frequently  aflemblingy 
under  thcfpecious  pretext,  certainly,  of  obtaining  a  reform  in 
Parliament,  or  aflfociated  as  Friends  of  the  People.  And  here 
his  Lordfbip  begged  to  be  clearly  and  diftin&ly  underftood  as 
nbl  intending  the  flighted  reflexion  on  a  very  refpe&able  body 
of  gentlemen^  publicly  aflbciated,  under  a  fimilar  appellatioUf 
in  another  place  ;  for  their  purpofe  had  been  openly  and  man- 
fully avowed,  and  the  rank  oflhe  parties,  and  the  great  ftake 
which  feveral  of  them  held  in  the  country,  made  it  abfolutely 
impoflible  for  them  to  be  implicated,  in  the  flighted  degree, 
by  what  he  fliould  offer  to  the  Houfe. 

But  the  fa£l  was,  that  under  one  or  the  other  of  thofe  deno- 
miifations,  thofe  focieties,  checked,  undoubtedly,  during  the 
fummer,  by  the  progrefs  of  the  allied  powers,  became,  ex- 
ceedingly adive,  and  increaflng  in  proportion  to  the  reverfe 
which  followed,  8  or  900  new  Members  being  admitted  in 
one  week. 

The  conduft  of  thofe  focieties  was  fydematical,  accurately 
arranged  under  a  few  leaders,  adopting  in  the  wided  extreme 
i^e  principles  of  Tom  Paine,  and  always  neglefting  the  appa- 
rent objed  of  their  aflbciating,  for  the  purpofe  of  inculcating, 
under  the  name  of  a  reform  in  Parliament,  principles  totally 
fubverfive  of  our  happy  conditution.  French  opinions  were 
recommended  uniformly  and  artfully  at  all  the  various  clubs^ 
and  difleminated  with  the  utmod  indudry  into  all  the  corners 
of  the  kingdom,  and  under  the  forms  of  French  modes,  aflem- 
bling  by  the  phrafes  of  Citizen  and  Equal.  "  No  King," 
'*  No  nobles,"  "  No  clergy,''  were  the  fubjea$  of  their  dif- 
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cuflions. ;  and  the  only  remedy  pointed  out  by  the  leaders,  was 
the  defperate  extremity  of  creating  a  new  organ,  namely,  a 
convention  of  Engliflimen;  it  being  roundly  aflcrted,  that 
Parliament  itfelf  was  too  corrupt  to  admit  of  any  other  re- 
fource.  The  Lord  Mayor  dated,  that  thofe  views  appearing 
to  hrm  equally  monftrous  and  incredible,  he  had  given  to  them 
but  little  of  his  confidence,  until  he  found,  about  the  period 
when  he  took  the  Mayoralty  Chair,  that  the  information, 
which  had  been  given  to  him  fo  early  as  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, of  an  addrefs  to  the  National  Convention,  from  fe- 
Verat  of  thofe  focieties,  a  meafure  which  he  then  difbelieved, 
was  aSually  prefented,  and  favourably  received  at  the  bar  of 
that  body  of  Legiflators ;  he  became  from  that  moment  pretty 
well  convinced  of  the  authenticity  and  vahie  of  his  communi- 
cations, and  his  Lordftiip  put  it  fairly  to  the  Houfc,  to  decide 
whether,  under  the  circnmftances  ftnted,  he  was  not  bound  in 
duty  to  take  every  meafure  which  his  prudeiKe  could  fuggeft, 
both  of  precaution  and  prevention.  And  the  Citizens  of  Lon- 
don, to  their  immortal  honour,  hrd  (b  warmly  feconded  his 
endeavours,  that  thofe  focieties  were  confiderably  checked ;  and 
they  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  their  loyal  and  grateful 
thanks  to  His  Majefty,  for  his  paternal  care  in  aflembling  his 
Parliament,  and  taking  thofe  wife  and  vigorous  meafures 
which  have  promoted  the  peace  of  the  capital,  and  the  happt- 
nefs  and  welfare  of  the  country.  The  ftcps  in  the  mean  time 
taken  in  the  city,  were  neither  harfli  nor  oppreffivc.  The 
Magpftratcs  only  informing  the  publicans  to  be  on  their  guard 
againft  the  admiilion  of  bodies  of  men  unknown  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood, becaufe  wherever  fcditioiis  alfemWies  fliould  be  per- 
mitted, their  licence  could  not  be  renewed;  and  in  all  tli« 
cafes  of  anonymous  information,  it  was  his  (the  Lord  Mayor's) 
conftant  rule  to  ad  upon  them  in  no  other  way,  than  by  fend- 
ing for  tl>e  parues,  Hating  the  circumftances,  hearing  their 
sinfvver,  and  then  difmiffing  them  with  friendly  and  cogent 
ad\  ice.  Tht  Lord  Mayor  faid,  that  before  he  (at  down,  he 
would,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Hpufe,  reply  to  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  fubjeft  of  a  fix- 
pcnny  fociety  expelled  from  the  King's  Arms  in  Cornhill.-^ 
That. foe iety  ufuaily  confiilcd  of  fix  or  fcvcn  hundred  perfons, 
who  met  weekly  for  the  purpofe  of  difcuiCng  political  fubjc<Els, 
^fa  dulicate  and  inipcriant  natufc.     His  Lordfliip  profeifell 
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himfclf  a  friend  to  the  right  of  free  debate^  as  fome  of  the 
<leareft  principles  of  the  conftitutiony  and  he  therefore  only 
applied  himfelf  to  watch  the  abufc  of  that  privilege ;  and  it 
fo  happened,  that  information  was  brought  to  him,  which  can 
be  verified  upon  oath,  if  neceflary,  that  on  the  evening  preced- 
ing the  interruption  alluded  to,  the  Chairman  publicly  declar  • 
ed,  without  any  material  oppofition^  that  he  held  republican 
principles  ;  and  after  ftating  to  the  company,  details  of  riots 
lA  fundry  places,  and  particularly  an  attempi  to^  plant  the  tree 
of  liberty  in  Dundee,  he  added,  that  he  lamented  that  we  wert 
n9i  fo  forward.  Notwithftandmg  this,  his  Lordfliip  afted 
only  in  that  bufmefs  on  the  general  application  of  the  Deputy 
Common  Council,  and  other  inhabitants  of  .the  Ward,  and  at 
the  particular  requeft  of  the  owner  of  the  houfe,  who  honeltly 
cxprefled  to  him  his  llrong  diflike  of  their  late  proceedings,  and 
his  determination  to  put  a  ^ftop  to  them  ;  for  which  purpofe, 
he  claimed  the  protedion  of  the  civil  power.  His  Lordfliip 
fubmitted  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  how  far  his  conduct 
in  that  bufinefs  was  deferving  of  reprehenfion ;  and  concluded 
by  giving  his  opinion  that  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  was  not  neceflary- 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  from  the  fpeech  of  his  honourable 
friend  behind  him  (Mr,  Windham)  at  leatt  till  towards  the 
conclufion  of  it,  he  had  hoped  for  a  fpeedy  determination  of 
the  debate.  He  would  not  fay,  that  he  was  not  much  inte* 
relted  in  the  fate  of  his  honourable  friend*s  motion,  but  his 
anxiety  was  greatly  leflened,  from  the  refledlioo,  that  great 
part  of  its  objeA  had  been  already  obtained ;  for  to  have  drawn 
from  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham,)  now  fo  ftrenuous 
a  fupporter  of,  and  fo  much  in  the  confidence  of,  the  Minifler, 
a  total  difavowal  of  all  thofe  fuppofed  plots  and  infurre£Uons 
by  which  the  late  alarm  had  been  excited,  was  undoubtedly  a 
great  point  gained^  That  honourable  friend  of  his  had  now 
expre&ly  acknowledged,  that  no  infurre£tions  or  plots,  in  the 
fenfe  meant  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  ever 
exifled :  but  does  this  agree  with  what  has  been  held  out  by 
AfiniAer^?  No:  plots  and  infurre£lions  of  different  kinds 
and  in  different  places,  have  been  held  forth ;  a  confpiracy 
was  even  talked  of  for  taking  pofTeffion  of  the  Tower,  and  the 
time  fpecified  when  it  was  to  have  taken  place.    All  this^ 
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howcvci*,  is  now  given  up.     His  honourable  friend  feems 
fond  of  reaibning  altogether  in  general,  and,  in  his  fupport  of 
the  prefent  Adminiftration,  he  has  adopted  the  prudent  plan  of, 
giving  up  both  fa£t  and  argument ;  for  he  could  otherwife  give 

them  no  confident  fupport.  He  complains  of  being  mifrepre- 
fented  when  he  isftated  to  have  faid  that  he  gave  Miniders  -his 
fupport,  becaufe  he  entertained  a  bad  opinion  of  them ;  but  he 
did  uoqueftionably  fay,  that  his  obligation  to  ilrengthen  the 
Executive  Government  might  become,  on  that  account,  the 
more  binding.  There  fcemed,  therefore,  litile  ground  to 
complain  of  mifreprefentation.  Is  it,  howevef,  faiJ  Mr.  Fox, 
or  can  it  be  deemcJ  unrealonablc,  that  the  denial  now  given  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,    (hall  be.  given  formally  by  the 

'  Houfe,  that  they  (hall  give  a  vote  of  quiet  to  the  minds  of  the 
people?  Thisy  the  fortifications  of  the  Tower,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances  calailated  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  the  people  with 
ferious  alarm,  rendered  the  more  indifpenfably  requifite.  Mr. 
Fox  next  adverted  to  what  had  been  faid  of  the  clubs  at  Cro-, 
mar;  and  if  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had  been 
fo  much  mifinformed,  as  he  had  undoubtedly  been,  with  re-* 
fpeft  to  what  happened  in  a  village  within  two  miles  of  his 
own  houfe,  he  would  have  hoped  it  might  have  led  him  to  be 
mbre  jealous  of  the  information  he  received  as  to  other  Clubs 
tind  Aflbctations.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  and  his  friends  were 
not  obftinate  infidels;  they  defired,  only  to  be  convinced,  and 
^ould  readily  alter  their  opinion  if  they  faw  any  reafonablc 
evidence  to  induce  .them  fo  to  do.  As  to  what  had  been  faid 
by  his  honourable  friend^i  that  no  pretext  had  been  held  forth 
by  Miniders  to  juftify  the  proclamations  for  calling  out  the 
militia,  and  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  but  that  they  hact" 
fairly  and  diftinftly  ftated  the  faft ;  he  muft  beg  leave  to  ob^ 
fcrvc,  that  a  true  faft  may  frequently  be  ufed  as  a  falfe  prc^ 
text;  and  here,  by  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  account 
of  the  matter,  the  infurreSions  fatisfied  at  moft  but  the  letter 
of  the  Uw ;  while  a  caufe  totally  different,  and  unconnefted 
either  with  thefe  infurreftions  or  with  the  purview  pf  the  adt 

^  of  Parliament,  was  recurred  to  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  fpirit  of 

'  the  aft. 

A  worthy  Magiftrate  had  obfervcd,  that  the  number  of  dif- 
affeAed  had  decreafed  in  November,  but  that  they  opw  in-: 
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crcafed ;  was  not  a  war  the  very  means ,  of  procuring  fudi  in- 
creafe  i 

Mr.  Fox  nowadverted  to  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  ReevesV 
AITociation  in  receiving  and  confidering  anonymous  informal 
tions,  and  tranfmitting  them  to  Government;  which  he  re- 
probated in  the  ftxongcft  and  mod  emphaticalterrkiSy  as  de- 
flnidive  both  of  the  peace  and  charafter  of  individuals,  in  all 
probability  innocent,  and  totally  fubverfive  of  every  principle 
of  liberty.  With  refpeS  to  thcprefent  circumftances  pf  the 
country,  Mr.  Fox  faid  it  was  undoubtedly  true  that  many  of 
thofe  friends  whom  he  highly  refpefted,  and  with  whom  he 
had  long  been  accuftomed  to  think  and  a<^,  entertained  a  much 
greater  degree  of  alarm  than  he  did,  and  of  courfc  differed 
with  him  in  fome  degree  as  to  the  extent  of  thefupport  which 
ihould  be  given  at  this  time  to  the  Executive  Government.— 
They  acted,  he  knew,  on  the  mod  honourable  principles; 
and  he  had  the  fatisfadion  alfo  to  know  that  that  temporary 
dtfagrecment  in  opinion  on  the  prefent  occadon,  made  no  diff» 
fertnce  whatever  in  the  great  line  of  their  political  principles; 
in  their  difapprobation  both  of  the  general  fyttem  of  the  prefent 
adminidration,  and  of  the  way  by  which  they  came  intoodice* 
He  faid  that  the  dire6t  lie  had  now  been  given  to  the  ^ontepts 
pf  many  pamphlets  equally  dangerous  with  any  of  Paine'f 
books;  particularly  one,  called  the  Dream  of  an  Englidimanp 
and  others  \  which  had  been  indudrioufly  circulated  to  fpread 
alann  anddidrefs  over  the  face  of  the  country.  Was  it  to  be 
held  a  judicable  expedient  of  Government  to  tell  the  Public  that 
tlreafims  and  confpiracjos  exited,  and  neither  to  profecute  nor 
endeavour  to  difcover  the  confpirators  am  traitors?  He  and 
his  friends  might  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  as  if  they  felt  galled 
ppon  the  fubje£k.  He  owned  he  did  fpeak  Muth  fome  fuch 
feeling,  becaufe  he  knew  it  had  been  confidently  faid  that  let- 
ters had  been  written  by  him  and  his  friendsi  to  perfons  in 
France,  of  a  dangerous. tendency,  and  that  it  was  only  owing 
$0  the  lenity  of  Minidersv  that  they  were  not  produced.  If 
Minifters  were  in  pofleflion  of  any  fuch  letters,  he  challenged 
th^m  to  the  proofs  But  he  ihould  be  told  it  was  an  auk  ward 
diing  to  produce  letters  opened  at  the  Pod  Odice.  To  that  lie 
ihould  anfwer,  the  aukwardnefs  was  in  opening  them  at  the 
Poft  Office.    It  did,  however,  fo  happen,  that  for,  he  be- 
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Kevedp  more  than  two  years,  he  had  not  had  occafion  to  write 
a  Tingle  letter  to  France,  except  one  to  an  Englifli  friend  (Lord 
Lauderdale)  when  at  Paris.  Again  he  (hould  be  told,  that  he 
had  feen  Frenchmen  in  this  country,  that  he  had  feen  the  French 
Minifter.  He  had  feen  Frenchmen  here,  and  had  feen  the 
French  Minifter;  but  he  had  yet  to  learn,  that  it  was  any 
crime  for  him  or  any  gentleman  to  fee  the  Minifter  fent  to 
our  Court  from  any  country.  He  knew  of  no  law  by  which 
MemWrs  of  Parliament,  like  Senators  of  Venice,  were  pro- 
hibited from  even  convcrfing  with  the  Minifters  of  foreign 
States.  Was  it  not  a  fituation  of  the  country  horrible  to  re- 
late, that,  men's  correfpondence  and  converfation  were  to  be 
pried  into  with  fuch  inquifitorial  jealoufy,  as  to  make  it  dan- 
gerous for  them  to  commit  th^ir  thoughts  to  paper,  or  to  con- 
Ycrfc  with  a  ftrangcr,  but  in  prefcncc  of  a  third  pcrfon  ?  Let 
the  Houfc  do  away  all  thefe  fufpicions  and  rumours  by  an  ho- 
neft  inquiry,  and  redore  the  Public  to  that  freedom  and  confi- 
dence, both  of  writing  and  fpeech,  which  it  was  the  pride  of 
our  Conftitution  to  beltow,  and  which  became  the  frank  and 
open  character  of  a  free  people.  The  right  honourable;  gentle- 
man had  faid,  that  thefe  plotters  againft  the  Conftitution  were 
only  quiet  like  a  gang  of  houfe-breakers,  who  had  difturbed 
the  family,  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  repeat  the  attempt : 
what  would  be  the  conduft  of  thp  right  honourable  gentleman 
if  he  were  really  alarmed  by  houfe-breakers  ?  Would  he  make 
no  inquiry  to  difcover  the  gang,  and  thereby  prevent  them 
from  repeating  the  attempt  ?  Or  would  he  adopt  the  fpirit  of 
Si  bill  once  propofed  in  that  Houfe,  in  ccnfequence  of  nume«- 
rous  burglaries,  of  which  Jews  were  fufpeftcd  to  be  the  per- 
petrators ?  The  tenor  of  this  bill  was,  any  Jew  or  fufpefted 
pcrfon  that  fliould  be  feen  looking  down  an  area,  (hould  be  found 
guilty, — Death.  If  the  Houfe  refufed  to  inquire  into  the 
grounds  of  the  fufpicions  to  which  they  had  given  the  fanflion 
of  their  belief,  they  put  every  perfon  upon  whom  fufpicion 
fell,  into  at  mod  as  bad  a  fituation  as  the  fufpeAed  perfons 
under  fuch  a  bill.  A  circumftance  refpefting  the  feceflion 
of  fome  gentlemen  from,  the  Whig  Club  had  been  alluded  to, 
which  he  could  have  wifhed  had  not  been  mentioned  in  that 
place.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid  he  had  canrafle^ 
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for  no  perfons  to  join  him  in  that  feceflion ;  but  was  not  the 
very  nnode  in  which  he  had  done  it  a  canvafs  ? 

He  was  fure  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  his  friend, 
becaufe  he  told  him  fo ;  he  knew  that  he  was  the  friend  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman — but  had  he  no  other  proofs  but 
the  circumftance  juft  mentioned,  and  the  publication  conneded 
with  ity  he  ihould  not  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  hope  that  any 
friendfliip  exifted  between  them.  His  right  honourable  friend^ 
whom  he  never  fufpeded  of  intending  to  fupport  Admiiiiftra** 
tion  in  any  other  mode  than  that  which  he  profefledy  was  per- 
haps raifing  a  fort  of  independent  corps  ;  and  fome  might  per* 
haps  be^  induced  to  join  it,  preferring  that  mode  of  quitting 
their  old  friends  to  a  more  open  defertion.  But  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  would  recolleiEl  that  thefe  independent  com- 
panies, when  once  raifed,  were  always  incorporated  with  the 
regular  battalions.  The  operation  of  fear  was  not  eafily  cal* 
culatedy  when  they  faw  already  that  it  had  made  a  Chancellor. 
To  his  right  honourable  friend  it  had  produced  only  reputation. 
He  was  now  extolled  as  one  of  the  very  firft  men  in  the  coun- 
try, not  for  thofe  virtues  and  abilities  that  well  entitled  him  to- 
the  rank,  but  for  his  quick  fenfe  of  alarm,  and  his  perfeverance 
in  difmay.  When  fear  could  thus  confer  both  profit  and  re- 
putation, there  was  no  faying  to  what  man  might  afpireby  this 
glorious  kind  of  magnanimous  timidity.  He  concluded  with 
declaring  that  he  was  ftill  incredulous,  and  (hould  vote  for 
inquiry,  which  was  never  more  neceffary  than  when  the  fitua^ 
ti^n  of  the  country  was  apprehended  to  be  dangerous. 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  in  explanation,  faid,  he  had  ftated  that 
infurre£tions,  however  they  might  juftify  the  conduct  of  Minif- 
ters,  were  not  the  ground  of  his  opinions,  or  of  his  conduft, 
but  the  general  (late  of  the  country.  With  rcfpeft  to  the 
condud  of  a  gentleman  not  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  (Mr. 
Reeves)  he  had  praifed  only  in  general  terms,  his  giving  birth 
to  the  Aifociations  which  had  done  fo  much  good.  With  the 
mode  of  receiving  anonymous  information,  he  was  not  ac^ 
quainted,  he  had  not  commended  it,  and  he  was  not  ptepared 
to  condemn  it.  He  begged  to  be  underdood  as  giving  no 
opinion  up6n  it;  if  in  any  proceeding  which  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  adopt,  there  was  an  air  of  hofiility  to  his  right  ha- 
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fiouraMe  friend,  there  was  no  man  that  lamented  it  move  fin* 
cerely  than  himfelf. 

Mr*  BURKE  faid,.  that  as  they  were  divided  into  the  alarm- 
el  and 'the  alarmids,  it  was  a  great  addition  to  his  alarm,  to 
hear  a  great  Statefman  advance  principles^  which  our  Govern- 
menty  and  every  rational  fociety,  totally  difclaimed.  Tbo 
yight  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  in  (ubftance,  that  if  a  dor 
medic  fa£lion  was  combined  with  a  foreign  enemy,  we  mud 
not  declare  War  againft  the  foreign  enemy,  for  fear  of  ftrength-i 
cning  the  domeftic  fadlion.  Very  differently  had  our  anceftortf 
thought  and  afled  at  the  Revolution,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  of  George  I.  and  George  II.  ;  at  each  of  thefe  periods 
the^e  were  many  pcrfons  at  home  dilTatisiied  with  the  Govern** 
ment,  but  that  did  not  deter  Mirtlfters  from  declaring  war 
againft  France.  To  be  deterred  by  any  fuch  motive,  would 
be  to  declare  faftion  triumphant.  To  the  reverfc  of  fuch  po- 
licy  Was  it  owing  that  we  had  been  able  to  prcferve  our  Mo* 
narchy,  our  Peers,  and  our  Commons.  Were  we  to  wait  till 
France  could  turn  againft  us  the  force  of  the  countries  flie  had 
conquered  and  pillaged,  for  that  was  her  mode  of  making  war ; 
till  Dumourier  had  plundered  the  bank  of  Amfterdam,  fo  in*- 
timately  conneftcd  with  the  bank  of  England,  that  rfiey  might 
be  faidtobe  the  fame?  The  honourable  gentleman  had  opened 
his  motion  with  his  ufual  ij;a'tet\',  in  a  ftile  of  gaiety  which,  in 
another  perfun,  might  hare  been  thought  to  favour  of  malig- 
nity ;  but  his  arguments  were  not  very  conclufive.  If  it  wais 
faid  that  the  Miniders  had  excited  a  falfe  alarm,  from  their 
terrors  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  it  might  be  aiked  whence 
came  thofe  terrors  ?  Neither  the  honourable  mover,  nor  his 
hofiourable  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Grey)  though  they  were  al- 
ways talking  of  reform,  had  ever  made  any  motion  on  the  fub- 
jeft.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  had  always 
declared,  that  he  had  never  feen  any  plan  ot  reform  of  which 
he  thought  {6  well  as  to  propofe  it  to  the  Houfe,  and  it  was 
not  very  candid  in  any  man,  who  faw  it  in  that  poiqtof  view, 
to  be  gQading  others  to  undertake  it.  The  Minifter  had  done 
iQore  on  thefubjc&  than  any  man  in  theHouIe,  more  than  he 
tliought  it  wife  for  any  man  to  do.  He  had  twice  moved  it  in 
Parliament,  and  onCe  got  it  recommepded  from  the  Throne  ; 
the  latter  a  meafure  of  which  he  mod  pointedly  difapproved,  as 
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tending  to  make  the  people  believe  that  they  were  not  properly 
rcprc rented.     He  had  heard  many  hiotions  for  thefe  reforms, 
and  had  always  oppofed,  but  never  drea^Jed  them,  while  pre- 
vious ftcps  were  not  taken  to  infufe  into  the  people  diftruft  and 
contempt  of  their  rcprefentatives.     Whether  fomething  might 
not  be  done  to  correft  unimportant  defects  here  or  there,  he 
neither  knew  nor  cared,  while  the  general  fyftem  was  pre- 
served entire ;  and  to  that  he  feared  no  danger  from  fober  dif- 
cuflion  in  that  Houfe,  independent  of  faftious  combinations 
abroad.     The  war  gave  no  folid  increafe  of  power  to  the  Mi- 
nifter.     By  it  he  hazarded  much  more  than  he  could  gain. — 
He  rifked  that  which  was  the  bafis  of  his  popularity,  his  fyftem 
of  finance;  and  confequently  had  no  motives  of  perfonal  inte- 
rcft  for  doing  that  late  which  he  ought  to  have  done  early.— 
The  vi<3orious  enemy  whom  we  had  to  engage,  and  forry  he 
was  to  fay  that  they  were  viQori  jus,  had  long  been  connedcd 
with  a  faftlon  at  home,  whofe  objeS  was  to  force  us  into  an 
alliance  with  the  French,  for  the  purpofc  of  jointly  propagat- 
ing their  mifchievous  principles.     To  prove  this,  he  read  ex- 
traiSls  from  the  correfpondence  of  the  Revolution  Society  in 
1791  with  27  Jacobin  Societies  in  France,  and  the  names  of 
the  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  that 
year,  to  (hew  that  they  were  not  men  of  mean  ftation  or  incpn- 
fiderable  influence.     To  the  fentiments  contained  in  this  cor- 
rcfp''»ndence,  all  adverfe  to  the  Conftitution,  two  perfons,  not 
Members  of  the  Society,  had  put  their  names  in  teftimony  of 
approbation.     Thefe  were  Mr.  Paine  and  Dr.  Pritftley — the 
former  now  a  Member  of  the   French  Convention,  and  the 
latter^  whofe  great  fervices  to  philofophy,  politics,  and  reli- 
gion had  not  been  fufficiently  rewarded  in  this  country,  was 
honoured  with  the  citizenfliip  of  France,  becaufe  he  declared 
boftility  to  the  Conftitution  of  England.     When  he  knew  that 
this  had  been  going  on  for  four  years,  was  his  alarm  to  be  call- 
ed a  vain  alarm  ?    On  the  i8th  of  November,  a  fet  of  Englifli- 
men  al  Paris  prcfentcd  an  addrefs  to  the  Convention,  implor- 
ing their  good  offices  in  new  modelling  the  Britifh  Conftitu- 
tion ;  and  on  the  next  day  was  pafTed  the  famous  decree  for 
encouraging  rebellion  in  every  country.     Another  Society  had 
made  a  donation  for  carrying  on  the  crufade  of  French  liberty, 
which  the  Convention  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  accept,  and 
Vol,  XXXV.  F 
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promife  in  return  ?Lid  and  prote£lion  to  its  new  fiibjefts.  He 
begged  to  difclaim  fuch  proleaion.  He  would  not  have  Du- 
mourier,  powerful  as  he  thought  him,  to  protefl:  the  Britifli 
Conftitution.  He  would  truft  rather  to  our  own  Minifters^ 
were  his  opinion  of  them  ten  times  worfe  than  it  was.  MeflTrs* 
Cooper  and  Watt  had  prefented  an  addreft,  and  carried  the 
Britifli  colours  in  a  procefllon,  and  on>  what  occafion — ^thc 
moft  rnfamous  that  ever  difgraced  the  name  of  Government,. 
A  fei  of  foldicrs  had  been  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  con- 
demned to  the  gallics.  Thefe  were- fit  men  for  the  republicans 
of  Paris.  They  might  be  ufcful — though  bad  foldiers,  they 
might  be  good  murderers.  They  were  releafed  in  contempt  of 
the  AfTembly  then  fittmg,  brought  to  Paris,  and  paraded  m 
triumph  through  the  hall.  On  this  deteftable  occafion,  Mr^ 
Cooper  and  Mr.  Watt  carried  the  Britifh  colours.  They  were 
locked  in  the  fraternizing  embrace — they  received  the  frater- 
nizing ki(s.  They  went  from  the  Hall  of  the  Aflcmbly  to  the 
Hall  of  the  Jacobins^  where  they  kiiTed  the  bloody  cheek  of 
Marat,  the  iron  cheek  of  Pluto  inftead  of  Froferpine. 

What  ardent  tranfpqrts  thro'  their  bofbms  ran,. 
Ctafp'd  in  th'  embraces  of  the  godlike  Man  ! 

At  Manchefter  a  fiibfcription  was  opened  for  the  widows  of 
the  Marfeillois  who  fell  on  the  loth  of  Auguft.  The  maflacrc 
of  the  roth  of  Auguft  was  never  called  by  its  proper  name  v 
the  murders  committed  on  that  day,  which  murdered  the  Con- 
ftitution^  were  not  murdfers,  but  afts  of  national  juftice,  of 
which  alP  were  emulous  to  (hare  the  glory.  When  Briflut, 
Petion,  and  their  party,  had  murdered  o.r  filled  the  prifons  with. 
their  opponents^  and  obtained  powers  for  themfelveSy  they  be- 
came all  of  a  Hidden  great  lovers  of  order ;  but  when  another 
party  that  wiihcd  to  fupplant  them  murdered  thefe  very  prifon- 
ers,  which  they  were  fiifFered  to  do  nnoppofcd,  and  were  pre- 
paring to  remove  the  new  men  in  power,  as  they  had  removed 
their  predccertors,  then,  and  not  fill  then,,  they  exclaimed 
againft  the  maflacre  of  September  as  a  thing  totally  different 
from  the  maflacre  of  Auguft,  and  in  which  the  nation  had  no 
,  part.  What  was  murder  in  one  month  was  not  murder  i» 
another — they  reminded  him  of  the  direftions  in  old  alma- 
nacks— in  fuch  a  month  let  bloodr-ia  fuch  another  take  cool* 
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,iDg  phyfic.  But  the  people  were  not  qiiite  fo  nice  in  their  dif- 
tiatlions  as  the  Convention.  When  the  latter  ordered  that  the 
murderers  of  September  fliould  be  profecuted,  the  forty-eight 
ledions  came  with  an  addrefsy  and  faid  thefe  murders  were 
our  3iS;  they  too  were  national  murders ;  we  were  all  engaged 
in  them  ;  will  you  profccutc  eight  hundred  thoufand  people? 
They  did  not  afcribc  thefe  murders  to  the  invafion  of  the  Au- 
ftrian  and  Pruffian  armies,  an  excufe  firft  invented  for  them  i^ 
that  Houfe;  they  faid,  that  the  perfons  murdered  were  Arifto- 
<:rats,  who  had  contrived  to  get  themfelves  crowded  into  all 
the  prifons,  from  which,  as  fo  many  forts,  they  might  fally 
forth  on  the  Jacobins,  the  firft  convenient  opportunity.  What 
'WouM  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  was  fuch  a  critic  in  plots, 
fay  to  fo  well-devifed  a  plot  as  this  ?  Mr.  Burke  dwelt  upon 
this  topic  for  a  confiderable  time,  enumerating  the  priefts  and 
the  women  that  were  raurdered-^among  thefe  was  the  Princefs 
of  Lamballe.  It  happened  that  her  head  was  cut  off,  and  it 
happened,  that  next  day  M.  Egalite  got  her.  jointure. 

Mr.  FOX,  by  fome  gefture,  exprefled  his  difbelief  of  this. 

Mr.  BURKE  haftily  aflced  if  it  was  untrue  i 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  certainly ;  but  not  mor^  untrue  than  much 
of  what  he  had  ftated  befides* 

Mr.  BURKE  faid,  he  ftated  nothing  but  on  accurate  inquiry, 
and  with  the  proofs  in  his  poifeftion  ;  and  any  man  that  faid  hi$ 
aflcrtions  were  untrue,  without  confuting  them,  and  (hewing 
how  they  were  fo,  was  a  calumniator. 

Mr.  FOX  called  to  order,  and  faid^  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  meant  to  affront  him  perfonally,  he  fhould  do  that 
clfewhere.  With  refpefl:  to  his  affertions,  fi3^  of  them  had 
been  confuted  in  one  day.  ^ 

Mr.  BURKE  was  again  going  on  with  the  fame  fubjedl. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  him  that  it  had  ^o  relation  to  jthe 
queftion  before  the  Houfe. 

'  Mr.  BURKE  faid,  the  fubjeft  vyras  not  introduced  into  the 
debate  by  him.  He  couUnot  bear  patiently  attempts  to  per- 
vert the  Ecglifli  charader  by  apologies  for  murders.  A  ncwfr- 
paper,  the  Morning  Chronicle,  in  the  month  of  November, 
attempted  to  apologize  for  thofe  murders,  as  a£ts  of  fubftantia) 
jttftice^  though  (hocking  to  humanity-^ 
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Mr.  Burke  purfued  his  fubjeS  in  the  way  of  queftion  to 
Mr.   Fox,  and  being  again  called  to  order,  adverted  to  Mr. 
Sheridan's  charge  of  bad  tafte  for  introducing  the  trick  of  a  dag- 
ger on  a  former  debate ;  whofe  manner,  he  faid,  fecmed  ra- 
ther to  be  borrowed  from  his  new  conncdions,  than  to  be  the 
natural  growth  of  his  old  principles.     He  read  a  long  letter 
from  a  mamifadlurer  at  Birmingham,  giving  an  account  of 
the  order  given  by  Dr.   Maxwell  for  making  daggers  there, 
lind  faid,  the  only  error  he  had  committed  in  mentioning  the 
bufmefs  before,  was  in  ftating  that  3000  were  ordered,  and 
72  made;  whereas  in  fadl   10,000  were  ordered,  and  4000. 
Tnade.     He  remarked  on  fome  publication  by  a  Mr.  Ofwald, 
now  in  Paris,  who  exprefled  his  hopes  that  all  Government  by 
reprefentation  would  foon  be  at  an  end,  and  that  France  would 
be  freed  from  their  iron  yoke  of  property.     This  was  now  in 
agitation  all  over  France.     The  old  proprietors  were  pretty 
well  got  rid  of  by  murder  or  confifcation.     Thofe  who  had 
fliared  in  the  plunder  were  endeavouring  to  make  a  (land,  but 
they  would  foon  be  overpowered.     The  fovereignty  of  the 
people  was  the  moft  falfc,  wicked,  and  mifchievous  doftrine 
that  ever  could  be  preached  to  them.     It  was  falfe,  becaufe 
they  had  no  meaos  of  exercifing  their  fovereignty;  and  why 
was  it  broached?     Under  a  dclufion  to  ftrip  them  of  their  na- 
.  tural  guardians,  to  kill  the  (hepherd  and  his  dogs,  and  make 
way  for  the  wolves.     If  the  majority  of  the  Public  was  to  be 
taken  not  by  weight,  but  by  tale,  the  moft  ignorant  would 
cleft,  and  none  but  the  crafty  and  the  wicked  would  be  elefted. 
It  was  faid  to  be  dangerous  to  introduce  an  oppofulon  of  inte^p 
-reft  between  the  rich  and  the  poor:  was  not  this  very  oppofi- 
tion  now  the  queftion  all  over  France  and  Flanders  ?     Thq 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  warned   the  Houfe  of  this 
danger,  faid,  the  man  who  pofTcffed  no  property  had  as  much 
intereft  in  the  Conftitution,  and  good  order  of  focieiy,  as  the 
man  vvho  did.     True,  an  intereft  vifible  to  every  well-iaform- 
cd  man,  but  by  no  means  fo  to  th^  ignorant. .  The  moment 
that  equality  aqd  the  fovereignty  of  the  people  was  adopted  as 
the  rule  of  Government,  property  would  be  at  an  end,  ^nd  re- 
ligion, pnorality  arjd  law,  which  grew  out  of  property^  would 
fall  with  it.     The  rjght  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  defcr- 
tions  frofi^  tjjc  party  of  which  he  w^s  the  leader,  from  wcarincft 
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of  travelling  fo  long  in  the  barren  traft  of  oppofitlon.  The 
deferts  of  Arabia  had  no  charms  for  thefe  deferters :  but  per- 
haps, if  a  Caravan  travelling  through  thefe  deferts  fliould  find 
that  their  leader,  from  paflion  or  obflinacy,  had  wandered 
from  the  right  road,  and  that  by  following  him  they'  were  in 
dangerof  being  attacked. by  fome  plundering  Sheik,  ^hey  might 
be  allowed  to  think  a  little  of  their  own  fafety,  and  to  take 
meafures  fqr  fecuring  it,  independent  of  the  Caravan  Bafhaw. 
He  could  fay  for  himfelf  that  he  had  deferted  no  party,  and 
that  of  thofe  with  whom  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  afi  then? 
was  not  one  that  differed  from  him  in  opinion  on  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs,  or  difapproved  of  a  Hngle  vote  he  had  given  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  feffion.  Thofe  who  had  incidentally  < 
joined  that  party  by  the  way  had  no  claim  upon  him.  He  had 
a  high  opinion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  abilities, 
but  he  could  not  fubmit  his  judgement  implicitly  to  the  abili- 
ties of  any  man.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  learn- 
ed from  Dr.  Price  that  Kings  might  be  cafliiered,  but  feemed 
to  forget  that  the  leaders  of  parties  could  do  wrong.  Yet  if 
the  leader  fhould  feem  to  confider  the  party  as  made  only  for 
him,  indead  of  confidering  himfelf  ^S'  |;>ut  a  part  of  it;  if  he 
ihould  adopt  a  line  of  conduft  without  confent  or  confultation  ; 
if  he  ihould  make  fpeeches  and  motions,  as  if  he  meant  to  fay^ 
you  diflike  what  I  did  to  day,  I  will  do  more  to-morrow ;  if 
you  difapprove  of  what  I  do  to-morrow,  worfe  awaits  you  for 
the  day  after  that ;  it  might  then  be  fuppofed  that  the  party 
was  at  liberty  to  leave  him.  Mr.  Burke  purfued  this  allufion 
to  confiderable  length,  tending  to  convey  an  idea  that  Mr« 
Fox  had  aded  during  the  prefent  fedion  without  confuking 
with  his  friends.  Fears,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  faid^ 
had  made  a  Chancellor.  .  In  times  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
thofe  who  faw  the  danger  were  meritorious  in  accepting  offices 
of  tnift  and  refponfibility.  In  fuch  times  every  facrificc  to  the 
public  good  muft  be  made  by  every  good  citizen^  The  right 
lionourable  gentleman  himfelf  had  facrificed  no  interefl  to  the 
value  of  a  cat's  whifker.  He  was  only  facrificing  to  the  vileft 
idol  that  ever  was  fet  up.  He  concluded  with  difcufling  the 
difference  between  party  and  fadiony  and  ^xpreiling  his  entire 
4i&pprobation  of  tt^e  motion,     * 
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Mr.  FOX  laid,  thatwithrcfpc£ltohiscon(hiaon  the  open- 
ing  of  tlie  feffion,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  totally 
mirinformedy  and  totally  miilaken.  Mr.  Burke  faid  a  few 
words  in  reply,  and  Mr.  Fox  repeated  what  he  had  faid  be- 
fore. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
bad  ventured  to  renew  one  of  the  inoft  tinconititutional  propo- 
fitions  he  had  ever  laid  down,  viz.  tl.at  the  living  mafs  of  hu- 
manity did  not  enter  into  the  conftitutlon.  With  refpcd  to 
the  infurreflions  in  Scotland,  which  had  been  much  reli.d  upon 
^ere,  he  quoted  a  recorded  fpecch  by  the  Prefident  of  fh . 
Court  of  Scflion,  expreffing  the  furprife  and  concern  c  i 
Court,  on  being  informed  of  thefe  infurredions  by  the  ki.  /i 
Proclamation!  and  the  debates  in  Parliament.  Thus  the fc  in- 
£urre£iioDs,  which  had  been  dated  as  the  caufe  of  the  late  ex- 
traordinary meafures,  were  totaly  unknown  to  the  fifteen 
Judges  of  Scotland,  who  refided  in  or  near  the  places  which 
ivere  the  fceneof  the  infu'rredions,  till  fignified  to  them  by  the 
Proclamation,  which  they  could  not  believe,  till  confirmed  by 
the  debates  in  Parfiament. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe  to  make  a  (hort  general  reply.  He 
•aqpreiled  his  furprife  at  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Burke  had 
talked  of  the  condud  of  parties,  who  had  long  fmce  ftated  that 
he  was  unconncAed  with  any  party ;  who  had  boafted  that  he 
Hood  alone ;  who  had  gone  from  the  living  Whigs  to  the  dead, 
mnd  whom  having  never  accufed  of  quitting  the  camp  as  a  de-^ 
fcrter^  he  never  fu(pe6led  of  returning  to  it  as  a  fpy.  He  had 
borrowed  no  manneF  of  debate  from  new  connections,  having 
ircvcr  once  departed  from  his  original  connexions  and  prin- 
ciples— conduft  which  fome  gentlemen  might  not  be  very  wil- 
ling to  hear  dated,  nor  think  entitle^  to  any  merit. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  the  indul- 
^nce  of  the  Houfe  entitled  him  only  to  reply  to  points  imme- 
^ately  applicable  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  the  gentlemen  who  oppofed  it, 
liad  faidifo  liitlethat  was  applicable,  and  that  little  tending  ra^ 
fher  to  conHrm>  than  refute  the  propriety  of  it,  that  he  had 
iu>thing  to  reply  to.  Wiitfa  refpe£i  to  any  harflinefs  of  expref- 
fion  imputed  to  him,  no  afFedation  of  candour  (hould  ever  in<» 
i^ice  him  to  fpane  thofe  whofe  condu£l  feemed  ftudioufly  calcu- 
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hted  to  throw  difcredit  on  the  principles  hemaintiined^  or  th» 
friends  with  whom  he  aded. 

Major  MAITLAND  faid,  it  was  the  duty  of  every  Meai» 
ber  to  correct  mifreprefentattons  of  the  condu£lof  perfonsnot 
Members  of  the  Houie.  He  had  no  perfonal  acquaintance 
with  Dr.  Maxwell ;  but  he  knew,  from  undoubted  informa- 

m 

lion,  that  the  daggers  ordered  by  him  were  intended  for  na 
fuch  purpofe  as  had  been  infinuated  ;  but  as  a  weapon  for  hbrfe- 
men,  armed  with  rifles.  The  fame  conflrudlion  might,  with 
equal  plaufibiiity,  have  been  put  upon  the  daggers  of  a  com* 
pany  of  light  horfe,  armed  in  the  fame  manner  in  the  Ame* 
rican  war. 

The  queflion  was  put,  and  the  motion  negatived^  without 
adivifion. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuejday,  ^th  March. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  going  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  Finances  and  Expen* 
diture  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  the  Speaker  left  thechair^ 
and  Mr.  Hobart  took  his  feat  at  the  table. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  feveral  refolutions,  which 
were  all  agreed  to,  nem,  con. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed^  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 

Wednefdajy  bih  March. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had 
a  meflage  from  His  Majefty  to  this  Houfe,  (ignedby  His  Ma* 
jefty ;  and  he  prefented  the  fame  to  the  Houfe ;  it  was  read  bj 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz* 

GEORGE  R. 

HIS  Majejij  having  judged  it  expedient  to  employ  in  thefervicg 
{^  Great  Britain  a  bodj  of  his  ele^oral  troops y  for  the  purpofe  of 
tiffifling  his  allies  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces^ 
mud  9f  p'ofecuhng  in  the  mofi  effeilual  manner  the  jufi  and  necef-^ 
Jary  Vfor  in  utbicb  His  Majefiy  is  engaged^  His  Majefly  has  di^ 
te&tdan  eftimate  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the 
dmrgie  aUfnding  th^  employ meni  of  the  faid  troops  ji  and  His  Ma* 
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jefty  nlies  tn  the  zeal  of  his  faithful  Commons  ^  that  they  will  be 
ready  to  make  the  necejfary  provijionfor  maintaining  the  fame. 

G.  R. 

Ordered,  That  His  Majcfty's  faid  mod  gracious  meiTage  be 
fcferrcd  to  the  confidcration  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  whom  it  is  referred  to  confidcr  farther  of  the  fupply 
granted  to  His  Majefty. 

Thurfdayj  'Jth  March. 

Mr.  FOX  prcfented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  fimilar  to  that  already  pre- 
fented  by  the  citizens  of  London,  praying  that  certain  addi- 
tional duties  laid  on  coals  imported  into  London,  in  the  9th  year 
of  the  reign  of  Q*  Ann>  may  be  taken  oiF.  Ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  affairs  of  India. 

The  refolutions  voted  in  the  Committee  kaving  been  read  a 
firft  time,  and  the  queftion  being  put  for  the  fccond  reading, 

Mr.  N.  SMITH  rofe,  and  combated  at  fome  length  the 
juftnefs  of  the  ftatements  on  which  thcfc  refolutions  were 
founded. 

Thi^  produced  a  converfation^  in  which  Mr.  Alderman  Lc 
Mefurier,  Mr.  R.  Thornton,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Dundas, 
fpoke  fhortly  in  fupport  of  the  refolutions,  maintaining  that 
the  fltuation  of  the  Eafl-India  Company  was  in  fa6l  morr  fa- 
vourable, and  its  profits  greater  than  appeared  from  the  (late- 
ment  before  the  Houfe,  which  being  made  out  at  a  lime  when 
a  bargain  with  Governmctit  was  in  view,  had  rather  diminifli* 
cd  than  exaggerated  the  Company's  profits. 

The  fame  fide  of  the  queftion  was  taken  up  at  greater  length 
by 

Mr.  DAVID  SCOTT,  who  faid,  that  the  honourable  Al- 
derman (Le  Mefurier)  had  fpoken  fo  much  to  the  purpofe,  that 
there  was  the  lefs  left  for  him  to  fay :  he  muft,  however,  ven- 
ture to  make  fome  few  remarks  on  the  opinions  of  the  honour- 
able Direftor  (Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith)  who  had  opened  the  de- 
bate. The  honourable  Diredlor  profeffed  to  take  the  ground 
of  paft  experience ;  and  no  man  had  a  better  right  fo  to  do,  as  he 
«  kad  prefided  fo  long  at  the  head  of  the  Company's  affairs^  as 
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Chairmani  with  much  credit  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the 
Conipany.  Mr.  Scott  alledged,  that  the  Company's  affairs 
had  been  in  a  progreflive  ftatc  of  profperity  for  feveral  years, 
and  that  every  year  the  profits  of  their  commerce  had  increafed, 
as  alfo  their  revenue.  But  Mr.  Scott  faid,  he  would  firft  meet 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  his  own  ground — experience  ojf 
the  pad.  The  ftatement  of  the  Company^s  affairs,  as  fur- 
nifliwl  by  the  Court  of  DifeSors,  and  which  was  fo  materially 
objefted  to  by  the  honourable  Direftor,  Mr.  Scott  infifted, 
was  taken  exprefsly  from  experience  of  the  laft  three  years ; 
and  the  only  objeflion  which  could  be  made  to  it  was^  its  not 
making  any  allowance  for  the  late  meliorations  in  the  com- 
merce, or  increafe  in  the  revenue :  that  in  framing  this  ftate- 
ment, the  Court  had  fuppofed  themfelves  as  making  the  heCt 
bargain  they  could  between  Government  and  their  conftituents, 
and  upon  that  principle  had  computed  the  revenues  at  2oo,oooI. 
lefs  than  the  real  revenue :  On  their  exports  to  India  they  hac) 
debited  as  lofs  50,000!.  per  annum,  inftead  of  taking  credit  for 
50,0001.  gain  :  their  profits  on  the  China  exports,  alfo,  they 
had  pafled  over  unnoticed,  of  50,000!.  per  annum ;  and  in- 
ftead of  giving  credit  for  a  profit  on  the  expeded  inveftment 
of  1,500,0001.  from  India,  and  whicli  inveftment  would  annu« 
ally  be  iiicreafed,  they  had  only  given  credit  on  about  one  mil- 
lion ;  the  difference  on  which  article  alone,  from  the  average 
profit  of  three  years,  amounted  to  nearly  250,000!.  per  annum. 
Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Scott  faid,  the  Court  had,  with  that 
I)ecoming  prudence  and  attention  to  the  intereft  of  their  con-^ 
ftituents  which  marked  their  proceedings,  under-rated  the 
Company's  annual  income  at  leaft  709,000!.  He  added,  that 
to  the  fubjeft  of  India  afiairs  thea  before  the  Houfe,  he  had 
given  unremitted  attention  for  years  paft;  and  with  that  of 
commerce  particularly,  he  had  been  intimately  acquainted  for 
the  better  part  of  his  life :  that  he  was  fo  clear  of  the  Court's 
ftatement  proving  to  be  as  much  within  the  mark  as  he  affert- 
cd  (common  good  management  provided,)  that  if  the  eventual 
excefs  was  to  be  fold,  he  would  with  pleafure  agree  to  rive 
500,000!.  per  annum  for  it ;  and,  according  to  his  merc^Vle 
ideas,  he  conceived  no  ftronger  proof  could  be  given  to  the 
Houfe  of  his  opinion.  He  begged  that  the  Houfe  would' re-' 
mark  the  manner  in  which  this  ftatement,  and  all  thefe  accounts. 
Vol.  XXXV.  G 
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y^ctfi  authenticated.  They  were  drawn  out  by  the  Officers  of 
the  India  Houfe,  who,  he  would  take  upon  him  to  fay,  from 
his  own  perfonal  knowledge,  wer^  as  able  and  as  upright  men 
as  could  be  found  in  their  line  in  the  kingdom — drawn  up  un- 
der the  infpeftion  of  the  Direftors,  amongft  whom  there  cer- 
tainly were  men  of  high  ability  and  high  integrity.  From 
thence  they  were,  after  minute  inveftigation,  brought  forward 
in  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  Sute's  budget,  into  which 
they  could  never  have  found  admittance  hdd  they  been  placed 
in  too  favourable  a  point  of  view. 

Mr.  SCOTT  apologifed  to  the  Houfe  for  having  taken  up 
fo  much  of  their  time  at  fo  late  an  hour ;  and  declared  hor 
fliould  not  have  intruded  on  the  Houfe  at  all,  if  the  objedlions 
fiated  by  the  honourable  Dire£tor  had  not  itruck  him  with  fuch 
furprife  and  regret,  as  called,  from  neceflity,  for  explanation 
from  thofe  acquainted  with  the  fubjeA. 

The  refolutions  were  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  gavd  notice,  that  he  meant  to  bring  for- 
ward two  motions,  the  one  refpefting  the  Government  of  In- 
dia, and  the  other  with  refpedl  to  the  trade  of  India,  and  that 
he  would  bring  forward  the  firft  on  Monday,  and  the  other  on 
Tuefday  fe'nnight.    The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday,  ^th  March. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  which  was  to  call  overth« 
names  of  the  Members  who  were  abfent  from  the  ballot  for  a 
Committee  on  the  Shafrfbury  eledion, 

Mr.  GRENVILLE  moved.  That  thfe  order  of  the  Houfe 
of  the  15th  of  February  be  read,  which  was  done.  This  or- 
der was  for  taking  defaulters  in  this  cafe  into  the  cuftody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms. 

Lord  KENSINGTON  was  reported  to  be  abfent  without 
<xcufe. 

Mr.  GRENVILLE-difclaimed  all  perfonal  confiderations 
or  nu)tives,  and  obferved,  that  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and 
the  confiftency  of  its  proceedings,  required  that  its  refolutiona 
and  its  orders  (hould  be  fupported,  he  therefore  thought  it  his 
duty  to  move,  That  Lord  Kenfington  be  taken  into  the  cuftody 
4»f  the  Scjjcant  at  Arms  attending  this  Houfe. 
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'  Sir'  WATKIN  LEWES  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the 
noble  Lord,  on  account  of  his  age  and  infirmities,  and  alfo 
becaufe  he  might  have  thought  he  fhoiild  have  been  excufed  on 
this,  as  he  had  on  a  former  occafion ;  he  trufted  the  Houfe 
would  be  pleafed  to  receive  the  nobk  Lord's  apology. 

Capuin  BERKLEY  faid  the  noble  Ix)rd  was  in  the  lobby  ^ 
few  minutes  after  the  door  of  the  Houfe  was  locked  for  thebal- 
lot  in  quedion. 

Lord  KENSINGTON  made  an  apology  for  his  abfencc, 
'  and  faid  he  came  as  foon  as  he  was  able. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  moved,  that  the  noble  Lord,  under 
thefe  circumflances,  be  excufed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fupported  the  motion.  He  was  dc- 
firous.of  fupporting  the  orders  of  the  Houfe ;  but,  under  all 
the  circumflances  of  the  prefent  cafe,  he  thought  thai  a  little 
more  allowance  might  be  made  to  perfonal  infirmity,  than  to 
thofe  in  an  aSive  period  of  life. 

The  qucftion  was  put,  and  the  noble  Lorf  was  excufed. 
The  next  defaulter  was  the  right  honourable  Edmund  Burke, 
who,  on  his  name  being  called,  apologifed  for  giving  offence 
to  the  Houfe  j  entered  into  a  hiflory  of  the  bill  on  which  the 
prefent  proceedings  were  grounded;  obferved,  that  on  the 
ground  of  age  he  could  claim  the  fame  indulgence  as  the  noble 
Lord.  He  faid,  it  was  by  no  means  an  intention  to  infult  tHe 
Houfe,  but  a  mere  inadvertence  that  occafioned  his  default ; 
he  was  far  from  faying  that  fuch  an  anfwer  was  fufficient  to 
entitle  him  to  be  excufed.  He  had  much  rather  be  under  the 
feverity  of  the  Houfe,  than  that  a  precedent  fliould  be  eflab- 
lifhed,  by  which  the  authority  of  their  proceedings  fliould  be 
leflened.  He  therefore  fubmitted  entirely  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  Houfe;  he  then,  on  intimation  from  the  Chair,  upon  the 
point  of  regularity,  retired. 

Mr.  GRENVILLE  propofed  to  accept  of  Mri  Burke'* 
apology. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  entered  into  the  queftion  at  confide- 
Table  length,  and  faid  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
who(e  cafe  was  now  before  them,  might  'certainly  pfead  his 
age,  but  then  they  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  know,  fortunately 
for  his  country,  he  had  proved  that  he  could  ftijl  be  adive  for 
die  iervice  of  his  country  in  that  Houfe ;  that  he  now  united 
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the  ftr^ngth,  vigour,  and  alacrity  of  yontji,  to  the  wifdom, 
experience,  and  maturity  of  age.  He  then  faid,  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  exertions,  piinduality,  and  diligence  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  on  other  occafions,  the  Houfe,  in 
fupport  of  its  own  dignity,  muft  confidcr  him  as  a  defaulter 
upon  this,  and  therefore  he  was  inclined  not  to  receive  any 
excufe.  He  moved,  **  that  the  right  honourable  Edmund 
'*  Burke  be  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  noble  Lord,  whofe  apo 
logy  had  been  received,  was  excufed  on  two  diftinft  grounds. 
His  age,  ^nd  his  being  in  the  lobby  at  the  time  he  was  called. 
He  was  not  excufed  merely  on  account  of  his  age.  Now  he  . 
wifted  the  Houfe  to  fee  whether  the  principle  would  not  apply 
to  the  cafe  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman— he  too  was  in 
the  lobby.  He  thought  that  the  Houfe,  by  the  laft  cafe,  had 
got  themfelves  into  a  fituation  which  called  upon  them  to  ex- 
cufe all  thofc  who  were  in  the  lobby  at  the  fame  time  as  the 
noble  Lord.  He  made  many  other  obfervations,  and  con- 
chided  with  obfcrving,  that  as  to  the  eulogium  of  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor Pitt,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, whofe  cafe  was  now  before  them,  would  much  relifli 
the  idea  of  being  complimented  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms. 

Mr.  WILBRAHAM  moved,  that  Mr.  Burke  be  excufed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT*  perfifted  in  the  fentiments  which  he 
had  already  exprefled. 

Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Coiirtenay  were  in  favour  of  the  ex- 
cufe. 

The  Houfe  divided ; 

For  the  excufe,  140 ;  againft  it,  60. 

Captain  BERKLEY  was  reported  as  a  defaulter. 

The  Houfe  divided ; 

Againft  his  excufe,  95 ;  for  it,  68. 

Sir  William  Young  and  Mr.  Clement  Taylor  were  alfo  re- 
ported defaulters  without  excufe.  Captain  Berkley,  Mr. 
Clement  Taylor,  and  Sir  William  Young,  were  therefore  ta- 
ken into  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  ;  who  having  re- 
ported that  they  were  in  his  cuftody. 

The  SPEAKER  faid  it  was  then  competent  to  any  Member 
to  make  a  motion  on  the  cafe  of  either  of  them. 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved,  "  That  Captain  Berkley,  now 
**  in  cuftody  for  negledling  to  attend  his  duty  in  Parliament, 
"  be  difcharged  at  the  rifing  of  this  Houfe  this  day,  payiog 
"  his  fees."     Ordered  nem.  con. 

The  other  two  were  difcharged  on  fimilar  motions  from  Mr. 
Sheridan.     The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday y    l  uh  March. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  received 
a  great  number  of  petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Royal 
burghs  of  Scotland,  which,  by  their  defire,  he  meant  then  to 
prefent:  the  firft  in  order  was  from  Glafgow ;  to  whichi  he 
faid,  there  were  thirteen  thoufand  fubfcribers:  ^fter  having 
ftated  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitions  was  in  general  for  a  re- 
form in  the  internal  Government,  &c.  of  the  burghs,  he  mov- 
ed for  leave  to  bring  it  up.  Leave  was  accordingly  given,  and 
die  petition  was  brought  up  and  read  at  full  length.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  it  was  ordered  that  it  fhould  lie  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  he  had  thought  it  proper  that 
this  petition  (hould  be  read  at  length,  for  the  purpofe  of  fliew- 
ing  the  Houfe  what  was  its  real  objeft  and  tendency ;  but  as 
the  others  were  precifely  to  the  fame  efFeS,  he  fhould  defire 
no  more  for  the  prefent  than  that  their  titles  fliould  be  read. — 
The  fecond  petition  which  he  delivered  was  from  the  burgh  of 
Lanark.  It  was  received,  and  laid  upon  the  table  with  the 
former. 

Mr.  Sheridan  here  remarked  that  as  the  delivering  the  re- 
maining petitions  would  take  up  much  time,  and  the  Houfe 
appeared  to  be  impatient  to  hear  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  on  the 
fubjcd  of  the  Revenue  and  Ways  and  Means  of  the  country, 
he  would  not  deliver  any  more  for  the  prefent,  and  the  bufmefs 
of  the  budget  ihould  not  be  impeded. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  faid,  he  had  a  petition  to  pr«fent 
from  a  place,  which  had  been  reprefented  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fef&on  as  the  theatre  of  confufion,  fedition  and  diiloyalty ;  he 
hoped  however  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
would  notobjeAto  its  introdudion,  though  he  had  refufedthe 
£u2^on  of  His  Majefty's  name  to  a  petition  from  Shields, 


46  PARLIAMENTARY     '        A.  1793. 

which,   for  want  of  fuch  fanSion,    prcvioufly  given,    the 
Roufe  could  not,  confidently  with  its  forms,  confent  to  admit. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  after  the  very  Angular 
defcription  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given  of  the 
ftate  of  the  place  from  whence  the  petition  came,  the  Houfe, 
before  it  could  refolve  to  receive  it,  would  certainly  expe£l  to 
hear  what  was  the  prayer  of  it. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  faid,  the  petition  was  from  Dundee, 
and  the  prayer  fimilar  to  that  which  had  jufl  been  prefented 
from  Glafgow. 

After  this  explanation,  the  petition  was  received,  and  laid 
upon  the  table  with  the  two  former. 

.  Mr,  SHERIDAN  begged  leave  to  take  that  opportunity, 
there  being  then  a  full  Houfe,  to  give  notice,  that  he  would 
on  Monday  fortnight  make  a  motion  founded  on  the  fubje<5t 
i^atter  of  the  petitions  from  the  Royal  burghs  of  Scotland  ; 
and  he  hoped,  that  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to 
him  (Mr.  Dundas)  would  in  the  interval  ferioufly  turn  in  his 
mind  the  claims  of  the  petitioners,  who  were  complaining  of 
great  abufes,  which  were  allowed  even  by  that  right  honour- 
able gentleman  to  '^xifl,  at  lead  in  part ;  for  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate of  Scotland  had  lad  year  moved  for  leave  tp  bring  in  a  bill> 
in  which  he  was  fupported  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman* 
for  the  purpofe  of  removing  an  abufe,  the  exiftence  of  which 
was  admitted  by  both.  Why  the  bill  had  been  fuffered  to 
drop,  he  could  not  pretend  to  fay ;  but  this  much  he  would  fay, 
that  the  Hoiife,  by  what  it  had  already  done  in  the  bufinefs, 
was  a£lually  pledged  to  grant  the  petitioners  relief,  at  leaft  in 
that  particular  cafe.  He  knew  that  many  perfons,  who  trem- 
bled at  the  very  idea  of  reform,  would  tell  him  that  this  was 
not  the  proper  time :  in  return,  he  would  tell  them,  that  a 
zneafure  could  not  be  out  of  time  which  would  remove  com- 
plaints, put  an  end  to  divifions,  and  unite  a  whole  people: 
fuch  an  union  would  be  the  more  defirable,  as  the  country  was 
then  embarked  in  a  war,  and  flood  in  need  of  the  united  exer- 
tions of  all  its  inhabitants.  He  truded  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  take  fuch  a  part  in  this  bufinefs,  as  would 
enable  him  to  recover  that  popularity  in  Scotland,  which  fomc 
people,  wickedly  no  doubt,  faid  he  had  lod,  though  he  him- 
fclf  would  have  the  world  believe  otherwifc. 
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The  Houfe  having  rcfolvcd  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Sup- 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  It  is  impoffible,  in  the  prefent 
Situation  of  affairs,  not  to  look  to  the  means  of  providing  for 
thofe  exigencies  which  mud  arife,  and  of  profecuting  the  ftrug- 
glc  in  which  v^e  are  engaged  with  the  utmoft  vigour.  I  have 
accordingly  taken  the  earlieft  opportunity  which  was  afforded 
me,  of  laying  before  you  the  expences  of  the  prefent  year>  and 
the  means  and  aids  by  which  they  are  to  be  fupplied :  but  be- 
fore I  proceed  to  this  enumeration,  I  muft  firft  mention  th« 
leading  obje£t  which  has  governed  my  mind  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  namely,  the  recoUeSion  of  the  unanimous  opinion,  with 
refpe^l  to  the  prefent  ftruggle,  which  the  Houfe  have  carried 
to  the  Throne,  and  publifhed  to  the  world ;  that  they  regarded 
it  as  a  ftruggle  for  whatever  was  moft  dear  and  facred,  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  Throne,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  Con- 
ftitution ;  and  that  they  were  prepared  to  profecute  it  with  the 
greateft  exertion,  and  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the  importance  of 
the  objcfts  of  conteft.  Fortified  with  thefe  confideratioiis,  I 
am  prepared  for  that  ta(k  which  my  duty  on  the  prefent  occa-« 
lion  requires  me  to  undertake.  What,  in  the  firft  place,  is  to 
be  looked  to,  is  the  vigorous  and  efFe£tual  profecution  of  this 
war*  in  which  we  have  every  thing  at  ftake;  and  it  is  by  fuch 
a  profecution  of  the  war,  that  we  fhall  beft  confult  true  pru* 
deuce  and  rational  ceconomy.  I  do  not  wiih  to  conceal  from 
the  Houfe,  and  from  the  Public,  that  large  preparations  muft 
be  cnade,  and  coniiderable  expences  incurred.  CEconomy  to 
me  feems  in  our  prefent  fituation  to  confift,  not  in  limiting  thf 
extent  of  thefe  expences,  but,  in  controlling  their  application. 
In  this  point  of  view,  I  rely  upon  this  Houfe  for  a  liberal  fup- 
ply,  adequate  to  the  exigency  and  importance  of  the  crifis.-** 
There  is  another  point  which  I  wifh  to  inculcate ;  that  what» 
ever  degree  of  exertion  we  may  regard  as  neccfTary, '  or  may  be 
difpofed  to  make,  the  Public  ought  not  in  any  refpeft  to  be 
deluded  and  flattered — they  ought  to  be  made  fenfible  of  the 
full  extent  to  which  they  may  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  de- 
fiay  the  expences  of  the  war.  I  will  omit  nothing  on  my  part 
to  bring  forward'  annually  the  whole  accounts.  But^  though 
ia  calculating  the  expences  of  a  war,  much  may  be  done  by 
cSioute,  a  great  deal  muft  ftill  depend  on;(Qntingency.    Ua« 
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foreften  occurrences  will  continually  arife,  which  will  render 
additional  expences  neceffary.  Taking  then  thefe  occurrences 
into  view,  it  is  proper  to  allow  confiderabic  latitude  for  the 
expences  that  may  be  incurred.  It  is  part  of  my  plan  to  allow 
a  confiderable  fum  for  thefe  extraordinary  emergencies,  fo  as 
to  make  a  full  provifion  for  every  part  of  the  expence.  But 
there  is  another  objeft  to  be  attended  to,  whatever  degree  of 
exertion  may  be  made  in  the  prefent  conteft,.  which  involvesthe 
dearcft  and  moft  facred  objefts.  Still  we  mud  not  allow  our- 
felves  to  neglcdl  what  likewife  involves  in  it  the  permanent  in- 
terefts  of  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity.  I  not  only  mean  ftill  to 
employ  the  annual  million  for  the  reduction  of  the  National  debt, 
but  likewife  the  fum  of  2oo,oool.  which  was  laft  year  under- 
flood  to  be  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe,  fo  as  to  provide,  even 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  for  the  leffening  of  the  debt 
by  compound  intereft.  I  likewife  mean  to  avoid  another  evil 
which  has  taken  place  in  all  former  wars — the  accumulation  of 
an  unfunded  debt.  I  therefore  intend  to  bring  the  unfunded 
debt  every  year  to  a  diftinft  account.  In  conformity  with  this 
principle,  I  fhall  propofe  the  payment  of  the  navy  debt,  in 
order  to  reduce  it  to  the  eftablifliment  mentioned  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  their  report  laft  year.  I  fliall  now  'proceed  in  the 
ufual  way  to  flate,  firft,  the  total  amount  of  the  Supply,  and 
the  total  amount  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  diftinguifliing  the 
cxcefles  of  the  fervices,  and  of  the  refources. 
SUPPLY. 

NAVY. 

25,000  Seameuj  including 
Marines,  -  £.  1,300,000    o    o 

20,000  ditto,  -  1,040,000    o    o 

Ordinary,     669,205    5  10 

Extraordi- 
nary,       387,710    o    o 

1,056,915    5  10 

Excefs  of  Navy  Debt  be- 
yond the  Eitimate  of  the 
Committee,        -      -        S75>ooo    o    o 

•     3*971^915    5  xo 
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ARMY. 

Army,        -  -         jf.  2,573,187  18    o 

Hanoverians,        -        -         455>85i  14    8 
Militia,        -        -       -        939>Si9  ^5    7 


3^968,559    8    3 


T>1 

tli-  V  502,6 

5^    J 


ORDNANCE. 


Ordinary, ' 

Extraordi-  ^  502,686   13     5 
naries. 

Additional 
Eftimatc,  281,079  18    8 

783,766  12     I  «. 

Cobb,  at  Lyme,  -  9,802    4    o 

— i 793>568  16    1 


;f •  8,734,043  xo    a 
Mifcellaneous  Services,  -  -  175,844  11  af 

DEFICIENCY    OF   GRANTS. 

Arifing  from  Intereft  on  Exchequer  Bills,"| 

Lottery,         -  -  ^        J  K   222,325    2    4 

Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means,        -        J 

Deficiency  of  Land  and  Malt,        -        -         350,000    o    o 

To  be  made  annually  to  the  Sinking  Fund,      200,000    o    o 


With  regard  to  the  firft  article,  the  total  amount  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  navy,  for  which  there  have  been  already  voted 
45,000  feamen,  I  would  by  no  means  have  it  underftood  that 
thefc  are  the  whole  number  which  may  be  neceflary  to  be  em- 
ployed. Thcfe  fums  however  conftitute  the  whole  of  the  fup- 
ply  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  the  eftimate ;  to  which  is  to  be 
added,  fuch  a  fum  as  the  Committee  may  think  proper  to  al- 
low for  the  latitude  of  unforefeen  and  unavoidable  expence.  I 
have  before  mentioned  the  extraordinary  charges  which  may 
be  expefted  to  occur.  I  have  juft  now  ftated  the  poflibility  of 
fome  exceeding  with  regard  to  feamen.  If  the  fituation  of 
this  country  lead  usy  as  I  hope  it  will,  tp  take  an  efficient  par^ 
along  with  our  numerous  allies,  in  carrying  on  ofienfive  ope- 
rations againft  the  enemy,  a  cpnfiderable  inoreafe  of  expence 
in  our  military  eftablilhment  will  be  neceflary.  Hitherto,  we 
have  hired  none  but  the  Hanoverian  troops ;  but,  in  this  cafe. 

Vat.  XXXI V.  H 
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we  may  have  occafion  to  employ  a  confiderable  body  of  other 
foreign  troops,  in  order  to  prefs  on  all  fides  the  common  ene- 
my. Some  additional  eitpence  will  be  incurred  by  domeftic 
encampments.  An  increafe  will  alio  accrue  in  the  fum  al- 
lowed to  the  Loyalifts,  fome  of  whom  have  been  fent  to  Ca- 
nada. A  lofs'  may  perhaps  accrue  in  the  lottery,  on  account 
of  certain  regulations  which  it  has  been  found  neceflfary  to 
make.  It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion,  that  a  con(iderable  fum 
Ihould  be  fet  apart  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  provide  for  the  un- 
expeded  occurrences  of  a  war,  and '  defray  its  exigencies  as 
they  arife.  So  many  are  the  contingencies  of  a  war,  that, 
whatever  fum  mzy  be  voted  for  this  purpofe,  I  will  not  pledgo 
nyfelf  for  its  fufEciency.  In  other  wars,  let  it  be  recoUeAed^ 
that,  after  the  fums  allotted  for  them  had  been  expended,  very 
confiderable  debts  were  brought  forward  to  be  defrayed  at  a  fu- 
Hare  period.  After  endeavouring  to  take  every  thing  into  the 
account,  and  to  calculate  as  exadly  as  I  can,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  ftate  the  precife  fum ;  but  I  would  not  propofe  lefsthan 
t  million  and  a  half  fliould  be  given  to  His  Majefty  with  a 
view  to  contingencies.  The  mode  of  giving  it,  I  would  fog* 
geft  to  be  by  Exchequer  bills  upon  a  vote  of  credit ;  but  as  I 
do  not  wifh  the  number  of  Exchequer  bills  in  circulation  tobt 
increafed»  I  would  likewife  propofe  to  pay  off  a  million  and  a 
half  of  thole  which  are  now  in  circulation.  The  total  of  thefe 
Aims  amount  to  11,182,213!.    3s.    8|d. 

.  I  now  come  to  (late  the  means  with  which  we  are  furnifliedp 
and' to  fuggeft  the  aids  which  may  yet  be  wanting  to  defray  this 
expesce. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Land  Tax,  *  •       .      .  £,  200,00a 

Mak  .  •  .  *  750,000 

Surplus  of  Confoli<lated  Fund  on  5th  Jan.  1793  A-iSi^T^ 

Surplus  of  Confolidated  Fund  on  April  5,  1794,  viz. 
Expeded  Surplus  on  5th  April,  I793»  jC*  ^749<^^^ 
Expefted  Surplus  of  the  4  Quarters  to 
5th  April,  1794,  eftimated  on  the  4 
years  average  as  below,  after  deduct- 
ing 220,0001.  for  Duties  to  be  ap- 


I 
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propriated  to  pay  th^  Intcreft  of  Mo- 
ney to  be  borrowed  -  ♦2,185,000 
Iropreft  Monies  to  be  repaid       *  -       ,    ;t5P,ooo 
Money  to  be  paid  by  the  E.  India  Comp.  500,000 

— -3,209,000 

Money  from  the  Commiflioners  for  the  National 

*  Year  ending  January 

1790,  Total  Amount  of 

Taxei  '         -  15,991,000 

Dedua  Land  &  Malt        2,  $  $8,000 

i3»433jOOO 

1791,  Total  Amt.  of  Taxes     16,437,000 
Dedu6t  Land  &  Malt        1,$ 58,000 

13,879,000 

1792,  Total  Amt.  of  Taxes      16,730,000 
Dedu6t  Land  &  Malt        2,558,000 

■  ■  14,172,000 

1793,  Total  Amt.  of  Taxes  {  16,970,000 
Dedud  Land  &  Malt        2,558,000 

14,412,000 


Dednd  on  acct.  of  repeal- 
ed Taxes  in  three  yeah  469,000 
Ditto  in  1791-3              •  9*,opo 


£.  55,896,000 


759,000 


Avwg^  £f  I3>7t490«^ 
Add  i-6ib  of  a  53d  Week  •  -  3*,Q0« 


Ikduct,    permantnt    Chargei    pn  Hm^ 

ateclFund 


/.  13,816,00^ 


folidatcdFund  -  -  if#39'><W> 

And  for  Intcreft  on  Money  to  bo  raifed  240,000 

»      ■  ■     tt,6)i,oo« 

£,  a,iB5,0Q«> 

■  ■  ■       " 


I  TV)tal  Amount  of  Taxes  *  15,1  rt,ooo 

Land  &  Malt  "  -  2,'558,ooo 

4-  X7»674i<x» 
Deduct,   Total  Amount  of  New 

Taxes  ini793  -  832,760 

From, which  is  to  be  abated  Old 
Sump  Duties  •  128,600 

i  -,~— .       704,000 


i6,97O|0oa 
Ht 
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Debt,    including    the    annual    Contribution  of    ' 
2oo,ooo1.  -  -  -  t  1,650,000 

Continuation  of  temporary  Taxes  -  255,000 


;^.8,299,696 

That  part  of  the  ftatement,  which  relates  to  the  furplus  of 
the  Confolidated  P\ind,  on  the  5th  of  January  laft,  I  truft 
will  aSbrd  much  fatisfadion.  Gentlemen  will  recolle6l  that 
the  expenses  of  1792  were  to  be  defrayed  by  the  amount  of  the 
revenue  to  the  5th  of  April,  1793;  but  it  happens  that  the 
cxpences  were  not  only  defrayed  on  the  5th  of  January  1793, 
but* a  furplus  aftually  remained ;  confequently  the  produce  of 
the  quarter  ending  on  the  5th  ofApril,  is  apph'cable  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  prefent  year ;  of  the  produce  of  this  quarter 
435,oool.  have  been  already  voted.  Suppofing  it  to  be  as  fa- 
vourable as  it  has  been  in  former  years,  274,0001.  will  remain 
of  this  quarter,  in  addition  to  the  435,0001.  of  which  the  na- 
tion will  have  to  avail  itfelf.  Still,  however,  I  mean  to  carry 
on  the  year  from  the  5th  April,  1793,  to  the  5th  April,  1794. 
However  fanguine  in  my  own  expeftations  of  the  flourifliing 
ftatc  of  the  revenue,  I  have  always  wiflied  to  be  moderate  in 
my  calculations ;  therefore  have,  upon  former  occaflons^  as  at 
prefent,  taken  it  upon  the  average  of  the  four  lad  years.  It  is 
my  intention  to  continue  thofe  temporary  taxes  which  were 
iinpofed  upon  occadon  of  the  Spanifli  armament,  and  which 
expire  at  different  periods.  They  had  been  found  to  be  at- 
tended with  no  particular  inconvenience  to  the  country,  and 
would  confequently  be  fubmitted  to  with  lefs  relu£lance  than 
any  frefli  impofts.  Thefe  amount  to  255,0001.  which  fum  I 
ihould  henceforth  propofe  to  confider  as  part  of  the  Supply. 
The  aid  which  I  have  now  to  fugged  is,  what  often  has  been 


f  Monies  to  be  received  by  the  Commiffioners  for  Reduction 
of  the  National  Debt  in  the  Four  Quarters  to  5th  January 
»794. 

Quarter  ending  5th  April  1793    £,  583,195 

5th  July  1793  361,489 

I  oth  October  1793      3  49» '  9  S 

5th  Jan.  X 794  37S»703 

^     ^   1,650,000 
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looked  upon  as  entirely  chimerical  and  has  been  treated,  at 
befty  as  precarious  and  uncertain ;  namely,  the  afHftancf!  to 
the  finances  of  this  country  to  be  derived  fipm  thofe  of  India. 
This  affiftancc  my  right  honourable  friend  pledged  himfelf  for, 
'when  he  could  neither  forefee  the  war  which  threatened  the 
opulence  of  India,  nor  the  prefent  war  which  could  render  its 
rcfources  defirable  to  this  country.  I  am  now  happy  to  ftate 
that  the  fulfilment  of  his  promife  has  arrived,  notwithdanding 
•  the  difficulties  which  feemed  to  bar  its  accompli (hment ;  and 
that,  in  1794,  a  fum  of  not  lefs  than  500,0001.  from  the  fi- 
nances of  India,  will  be  applicable  to  the  expences  of  this 
country.  My  right  honourable  friend  has  not  only  dated  his 
propofitionson  this  fubje£t  diftindly,  article  by  article,  but  pub- 
lifhed  them  to  the  world ;  and  thus  taken  every  method  to  in- 
vite difcuiEon,  and  challenge  contradi<flion.  The  political 
and  commercial  arrangements  of  India  are  not  yet  before  the 
Houfe;  nor  has  any  plan,  with  refpe£l  to  them,  been  defini- 
tively fettled :  but,  whatever  may  be  the  plan  adopted,  I  truft 
it  will  be  one  attended  with  no  lefs  advantage  than  that  pro- 
pofed  by  my  right  honourable  friend ;  fo  that,  in  any  cafe,  I  may 
with  confidence,  promife  the  benefit  which  it  has-  been  ftated 
will  refult  from  the;^affi{tance  of  India.  The  whole  make  a 
total  of  6,649,0001.  fo  that  there  remains  4,500,0001.  to  be 
provided  for  by  other  refources.  Of  this  fum,  there  is  1,650,000 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  National  Debt, 
which  they  would  readily  fubfcribe ;  and  for  the  reft  there  will 
be  wanting  a  loan  of  2,900,0001.  I  have  not  made  any  pro- 
pofals  concerning  the  terms  of  the  loan,  becaufe  I  confidered 
it,  firfl,  as  my  duty  to  fubmit  this  ilatement  to  the  Public,  in 
order  to  avoid  any  thing  which  might  have  the  appearance  of 
deception.  A  fum  of  240,0001.  will  be  wanting  to  pay  the 
intereft  of  this  loan,  for  which  purpofe  I  mean  to  devote  the 
taxes  impofed  upon  occafion  of  the  Spaniih  armament.  Thefe 
taxes  were  of  two  kinds,  fome  of  them  temporary,  and  others 
perpetual.  Of  thefe,  the  additional  tax  on  bills,  and  the  game 
duty,  amounted  to  85,0001.  The  tax  of  one  penny  per  gallon 
on  all  BritiQi  fpirits,  which  furely  was,  in  itfelf,  a  matter  of 
proper  regulation,  produced  a  fum  of  ii2,oool.  Another  of 
thefe  was  the  addition  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  all  afleiTed  taxes, 
which  amounted  to  about  90,0001.  ^  making,  upon  the  whole. 
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•  Aim  of  287,oool«  According  to  the  prefent  price  of  ftocks^ 
And  recent  events  are  not  likely  to  diminifh  their  value,  I  will 
now  lay  before  the  Committee  a  general  (latement  of  the  whole 
fubjeS,  in  one  conneded  point  of  view: 

GENERAL  STATEMENT. 

Amount  of  Supply      £.  11,182,213 
Do.  of  Ways  &  Means       8,299,696 

2,882,517 

Add,  Money  from  Commilfioners         1,650,000 


£.  4>53*>5'7  fay,^4>Soo><»o 


4,500,0001.  at  75  per  cent,  is  equal  to    -     £.  6,000,000 


6,ooo,oool.  at  3  per  cent,  is  equal  to       -       £.  180,000 
To  which  add  iui  additional  i  per  cent.         -        60,000 


^.240,000 


pTemporary 
10  per  cent,  on  Aflefled  Taxcs^  £•  90»QoqJ  Taxes  to  be 
Britifli  Spirit.        -        -         .  »"»°~lcantinued. 

Bills  and  Receipts       ...       68,000 
GameDutyi       -       •       -       -         17,000 


£.  287,000 


This,  I  l^lieve^  is  nearly  the  ftatement  which  I  meant  to 
fubmit  to  the  Committee.  You  will  have  perceived  that  I 
have  ftated  a  large  and  ample  provifionj  in  point  of  expence, 
with  a  view  to  an  extended  fcale  of  operations.  You  will  al- 
fo  perceive  that  I  have  made  a  large  provifion  for  the  extraor- 
dinary and  unforefeen  occurrences  which  may  arife  during  the 
war;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  I  have  attend^  to  the  objeA 
of  keeping  down  the  unfunded  debt,  and  applying  the  annual 
furplus  to  the  extin^ion  of  the  funded  debt.  The  Committee 
will  at  lead  fee  that  I  have  not  negleded,  however  painful,  to 
dopiv  uty.  That  I  have  prepared,  decidedly,  to  meet  events; 
and     let  them  know  the  extent  of  the  operations  with  which 
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the  prefent  and  ftiture  ftatc  of  the  war  may  be  attended;  and 
tbough  I  (hould  deem  it  prefumptuous  to  fpeculate  much  about 
tlie  events  of  a  war  which  muft  always  be  accofty>anied  with 
fome  degeee  of  fufpence  and  uncertainty,  I  do  not  think  it 
uielefs  to  fuggeft  fome  obfervations  with  refpedl  to  this  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  The  excefs  of  the  permanent  revenue, 
if  kept  up,  is  no  lefs  than  900,000!.  above  the  peace  eflablifli* 
mcnt;  which  even,  if  deftroyedby  war,  will  leave  the  country 
in  pofleflion  of  all  its  ordinary  revenue.  This  900,0001.  I 
have  not  taken  into  my  reafoning.  |  have  taken  care  not  to 
found  any  calculation  upon  it;  becaufe  I  was  defirous  tojeave 
it  as  a  fecurity  againd  thofe  accidents  and  contingencits  to 
which  every  war  is  liable.  Nothing,  certainly,  is  fo  impoT- 
fible,  as  to  calculate,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  upon  the 
events  of  a  war  ;  yet,  if  the  fame  good  fortune  which  has  at* 
tended  us  in  the  outfet,  (hall  continue  to  accompany  us,  we 
have  every  thing  to  hope,  and  little  reafon  to  dread  that  our 
commerce  will  meet  with  much  interruption ;  in  which  cafe^ 
our  revenue  could  not  fuiler.  At  the  fame  time,  it  has  b^n 
my  obje£k  to  prepare  you  for  fmifter  events,  and  to  make  pro- 
vilion  againil  every  calamity  that  can  poffibly  occur.  The 
Committee  will  fee,  from  the  ftatements  which  I  have  Tub* 
mitted  to  them,  that  even  if  the  ft^ggle  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged fiiouM  iaft  beyond  the  prefent  year,  we  (hall  be  able  to 
carty  it  on  during  the  next,  without  any  additional  burden.^^ 
I  am  mat  defirous  to  draw  a  fanguine  pi&ure.  I  was^  careful 
to  ftate  none  of  thefe  encouragements  to  a  war  in  any  of  the 
pievious  diicuffioos.  I  confidered  that  we  ought  then  to  de- 
termine fdely  on  the  merits  of  the  ca(e;  and  that,  jf  we  con* 
fidered  a  war  as  neceflary,  we  were  bound  to  meet  it,  even  to  . 
lis  utmoft  extent.  There  is  no  part  which  we  pu^t  not  to  be 
prepared  to  facriBce  for  the  prefervation  of  the  whole*    This  ' 

is  8  war  in  which,  not  merely  adopting  empty  profeflions,  but 
fpaking  the  langu9ge  of  our  hearts,  and  fulfilling  the  impref- 
ikns  of  our  duty,  we  are  ready  to  facrifice  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes far  the  fafetyof  the  country,  the  fecurity  of  Europe,  and 
in  the  caufe  of  juiiice,  humanity,  andreligion.  I  will  not  do 
fucfa  injuftice  to  any  one  as  to  fuppofe,  that  in  fuch  a  caufe, 
they  are  not  ready  to  go  the  gseateft  length,  and  to  make  every 
(aoiiice  chat  may  be  required.    I  will  here  barely  touch  upon  _ 
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the  contrail  which  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  the  country  offers 
to  the  fiourifliing  (late  during  the  lad  feflion  with  regard  to 
revenue.    That  contrail  no  man  feels  more  feverely  than  I 
do.     No  man  can  more  deeply  regret  any  interruption  to  the 
profperous  ftate  of  the  revenue,  the  objedl  of  my  moft  anxi- 
ous attention  -and  my  moft  favourite  wiflies ;  but  if  they  con- 
fidef  the  fituation  of  the  neighbouring  and  hoftile  ftate  with 
refpcfi  to  revenue,  they  have  no  reafon  to  defpond.     Inftead 
of  giving  way  to  feelings  of  ufelefs  regret  upon  that  occafion^ 
I  truft  you  are  influenced  by  far  different  fentiments.     Many 
are  the  motives  which  have  induced  us  to  enter  into  a  war. — 
I  have  heard  of  wars  of  honour ;  and  fuch,  too,  have  been 
deemed  wars  of  prudence  and  policy.     On  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,^  whatever  could  raife  the  feelings,  or  animate  the  exer- 
tions of  a 'people,  concurred  to  prorap  them  to  the  war. — 
The  contempt  which  the  French  had  flieiwn  for  a  neutrality, 
on  our  part  moft  ftriSly  obferved ;  the  violations  of  their  fo- 
lemn  and  plighted  faith ;  their  prefumptuous  attempts  to  in- 
terfere in  the  Government  of  this  country,  and  to  arm  oor 
fubjeds  againft  ourfelves ;  to  villify  a  monarch,  the  obje£l  of 
our  gratitude,  reverence  and  afFe£lion ;   and  to  feparate  the 
Court  from  the  people,  by  reprefenting  them  as  influenced 
by  diflFerent  motives,  and  afiing  from  diflFerent  interefts. — 
After  provocations  fo  wanton,    fo  often  repeated,  and  fa 
highly  aggravated,  does  not  this  become,  on  our  part,  a  war 
of  honour ;  a  war  neceflary  to  aflert  the  fpirit  of  the  nation 
and  the  dignity  of  the  Britifti  name.^    I  have  heard  of  wars 
undertaken  for  the  general  fecurity  of  Europe :  was  it  ever  lo 
threatened  as  by  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms,  and  the 
fyftem  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement  which  they  have  diA. 
covered?  I  have  heard  of  wars  for  the  defence  of  ^the  Protcf- 
tant  religion :  our  enemies,  in  this  inftance,  are  equally  the 
enemies  of  all  religion— of  Lutheranifm,  ofCalvinifm;  and 
defirous  to  propagate,  every  where,  by  the  force  of  their 
arms,  that  fyftem  of  infidelity  which  they  avow  i«  their  prin- 
ciples.    I  have  heard  of  \vars  undertaken  in  defence  of  the 
lawful  fucceflSon ;  but  now  we  fight  in.  defence  of  our  here- 
ditary monarchy.     We  are  at  war  with  thofc  who  would  de- 
ftroy  the  whole  fabric  of  our  conftitution.     When  I  look  at 
thefe  things,  they  afford  me  encouragement  and  coniblation ;, 
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and  fupport  me  in  difcharging  the  painful  tafk^  to  which  I 
am  now  called  by  my  duty.  The  retrofpeft  to  that  flourifh-. 
ing  ftate  in  which  we  were  placed  previous  to  this  war, 
ought  to  teach  us  to  know  the  value  of  the  prefent  order  of 
things ;  and  to  refift  the  malignant  and  envious  attempts  of 
thofe  who  would  deprive  us  of  that  happinefs  which  they  de- 
fpair  themfclves  to  attain.  We  ought  to  remember,  that 
that  very  profperous  fituation  at  the  prefent  crifis  fupplies  us 
with  the  exertions;  and  furnifhes  us  with  the  means,  which 
our  exigencies  demand.  In  fuch  a  caufe  as  that  in  which 
we  are  now  engaged,  I  truft  that  our  exertions  will  termi- 
nate only  with  our  lives.  On  this  ground  I  have  brought 
forward  the  refolutions  which  I  am  now  to  propofe  ;  and  on 
this  ground,  I  now  truft  for  your  fupport. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  concluded  with  moving  the  firft 
refolution. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  began  with  faying,  that  whatever  dif- 
ference of  opinion  there  had  been  refpefting  the  nectffity  of 
the  war,  or  the  means  by  whieh,  confiftently  with  good 
fenfc  and  found  policy,  it  might  have  been  avoided  altoge- 
ther, yet  the  country  being  aftually  engaged  in  it,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  he  believed,  had  done  but  juftice  to 
the  Houfe  in  afluming  that  his  propofitions  that  day  would 
meet  with  their  unanimous  affent ;  and  if  exertion  was  to  be 
vigorous,  undoubtedly  the  fupply  muft  be  liberal.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had,  however,  called  on  the  Houfe  to 
watch  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  with  vigilance,  and  even 
with  jealoufy.  The  call  was  not  neceflary  to  him  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  for  he  had  u  niformly  a£led  on  that  principle  upon 
all  revenue  queftions,  and  without  apologizing  for  an  effen- 
"  tial  z&  of  duty,  he  would  always  continue  to  do  fo.  Under 
i  this  impulfe,  although  he  gave  the  Minifter  credit  for  the 
fairnefs  of  fomc  of  his  ftatements,  yet  he  muft  frankly  fay , 
that  he  had  felt  the  jealoufy  recommended  much  awakened 
by  the  very  extraordinary  and  fudden  appeal  to  the  paflions  of 
the  Houfe,  with  which  the  right  honourable  gentfeman  had 
concluded  his  fpeech.  There  was  little  novelty  in  it,  except 
the  novelty  of  introducing  in  a  day  devoted  to  figures,  all  the 
arts  of  declamation.  He  had  fuddenly  laid  down  his  pencil 
and  ilate^as  it  were,and  grafpinghis  truncheon,  badfinilhei 
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with  an  harangue  more  calculated  for  the  General  of  a  heated 
army  going  to  ftorm  a  French  redoubt,  than  a  Minifter  of 
Finance  difcufling  accounts  in  the  fober  hour  of  calculation 
with  the  ftewards  and  attornies  of  a  burdened  and  patient  peo- 
ple.    Whenever  he  faw  exertion  and  eloquence  fo  mifplaced, 
he  always  fufpefted  there  was  fome  weaknefs  to  cover  in  the 
fubjed  itfclf.     He  was  the  more  led  into  the  apprehenfion  by 
fome  very  alarming  hints  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
dropped  refpefting  new  connexions  ftill  to  be  formed.     It 
feemcd  the  expenfive  corps  of  12,000  Hanoverians  were  not 
the  only  foreign  troops  we  were  to  pay  :  new  fublidics  and  fo- 
reign  mercenaries  were  announced,  and  in  a  manner  that 
feemed  to  avow  that  Government  was  adopting  the  general 
principles  and  views  of  the  Auftrian  and  Prurtian  confederacy, 
which  he  had  hitherto  flattered  himfelf  had  not  been  the  cafe, 
whatever  had  been  the  wiflies  and  arguments  of  fome  indivi- 
duals in  that  Houfe.     He  had  been  in  hopes  that  the  war  was 
undertaken  on  the  general  ground  of  oppofmg  the  dangerous 
increafe  of  the  French  power,  and  on  the  principle  of  never 
permitting- this  country  for  a  moment  to  hold  its  independence 
at  the  mercy  or  forbearance  of  any  other  power  on  earth ;  but 
he  was  forry  to  obferve  fymptoms  of  adopting  the  contrary 
line  now  firft  appearing  in  the  words  and  condu£l  of  the  Mi- 
nifters.     He  hoped  he  was  miftaken  i  for  whatever  was  faid  of 
the  popularity  of  the  war,  he  was  confident  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended by  the  nation  to  be  a  war  of  vengeance,  that  helium  in-' 
Umfcinum,  that  crufade  for  the  extirpation  of  opinions,  and 
of  forms  of  foreign  governments,  which  fome  had  rafhly  re- 
commended, but  to  which  the  Minifter  had  hitherto  appeared 
.  too  wife  to  commit  himfelf. 

Mr.  Sheridan  agreed  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  not  overloaded  our 
'  average  income  ;  but  he  gave  the  moll  decided  contradi£tioa 
to  his  ftatement,  that  if  peace  had  continued,  or  whenever 
peace  was  reftored,  there  would  be  a  balance,  after  paying  the 
peace  eftablifliment  and  the  furplus  million,  of  nearly  nine  hun-. 
drcd  thoufand  pounds ;  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was  proved 
by  fads  and  figures  to  be  a  moft  grofs  fallacy,  and  nothing 
was  fo  dangerous  as  buoying  up  people's  hopes,  and  making 
them  carelefs  of  the  confequences  of  war  by  fuch  delufions. 
He  took  the  produce  of  laft  year  up  to  the  5th  of  January,  asi 
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fiated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  papers  oti 
the  table ;  including  the  land  and  malt  tax^  the  total  income  of . 
the  year  wbuld  be  fomething  fliort  of  17,000,000!.  This, 
laid  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  is  900,000!.  more  than 
neceflary  for  a  peace  eftablifliment,  and  therefore  we  might 
reckon  on  900,000!.  whenever  peace  (hould  arrive.  What  a 
mode  of  arguing !  Ten  years  had  paffed  finCe  the  Americfan 
war,  and  never  liad  this  year  of  peace  eftablifliment  arrived  ! 
Not  one  fmgle  year  in  which  our  expenditure  had  beert  lefs 
than  feventeen  millions.  Were  we  ever  likely  to  fee  it  lefs? 
Were  rigorous  redndion  in  all  our  military  fervices  likely  to 
be  the  charaderiftic  of  a  future  peace  ?  and  when  that  peace 
was  obtained,  was  another  ten-years  interval  to  take  place  be-- 
fore  the  eftablifliments  were  to  be  afFe£led  by  it  ?  To  hold  out 
fuch  hopes  was  trifling  with  the  country,  and  not  following 
the  open  dealing  which  the  Minii^er  called  for  and  recom- 
mended. The  improbability  of  our  revenue  continuing  at  its 
prefent  flandard  was  alfo  a  matter  of  ferioiis  confideratibn. 
The  more  general  the  war,  the  more  would  all  foreign  mer- 
chants be  difturbed,  and  commercial  capitals  be  withheld  from 
their  obje As ;  and  there  was  no  town  in  Europe  where  this 
would  not  interfere  with  the  trade  and  manufaSures,  and  con- 
lequently  the  public  revenues  of  Great  Britain.  Among  the 
ways  and  means,  he  objeiled  to  nothing  but  the  fum  fuppofed 
to  be  forthcoming  from  the  Eaft-India  Company.  This  he 
dwelt  on  at  fome  length,  in  declaring,  that  it  ought  not  even 
to  have  been  mentioned,  but  as  it  depended  folely  on  the  re^ 
newal  of  the  charter.  That  important  queftion  ought  to  have 
been  permitted  to  come  hereafter,  as  it  muft  come  to  the  con* 
fideration  of  Parliament,  without  any  previous  opinion  having 
been  in  a  bye  manner  obtained  upon  k,  much  lefs  without  Go- 
vernment and  that  Houfe  feeming  to  have  already  accepted  the 
premium  which  was  to  be  the  price  of  the  Charter. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  a  ftrong  recommendation 
to  the  Houfe  before  they  laid  a  new  burJen  of  a  fin  j;le  fiiillirg 
on  the|people,  to  enable  thcmfelves,  by  a  rigorous  fcrutiny  into 
all  ufclefs  places,  and  reverfionary  (inecures,  to  look  thuirc  n- 
fiituents  in  the  face,  and  aflure  them,  that  before  they  applied 
to  their  pockets,  they  had  aboliftied  all  unncccifary  cxpciicc:, 
and  unmerited  ftipends.     By  doing  this  they  would  wot  o -.iy 
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bring  to  the  public  feivice  large  fums,  wrung  from  the  induftry 
and  labour  of  the  community,  but  they  would  deftroy  the  baits 
of  corruption,  and  teach  the  Government  to  look  to  its  merits 
for  its  fupport. 

Mr.  DRAKE  highly  approved  both  of  the  general  conduA 
of  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  and  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  brought  forward  the  important  bufmefs 
of  that  day :  he  thought  it  had  been  well  faid  that  Englifhmcn 
muft  be  angry  to  fight  well ;  and  angry  he  was  fure  every 
brave  and  generous  Engli(hman  muft  now  be.  He  highly  dif- 
approved  of  theobfervations  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  juft  fat  down  to  that  part  of  the  fpcech  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  which  he  had  deemed  to  be  inapplicable  to 
the  bufmefs  be/ore  the  Houfe,.  and  rather  what  might  have 
been  expefted  in  the  fpecch  of  a  General,  addrefling  his  troops, 
when  about  to  ftorm  a  French  redoubt,  than  from  a  perfon  in 
the  fituation  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  and.  orf  fuch 
^n  occafion.  As  to  Generals  making  fpeeches ;  the  true  fpirit 
of  a  man  going  to  bsittle  ought  to  be  **  To  fight."  The  con- 
duSt  of  his  brave  countrymen  on  the  prefent  occafion  had  af- 
forded him  the  higheft  fatisfa£lion,  and  he  greatly  applauded 
the  fubfcription  fet  on  foot  for  relief  of  the  families'  of  fuch  he- 
roes as  fhould  fall  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  which  he 
hoped  would  meet  with  liberal  fupport.  Every  thing  was  to 
be  hoped  for  from  the  virtues,  condufk  and  intrepidity  of  the 
Royal  Duke  who  commanded  our  troops  in  Holland,  and  were 
he  to  figure  that  noble  perfonage,  addrefling  them  on  board  the 
Syren  Frigate,  he  believed  he  would  only  fay,  **  Fight  on." 
Before  he  fat  down  he  would  fay  that,  in  fo  good  a  caufe,  he 
trufted  to  the  protedion  and  favour  of  Providence,  and  that 
the  jufl  and  neceffary  war  in  which  we  were  engaged  would 
lead  to  an  honourable  and  blefle^  peace. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  thaX  though  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft,  had  laboured  much  to  fhew  that  part  of  the  fpeech 
of  the  right  honourable  Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt,  which  his  he 
nourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  confidered  as  improper, 
would  not  have  come  well  from  a  General  about  to  ftorm  a 
French  redoubt,  yet  he  had  brought  forward  no  argument  to 
fatisfy  the  Houfe  that  it  was  proper  to  be  introduced  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  which  was  indeed  the  only  queftion  to  be 
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conftdered.  In  what  the  honourable  gentleman  liad  faid  to- 
wards the  conclufion  of  his  fpecch,  he  was  perfuaded  he  would 
fce  joined  b)r  every  gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  and  no  gentleman 
could  join  more  heartily  than  himfelf  in  praiflng  the  alacrity 
and  bravery  of  our  troops,  or  in  pronouncing  the  juft  eulogium 
of  the  diftinguifted  perfonage  who  commanded  them,  in  whom 
he  knew  that,  with  good  fenfe,  the  virtues  of  bravery,  honour, 
and  humanity,  were  in  an  eminent  degree  united.  He  had 
ccmc  down  to  the  Houfe  not  without  anxiety,  but  it  had  af- 
forded him  the  mod  fincere  pleafure  to  learn  from  the  right 
honourable  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  at  the  beginning  of  his 
fpcech,  that  he  meant  to  go  on  a  large  fcale',  in  providing  for 
the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  in  which  this  country  is 
adually  engaged ;  and  he  alfo  approved  of  reducing  the  un- 
funded debt ;  but  it  was  furely  ratKer  fingular  that  while  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  propofmg  to  pay  off,  i  ,500,000!. 
of  Exchequer  bills,  he  was  at  the  fame  time  to  iffue  Exchequer 
bills  to  that  amount  on  a  vote  of  credit.  He  mod  (incerely 
wiflied  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  inftead  of  fpecu- 
lating  as  he  had  done,  had  deigned  to  follow  the  advice  which 
he  had  given  in  the  lad  feflion,  as  to  paying  off  the  4  per  cents* 
Had  he  done  fo,  and  paid  off  the  4  per  cents  when  at  95,  a  per- 
manent refource  of  no  lefs  than  240,0001.  would  have  been 
gained  to  the  Public.  Mr.  Fox  expreffed  in  ftrong  terms  his 
fnrprife  and  alarm  at  that  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's fpeech,  where  he  fpoke  of  our  entering  into  numerous 
alliances  with  foreign  powers,  befides  thofe  in  which  we  were 
now  engaged.  He  anxioufly  wilhed  to  be  informed  what  alli- 
ances were  meant,  as  he  dreaded  much  our  being  led  into  dan- 
gerous and  improper  engagenients,  for  the  profecution  of  the 
mod  unjuftifiable  purpofes.  It  mud  furely  appear  rather  fm- 
gular  to  bring  forward,  as  a  new  and  unforefeen  refource,  that 
which  might  arife  from  a  continuation  of  the  temporary  taxes 
impofed  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  Spanifh  armament ; 
this  muft  have  occurred  to  every  body  ;  and  the  continuing 
thefe  taxes  after  the  period  of  their  expiration,  was  in  faft  the 
fame  thing  as  impofing  new  taxes,  though  he  did  not  mean  to 
fay  that  it  was  not  better  to  continue  taxes  already  exifting, 
than  to  lay  on  the  people  any  burden  which  they  had  not  hi- 
therto bora.    The  right  honourable  geniUman  had  aifumed  t  j 
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himfelf  much  credit  from  refraining  to  fay  any  thing  on  the  flou- 
rifhing  ftate  of  our  finances,  in  the  difcuflions  with  refpe£t  to 
war:  he  fincerely  wiihed  that  a  flmilar  Gondu£l  had  been  pre* 
ferved  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as  it  appeared  to  him  not  lefs 
improper  to  bring  forward  any  declaration  or  obfervations  as 
to  the  nature  and  obje£ts  of  the  war  in  a  difcuflion  with  refpefl 
to  finance.  To  do  fo,  befides  being  improper,  he  thought 
perfedly  ufelefs :  for,  if  the  war  is  fo  necelTaryas  has  been  re- 
prefented,  involving  in  it  every  thing  that'is  dear  and  valuable 
to  this  country,  no  matter  what  our  fituation  in  point  of  finance, 
no  objed  of  that  kind  could  have  prevented  our  engaging  in 
it;  on  the  other  hand,  however  profperous  and  ilourifhing  the 
fituation  of  our  finances,  if  the  war  was  not  neceJTary,  that 
furely  could  be  no  argument  for  engaging  in  it.  After  the  va« 
rious  difcufEons  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  war  that  had  taken  place 
in  that  Houfe,  it  feemcd  fingular  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ihould  fuppofe  that  he  could,  by  declamation,  add 
any  thing  to  what  had  been  already  fakl :  he  has  faid  that  ha 
has  heard  of  wars  for  honour,  and  wars  for  religion ;  and  has 
afked,  if  ever  there  was  a  war  in  which  both  honour  and  reli- 
gion, and  every  thing  dear  to  a  nation,  were  fo  deeply  impli- 
cated, a  mode  of  reafoning  fpecious  enough  to  impofe  upon 
fome  people.  But  the  anfwer  he  would  give  to  it  would  be 
this— can  we  gain  more  by  the  event  of  war,  than  might»  in 
all  probability,  have  been  obtained  by  negociation  ?  The  re- 
iinqutfhment  by  the  French  of  their  conquefts,  the  explanation 
or  repeal  of  their  offenfive  decrees,  the  fafety  of  our  allies,  all 
thefe  he  thought,  in  the  fituation  of  this  country,  might  have 
{>een  procured  by  negociation.  He  would  be  told,  however, 
that,  fuppofing  this  to  be  fo,  what  fccurity  could  vire  have  for 
the  performance  of  thefe  engagements  on  the  part  of  the  French  ? 
what  better  fecurity,  he  would  afk,  could  we  have  after  the 
war?  tlnlefs,  indeed,  we  are  going  to  war,  not  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  forcing  France  to  relinquilh  Savoy,  and  her  other  oon- 
quefts,  or  of  preventing  the  increafe  of  her  power ;  but  for  the 
purpofe  of  interfering  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France,  and  of 
fubitituting,  in  room  of  the  prefent,  a  new  government,  in 
•which  wc  might  place  greater  reliance.  This  purpofe  of  die 
war  had  been  approved  by  fome  perfons ;  but  had  been  uni- 
formly and  explicitly  difavowed  by  the  Minifter,  and  was  fo, 
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in  the  cleared  and  moft  exprefs  temis,  at  the  time  he  brought 
down  His  Majefty's  meflage  refpefting  the  war.  The  lan- 
guage now  held,  and  the  declamation  they  had  heard  that  day, 
called  for  a  diftinft:  explanation  upon  this  moft  important 
point.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  aiked,  why 
fliould  war  diminifh  the  revenue  ?  But  are  not  flourifliing 
commerce  and  manufafiures  the  greateft  fupport  of  the  reve- 
nue? Does  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  fay,  that 
the  manufadures  of  this  country  will  not  be  injured  by  war? 
Has  he  had  any  information  of  late  from  Mancheftcr,  Paifley, 
Norwich,  &c.  which  has  induced  him  to  form  this  opinion  ? 
If  fo,  Mr.  Fox  declared  that  his  information  had  been  direftly 
the  reverfe ;  but  this  would  not  certainly  operate  in  any  degree 
upon  his  mind,  did  he  conceive  the  honour  and  deareft  interefts 
of  this  country  to  be  implicated  in  the  war  to  the  extent  which 
had  been  reprefented.  As  the  fubjeft  bf  war  would  not  pro- 
bably be  again  debated,  he  thought  it  right  to  fay  that  he  re- 
mained of  opinion  that  it  might  have  been  avoided ;  and  when 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  the  profperous  ftate 
of  thit  country  laft  year,  he  could  not  but  ftill  more  condemn 
the  putting  that  enviable  profperity  to  rifle  without  negociation. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  by  his  declamation^  had 
drawn  from  him  thus  much ;  and  he  could  not  conclude  with- 
out faying  a  few  words  on  the  fubjeft  of  our  Eaft-India  affairs. 
He  had  not  yet  given  much  examination  to  the  papers  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe  relative  to  that  bufmefs,  but  he  had  beftowed 
fome  confideration  on  it,  and  he  ftill  wifhed  for  a  great  deal  of 
information :  he  joined  with  his  honourable  friend  in  being 
avcrfe  tp  taking  at  prefent  the  500,0001.  ftated  as  a  refource 
arifing  to  this  country  from  the  revenues  of  India.  The  re- 
newal of  the  Charter  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  was  th« 
greateft  commercial  queftion  that  had  ever  been  confidered  by 
the  Legiflaturc  of  any  country.  It  involved  a  variety  of  objefts 
of  fuch  magnitude  and  importance,  tlut,  in  competition  with 
them  even  this  500,0001.  ought  to  be  confidered  as  nothing* 
He  thought  it  therefore  highly  improper  that  the  difcuffion  of 
fuch  a  fubjeA  ftiould  be  cramped  or  fettered  in  any  fliapc.— 
True,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that,  by  taking 
this  500,000!.  at  prefent  into  calculation,  the  Houfe  would  by 
j)o  means  be  pledged  to  a  renewal  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's 
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Charter ;  but  he  had  alfo  faid  that  the  Houre  would  not  furcly 
adopt  any  regulations  with  refpeft  to  India,  from  which  the 
Public  would  not  derive  at  leaft  an  equal  profit.  If  the  Houfe 
was  to  proceed  on  this  ground,  there  could  be  no  fair  difcuf- 
fion ;  for  whatever  advantages,  either  immediate  or  eventual> 
and  of  how  great  importance  foever,  might  appear  likely  to  arife 
from  opening  the  commerce  with  India,  if  a  revenue  of 
500,0001.  fhould  not  be  immediately  derived  to  the  Public, 
they  would  be  (lopped  by  the  poftulatum  which  had  been  now 
laid  down  :  fo];his  part  he  could  never  think  it  right  or  prudent 
to  go  into  the  confideration  of  ,a  commercial  queflion  of  f6ch 
immenfe  magnitude  cramped  in  the  outfct  by  a  Jine  qua  jfon  of 
this  fort.  To  him  the  whole  bufinefs  bore,  much  the  appear- 
ance of  Miniders  having  taken  upon  them  to  pledge  that  Houfe 
and  the  Public  to  a  renewal  of  the  Company's  Charter,  in  a 
manner  difgraceful  to  the 'country;  and  fmce  the  publication 
of  the  fpeech  of  another  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Dundas)  the  opinion  univerfally  entertained  was,  that  a  re- 
newal of  the  Company's  Charter  was  abfolutely  determined 
on.  He  did  not  fay  that  he  had  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  renewing  that  Charter ;  but  it  was 
a  matter  which  ought  certainly  to  be  decidsd  upon  with  the 
greateft  deliberation,  and  gentlemen  ought  to  have  their  judge* 
ments.and  opinions  totally  unfettered  and  unblafled. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  denied  that  Minifters  had  pledged 
cither  that  Houfe  or  the  country  to  a  renewal  of  the  £a(l-India 
Company's  charter.  It  was  neceflary  tp  hav^  a  previous  con- 
cert with  the  Company,  in  order  to  afcertain  wh^t  advantage^ 
they  would  agree  to  communicate  to  the  Public,  in  cafe  a  re- 
newal of  their  charter  (hould  be  confidered  a  proper  meafure. 
He  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that,  when  all  thecircun^ 
fiances  were  fully  before  the  Houfe,  ho  was  confident  that  a 
renewal  of  the  Company's  charter  would  appear  to  be  much 
for  the  intereft  of.the  country.  It  had  been  faid  that,  fince  the 
publication  of  the  fpeech  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  every 
body  believed  that  the  charter  would  be  renewed  ;  and  he  was 
glad  to  hear  that  fuch  was  the  cafe ;  becaufe  it  could  only  arife 
from  a  public  convifti^n,  that  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  upon 
the  terms  and  with  the  regulations  on  which  the  Eafl-India 
Company  h^d  agreed  lo  accept  it,  woul4  be  much  for  the  in* 
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tcrcft  of  this  country  in  ev^ry  point  of  view.  It  had  alfo  bceii 
faid,  that  it  was  unfair  to  bring  forward  this  500,000!.  at  pre-' 
fent :  but  he  begged  gentlemen  to  confider  the  Htuation  in 
which  he  was  placed.  He  muft,  upon  the  principle  contended 
for,  have  either  withheld  this  500,0001.  from  the  Public,  or 
have  delayed  his  budget  till  the  final  difcuflion  of  that  bufmefs. 
He  had  never  meant  to  fay  that  the  500,0001,  was  to  counter- 
balatice  all  objeAions  that  might  arife  to  a  renewal  of  the  char* 
ter  ;  unlefs,  by  any  other  propofed  regulations,  an  equal  fum 
was  immediately  to  be  derived  to  the  Public  ;  but  it  would  cer^ 
tainly  be  a  circumftance  in  the  fcale,  and  he  begged. leave  to 
fay,  that  in  whatever  way  the  trade  in  India  were  to  be  regu- 
lated, the  Public  muft  unqueftionably  have  a  right  to  a  pertici^ 
pation  in  the  furplus  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  blood 
and  trealiire  of  this  country  in  conjunction  with  the  company.  \ 
But  even  on  the  fuppofition,  though  improbable  in  the  highcft 
degree,  that  this  fum  Ihould  not  be  derived  to  the  Public,  in 
whatever  way  the  trade  to  India  may  be  eventually  regulated, 
it  would  only  be  neceflary  that  it  (hould  then  be  withdrawn, 
and  the  amount  provided  for  in  fome  other'  way.  As  to  that 
part  of  his  former  fpeech  that  night,  which  gentlemen  had 
found  fault  with  as  unneceflary  and  improper,  it  did  appear  to 
him,  that,  when  bringing  forward  $1  demand  for  large  and 
unufual  fupplies,  it  was  highly  relevant  and  pertin^t  to  (late 
in  ftrong  terms  the  urgency  and  importance  of  the  occafiqp 
which  rendered  thefe  fupplies  neceffary,  and  which  ought  to 
make  them  be  fubmitted  to  with  chearfulnefs.  He  admittpj 
that,  in  doing  this,  he  had  in  fome  degree  begged  the  quef- 
tion  i  but  how  had  he  done  this  ?  Founding  it  upori  ^he  de- 
cided and  deliberate  opinion  of  a  great  majority  of  tb^t  Houfe; 
for  that  Houfc  had  not  only  fandioned  the  principle  of  the 
prefent  war,  but  had  repeatedly  decided,  in  oppofition  to  all 
the  arguments  brought  forward  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
of  theHoufe;  and,  above  all,  that  power  which  they  them- 
felvcs  admitted  had  not  yet  giveiv  fatisfadtion  to  this  country, 
had  actually  declared  war  againft  us.  He  therefore  conceived 
he  had  faid  no  mdre  than  was  neceflary,  as  wiell  as  jufl  an4 
proper,  and  intimately  conncSed  with  the  fubjcdl  which  h^ 
had  brought  forward. 
Vol.  XXXV.  K 
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Sir  HENRY  HOUGHTON  cculd  not  conceive  how  the 
manufa£turing  towns  in  this  country  could  be  fuppo£ed  to  be 
j,verfe  to  the  war,  when  in  Mancheftcr,  1600I.  had  been  fub- 
fcribed  towards  the  raifing  of  marines ;  he  paid  high  compli- 
ments to  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  to  whom 
he  faid  he  felt  a  great  degree  of  gratitude  for  his  high  fpirit  and 
wife  condufl  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

The  feveral  refolutions  were  then  put  and  agreeil  to,  and  or- 
4crcd  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

In  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  agreed  to  the  fum, 
propofed  by  Mr*  Chancellor  Pitt,  to  be  taken  from  the  Con- 
folidated  Fund  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year.  Ordered  to 
be  reported  to-morrow. 

Mr.   SHERIDAN  prefentcd  a  number  of  petitions  from 
the  Royal  burghs  of  Scotland.     The  Houfe  adjourned, 
Tuejdayy  I2th  March, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  gave  notice,  that  he 
ihould  to-morrow  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent 
triatorous  correfpondence,  and  for  the  more  efFeftually  pre- 
senting the  King's  enemies  from  carrying  on  their  plans,  &c. 

This  produced  ;»  converCition  between  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  She- 
ridan, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  'Major  Maitland, 
and  the  Attorney  General,  after  which  the  notice  was  changed 
10  T  hurfday. 

Mr.  POWYS  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  bring  forward  a 
motion  for  the  regulation  of  canals,  on  Thurfday. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Supply  and  Ways  and 
Means  for  the  year,  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Hobart.  The 
refolutions  moved  by  lJ[v.  Chancellor  Pitt  yefterday  on  the 
opening  of  the  Budget,  were  then  read. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  faid,  that  he  wiflicd  the  attentiop  of  tho 
Houfe  to  be  given  to  that  part  of  the  Ways  and  Means  for 
raifing  a  Supply,  which  was  called  the  Lottery ;  becaufe,  as 
at  prefent  advifcd,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  that  mea- 
fure.  He  therefore  moved,  '<  That  the  report  of  thp  Com- 
'*  mittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  evils  attending  a  lottery, 
'*  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe."  Or- 
dered. 

The  Houfe  adjouriyd. 


A.  V793.  DEBATES.  67 

IVednifdajy  iTjthM^rch. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  the  inhabitant^  of  the  city  of 
Durhain,  ftating  their  furprife  at  the  naanner  in  which  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  Have  trade  was  endeavoured  to  be  fupported, 
and  praying  for  its  imntediate  and  total  aiboIitioQ.  Ordered  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  moved,  '«  That  the  petition  pre- 
fented fome  time  finoe  on  behalf  of  the  Citizens  of  London^ 
praying  that  the  duty  laid  on  coals,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann, 
might  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  that  they  might  report  their 
opinion  thereon  as  it  (hould  appear  to  them,  to  the  Houfe/' 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  fupported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  were  two  points  of  view 
hi  which  the  petition  might  be  confidered.  The  one  was  X 
queftion  of  policy,  whether  the  duties  in  queftion  ought  to  be 
repealed  at  the  prefent  feafon  ?  The  other,  whether  the  duties 
had  been  applied  in  the  manner  intended  by  the  legiflature  ? — 
He  entered  int6  a  hiftory  of  this  duty.  In  the  reign  of  Queen 
Ann,  the  fum  of  three  ihillings  per  chaldron  was  laid  upon 
coals  in  the  port  of  London,  in  addition  tjo  the  fum  of  five 
fliinihgs  upon  all  coals;  this  was  for  the  purpofe  of  building 
fifty-two  churches.  By  the  firft  of  George  I.  this  duty  was 
made  applicable  to  the  maintenance  oif  the  minifters  of  thefc 
churches,  as  well  as  the  building  of  them.  By  the  5th  of 
George  !•  thc^duty  was  declared  to  be  continued  for  3ft  years. 
By  the  fixth  of  George  I.  the  duty  was  made  perpetual,  and 
htade  part  of  a  fund  called  the  South  Sea  Fund,  to  charge  an«- 
nuities  upon  the  South  Sea  Company.  The  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  the  whole  of  it  had  fince  been  appropriated  for 
public  purpofes;  and  by  the  28th  of  George  II.  it  made  part 
of  thc'Confolidated  Fund.  He  then  entered  into  general  ob- 
Xcr\'ations  upon  the  nature  of  taxes,  admitted  this  to  be  un-v 
equal,  and  to  have  been  enaSed  for  a  local  purpofe ;  but  did 
aot  think  that  any  objedion  could  fairly  be  made  againft  its 
continuing  to  b^  carried  to  the  fervice  of  the  Public,  after  all 
the  afts  of  Parliament  declaring  it  to  be  fo  appropriated.  As 
to  the  queftion  of  expediency,  he  faid,  it  produced  130,000!. 
annually  "to  the  public  fervice,  and  he  did  not  think  that  it 
ftonia  now  be  t^n  ofiF  at  the  outfet  <>f  the  war. 
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Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  that  his  conftitucnts  were 
not  very  fanguinc  in  their  expeftations  on  this  fubjc<a. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  had  no  authority' from  his  conftituentdy 
ivhohad  alfoprefented  their  petition  upon  thisfubjed,  to  make 
a  declaration  fimilar'to  that  made  by  the  worthy  Magiftrate^ 
He  did  not  conceive  that  becaufe  they  had  for  many  years  fub- 
mitted  to  pay  an  unjuft  and  unreafonable  tax,  that  therefore 
they  (bould  fufFer  the  injuftice  and  oppreflion  to  continue  for 
ever,  without  complaint.  The  quellion  was,  whether  the 
Houfe  ought  now  to  enter  into  a  confidcration  of  this  duty, 
for  that  was  all  the  motion  went  to.  As  to  the  obfervation  of 
being  at  war,  the  anfwer  was  clear.  The  petitioners  knew 
nothing  of  that  point,  for  they  preferred  their  petition  laft  fef- 
fion  of  Parliament,  when  Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  calculated  upon 
fifteen  years  peace,  and  when  he  was  as  little  defirous  to  enter 
into  this  fubje£l  as  he  was  at  prefent.  This  duty  he  was  fure 
ought  to  have  been  repealed  lafl  year,  and  that  upon  a  princi- 
ple which  called  for  the  repeal  of  it  now>  That  it  was  a  local 
duty,  appropriated  for  a  time  to  a  local  purpofe,  and  that  it 
had  been  changed  afterwards  to  a  public  purpofe,  after  the 
local  one  was  at  an  end,  was  an  injuftice  which  time  can  never 
'  fandion.  He  then  took  notice  of  the  grofs  injuftice  of  conti- 
nuing the  duty  as  it  flood  long  after  the  purpofe  of  impoflng 
it  had  been  anfwered,  and  of  changing  it  from  a  local  and 
temporary  tax  into  a  public  and  permanent  one.  It  was  not 
only  a  hardiliip  on  the  inhabitants  of  London,  but  upon  all 
thofe  who  were  fupplicd  with  coals  from  the  port  of  London, 
and  who  had  no  intereft  whatever  in  the  original  creation  of 
the  tax,  Surry,  Oxford,  and  other  counties.  He  hinted, 
that  a  ihilling  addition  upon  all  places,  or  perhaps  nine  pence, 
would  anfwer  this  duty ;  he  was  fure  that  would  be  lefs  ob- 
jeSionable  than  the  prefent  mode,  which  was  certainly  partial 
jmd  oppreffive. 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  that  the  Citizens  of  London  could 
not  be  faid  to  have  been  taken  by  furprife  when  this  tax  was- 
made  a  public  one,  for  in  the  year  1719  they  prefcnted  a  pe- 
tition on  that  very  fubjeft,  and  the  petition  was  rejedled. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  if  it  could  be  proved  that  no  n>od« 
could  be  adopted  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  130,000!.  to  ttie  Public, 
^e  fbould  vote  againft  the  prcfcqt  petitioui  becaufe  he  wa& 
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fure  that  we  could  not  fpare  that  or  any  other  ftim  at-prefent ; 
but  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  had  faid  nothing  that  could  lead  to  a 
hope  that  even  when  the  war  (hall  be  concluded,  that  this  tax. 
flkall  be  taken  off  or  modified,  all  he  (aid,  had  tended  to  lay  an 
eternal  bar  againd  it.  If  a  Committee  were  to  be  gone  into, 
the  objeAion  of  Ie(rening  the  revenue  might  be  anfwered  by 
providing  thai  the  duty  (hould  continue  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war.  Mr.  Sheridan  made  feveral  other  obfcrvationf 
tending  to  inforcethe  propriety  of  committing  the  petition' ta 
proper  inquiry. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  fupported  the  motion. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSEL  faid,  it  was  with  fomefur- 
piife  he  heard  that  the  Citizens  of  London  were  not  very  fan- 
guine  in  this  bufinefs ;  thofe  with  whom  he  had  converfed, 
were  very  defirous  that  attention  (hould  be  paid  to  the  fubjefl, 
and  his  conftituents  had  fuch  hopes  of  fuccefs,  that  they  did 
not  expe£l  that  the  meafure  was  to  be  oppofed« 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  committing  the  petition,        35 
Agaitfftit,  ^  •  77 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Thurjdajy  iJ^h  MarcK 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  and  the  Houfe  having  gohe 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Stuart's  Divorce  bill, 
Counfel  were  heard  at  the  bar,  and  feveral  witneiTes  examined 
<o  prove  the  adulterous  intercourfe,  &c.  After  which,  on  the 
fecoad  reading  of  the  claufc,  baftardieing  all  the  ifTue  born 
fince  December  1785 ;  and  the  queftion  being  put,  that  that 
claufe  (hould  (land  part  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  FOX  rofe,  and  ftated,  that  he  had  uniformly  oppofed 
«Iau(es  of  this  kind  in  all  Divorce  bills,  on  which  he  had  been 
called  upon  to  give  his  vote  in  that  Houfe ;  and  he  (hould  moft 
certainly  continue  to  do  fo,  becaufe  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
contrary  to  the  firft  principles  of  natural  juftice,  to  decide  upon 
die  rights  of  individuals  who  were  not  parties,  and  had  no  op- 
portunity of  being  heard  in  their  defence.  Whatever  might  be 
die  impreifion  on  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  from  the  tcftimony 
vrtiich  had  been  juft  adduced — upon  no  principle  of  juftice  coul4 
it  provt  any  things  or  be  in  any  (hape  conCderefcl  ^s  evidence 
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with  refpcfl  to  the  children,  who  were  not  parties,  and  of 
courfc  could  have  no  opportunity  either  of  crofs  exsilnining 
the  witnefics,  or  of  re-arguirig  their  teflimony  by  a  contrary 
proof;  and,  in  this  particular  cafe,  the  general  argument  on 
^hich  he  refted  his  opinion,  might  perhaps  apply  ftill  more 
forcibly,  becaufe  there  was  no  party  aduaUy  before  the  Houfe, 
who  appeared  to  have  an  ihtereft  to  difprove  the  teftimony  of 
thefe  witnelTes.  Befides,  as  this  was  a  matter  properly  cog- 
nizable in  Courts  of  Law,  there  could  be  no  neceflity  for  this 
extraordinary  interference  of  the  Le^iflature ;  with  refpeft  tO 
the  Divorce,  the  cafe  was  different ;  for  the  Vinculum  MafrU 
monii  could  not  be  diflblved,  fo  as  to  enable  the  parties  to  marry 
again,  except  by  ad  of  Parliament.  Mr.  Fox  went  at  largfe 
into  the  fubjecSl,  and  concluded  with  giviilg  his  moft  determin-* 
cd  oppofition  to  the  claufe. 

The  honourable  Mr.  ERSKINE  differed  entirely  from  his 
right  honourable  friend,  and  fupported  the  propriety  of  baftardi- 
zing  claufes  in  Divorce  bills,  both  from  precedent  and  upon 
principle.  He  was  not  prepared  to  charge  the  Legiflature 
with  having  violated,  in  a  great  variety  of  cafes,  every  prin-: 
.ciple  of  jufticc;  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  jiim  both  juft 
and  proper  to  relieve  a  man  from  the  dreadful  calamity  of  hav- 
ing a  fpurious  race  of  badards  fathered  upon  him,  and  it  was 
frequently  of  the  greatcft  importance  both  to  the  honour  and 
intereft,  and  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  families.  In  this  cafe, 
he  thought  the  evidence  which  the  Committee  had  juft  heard 
excluded  the  poffibility  of  belief  that  the  children  were  or  could 
be  the  children  of  Mr.  Stewart,  and  he  would  therefore  fupport 
the  claufe. 

The  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals,  Mr.  Hawkins 
Browne,  and  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  fpoke  againft  the  claufe;  and 
Mr.  Anftrlither  and  Mr.  Burke  ^  favour  of  it. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  the  claufe        *        -        -  86  ,/ 

Againft  it        -        -        -        -         30  y^ 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Mon^aiy 
next.  ^ 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  it  had  been  inti-   . 
jnated  to  him,  that  the  queftion  which  the  Committee  had  juft 
detennined  ihould  be  difcuifed  before  any  other  buftnefs-;  he 
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did  not  bring  forwrard  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  no^ic^ 
lefpttiiiig  traitorous  correfpondence-,  but  he  fliouM  bring  i% 
Curward  at  the  fitting  of  the  Houfe  to-morrow  inilead  of  thi$ 

CTeiUDg. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  tmderftandFngthis  fubjcft 
was  not  likely  to  lead  to  very  great  length,  he  (hould  truft  thq 
army  extraordinarjes  (hould  be  brought  forward  afterwards; 
and  perhaps  that  the  Houfe  would  thihk  it  defirable,  that  fome 
regulation  (hould  be  made  with  regard  to  the  remaining  part 
of  the  petitions  for  contefted  eleftions.  All  the  queftions  re- 
fpeding  the  feats,  except  one,  were  now  determined,  the 
others  were  refpe<Sing  the  rights  of  eleftion.  He  ihould  have 
fomething  to  fubmit  on  that  fubjc<S  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  obferved,  that  he  had  given  no- 
tice of  bringing  forward  the  affairs  of  India  on  Monday;  but 
as  there  were  fome  manufafturers,  whofe  information  he  wi(h- 
cd  to  have  before  he  brought  the  fubjedi  before  the  Houfe,  andl 
as  he  believed^  that  could  not  be  obtained  fo  early,  he  fhould 
defer  the  bufinefs  for  fome  days. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday f  j^fh  March. 

Mr.  BASTARD,  as  chairman  of  the  Seleft  Committee  for 
trying  the  merits  of  the  Cricklade  eleSion,  reported  that-Mr. 
Petrie,  one  of  the  petitionees,  had  been  arrefted  on  a  procefs 
from  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  another  from  the  Cour^ 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  that  he  had  applied  to  the  Committed 
and  claimed  his  privilege  to  be  relieved  from  thefe  arrefls.— 
Ordered,  that  the  report  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  to  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  to  fearch  for  precedents ;  and 
that  the  Seleft  Committee  have  leave  to  adjourn  till  Tuefday. 
Agreeably  to  the  intimation  which  he  had  yeflerday  given, 
Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  rofe,  and  began  with 
Rating  that  he  knew  too  well  the  importance  of  the  fubje£l  on 
which  he  now  meant  to  move  the  Houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  not  to  give  previous  tiotice  of  his  intention  to  bring 
forward  fuch  a  motion.  *  But  firfl,  he  (hould  explain  what  he  . 
meant  by  the  phrafe  correfpondence ;  his  bill  was  intended  to 
prevent  ^1  traitorpus  correfpondence;  but  her#  he  did  npt 
ipeao  CQrrefpoodcQce  in  the  popular  fenfe,  as  to  prevent  the 
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pafiing  of  letters  would  dcftroy  all  coqjmerclal  communication, 
but  in  its  legal  fcnfe,  namely,  all  commerce  and  intercourfc 
with  His  Majcfty's  enemies.  And  now  he  ihould  proceed  to 
ftate  the  objcdt  of  his  bilK  The  law  of  treafon.  was  founded 
upon  a  Statute  of  the  a 5th  of  Edward  III.  which  had  been  the 
fubjod  of  legiflativc  cxpofition  in  different  afts  paffed  fmce 
that  period.  He  (hould  mention  what  were  the  afts  made  trca- 
ibnable  in  that  Statute.  Thefe  were — ift,  Compafling  or 
imagining  the  death  of  the  King  ;  a  phrafe  which,  as  undoubt- 
edly it  was  of  great  latitude,  the  Judges  had  always  been  of 
opinion,  that  in  order  to  conftitute  this  degree  of  treafon,  it 
was  neceiTary  that  there  (hould  be  fome  overt  aft.  2d,  It  was 
declared  treafonable  if  a  man  thould  levy  war  againft  the  King  ; 
or  adhere  to  His  Majefty's  enemies,  and  aid,  comfort,  or  abet 
them.  The  third  aft  declared  treafonable  was  counterfeiting 
the  King's  money.  The  authors  of  this  Statute  had  undoubt- 
edly deemed  it  ncceffary  to  reduce  the  law  of  treafon,  as 
far  as  laid  in  their  power,  to  a  degree  of  certainly ;  but 
had  left  it  cxprelTed  in  thefe  general  terms,  as  they  could 
not  forcfee  the  circumftances  which  might  arife  in  after  times, 
to  which  the  defcription  of  treafon  might  apply.  Accordingly 
the  Lcgiflature  had  found  it  rcquifite,  at  different  periods,  to 
declare  what  particular  circumitances  conftituted  overr  afts  of 
treafon.  From  the  time  that  this  Statute  paffed,  down  to  the 
reign  of  Qiieen  Mary,  different  explanatory  afts  had  from 
time  to  time  been  made.  During  her  reign,  all  thefe  tlQcs 
were  repealed,  and  the  law  reflored  to  the  original  footing 
upon  which  it  ftood  by  the  Statute  of  King  Edward.  In  this 
detail,  he  had  only  followed  the  account  given  by  my  Lord 
Hale,  whom  he  had  taken  for  his  guide  upon  this  occafion> 
and  if  he  did  not  read  this  account  in  his  own  words,  which 
were  much  better  than  any  cxprefTions  that  he  could  ufe,  it 
was  only  that  he  might  not  occupy  too  much  of  the  time  of 
the  Houfc.  An  aft  had  paffed  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
to  prevent  all  traitorous  correfpondcnce,  which  prohibited  any 
pcrfons  from  fupplying  the  enemies  with  arms,  naval  or  mili- 
lary  (lores,  or  from  going  out  of  the  kingdom  to  the  enemy's 
country  without  licence.  A  fimilar  aft,  which  h^d  paffed  in 
the  reign  of  William  and  Mary  carried  the  regulation  farther  2 
It  not  only  prohibited  all  fupplies  of  arms,  &c.  but  of  goods 
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and  merchandize  of  every  fort.    The  bill  which  he  meant  now 
to  propofe,  was  founded  nearly  upon  the  principle  of  thefe 
ads.     It  was  his  intention  to  prohibit  any  perfon  from  felling 
or  delivering,  or  caufing  to  be  delivered  for  the  ufe  of  the  per- 
fons  who  compofe  the  French  Government,  or  of  the  French 
armies,  any  of  the  articles  fpecified,  fuch  as  arms,  military 
ftoFCS,  provifions,  bullion,  or  woollen  clothes,  under  penalty 
of  high  treafon.     But  in  order  to  foften  the  rigour  of  this  pe- 
nalty, he  meant  that  it  fliould  be  underftood  as  in  the  cafe  of 
perfons  counterfeiting  the  King's  money,  and  Ihould  not  con-» 
vey  any  attaint  in  the  blood,  or  debar  the  next  heirs  from  inhe- 
ritance.    It  was  his  intention  in  the  next  place  to  prevent  any 
perfons  from  contrafling  for  the  purchafe  of  lands  in  France, 
or  from  purchaiing  in  their  funds,  or  laftly  for  advancing  mo- 
ney upon  the  purchafe  of  lands,  &c.     The  motive  of  this  pro- 
hibition would  eafily  be  perceived.     The  French  propofed  to 
themfelves  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  this  country  by  the  fale 
of  lands.     Now  a  queflion  arofe,  whether,  by  allowing  our 
fubjefls  to  purchafe  lands,  we  fliould  not  give  them  an  intereft 
in  the  property  which  they  had  thus  acquired,  while  we  fur- 
niflied  the  French  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  war  againft 
ourfelvcs.     His  third  objeft  was,  that  no  perfons  (hould  be  al- 
lowed to  go  from  this  country  into  France,  without  a  licence 
under  His  Majefty's  Great  Seal ;  and  that  their  negledling  to 
obtain  this  licence  fliould  be  deemed  a  mifdemeanor.     But 
what  he  deemed  a  regulation  of  material  confequence  was, 
that  no  perfons,  though  fubje£ls  of  this  country,  coming  from 
France,  fliould  be  allowed  to  enter  this  kingdom,  without  ei- 
ther a  paflport  or  a  licence.     If  they  fliould  not  be  furniflied 
with  a  paflport  or  licence,  that  they  fliould  be  obliged  to  deliver 
in  a  declaration  to  the  mafter  of  the  veffel  with  whom  they 
had  come  into  the  country,  who  fliould  immediately  tranfmit 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they 
fliould  not  quit  the  place  where  they  landed,  or  any  certain 
diftance  that  fliould  be  fixed,  without  receiving  permiflion,  or 
without  giving  fecurity  before  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  their 
good  behaviour.     At  a  time  when  the  charafters  of  perfons 
coming  into  this  country  were  liable  to  fufpicion,  he  hoped 
this  rcgubtion  would  be  deemed  proper,  in  order  to  afcertain 
of  what  defcription  they  were,  and  what  were  their  objefts. 
Vol.  XXXV.  L 
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The  lad  claufc  of  his  bill  was.  to  prevent  the  infurance  of  vef- 
fels  either  coming  from  France,  or  going  to  France.  Such 
was  the  general  outline  of  the  bill,  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
pofe,  and  he  trufted,  that  there  would  appear  nothing  upon 
the  face  of  it,  to  prevent  it  from  meeting  with  that  favourable 
reception  which  was  ufually  given  to  bills  in  their  introduc- 
tory ftage.  He  concluded  with*  moving,  "  That  leave 
"  (hould  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  all  traitorous 
**  correfpondence,  &c.*' 

Mr.  FOX  declared  that  he  could  not  omit  even  this  firft 
opportunity  to  exprefs  his  difapprobation  of  a  bill,  the  regu- 
lations of  which  he  regarded  as  either  ufelefs,  or  tlnjuft,  or 
impolitic.  If  the  learned  and  honourable  gentleman  meant 
to  fay  that  there  were  doubts  to  be  removed  on  the  law  of 
treafon  as  it  ftood ;  that  many  points  in  that  law  were  not 
well  underftood,  and  that  the  fubjefts'of  this  country  might, 
without  knowing  it,  incur  the  penalties  of  the  law  ;  if  gen- 
tlemen  of  the  long  robe,  notwithftanding  their  great  learn- 
ing, faid,  that  ftill  to  them  this  law  was  doubtful,  it  ill  be- 
came fo  imlearned  an  individual  as  himfelf  to  fay,  that  a  bill 
to  explain  that  law  was  not  neceffary.  But  he  who  had  ne- 
ver before  heard  of  thofe  doubts,  had  no  reafon  till  now  to 
think  that  law  obfcure,  and  therefore  could  not  feel  the  neceH- 
fity  of  a  bill  to  explain  it.  However,  if  he  was  deficient  ia 
knowledge  upon  that  fubjeS,  he  mufl  allow  of  courfe  that  a 
bill  might  be  neceflary  for  the  purpofe  of  explaining  the  law, 
and  then  the  queftion  would  be,  in  that  refpeft,  whether  the 
provifions  of  the  bill  now  opened  conformed  to  that  inten- 
tion. To  him  they  appeared  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature. 
The  firft  part  that  ftruck  his  mind  was,  the  reftraint  upon 
the  purchafe,  by  any  fubjeS  of  this  country,  of  any  land  in 
France.  The  bills  to  which  the  learned  gentleman  had  al- 
luded upon  that  head  as  precedents,  were  not  in  his  mind 
very  highly  deferving  of  imitation ;  for  in  this,  and  every 
other  country  calling  itfclf  free,  he  had  always  held  that  pro- 
perty was  in  the  higheft  degree  entitled  to  the  protcftion  of 
the  law  ;  and,  if  fo,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the  power 
of  difpofing  of  it  was  to  be  confidered  under  the  fame  pro- 
teftion,  both  of  which  were  violated*  by  the  prefcnt  bill.— 
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The  fecond  ground  upon  which  the  bill  proceeded  was,  that 
the  poffefl!on  of  land  in  France,  by  any  of  His  Majefty's 
fubjefts  here,  might  become  hoftilc  to  the  interefts  of  this 
country.  Should  the  learned  gentleman  not  have  ftat^d  fomc 
fpccific  inconvenience  that  this  country  ever  felt  by  any  of 
its  fubjeSs  having  poflcffions  in  any  other  ?  ^  Britifli  fubjeils 
had  had  from  time  to  tinje  many  fuch  pofleflions,  and  no  evil, 
which  he  ever  heard  of,  had  hitherto  refulted  from  that  cir- 
cumftance;  and  he  was  firmly  convinced,  that  nothing  at 
this  moment  could  be  more  dangerous  than  holding  out  that 
idea,  nor  was  there  any  thing  at  the  prefent  that  made  it  ap- 
pear more  dangerous  to  have  fuch  pofTcffions  than  at  any 
other  period.  Indeed,  he  never  expeSed  to  hear  a  propofi- 
tion  maintained  in  any  part  of  the  world,  leaft  of  all  in  Great 
Britain,  that  we  (hould  not  fubfcribe  to  loans,  or  engage  in 
the  funds  of  any  country,  or  that  thofe  who  were  at  war  with 
us,  were  not  to  have  their  property  confidered  as  facred; 
the  dtred  contrary  had  always  been  the  rule ;  and  it  had  been 
always  held  out,  that  property  of  every  kind  was  fecured  to 
the  ufe  of  its  pofTeffor,  as  well  during  war  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, as  in  tiriies  of  the  moft  profound  peace.  Something  to 
the  reverfe  of  this  had  been  ftarted,  and  propofed  during  the 
American  war,  rcfpefting  property  held  in  Pennfylvania ;  but 
(he  Minifter  of  that  day  rcjefled  with  difdain  a.  propofition  fo 
unjuft  and  fo  impolitic ;  for  obferving  that  the  facrednefs  of 
the  pofleffion  of  property  was  the  bafis  of  a  free  ftate,  the 
honour,  and  ultimately  the  fafcty  of  the  kingdom,  might  en- 
tirely depend  upon  that  principle.  This  was  wife,  as  well 
as  honourable.  This  principle  was  totally  deilroyed  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  prefent  bill.  But  if  we  looked  at  the  intercll  of 
this  country,  independent  of  any  other  confideration,  he  was 
convinced  that  we  fhould  not  (lop  the  intcrcourfe  between 
this  country  and  France  with  refpeft  to  the  piirchafe  oi  lands, 
or  the  inverting  of  money  in  the  funds.  H^d  wc  loil  all 
fcnfc  of  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  keeping  thr.r  open  > 
Was  it  likely  that  much  of  the  money  of  the  people  of  this 
country  would  be  laid  out  in  purchafcs  in  France?  Or  was 
it  not  rather  more  probable  that  many  of  them  would  make 
purchafes  with  us  ?   We  had  always  encouraged  foreigners, 
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even  in  time  of  war,  to  deal  in  our  funds ;  and  we  had  al- 
ways held  tfieir  property  facred ;  and  he  would  aflc,  whether 
encouragement  afforded  on  both  fides  to  deal  in  the  funds, 
would  operate  moft  in  favour  of  this  country,  or  of  France  ; 
of  that  which  had  moft,  or  that  which  had  leaft  credjt  ? — 
Was  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  men  would  be  fo  blind  to  their 
own  intercft,  as  not  to  perceive  and  avail  themfclves  of  this 
advantage  ?  Thefe  confiderations  would  be  defeated  entirely 
by  the  prefent  bill.  The  next  provifion  of  this  meafure, 
went  to  declare  it  treafon  to  fupply  the  French,  or  any  in  al- 
liance, &c.  with  them,  with  arms.  If  that  part  of  the  law 
was  to  bc^thoroughly  revifed,  perhaps,  he  might  have  fome- 
thing  to  offer  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  upon  that  fubjeft; 
but  confidering  all  war  of  late  years  in  Europe  as  contefts  of 
revenue,  rather  than  of  arms,  he  queftioned  whether  it  would 
not  be  of  advantage  to  this  country  to  trade  with  its  enemies, 
and  perhaps  to  fell  to  them  even  articles  of  arms,  whilft  we 
had  prompt  payment,  at  our  own  price,  for  them.  Witlj 
refpeft  to  the  prohibition  of  Englifhmen  going  to  France 
without  a  paflport,  as  defcribed  in  the  bill,  he  fhould  pafs  it 
by,  as  he  confidered  it  as  the  leaft  exceptionable  claufe.  But 
as  to  the  provifion  againft  Englifhmen  returning  to  their  coun- 
try, it  was  monftrous  enough  to  make  the  learned  gentleman 
himfelf  afraid  of  ftating  it.  It  was  giving  a  power  to  the 
King  to  banifti,  during  the  war,  every  Britifli  fubjeft  now  in 
France,  But  it  feemed  he  had  the  power  of  returning  in  cer- 
tain cafes,  by  giving  fecurity,  &c.  for  his  good  behaviour. 
Who  was  to  be  the  judge  of  the  amount  of  that  fecurity  ? — 
This  was  to  be  left  to  a  Magiftratc — Here  again  a  man  was 
to.be  put  under  the  difcretion  of  another  perfon,  who  might 
render  his  return  impoffible  by  exaSing  fecurity  to  an  amount 
that  could  not  be  given.  If  one  man  was  to  be  at  the  difcre- 
tion of  another  in  the  deareft  of  his  rights,  that  of  living  un- 
der the  Government  and  partaking  of  the  advantages  of  the 
Conftitution  of  his  native  country,  he  muft  aflc  upon  what 
principle  it  was,  that  we  were  daily  congratulating  each 
other,  and  praifing  our  laws  to  foreign  nations  ?  Where  was 
the  foundation  of  our  boafting  if  an  Englifh  fubjedl,  the  moft 
meritorious  Englifli  fubje£l,  (and  becaufehe  was  meritorious 
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he  ftood  a  great  chance  of  being  obnoxious  to  His  Majcfty's 
Minifters>)  was  to  be  at  the  mercy,  whim,  or  caprice  of  any 
creature  of  the  Crown,  who  had  the  power  to  fay  to  him, 
without  affigning  a  reafon,  you  (hall  not  come  over  to  this 
country,  becaufo  I  do  not  chufe  you,Oiall  come.  As  to  the 
infurance  of  (hips  belonging  to  France,  the  queilion  did  not 
involve  any  principle;  for  the  preventing  of  Engliftimen  from 
paying  the  lofles  of  the  French  was  right  enough ;  but  he 
Wiflied  to  know  of  what  utility  the  prohibition  would  be.— 
The  truth  was,  that  the  premium  was  always  more  than 
equal  to  the  rifk,  and  the  balance  was  in  the  favour  of  the 
under-writer.  If,  for  inftance,  out  of  one  hundred  infu- 
tances,  the  profits  of  the  premium  was  much  more  than  the 
lofs  at  the  expiration  of  the  policy,  then  England  will  have 
gained,  and  France  will  have  loft — ^why,  then,  he  muft  fay, 
that  he  did  not  fee  the  reafon  for  this  reftraint  upon  trade. 
But,  however,  he  had  lefs  objeflion  to  this  claufe  than  he 
had  to  many  of  the  others,  becaufe  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
merely  foolifti.  He  ridiculed  the  Attorney  General's  defini- 
tion of  the  word  correfpondence,  and  thought  that  the  people 
of  this  country  needed  not  to  be  told,  that,  if  they  entered 
into  any  agreement  with  the  enemies  of  the  State  to  perform 
any  thing  that  tended  to  its  injury,  they  were  amenable  to 
the  law.  However,  if  the  learned  gentleman  thought  th 
people  of  this  country  were  fo  ignorant  of  their  duty  to  the 
State,  it  was  kind  in  him  to  tell  them  what  they  were  liable 
to  in  cafes  of  negleft  or  pofitive  offence.  He  concluded 
with  faying,  that  the  whole  of  the  bill,  as  opened  by  the 
learned  gentleman,  was  entirely  unneceffary,  and  many  parts 
of  it  repugnant  to  the  common  principles  of  juftice  ;.  its  pro* 
vifions  were  either  deteftable  or  ufelefs,  and  he  believed  it 
made  part  of  the  fupport  which  Minifters  found  themfelves 
under  the  neceflity  of  lending  to  the  falfe  alarm  of  treafon  an^l 
fuppofed  fedition  lurking  in  this  country.  If  the  firft  claufe 
of  the  bill  was  neceffary,  he  was  fure  that  part  ought  to  ftand 
alone. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  defended  the  propriety 
of  the  bill.  He  did  not  pretend  to  fay  that  any  gentleman  on 
ihat  fide  of  the  Houfe  was  lefs  attached  to  the  conftitution 
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than  himfelf ;  but  he  could  not  help  obferving  whenever  the 
fubjcS  chanced  to  be  ftartcd,  a  forcnefs  which  feemed  to  im- 
ply a  confcioufnefs  of  fomething.  He  defended,  with  oauch 
ability  and  legal  knowledge,  the  bill  propofed  by  his  ho* 
nourable  friend — and  firft  he  obferved  as  to  the  term  correfpon- 
dence,  that  it  was  not  (o  well  underftood  as  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  feemed  to  think ;  for  many  gentle- 
men had  applied  to  him  for  an  explanation  of  it ;  fo  that  it  was 
not  the  illiterate  alone  that  mifconceived  its  fignification*  The 
Statute  of  Edward  IIL,  he  remarked,  left  the  law  of  treafon  in 
fome  doubt;  becaufe,  the  nature  of  treafon  was,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  be  determined  by  cxifting  circumftances ;  and  of 
confequence  there  had  been  continual  declarations  of  what,  in 
particular  inftances,  conftituted  treafon :  firft,  with  refpedl  to 
the  claufe  of  the  prefent  bill,  prohibiting  any  perfohs  to  furaifli 
the  enemy  with  arms,  which,  furely,  was  a  treafonable  zSt, 
as  it  was  aiding  the  King's  enemies,  ^ut,  to  reft  the  matter 
merely  on  the  queftion  of  policy,  if  thefe  arms  were  articles 
eiTential  to  the  French,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  if 
this  country  was  particularly  advantageous  for  the  purpofe  6f 
fupplying  them,  it  was  furely  fomething,  even  in  point  of  po- 
licy, to  deprive  them  of  this  advantage.  But  the  force  of  this 
reafoning  was  increafcd,  if  the  fituation  of  France  was  fuch, 
that  it  could  not  fupply  itfelf  with  thefe  articles  from  any  oth^ 
quarter ;  and  if  by  being  deprived  of  thefe,  it  was  left  deftitute 
of  the  means  for  carr)'in'g  on  the  war.  Other  wars,  it  had  been 
ftated,  were  rather  contefts  of  revenue  than  of  arms :  in  this 
war,  the  cafe  was  different :  the  French  were  waging  war  with 
their  whole  fubftance ;  and  if  we  contended  with  them  on  jhe 
ground  of  revenue,  they  would  certainly  have  the  advantage* 
As  to  the  purchafe  of  lands,  he  ftated,  that  one  of  the  other 
caufes  of  the  calamities  of  the  American  war,  was  the  private 
intereft  of  individuals  in  confequence  of  their  poffeflions,  which 
induced  them  to  take  a  part  contrary  to  their  fentiments.  How, 
he  afked,  was  France  to  lavifh  her  fubftance  ?  She  had  deter- 
mined to  fell  her  lands  for  the  fupport  of  the  war:  flie  could 
not  fell  them  to  herfelf ;  and  to  whom  could  flie  fell  them  with 
more  advantage  than  to  perfons  in  this  country  ?  -As  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  perfons  to  go  to  France,  he  obferved  that  the  inten- 
tions of  thofc  who  ftiould  vifit  that  country  were  fufpicious, 
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except  a  proper  cafe  could  be  made  out,  and  then  a  licence 
would  be  granted  them.  As  to  the  regulations  with  refped  to 
perfons  coming  frOm  France,  their  only  objed  was  to  afcer- 
tain  of  what  chara6ler  and  defcription  they  were.  And,  furely 
it  could  not  be  deemed  a  matter  of  great  hardfhip  to  put  a  re- 
firaim  on  a  few  individuals  for  the  general  fafety  ?  The  point 
of  infurance,  he  remarked,  was  a  queftion  of  more  doubtful 
policy;  but  there  was  little  probability  that  our  veifels  would 
be  infured  by  them ;  and  when  weconfidered  our  own  very  ex- 
five  naval  force,  and  that  by  infurance  we  afforded  a  fort  of 
convoy,  he  trufted  that  the  propriety  of  this  claufc  would  like- 
wife  appear.  He  admitted  that  the  obfervations  of  the  right 
honourabletgentleman  who  fpokc  lad  applied  to  the  fubje£l  in 
part,  but  not  altogether  ;  for  although  the  commerce  upon  the 
infurance  might  be  in  our  favour,  and  we  loft  that  advantage 
bytheprefent  regulation,  yet  this  reafoning  only  applied  when 
the  profpcfl  was  diftant ;  but  here  we  expefted  the  evil  to  be 
fhort,  and  therefore  the  giving  up  of  a  temporary  advantage, 
for  the  purpofeof  hadening  the  concluflon,  would  be  of  even- 
tual benefit ;  for  we  were  not  to  meafure  this  like  any  other 
XV2I,  as  it  depended  chiefly  on  the  exertion  of  the  moment. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  he  deemied  the  bill  not  only  unob- 
jeflionable,  but  highly  politic*  He  fhould  again  repeat,  that 
the  Authors  of  the  Statute  of  Edward  III.  had  left  the  law  of 
treaibn  in  doubt ;  that  the  circumftances  in  which  this  country 
flood,  in  refped  to  France,  rendered  the  prefcnt  bill  neceffary^ 
and  that  its  regulations  were  fan£lioned  by  the  authority  and 
example  of  the  z&$  which  had  palTed  in  the  reigns  of  King  Wil- 
liam and  Queen  Anne,  when  war  was  carried  on  by  the  French 
upon  the  fiime  footing  as  at  prefent — ^not  only  by  attack,  but 
by  interference  in  our  internal  policy. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  he  had  endeavoured  as  much  as 
he  could,  to  prevent  the  country  entering  into  a  ftatc  of  war. 
War  was  always  attended  with  calamities,  and  of  a  nature 
which  fell  moft  fevercly  upon  the  poorer  clafs  of  the  commu- 
nity, who  were  lead  able  to  bear  them.  Now  that  the  coun- 
try was  engaged  in  a  war,  it  was  his  objeA  to  put  an  end  to  it 
as  foon  as  poilible.  He  thought  that  the  tendency  of  this  bill 
was  to  prevent  the  French  from  continuing  the  war ;  and  there- 
fore he  (hould  give  it  bis  fupport  ^  but>  if  in  a  more  adyance4 
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ftage,  It  fliould  appear  to  him  to  be  attended  with  any  opprcf- 
fion,  he  fliould  leave  himfelf  at  liberty  to  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  that  when  the  learned  gentleman 
threw  out  fome  expreflions  concerning  the  forenefs  of  fome 
perfonSy  he  was  perfuaded  he  did  not  mean  to  infinuate  that 
there  were  any  perfons  in  that  Houfe  lefs  defirous  than  himfelf 
to  fee  the  profperity  and  glory  of  this  country  advanced  ;  if  he 
had  that  unworthy  fufpicion  he  was  fure  that  learned  gentleman 
would  have  been  manly  enough  to  fay  fo.  In  many  inftances 
on  the  pfefent  occafion,  had  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General 
the  advantage  of  him ;  they  had  ftudied  the  point  for  fome 
time>  and  therefore  muft  undcrftand  it.  He  had  no  informa- 
tion upon  treafon,  for  fuch  was  the  afFedion  of  the  people  of 
this  country  for  their  Monarch,  fuch  their  reverence  for  their 
Conftitution,  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  that  for  the  fifteen 
years  he  had  been  at  the  bar,  he  had  witneffed  but  one  trial  for 
high  treafon  \  this  flievved  the  temper  of  the  people  of  this 
country  better  than  any  comment  that  could  be  made  upon 
them,  and  was  the  beft  anfwer  that  could  be  given  to  the  foul 
calumny  and  infamous  libels  caft  upon  them  when  they  were 
charged  with  fedition  and  treafon.  Mr.  Erfkine  took  up  the 
bill  upon  the  ground  of  law,  and  maintained  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  beft  policy  of  all  the  wife  and  good  of  our  anceftors ; 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  firft  authorities  in  the  world  upon 
that  fubjedl.  He  had  lately  looked  into  my  Lord  Hale's  work,, 
whom  the  learned  gentleman  who  had  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  the  bill,  had  profefTed  to  take  as  his  guide.  He  hoped  the 
Members  would  read  the  work.  No  man  ever  more  difap- 
proved  than  Lord  Hale,  of  thofe  temporary  afts  which  had 
been  made  in  addition  to  the  Statute  of  Edward  HL  In  Ed- 
ward I  V's  reign,  a  circumftance  which  the  learned  gentleman 
had  not  mentioned,  all  thefc  a£ls  had  been  fvvept  away.  In 
the  reign  of  Mary,  they  had  again  been  fwept  away.  Thus 
you  have  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  on  thefe  occafions  with  refpeft 
to  thofe  aSs — Afts  of  treafon  fprung  up  like  weeds  and  were 
fwept  away,  not-  only  without  any  inconvenience,  but  with 
the  moft  falutary  effeft.  It  was  their  duty  to  take  care  not  to- 
Ihake  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  law,  by  unneceffary 
aSsj  of  Icgiflation.  No  man  could  be  guilty  of  treafon  unlefs. 
his  mind  was  proved  to  be  traitorous.     He  remarked  the  ten- 


A.  1793*  DEBATES.  9i 

dcncy  of  the  prcfctit  bill  to  throw  fufpicions  upon  the  people* 
As  if  the  people  were  in.  danger  of  falling  into  %6ts  of  treafon, 
the  King's  Attorney  General  comc3  forward  with  a  bill,  ex- 
planatory of  the  Statute  of  Edward  III.  to  tell  them  what  cir- 
ajmilances  in  tlic  prcfent  period  would  be  deemed  treafonablc 
For  my  part, 

Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes. 

The  Attorney  General  gives  explanations  of  the  Statute  of 
Edward  III.  and  upon  thefe  explanations  the  Judges  would 
form  new  conftruftions.  By  this  new  bill^  you  make  the  a£t 
of  treafon  independent  of  the  mind  ^  whereas,  in  cafes  of  trea- 
fon, the  mind  only  was  criminal,  and  the  overt  a£l  ferved  but 
as  evidence  to  prove  the  criminal  intention.  The  great  value 
of  the  Statute  of  Edward  was  its  certainty  and  fimplicity.— 
Compading  or  imagining  the  King's  death,  or  adhering  to 
his  enemies,  which  were  all  ftriSly  adls  of  the  mind,  were 
there  ranked  as  treafonable.  In  the  fame  fpirit,  it  was  deem- 
ed treafon  to  confino  the  King,  or  take  means  to  get  pofleflion 
of  his  perfon,  becaufc,  as  a  recent  inftance  had  forcibly  proved, 
Ihort  was  the  diftance  between  the  prifons  of  Princes  and  their 
graves.  If  this  aft  palled,  and  exprefled  in  fuch  loofe  and 
},'eneral  terms,  then  you  will  hang  a  man  for  high  treafon,  as 
fir  the  moft  petty  offence  Againll  the  Cuftom  Houfe,  or  for 
breaking  down  an  old  turnpike.  The  puniQiment  will  be  in- 
flided  without  examining  the  mind  or  intention  of  the  oflFender*  < 
New  conftruSions,  as  he  had  dated  before,  would  arife  upon 
the  regulations  of  this  bill.  Another  Attorney  General  would 
come  forward  with  a  new  bill  which  would  give  room  for  frefli 
conftruftions ;  and  thus  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft  would  bq 
frittered  away,  till  it  was  altogether  deftroyed.  But  it  was 
urged  that  the  circumftances  of  the  times  called  for  this  extra- 
ordinary meafure-  Upon  this  Mr.  Erflcine  maintained  there 
was  great  delufion;  for  he  maintained  there  was  nothing 
in  the  prefent  circumftances  which  could  juftify  the  leflening 
or  endangering  the  liberties  of  the  people.  A  falfe  alarm  hid 
been  created  for  the  purpofe  of  ftrcngthcning  the  hands  of  Go- 
vernment, and  weakening  the  power  of  the  people,  and  upon 
this  artifice  Minifters  were  to  have  unbounded  confidence,  and 
cvery.body  el(e  was  to  be  loaded  with  diftruft  stnd  libelled  with 
Vol.  XXXV.  M 
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chMTgti  of  r^lliofli  and  difpofition  for  tJrcafon«  Was  there 
reafon  for  this  i  Had  the  Attorney  General  any  indiAment 
againft  a  (ihgle  perfon  ?  Had  be  any  information  of  fedltion  f 
Had  he  even  any  fufpicion  of  any  one  perfon  in  the  kingdom 
being  a  traitor?  Not  one  of  thefe — yet  the  country  was  in  % 
fiate  that  required  the  laws  of  treafon  to  be  amended.  Had 
there  been  any  treafon^  he  (hould  not  be  found  to  cavil  upon 
the  niceties  of  law  for  the  puni(hment  of  the  traitor^,  and  he 
believed  that  the  people  of  this  country  would  join  heart  and 
hand  to  fupprefs  the  mifchicf.  If  the  country  was  hollow — if 
it  was  divided  in  itfelf^  then  indeed  there  might  be  a  neceflity 
for  fuch  regulations  as  thofe  of  the  prefcnt  bill.  Parliament, 
ihdced  he  knew  .was  omnipotent,  but  it  ought  to  (how  a 
difcretion  in  the  choice  of  occafions  for  the  exercife  of  it* 
power, 

Ncc  Dcus  interfil,  &c. 

He  then  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  other  claufes  of  the  bilL 
It  was  furely  rather  romantic  to  prohibit  perfons  from  purchaf- 
ing' lands  in  France,  in  the  prefent  diftradledftate  of  that  conn* 
try,  while  this  kingdom  was  In  a  fituation  (b  higjily  profperous, 
and  aferded  fo  many  favourable  opportunities  for  the  employ- 
ment of  money.  Inftead  of  prohibiting  perfons  to  deal  in  the 
French  fmids,  Minifters  fhould  rather  take  care  that  a  Cala- 
saitous  war  might  not  prevent  them  from  purchafing  in  our 
own.  The  regulation  to  prevent  fubjeds  from  coming  from 
France  to  this  country,  without  a  licence,  or  finding  bail, 
ivas  highly  objcdionable ;  many  of  them  were  perfons  whofe^ 
going  abroad  was  unavoidable,  fome  for  the  recovery  of  their 
health,  and  fome  from  the  derangement  of  conmiercial  deal* 
ings  ;  with  refpeft  to  thefe  peffoAi  the  regulation  was  oppref* 
five,  as  it  put  every  thing  in  the  power  of  Minifters ;  it  wa. 
impolitic,  as  it  feenied  calculated  to  difgufl,  at  the  moment 
ivhen  we  (hould  be  mod  felicitous  to  render  this  aland  of  free- 
dom and  delight.  On  the  fubjedl  of  infurance,  he  remarked, 
that  from  the  high  premrams  demanded  in  war,  the  balance 
mud  be  iti  favour  of  our  infurers.  He  concluded  with  agal« 
adverting  to  the  Statute  of  Edward  III.  which  he  confidered 
as  all  that  was  neceffary,  and  as  calculated  to  meet  every  occa- 
fion  oa  which  the  crime  of  treafon  could  fairly  be  aUe(^;^*-^ 
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The  prcfent  bill  he  conGdered  as  both  unnecefSuy  a^d  daiiger- 
ous.  He  faidj  ihew  me  the  ncceflityy  and  I  wilLgo  hsind  iz^ 
hand  with  you  in  any  ad  that  can  be  brought  forward. 

The  honourable  FREDERICK  NORTH  thought  it  highly 
neceilkry  and  expedient  to  prohibit  the  fubjefts  of  thi$  country 
from  purchafing  lands  in  France,  or  from  invefting  money  is^ 
the  French  funds;  becaufci  France  being  unqueftionably  in 
the  greateft  want,  both  of  money  and  credit,  it  became 
both  our  intereft  and  our  duty  to  take  the  moft  efiedual  mean« 
in  our  power  for  preventing  her  from  fupplying  thofe  wants, 
and  of  courfe  depriving  her  of  the  means  and  Hnews  of  war. 
Upon  the  propriety  of  the  prohibition,  as  to  furnifhing  armS| 
ammunition,  &c.  to  the  French,  all  parties  feemed  to  be 
agreed:  and  with  refpeft  to  the  propofed  regulations,  as  to 
His  Majefty's  fubjefts  going  from  this  country  to  France,  and 
returning  from  thence,  they  appeared  to  him  highly  proper  and 
eflentially  requifite ;  believing,  as  he  did,  what  were,  in  ge- 
neral, the  intentions  of  people  who  now  go  to  France,  and 
with  what  intentions  they  return  from  thence. 

Mr.  CURWIN  faid,  he  liad  highly  difapproved  of  theprer 
fent  war;  at  the  fame  time,  now  that  we  are  aftnally  enga^d 
in  it,  he  was  certainly  as  much  inclined  as  any  man,  to  giv^ 
every  fupport  that  might  be  neceflary  for  carrying  it  on  with 
vigour  and  etkA.  The  propofed  bill,  however,  going  to  as 
extenfion  of  the  laws  relating  to  treafon,  which  he  thought  $, 
mauer  of  great  delicacy  indeed,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion^ 
that  it  was  previoufly  neceifary  to  have  laid  before  the  Houfe 
fome  good  reafons  for  fo  flrong  a  nneafure.  He  had  heard  of 
nonefuch ;  and  he  (hould  therefore  think  it  his  duty  to  oppofe 
the  prefent  bill  in  every  fiage. 

Mr.  YORKE  was  of  opinion,  that  in  the  prefent  earl)r 
Hage  of  the  bill,  the  only  queftion  before  the  Houfe  was,  whe- 
ther the  principle  of  the  bill  ought  to  be  entertained  at  all} 
As  to  which,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  he  thought 
diere  oeuld  kudly  be  a  doubt:  it  feemed  to  him  prepoflerousj^ 
to  be  now  debating  on  the  particular  claufes  of  the  bill,  which 
in  iad  wene  not  be£bre  the  Houfe ;  he  would  not  therefoif , 
enter  upon  thai  fiibjed  till  the  bill  ihould  be  brou^  in,  sM 
ilM  the  cliiifcs  ilu)uU  come  cegda^ 
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The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  was  not  diC 
pkafed  the  debate  had  gone  into  greater  length  than  might 
perhaps  have  been  expedled  in  the  prefcnt  ftage  of  the  bunnefs, 
becaufe  Tome  ufefiil  hints  had  been  thrown  out ;  and  he  was 
anxious  to  receive  every  information,  as  it  was  no  doubt  a 
matter  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  deferving  the  mod  feri-* 
ous  confideration.  He  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  feveral  ar- 
guments and  obfervations,  which  had  fallen  from  his  honour- 
able and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erltine,)  many  of  which  appear- 
ed to  him  to  be  unfounded ;  and,  after  endeavouring  to  obviate 
fome  objeftions  which  had  been  thrown  out  againll  fome  of 
the  propofed  regulations  of  the  bill,  he  laid,  that  Mr.  Erflcine 
feemed  to  proceed  on  the  idea,  that  the  Statute  of  the  25th  of 
Edward  JIL  is  the  only  treafon  law  exifting  at  this  day :  but, 
is  there  not  an  aft  now  in  cxiftcnce,  declaring  it  high  treafon 
to  aflert  that  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  have  not  power 
to  regulate  the  fucceflion  to  the  crown  ?  Have  not  fome  per- 
fons,  at  this  day,  gone  in  faft  much  farther  ?  Have  they  not 
even  written  what,  in  truth,  amounts  to  this,  that  we  fhould 
have  no  King  at  all  in  this  country  ?  Though  not  precifely  in 
fuch  a  way  that  they  could  be  laid  hold  of.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  conceived  the  bill,  under  the  prcfent  circumftances  of  the 
country,  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  in  its  principles,  whatever 
obje£kion  there  might  be  to  any  part  of  the  detail  of  its  regu- 
lations; but  he  trufted  he  had  faid  enough  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe, 
that  leave  ought  to  be  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  that  it  may  at 
lead  be  looked  into,  and  may  not  be  decided  upon  till  after  a 
full  and  deliberate  difcufTion. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  begged  to  aflc  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
whether  he  had  received  any  information  of  money  having  been 
remitted  from  this  country  to  France  in  order  to  be  inverted 
in  the  French  funds,  or  to  be  employed  in  the  purchafe  of 
lands  there? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  did  not  find 

•  any  thmg  either  upon  the  affirmative  or  negative  of  the  queftion 

.  put  by-  the  hononrable  gentleman.     Leave  was  given  to  bring  * 
rin  the  bill,  without  a  divifion ;  and  the  Attorney  General  faid^ 

•  that  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  bring  it  in  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  orders  now  ftandlng 
for  balloting  for  Committees  on  four  queflions  remaining  to 
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be  tried,  refpefiing  rights  of  elcSion,  fliould  be  poftponed  till 
next  feflion. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Fox  dated  the  neceflity  of  bringing 
forward  a  bill  in  the  prefent  feflion,  containing  regulations 
for  preventing  the  delays  that  at  prefent  take  place  in  determin* 
ing  on  eleftion  petitions  under  Mr.  Grenville's  ail;  the  ur- 
gency of  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  impreffed  with,  from  the 
circumilance  which  had  juft  cKCurrcd  of  feveral  petitions  be- 
ing left  undetermined  till  the  fourth  feflion  of  the  prefent  Par^ 
liament.  1  ! 

In  a  Committee  of  Supply,  the  Secretary  at  War  rofe  to-  | 

move  the  feveral  eftimates.    -  | 

On  the  firft  refolution,  viz.   The  expence  of  the  Hanoverian  i 

troops,  fubfidized  for  the  afliftance  of  Holland,  j 

Lord  FIELDING  faid,  that  this  requifition  ought  to  have 
come  three  months  ago;  and  he  charged  Minifters  with  the 
moft  criminal  negligence,  in  delaying  to  give  any  afliflance  to 
the  Dutch  :  there  appeared  fuch  a  general  lethargy  in  all  the 
operations  of  Minifters,  that  it  was  fcarce  poflible  to  believe 
we  were  at  war.  His  Lordfliip  went  into  a  long  detail  on  this 
fubjed,  and  blamed,  in  flrong  terms,  the  delay  in  fubfidizing 
the  Hanoverian  troops;  he  faid,  that  Minifters  had  fent  only  a 
handful  of  troops  from  this  country  to  Holland;  and  that, 
from  the  improper  delay  that  had  taken  place  in  embarking 
them,  they  had  been  met  by  a  ftorm  which  had  occafioned  .the 
moil  ferious  alarm  for  their  fafety,  and  that  of  the  Royal  Duke 
who  commanded  them.  His  Lordfliip  then  adverted  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  French  armies,  and  to  the  check  which  had 
been  given  to  them  by  the  Auftrians  and  Pruflians  raifing  the 
fiege  of  Maeftricht ;  and  faid,  that  if  this  country  had  afforded 
to  the  Dutch  fuch  timely  afliftance  as  we  ought  to  have  done, 
the  taking  .of  Breda,  and  the  other  previous  fuccefles  of  the 
French,  might  have  been  prevented :  it  was  furely  the  duty  of 
Minifters  to  ftate  fome  caufe  for  fuch  blameable  remiflhefs. 

Major  MAITLAND  faid,  that  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Lord  who  had  juft  fat  down  deferved  undoubtedly  fome 
anfwer  from  Minifters ;  for  much  of  what  the  noble  Lord  had 
laid  was  extremely  well  founded.  Minifters  had  explicitly  ac- 
knowledged that  on  the  17th  of  December  they  confidered  the 
French  as  an  enany  in  a  ftate  of  hoftile  preparation.    They 
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koeir  die  defencelefs  ftate  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  danger  that 
threatened  them,  and  yet  they  did  not  enter  into  any  negociation 
for  fubfidizing  the  Hanoverian  troops  till  February  22;  and 
the  Guards  did  not  fail  till  the  23d  of  February.  Was  this  an 
««ertion  becoming  a  great  and  powerful  nation  at  fo  critical 
and  imporunt  a  crifis  ?  Thefe  Guards  he  would  not  call  a 
handful  of  troops,  as  the  noble  Lord  had  done ;  they  were  1700 
of  the  fined  and  bed  troops,  he  believed,  in  Europe;  under  the 
c<Mnmandx>f  an  illuftrious  branch  of  the  Royal  Family;  but 
fpeaking  as  a  profeflional  man,  he  would  a(k  if  they  had  been 
fent  with  any  profpedl  of  vidlory  ?  Or  whether  they  had  not 
run  the  mo(i  imminent  rifle  of  being  facrificed,  had  not  the 
progrefs  of  the  French  been  picovidentially  checked,  and  the 
iiege  of  Maeftricht  raifed  by  the  Audrians  and  Pruflians,  a 
natter  with  which  Minifters  could  not,  at  the  time,  be  ac* 
<}uainted,  and  from  which  they  couid  claim  no  credit. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  though  he  was  fomewhar 
furprifed  at  the  ^ode  of  difcuflfion  that  had  taken  place,  he 
was  happy  to  find  that  he  was  not  to  meet  with  any  oppofition 
profpedively,  and  that  no  objedion  would  be  made  to  the  re- 
folution  now  under  the  confideration  of  the  Committee.  With 
ttfpeSt  to  any  retrofpcdive  view  of  the  meafures  which  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  had  thought  neceifary,  and  been  enabled 
to  adopt,  he  did  not  fuppofe  the  Committee  would  defire  to 
hear  any  detail  of  them ;  but  he  was  anxious  to  make  a  few 
obfervations  upon  fome  quedions  that  had  been  put  to  him. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad  defired  to  know  why 
•o  fteps  had  been  taken  to  fubftdize  the  Hanoverian  troops  till 
the  J^ld  of  February.  To  this  he  would  anfwer  that  ftcps  had 
|>een  taken  long  before  that  time  for  the  purpofe  of  arranging 
matters  fo  as  to  bring  thefe  troops  into  the  fcrvice  of  this  coun^ 
try,  though  their  pay  is  only  ftated  from  that  time.  Withre.- 
fptSt  to  the  troops  fent  from  this  coantry,  he  begged  leave  to 
fay,  that  confidering  the  feafon,  and  the  fmall  army  e(bblifli<» 
ment  always  kept  in  this  country  in  time  of  peace,  he  could 
not  conceive  that  there  was  any  backwardnefs  on  the  part  of 
Government,  if  a  body  ef  near  2000  troops  had  been  raifed 
immediately  on  the  firft  accounts  of  the  attack  upon  Holland^ 
which  had  failed  in  a  few  days  afterwards.  In  fa£k,  the  Statea 
General  diemfelves  are  of  opinion,  that  they  have  received 
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fiom  this  cotfntry  a  vigorous,  fpeedy,  and  timely  fnppljy  aad 
trhicb  did  arrive  in  time  to  render  them  very  eflential  krnob* 
Indeed,  this  would  be  found  to  be  a  great  exertion  on  our 
part,  if  compared  with  what  we  had  been  able  to  do  at  tha 
commencement  of  any  former  war.  The  honourabk  gentle^ 
man  feemed  to  think  that  Miniders  were  endeavouring  to  take 
credit  from  what  had  been  eiFe£ted  by  the  AuArians  and  Pmt^ 
fians;  this  they  ceruinly  by  no  means  do ;  at  the  fame  time  the 
^ertions  of  the  Auftrians  and  Prufllians  on  behalf  of  the  Dntd^ 
may  not  probably  have  been  altogether  unconneded  with  th# 
preparaiions  which  they  faw  the  Government  of  this  country 
were  making,  and  the  confidence  they  had  in  its  determinatioii 
to  give  the  moll  vigorous  afliftancc  to  its  allies  the  Dutch.  On 
the  fubje6l'of  the  alarm,  with  refpeft  to  the  fafe  landing  of  the 
Guards,  he  would  only  fay,  that  undoubtedly  they  had  been 
overtaken  by  very  tcmpeftuous  weather,  which  unqueftionabljr 
His  Majefty's  Minifters  could  neither  forefee  nor  prevent.  Ai 
to  the  tranfports,  he  knew  of  nothing  to  be  remarked,  with 
itfped  to  them,  except  their  having  been  fitted  out  withiinex-* 
ampled  difpatch. 

Major  MAITLAND  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  Chan- 
eelior  of  the  Exchequer,  by  infinuating  that  1700  men  fent 
from  this  country  had  excited  the  exertion  of  the  Auftrians  and 
Pruflians,  had  certainly  fhewn  every  difpofition  to  take  credit 
to  Minifters  for  the  tfkSts  of  that  exertion.  He  begged  leave 
alfo  to  fay,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  totally 
mifunderftood  him  in  fuppofing  that  he  had  allcdged  that  no 
fteps  had  been  taken  for  fubfidizing  the  Hanoverian  troops  till 
the  22d  of  February ;  but  it  muft  be  recoUefled  that,  prior  to 
that  tinie,  more  than  two  months  had  elapfed  from  the  period 
at  which  Minifters  had  concewed  France  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
hoflility  againft  this  country,  which  was  furely  more  time, 
than  could  be  required  for  fiich  a  negociation. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  notwitbftanding  his  anxious  defire  to 
provide  for  the  moft  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war  in  which 
this  country  is  engaged,  he  ftill  felt  a  great  deal  ofreluSance 
in  ^ving  his  vote  to  take  money  from  the  pockets  of  the  peo« 
pie,  which  was  to  be  placed  under  the  difpofal  of  men  who 
lUd  ttniformly,  upon  every  occafion,  exhibited  fuch  difgrace- 
•L  ictmifoefs  and  inactivity,  as  His  Majefty's  prefcnt  Minifr* 
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crs.  It  was  evident  from  the  filence  and  concealment  obfcrvcd^ 
about  a  matter  which  ought  to  be  of  pubfic  notoriety,  that- 
thcfc  Hanoverian  troops  have  not  yet  been  brought  forward, 
and  that  their  a£^ion  is  only  to  be  future ;  although  Miniflers, 
as  far  back  as  the  17th  of  December  had  explicitly  declared 
France  to  be  an  enemy  to  this  country,  in  a  ftate  of  hoftile 
preparation.  How  ftrangc  that  a  negociation  with  the  Eledor 
of  Hanover  ihould  be  a  matter  of  fuch  difficulty  !  But  it  feems 
tlie  fupinenefi?  of  Minifters,  in  this  inflance,  is  to  be  made  up 
Ify  their  aclivity  and  exertion,  with  rcfpeft  to  fending  over  the 
Guards  to  Holland.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  expefled  to  hear 
that  the  Guards  had  been  fent  as  ioon  as  the  War  was  declared  ; 
but  no ;  he  had  watched  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
words,  which  were,  that  they  had  been  fent  asfoon  as  Holland 
was  invaded :  on  fome  occafions,  indeed,  three  weeks  is  a  ihort 
time  ;  but  he  believed  that  in  no  sera  of  hiAory  could  fo  (hort  a 
fpace  of  time  have  been  of  fuch  importance  as  on  this  occafion« 
If  it  is  poffible,  as  has  been  faid,  th^t  our  troops  arriving  at  fo 
late  a  period,  have,  in  fa£l,  wrought  wonders ;  had  they  ar- 
rived at  an  earlier  period,  they  would  have  {aved  Breda  and 
Gertrudenbcrg.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
that  the  ftorm  could  not  be  imputed  to  Minifters  ;  furely  not  ^ 
but  frt)m  the  improper  delay,  which  was  imputable  to  them, 
the  ftorm  was  encountered.  The  report  was  generally  believ- 
ed that  the  tranfports  had  been  delayed  for  want  of  ballaft  ;  and 
he  had  it  from  ftill  better  authority,  that  they  were  delayed 
(torn  want  of  their  field  piecesi  notwithftanding  the  large  fums 
voted  for  the  Ordnance.  It  had  been  anfwcred,  the  troops 
were  fent  as  foon  as  Holland  was  attacked;  but  Minifters  muft 
be  confidered  as  diildrcn,  if  they  had  not  forefeen  the  attack 
upon  Holland  ;  and  yet  they  delayed  fending  to  the  relief  and 
aftiftance  of  their  allies,  a  reinforcement  which  they  acknow- 
ledged to  have  confidered  as  a  material  defence  to  them,  for  no 
lefs  than  three  weeks  after  the  declaration  of  war.  In  the  mean 
time  Breda  and  Gertrudenberg  were  taken,  a  matter  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  the  enemy.  Another  anfwer  is  ftatcd,  that 
the  Dutch  are  fatisfied  ;  but  is  it  not  a  very  poflible  cafe,  that 
the  Dutch,  being  in  fo  defencelefs  a-ftate  as  not  to  dare  to  (late 
their  alarms  at  the  hoftilities  of  their  enemy,  niight  hardlyielarc 
to  find  fault  with  thofe  who  proved  to  be  their  friends  ?    Mr 
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FoK  laid  that.  In  his  opinion ,  the  right  honourable  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  brought  forward  all  his  warlike  prepara* 
tions  into  the  debates  in  that  Houfe  ;  his  negociations  too  had 
been  warlike ;  his  preparations  for  war  were  alone  pacific. 
Though  he  had  objefted  to  the  war  .in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  he 
wiflied,  as  he  believed  every  gentleman  did,  that  it  (hould  now 
be  carried  on  with  vigour  ;  he  only  regretted,  that  the  conduft 
of  a  war  fo  intereding  to  this  country,  fiiould  be  in  the  hands 
of  men  who  had,  on  every  former  occafion,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
fent,  proved  themfelves  totally  unfit  for  fo  very  important  a 
tnift. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  in  the  prefent  ftage  ©f  the 
war,  he  had  formed  his  refolutions  upon  two  points — to  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  omitted  nothing  that 
his  duty  called  upon  him,  and  the  fituation  of  the  country  en- 
abled him  to  do,  and  not  to  be  provoked  by  any  inveftive  to 
enter  into  details  for  his  juftification,  which  both  the  time  and 
the  circumftances  made  unfit  to  be  difclofed.  If  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  thought  the  mode  he  had'  now  adopted  of 
fupporting  the  war  in  which  the  country  was  engaged,  a  proper 
mode,  and  if  he  thought  that  by  the  fort  of  argument  he  had 
chofen  to  purfue,  that  he  had  made  an  advantageous  impreflion 
upon  the  Committee,  let  him  enjoy  in  the  privacy  of  his  own 
reflexions  the  fatisfa£lion  of  having  done  his  duty.  Did  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  imagine,  that  after  war  was  de- 
clared, with  the  very  narrow  military  eftablifliment  to  which 
this  country  had  always  confined  itfelf,  Minifters  could  fafely 
fend  any  part  of  the  troops  on  that  eftablifliment,  without  a 
careful  review  of  the  general  diftribution  of  the  land  forces  for 
internal  defence  ;  or  did  he  fuppofe  that  fuch  an  examination 
of  the  general  and  local  force  could  be  made  in  a  fliorter  time  ? 
If  the  Committee  did  not  feel  this  to  be  a  fufficient  anfwer  to 
all  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  charges  of  delay,  *they 
might  then  believe  that  thofc  charges  were  well  found^;  if 
they  did,  they  would  acquit  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  give 
them  credit  for  having  made  every  exertion  in  their  power  to 
vindicate  the  honour  of  the  nation,  and  proted  our  injured 
allies. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  his  fupport  of  the  war,  now  that  we  were 
engaged  in  it,  was  as  fincere  as  that  of  His  Majefty 's  Minifters, 
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all  hough  on  very  different  grounds..  He  \vi(hcd  it  to  be  fup- 
ported  with  vigour,  bccaufe,  by  a  vigorous  war,  vire  fhould 
mod  fpeedily  obtain  adequate  and  honourable  terms  of  peace. 
Of  thofe  terms  he  had  formed  a  clear  and  definite  idea — Mini- 
fters  had  not,  or  at  leall  had  never  condcfccnded  to  ftate  any 
idea  on  the  fubjeft  to  the  Houfe.  He  certainly  did  not  think 
fupporting  the  negleft  or  the  blunders  of  Minifters  the  beft 
mode  of  fupporting  the  war:  for  he  knew,  that  they,  and  all 
other  Minifters,  would  do  their  duty  better  by  being  carefully 
watched  thai*,  implicitly  trufted.  Let  the  Minifter  (hew  that 
there  would  have  been  any^  danger  in  fending  aooo  men  to  Hol- 
land in  the  beginning  of  February,  inftead  of  keeping  them  till 
towards  the  end  of  it ;  and  then  his  argument  might  be  good 
for  fomething.  Would  he  call  to  his  aid  thofe  plots  and  infur* 
redlions  which  had  been  fo  much  talked  of,  but  never  feen,  as 
a  pretext  for  three  weeks  delay  ?  Thofe  plots,  he  imagined, 
had  done  their  duty,  and  were  difmifled  from  the  fcrvice,  to  be 
preffed  into  it  no  more. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  had  hoped  the  favourable 
change  in  the  afpedl  of  tlie  war  would  have  produced  a  degree 
of  good  humour  in  the  mind  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man. The  riglit  honourable  gentleman  took  credit  to  himfelf 
for  fupporting  Government  in  carrying  6n  the  war.  For  fuch 
fupport  as  he  had  that  day  given  neither  the  Government  nor 
his  Country  would  feel  much  indebted  to  him.  It  was  aiked 
why  the  men  that  were  fent  to  Holland  were  not  fent  three 
weeks  fooner.  CouW  Minifters  have  fent  2000,  or  4000,  or 
any  confiderablc  number  of  troops  out  of  the  country,  before 
they  knew  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  the  meafures  they  had  takea 
for  recruiting  and  augmenting  the  army  ?  Did  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  imagine  that  the  Dutch  were  to  do  nothing 
for  their  own  defence  ;  that  they  were  to  truft  entirely  to  this 
country?  *  After  they  made  a  requifition  for  military  aid, 
there  was  not  an  hour's  delay  in  fending  it.  He  defied  any 
man  to  produce  an  example  of  greater  difpatch  ;  and  very 
feafonably,  and  with  the  happieft  effe£t,  in  the  hour  of  their 
greateft  danger,  had  it  come  to  them.  In  the  fame  manner, 
when  they  called  for  a  naval  aid,  the  fliips  were  at  the  place  of 
their  deftinalion  almoft  before  they  could  have  hoped  that  the 
•rder  for  them  was  given.    For  the  rcadinefs  which  His  Ma- 
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jcfty  had  flicwn  to  fuccour  them  the,  Du^ch  exprefled  the 
higheft  gratitude  ;  and  to  reprefent  our  preparations  as  dilatory 
and  inadequate,  was  rather  to  encourage  the  enemy  than  to 
plead  the  caufe  of  our  ^llies. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  the  argument,  that  men,  by  any 
difapprobation  of  the  meafures  of  Government,  were  aSing 
againft  the  interefts  of  their  country,  when  the  marked  mif- 
conduft  of  Minifters  was  what  every  Member  of  the  Houfe 
ought  to  reprobate,  would  be  a  plea  for  a  general  indemnity  to 
MiniRers,  however  weak  or  wicked  might  be  their  conduft. 
Support,  with  a  vigilant  obfcrvation  of  their  conduct,  was  a 
fupport  for  which  the  prefent  Minifters  would  be  as  little  dif- 
pofed  to  thank  any  other  gentleman  as  his  right  honourable 
friend.  The  fupport  which  they  wanted  was  of  another  fort, 
lately  defcribed  in  the  Houfe  —  a  fupport  that  (hould  increafe 
with  their  demerits  —  a  confidence  that  (hould  increafe  as  they 
fliewed  themftives  lefs  worthy  of  it.  When  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  lafhed  the  errors  of  Adminiftration  in  the 
American  war,  which  his  right  honourable  colleague  (Mr. 
Dundasj  defended,  he  did  not  think  that  he  was  fupporting 
the  enemies  of  his  country.  But  the  fcntiments  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  were  very  properly  changed  with  his 
fituation.  To  fay  that  Minifters  had  not  done  all  they  could, 
was  not  giving  encouragement  to  the  enemy.  It  was  to  fay, 
that  whatever  opinion  they  might  have  been  led  to  form  from 
the  negled  and  delay  of  Minifters,  the  country  poflcflTed  great 
vigour,  and  great  refources,  capable  of  being  brought  into  ac- 
tion when  Minifters  were  made  to  do  their  duty.  They  them- 
fclves  had  admitted,  that  early  in  December  they  flopped  the 
French  fupplies  of  corn,  as  a  meafure  of  precaution  againft 
an  enemy  in  a  ftate  of  preparation  for  war.  Could  they  pro- 
duce any  reafon  to  ftiew  that  it  was  not  as  proper  to  begin  pre- 
parations of 'defence  as  to  interrupt  the  preparations  of  the 
enemy  ?  On  the  very  firft  day  of  the  meet  jng  of  Parliament 
ke  had  faid,  that  if  we  were  to  have  a  virar,  it  ought  to  be  a 
war  of  aftivity  and  vigour  ;  and  had  Minifters  but  afted  as* 
they  talked,  fo  it  would  have  been.  But  they  feemed  to  have 
exhaufted  the  whole  fpirit,  to  have  unbraced  the  whole  energy 
of  their  minds  in  declamation  in  Parliament,  and,  when  the 
kzfon  for  adion  came^  to  have  been  incapable  of  adling. 

NT  o. 
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He  hoped  the  leflbn  they  had  naw  received  would  prevent  the 
neceflity  of  another  of  the  fame  kind.  He  tnifted  that  they 
would  not  be  found  as  backward  in  their  naval  as  in  their  mi- 
litary preparations,  and  that  if,  as  was  reported,  a  French  fleet 
had  failed  from  Breft,  there  was  a  Britifh  fleet  to  meet  it, 
whatever  might  be  its  deftination. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  endeavoured  to  explain  that  his 
declaration  of  the  reafon  for  fl.opping  the  French  fupplies 
of  corn  did  not  mean  that  they  were  then  confidered  as  an 
enemy. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  replied,  and  requoted  the  precife  words. 

Captain  BERKELEY  rofe,  to  fay  that  there  was  no  delay 
at  the  Ordnance  OflSce ;  but,  alluding  to  General  Dumourier 
as  the  friend  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  he 
was  called  to  order  by 

^  Mr,  SHERIDAN,  who  faid  the  expreflion  was  highly  im- 
proper, and  he  wiflied  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  an 
opportunity  of  correding  it. 

Captain  BERKELEY  (aid,  he  did  not  apply  the  expreflion 
particularly  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  to  thofe 
who  maintained  the  fame  principles  of  liberty  which  Dumou<* 
rier  maintained. 

Mr.  GREY  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  called  out  to  name 
them. 

Captain  BERKELEY  faid,  thofe  who  had  gloried  in  Du- 
mourier*s  vidory  at  Jemappe — a  viSory  which  he  believed  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  this  country,  thought 
a  viAory  to  be  lamented. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  ihould  not  have  (lopped  the  honourable 
gentleman  :  he  (hould  have  aflced  him  in  another  place  what 
he  meant  by  the  expreflion.  If  he  meant  the  private  friend  of 
Dumourier,  he  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  harm  in  any 
Member  of  that  Houfe  having  been  the  private  friend  of  the 
General  of  an  enemy's  army,  before  the  >var  broke  out.  .  He 
was  not,  in  that  fenfe,  the  friend  of  Dumourier,  for  he  had 
never  feen  him.  If  it  was  ufed  in  another  fenfe,  it  meant 
fomething  exceedingly  injurious,  and  as  unfounded  as  inju- 
rious. 

Captain  BERKELEY  faid,  he  meant  nothing  offenfive  nor 
perfonal  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman.    He  did  not  hap« 
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'  pen  to  have  any  fuch  acquaintance  with  him  as  to.  wiih  to  of* 
fend  him  perfonally. 

Major  MAITLAHD  faitl,  the  expreilion  was  fuch  9S  he 
little  expe£led  from  any  gentleman  in  that  Houle.  When  did 
any  of  thofe  who  fat  near  him  exprefs  any  fentiments  of  liberty 
not  confonant  with  order,  and  the  principles  of  the  Conftitu* 
tion  ?  What  it  meant,  and  what  it  did,  was  to  throw  out  a 
grofs  imputation  on  the  parliamentary  condud  of  thofe  to 
whom,  by  the  explanation,  it  was  applied. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  explained  that  he  meant  nothing  ofFenfive,  which,  for  an 
inadvertent  expreflion,  was  a  fufEcient  apology. 
'  Mr.  GREY  did  not  think  the  explanation  fufficient,  and  rC'^ 
commended  to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  adopt  the  iliggef- 
tion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  fay  himfelf  that 
it  was  inadvertently  or  unguardedly  fpoken,  and  that  he  meant 
nothing  injurious  to  the  chara£ler  of  aoy  Member  of  tho 
Houfe. 

Captain  BERKELEY  faid,  he  muft  acknowledge,  on  re- 
coHe&ion,  that  it  was  an  unguarded  expreflion,  for  when  the 
debates  which  he  at  firft  thought  authorifed  it  took  place  Du- 
roourier  was  not  an  enemy.  He  then  added  a  few  words  on 
tlie  queftion  in  debate. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  he  knew,  from  indifputable  au- 
thority, that  the  tranfports  were  not  ready  to  receive  the  artil- 
kry  of  the  guards  when  they  were  fent  to  Holland.  They  not 
only  failed  without  their  artillery,  but  without  their  cartridges 
— ^a  mod  convijicing  proof  to  the  Dutch  of  the  hurry  in  which 
they  had  been  difpatched  to  their  aid,  and  a  circumdance  of 
expedition  on  which  the  Chancellor  «f  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  might  congratulate  one  another. 

Mr.  G.  N.  EDWARDS  faid,  he  had  come  down  to  the 
Houfe  with  an  intention  of  voting  with  the  Miniftry  if  there 
Ihould  be  a  divifion,  becaufe  he  wi(hed  them  to  be  fupported 
in  conducing  the  war ;  but  from  the  extreme  flippancy  with 
which  they  had  managed  the  debate,  if  there  were  to  be  a  di- 
vifion,  he  fliould  now  vote  againft  them.  He  thanked  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  for  the  feafonable  lefTon 
he  had  given  them*    If  that  right  honourable  gentleman  hai 


^  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793. 

been  Miniftcr  of  this  country  three  years  ago,  it  would  not 
have  been  in  this  dangerous  fituation. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  the  refolutiony  and  agreed  to. 

The  other  refolutions  were  paiTed  without  any  debate,  and 
ordered  to  be  reported  on  Monday. 

In  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  paflcd  refolutions  for 
four  millions  of  Exchequer  bills.  Ordered  to  be  reported  on 
Monday. — Adjourned, 

Monday,  li/h  March, 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  brought  up  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent  traitorous  corrcfpondence  with  His  Majefty's  enemies  du-- 
ring  the  war,  &c.     Read  a  firft  time  ;  ordered  to  be  read  a  fe- 
cond  time  on  Thurfday  next,  and,  on  the  fuggeftioii  of  Mr. 
Hufiey,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ELLIOT,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Stockbridge  eleflion,  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
report  of  that  Committee.  It  appeared, -he  faid,  that,  pre- 
vious to  the  lad  election,  a  club  had  been  formed  to  proceed 
regularly  upon  the  bufinefs  of  bribery  and  corruption  :  at  this 
club  was  chofen  a  common  agent  to  tranf^d  the  bufinefs  ; 
none  could  be  admitted  t^)  this  club  but  eleftors  of  Stock- 
bridge.  Here  they  debated,  and  finally  determined  upon  their 
own  corruption — fettled  the  fum  that  each  eleftor  (hould  take 
for  his  vote,  as  well  as  the  fecurity  he  was  to  require  for  the 
payment  of  it :  he  therefore  trufted  the  Houfe  would  fee  the 
propriety  of  coming  to  fomc  meafure  to  prevent  fuch  fhameful 
proceedings  in  future  \  they  owed  it  to  their  own  honour  and 
dignity.  He  then  appealed  to  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee,  the  fubftance  of  which  he  had  dated.  He  wifhed 
the  Houfe  to  obfcrve,  that  his  objed  was  not  punifhment,  but 
prevention  :  although,  indeed,  there  was  no  excufe  for  thefe 
eleftors,  for  they  were  not  perfons  who  had  been  overcome  by 
a  fudden  temptation — lliey  entered  into  the  bufinefs  with  pre- 
meditation—  they  were  feducers  as  well  as  being  fcduced. — 
He  then  moved,  "  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  read  ;'* 
which  being  done,  he  next  moved  for  "  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
"  for  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  cleftion  of 
"  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Stock- 
"  bridge,  in  the  county  of  Southampton."     Ordered. 
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Mr.  BRAGG  faid,  he  fliould  ntovc  to-morrow  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  disfranchlfc  the  eleftors  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  this  bribery. 

Nfr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  wiflied  to  know  if  there 
was  any  difference  between  him  and  any  perfons  concerned  in. 
the  affairs  of  India  in  their  ideas  upon  future  regulations,  in 
what  points  they  differed  ;  for  that  purpofe  he  propofed  a  delay 
of  a  few  days.  He  now  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  move 
the  refolutions  on  the  government  of  India  on  Friday  next,  and 
the  refolutions  on  the  commerce  on  the  Tucfday  following. 
It  was  his  intention  then  to  move,  that  thefe  refolutions  be 
printed,  and  he  fliouId  not  call  on  the  Houfe  for  its  opinion  on 
thefe  refolutions  until  the  meeting  after  the  holidays ;  in  the 
mean  time,  he  trufted  that  gentlemen  would  turn  the  fuhjcGt 
in  their  minds,  and  bring  forward  their  objc^ons,  that  the 
whole  budnefs  might  be  examined  to  the  bottom  with  faimefs 
and  candour. 

Tuefdajy  igth  March. 

Formed  a  Committee  on  the  Luggerftial  petition,  and  ad- 
journed for  want  of  a  fuflicient  number  to  ballot  for  the  Sud- 
bury petition. 

JVedneJdayy  10th  March. 

The  Houfe  formed  a  ballot,  and  a  Committee  for  the  Sud* 
bury  clcdion.  ^ 

Mr.  BASTARD  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  the  report  of  another  Committee  on  the  Cricklade 
cledion  had  been  referred.  It  ftated  the  proceedings  had  by 
that  Committee,  and  the  evidence  of  the  arrefts  and  detainers 
of  Samuel  Petrie,  Efq^.,  a  petitioner  on  that  eledion.  Thefe 
arrefts  and  detainers  were  out  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas 
and  King's  Bench  for  debt.  Mr.  Ballard,  after  a  (hort  fpeechf 
ij^oved,  "  That  Samuel  Petrie,  Efq.,  be  difcharged  out  of  the 
"  cuftody  of  the  Sheriff  of  Middlefex.** 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  lengthy 
took  a  view  of  the  law  of  privilege  of  Members  of  that  Houfe^ 
and  of  the  protection  which  ought  to  be  extended  to  perfons 
having  petitions  in  contefling  the  eledions  of  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  concluded  with  fupporting  the  motion* 

The  quellion  was  put,  and  carried  nem.  con. 

Z 
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Mn  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply^  the  refolutions  of  which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.,  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice,  that,  in  a  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  he  fliould  bring  forward  the  particulars 
of  the  loan. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  brought  in  a  bill  to  prevent  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  elediion  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Stockbridge,  in  the  county  of  Southampton. 
It  was  read  a  firft  time,  and,  on  the  queftion  for  its  being  read 
a  fecond  time  on  Thurfday  the  nth  of  April  next, 

Mt.  ANSTRUTHER  obferved,  that  notice  had  been  given 
of  another  bill  to  be  brought  in  for  the  purpofe  of  disfranchi- 
ling  the  cleSors  who  had  been  guilty  of  the  bribery  and  coi-- 
ruption  complained  of :  he  fuggefted  the  propricfty  of  difcufling 
both  together. 

Mr.  SALISBURY  moved  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill  to  in- 
capacitate thofe  eleSors  who  had  been  found  to  be  guilty  of  the 
bribery  and  corruption  mentioned  in  the  report  from  voting  at 
elcdions  in  future  for  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

This  produced  a  fhort  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Powys,  Sir 
Francis  Baflet,  the  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Mainwaring,  Mr. 

Welbore  Ellis,  and  others,  took  part.  -^ Mr.  Powys  then 

moved  an  amendment,  **  that  this  debate  be  adjourned  to 
**  Monday  next,"  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

Mr.  YORKE  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain 
and  amend  the  aft  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  William  III.  for 
preventing  irregular  proceedings  of  Sheriffs  and  other  officers,^ 
as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  return  of  writs  for  the  eledipn  of 
Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament.     Ordered. — Adjourned. 

Thurfday y  o.\fi  March.       • 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  preventing  the  working  at  canals 
during  the  corn  harveft,  which  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
on  Wednefday  the  loth  of  April  next. 

Mr.  POW  VS  begged  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  a  fubjed,  with  refpeft  to  which  he  had  been  already 
unfuccefsful,  ls:)th  in  a  Committee  up  flairs,  and  in  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  t  he  meant  the  queftion  as  to  U- 
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midng  and  applying  the  produce  of  the  tolls  in  canal  bills. 
His  objed  was  to  prevent  the  granting  unlimited  profits  to  ad«- 
renturers  in  canals,  and  for  an  unlimited  period,  as  was  at 
prelent  the  cafe,  which  he  confidered  to  be  unfair  to  the  Pulfe- 
lie,  and  to  be  attended  alfo  with  other  bad  coafequences. 
TThis  had,  in  his  opinion,  no  analogy  wtiatever  to  the  cafe  of 
mercantile  adventurers  a3ing  upon  private  fpeculation,  for  he 
certainly  thought  that  wherever  Parliament  was  called  upon  for 
the  interpofition  of  its  authority,  it  had  a  fair  title  to  limit  th« 
right  which  it  conferred  in  fuch  manner  as  might  appear  pros- 
per. It  appeared  to  him  highly  material  to  put  a  ftop  to  a  fpi- 
lit  of  fpeculation  with  regard  to  canals,  which  feemed  to  have 
gone  to  an  alarming  height,  and  he  therefore  thought  the 
Houfe  ought  to  confider,  and  to  afcertain,  how  far  private  bo* 
nefit  might  be  nuide  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  public  advantage  ; 
there  were  two  ways  of  doing  this,  either  by  a  limitation  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  profits,  or  as  to  the  period  of  their  duration. 
Mr.  Powys  faid,  he  would  propofe  that  the  regulations  (hould 
attach  upon  all  canal  bills  in  dependence,  and  which  had  not 
aAually  pafled ;  and  he  concluded  with  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  limiting,  regulating,  and  applying  the  pro* 
duce  of  tolls  in  bills  for  making  and  maintaining  navigable 
canals. 

Mr.  GILBERT  and  Sir  CHARLES  MORGAN  iqade 
each  a  few  obfervations. 

Sir  GEORGE  YONGE  thought  it  irregular  to  re-agitate  a 
queftion  which  had  been  already  detefmined  upon  during  the 
prefent  feflfion. 

The  SPEAKER  dated,  that,  in  point  of  faft,  there  had 
been  no  decifion  whatever  upon  the  queftion  in  the  Houfe, 
nor  had  it  indeed  been  decided  upon  in  the  Committee. 

The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  Mr.  Drake,  jun.,  Capt.  Berke^ 
ky,  Mr.  Serjeant  Watfon,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, fupported  the  motion ;  which  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Haw- 
kins Browne,  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Mr.  Huffey,  Mr.  Wilbcr- 
force,  Mr.  Windham,  and  Lord  Sheffield. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Powys's  motion ; 

Ayes      ,         93- 

Noes 57 

Majority  for  tlie  motion        ^  ^        —  3$ 
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Mr.  WHITBREAD,  jun.  rofe  to  exprefs  his  fears  from 
what  had  already  happened  this  year  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
on  the  fubje£l  of  the  (lave  trade,  and  the  late  period  which  the 
otfier  Houfe  had  fixed  for  proceeding  to  the  conflderation  of 
the  fubje£l,  and  the  examination  of  witneflcs  refpefling  it, 
thai  nothing  cfFeAual  would  be  done  this  feffion  for  abolifbing 
it,  and  that  the  trade  would  continue  at  lead  for  another  year  to 
difgrace  this  country.  He  requefted  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Wilberforcc)  who  had  hitherto  taken  the  lead  in  this  im- 
portant bufinefs,  not  to  fuiFer  his  zeal  to  abate,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  purfue,  with  double  vigour,  an  objeft  which  in  all 
times  to  come  muft  fecure  to  his  name  the  gr^itudc  and  vene- 
ration of  all  true  friends  to  humanity.  He  wifhed  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  be  fo  good  as  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  what 
were  his  iutentions  on  the  fubjeft ;  and  aflfured  him,  that  if  he 
was  ftlll  determined  to  prefs  for  the  abolition  during  the  prefent 
feffion,  he  (hould  be  fupportcd  by  him  and  his  friends  to  the 
utmott  of  their  power. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  returned  the  honourable  gentleman 
his  thanks  for  this  recent  affurance  of  fupport ;  an  aflurance  on 
which  he  could  the  more  firmly  rely,  as  in  every  ftage  of  this 
bufmefs  from  the  very  commencement,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  uniformly  and  unequivocally  fupporteJ  him.  He  was 
e  .tremcly  forry  that  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dun- 
da?)  who  had  taken  fo  confidcrable  a  fhare  laft  year  in  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  flave  trade,  had  not  thought  proper  this  year  to  pur- 
fue even  his  own  plan ;  and  he  was  equally  concerned  that  th^ 
Lords  had  put  off  the  conflderation  of  it  till  after  the  Euiler 
holidays.  Thtfe  two  circumftanccs,  he  fald,  were  certainly 
unfavourable  to  the  idea  of  effedling  the  abolition  this  year ; 
however  he  was  not  without  fome  hope  that  though  the  prefent 
f^flion  was  already  fo  far  advanced,  it  would  fee  an  adl  pafled 
for  the  total  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  every  day  of  whofc  ex- 
igence was  difgraceful  and  injurious  to  humanity. — Here  Mr. 
Wilberforce  was  called  to  order  by 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE,  who  obferved  that  there  was  no 
queftion  before  the  Houfe,  and  that  confequently  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  irregular  in  entering  then  into  a  difcuflion 
of  the  flave  trade :  the  irregularity,  he  faid,  was  the  more  ftrik- 
ing,  after  the  intimation  which  the  Houfe  had  not  long  fince. 
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given  of  its  opinion  on  this  fiibjecJl,  when  it  negatived  a  mo- 
tion for  going  into  a  Committee  on  that  trade  on  the  day  fpeci- 
fied  in  the  motion,  and  put  off  the  fitting  of  fiich  Committee 
to  that  day  fix  months ;  in  other  words,  after  the  Houfe  had 
podponedall  farther  confideration  of  the  biifinefs  for  the  prefent 
feflion. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  requefted  that  Mr.  WilberPTce  would 
be  fo  good  as  to  anfwer  him  one  queftion,  which  was,  whether 
in  cafe  he  (hould  defpair  of  carrying  the  meafure  of  abolition 
this  year,  he  would  bring  forward  fame  plan  for  regulating  the 
flave  trade,  as  long  as  Parliament  Ihould  think  proper  to  fuffer 
it  to  continue? 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  did  not  like  to  give  adireft 
anfwer  to  the  honourable  Member's  queftion,  becaufe,  were 
he  to  give  notice  of  any  plan  for  regulating  the  trade,  it  would 
be  confidered  as  a  proof  that  he  defpaired  of  the  abolition, 
when  in  reality  he  did  not  defpair  of  it,  but  entertained  hopes 
that  he  fliould  at  laft  be  fo  happy  as  to  effeft  it.  Could  he 
bringhimfelf  to  fear  that  thofe  hopes  were  ill  founded,  he  cer- 
tainly ihouId  be  glad  to  regulate  what  he  could  not  abolifli. — 
Here  the  Speaker  interfered,  as  there  was  no  motion  before  the 

Houfe. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  rending  of  the  bill,  for 

preventing  all  traitorous  intcrcourfe  and  correfpondence,  &c. 

with  France  during  the  prefent  war,  was  called  for,  and  the 

Speaker  having  put  the  quedion,  that  the  bill  (hould  be  then 

read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  CURWEN  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  had  already  troubled 

the  Houfe  on  this  fubjeft,  when  the  learned  gentleman  moved 

for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill :  he  could  not  help  rifing  again  to 

cxprefs  his  mod  hearty  difapprobation  of  a  meafure,  which  to 

him  appeared  to  be  unnecelfary  in  its  objeft,  ineffedual  in  its 

means  for  attaining  it,  anJopprefliveand  impolitic  in  many  of 

its  provifions.     To  prove  this  pofition  he  went  through  the 

fcveral  claufes,  and,  defcantcd  upon  them  as  he  proceeded. — 

The  firll  claufe  he  maintained  was  unnecelfary,    becaufe  the 

fupplying  of  the  King's  enemies  by  any  of  his  fubje<as  with 

naval  or  military  ftores,  came  within  the  4th  fedion  of  the 

25th  of  Edward  III.  and  as  it  was  already  treafonijy  one  law,, 

it  would  not  be  ncceflary  to  declare  it  to  be  fo  by  a  new  Statute. 
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The  fccond  claufe  for  preventing  any  fubjeft  of  His  Majefty 
from  purchafing  lands  in  France,  or  flock  in  the  French  funds, 
was  in  one  point  of  view,  abfurd,  and  in  another  dangerous, 
inftead  of  being  beneficial  to  England.     Never  could  it  have 
been  fo  prepoflerous  to  endeavour  to  prevent  an  Englifhtnan 
from  fpeculating  in  the  purchafe  of  French  lands  or  French 
flock,  at  a  time  when  his  own  country  afforded  him  every  fe- 
curity  for  his  property  that  human  wifdom  could  devife,  and 
•when  there  was  in  France  no  Government,  no  regard  for  pro- 
perty, and  no  fecurity  for  the  enjoyment  of  it :  under  fuch 
circumflances,  could  any  man  in  his  fenfes  think  of  laying  out 
his  money  in  France  rather  than  in  England  ?  What  occaflon 
therefore  could  there  be  for  prohibiting  what  was  never  likely 
td  happen?    The  "prohibition  could  not  do  any  good;  but  it 
might  be  produftivc  of  very  great  injury  to  this  country  ;  for 
no  doubt,  it  would  make  the  French  Convention  ena£l  a  law 
for  preventing  the  natives  of  France  from  placing  their  money 
in  our  funds,  a  law  which  would  be  the  more  prejudicial  to 
our  interefls,  as,  in  the  prefent  flate  of  affairs,  the  lefs  fecurity 
there  was  for  property  in  France,  the  more  the  monied  people 
there   would  feel  themfelves  difpofed  to  {flace  their  money  in 
our  funds  ;  and  therefore  the  prohibition  which  we  were  go- 
ing to  enaA  by  this  claufe  would  necefTarily  operate  againfl 
ourfelves,  and  in  favour  of  France,  as  the  confequence  of  this 
would  be,  to  prevent  the  French  capital  from  being  inveflcdin 
our  funds,  and  to  keep  it  at  home :  the  claufe  therefore  would 
fumifh  the  Convention  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
though  its  avowed  objedl  was  to  do  dircSly  the  reverfe.     The 
claufe  which  was  for  preventing  Britifh  fubjcSs  from  infuring 
French  fhips,    though  intended  to  operate  againfl   France, 
would  likewife  in  reality  prove  to  be  a  precaution  againfl  our 
own  profperity.     Infurance  was  a  trade,  and  a  gainful  one  too ; 
its  annual  profits  in  England  in  former  wars  was  eflimated  at 
ioo,oool.  and  he  believed  that  at  the  prefent  period  it  might  be 
fet  down  as  likely  to  produce  a  balance  to  this  country  of  at 
leafl  300,0001.  a  year.     In  fupport  of  his  opinion  that  it  would 
be  found  policy  to  fufFer  the  trade  of  infurance  to  be  carried  on 
during  the  war,  he  quoted  the  authority  of  Lord  Mansfield, 
fthen  Mr.  Murray)  who  had  firfl  declared  in  favour  of  that  po- 
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licy  in  the  year  1747  *  and  to  fliew  that  the  noble  and  leafned 
Lord  had  not  changed  his  mind  upon  that  fubjed^  he  cited  a 
cafe  which  was  tried  by  Lord  Mansfield  in  1784}  in  which  the 
noble  Judge  faid,  that  infurances  of  {hips  ought  to  be  encou- 
ragedy  as  they  promoted  fpeculation^  and  often  led  to  a  difco* 
very  of  the  views  of  the  enemy  in  the  time  of  war.  The  claufe 
for  preventing  any  of  His  Majefty's  fubjeAs  from  going  to 
France,  or  returning  home  during  the  war,  he  confidered  as  a 
violation  of  juftice ;  particularly  as  to  the  fecond  part  of  the 
daufe :  it  furely  muil  be  a  ftrange  doflrine  to  lay  down,  that 
merchants  for  inftance,  who  in  the  legal  purfuit  of  their  bufi* 
jicfs  might  have  been  obliged  to  go  to  France,  fhould  be  pre* 
vented  from  returning  home  to  their  own  country;  it  involved 
equally  the  innocent  and  the  guilty;  it  inveded  His  Majefty's 
Secretary  of  State  with  new  and  extraordinary  powers,  fuch  as 
are  not  at  prefent  intrufted  to  any  of  the  Judges ;  and  it  was  al- 
together a  meafure  which  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  at  all 
juftified  by  any  thing  lefs  than  complete  evidence,  that  there 
adually  exifted  a  great  and  violent  difaffedion  to  the  exifting 
Government  in  a  very  confiderable  number  of  perfons  in  this 
country.  Upon  the  whole,  as,  independent  of  other  objedions, 
he  could  neither  fee  the  neceflity  nor  the  policy  of  the  prefent 
bill,  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  oppofe  it. 

The  honourable  FREDERIC  NORTH  faid,  unimportant 
as  my  fentiments  muft  be  to  the  Houfe,  I  hope  that  I  (hall 
not  feem  to  force  them  irreverently  and  immodeftly  on  its  at- 
tention, if  I  rife  to  deliver  them,  for  the  fecond  time,  on  the 
prefent  queftion ;  for  when  I  lately  had  the  honour  of  addrefling 
myfelf  to  the  Chair,  the  novelty  of  my  fituation,  the  unex* 
peded  nature  of  the  queftion,  and,  above  all,  the  fear  of 
tranfgrefTmg  the  eftabliflied  rules  of  the  Houfe,  by  arguing  on 
the  propriety  of  adopting  a  meafure,  the  propriety  of  whofe 
difcuflion  was  the  only  fubjed  matter  of  debate,  did  not  allow 
me  to  give,  fo  fully  and  explicitly  as  I  intended,  the  reafons 
of  my  approbation  of  the  quedion  now  before  us.  That  ap- 
probation, I  am  happy  to  fay,  a  more  mature  confideration 
during  the  fubfequent  days,  enables  me  at  this  time  to  confirm  ; 

•  Vide  Mr.  Murray's  Speech  in  Debrctt's  Debates,  from  1743  to 
1774,  vol.  2,  p.  175' 
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and  I  own  myfelf  particularly  anxious  that  the  Hoiife  fliould 
agree  to  it,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  meafure  called  for  by  the 
exigence  of  our  fituation,  juftified  even  by  precedent,  as  far  as 
the  unexampled  nature  of  our  relative  fituation  with  our  enemy, 
and  the  unexampled  (late  and  mode  of  exiftence  of  that  enemy 
iifelf,  do  not  preclude  the  poflibility  of  precedent  ;  and  even  in 
thofe  indancesy  a  meafure  fo  perfectly  analogous  to  the  (Iridleil 
interpretation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  fo  confonant  to  the 
rules  of  the  founded  policy,  that  it  is  very  unpleafant  to  me  to 
perceive  the  very  refpeftable  quarter  from  which  it  is  likely  to 
meet  with  oppofition  ;  for  that  oppofition  I  njuft  confider  as 
the  final  extlndion  of  all  hopes  that  I  might  have  entertained 
of  any  poflible  political  co-operation  with  thofe  gentlemen, 
with  whom,  more  from  habitual  coincidence  of  political  fenti- 
ments,  than  from  any  pcrfonal  connexion,  I  had  hoped  to 
have  a£led  during  the  whole  courfe  of  my  public  duties.  It  is 
indeed  unneccflary,  I  feel  that  it  may  be  improper,  for  any 
Member  of  this  Houfe  fo  far  to  anti-date  his  political  exift-* 
ence,  as  to  declare  what  were,  or  what  were  not,  his  fcnti- 
ments,  before  he  had  any  parliamentary  right  to  make  the  de- 
claration. But  I  truft  the  Houfe  will  hear  me  with  indulgence  ; 
I  am  fure  that  a  very  refpeSable  part  of  it  ought  to  hear  me 
with  fatisfaftion,  when  I  declare  that  the  fentiments  with 
which  I  firft  entered  this  Houfe,  were  thofe  of  attachment  to 
that  great,  that  conditutional,  that  patriotic  party,  which, 
from  the  year  eighty- three  to  the  prefent  feilion  of  Parliament, 
has,  in  every  viciffitude  of  fortune,  in  Miniftry,  in  Oppofition^ 
in  popularity,  in  unpopularity,  has,  I  fay,  invariably  main- 
tained thofe  principles  on  which  I  now  zSt,  and  which  I  hope 
and  truft  1  (hall  carry  with  me  to  my  grave,  becaufe  I  hope 
and  truft  I  fliall  not  outlive  that  conftitution,  to  the  fupport  of 
which  they  are  particularly  adapted.  That  any  gentlemen  have 
deferted  them,  is  what  I  by  no  means  wifli  to  alTert ;  a  diffe- 
rent interpretation  of  thofe  principles  may  lead  them  into  a 
line  of  conduft  direflly  oppofite  to  mine.  I,  for  my  part,  en- 
tertain the  beft  opinion  ot  the  motives  by  which  they  are  adu- 
ated.  If  fufpiclons  of  a  contrary  nature  arc  gone  out  among 
the  people,  if  inlinuations  to  that  cfFeft  have  been  made  in  any 
place,  and  by  any  perfons,  all  fuch  fufpicions  I  difavow,  all 
^Mch  infinuations  I  reprobate  j  and  I  readily  give  them  the  fame 
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credit  for  their  good  intentions,  which  I  think  I  have  a  right 
to  exaft  for  my  own,  in  the  different  fyftem  which  I  purfue. 

That  we  may  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  prefent  queftion,  it 
is  neceffary  to  enter  fomewhat  fully  into  the  examination  of  the 
refources  of  our  enemy.     In  the  year  1789,  we  well  know  that 
the  annual  expenditure  of  France  confiderably  exceeded  her  an- 
nual income ;  fince  that  period,  her  income  has  diminiflied, 
and  her  expenditure  has  increafed  to  an  enormous  degree.  How 
has  the  deficit  been  fupplied  ?  By  loans  ?  No.     By  taxes  ?  No. 
It  has  been  fupplied  by  confifcation,  by  the  fale  of  confifcated 
land,  and  by  the  iflue  of  aflignats,  on  the  credit  of  tlieir  ven- 
dibility.    The  firft  confifcation  was  confiderable,  but  not  enor- 
mous ;  the  firtt  emiffion  of  paper  currency,  though  great,  was 
fuch  as  the  circulation  of  the  country  could  well  bear.     It  was 
moreover  not  entirely  an  economical  but  a  political  meafure  ; 
for  I  am  happy,  in  anfwer  to  gentlemen  who  will  not  allow 
that  the  purchafers  of  national  lands  muft  be  interefted   in  the 
profperity  of  the  exifting  French  Government,  to  oppofe  the 
authority  of  Mirabeau,  who,  on  the  firft  propofal  of  ifluing 
aifignats,  declared,  that  it  was  a  meafure  prejudicial,  indeed, 
to  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  country,  but  neceffary  in  the 
adual  circumftanccs,  as  it  would  attach  to   the  revolution  all 
thofe  perfons  who  might  find  themfelves  in  poffeilion  of  any 
quantity  of  the  paper  currency,  or  of  thofe  lands  which  would 
fcrve  for  its  fecurity.     Since  that  time,  that  operation  has  be- 
come habitual ;  the  lion  which  has  once  tafted  human  blood, 
will  not  eafily  allow  any   pafTengers  to  travel   near  his  den. — 
Every  revolution  has  been  followed  by  a  confifcation,  and  the 
deficit  of  every  month  has  been  covered  by  a  new  iffue  of  paper 
currency,  till  at  laft  the  enormous  quantity  of  that  paper  which 
has  inundated  the  realm,  has  effectually  driven  away  whatever 
capital  might  remain  in  a  country  where  neither  law,  order, 
commerce,  norinduftry  can  exift.     The  terms,' indeed,  offered 
by  the  nation  to  the  purchafers  of  confifcated  lands,  are  of  the 
moft  advantageous  nature  imaginable,  for  the  purchaie  money 
is  to  be  paid  by  inftalments  in  twelve  years.     Yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  on  the  tenth  of  laft  January,  the  National  Con- 
vention received  affurances  that  purchafers  were  not  to  be  found 
in  the  country.     To  what  then  muft  they  look  as  a  market  for 
their  only  commodity  ?  To  foreign  capital,  to  the  introdudlion 
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of  foreign  money  into  their  native  country^  by  holding  out 
great  apparent  profit  to  all  thofe  who  may  be  inclined  to  become* 
purchafers  of  their  land.  And  fhall  we,  in  a  ftate  of  war  with 
that  country,  not  endeavour  to  deprive  them  of  this  only  re- 
fource  ?  Do  we  not  know  that  the  greatnefs  of  the  premium 
offered  muft  depend  on  the  neceffity  of  the  party  which  offers 
the  premium ;  and  muft  we  not  make  the  extent  of  that  necef- 
fity of  our  enemy  ferve  as  the  rule  of  our  exertions  to  prevent 
them  from  fuppljing  that  neceffity  ?  We  did,  indeed,  hear  at 
the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  among  many  reafons  for  not  en- 
tering into  the  war,  one  of  peculiar  cogency,  and  urged  with 
peculiar  force :  "  Beware,**  faid  fome  honourable  gentlemen, 
**  how  you  engage  yourfelves  in  a  war  with  enemies  whom 
**  your  armies  cannot  reach,  nor  your  fleets  encounter."— 
Thofe  honourable  gentlemen,  however,  fince  the  war  has  hap- 
pened, declare  that  they  will  give  it  their  utmoft  fupport,  and 
how  ?  "  We  will  vote  armies,  we  will  vote  fupplies,  but  we 
*^  will  not  allow  any  precautions  to  be  taken  j  but  the  money 
"  which  is  to  raife  thofe  armies,  to  fit  out  thofe  navies,  to  fill 
*^  thofe  fupplies,  Ihouldbe  drained  off*  to  the  fupport  of  that 
''  enemy  which,  from  the  time  of  its  exiftence,  has  always 
**  thwarted  your  power,  and  oppofed  your  profperity  ;  which, 
''  from  the  time  of  its  revolution,  has  waged  a  more  dangerous 
'^  warfare  againft  thofe  principles  which  have  ferved  as  the 
^*  bafis  of  your  internal  happinefs  and  external  glory ;  againft 
"  that  happy  attachment  for  eftablifhed  ufage,  that  habitual  re- 
*'  verence  for  conftituted  authority,  which,  in  every  govern- 
"  ment  and  every  country,  forms  the  laft  analyfis  of  public 
**  force ;  and  which,  as  the  laft  mad  a£l  of  its  defperate  ba- 
''  tred,  has  declared  open  hoftility  againft  your  houfes  and, 
*^  your  altars  ;  has  declared  war  againft  your  King,  againft 
^'  your  King  in  his  perfon,  againft  your  King  in  his  autho- 
'^  rity  ;  a  helium  internadnum,  againft  that  conftitution  which 
**  has  eftabliftied  his  authority,  which  has  facrofanftified  his 
'*'  perfon^'*  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fj^oke  before 
me  (Mr.  Curwin)  has  particularly  dwelt  on  the  impolicy  of 
reftraining  the  liberty  of  infurance.  He  juftly  ftates,  that  in 
the  year  1747,  a  meafure  exaflly  like  that  propofed  in  thepre- 
fcnt  bill  was'  adopted  by  the  Legiflature,  contrary  to  the  opi- 
nion of  Lord  Mansfield,  who  was  then  Attorney  Gener^.  No 
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one  can  have  more  veneration  for  that  authority  than  I  have  ; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  muft  allow  me  to  remark,  that, 
with  the  fame  pr<ipriety  with  which  he  aflumes  the  precedent 
of  the  Attorney  General,  may  I  alfoaffume  that  of  the  Legif-  ^ 
lature.     He  ftates,  what  I  by  no  means  difpnte,  that  the  gain 
of  this  country  by  the  infurance  of  French  fhips,  during  that 
war,  was  annually  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  but  let  me 
obferve,  that  infurance  is  a  commercial  fpeculation,  like  every 
other,  and  fubjeft  to  the  fame  viciffitudes  and  rifles.     If,  there- 
fore, the  gain  to  the  country  was  fo  great  in  1747,  it  is  no  rea- 
fon  it  (hould  be  fo  in  1793.     Of  this  we  are  certain,  in  both 
inftances,  from  the  nature  of  that  fpeculation,- that  the  infurer 
muft  gain  by  the  efcape,  and  lofe  by  the  capture,  of  the  ene- 
my's Ihips  ;  and  of  courfe  be  much  more  intereftcd  in  the  ene- 
my's commerce  than  in  our  fuccefs.     I  am  no  lefs  an  enemy 
to  commercial  reftriftions  than  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  I 
think  that  thofe  which  are  laid  on  commerce,  for  commercial 
purpofes,  are  generally  unwife  and  burdenfome  ;  but  when  a 
commercial  reftriftion  is  propofed  for  a  political  purpofe, 
it  behooves  the    Legiflature  well    to  examine   whether  the 
probable  political   advantages    do    not   counterbalance    the 
probable  commercial  injury,  and  whether  the  evil  to  be  coun- 
teraded  by  the  propofed  regulation  be  not  of  a  nature  dan- 
gerous to  that  political  fuuation,  on  which  depends  the  very 
cxiftence  of  commerce  itfelf.     This  I  firmly  believe  to  be  the 
cafe  at  prefent,  and  moft  unequivocally  agree  to  the  expediency 
of  that  claufe.     Another  claufe,  of  a  more  obje£lionable  na- 
ture, has  been  much  commented  upon  by  the  honourable  gen- 
tlen>an  ;  I  mc£n  that  which  obliges  Britifh  fubjeils,  on  their 
return  to  England,  to  wait  at  the  port  where  they  land,  till 
they  obtain  a  paflport  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate;  a  claufe, 
which,  however  harfh,  I  believe  to  be  perfeftly  juftified  by 
the  exigency  of  the  cafe.     Perfons  now  abroad,  and  likely  to 
return  home  through  the  French  dominions,  are  cxpredly  ex- 
cepted from  the  operation  of  the  bill,  by  a  preceding  claufe ; 
perfons  refiding  now  in  France  for  commercial  purpofes,  can 
only  remain  there  by  an  ad  of  complaifance  in  ,the  French 
Government ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  probable  they  ihould  meet 
with  a  refufal  of  a  pafTport  from  any  Minifters  whatever.    But 
there  is  another  defcription  of  ^ntlemen  now  in  France^ 
Vol.  XXXV.  P 
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igainft  whom  I  cannot  help  thinking  ihe  ftridefl:  precautions 
Ticceflary  ;  I  mean  thofe  who  are  gone  thither  to  contemplate 
more  nearly  that  dreadful  convulfion  of  the  moral  world,  with 
whofe  effcfls  we  ftill  tremble,  from  whofe  (hock  we  are  ftill 
in  danger ;  that  their  return  to  this  country  (hould  be  danger- 
ous, it  is  no,  flander  on  the  people  to  fuppofe  ;  it  is  no  flander 
on  the  people  to  fufpeft  that  there  are  amongft  us  many  per* 
fons  liable  to  be  feduccd  by  their  communication.  I  will  not 
refer  you  to  the  opinion  of  Minifters ;  I  will  not  refer  you  to 
the  opinion  of  thofe  gentlemen  with  whom  it  is  my  boaft  more 
peculiarly  to  a£l;  I  wi'l  not  refer  you  to  the  opinion  of  the 
very  refpedable  Magiftrates  we  have  heard  in  the  Houfe,  or 
to  the  common  opinion  of  the  people ;  but  I  will  refer  you  to 
the  teftimony  of  an  honourable  gentleman  below  me,  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  for  the  ground  of  my  fufpicions :  that  gentlemany 
on  a  former  day,  when  he  moved  for  an  examination  into  the 
exigence  of  feditions»  did  inform  us,  that  there  had  been  a  fo« 
ciety  in  London,  in  which  twenty  unlettered  tradefmen  had 
been  feduced  by  the  rhetoric  of  a  learned  (hoe-maker  to  imbide 
pernicious  principles,  and  tofeal  their  converfton  by  a  letter  to 
the  French  Convention.  Have  we  any  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
fociety  to  be  the  only  one  of  the  fame  nature  ;  5r  rather,  that  « 
fimilar  concretion  was  not  forming  round  the  learned  ihoema^r 
ker  of  every  village  ?  With  that  fufpicion,  I  (hould  betray  my 
duty  to  the  people,  did  I  not  endeavour  to  prevent  the  return  of 
that  danger  ;  befides,  from  what  we  lately  heard  from  a  learn* 
ed  gentleman  (Mr.  Er(kine)  we  maybe  entitled  to  fuppofe  this 
bill  to  be  an  a6l  of  lenity,  rather  than  har(hnefs,  even  towards 
thofe  perfons  to  whom  I  have  alluded.  The  learned  gentler- 
man  did  then  inform  us,  that  any  fubjed  of  His  Majefty,  hav- 
ing uttered  treafonable  cxprcflions  in  a  foreign  country,  an4 
returning  afterwards  within  the  i^tt^kuy^  may  be  indi£led  for 
high  treafon  ;  and  he  inftanced  the  cafe  of  Croghan,  who, 
having  faid  certain  words  againfl  the  life  of  King  William,  in 
France,  was  condemned  for  them  on  his  return  to  England  ; 
his  return  being  confidered  as  an  overt  a£l  of  his  declared  trea- 
fonable  intentions.  Now,  Sir^p  I  do  fincerely  believe,  that 
few  of  the  gentlemen  in  France  have  an  idea  of  the  force  of  that 
law,  and  that  moil  of  them  have  unwittingly  incurred  the  pe- 
i»lties  of  high  treafon,  by  exprei&ons  as  public  as  thofe  o 
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Croghan,  and  as  incompatible  with  the  fufienmce  of  any  exift- 
ing  Government.  For  what  have  been  th^expreffions  of  every 
addrefs  to  the  National  Convention  ?  What  could  have  been 
die  expreflions  of  the  zGt  which  merited  to  the  Englifhmen  who 
preiented  it,  the  fraternal  title  o{  Generous  Republicans  f  NoWf 
Sir,  the  gentlemen  who  have  made  ufe  of  fuch  expreflions^ 
wouldy  I  (hould  think  9  in  their  return  to  their  native  country^ 
prefer  depending  on  the  Secretary  of  State  for  a  paflport,  to  the 
being  fervedy  on  their  arrival,  with  an  indidment  for  high 
treaibn.  The  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Curwin)  in  allu* 
fion  to  what  fell  from  a  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State» 
(Mr.  Dundas)  on  a  former  day,  fays,  and  fays  truly,  that  he 
does  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to  aflFord  His  Majedy's  Minifters 
the  fupport  which  they  may  think  it  right  to  require  of  him.— * 
I,  no  more  than  the  honourable  ^ntleman,  make  the  opinion 
of  that  right  honourable  Secretary  the  meafure  of  my  fupport^ 
(notwithflanding  the  refpedl  I  have  for  his  perfon,  and  the  de- 
ference I  Ihould  pay  to  his  opinion  on  every  other  fubje£t ;)  I 
do  not  know  what  degree  of  fupport  any  Minifter  may  require ; 
but  I  well  know  the  extent  of  that  fupport  which,  as  a  faithful 
fervant  of  the  People,  I  am  called  upon  to  give  them  ;  and  ac- 
cording to  that  opinion,  it  is  my  intention  to  a6l;.  Some  other 
daufes  have  been  objeAed  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  iii 
which  I  (hould  endeavour  to  follow  him,  did  not  the  great  con- 
fiifion  which  I  feel  in  occupying  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
and  my  fear  of  having  already  trefpafled  too  long  on  its  indul- 
gence, oblige  me,  however  abruptly,  to  retire  again  to  my 
feat. 

Major  MAITLAND  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled  the 
Houie  with  any  obfervations  on  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bill, 
becaufe  fuch  as  he  had  to  offer  would  be  brought  fcMCWard  more 
properly  when  the  different  claufes  fhould  come  to  be  debated 
in  the  Committee ;  but  as  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  had  thcnight  proper  to  obferve  that  ftubborn  filence, 
which  they  almoft  uniformly  did  on  every  important  queftion, 
he  found  himfelf  induced  to  fay  a  few  words  at  prefent.  As 
to  the  fubjed  of  the  extenfson  of  the  law  of  treafons,  he  would 
lay  nothing  upon  it,  as  he  did  not  pretend  to  underftand  it  fuf- 
ficiently.  One  great  and  avowed  purpofe  of  the  prefent  bill  he 
underfiood  to  be,  to  prevent  the  capital  of  this  country  from 

P  ^ 
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being  carri^  to  France;  he  would  beg  leave  to  aik  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (the  Attorney  General,)  whether  he  meant 
to  include,  under  the  regulations  of  the  bill  againft  purchafing 
in  the  French  funds,  fuch  natives  of  France,  as  are  refident  in 
this  country  under  the  alien  bill?  Or,  whether  he  meant  thefc 
regulations  to  extend  to  Britifh  fubjedls  who  have  at  prcfcnt 
property  in  the  French  funds,  and  who  cannot  bring  the  intc- 
refts  arifing  therefrom  into  this  country,  except  at  a  lofs  of  6a 
per  cent,  fo  as  to  prevent  them  from  applying  thefc  interefts  iu 
purchafing  in  the  funds  of  France  ?  With  refpedl  to  the  claufe  al- 
together, it  was  indeed  prepofterous  to  fuppofc,  that  Englifli- 
*nacn  having  here  the  bed  and  moft  permanent  fecurity  for  their 
money,  (houUI  fend  their  capital  to  France,  where  they  could 
have  no  fecurity  at  all ;  it  was  alfo  moft  impolitic,  bccaufe  the 
French  would  undoubtedly  wilh  to  fend  their  capital  here;  but 
if  fuch  a  regulation  as  this  is  adopted  by  us,  it  might  well  be 
fuppofed,  thac  France  would  do  the  fame;  and  befides,  we 
fhould  be  doing  the  Government  of  France  the  moft  material 
fervice  by  forcing  Frenchmen  to  employ  their  money  in  their 
own  funds.  He  would  not,  he  faid,  follow  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  in  his  argument  as  to  the  reftridions 
impofed  on  Britifli  fubje£ls  returning  to  this  country,  becaufe> 
if  thataigument  were  well  founded,  it  would  go  entirely  againft 
the  reafon  of  this  bill,  which  would  then  operate  as  a  mitiga- 
tion rather  than  as  an  extenfion  of  the  prcfent  law.  He  de- 
clared that  the  whole  bill,  one  fmgle  claufe  excepted,  appeared 
to  him  highly  objectionable,  and  unfit  to  pafs  into  a  law ;  the 
claufe  which  he  wiflied  to  fpare,  was  that  which  provided  that 
the  Houfe  (hould  not  be  reftrained  by  its  forms  from  repealing 
or  altering  the  bill  during  the  prefent  feilion,  in  cafe  it  (hould 
judge  it  expedient  to  do  either.  He  concluded  with  highly  dif- 
approvingof  the  bill,  and  again  putting  prccifely  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  the  two  queftions  which  he  had  ftated  at  the  be^ 
ginning  of  his  fpeech  :  With  refpe£l  to  French  aliens  refident 
here,  and  to  Britifli  fubje^  having  at  prefent  property  in 
the  French  funds. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  as  to  the  firft 
queftion  he  would  anfwer  in  the  affirmative ;  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  fubjeft  of  the  fecond  queftion  mij^  deferve  to 
b^  confidered  in  the  Conunittce. 
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The  queftion  for  the  fccond  reading  of  the  bill  was  then 
puty  and  carried  without  a  divifion;  and,  it  having  been  read 
a  /econd  tiiney  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved,  that  It  (hould  be 
committed  to-morrow.     Upon  which 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  had  hoped  that  Minifters  would  not  ag- 
gravate the  violence  of  the  fubftance  of  the  prefent  bill,  by  the 
violence  of  the  mode  in  which  they  meant  to  carry  it  through, 
A  bill  of  the  higheft  magnitude  and  importance,  attacking  the 
fundamental  liberty  of  this  country,  is  moved  'to  be  committed 
on  the  very  day  after  it  has  been  read  a  fecond  time  ;  and  what 
purpofe  can  fuch  fhameful  precipitation  anfwer  ?  It  is  impof- 
iible  that  the  bill  can  pafs  before  the  recefs,  for  it  cannot  be 
ready  to  be  carried  to  the  Lords  fobncr  than  Wednefday.  Some 
gentlemen  feemed  to  have  one  opinion,  and  fome  another  on 
the  different  claufes :  for  his  part,  he  objefted  to  the  whole  of 
It,  as  being,  in  all  its  provifions,  either  inefFeclual,  impolitic, 
or  tyrannical.  On  fuch  a  fubjeft,  there  ought  to  be  a  full  at- 
tendance in  the  Committee,  which  he  would  wifli  poftponed 
only  till  Monday  or  Tuefday,  as  it  was  highly  neceifary  that 
gentlemen  fliould  have  time  deliberately  to  confider  the  fub- 
jefl;  he  would  fairly  own  that  he  wilhed  alfo  the  Public  to 
know  fully  the  nature  of  it,  and  he  had  heard  that  it  is  a  raea- 
fure  which  the  Public  highly  difapprove  of.  As  to  the  claufe 
leftricling  the  return  of  Britifli  fubjeds  to  the  country,  it  was 
a  meafure  of  fuch  unexampled  violence  to  every  principle  of  li- 
beny,  that  in  his  opinion  nothing  could  juilify  it ;  it  was  indeed 
of  fuch  high  importance,  of  fuch  magnitude,  and  attended 
with  fuch  degradation  to  the  fubjeds  of  this  coufitry,  as  re- 
quired the  mod  ferious  and  deliberate  difcuflion.  An  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  North)  had  faid  that  patfports  would  not 
berefufed;  but  does  that  honourable  gentleman  think  be  would 
chufe  to  condefcend  to  afk  leave  of  a  Minifter  to  return  to  his 
native  country?  To  afk  as  a  favour  what  ought  to  be  a'  matter 
of  right?  Befides,  the  granting  or  refuting  depends  entirely 
on  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  without  any  refponfibility, 
.or  any  obligation  whatever,  to  give  a  reafon  for  his  refufal, 
which  may  at  aU  events  proceed  upon  fecret  and  private,  and 
4)erhaps  (according  to  a  modern  fyftem)  upon  anonymous  infor-, 
mation.    Mr.  Fox  concluded  with  expreffing  his  hope,  that 
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the  very  (hort  and  necefl&ry  delay  which  he  propofed  would  be 
acquiefced  in. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  theoppofition  t6the  motion  of 
his  learned  friend  did  not  go  to  the  queftion  whether  the  bill 
now  before  the  Houfe  (hould  or  (hould  not  pafs  into  a  law, 
but  whether  it  ihould  be  inveftigated  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  and  to  pafs  through  that  Houfe  before  the  holi- 
diys;  and  for  the  delay  propofed>  the  arguments  appeared  to 
him  to  be  curious.    The  queftion  for  the  Houfe  now  was, 
whether  thofe  who  thought  this  bill,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  defcribe  it,  either  ineffedual, 
impolitic,  or  tyrannical,   were  at  this  time  prepared  to  give 
their  fentiments  upon  it;   he,  for  his  part,  thought  that  no 
delay  was  neceflary  for  that  purpofe ;  for  furely,  gentlemen 
who  were  pleafed  to  fpeak  their  fentiments  fo  decifively, 
wanted  no  time  to  make  up  their  minds,  unlefs  the  Houfe 
were  inclined  to  adopt  the  ingenious  and  epigrammatical  mode 
of  alteration  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  faid,  that 
the  only  good  thing  he  thought  could  be  found  in  the  bill  was 
the  claufe,   which  enabled  Parliament  to  revife,  alter,   and 
amend  the  bill  in  the  prefent  feilion.     Now,  what  fort  of  a 
bill  that  was  to  be,  which  had  the  whole  of  its  provifions  ex« 
punged,  he  (hould  not  attempt  to  explain.     If  indeed  there 
was  any  ferious  objedlion  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  how  were 
gentlemen  who  pretended  to  have  fuch  obje£lion,  to  account 
for  their  condu£t  this  night,  after  having  fufiered  the  queftion 
for  the  fecond  reading  to  pafs  nem.  con.     [Here  there  was  a 
cry  of  No !    No ! J    He  proceeded  and  faid,  he  certainly  did 
Bot  hear  any  perfon  objeft  to  the  queftion ;  but  furely  they  who 
pretended  to  oppofe  the  bill,  either  thought  it  was  not  fuch  as 
ought  to  be  farther  difcufied  upon  the  general  principle  and 
merits — or  that  they  muft  think  that  their  su-gumcnts  were  fuch 
as  had  been  already  urged,  and  that  it  was  needlefs  to  repeat 
them,  for  that  the  Houfe  had  already  affented  to  the  generate 
principle  of  the  bill,  by  the  fandion  given  to  the  fecond  read- 
ing.   The  principle  being  thus  difpofed  of,  the  queftion  thea 
was,  whether  there  were  any  claufes  in  the  bill  which  couM 
Hot  be  dilculTed  in  the  Committee  to-morrow,  and  whether 
gentlemen  were  not  prepared  for  that  purpofe.    The  ri^^t  ho- 
'  nourablf    gentleman  faid,  that  all  the  claufes  were  either  inef- 
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fedual,  impolitic^  or  tyrannical.  If  he  knew  that  to  be  the 
cbara&er  of  them,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  his  proving 
that  in  a  Committee  to-morrow,  as  well  as  on  Tuefday.  Ih-i- 
decdhe  £aw  no  reafon  for  delay ;  in  the  courfe  of  this  meafure 
Aere  had  been  ample  time  given  to  confider  it.  His  learned 
friend  had  given  notice  of  his  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill,  poftponed  it,  and,  on  the  day  he  brought  forward  the 
motion,  he  had  ably  opened  the  general  provifions  of  the  bill^ 
on  which  there  was  confiderable  difcufEon,  and  many  objec-* 
tions  darted,  which,  in  his  opinion,  were  fairly  and  fully 
anfwered.  The  bill  had  for  its  object  provifions  upon  general 
points.  [Here  he  repeated  the  fubftance  of  the  bill  under  diftin£fc 
heads.]  The  objeftions  were  general,  and  the  leading  one,  in 
a  conftitutional  point  of  view,  was,  that  it  added  to  the  offences 
already  declared  to  be  treafon,  at  a  time  when  there  was  not 
any  reafon  to  apprehend  any  danger  to  this  country ;  that  it 
was  not  brought  forward  under  any  circumflances  which  re* 
quired  any  extraordinary  exertion.  He  differed  entirely  upoii 
that  point,  and  it  was  in  confequence  of  that  difference  he 
thou^t  it  was  neceffary  to  amend  the  law  of  treafon.  There 
often  had  been  mentioned  two  clafles  of  men,  who  were  fup« 
pofed  to  have  oppofite  principles — Whigs  and  Tories*  There 
often  had  been  thofe  who  called  themfelves  Whigs,  but  who 
in  principles  were  Tories,  and  afterwards  proved  to  be  fuch. 
He  knew  how  often  it  had  happened  that  Tories  had  availed 
themfidves  of  the  popularity  of  the  chara6ler  of  Whig,  and  had 
therefore  affumed  the  title  and  language  without  the  principles. 
But  without  regarding  names,  when  meafures  ought  alone  to 
decide,  he  would  fay,  that  thofe  great  men  who  had  eflefted 
the  revolution  of  1688,  and  thereby  afferted  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  fubjefl,  could  not  be  deemed  enemies  to  what 
diey  had  thus  nobly  and  firmly  afferted  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives;  and  yet  thofe  men  had  laid  down  a  precedent,  which  the 
prefent  bill  followed  only  at  a  diflance,  and  was  very  far  from 
equalling  in  point  of  feverity.  The  claufe  againfl  fupplying 
the  fleets  or  armies  of  France  with  naval, or  military  flores  was 
allowed  to  be  law  already  \  it  was  therefore  neither  new  nor 
tyrannical ;  but  rather  a  humane  warning  to  perfbns,  to  put 
tbcm  on  their  guard  againfl  ads  which  might  bring  upon  thent 
the  penalties  of  high  treafon.  It  might  be  doubtful  whedi^r 
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the  claufc  for  preventing  Britiih  fubje£ks  from  fupplying  indi- 
viduals in  France  with  naval  or  military  (lores,  was,  or  was 
not,  law  already ;  but  furely  it  was  humane,  not  cruel,  to  re- 
move the  doubt,  and  prevent  men  from  being  enfnared  by  the 
ambiguity  of  an  old  ftatute.  As  to  the  claufes  for  preventing 
the  infurance  of  French  (hips,  arid  the  purchafe  of  lands  or 
ftock  in  France  by  Briti(h  fubjefts,  he  would  not  fay  anything 
upon  them,  as  they  would  probably  be  amply  difcufled  in  the 
Committee ;  and  he  did  not  mean  to  anticipate  the  debate  to 
which  they  might  give  rife;  but  he  thought  that  he  might 
without  impropriety  make  this  (hort  obfervation  upon  them, 
that  they  were  fo  plain  and  fimplc  in  their  nature,  that  gentle- 
men could  not  (land  in  need  of  five  days  delay  to  make  them- 
felves  mafters  of  their  meaning.  Theclaufe  which  feemed  to 
have  given  the  right  honourable  gentleman  the  greateft  offence, 
and  probably  on  account  of  which  he  had  angrily  bedowed  the 
epithet  tyrannical  on  the  whole  bill,  was  that  which  made  it 
neccfllary  that  Britifh  fubjefts  returning  to  England  from 
France  (hould  provide  thcmfelves  with  a  paflport  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State.  Thisclaufe  was  novel  only  from  itsmildnefs; 
for  in  the  aft  of  King  William,  pa(red  in  the  bed  of  times^ 
and  by  the  mod  declared  and  bed  known  friends  of  the  Condi* 
ttttfon,  it  was  made  infinitely  more  penal  in  a  natural-born 
fubjeft  of  the  King  to  return  from  France  to  England  without 
leave.  The  then  circumdances  of  the  times  judified  the  ri- 
gour of  the  aft  of  William  ;  and  the  prefent  date  and  principles 
of  France  would  warrant  a  much  dronger  meafure  than  that 
M'hich  was  to  be  enafted  by  the  claufe  in  quedion.  Every 
part  of  the  bill  was  fimple,  very  little  of  it  was  new,  and  there- 
fovc  gentlemen  could  have  no  occafion  for  a  delay  till  Tuefday 
to  prepare  themfelves  for  a  difcuflion  of  it.  Thofe  who  thought 
It  incfFeftual,  itnpolitic,  and  tyrannical,  could  difcufs  it  that 
moment,  or  vote  for  its  rejeftion. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  never  undcrdood  that  to  be  carrying 
a  queftion  nemine  contradicente^  when  fcveral  gentlemen  had 
faid  no  to  it.  It  was  a  new  fa(hion  of  confidering,  that  a  gen- 
tleman can  have  no  objeftion  whatever  to  airy  part  of  a  mea- 
fure, if  he  did  not  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  by  a  divjfion. 
His  fentiments  were  already  known  upon  this  bill,  and  th« 
re^fon  why  he  did  not  call  for  a  divifion  upon  the  queftion 
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upon  the  fecond  reading  was,  that  he  underftood  many  gentle- 
men who  approved  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  objeft  to  many 
of  the  claufeSi  and  that  a  divifion  upon  the  fecond  reading 
wolfU  produce  no  good  efFeil,  but  that  fomething  might  be 
done  in  the  Committee.  The  reafon  why  he  wiQied  for  the 
delay  until  Tuefday  was  not  fo  much  for  himfelf  (for  he  was 
ready  to  debate  it  now,)  as  to  aflpord  an  opportunity  of  acquir- 
ing fome  information  how  a  bill  of  fuch  immenfe  importance 
to  the  rights  of  Englifhmen,  was  thought  of  out  of  the  doors 
of  that  Houfe. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  denied  that  the  bill  was,  . 
in  the  flighted  degree,  inefFcftual,  impolitic  or  tyrannical.  He 
jfelt  himfelf  included  among  thofc  who  were  cenfurcd,  as  hav- 
ing favoured  provifions  t)iat  were  inimical  to  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty;  but  he  trufted  that  if  fuch  had  been  his  conduft, 
the  gentlemen  by  whom  he  was  fupported  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  would  have  configned  him  to  that  fentencc  of  felf-con- 
demnation  which  he  (hould  fo  amply  have  deferved.  He  could 
not  think  that  the  bill  was  tyrannical,  becaufe  it  impofed  fome 
reftraint  on  the  conduft  of  thofe  fubjefts  who  might  return 
from  France ;  for  if  it  fliould  appear  that  fuch  reftraint  was 
unncccflary,  the  perfons  concerned  had  power  to  apply  to  the 
neighbouring  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  His  Majefty's  Judges,  or 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  their  own  behalf.  With  regard  to 
the  popularity  of  the  bill,  gentlemen,  could  only  judge  from 
the  fentiments  of  thefe  perfons  without  doors,  with  whom  they 
had  been  in  the  habits  of  familiar  intercourfe ;  and  if  he  might 
judge  from  what  he  had  heard,  the  bill  certainly  was  by  no 
means  unpopular.  He  was  as  little  inclined,  the  Attorney 
General  faid,  to  believe  that  the  bill  would  prove  impolitic 
and  inefft£lual,  as  that  the  Public  would  confider  any  of  its 
provifions  tyrannical.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  claufe  pro- 
hibiting th^  purchafe  of  lands  in  France,  was  a  wild  one ;  but 
that  f>wJi  a  claufe  had  been  highly  neceflary.he  was  conftrained 
to  believe  from  the  fadl  which  had  come  under  his  own  know- 
ledge, of  a  land-furveyor  having  written  a  letter  to  a  gentleman 
to  excufc  his  attendance  on  particular  bufmefs,  as  he  was  en- 
gaged to  go  over  to  France  to  look  to  fome  lots  of  land  elli- 
Biated  at  6o,oooI.  which  were  abfolutely  on  (ale.  If  the  Na- 
tional Convention  had  didindlly  confefled  that  the  means  of 
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carrying  on  the  war  were  to  arife  from  the  fale  of  lands,  furely 
9  claufe  which  prevented  Englifhmen  from  parting  with  their 
money  on  the  fecurity  of  fuch  lands,  was  a  deprivation  to 
France  of  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war.  As  to  the  charge 
which  had  been  thrown  on  Government  of  having  libelled  the 
people  of  this  country,  by  the  implications  in  which  they  had 
involved  them  by  the  terms  of  the  prefentbill,  he  had  flattered 
himfclf  that  that  fubjcft  had  been  dropped  long  fmce.  It  had 
been  faid  at  the  beginning  of  the  felTion  that  the  loyalty  of  the 
people  of  England  was  libelled  by  the  preparations  of  Govern- 
ment, and  he  did  not  imagine  that  the  charge  would  have  been 
renewed  on  the  prefcnt  occafion.  It  was  a  fa£l  that  the  moft 
dangerous  doftrines  had  gone  forth ;  doSrines,  the  operation 
of  which  could  not  be  checked  but  by  declaring  them  liable  to 
the  penalties  pf  treafon.  In  former  times,  at  the  period  of 
the  revolution,  the  doArine  that  the  King,  Lords  and  Com- 
mons could  not  regulate  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown  had  been 
declared  to  be  treafon,  and  were  not  the  fame  or  more  dange- 
rous doctrines  held  out  at  this  moment  ?  The  meafures  which 
Government  had  adopted  had  met  the  approbation  of  nine 
tenths  of  the  people  without  doors,  and  of  a  confiderable  ma- 
jority in  that  Houfe;  and,  when  thoj:  meafures  had  been  diC- 
approved,  the  gentlemen  who  difapproved  then>  had  been  the 
only  libellers ;  they  had  been  the  libellers  of  the  majority  both 
of  that  Houfe  and  of  the  people  without  doors.  The  Attorney 
General  next  contended  that  the  claufe  prohibiting  infurance, 
was  neither  impolitic  nor  inefFcdual.  It  might  be  afked> 
fincemany  of  the  fafts  fpccified  in  the  bill  were  treafonable  by 
the  Statute  of  Edward  III.  why  make  them  fo  again?  To 
this  queftion  he  fliould  only  reply,  that  the  repetition  had  not 
been  made  without  the  fanftion  of  many  examples  on  fimilar 
occafions.  One  reafon,  indeed,  why  he  thought  that  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  bill  fhould  not  be  delayed,  was,  that  much  the 
greater  part  of  the  declaration  of  the  bill  had  been  fpccified  as 
high  treafon  already,  and  fubjcft  to  fevere  penalties;  which 
penalties  were  ftill  capable  of  being  enforced,  previous  to  the 
paffing  of  the  prefent  bill. 

Mr.  ALDERMAN. ANDERSON  declared  it  to  be  his 
opinion,  that  the  prefent  bill  ought  to  pafs  with  all  poflible  ex- 
pedition.   He  profefled  his  confidence  in  the  vigilance  of  ad- 
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miniifaatlony  and  of  our  naval  commanders  which  had  already 
been  Dianifefted  by  our  capture  of  fo  many  French  vcflels,  and 
was  convinced,  that,  whatever  exception  might  be  made  to 
fomc  of  the  claufes  of  the  bill,  no  property  belonging  to  the 
French  ought  to  be  infured  in  this  country. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  joined  the  worthy  Magiftrate 
who  fpoke  laft,  in  hoping  that  by  vigorous  exertion  on  our  part 
the  war  would  be  brought  to  a  happy  termination ;  he  hoped 
alfo,  that  our  fhips  may  be  out  of  danger,  and  he  trufted  he 
might  fafely  place  confidence  in  His  Majefty's  Minifters ;  that 
by  their  exertions  they  would^foon  convince  us,  that  the  ru- 
mour gone  abroad  lately,  that  we  were  not  able  to  attack  Ihips 
under  the  French  flag,  was  unfounded ;  he  trufted,  that  what- 
ever might  be  thefe  rumours,  the  worthy  Magiftrate  would  not 
be  found  to  have  been  too  fanguine  upon  that  fubjedl.  Mr. 
Sheridan  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  follow  the  learned  gentleman 
tbrough  all  his  obfervations  to-night,  upon  the  queftion  now 
before  the  Houfe,  for  the  learned  gentleman  feemed  to  him  to 
'  have  forgotten  the  queftion  entirely ;  had  he  been  either  a  little 
more  flow  or  more  alert  in  his  thoughts,  he  might  perhaps 
have  met  the  fubjeS  of  debate,  and  have  argued  upon  it. — 
The  queftion  was,  whether  upon  the  difcuflion  of  this  impor- 
tant bilj,  the  fhort  fpace  between  this  and  Tuefday  next, 
ihould  be  allowed  to  endeavour  to  underftand  the  claufes  of  the 
bill.  The  learned  gentleman  of  courfe  having  ftudicd  the  fub- 
jed,  muft  underftand  it  perfeftly ;  but  he  had  not  faid  one 
word  why  other  gentlemen,  in  order  to  underftand  it  alfo, 
ihould  not  have  time,  as  well  as  himfelf.  Upon  the  former 
flage  of  this  bill,  the  learned  gentleman  faid  nothing  prefling 
upon  the  point  of  time ;  indeed  nobody  could  fuppofe  that 
much  expedition  was  thought  of  upon  the  fubjeft ;  for  war 
had  been  declared  againft  us  long  before  any  notice  was  given 
of  any  intention  of  bringing  in  this  bill.  There  was  another 
reafon  for  fome  delays  and  one  which  had  been  prefled  a  good 
deal  by  the  learned  gentleman  himfelf  when  he  opened  the  bill ; 
he  meant  the  afliftance  of  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  particu- 
larly that  of  a  learned  and  moft  able  Member  of  that  Houfe, 
and  ornament  of  his  profeflion  (Mr.  £rflcine,j-that  afliftance 
could  not  be  had,  if  the  Houfe  went  into  the  Commiuee  to- 
aiorrow.    As  to  the  bill  being  in  fome  parts  of  it  tyrannicali 
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Mr.  Sheridan  obfervcd,  that  part  of  the  fubjeA  had  not  been 
fairly  treated  by  the  advocates  for  the  bill ;  they  faid  there  was 
no  evil  in  it  for  vs^hich  there  was  not  a  remedy.     If  a  man 
came  from  France,  and  was  taken  into  cuftody  for  not  com* 
plying  with  certain  capricious  dlHinflions,  he  might  apply  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  be  difcharged,  and  he  fhould  have  his' 
liberty.     How?    If  the  Secretary  of  State  pleafed,    but  not 
otherwife.     Could  any  thing  be  more  tyrannical  than  fuch  a 
meafure  ?    As  to  the  libel  on  the  people  of  England,  that  they 
were  many  of  them  difpofed  to  fedition,  that  the  prefent  times 
are  full  of  danger,  and  that  the  bill  in  quellion  is  only  a  miti-* 
gation  of  the  law  of  treafon  as  formed  by  the  founders  of  the. 
revolution,    there  was  the  moft  grofs  mifapplication — at  the 
time  when  the  alterations  were  made  in  the  aft  of  Kr  Edward 
III.  and  quoted  as  a  fpecimen,  there  was  indeed  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend fedition  and  rebellion ;  that  was  a  law  in  confequence 
of  the  petition  of  the  people  praying  for  it,  and  it  was  carried 
againft  the  influence  and  in  dircdl  hoftility  to  the  Crown.    In- 
deed, Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  it  was  matter  of  aftonifhment  to  him, 
that  gentlemen  could  fhew  their  faces  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  tell  them  gravely,  that  there  is  treafon  and  fedi- 
tion in  this  country ;  and  that  there  are  the  fame  reafons  at 
this  day  for  the  bill  in  queftion,  as  there  was  at  the  time  of  the 
revolution;    that  the  prefent  moment  required  the  fame  re-» 
flraints,  as  when  there  was  a  plot  againft  the  fafety  of  the 
State  ;  that  the  people,  when  they  were  quiet,  muft  fubmit  to 
be  treated  as  traitors ;  and  that  at  this  hour,  the  fame  rigour 
in  principle  was  to  be  obferved.     Men  were  brought  daily  to 
the  block,  when  there  was  a  plot  for  the  aflaflination  of  King 
William.     To  lay  that  thcfe  were  times  ftill  more  dangerous  j 
upon  his  honour,  he  was  aftoniflied  at  the  effrontery  of  fuch 
obfervations.   He  was  fure  the  charge  of  fedition  on  the  people 
of  this  country,  was  a  foul  calumny  upon  them.     Let  the  At- 
torney General  produce  his  proofs.     Let  him  tell  that  Houfc 
that  he  would  take  up  one  man  in  the  kingdom  for  treafoiu 
Let  him  name  one  man  whom  he  fufpefted.     Let  him  charge 
one  man  with  a  feditious  view.     But  whenever  thefe  queftions 
were  aflted,  inftead  of  fliewing  the  cxiftence  of  die  evil.  Mi- 
nifters  contented  themfelves  with  producing  a  remedy.      Did 
we  afk  for  proof  of  fedition  i    Look  at  the  Alien  bill> .  was  the 
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aHTHrer.     They  proved  the  diftemper,  by  infiftlngon  providing 
a  remedy.     Like  a  phyfician  faying  to  a  perfon  who  knew  him- 
fclf  to  be  well,    "  You  want  phyfic ;"    or,    "  You  muft  be 
"  bled  to-day/'    If  the  anfwer  is,  ,"  I  am  well,    I  do  not 
"  want  your  affiftance ;"  then  the  Doflor  would  affcft  a  refo- 
lute  tone,  and  infift  on  bleeding  his  patient  to-day :  and  if  he 
did  not  then  find  himfelf  ill,  to  put  him  in  a  ftrait  waiftcoat  to- 
morrow.    With   refpeft  to  what  the  right   honourable  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  faid  upon  Whigs  and  To- 
nes, Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  doubt  his  fkill.     He  did  not  know 
any  perfon  fo  well  fituated  to  prove  that  a  man  may  afF«£b  to 
be  a  Whig,  and  be  a  Tory  in  his  heart :  he  did  not  know  a 
man  who  had  greater  reafon  to  feel  what  he  faid  upon  that  fub- 
jcft,  or  to  underftand  it  better.     However,  he  believed  that  if 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant  any  thing  by  what  he 
faid  on  that  fubjeft,  he  meant  to  convey  a  fentiment,  and  efta- 
biifli  a  doftrine,  the  moft  pernicious  of  all  to  public  liberty  — 
that  public  profeffion  of  principle  is  altogether  a  piece- of  dclu- 
fion  upon  the  "people  of  this  country.     This  was  done  by  the 
Minifter  with  a  view  of  bringing  all  public  fpirit  into  con- 
tempt, to  deftroy  all  diftin£lion  between  the  friends  of  free- 
dom and  the  friends  of  defpotifm,  and  to  build  his  own  power 
upon  the  ruin  of  both  :  but,  whatever  he  might  think,  there 
was  too  much  good  fenfe  in  the  people  of  this  country  to  be 
impofed  on  by  fuch  ftale  attempts  ;  they  began  to  fee  the  dif- 
ference between  their  friends  and  thofe  who  wifhed  to  deceive 
them.     Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  faying,  he  had  no  doubt 
but  that  Minifters  began  to  feci  that  the  (lory  of  feditions,  and 
all  the  trade  of  the  alarmifts,  began  to  flag,  and  therefore  this 
bill  was  brought  in  to  revive  the  dclufion  ;  but  the  people 
might  be  fai3  to  be  like  thofe  who  are  fworn  at  Highgate  — 
they  never  would  take  any  counterfeit  while  they  could  have 
the  reality. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained,  that  he  did  not  allude  to 
the  number  of  diflatisfied  or  feditious  perfons  in  this  coimtry 
^'hen  he  mentioned  our  being  in  danger.  By  danger  he  meant 
the  propagation  of  certain  principles,  which,  if  carried  to 
their  full  extent  in  this  country,  it  would  be  in  a  worfe  fituar 
tion  than  even  in  the  time  he  mentioned.  With  refpe<El  to 
the  infinuation  of  the  honourable  gentleman  upon  Whigs  and 
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Tories,  if  any  abandonment  of  principle  was  afclrribed  to  him, 
or  the  attempt  to  fubdue  all  principle  ii;i  political  confidera- 
tions,  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  it  was  an  imputation  whict  he 
difdained.  He  then  infifted  that  he  held  not  the  principles  of 
fome  perfons  who  had  lately  called  themfelves  Whigs,  but  the 
principles  of  liberty  fettled  at  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  whether  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman difdained  the  imputation  he  did  not  care,  only  the 
more  difdain  he  expreflTcd  the  more  Mr.  Sheridan  thought  he 
had  put  the  point  aright.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
faid  he  was  not  one  of  the  living  Whigs,  or  thofe  who  lately 
called  themfelves  fo.  Indeed,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  did  not 
hear  him  name  any  living  Whigs,  but  obferved  that  he  feemed 
to  dlude  to  fome  dead  ones.  I  wifh,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  he 
would  take  fome  of  pur  Whig  principles  from  us,  inftead  of 
Whig  Members. 

Mr.  S.  THORNTON  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  bill  in 
queftion  would  aifeft  bills  of  exchange  from  one  country  to  the 
other. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  did  not  mean 
any  fuch  operation  to  this  bill,  and  promifed  to  attend  to  the 
fuggcftions  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  hint 
when  the  bill  came  into  the  Committee. 

Lord  JOHN  RUSSELL  fpokc  in  favour  of  the  delay  of  the 
Committee,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.  MARTIN  was  alfo  for  the  delay ;  but  faid  lie  had  not 
changed  his  mind  on  the  propriety  of  the  bill  itfelf.  He  re- 
minded gentlemen  who  had  promifed,  thiat  as  we  are  at  war 
we  muft  fupport  it.  Although  we  might  deteft  the  principle 
on  which  it  was  entered  into,  he  had  no  objeftion  to  enter  into 
an  inquiry  into  the  condu6l  of  thofe  who  brougfit  us  into  the 
war ;  but  as  we  are  at  war  we  muft  do  all  in  our  power  to 
bring  it  to  a  conclufion,  and  this  bill  appeared  to  him  adapted 
to  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  declared,  that  he  had,  for  one,  pro- 
fcflied  his  intention  of  fupporting  the  war,  if  it  was  once  en* 
tered  into ;  but  he  did  not  conceive  that  fuch  profeflion  had 
pledged  him  to  the  unqualified  fupport  of  every  meafure  of 
Adminiftration.     He  thought  the  conduct  of  Minifters  in  the 
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prcfent  inftance  highly  indecent,  and  ftrenuoufly  urgcJ  the  pro- 
priety of  deferring  the  commitment  of  the  prefent  bill. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  explained. 

Mr.  T.  GRENVILLE  oppofed  the  fpeedy  commitment  of 
the  bill. 

The  Houfc  divided  on  Mr.  Fox's  amendment ; 
Ayes        37;.  Noes        127. 

The  original  motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill 
to-nvorrow  was  then  put  and  carried. — Adjourned. 

Friday y  7/ld  March. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  going  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  bill  for  preventing  traitorous  corre- 
fpondence  with  His  Majefly's  enemies;  and  for  preventing  the 
aiding  and  affiftlng  of  His  Majefty's  enemies  during  the  prc- 
fent war,  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Watfon 
took  his  feat  at  the  table. 

On  the  preamble  of  the  bill  being  read  by  the  Chairman^ 
which  dated  that  it  •  is  expedient  more  efFedually  to  prevent 
traitorous  corre fpondence,  &c., 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  moved,  «  that  the  conS- 
'*  deration  of  the  preamble  fhould  be  poftponed  till  the  diflFc- 
**  rent  claufes  of  the  bill  (hould  be  gone  through."  What- 
ever proviflons,  and  he  believed  that  many  might  be  made  in 
addition  to  thofe  contained  in  the  bill,  they  all  would  come  re- 
gularly forward  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  he  was  happy  to  hear  that  the  gentleman  who 
brought  in  the  bill  began  to  think  that  it  was  n  >r  perfe£):,  and 
that  it  might  want  fome  modification.  For  his  part,  he 
thought  the  provifions  of  the  bill  to  be  fuch  as  ought  to  meet 
the  deteftation  of  the  People  of  this  country.  He  (hould  at- 
tend to  whatever  modifications  (hould  be  offered  ;  but  the  beft 
modification  he  knew  would  be  that  of  expunging  all  the 
claufes  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  recommended  moderation  of  temper 
in  the  difcudion  of  this  bu(inefs. 

Mr,  FOX  faid  he  wanted  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  a  bill, 

which  the  imagination  of  man  could  hardly  think  of  without 

afioni(hment —  a  bill  which  perhaps  was  never  equalled  in  the 

defpotifm  of  its  principle ;  and  he  knew  that  thofe  who  brought 

I 
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it  in  could  not,  without  confiderable  vigilance  from  others,  be 
prevailed  upon  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  Conftitution  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  GREY  cbjcftcd  to  the  preamble,  becaufe  no  faft  had 
been  dated  on  which  the  meafure  could  be  juftified.  Though^ 
therefore,  it  ^vas  unufual  to  opgofe  the  adjournment  of  a  pre- 
amble of  a  bill,  he  (hould  oppofe  it  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
becaufe  he  conceived  that  the  preamble  ought  to  ftate  the  ne- 
ceffity  on  which  the  bill  had  been  founded.  If  it  were  only 
the  intention  of  Admin iftration  to  clear  up  any  doubts  that 
might  arife  upon  the  conftruclion  of  the  25th  of  Edward  III., 
that  intention  (hould  be  flatcd.  What  he  objefted  to  was  the 
manner  in  which  the  preamble  was  worded,  the  infinuations 
which  it  was  calculated  to  fofter,  and  the  ideas  of  alarm  which 
it  tended  to  encourage.  Government  might  perhaps  fee  that 
thofe  apprehenfions  of  danger  which  they  had  excited  were  de- 
creafing,  and  might  conceive  the  prefent  a  very  proper  meafure 
to  raife  them  again  to  their  former  height ;  but^ough  this 
might  be  a  proper  mode  of  conduft  for  A  tmin iftration  to 
adopt,  it  was  not  a  proper  m^de  for  thofe  who  conceived  that 
every  violation  of  the  principles  of  liberty  fubtrafted  fome- 
thing  from  the  common  happinefs  of  the  human  race,  and  who 
thouglit,  that,  in  proporti'.n  as  the  former  were  difregarded, 
the  latter  would  be  facrinced,  and  in  the  end  annihilated. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  exprelTcd  his  furprife  at 
the  oppofition  of  Mr.  Grey  to  the  poftponement  of  the  pream- 
ble. The  bill  certainly  was  founded  upon  the  25th  of  Ed- 
ward III.  ;  but  he  could  not  fee  the  ncceffity  of  entering  into 
a  fpecific  ftatement  of  that  circumftance  in  the  preamble. 
I'herc  were  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe  who  affumed  to  thcm- 
f.ivcs  the  names  of  patriots;  how  dcfer\'edly  he  would  not 
fay.  Without  boafting  fo  much  of  his  patriotifm,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  faying,  that  he  was  as  much  a  friend  to  li- 
berty as  thofe  gentlemen  ;  and  he  conceived  that  he  aded  in 
perfcft  confiftence  with  that  chara£ler  when  he  fupported  the 
profent  meaHire,  fo  neceirary  to  the  carrying  on  of  this  moft 
juft  and  neceflary  war.  With  refpcS  to  the  provifions  of  the 
bill,  certainly  no  one  would  fay  that  it  was  improper  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  ftorcs.  With  refpcft  to  prohibiting 
f  erfoDS  going  to  France,  he  was  fully  convinced  of  the  pro- 
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priety  of  that  piohibitioi),  for  no  man  could  go  to  Paris  but 
for  fome  bad  purpofe. 

Mr.  GREY  adhered  to  what  he  had  formerly  faid,  that  the 
preamble  of  the  bill  proceeded  on  infufficient  grounds,  and 
ftated  unfairly  and  falfely  the  objeft  of  the  bill.  He  had  cer- 
tainly promifed  to  give  his  fupport  to  the  carrying  on  the  war, 
in  confequence  of  which  he  had  already  given  his  concurrence 
in  voting  the  neceflary  fupplies  ;  but  he  never  could  conceive 
himfelf  pledged  to  withhold  his  cenfure  from  the  remiflhefs  of 
MinifterSy  or  to  fupport  them  in  meafures  of  the  nature  of  the 
prefent  bill,  which  appeared  to  him  both  unneceflary  and  mif- 
chievous..  At  any  rate,  fuch  a  meafure  could  only  be  juftified 
under  extraordinary  circumftances,  and  upon  fome  great  and 
important  urgency,  the  exiftence  of  which  ought  to  be  previ- 
oufly  afcertajned  by  clear  and  fatisfaftory  evidence. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  defended  the  propriety 
of  the  preamble,  and  dated  that,  in  adopting  it,  he  had  fol^ 
lowed  the  example  of  Lord  Somers,  and  fome  of  the  greateft 
men  that  ever  were  in  this  country,  who  had  given  preambles 
of  the  fame  kind  to  bills  of  a  fimilar  nature.  In  every  a£t  of 
this  fort  it  became  indifpenfably  neceflary  that  it  (hould  admit 
of  a  more  general  interpretation  than  could  perhaps  be  wifhed, 
if  the  evil  could  be  othcrwife  fuflScicntly  guarded  agalnft.  As, 
for  inftance,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  might,  no  doubt,  be  true, 
that  fome  perfons  going  from  this  country  to  France,  or  re- 
turning hither,  might  laave  no  improper  intention  or  bad  pur- 
pofe whatever  ;  yet  as  other  perfons  might  probably  go  there, 
or  return  from  thence,  for  purpofes  holUIe  to  this  country,  it 
became  jiecefTary,  in  order  to  guard  eftcftually  againft  thefe,  to 
m^tkc  a  general  regulation,  prohibiting  all  perfons  either  from 
going  to  France,  or  returning  from  thence,  except  under  fuch 
regulations  as  may  be  confident  with  the  fafety  of  the  State. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that,  although  he  would  not  give  his 
fupport  to  any  meafures  propofed  by  Minifters  which  he  might 
think  unjuftifiable  or  wrong,  yet  he  begged  leave  to  put  it  to 
gentlemen  who  had  promifed  to  give  their  fupport  to  the  car- 
rying on  the  war,  whether  they  ought  not  to  give  a  fair  and 
candid  fupport  ?  and  as  he  thought  the  prefent  meafure  well 
calculated  to  accelerate  its  ifluc,  it  certainly  had  his  appro- 
bation. 
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Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  faid,  that  although  thcr« 
were  fomc  gentlemen  who  had  differed  from  him  on  the  fub- 
jedl  of  the  neceflity  of  the  prefcnt  war,  and  who  had  fuppofed 
it  might  have  been  averted  by  negociation ;  yet  now  that  we 
.  had  been  fq  unjuftly  attacked,  and  were  actually  at  war,  he 
had  hoped  that  every  gentleman  would  unite  in  fupporting  fuch 
meafures  as  might  be  neceflary  to  the  carrying  on  that  war 
with  vigour  and  effeft.  He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  that  the 
preamble  of  the  prefent  bill,  as  well  as  its  different  regulations, 
appeared  to  him  extremely  proper,  and  fully  juftified  by  cir- 
cumftances  requiring  no  evidence,  becaufe  apparent  to  every 
one.  Compared  16  that  of  the  prefent  time,  the  danger  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  was  trifling,  great  as  it  was ;  it  was 
undoubtedly  important  to  fix  the  Government  in  the  perfon  of 
our  glorious  Deliverer  from  Popery  and  arbitrary  power  ;  but 
the  queflion  now  is,  whether  we  (hall  have  a  King  at  all  ?  — 
Mr.  Browne  was  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  called  him  to  order,  ts  having  deviated 
from  the  queflion  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  although  a  debate,  fuch  as 
the  prefent,  was  rather  unufual,  as  it  had  always  been  the 
practice  in  Committees  in  that  Houfe  to  poflponc  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  preamble  of  a  bill  till  after  the  difcuflion  of  the 
different  claufes,  and  for  this  evident  reafon,  that  it  might  be 
the  better  adapted  to  the  bill,  as  it  might  be  ultimately  fettled 
and  adjufled  ;  yet,  upon  the  footing  on  which  the  poflponing 
the  preamble  had  been  oppofed,  he  conceived  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.^Browne)  had  been  completely  in  order,  and 
perfeflly  correal  in  dating  his  reafons  for  thinking  that  there 
w^as  fufficient  evidence  of  danger  to  juflify  the  prefent  meafurc. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  went  on  to  ftate  the  danger 
arlfing  to  this  country  from  the  principles  and  objcfts  of  France 
in  the  prefent  war ;  its  evident  intention  to  interfere  in  the  in- 
ternal polity  of  this  country  ;  and  his  abhorrence  of  the  idea 
of  our  receiving  what  he  might  otherwife  reckon  a  benefit,  if 
impofed  on  us  by  the  power  of  France,  becaufe  the  Conftitu- 
tion  fpurned  all  foreign  interference.  Had  he  been  a  Jacobite, 
he  could  not  have  brought  himfelf  to  have  received  from  fudl 
influence  the  eftabliflament  of  his  favourite  King. 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  agreed  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Browne)  had  been  perfedlly  in  order ; 
but  it  had  been  faid  that  his  honourable  friend  had  been  difor- 
dcrly  in  his  oppofition  to  the  poftponing  the  pre^imble,  which 
he  could  by  no  means  admit.  It  might  be  true  that  in  many 
cafes  it  was  ufual  and  proper  to  poflpone  the  preamble  \  but 
in  this  cafe,  where  the  aflumptions  in  the  preamble  afford  the 
only  juftificatiou  of  the  enaftments  of  the  bill,  to  defirc  of 
gentlemen  to  poftpone  the  preamble,  without  requiring  any 
proof  of  thefe  alfumptions,  was  in  truth  defiring  them  to  agree 
to  all  thcfe  enaiSments  of  fuch  a  new  and  alarming  nature, 
without  requiring  the  fmalleft  evidence  that  there  is  any  ground 
of  neceflity  for  them  whatever. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  aflced  if,  when  gentlemen  objefted 
to  the  preamble  of  the  bill  as  containing  an  abfolute  falfehood, 
they  meant  to  difpute  that  it  was  expedient  to  prevent  the  cor- 
refponding  with,  or  giving  aid  or  afliftance  to.  His  Majcfty's 
enemies  ?  for  nothing  is  alfcrted  in  the  preamble  except  that  it 
is  expedient  to  prevent  thefe  three  things.  It  had  been  faid^ 
however,  that  the  preamble  ought  to  be  poftponed  till  the  fa£ls 
arc  proved,  and,  if  the  preamble  ftated  any  fpecific  fads,  he 
(hould  perhaps  agree  to  this.  The  prefcnt  bill  was  one  of  pre* 
vcntion,  and  he  confidered  the  merit  of  it  to  be  that  it  came  in 
at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  before  any  correfpondence  with 
the  enemy  had  taken  place,  or  that  any  aid  or  afliftance  had 
been  given  them.  He  then  vindicated  the  general  principle 
and  feveral  claufes  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  it  was  the  uniform  pradice  to 
poftpone  the  preamble  of  bills  till  the  different  claufes  were 
difcuffcd,  and  ftated  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Houfe  had  al- 
ready decided  upon  the  neceffity  of  the  bill  as  well  as  its  prin- 
ciple,  by  giving  leave  to  bring  it  in, 

Mr.  FOX  was  decidedly  of  opinion  againft  poftponing  the 
preamble,  and  infifted  that,  before  acceding  to  a  propofition 
fo  new  and  alarming,  it  Ihould  at  leaft  be  juftified  by  a  clear 
proof  of  an  urgent  neceffity.  The  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Anftruther)  had  quibbled  on  this  preamble  in  a  moft  ex- 
traordinary manner,  and  had  been  obliged  to  ftate  it  unfairly 
iQ  order  to  fupport  his  dedudlion  :  he  has  aflced  whether  it  can 
he  denied  that  it  is  expedient  to  prevent  corrcfponding  with 

Ra 


tii  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793. 

His  Majefty's  enemies,  &c. ;  but  the  words  of  the  preamble 
are,  that  it  is  expedient  more  efFedually  to  prevent  fuch  cor- 
refpondence,  &c. ;  and  he  would  alk,  on  the  other  hand,  whe- ' 
ther,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  infufficiency  of  the  exift- 
ing  laws,  or  of  any  dangerous  and  extraordinary  urgency, 
you  wouli  think  it  right  to  go  on  to  the  enafting  of  fuch 
dreadful  provifions  as  fome  of  thofe  which  compofe  this  bill  ? 
Gentlemen  talk  of  what  had  bjsen  done  at  the  Revolution  :  let 
them  follow  the  example  of  thofe  who  afted  at  that  time,  by 
dewing  evidence  of  the  neceflity  of  the  prefent  meafure.  He 
could  not  agree  with  much  that  he  had  heard  that  night ;  for, 
upon  the  principle  noW  alTerted,  if  a  handful  of  men,  how- 
ever infignificant,  or  however  fmall  in  number,  fhould  hap- 
pen to  entertain  opinions  fubverfiv.e  of  the  eftabliflied  Confti- 
tution,  this  alone  would  be  held  fuflScient  to  juftify  the  inveft- 
ing  Government  with  the  moft  arbitrary  powers,  though  there 
cxifted,  in  faS,  no  real  danger.  An  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Browne)  had  faid,  that,  if  he  was  a  Jacobite,  he  would 
jiot  take  the  part  even  of  his  favourite  Monarch,  if  impofed  on 
him  by  the  power  of  France ;  for  his  part,  if  the  Conftitution 
which  he  fo  much  venerated  was  to  be  deftroyed,  he  did  not 
care  whether  its  overthrow  fhould  come  from  France,  or  ori- 
ginate at  home.  He  would  fupport  Minifters  in  carrying  on 
the  war,  but  he  would  not  agree  to  undermine  the  Conftitu- 
tion ;  and  he  could  not  give  his  concurrence  to  the  proceeding 
one  ftep  farther  in  the  prefent  bill  without  evidence  of  fome 
great  and  urgent  neceflity.  It  had  been  hinted,  that  inconve^ 
niencies  had  arifen  during  the  American  war,  from  improper 
intercourle  with  the  enemy  ;  for  his  part,  he  had  never  before 
heard  of  it,  and  he  was  fare  no  fuch  thing  had  ever  been 
proved.  He  believed  that,  during  the  war  which  begun  ia 
1756,  and  ended  in  1760,  lefs  reflridions  had  been  impofed 
than  in  any  other  war,  and  he  would  fubmit  it  to  gentlemen, 
without  any  obfervation,  whether  this  had  been  attended  with 
any  bad  confequences. 

Lord  BEAUCHAMP  thought  that  no  parallel  could  be 
drawn  between  the  war  of  1756  and  the  prefeni.  This  war 
had  peculiar  features  belonging  to  it,  which  fet  at  defiance  all 
;itte.mpis  at  comparifon  with  former  wars.  In  every  former 
war  the  countries  engaged  rcfpeded  th^  Conftitution*  of  ojich 
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other ;  but  in  this  our  enemy  feefned  fatisfied  with  nothing  lefs 
than  the  complete  deftrudion  of  our  political  eftabliihment. 
The  bill  vrhich  was  about  to  come  under  the  difcuffion  of  the 
Committee  appeared  to  him  a  neceflary  meafure,  and  therefore 
he  Taw  no  reafon  why  they  ihould  deviate  from  the  ufual  fyftem 
of  poftponing  the  preamble  of  the  bill.  As  to  the  articles 
which  were  prohibited  from  being  exported  to  France,  the  ne^ 
ceflity  of  the  prr^ibition  was  very  plain,  for  France  had  pafled 
a  decree  containing  a  fimilar  prohibition  with  regard  to  imports 
from  this  country,  with  the  exception  of  the  very  articles  fpe- 
cified  in  the  bill.  As  to  thofe  articles  in  the  fale  of  which  a 
man,  it  was  faid,  might  be  innocently  engaged,  it  was  no 
matter  whether  man's  intentions  were  innocent  or  treafonable, 
if  the  confequences  of  the  sl&.  were  equally  pernicious  to  the 
Public. 

Mr.  BURKE  rejoiced  that,  in  times  of  public  emergency, 
the  Minifters  and  the  Legiflators  of  this  country  reverted  to  the 
falutary  principles  of  our  anceftors.  This  was  undoubtedly 
the  beft  mode  of  difcharging  their  duty  to  the  country ;  and 
while  they  adhered  to  this  maxim,  no  perfon  need  apprehend 
that  the  Conftitution  would  not  be  taken  care  of.  The  pre- 
feiit  bill  had  been  condemned  with  much  acrimony  by  the  gen-* 
demen  who  led  the  oppofition  phalanx  ;  but  although  he  had 
liiiened  with  the  greateft  attention,  yet  he  had  not  heard  one 
argument  which  could  prevail  upon  him  to  alter  his  opinion, 
that  the  regulation  now  introduced  was  neither  unwife  nor  un- 
conftitutional.  They  had  been  laviOi  of  their  cenfure,  becaufe 
they  aflerted  that  the  meafure  wanted  precedent;  but  when 
they  made  this  aflertion  they  did  not  recoUeft — what  was  almoft 
the  fame  thing,  they  did  not  chufe  to  recolleft — that  in  feverai 
parts  of  hiftory  fimilar  precautions  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Government  for  the  time  being.  He  would  not  overcharge 
their  memories  with  inftances  from  remote  times,  but  content 
htmfelf  with  producing  one  pafled  in  the  year  1688,  when  a 
happy  Revolution  took  place  in  this  country — not  a  Revolution 
(lained  with  blood  and  infamy,  as  that  lately  adopted  in  a 
neighbouring  kingdom.  To  convince  them  of  what  he  now 
advanced,  he  aflirmed,  that  the  next  chapter  to  the  Bill  of 
Rights  contained  an  aft  empowering  His  Majefty  King  Wil- 
]mn  to  take  up  and  imprifon  all  fufpefted  pcrfons.    Th? 
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people  of  thofc  days,  who  were  jealous  of  their  rights  and 
liberties,  were  not  heard  to  murmur  againft  the  proceedings 
of  Government,  bul  fufFcrcd  the  whole  to  pafs  in  filcnce, 
fully  perfuadcd  that  they  afted  for  the  fecurity  of  the  nation  at 
large.  The  fame  policy  was  afterwards  adopted  by  the  Mi- 
niftry  who  followed ;  and  their  political  fagacity  was  much 
dipplauded.  With  regard  to  Whig  and  Tory,  if  properly 
underftood,  he  hoped  that  neither  of  them  would  be  confider^ 
ed  as  enemies  to  the  country.  A  Whig  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  pcrfon  who  agreed  to  the  Conftitution  of  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons ;  but  who,  on  any  public  mifunderdanding, 
would  adhere  to  the  ariilocracy  and  democracy  of  the  coun- 
try, rather  than  yield  to  the  monarchy.  A  Tory  was  a  per- 
fon  who  a£tedupona  contrary  principle,  by  favouring,  on 
all  occafions,  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  Thofe  who  be- 
lieved that  the  Conftitution  was  amply  fecure  without  the 
'prefent  bill,  argued  on  falfe  principles.  The  Conftitution 
alone  could  not  defend  itfelf.  It  required  all  the  mai^y  ef- 
forts of  thofe  who  were  its  guardians  to  repel  every  ftorm 
which  menaced  its  overthrow.  No  period  occurred  in  hiftory 
more  detrimental  to  its  vital  principles  than  the  prefent ;  and 
Government  merited  applaufe  and  gratitude  in  proportion  to 
their  vigilance  and  aSivity. 

Some  gentlemen  had  condemned  adminiftration  for  their 
remifs  conduft ;  but  they  ought  to  recoiled,  that  a  little  reft 
from  the  fatigues  of  bufinefs  was  at  times  requifite.  "  Sleep, 
**  the  Sifter  of  death,  was  as  neceflary  to  the  body  politic  as 
"  to  the  body  natural.  Sleep  was  a  ceflation  of  all  our  facul- 
*'  ties.  It  was  a  relaxation  which  infufed  into  all  the  vital 
**  ftamina  a  new  portion  of  health  and  vigour,  and  enabled 
**  all  the  Members  to  exert  their  various  fundions  with  a 
'*  greater  impulfe  and  effedl."  I  therefore  rejoice  that  Mi- 
*'  niftry  are  aroufed,  and  predidl  the  happieft  confequences 
**  from  their  energy.  From  their  refolution  and  adlivity,  I 
**  anticipate  the  overthrow  and  humiliation  of  the  enemy ; 
*'  and  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  wanneft  congratulations 
**  will  follow  their  enterprife  and  fuccefs."  "  You  are  now 
**  at  war  with  an  enemy  who  has  waged  war  with  your  con* 
•*  ftitulion,  and  who  has  been  but  too  fuccefsful  in  eftablifli- 
<*  ing  among  you  a  dangerous  domcftic  faftion."    [Here 
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there  was  an  interruption  of  No!  No!  No!j  Mr.  Biirke 
proceeded  by  faying,  that  gentlemen  might  now  deny  the  af- 
fertion — "  but  at  a  future  period  I  will  name  theln,  to  their 
'*  confufion,  though  not  to  their  Ihame ! ! !  And  if  it  wer« 
**  a  Houfe,  as  it  is  a  Committee,  I  would  perhaps  embrace 
•*  the  opportunity  of  communicating  my  information  and 
**  fentiments  thereon."  Every  kind  of  Government,  what- 
ever may  be  its  organization  or  ftrufture,  implied  andrequir- 
cd  that  a  man  fliould  furrender  paxt  of  his  natural  rights  to 
obtain  thofe  that  belong  to  fociety — in  a  word,  that  he  fhould 
forego  part  of  his  liberty  fpr  the  fecurity  of  the  remainder. 
It  was  this  focial  principle  which  induced  men  to  unite,  and 
frequently  to  deprive  themfelves  voluntarily  of  their  freedom, 
that  made  them  fubmit  to  a  temporary  inconvenience  with 
the  view  of  making  it  afterwards  permanent.  Thus  it  was 
that  in  a  fiege  it  was  found  neceflary  to  flop  all  intercourCt 
between  the  befieged  and  the  befiegers — to  prevent  all  oppor- 
tunity of  defcrtion,  and  modes  of  injurious  communication. 
Under  the  preflTure  of  certain  difficulties,  it  was  ufual  to  raifc 
the  draw-bridges,  let  down  the  portcullifes,  and  aftually  to 
imprifon  themfelves — their  view  however  being  the  ultimate 
prefervation  of  their  liberties.  The  enemy  of  England  ap- 
peared  now  at  tlieir  gate ;  and  however  contention  may  at 
times  prevail  betvyeen  parlies  aiming  at  power,  or  influenced 
by  different  political  opinions,  this  was  a  fituation  which  ad-r 
mitted  of  no  difunion.  Dumourier,  in  advancing  into  Hol- 
land at  the  head  of  his  barbarians,  confidered  hisacquifltion 
incomplete,  without  carrying  his  conflitution  along  with 
him-  Every  civil  or  political  reftriftion  whatever  that  was 
new,  mufl  appear  a  hardfhip  upon  an  Englifhman  ;  but  thofe 
reftriSions  were  impofed  to  fecure  advantages  of  the  greateft 
poffible  magnitude  and  importance.  We  had  nothing  lefs  to 
apprehend  than  flavery,  and  fubmiffion  to  a  foreign  yoke,  the 
lafl  of  ail  calamities.  He  would  wifh  Brutus  to  fubmit  to 
Casfar,  or  Caefar  to  yield  to  Brutus,  rather  than  that  Rome 
fliould  be  fubduedby  any  foreign  conqueror.  So  it  was  with 
England.  Any  internal  inconvenience  which  might  refult 
from  granting  unufual  power  to  the  Minifters  of  the  Crovfc-n, 
even  if  badly  exercifed,  was  infinitely  preferable  to  the  fitua- 
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come  amongfl  us,  and,  with  an  appeal  to  the  Sans  Culottes, 
convokQ  primary  affemblies,  to  rob,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
legiflate  for  the  nation.    The  prefent  bill  wag  neither  con- 
frary  to  reafon,  nor  repugnant  to  law.    A  variety  o(  in- 
(lances  might  be  adduced  to  prove  this  aflertion.     It  was  tiQ 
greater  hardfhip  on  the  fubjed  to  fay,  you  (hall  not  aid  or 
affift  the  common  enemy,  than  to  fay,  you  (hail  not  keep^ 
tools  or  inftruments  for  coining  in  your  pofleffion.     An  zSt 
had  been  pafled  prohibiting  men   from    wearing  publicly 
))lackma(ks,  becaufe,  under  that  difguife,  many  a£b  of  out- 
rage had  been  committed.     It  might,  he  ludicroufly  obferv- 
ed,  be  thought  a  fcandalous  a£l  of  oppreflion  to  prevent  the ' 
fubjeQsfrom  the  enjoyment  of  a  public  mafquerade — but  the  • 
necefCty  of  the  times  rendered  it  neceflary.     It  was  needlefs 
to  go  into  a  detail  of  the  various  prohibitory  laws.     The 
whole  hiftory  of  the  police  contained  explanations  of  the  fub- 
je&,  '  Mr.  Burke  then  took  the  opportunity  of  denouncing 
the  feveral  clubs  of  France  that  had  beftowed  upon  him  fuch 
marks  of  obloquy.     This  denunciation  he  confidered  as  an 
aft  of  reciprocity,  becaufe  they  had  been  particularly  atten- 
tive to  him.     "  I  Ihould  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  very  glad 
**  to  fee  in  this  country  the  Vifite  Domiciiian.     It  is  a  very 
•*  pretty  expreifion,  but  I  confefs  I  am  not  over  zealous  for 
•*  its  pradice!.     There  again  is  the  Tribunal  Revolutionnaire^ 
^^  which  I  never  wilh  to  fee  introduced  here,  however  highly 
**  the  French  Republicans  may  extol  the  fyftem.     And  laft, 
••  though  not  leaft,  the  Douce  Fraternite,     All  which  happy 
**  Affemblies  I  hope  will  be  confined  to  France,  and  not  at- 
•*  tempted  to  be  enforced  on  the  people  of  this  country,  not- 
**  witbdanding  the  wonderful  panegyric  on  Liberty,  Equa- 
**  lity,  Unity,  and  Indivifibility.     I  would  rather  fubmit-to 
**  the  hazard,  great  as  it  is,  of  the  danger  mentioned  by  Mr. 
**  Fox,  than  to  the  flighted  chance  of  being  governed  by  the 
**  French  5a«J  Culottes.'' 

Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  read  from  the  Monitcur  of  the  1 7th 
inftant,  the  following  extraft  from  the  fpecchof  Citizen  La- 
fource  in  the  Convention — "  The  moment  is  not  yet  ar- 
**  rived  in  which  may  be  feenat  the  bar  of  your  revolutionary 
"  Tribunal,  that  Orcftes  of  the  Britiih  Parliament,  the 
^  madman  Burke^  that  infolent  Lord  Grenvillc,    or  that 
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*'  plotter  Pitt.  Bot  the  moment  is  arrived,  in  which  the 
**  Public  have  fummoned  them  to  the  bar  of  their  opinion. 
**  The  moment  is  arrived  in  which  they  are  configned  to  the 
*'  deteftation  of  all  nations,  whoTe  execrations  and  anathe- 
"  mas.  they  fo  richly  deferve — Scourges  of  the  earth,  and 
*'  vultures  preying  upon  the  vitals  of  the  people.  They  have 
"  failed  not  to  fcatter  their  crimes,  and  their  gold,  to  diftrait 
*'  a  nation  which  they  defpaired  of  being  able  to  conquer. — 
*'  Contented  with  her  own  liberties,  France  felt  no  wifli  of 
*'  carrying  her  arms  beyond  her  frontiers,  till  fhe  wasprovok- 
**  ed  by  unneceflary  a6ls  of  aggreflion.  Her  anger  is  now 
*'  roufed,  and  thofe  againft  whom  it  isdirefted,  (hall  feel  the 
**  tremendous  efFcfts  of  if.  The  machinations  of  thefe  men 
"  are  discovered — ^Their  gold  and  their  infamy  are  fcattered 
"  in  vain — Let  thefe  confpirators  againft  the  human  race  know 
"  this  and  tremble — We  have  fwords,  and  we  have  men  to 
*'  wield  them.  They  have  mifreprefented  the  independence 
**  of  the  French  nation.  They  have  invariably  reprefented 
^'  us  as  robbers  and  as  cannibals.  Soon  (hall  they  be  laid 
**  proftrate  before  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  whence  they  (hall 
**  rife  only  to  mount  the  fcafFold  that  awaits  them,  and  to  ek- 
"  piate,  by  their  death,  the  evils  in  which  they  have  involved 
"  the  human  race."  Mr.  Burke  again  reverted  to  the  bill  in 
queftion,  and  faid  it  did  not  occur  to  him  to  be  a  meafure  of 
that  kind,  which  a  general  engagement  to  fupport  the  war 
would  pledge  gentlemen  to  fupport ;  but  for  his  part,  he  voted 
not  upon  general  fupport,  but  as  fupporting  rationally  and  po- 
litically in  this  particular  inftance,  that  kind  of  war  in  which 
we  are  at  prefent  engaged ;  and  he  concluded  with  obferving, 
that  although  he  thought  it  neceffary  at  prefent  to  give  to  Mi- 
nifters  fuch  difcretion  as  was  propofed  to  be  entrufted  to 
them  by  the  prefent  bill,  yet  he  certainly  conceived  that  they 
would  be  refponfible  for  any  grofs  abufe  of  that  difcretionary 
power. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
roan  who  bad  juft  fat  down,  had,  as  he  ufually  did,  made  a 
very  eloquent  fpeech,  and,  as  ufual  alfo,  applied  his  wit,  his 
mirth,  and  humour,  upon  fubjeSs  which  did  not  perhaps  call 
for  either — wars,  treafons,  murders,  and  maflacres.  H* 
fliould  not  follow  the  right  honourable  gentleman  upon  all  be 
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had  faid>  becaufe  that  would  be  entering  into  the  dircuflion  of 
points  arifing  out  of  the  claufes  of  the  bill,  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, ought  to  be  referved  for  difcuffion  in  the  Committee. — 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  begun  with  faying  he  was 
always  defirous  of  appealing  to  the  Houfe,  on  the  fenfe  of  what 
he  called  the  good  times  of  the  Conftitution.  Mr.  Sheridan 
faid,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  join  in  that  appeal,  if  he  faw  it  done 
with  an  honeft  intention,  or  if  he  did  not  fee  that  this  was  done 
by  gentlemen  who  only  referred  to  thofe  times  when  they  had 
to  introduce  any  fubjeft  which  had  for  itsobjedl  the  increafc  of 
their  own  power  hereafter,  and  took  references  from  times  of 
danger,  for  the  purpofe  of  quoting  the  degree  of  confidence 
which  was  then  thought  to  be  neceflfarily  repofed  in  the  offi- 
cers of  Government ;  and  thus  th^  better  to  prepare  the  people 
at  this  time  for  the  fame  confidence,  when  the  fame  danger  did 
not  exift,  and  confequently  where  there  could  not  be  the  fame 
reafon  for  fuch  confidence  and  power.  Here  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  deception  began.  He  faid,  that  immediately 
after  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  the  bill  of  rights,  came  a 
power  by  which  the  King  was  enabled  to  order  any  perfon  to 
be  taken  up,  and  that  on  fufpicion  only,  of  being  an  enemy  to 
the  ftate.  Having  advanced  thus  far,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  then  came  to  a  conclufion  diredlly,  that  what  was 
done  on  that  occafion  fliould  certainly,  by  the  faireft  reafon, 
be  done  on  this;  for,  faid  he,  would  you  not  do  now  what  the 
wifdom  and  virtue  of  your  anceftors  prompted  them  to  do  un- 
der fimilar  circumftances  ?  The  anfwer  was  plain  and  Qiort. 
The  circumftances  are  not  fimilar.  We  were,  at  the  time 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to,  at  the  xra  of 
a  revolution.  Was  that  the  cafe  with  this  country  at  this  mo- 
ment? Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman^  or  did  they  who 
pretended  to  agree  with  him,  mean  to  fay  and  to  perfevere  in 
it  as  an  argument,  that  we  are  now  in  an  equal  degree  of  dan- 
ger, as  we  were  at  the  t>me  of  the  revolution  ?  If  this  was  an- 
fvvered  in  the  affirmative,  then  there  might  upon  that  anfwer 
be  an  end  entirely  to  every  barrier  which  the  fubjeft  ever  had 
againft  oppreflion  ;  for  if  we  were  now  in  a  (late  as  alarming 
as  at  that  period,  the  argument  would  go  to  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  and  to  place  the  whole  kingdom  under 
martial  law.     But  it  feemed  that  the  prefent  time  was  to  be 
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confidered  fimilar  to  that  of  the  revolution  to  a  degree  only — 
To  what  degree  ?     If  two  or  three  faftioils  perfons  could  be 
named  in  this  countryi  was  that  to  be  confidered  as  fimilar  in 
fuch  a  degiee  to  the  time  of  the  revolution  as  to  render  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  introduce  the  fame  meafure  of  precaution  as  at  that 
period  ?     But  who  were  thcfe  very  faftious  perfons  ?     Upon 
this,  however,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  come  to 
fomething  like  a  pledge  that  he  would  name  certain  perfons  of 
that  defcription  at  fome  future  day — *'  I  now  challenge  him 
**  to  name  thofe  perfons  when  he  pleafes,"  faid  Mr.  Sheridan  ; 
**  for  painful  as  thefe  obfervations  arc  for  me  to  make,^  I  muft 
"  repeat  to  that  right  honourable  getitleman  that  I  expert  to^ 
"  hear  his  lift  of  names  and  his  proofs,  but  then  let  me  tell 
*'  him  what  fort  of  proof  I  (hall  require  of  him."    He  meant 
not  to  be  fatisficd  with  the  right  honourable  gantleman's  reite- 
rating his  charges  vaguely,  or  even  of  his  naming  any  particular 
men,  and  calling  them  traitors,  becaufe  we  all  knew  the  faci- 
lity with  which  that  could  be  done.  Nor  did  he  mean  to  fay  he 
fhould  be  contented  with  hearing  general  aflertions  of  our  dan- 
ger.  He  fhould  expeS  to  hear  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
mention  the  names  of  the  confpirators,  and  what  they  were  ; 
and  what  meafures  they  had  taken  to  manifcfl  their  intentions, 
and  confequently  tojuftify  the  right  honourable  gentleman  with 
loading  them  with  the  black  appellation  of  traitors.     He  fhould 
cxpeft  alfo  of  all  the  fupporters  of  the  bill  in  quefton,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  neceffity  and  as  a  meafure  juftified  by  precedent,  fome 
proof  of  that  neceffity.     If  they  failed  in  this,  then  he  muft 
declare  them  the  calumniators  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
At  the  time  which  was  now  faid  to  be  fimilar  to  the  prefent, 
he  meant  the  revolution,  fomething  lik^  evidence  was  given 
of  the  neceffity  of  the  meafures  which  Parliament  adopted. 
A  plot  had  been  formed  againft  the  King*s  life,  and  the  King 
himfelf  came  to  Parliament  and  informed  them  of  the  difcovery 
of  the  plot,  in  a  fpecch  which  he  delivered  from  the  throne. 
[Here  Mr.  Sheridan  read  the  fpcech  of  King  XVilliam  to  the 
Parliament — the  fubftance  of  which  was,  that  there  was  a  plot 
to  affaffinate  His  Majefty]  Would  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man affure  us  that  his  prefent  Majefty  had  made  fuch  a  decla- 
ration to  him,  even   in  private  ?    That  there  was  a  plan  laid 
for  the  fuddcn  invafion  of  the  kingdom,  (of  which  there  furely 
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could  be  no  danger,  while  we  had  To  vigilant  and  adive  an  ad- 
miniftration  ;j  that  fome  of  the  confpirators  were  already  io 
cuftody,  and  that  care  had  been  taken  to  have  the  others  dif- 
covered.     Now,  to  be  plain  with  gentlemen  who  faid  this  bill 
was  neceflary,  he  muft  fay  that  he  wanted  proof,  fomething 
like  this.     Now,  what  was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  moment, 
and  how  flood  fa6ls  with  refpedl  to  fedition  in  this  country  ? 
Why,  he  believed  there  was  one  Editor  of  a  Newfpaper  who 
liad  been  frightened  by  Minifters,  and  had  run  away ;  an  At-  , 
torney  was  under  profecution  on  a  charge  for  which  he  had 
given  bail,  and  a  bill-fticker  was  in  jail!    Thefe  were  the 
mighty  proofs  of  the  whole  country  being  in  a  ftate  of  infur- 
redion!  But  to  come  nearer"  to  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's doctrine,  and  the  confiftency  of  his  conduft — he  had, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  difcuffion  of  this  fubje£l,  maintained  the 
right  of  the  Legiflature  to  alter  the  fucceffion,  and  to  fupport 
the  principle  of  punifhing  thofe  who  aflerted  a  contrary  doc- 
trine ;  and  yet,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  to  be 
judged  by  his  firft  pamphlet  on  the  French  revolution,  he 
would  be  the  firft  to  incur  that  penalty.     Having  faid  this,  he 
returned  to  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  real  fpirit  of  trea- 
fon,  and  he  defired  the  learned  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  to 
refute  him,  if  they  could.     The  true  way  of  defining  treafon, 
was  by  the  intention  of  the  party,  and  the  overt  aft  was  only 
to  be  regarded  as  evidence  of  the  intention.     As  to  the  obfer- 
vations  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  neceflity  of 
rights  remaining  in  a  ftate  of  inadion  for  a  long  time,  that 
they  might  acquire  new  vigour,  and  his  fimile  of  fleep  to  the 
body  natural  being  the  fame  as  inadivity  for  a  time  to  the  body 
politic,  there  was  no  doubt  of  its  being  beautiful  enough,  and 
applicable  too,  for  the  Minifter  had  often  funga  fort  of  lullaby 
to  the  Conftitution.     But  as  fleep  was  the  fitter  of  death,  and 
yet  relieved  the  human  body  from  the  wearinefs  of  labour, 
furcly  there  was  no  propriety  in  comparing  it  to  the  affairs  of 
human  life,  and  the  benefit  of  civil  rights  ; '  for  although  a  hu- 
man being  might  fleep  to  recoverliis  health,  there  was  no  ne- 
necefliity  for  rights  in  fociety  to  be  fufpended  in  order  to  be 
preferved.     The  only  objeftion  he  had  to  the  figure  was,  that 
it  had  no  truth  for  its  foundation,  for  there  was  none  of  the 
wearinefs  which  ren^uired  reft  to  any  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
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cf  this  country*     The  right  honourable  gcntlAn^n  had  made 
fome  alluiions  to  a  fortrefs,  and  faid^,  that  it  was  in  fome  de* 
gree  like  a  prifon  ;  but  it  became  fo  only  in  confequence  of  a. 
fiegc.    Here  again  truth  was  not  attended  to  in  the  figure, 
and  upon  this  occafion  he  could  not  help  coming  to  fopie  fa£ls 
well  known  to  the  Public.    This  he  did  to  fliew,  that  there 
was  not  any  ground  for  alarm  in  this  country,  and  when  he 
had  done  fo,  he  trufted  he  (hould  have  ^nfwered  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  upon  his  obfervation  of  a  fortrefs,  evi- 
dently defigned  to  prepare  the  people  of  this  country  for  flavery, 
by  comparing  the  ifland  to  a  befieged  fortrefs ;  then  he  muft 
aik  whether  there  was  any  real  caufe  for  alarm  when  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  converted  the  Tower  into  a  fortrefs,  and  gave  it 
ill  the  appearance  of  a  place  preparing  to  hold  out  againft  an 
attack  ?     Was  there  any  information  of  dctigns  being  formed 
for  the  taking  it  ?     Were  there  any  well-grounded  apprehen- 
fions  of  any  danger  ?    If  there  were,  then  the  precaution  of  the 
noble  Duke  was  right — If  not,  he  muft  fay,  that  this  was  part 
of,  the  fyftcm  adopted  by  Minifters  for  a  well-underftood  pur- 
pofe;  they  raifed  an  alarm  which  themfelves  did  not  believe* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  it  was  not  neceifary  in 
all  cafesj  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  the  crime,  before  he  pro- 
duced the  remedy^     Here  again,  Mr*  Sheridan  faid,   he  muft 
obferve,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple; it  was  the  cflence  of  juftice  never  to  inforce  a  hardlhip 
without  a  proof  of  its  neceflity.     As  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  obfer\'ation  upon  a  law,  which  prohibits  a  certain 
number  of  people  going  together  with  blacked  faces,  which  he 
infianced  as  a  proof  that  the  law  prohibits  a  thing  innocent  in 
itfelf,  for  the  fake  of  preventing  an  evil  that  might  poflibly  at- 
tend it,  he  muft  fay,  that  here  again  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  wrong  ;  for  this  very  aft  was  not  pafled  without 
proof  of  there  being  a  number  of  perfons  who  frequently  had 
difguifed  themfelves  in  that  manner  for  mifchievous  purpofes. 
However,  he  was  far  from  faying  that  a  man  (hould  never  make 
ofe  of  any  art  infupport  of  his  virtuous  intentions.  If  any  per- 
fon  carried  a  concealed  dagger  for  the  purpofe  of  aflaffination, 
he  was  amenable  to  the  law  ;  but  if  he  only  brought  it  with  him 
concealed,  and  made  ufe  of  it  for  the  purpofe  of  heightening 
(be  C&&  of  an  oratorical  attitude  in  the  delivery  of  a  fubUme 
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fpeech,  he  certainly  was  aot.  Again,  the  right  honourable 
gentlemen  had  alluded  to  the  aft  of  Parliament  which  prohi- 
bited ihips  of  a  certain  fize  and  form  from  being  employed  in 
certain  parts  of  commerce, ,  in  which  the  revenue  was  interefted. 
An  aft,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  which  was  harfli  enough,  and 
fuch  as  he  did  not  approve  of,  but  yet  it  was  not  pafled  before 
there  had  been  proof  laid  before  Parliament  of  the  evils  exifting 
which  this  a£l  waspropofed  to  remedy. 

Thus  far  he  had  chofen  to  follow  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman on  his  own  ground,  that  laws  were  made  againft  things 
in  themfelves  entirely  innocent  for  the  purpofc  of  preventing 
mifchief.  The  truth,  Mr.  Sherdan  faid,  was  certainly  fo  ;  but 
then  the  right  honourable  gentleman  forgot  to  add  a  few  words, 
a  little  eflential  to  the  fenfe  of  the  maxim — **  after  fome  proof 
was  given  of  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  law  :"  the  whole  of  this  had  * 
been  totally  neglefted  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
all  the  advocates  for  the  prefent  bill.  •  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  faid,  that,  as  to  the  deftruAion  of  the  conftitution, 
he  had  no  apprehenfion  of  it,  and  that  he  had  no  thought  of 
giving  it  up  ;  and  then  he  launched  out,  as  ufual,  into  bitter 
inveftives  againft  the  new  affairs  of  France.  Mr.  Sheridan 
faid,  he  had  no  objeftion  to  our  avoiding  to  imitate  the  French, 
and  to  nA  for  ourfelves  in  every  thing.  He  wifhed  that  French 
principles,  old  as  well  as  new,  (hould  be  refifted ;  but  if,  in 
refitting  the  new,  we  inclined  to  imitate  the  old  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment in  France,  we  fhould  have  no  reafon  to  congratulate 
each  other  upon  our  prudence.  The  old  fyftem  of  that  coun- 
try united  all  things  that  were  hateful  to  a  lover  of  liberty.  It 
was  kept  up  by  the  moft  abominable  mode  that  was  ever  known 
in  any  part  of  Europe — by  military  infolence,  inftead  of  civil 
law — by  extraordinary  truft  and  confidence  in  the  King's  Mi- 
nifters,  inftead  of  watchfulnefs  and  jealoufy — by  tame  acqui- 
cfcence  in  all  his  mcafures,  inftead  of  refifting  or  examining 
any  part  of  them  ;  he  wifhed,  therefore,  that  as  we  rejeAed 
the  new  fyftem  of  politics  in  France,  we  Ihould  take  care  not 
to' fall  into  any  imitation  of  the  old.  As  to  what  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  faid  upon  giving  up,  if  that  became  in- 
evitable, the  liberty  of  his  country ;  and  his  remark,  ihat  were 
he  Cffifar,  he  ftiould  rather  yield  to  Brutus,  than  to  the  great 
monarch  of  Perlia  ;  the  fituation  of  this  country  was  not  fa  bad 
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as  to  make  it  neceflary  to  jenter  into  the  imagination  of  any 
man  that  there  was  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  to  us  from 
any  difputes  between  individuals  to  any  number,  much  lefs  be- 
tween any  two  individuals.  But  there  might  be  danger  in 
placing  fuch  confidence  in  any  one,  as  to  be  blind  to  the  ten- 
dency of  his  meafures,  and  fuffering  him  to  proceed  without 
oppofing  them.  Forwhen  Hannibal  penetrated  Italy,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  gates  of  Rome  itfelf,  notwithftanding  all  that  de- 
vaftation,  Rome  recovered.  After  the  Romans  were  attacked, 
and  the  city  facked.  by  the  Gauls,  Rome  recovered.  But  after 
Czfar  had  ufurped  the  dominion,  it  never  recovered  :  nor 
Ibould  he  think  this  country  fafe,  if  any  man  in  it,  whatever 
his  ftaiion  might  be,  (hould  be  fuffered  to  proceed  proudly, 
haughtily,  and  arrogantly^  as  if  he  were. above  the  law  ;  and 
fhould  afterwards,  by  raifing  a  falfe  alarm  among  the  people, 
by  faying  that  the  conftitution  was  in  danger,  that  there  were 
traitors  in  the  country,  ultimately  obtain  his  objcd — the  placing 
himfelf  in  his  fituation  with  an  eftablifhment  of  defpotic  power. 
The  next  point  to  be  confidered  was,  that  of  the  charges  againft 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  in  the  National 
Convention.  That  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  upon 
himfelf,  on  that  occafion,  to  make  ufe  of  the  vijites  domiciliares 
as  praflifed  in  France,  as  a  proof  of  their  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  juftice.  It  was  certainly  harfli  enough  ;  but  upon 
this  point,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  find  fome 
topics  at  home  that  would  very  worthily  employ  his  wit,  if  he 
pleafed  ;  for  to  him  the  grievances  and  diftrefles  of  mankind 
were  fubjcfis  of  his  mirth.  He  might  fee  in  this  metropolis 
the  vijites  i/<?OT/V/7/flr^j  thriving  wonderfully  under  the  aufpices 
of  Mr.  Reeves,  and  the  fociety  of  which  he  was  (o  worthy  a 
prefident ;  as  alfo  under  Mr.  Luke  Idefon,  and  Sir  Jofeph 
fiankes  ;  thefc  gentlemen j  by  themfelves  and  agents,  particu- 
larly the  latter,  had  entered  into  a  great  number  of  houfes,  and 
had  called  upon  the  occupiers  of  them  to  give  in  a  particular 
defcription  of  their  inmates,  the  fex,  the  age,  the  ilature,  the 
colour,  the  complexion.  In  (hort.  Sir  Jofeph  particularly  had 
examined  into  thefe  circumftanccs,  with  all  the  curiofity  of  a 
naturalift  i  and  he  muft  fay,  that  unlcfs  we  abandoned  this  prac- 
tice, we  ibould  complain  with  an  ill  grace  of  the  vijites  domi- 
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ciltares.    As  to  the  danger  to  which  the  right  honourable  gcn- 

'  tleman  alluded,  and  to  which  he  faid  he  was  expofed,  unlefs 
he  has  more  apprehenfion  of  it  than  I  have  for  him,  faid  Mr. 
Sheridan,  he  will  be  pretty  eafy.  under  that  confideration.  But 
indeed,  if  he  had  not  faid  he  quoted  from  the  Moniteur^  I 
fhould  have  thought  that  he  was  fpeaking  from  his  own  mind, 
and  for  himfelf,  as  the  vrhole  of  the  matter  is  perfedly  like 
the  fubftance  of  his  own  fpeeches  upon  the  affairs  of  France. — 
As  to  the  gold  to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
alluded,  certainly  he  had  been  a  little  public  in  the  declaration, 
as  well  as  the  circumftances  with  which  he  had  accompanied 
it ;  he  had,  indeed,  in  the  hints  he  had  thrown  out  upon  that 

'  fubjeS,  and  the  poffible  effeft  of  it,  reminded  Mr.  Sheridan 
of  the  pradice  in  the  trial  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  when  gen- 
tlemen in  that  Houfeufed  to  cry  out,  *  Places  !  plaices  !  places!' 

'  But  as  to  places,  whether  it  was  that  gentlemen  had  lately  gone 
over  to  the  Minifter  in  fuch  numbers,  that  ther^  was  not  room 
for  them  all,  or  that,  in  the  language  of  John  Bull,  they  had 
eat  up  all  the  corn  already,  he  knew  not,  but  he  believed  that, 
all  circumflances  confidered,  there  was  a  tolerable  fecurity,  at 

■  leafl  for  a  time,  for  the  independence  of  the  right  honourable 
geritleman.  As  to  the  obfervalion  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  in 
all  other  wars  between  tliis  country  and  France,  the  two  coun- 

'  tries  had  refpeftively  paid  attention  to  the  conftitution  of  each 
other,  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  noble  Lord  thought  the 
faft  fo,  when  that  power  wanted  to  force  us  to  accept  of  a  pre- 
tender to  the  throne  ?  and  whether,  if  the  French  do  not  again 
receive  Mr.  Froft  with  an  addrefs,  and  think  proper  to  have 
another  King,  that  we  fhall  then  be  in  a  flate  wherein  we  fhall 
have  nothing  to  fear  ? 
Mr.  BURKE  explained. 

Mr.  HARDINGE  faid,  that  if  he  could  ever  be  arrogant 
enough  to  think  of  anfwering  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft  but  one,  (Mr.  Sheridan)  it  was  become  impracticable 
to-night,  upon  other  grounds  than  thofe  of  his  general  fear  to 
encounter  him.  For  moftof  his  argument  having  confifled  in 
a  direfl  attack  upon  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpokc 
laft,  (Mr.  Burke)  a  perfon  of  fo  elevated  a  charafter,  and  who 
had  fo  convinced  the  Houfe  by  his  eloquence,  that  any  formal 
cfForts  to  vindicate  him,  though  even  by  the  firfl  abilities>  woiild 

2  • 
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be  Injurious  to  the  rank  which  he  filled  in  the  country,  and  the 
particular  Impreflion  which  he  had  recently  made ;  but  he  would 
explain  to  the  Houfe  upon  what  grounds  he  approved  the  ex* 
pediency  affirmed  in  this  preamble,  namely,  the  expediency  of 
preventing  with  more  effeft  all  treafonable  correfpondence  and 
afliftance  to  the  King's  enemies.  He  thought  it  expedient  in 
every  war,  firlt,  to  declare  doubtful  cafes  of  treafon  ;  fecond, 
to  make  treafons  that  were  clear,  in  point  of  law,  better  and 
more  generally  known  ;  third,  to  enaft  new  treafons,  if  the 
exigency  of  the  cafe  naturally  pointed  them  out.  He  faid,  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  faid,  that  he  hoped 
the  new  treafons  would  not  be  adjudged  by  the  mere  a£l,  but 
would  be  determined  by  the  purpofe  ;  that  he  hoped  in  God 
they  would  not,  in  mercy  to  the  individuals  warned  againft  the 
offence,  and  in  found  policy  for  the  public.  If  the  legal  cri- 
minality of  thefe  a£ls  were  to  depend  upon  proof  as  to  the 
purpofe,  it  would  be  a  death's  blow  to  the  policy  of  the  bill, 
and  would  cnfnare  the  individuals,  leaving  them  at  the  mercy 
of  a  loofe  interpretation  upon  the  motives.  He  applied  himfelf 
here  to  the  aSs  of  Parliament  which  the  return  to  this  country 
made  penal,  and  in  times  that  gave  to  us  thofe  famous  Whigs 
the  Cavendifhes,  the  Bentincks,  and  the  Ruflells.  In  thefe  afts, 
the  return  to  the  country  being  conftituted  the  offence,  offen- 
ders were  tried,  and  pleaded  the  purity  of  their  motives.  Lord 
Holt,  the  moft  enlightened  of  all  judicial  men,  refifted  their 
plea,  and  after  commending  the  policy  of  thefe  new  laws,  af- 
firmed the  offence  to  confift  in  the  mere  fafl:  prohibited.  He 
commended  this  bill  (though  madeof  courfe  by  the  Tories,  if 
they  were  not  Members  of  the  Whig  Club)  for  foftening  that 
penalty,  and  converting  the  offence  from  treafon  into  mifde- 
meanor,  with  a  power  fubjeft  to  the  refponfible  difcretion  of 
the  executive  power  to  make  it  no  offence  at  all.  He  faid  that 
he  was  proud  of  the  fupport  which  he  gave  to  the  Government 
in  this  bill,  whofe  preamble  was  its  principle,  and  which 
principle  he  took  to  be  this  :  it  was  a  bill  which  intended,  by 
the  tenor  of  example,  to  avert  that  fpecies  of  adhererlce  to  the 
King's  enemies,  which  made  our  fubjefts  their  florekeepers, 
their  bankers,  their  indemnity,  tlieir  convoy,  and  their  allies. 
With  refpeft  to  commerce,  as  far  as  this  bill  touched  upon  it, 
te  would  cut  the  knot,  and  would  fay,  "  Let  it  perifh,  if  to 
Vol.  XXXV.  T 
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'*  keep  it  alive  the  war  muft  be  fed  by  the  expenditure  of  more 
**  blood,  and  by  the  increafed  peril  of  all  that  was  dear  to  us, 
^*  in  the  continuance  of  fo  dangerous  a  confliS."  As  to  lofs 
and  profit,  he  would  aflc,  with  whom  are  we  engaged  in  this 
traffic  ?  With  common  enemies  ?  With  enemies  who  warred, 
in  a  general  view,  for  profit  and  lofs  ?  No.  With  enemies 
who  lived  by  confufion  ;  who  hated  all  that  was  likely  to  be 
produflive  of  permanent  good,  even  amongfl  themfelves  ;  and 
profited  by  the  fubverfion  of  order  in  trade,  as  well  as  in  every 
thing  elfe.  He  juftified  the  feverity  of  this  bill,  in  what  he 
called  the  *'  tie  exeat y''  and  the  *'  ne  redeat^*'  by  a  (ingle  word,  > 
'*  fraternity,"  a  word  familiar  at  Paris,  and  engraved  upon  all 
the  bayonets  of  our  enemy  in  the  field.  It  was  the  love,  the 
patriot  and  protefting  love,  to  us  which  he  deprecated ;  they 
loved  us  a  little  too  well — 

**  Tantum  infelicum  nimlum  dilexit  amtcumJ^     Virg. 

They  embraced  our  difafFcftion,  and  they  declared  their  wi(h 
to  overturn  the  conftitution,  as  a  favour  to  the  Englifh  patriots. 
Why  fhould  the  Englifh  be  refident  at  Paris  in  fuch  a  time  ? 
Why  fuch  a  domicil  ?  If  they  fought  us  with  fraternity,  would 
not  the  contagion  of  that  good  will  to  us  be  more  likely  to  reach 
thofe  with  whom  they  lived  in  the  haj^of  general  fociety  as 
friends  ?  The  return  was  therefore  fu^icious  upon  the  face  of 
it,  after  fuch  a  refidence  ;  but  the  fufpicion  could  be  defeated 
and  repelled  by  a  fair  accourtt  of  the  individuals  to  the  execu- 
tive power,  in  whom  the  difcretion  was  repofed.  If  that 
power  was  not  well  chofen  for  the  purpofe,  and  a  better  check 
upon  the  abufeof  fuch  a  difcretion  could  be  fuggefled,  he  would 
accept  the  fuggeflion  mofl  gratefully.  For  thefe  reafons  he 
thought  the  bill  had  flated  a  corrcft  principle,  and  to  which,  in 
a  general  view  of  them  all,  its  provilions  were  clearly,  politic 
cally,  and  even  mercifully  applied. 

Mr.  CURWIN  objected  to  the  poflponement  of  the  pre- 
amble. 

Mr,  RYDER  faid,  that  after  gentlemen  had  entered  fo 
largely  into  the  fubjeft,  he  thought  it  right  to  conclude  the 
debate  ofi  the  preamble  of  the  bill ;  he  (hould  therefore  vote 
againft  poftponing  the  preamble,  and  move  that  the  preamble 
be  now  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  FOX  admitted  the  propriety  of  not  poftponing  the  pre- 
amble, and  urged  feveral  forcible  reafons  why  a  better  one 
might  be  fubftituted  inftead  of  that  which  the  Committee  had 
before  them. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  alfo  that  the  preamble  fliould 
not  be  poftponed  \  but  was  of  opinion,  that  after  fo  much  dif. 
cuflton,  the  Houfe  might  determine  on  it,  and  proceed  to  the 
claufes. 

Mr.  T.  GRENVILLE  was  for  poftponing  the  preamble, 
until  the  Committee  ftiouldknowto  what  extent  the  bill  fliould 
go,  in  order  that  they  might  be  made  commenfuratc. 

The  qucftion,  *^  That  the  preamble  be  poftponed,"  was  then 
put  and  negatived.  . 

Mr.  GREY  moved  an  amendment,  that  after  the  word 
*'  whereas,"  thefe  words  be  infertcd — "  Doubts  and  inconvc- 
**  niencies  having  arifen  on  the  cenftruftion  of  the  25th  of  Ed- 
"  ward  HI. ;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  obviate  the  fame 
**  in  future  ;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  prevent  afliftance 
*'  being  given  to  His  Majefty's  enemies  during  the  prefent 
"  war,  be  it  enaSed." 

Mr.  FOX  wiflied  that  the  learned  gentleman  would  explain 
in  what  refpedl  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  was  doubtful,  and 
how  far  the  prefent  law  was  declaratory,  and  how  far  enaftive  ? 
He  begged  likewife  to  know,  whether  it  was  to  be  temporary 
or  perpetual,  and  argued  on  the  inconveniences  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  neceflarily  attendant  in  either  cafe.  Mr.  Fox  re- 
gretted that  the  bufmefs  fliould  be  brought  on  during  the  ab- 
ience  of  his  learned  friend,  in  confequence  of  his  neceflary  at- 
tendance on  the  circuit,  when  otherwife  it  might  have  been 
cxpeSed  to  receive  fo  many  lights  from  his  profeflional  know- 
ledge. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  contended  that  the  terms  of  the  pre- 
amble were  prccifely  in  reference  to  the  tenor  of  the  claufes. 

Mr.  FOX  fpoke  in  reply. 

The  AIT^ORNEY  GENERAL  explained  what  parts  of 
the  bill  were  declaratory  and  what  enadive.  jic  regretted  the 
abfcnce  of  his  learned  friend,  but  faid  that  if  the  bill  were 
poltponed  on  that  account,  it  would  have  to  fall  into  other 
hands  than  his  own,'  as  he  was  obliged  ftiortly  to  go  into  the 
I  country  on  a  bufinpfs  perhaps  at  leaft  equally  urgent. 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  obfcrved,  that  the  learned  gentleman  had 
faid  nothing  on  the  fubjefl  of  the  amendment  of  his  honourable 
friendy  and  thought  that  he  had  not  been  fufficiently  explicit 
in  anfwering  the  queftions  that  had  been  put  to  him  relative  to 
the  prefent  bill.  According  to  the  firft  claufe  of  the  prefent 
bill,  if  a  man  thought  proper  to  fend  a  pot  of  anchovies  or  a 
box  of  mackeronie>  to  his  friend  abroad,  he  might  be  hanged. 
Was  that  claufe  enaftive  or  merely  declaratory  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fpoke  a  few  words  relative 
to  the  penalties  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FOX  condemned  the  danger  which  men  were  made  to 
incur  by  the  penalties  of  the  bill;  and  hoped  that  the  Legifla- 
ture  of  this  country  would  not  do  that  which  had  fo  much 
difgraced  the  people  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  viz.  deem 
lightly  the  lives  of  their  fellow  creatures. 
The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  explained. 
The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  amendment,  and  negativ* 
ed  ;  as  it  ftands  in  the  printed  bill,  agreed  to. 
On  the  firft  claufe, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  remarked,  that  he  meant 
to  fettle  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  aA  by  a  parti* 
cular  claufe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  aflced,  whether  or  not  by  the  words, 
**  within  any  of  the  dominions  of  His  Majefty,   or  being  a 
**  fubjeft  of  His  Majefty,'*  it  was  meant  that  the  aft  (hould 
apply  to  His  Majefty's  Irifli  fubjefts;  and  alfo,  whether  or 
not,  by  the  words  "  occupied  by  any  force  employed,  or   to 
**  be  employed  by  France,  or  in  alliance  with  France,**    it 
was  meant  to  extend  the  penalties  of  the  bill  to  fupplying  v^ith 
the  enumerated  articles  any  port  in  the  dominions  of  any  ftate 
that  might  be  over-run  by,  or  drawn  into  an  alliance  with 
France,  and  what  in  this  cafe  was  to  be  the  definition  or  con- 
ftruftion  of  force. 

The  ATTORNEY  GERERAL  faid,  the  claufe  did    not 
bear  that  conftruftion,    and  that  a  man  could  be  alone  guilty 
of  high  treafon  under  it,  who  ftiould  fend  the  enumerated  goods 
to  a  place  occupied  by  a  naval  or  military  force,  afting  with 
or  preparing  to  aft  in  aid  of  France- 
Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  this  would  lead  to  an  abfurdity, 
for  fuppofing  a  force  Ihould  be  affemblcd  at  Philadelphia,    ti^ 
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tnfiance,  to  co-operate  with  France^  itMrouId  be  treafon  to  fend 

tbe  enumerated  goods  to  that  place  onIy>  and  not  to  any  other 

within  the  jurifdidion  of  the  thirteen  ilates ;  or  fliould-a  (hip  be 

fent  with  goods  to  a  town  where  there  was  no  French  force, 

or  force  of  a  power  in  alliance  with  France,  at  the  time  when 

the  (hips  were  difpatched,  but  fome  fuch  force  (hould  arrive 

there  before  the  ihip>    then  the  perfon  who  fent  the  ihip» 

would,  without  his  own  ad,  or  knowledge,  have  committed 

tnafon  within  the  meaning  of  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  this  was  by  no  means 

;  die  meaning  of  the  claufe;  all  that  was  to  be  undcrdood  by  It 

\  was,  that  he  Ihould  be  guilty  of  high  ^treafon,   who  (hould 

I  fend  goods  to  any  place  or  country,  occupied  or  overrun  by 

the  troops  either  of  France  or  her  allies,  without  any  reference 

whatever  to*  the  force  belonging  to  the  country  fo  occupied  or 

overrun.     He  faid  the  difficulty  would  difappear,  if  certain 

words  of  the  claufe,  which  he  read,  were  omitted. 

Mr.  VANSITTART  wifhed  to  know  whether  a  Briti(h 
fubje£t  making  a  remittance  in  money  to  a  perfon  in  a  coun* 
try  occupied  by  the  French,  fuch  remittance  being  in  difcharge 
of  a  juft  and  bona  fide  debt,  could  be  faid  to  incur  the  penalties 
of  treafon  within  this  claufe. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  anfwered  in  the  nega- 
five;  for  the  words  were  who  (hould  fell,  fuppiy,  or  furnifh 
any  of  the  enumerated  articles,  of  which  money  was  one  j 
now  a  remittance  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  could  not  come 
within  the  meaning  of  the  words,  to  fell,  fuppiy,  or  fur- 
d(h. 

Mr.  FOX  inflded,  that  the  learned  gentleman  was  not 
fully  aware  of  the  whole  of  the  difficulty  of  the  cafe,  for  by  a 
%  law  already  in  being,  ca(h  beyond  a  certain  fum  was  not  to  be 
exported ;  and  by  a  fubfequent  claufe  in  the  prefent  bill,  it  was 
made  penal  to  fend  to  France,  or  to  countries  occupied  by 
her  troops,  or  thofe  of  her  allies,  any  notes,  or  bills  of  ex- 
change. 

Major  MAITLAND  afkcd,  whether  a  Britifli  fubjeA  ac- 
tually polTefling  lands  in  France,  was  to  be  deemed  guilty  of 
treafon,  who  (liould  fell  in  France,  the  produce  of  his  edates 
£tuated  in  that  country  i 
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The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  had  no  objeSion 
to  a  claufe  for  exempting  Britifti  fubjefts  fo  circumftanced,  if 
any  fuch  there  were,  from  the  penalty  of  treafon,  merely  for 
felling  the  produce  of  their  eftates  in  France,  fpecifying,  how- 
ever, that  the  exemption  fliould  not  extend  to  fuch  fubjefts  a$ 
fliouid  acquire  lands  in  France  after  the  paffing  of  the  prefent 
bilL 

Major  MAITLAND  obferved,  that  French  emigrants  in 
England,  who  had  eftates  in  France,  were,  in  point  of  equity, 
entitled  to  the  fame  ol  jec!^ion. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  was  of  a  d  illrent  opi- 
nion, and  for  this  reafon,  that  Frenchrn:n,  who  hacl  eftates  in 
France,  might  come  to  England,  if  fuch  an  exeription  were 
made  in  their  favour,  for  pnrpofes  hoilile  to  this  country. 

Major  MAITLAND  conchulcci,  that  whatever  force  that 
argument  might  have  had  before  the  palTin^;  of  the  Alien,  bill, 
it  could  have  none  now,  becaufe  His  Majplty's  Miniftcrs  had  a 
power  to  fend  all  ill-difpofed  foreigners  out  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  if  any  fuch  were  fuft'ered  to  remain  here  at  prefent,  it  was 
a  proof  of  criminal  remiilnefs  in  the  fervants  of  the  Crown. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  admitted  the  force  of  this 
rcafoning,  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman  for  reminding 
him  of  the  Alien  bill,  which  had  efcapcd  his  memory,  and 
faid  be  would  bring  in  a  provifo  for  extending  the  exemption  in 
queftion  to  Frenchmen  who  fliould  be  in'  the  predicament  dc- 
fcribfed  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Major  MAITLAND  fuggefted  another  hardftiip :  he  fup- 
pofed  the  cafe  of  a  foreign  mercliant,  landed  in  England  for 
the  purpofe  of  fettling  fome  commercial  concerns  here,  and 
that,  in  his  abfence,  a  partner  in  his  houfe  ihould  fupply  the 
French  with  any  of  the  enumerated  articles  without  his  know- 
ledge, fuch  partner  being  authorifed  fo  to  do  by  the  law  of  his 
own  country,  he  aflced,  whether,  under  this  claufe,  fuch  mer- 
chant might  not  be  faid  to  have  committed  an  ad  of  treafon 
againft  the  King  of  England.  He  thought  it  would  be  abfurd 
to  pronounce  the  man  to  be  a  traitor  under  fuch  circumftances ; 
but  ftill  he  believed  the  claufe,  worded  as  it  was  already,  would 
xeach  his  life. 

The  ATTORNEY^  GENERAL  faid  it  would  not,  be- 
caufe^  as  the  cafe  was  dated;  it  would  appear  that  the  ad  done 
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by  the  partner  abroad  was  not  with  the  privity  of  the  partner 
in  England;  and  confequently  the  latter  could  not.beconfidered 
as  coming  within  the  letter  or  fpirit  of  the  claufe. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  the  claufe,  making  it  treafon  in  any 
of  the  fubjcAs  of  the  King  to  fupply  the  French  with  the  enu  - 
merated  articles,  neceffarily  included  the  people  of  Ireland, 
who  were  certainly  fubje<fts  of  the  King,  and  confequently  it 
went  to  legiflate  for  Ireland,  by  making  that  treafon  in  an 
Irifliman  by  an  Englifh  a£l  of  Parliament  which  was  not  trea- 
fon by  an  Irifli  ad. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  difficulty  ftarted  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  connefted  with  points  of 
great  delicacy.  It  was,  no  doubt,  true  that  the  people  of  Ire- 
land were  the  King's  fubjefts ;  it  was  true  that  they  had  an  in- 
dependent Legiflature;  but  as  they  had  a  common  intereft 
with  the  people  of  England,  fo  it  might  be  prefumed  they 
would  adopt  fuch  regulations  as  were  calculated  for  the  general 
good  of  both  countries,  and  of  our  empire.  When  any  fuch 
regulations  were  to  be  propofed,  one  of  the  two  Legiflaturcs 
mud  take  the  lead,  but  could  not  mean  by  that  to  zSt  for  the 
other.  He  felt  that  the  fubjeft  was  delicate,  and  the^^efore  he 
did  not  much  like  to  go  into  it ;  but  he  thought  he  might  ven- 
ture to  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  if  England  was  to  make  an  zSt 
treafon  in  all  His  Majedy's  fubjeds,  which  was  fuch  by  any 
law  of  Ireland,  if  fuch  a£l  was  done  in  Ireland  by  an  IriQi- 
man,  who  (hould  afterwards  come  into  England,  he  might  be 
tried  and  executed  for  it.  Ih  like  manner,  if  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  was  to  make  an  zA  treafon  in  all  His  Majefty's 
fubjeds,  which  was  no  treafon  by  any  law  of  England,  and 
fliould  an  Englifhman  do  that  a£l  in  England,  andgo  after- 
wards to  Ireland,  he^might  be  there  arraigned  and  executed 
for  it. 

Mr.  FOX  called  this  the  moft  extravagant  doSrine  he  had 
ever  heard  :  he  faid  he  could  underftand  the  idea  of  one  coun- 
try Icgiflating  for  another  under  its  dominion,  but  he  had  never 
heard  of  two  independent  countries  legiflating  by  turns  for 
each  other.  He  put  the  cafe,  that  the  Iriih  Parliament  (hould 
happen,  for  the  purpofe  of  encouraging  tillage,  to  give  a 
bounty  on  the  exportation  of  corn  generally  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  at  a  time  when  England  made  the  exportation  of  it  to  , 
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France,  or  to  her  allies,  treafon  by  the  prefent  bill,  he  aiked, 
'whether  there  could  be  common  fenfe  in  faying  that  an  Irifli. 
man,  who,  in  his  own  country,  would,  in  that  cafe,  be  en- 
titled to  a  bounty  for  having  exported  corn,  (hould,  in  cafe  he 
ever  landed,  be  liable  to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered,  for 
the  very  a£l  for  which  he  had  received  a  bounty  at  home.  He 
equally  ridiculed  the  doftrine  laid  down  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  an  Engliftiman  might  be  execuW  in  Ire- 
land by  virtue  of  a  law  there  for  an  z&.  done  in  England,  and 
not  prohibited  by  any  law  of  England.  Here  difficulty  arofe 
from  difficulty:  the  claufe,  worded  as  it  was  at  prefent,  would 
make  it  a  queftion  whether  Irifli  merchants,  refiding  within 
foreign  countries,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  coming  within  the 
penalty  of  this  claufe.  His  own  idea  was,  that  a  law  (hould 
be  extended  to  thofe  only  whofe  appearance  in  a  court  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  Legiflaturc  to  compel,  and  therefore  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  operation  of  the  claufe  (hould  be  con- 
fined to  pcrfons  refiding  within  the  empire  of  Great  Britain* 
Perhaps  difficulties  might  be  ftarted  alfo  refpcfting  the  colo- 
nies, whofe  legillatures  might  think  that  the  Briti(h  Parliament 
ought  not  to  legiflate  internally  for  them. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  the  debate  had 
taken  a  very  ferious  turn,  and  he  thought  the  queftion  refpeft- 
ing  Ireland  deferved  a  grave  and  diftindl  difcuffion.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  an  aft  declaratory  of  the  25th  of  Edward  III.  ne- 
ccflarily  extended  to  all  His  Majefty's  fubjefts,  and  let  the  aft 
of  treafon  have  been  committed  where  it  might,  the  perfoa 
charged  with  the  commiffion  of  it  might  be  tried  in  England  ; 
and  this  doftrine  was  clearly  laid  down  by  a  (latute  of  Henry 
VIII.  With  refpeft  to  the  colonies,  he  did  not,  and  could 
not,  doubt  the  right  of  the  Briti(h  Parliament  to  legiflate  for 
them ;  and  when  he  heard  tliat  right  queftioned,  he  was  dif-* 
pofed  to  think  that  Englifhmen  were  going  to  diflTolve  the  bonds 
of  allegiance  which  held  them  together. 

Mr.  FOX  replied,  that  he  had  never  doubted,  much  lefs 
queftioned,  the  right  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  to  legiflate  even 
internally  for  the  colonies  ;  he  ever  had,  and  ever  (hould  main^ 
tain  that  right :  all  he  meant  to  fay,  when  he  firft  alluded  to 
it,  was,  that  of  late  it  had  been  a  praftice  founded  in  difcre^ 
tion  not  to  call  forth  that  right  into  aftion  without  neceflity^ 
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But  this  did  not  apply  to  Ireland  ;  for  if  cvej-  the  Britilh  Par- 
Lament  had  a  right  to  Icgiflate  intcI'^ally  for  her,  it  had  been 
formally  and  folcmnly  renoiuiccd. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  put  the  extreme  cafe,  that  the  Par»- 
Jiament  of  Ireland  fhould  repeal  that  part  of  the  25th  of  Ed- 
ward III. ,  which  makes  it  treafon  to  imagine  the  King's 
death,  and  that  feveral  gentlemen  in  Ireland  were,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  repeal^  to  form  plots  for  t^ing  away  His  Mi^ 
jcfty's  life,  he  aiked  whether  any  man  could  lay.dowo  fo  cxr 
travagant  a  propofition  as  to  fay,  that  fliould  thefe  gentlemen 
afterwards  come  to  England,  they  could  not  equally  be  brought 
to  trial  and  punilhment  here  for  that  which  was  dill  treafoo 
in  England,  though  it  (hould  have  ceafed  to  be  fo  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  fuch  conduit  oi;i  the  part,of  the  Par- 
liament cf  Ireland,  vfQft  it  pofli.ble,  wQiuld  afford  a  better  ar- 
gument for  leparating  the  two  kingdoms,  thaa  for  brijQging 
perfans  to  trial  in  defiaiice  of  general  principles^. 

Mr.  YORKE  obTe^ved,  th^t  the  independence  of  Ireland 
was  the  confequence  of  a  bill  brought  in  by  that  right  honour- 
jablc  gentleman — a  bill  which  he  ever  had  conftdered,  and  ever 
ibould  confider,  as  a  very  hafty  and  unwife  meafure.  lie  very 
much  blamod  thofe  who  had  giyen  ilk  to  ihc  prefent  (Jeli.cate 
^ifcufllon. 

Mr.  FOX  replied,  that  hp  certainly  was  one  of  thofe  vs4io 
luul  brought  in  the  bill  to'whi^h  the  honourable  Member  had 
idluded — a  bili  which  he  ever  had  defended,  and  would  defend 
to  the  la^  moment  of  his  life.  The  difficulties  of  the  State, 
which  he  had  had  no  fli^re  in  bringing  on,  had  left  hiip  no  al- 
ternative, or  the  chance  of  feeing  the  empire  torn  by  new  dif'- 
tactions;  he  believed  no  meafure  had  ever  been  attended  with 
more  unanimity  ;  and  he  was  fiire  that  whatever  trifling  incon- 
venience mi^t  have  >een  ocx:afioped  by  the  independence  of 
the  Iriih  Legiflature,  no  Injury  or  difadvantagc  whatever  had 
rcfulted  from  it  to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  thofe  only  \yere  to  blame  for  the 
prefent  difcuflion  who  had  fo  framed  their  claufe  as  to  open  a 
door  to  jealoufies  and  difcontents  in  Ireland  ;  and  thofe  were 
the  friends -of  both  countries  who  wifhed  to  remove  all  grounds 
for  jealoufies  and  difcontents  between-  two  nations  who  had 
4ine  common  intercft.     The  bill  to  which  aljufion  had  been 
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made  was  fo  far  from  having  been  hafty  or  unwife,  that  it  was 
to  that  very  bill  w^  were  indebted  for  the  prefervaiion  of  the 
connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms*     No  man  was  more 
convinced  than  he  was  of  the  ncceflity  of  a  good  underftand- 
ing  between  both  ;  and  he  had.  not  a  doubt,  if  left  to  them- 
felves,  they  would  ever  agree.     The  Irilh  Parliament  had  ne- 
ver yet  refufed  to  adopt  any  law  which  England  thought  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  empire  to  make  the  law  of  the  two  coun- 
tries ;  nay,,  it  had  re-enaSed  the  Irilh  aft,  by  which,  and  by 
which  aloncy  the  Crown  of  Ireland  was  annexed  to  that  of 
England.     As  for  himfelf,  he  was  fo  thoroughly  perfuadcd 
that  the  two  nations  ought  to  aS  upon  the  fame  principle, 
that  hoftile  as  he  was  to  the  prefcnt  bill,  and  wilhing  molt  fin- 
cerely  that  it  might  never  pafs  into  a  law  here,  yet,  fliould  it 
become  an  aft  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  it  would  give. him 
very  great  concern  indeed  if  it  was  not  adopted  by  Ireland  ; 
becaufe  if  it  was  not,   England  could  not  reap  the  benefit 
which  fhe  expeftcd  from  it,  if  it  fliould  not  be  re-enaftcd 
by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.     The  good  fenfe  of  the  latter 
would  always  make  her  co-operate  with  England  in  the  ge- 
neral caufe,  and  there  could  not  be  good  pjlicy  in  forcing 
upon  her,   by  a  fide  wind,  a  meafure  which  he  was  con* 
vinced  flie  would  be  forward  enough  to  adopt  of  her  own  ac- 
cord.    Adverting  to  Mr.  Pitt's  doftrinc  of  the  twq  kingdoms 
mutually  kgiflating  for  each  other,  he  faid  it  reminded  him  of 
the  manner  in  which  a  deep  philofopher  of  Cambridge  had 
once  folved  the  queftion  whether  the  fiui  turned  round  the 
earth,  or  the  earth  round  the  fun  ?  his  anfwer  was,  "  Partly 
•*  both,  for  it  is  fometimcs  one,  and  fometimes  the  other." — 
Mr.    Sheridan    afterwards   pointed  out  feveral   amendments 
which  ought  to  be  made  in  the  claufe,  bcfides  thofe  which  the 
learned  framer  had  allowed  to  be  neceflary ;  and  he  faid  he 
wojiild  not  confent  to  pafs  over  the  claufe  in  its  prefent  fliape, 
under  a  promife  that  provifos  ihould  afterwards  be  brought  up 
for  removing  the  various  objeftions  to  the  claufe  ;  for  though 
fuch  provifos  were  often  promifed,  he  feldom  ever  faw  them 
afterwards  produced,  or  produced  in  the  ftage  that  was  expcfted. 
The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  certainly  had 
formed  his*  own  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  important  dif* 
fufUo^  that  had  juft  taken  place,  though  perhaps  it  might  not 
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be  found  policy  to  ftate  that  opinion  at  prefent ;  however,  as 
it  was  a  matter  of  great  mottlent  in  itfelf,  and*  as  gentlemen 
wirhed  to  have  farther  time  for  difcufHng  it,  he  was  willing  to 
adjourn  the  farther  confideration  of  the  bill  till  Monday. 
Accordingly  he  moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  fliould  leave  the 
**  chair,  report  progrefs,  and  a(k  leave  to  fit  again." 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Houfe,  being  refunied, 
adjourned . 

Monday^  7.^th  March. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  he  found  it  neceflary 
to  delay  bringing  forward  his  propofitions  refpefting  the  trade 
and  government  of  India  till  Thurfday  next;  and  that,  if 
fome  difficulties  and  mifunderilandings  were  not  previoufly  re- 
moved, he  would  be  obliged  to  defer  fubmitting  them  to  the 
confideration  of  the  Houfe  till  after  the  holidays. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved,  «  that  the  order 
'*  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
'^  on  the  bill  for  preventing  traitorous  corfefpondence,  &c.» 
•*  with  the  enemy,  during  the  prefent  war,  fliould  be  dif*» 
'^  charged)  and  that  the  Houfe  fliould  refolve  itfelf  into  the 
"  faid  Committee  to-morrow." — ^Ordered. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  began  with  alluding  to  the  change  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  arrangement  of  the  bufinefsof  the  week> 
and  exprefled  his  fatisfa£tion  that  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  (the  Attorney  General)  did  not  now  conceive  hit 
bill  to  be  fo  prefling  as  he  and  its  other  fupporters  had  done  a 
few  days  ago,  but  had  been  taught  to  think  that  a  matter  of 
fuch  momentous  importance  required  at  leafl  fome  little  confi- 
deration^  Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  fay,  that,  with  refpefl 
to  the  buflnefs  to  which  he  was  now  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe,  his  inflru&ions  had  been,  and  his  intention  was, 
to  have  brought  forward,  as  on  that  day,  fuch  faAs  and  argu- 
ments as  he  trufted  would  have  fully  fupported  the  motion^ 
which  he  meant  to  have  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe,  that  leave 
fliuuld  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reforming  the  internal  go« 
vemment  of  the  royal  borotighs  of  Scotland.  He  had,  how- 
ever, been  given  to  underftand,  that  if  the  objed  of  the  bill» 
which  he  now  wiflied  to  introduce,  was  meant  to  be  carried  as 
fitf  as  hia  focsier  prc^Krfitions  on  the  fubje&  had  gone,  which 
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wascertairtly  the  cafe,  a  determined  oppofition  would  be  given, 
evert  to  the  ttiotioft  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill ;  by  which 
means  the  matter  would  go  oflf  i^ithont  any  invcftigation,  and 
the  great  ^urpofe^  of  thofe  numerous  and  refpe^lable  bodies  of 
mcn^  who  had  fent  np  petitions  to  that   Houfe,  wouU  be 
thereby  defeated,  viz<  the  having  all  the  fads  and  evidence  on 
the  riibjedt  fully  anil  fairly  confideitd  and  difcufled.     Thi« 
being  the  cafe,  he  found  himfelf  inclined  to  change  his  plair, 
and  to  follow  the  mode  which  had  been  adopted  lad  year,  of 
moving  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  take 
into  confideration  the  fevera)  petitions  which  had  been  pre** 
fentedin  the  prefcnt  feflion,  with  the  accounts  and  other  pa- 
pers on  the  table.     He  thought  he  might  be  juftified  in  faying 
that  Tuch  admiilions  on  the  fubje£l  had  been  already  fandioned 
by  the  Houfe  in  the  proceedings  which  took  place  tad  feflton 
as  to  the  Lord' Advocate's  bill,  &c.,  as  ought  to  be  a  pledge 
againft  refufing  leave  to  bring  in  fuch  a  bill  as  he  would  have 
to  propofe ;  but  on  this  he  did  not  wi(h  to  reft,  fince  he  was 
told  an  oppofition  was  intended,  becaufe  a  full  and  fair  in- 
quiry, which  is  the  great  with  of  the  petitioners,  as  exprefled 
in  their  petitions,  would  perhaps  be  beft  anfwered  by  going 
into  a  Committee.     It  was  indeed  impofTible  that  the  fubjeA 
could  be  fo  well  difcuflled,  or  that  all  the  circumftances  of 
which  evidence  had  been  adduced  co|ild  be  fo  fully  underftood 
and  canvaflcd  in  the  Houfe  as  in  a  Committee.     The  mode  of 
proceeding  which  he  would  adopt  in  the  Committee  would  be^ 
firft,  to  move  a  firing  of  refolutions,  founded  on  fa(fls,  with 
refpe£l  to  exidlng  abufes  ;  fecondly,  to  detail  the  mode  of  re- 
medy which  be  would  propofe  \  and  thirdly,  the  refort  would 
be  a  motion  for  l^ave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  eiFcduate  fuch  re- 
medy*    H«  trufled  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppo- 
iite  to  him  (Mr.  Duadas)  could  have  no  objedion  to  taking  up 
the  bufmefs  in  this  way  ;  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
fpoke  with  much  feeling,  at  the  beginning  of  this  feffion,  of 
his  unpopularity  in  Scotland;  and  he  was  told  that  that  unpo- 
pularity, fo  far*  ^  regarded  the  prefent  fubjed,  was  not  fo 
much  owing  to  the  oppoiition  which  had  been  given  to  it  by. 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  to  the  mode  of  that  oppo- 
fition, by  refufing  to  go  into  any  inquiry  whatever,  after  fuch 
a  mafft  of  evidcQC^  liad  been  laid  upon  the  table  in  ^nfequenc^ 
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of  the  orders  of  the  Houfc.  It  would  not  furcly  be  faid  that 
there  was  not  time  to  get  through  this  bufinefs  in  the  prefent 
feffion,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  had  fo 
much  other  bufinefs  yet  to  carry  through ;  and  he  hoped  alfo 
(hat  no  remarks  would  be  made  on  its  not  being  brought  for- 
ward fooner.  The  petitioners  were  unqueftionably  the  beft 
judges  as  to  the  proper  time  of  bringing  on  the  matter,  and  it 
fcemed  biit  a  matter  of  prudence  to  allow  the  late  panic,  whe- 
ther well  or  ill  founded,  to  fubfide  a  little,  before  proceeding 
in  a  bufinefs  which  had  fomewhat  the  appearance  of  innova- 
tion, though,  in  truth,  it  was  only  in  appearance.  Mr,  She- 
ridan concluded  with  moving,  "  That  the  feveral  petitions, 
"  &c.,  on  the  fubjeft  of  a  reform  in  the  internal  government 
"  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland,  (hould  be  referred  to  a 
•*  Committee  of  the- whole  Houfe." 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  certainly  thought  that  the  matter 
had  been  brought  forward  at  rather  a  late  period  of  the  feffion, 
and  that  this  obfervalion  operated  the  more  forcibly  from  the 
very  important  bufinefs  relative  to  India  which  was  foon  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  Houfc.  There  was  upon  the  ta- 
ble an  immenfe  rhafs  of  papers  regarding  the  prefent  fubjeft, 
and  he  was  fure  he  could  demonftrate  to  the  Houfe,  that  if  the 
mode  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ihould  be  adopted, 
the  bufinefs  could  not  be  gone  through  in  two  feflions.  He 
had  thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  have 
moved  for  a  Committee  of  another  kind,  viz.  a  Sele6l  Com- 
mittee, who  might  clafs  and  arrange  the  papers  on  the  table, 
and  might  make  a  report  to  the  Houfe  of  the  general  import  of 
the  fafts  and  evidence.  At  prefent  he  would  only  objeft  to 
going  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  for  the  reafong 
which  he  had  already  dated,  but  would  not  oppofe  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Seled  Committee,  though  he  thought  it  right  and 
fair  to  fay,  that,  from  the  view  which  he  at  prefent  cntei:^ 
tained  of  the  fubjeft,  he  would  mod  probably  feel  himfelf 
oUiged  to  give  his  decided  negative  to  any  propofition  which 
iliould  go  to  /uch  a  length  as  he  underftood  Was  intended. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  would  not  objeft  to  the  propo- 
£d  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  ;  for  perhaps  it  might  tend . 
to  fliorten  tim^  and  to  bring  the  bufioefs  forward  in  a  proper 
Ihapc ;  it  was  jatljcr  curious,  however,  that  the  right  honour- 
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able  gentleman  (hoiild  be  furprifed  at  his  not  having  now  moved 
for  a  Scleft  Committee,  as  it  would,  no  doubt^  be  recoUeScd, 
that  he  did  fo  laft  year,  and  that  it  was  more  oppofcd  then  than 
even  an  open  Committee.  There  was,  he  faid,  a  peculiar 
hardidiip  in  the  fitiialion  of  the  petitioners,  who  had  fully  efta- 
blifhed,  by  evidence  on  the  table,  that  the  fpirit  of  their  original 
charters  had  been  departed  from,  that  the  public  funds  of  the 
boroughs  bad  been  waded  and  dilapidated,  that  money  had 
btcn  illegally  extorted  and  cxaded  by  alFcffmcnts  andyotherwife, 
upon  unjuft  pretences,  and  that  various  other  abufes  had  been 
praftifod.  He  had,  however,  no  obje<^ion  at  all  to  go  into 
the  propofition  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  As  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Seleft  Committee,  provided  it  (hould  not  go 
into  any  minute  length  ;  and,  although  the  papers  and  mafs  of 
evidence  were  bulky,  yet  he  thought,  with  the  helps  which 
the  Committee  would  have,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  arrange 
and  digcft  them,  and  he  conceived  they  might  be  enabled  to 
make  their  report  to  the  Houfe  in  about  a  week.  He  would 
therefore  conclude  with  moving,  "  That  the  feveral  petitions 
*^  prefentcd  to  this  Houfc  during  the  prefent  feffion,  and  the 
**  papers  and  accounts  prefentcd  during  former  fclfions,  re- 
**  fpecling  the  internal  Government  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  of 
**  Scotland,  (hould  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  to  examine 
**  the  matter  therein  contained,  and  to  report  thereupon  to  the 
'*  Houfe." 

The  queftion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  following  gen« 
tlemen  nominated  on  the  Committee. 


R.  B.  Sheridan,  Efq. 
Charles  Grey,  Efq. 
Col.  M'Leod, 
Hon.  Major  Maitland, 
Hon.  T.  Erflcine, 
W.  H.  Lambton,  Efq. 
S.  Whitbrcad,  jun,  Efq. 
Lord  Wycombe, 
Laurence  Dundas,  Efq. 
W.  Adam,  Efq. 
J.  R.  Burch,  Efq. 
W.  Smith,  Efq. 
J.  C.  Curwen,  Efq. 

The  Houfe  adjourned* 


Hon.  H.  Hobart, 

Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland, 

Mr.  Attorney  General^ 

Mr.  Solicitor  General, 

Lord  Mornington, 

W.  Wilberforce,  Efq. 

i.  Sargent,  Efq. 
[on.  K.  B.  Jenkinfon^ 
R.  Burden,  Efq. 
Sir  E.  Impcy, 

iOhnAnftruther,  Efq. 
Ion.  D.  Ryder. 
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Tuefdayj  oJbth  March, 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  moved  the  order  of  th« 
day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  traitorous  correfpondcnce  bill.  He  faid 
he  Ihould  have  a  number  of  amendments  to  propofe  to  the  va-» 
rious  claufcsof  the  bill ;  thcfe  amendments  arofe  from  the  fug- 
gcftions  of  gentlemen  who  had  taken  up  the  difcuffion  of  the 
bill  on  former  occafions,  •  The  fir{lamendment$was  to  confine 
the  operation  of  the  bill  to  perfons  refiding  in  Great  Britain; 
he  then  explained  the  general  nature  of  the  various  amend* 
roents>-  and  fuggefted  that  after  the  report  the  whole  might 
be  reprinted.  The  Houfe  then  refolved  into  the  Committee 
accordingly. 

Mr-  FOX  faid,  that  he  apprehended  the  idea  of  the  learned 
gentleman  who  brought  in  this  bill,  in  having  the  whole  of  it 
altered  and  afterwards  reprinted,  was  a  proper  one,  as  he  un«> 
derftood  it ;  for  he  took  it  to  be  done  wiih  a  view  of  correfting 
the  blunders  of  the  bill  as  it  flood  at  prefent.  Suppofing  the 
bill  to  be  neceifary  at  all,  the  confining  the  operation  of  it  to 
perfons  refiding  within  the  realm  was  juft.  When  it  came  to 
be  difcuffed  after  the  whole  was  reprinted,  he  believed  there 
would  appear  abundant  reafon  to  fee  that  the  oppofition  it  ori- 
ginally met  was  very  proper,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  it 
would  after  all  be  neceffary  that  it  fhould  be  recommitted,  be-- 
caufe  bbjedions  to  fuch  a  bill  could  be  better  difcufled  in  a 
Committee  than  in  any  other  ftage  of  it ;  indeed  he  (hould  like 
to  fee  a  great  number  of  amendments  to  the  bill ;  for  without 
them  it  wotild  be  impoifible  to  pr«K:eed,  as  none  toulA  well  de- 
bate upon  a  meafure  that  was  not  intelligible ;  when  the  bill 
was  made  intelligible,  then  he  thought  it  might  be  poffible  to 
difcufs  it  in  a  Committee. 

When  the  Chairman  proceeded  in  the  firft  claufe,  to  the 
blank  which  was  to  be  filled  up  with  the  day  on  which  the  bill 
was  to  operate. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  propofed  the  aoth  of 
April. 

Majbr  MAITLAND  thought  it  too  early  a  day ;  he  doubted 
whether  the  bill  would  pafs  befoff  ^t  djiy,  coi^fidpring  that  the 
Midays  iotcrvcned, 
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Mr.  FOX  was  of  that  opinibn  alfo  ;  but  obfcrvcd  that  it 
would  be  cojnpctcnt  to  any  gentleman  to  move  any  amend* 
ments  he  might  think  fit.  When  the  bill  (hould  be  in  another 
Committee,  he  (hould  bring  forward  his  obfervations  chiefly 
upon  the  re-commitm2nt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  had  no  objcftion  to  ths  re-commit- 
ment, but  thought  there  was  no  occafion  for  delay ;  the  whole 
might'  be  printed  to-morrow,  and  the  report  might  be  taken 
into  confidcration  on  Thurfday^  He  wiflied  therefore  that 
gentlemen  who  had  any  fuggeftions  to  make,  would  bring  them 
forward  in  the  prefent  Committee,  in  order  that  the  whole 
might  be  confidered  in  a  general  view  upon  the  report. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  wiftied  to  debate  thcclaufesfeparatelyon 
the  report,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  his  reafons  for  thinking 
they  ought  to  be  rejeSed,  being  of  a  principle  that  could  not 
vnder  any  modification  he  rendered  tolerable  to  the  fubjeils  of 
a  free  country. 

,  Mr.  ADAM  faid,  the  time  propofed  for  the  commencement 
of  the  operation  of  the  bill  was  much  too  (hort,  nor  could  it  b^ 
agreed  to  >vithout  manifeft  injuflice  to  many  inhabitants  of  the 
kingdom.  A  great  part  of  the  fubjeSs  of  this  country  were  at 
f)icb  a  dillance  that  it  would  be  impoftible  for  the  intelligence 
of  the  bill  pafling  to  reach  them,  before  the  day  its  penalties  at- 
tached, he  meant  the  northern  extremity  of  the  kingdom,  fuch 
as  the  Orkneys.  Befides,  by  the  pra«5licc  of  the  Courts  of 
Uw  in  Scotland,  double  that  time  would  be  allowed  to  the  in- 
tiabitants  of  the  Orkneys ;  under  fuch  circqmflances  they  might 
ibbjea  thcmfelves  to  the  penalties  of  treafon,  without  even 
knowing  it ;  he  was  therefore  clearly  of  opinion  that  a  longer 
time  ought  to  be  given. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  he  did  not  think  thm 
part  of  the  country  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman,  l;kely  to  fupply  the  enemy  with  ^T$y  of  the  articles 
Specified  jn  the  JbUl* 

Mr.  ADAM  refuted  this,  by  obfcrving,  that  they  might  fell 
fait  fifh,  ^liich  would  centainly  come  under  the  head  of  provi- 
ilons. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  thought  that  no  local  diftlnaioij 
ojight  to  be  made  with  refpeft  to  the  paTIing  an  aft  of  ParIia-> 
xnent.     If,  in  the  courfe  of  the  progrefs  of  the  bill^  the  day 
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fhould  appear  to  be  too  early  a  one,  nothing  would  be  eaikr 
than  to  alter  it. 

Mr.  GREY  thought  the  day  much  too  early,  and  expefted 
Minifters  to  think  fo  too,  when  they  reflcfted  on  the  nature  of 
the  bill,  and  on  what  had  already  happened.  There  had  been 
3  long  debate  before  they  were  able  to  go  through  three  lines  of 
the  biB.  If  they  thought  they  would  get  through  the  Commit* 
tec  on  Thurfday,  they  deceived  themfelves  very  much  ;  a  great 
deal  of  debate  was  likely  to  arifc  upon  this  meafure  in  that  ^ 
Houfe,  and  if  it  fhould  ever  go  to  the  Lords,  much  debate 
might  arife  upon  it  there  alfo  ;  he  did  not  fee  why  Minifters 
(hould  expe(^  that  fuch  a  bill  fliould  go  on  fmoothly  ;  he  fhould 
therefore  advife  a  later  period  than  the  20th  of  April. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  there  were  many  flages  of 
the  bill  in  which  an  alteration  might  be  made  as  to  this  date, 
if  that  fhould  be  neceflary ;  and  as  to  perfons  in  th/e  Nortl^  • 
fupplying  either  our  enemies  or  our  friends  with  provifions, 
Aat  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  very  likely. 

Mr.  ADAM  again  maintained,  that  every  individual  in  the 
State  was  entitled  to  reafonable  notice  of  the  commencement 
of  a  law,  and  if  he  had  no  fuch  notice,  he  wras  treated  very  un- 
fairly ;  but  it  would  be  crUel,  indeed,  to  fubjeft  him  to  death 
for  want  of  fuch  a  notice. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  was  of  opinion  that  the  2oth  of 
April  was  fufEcient  notice,  for  the  tendency  of  the  bill  was  well 
known  already. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  that  with'  refpeS  to  things  be- 
ing well  known,  we  were  often  .deceived  ;  thofe  of  the  greateft 
confcquence  might  be  concealed  for  a  longtime.  We  all 
know  that  King  William  landed  in  this  country  four  months 
before  it  was  publicly  known  in  the  Orkneys.  In  this  cafe,  he 
thought  the  day  muft  be  too  early,  and  that  many  perfons  might 
be  liable  to  the  penalties  of  high  treafon,  before  they  knew  they 
had  been  guilty  of  any  offence.  He  made  fome  obfervations  on 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  alluding  to  the  poverty*  of  his  native 
land. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  he  did  not  know  what  length  of  time 
would  be  neceflary  to  convey  intelligence  from  that  Houfe  to 
the  Orkneys  ;  nor  did  he  know  how  much  time  might  have 
clapfed  from  the  time  of  the  landing  of  King  William  to  that 
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of  its  being  publicly  known  ;  if  he  had  never  pcrufed  any  thing 
but  this  bill,  he  (hould  find  fome  difficulty  in  believing  that 
King  William  was  ever  in  the  ifland !  He  then  obfervcd,  that 
-•  gentlemen  who  were  fo  eager  about  paffing  this  bill,  did  not 
feemto  have  attended  to  its  provifions  ;  he  faidhe'wasprepared 
to  prove,  that  as  it  now  flood,  it  would  fubjed  to  death  a  fa- 
ther who  had  fent  a  bank  note  to  his  fon  beyond  the  Teas,  in  a 
letter,  if  fuch  a  perfon  was  in  the  army,  under  certain  circum- 
fiances,  and  this  might  be  done  by  a  perfon  wholiad  never  heard 
of  the  bill.  If  this  and  many  other  points  were  not  amended 
in  the  Committee,  the  bill  would  be  a  mafs  of  injuflice  and 
cruelty. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fupported  the  principle 
of  the  bill  from  precedent,  and  the  provifions  of  it  from  ne- 
ceffity ;  and  faid,  that  from  modifications  of  it  in  the  Com- 
mittee, he  hoped  to  obviate  all  obje^ions. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  difa vowed  all  intention  of  fay- 
ing any  thing  difrefpeSful  of  Scotland.  He  did  not  wifli  to 
have  it  underflood  that  he  alluded  to  the  poverty  of  it,  for  the 
purpofe  of  infmuating  that  its  interefts  (hould  not  be  attended 
to.  He  wiihed  to  make  this  obfervation,  that  he  might  ob- 
viate the  eflFed:  of  mifrcprefentation  ;  for  he  knew  it  to  be  a 
trick  fometimes  played,  to  mifreprefent  in  an  anfwer  what 
had  been  previoufly  faid,  for  the  purpofe  of  having  that  mif- 
reprefentation  printed,  to  make  a  falfe  impreflion  upon  the 
Public.  He  tlierefore  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  when  he 
fpoke  of  Scotland  not  being  likely  to  ofFcnd  againft  law  in 
exporting  provifions,  he  meant  only  to  allude  to  articles  fpe- 
cified  in  the  prefent  bill. 

Mr.  BURKE  fpoke.  at  confiderable  length,  and  alluded  to 
the  poffibility  of  there  being  traitors  in  North  Britain ;  he  alfa 
obferved  upon  the  feditious  difpofition  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  the  neceffity  of  the  prefent  bill. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  anfweredMr.  Burke  upon  all  the  point© 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  renewed  the  challenge  which  he 
gave  Mr.  Burke  on  a  former  debate  upon  this  bill,  which 
was,  40  name  the  perfons  whom  he  loaded  with  the  title  of 
traitors,  or  friends  of  the  French,  or  enemies  to  the  Confti* 
tution,  or  any  of  the  other  odious  additions  which  his  imagi-» 
nation  could  fuggeft  to  him. 
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Mr.  BURKE  admitted,  that  he  had  faid  the  French  had 
endeavoured  to  create  a  fa£lion  in  this  country  in  their  favour, 
and  that  they  had  to  a  certain  degree  fucceeded.  He  did  not 
know  any  perfons  in  this  country  who  had  been  guilty  of  any 
overt  ads  againfl  the  ConiUtution ;  if  he  had  known  any  fuch 
perfons,  he  knew  his  duty  too  well  to  negleS  it,  he  would 
have  given  proper  information  before  a  Magidrate,  in  order 
that  fuch  perfons  might  be  brought  to  juftice.  As  to  the 
other  part,  he  had  no  perfon  to  name,  he  only  meant  that  the 
French  had  endeavoured  to  create  a  fadion  in  their  favour 
in  this  country,  and  that  they  had  fucceeded  to  a  certain  degree. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  in  anfwer,  pbferved  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable  gentleman  had  faid  in  that  Houfe,  that  he  could 
name  perfons  to  their  confufion,  and  that  there  exifted  a  trai- 
torous fadtion  in  this  coimtry ;  this  he  now  abandoned  ;  he 
did  not  wiih  to  pin  him  down  to  his  expreilion,  and  fhould 
take  no  farther  notice  of  it,  nor  prefs  any  thing  upon  the 
fubjed  again. 

Mr.  RYDER  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  filling  up  the 
blank  as  propofed. 

Major  M AITLAND  thought  the  time  much  too  fhort ; 
and  as  to  the  notice  already  given  of  this  fubjed,  he  faid  no 
man  in  the  kingdom  was  bound  'to  take  notice  of  any  pro* 
ceeding  upon  the  progrefs  of  any  bill  in  Parliament  before 
it  palled  into  a  law. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  that  inftead  of  the  20th  of  April,  the 
loth  of  May  be  inferted.  After  a  fliort  converfation  the 
amendment  was  rejefted,  and  the  20th  of  April  inferted. 

On  the  part  of  the  firft  claufe  making  it  treafon  for  any 
perfon  refiding  within  His  Majefty's  dominions  to  contradt 
or  agree  to  buy  or  procure,  &c.  &c.  any  of  the  articles  enu- 
merated in  the  bill,  for  the  French, 

Mr.  ERSKINE  rcprefcnted  that  it  was  contrary  to  all  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  treafon,  except  in  <he  fingle  inllance 
of  imagining  or  compafling  the  King's  death,  to  take  the 
agreement  or  intention  to  do  a  thing,  of  which  the  perfon 
agreeing  or  intending  might.repent  before  the  thing  wasdone, 
for  the  zSt  itfcif,  and  making  the  intent  as  criminal  as  the 
deed,  whether  the  deed  was  perpetrated  or  not. 

X  a 
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On  this  a  long  debate  took  place,  fupported  by  Mr.  Er- 
(kine,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Adam,  and  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, on  the  one  fide ;  by  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Gene- 
rals, Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Dundas,  on  the  other. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  queftion  that  the  words^ 
**  to  contra£l  or  agree,  &c.'*  be  omitted, 
Ayes        -         -        44 
Noes        -        -       131 

It  was  afterwards  underftood  that  the  Solicitor  General 
fliould  propofe  certain  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to 
fro  forma  \  after  which  the  report  was  received,  and  ordered 
to  be  leconunitted  on  Thurfday  next.     Adjourned. 

Wednejdajy  OTjih  March. 

The  Houfe  having,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr. 
Hobart  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  :  he  faid,  he  had  then  to 
communicate  to  the  Committee  the  terms  on  which  he  had 
negociatcd  the  loan,  which  it  had  been  already  agreed, 
fhould  form  a  part  of  the  ways  and  means  of  raifmg  the  fup- 
ply  for  the  prefent  year.  Gentlemen,  he  obferved,  would 
recoUefi,  that  the  fum  which  he  had  to  borrow  was  4,500,0001. 
it  was  originally  his  wifti  to  have  procured  by  the  fale  of  an- 
nuities in  the  4  or  5  per  cent  flocks  ;  but,  finding  it  inexpe- 
dient to  purfue  fuch  an  objcft,  he  had  at  laft  determined  to 
raife  it  by  creating  new  annuities  in  the  3  per  cents.  The 
terms  on  which  the  lenders  had  agreed  to  advance  their  mo- 
ney, and  which  he  had  thought  proper  to  accept,  were,  that 
for  every  72  advanced  to  the  Public,  the  lender  fliould  be  en- 
titled to  lool.  ftock  bearing  an  intereft  of  three  per  cent.— 
This  would  make  a  capital  in  the  3  per  cent,  fund  of 
6,2io,oool.  the  intereft  of  which  to  be  paid  by  the  Public 
would  amount  to  186,3001.  a  year.  But  this  was  not  the 
whole  charge  attending  the  loan;  for,  by  the  aft  for  appro- 
priating the  million  furplus,  it  was  provided  that,  whenever 
a  new  loan  ihould  be  made,  a  fund  equal  to  one  per  cent, 
on  the  whole  of  it  muft  be  provided,  and  applied  to  the  liquid 
dation  of  it  \  this  would  require  an  annual  charge  of  62,100!. 
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making  in  tha  whole,  including  the  intereft,  248,400!.  per 
annuod.  He  faid  that,  if  he  was  to  look  to  nothing  but  the 
price  the  public  (locks  bore,  when  the  loan  was  made,  and 
were  he  to  conflder  only  the  general  ftate  of  the  country,  with 
itfpe^l  to  its  commerce,  finances,  and  political  afpedl,  he 
could  feel  no  difficulty  in  admitting  th^t  terms  much  more 
advantageous  to  the  Public  might  reafonably  have  been  ex- 
peded,  than  thofe  on  which  he  had  deemed  it  necelFary  to 
accept  the  loan.  He  therefore  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  the 
tenns  were  good ;  but  he  aifured  the  Committee  they  were 
the  beft  he  had  been  able  to  procure.  He  had  done  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  excite  a  competition  among  the  monied 
men^  but  without  effeft ;  for  it  had  fo  happened  mat  he  had 
not  received  two  oflFers  on  the  occafion.  Circuraftances,  by 
no  means  conncSed  with  the  political  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try, had  produced  embarraiTments  in  fome  commercial 
houfcs,  which  calling  for  an  immediate  fupply  from  thofe 
that  were  conneded  with  them,  had  actually  occafioned  a 
fcarcity  of  cafli,  fo  that  thofe  who  but  for  that  might  have 
been  difpofcd  to  advance  money  to  the  Public,  either  had  it 
not  at  command,  or  were  obliged  to  employ  it  in  another 
channel.  The  advantages  to  the  fubfcrlbers  with  whom  he 
had  been  obliged  to  clofe,  after  having  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  procure  offers  from  others,  were  very  confiderable  and  ob- 
vious :  the  difference  between  the  a<Stual  price  of  the  3  per 
cents,  and  that  at  which  they  were  to  receive  ftock  in  that 
fund,  was  between  4  and  5  per  cent,  to  this  mud  be  added 
the  circumftance  that  the  loan  would  bear  intereft  from  the 
5th  of  January  lad  ;  this  would  make  the  bonus  to  the  fub- 
(cribers  full  6  per  cent,  but  it  did  not  flop  there:  for  it  was 
ufual  for  the  Treafury  to  allow  a  difcount  of  2  per  cent,  for 
prompt  payment,  the  fubfcribers  by  their  agreement  to  pay 
only  by  indalments,  fo  that  the  premium  would  amount  at 
kaft  to  eight  per  cent,  in  the  whole  loan.  This  he  allowed 
was  a  very  high  premium ;  but  he  could  fafely  declare,  that 
he  had  omitted  nothing  on  his  part  that  might  have  afforded 
him  the  means  of  making  a  better  bargain  for  the  Public. 
He  had  fixed  in  his  own  mind  a  certain  price  for  the  n«w  3 
per  cents,  for  Icfs  than  which  he  had  refol  ved  not  to  fell  them : 
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this  he  did  not  communicate  to  any  perfon  whatever,  but 
kept  it  entirely  to  himfelf :  it  fo  happened  that  only  one  offer 
was  made  to  him,  and  it  did  not  exceed  the  price  which,  as 
he  faid  before,  he  had  fixed  in  his  mind :  under  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe,  no  competition  exifting,  nor  fecond  offer 
made,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  clofe  with  the  only  fet  of 
gentlemen  who  had  waited  upon  him  to  negociate  the  loan, 
'  At  the  time  when  he  opened  the  budget,  it  was  his  intention 
to  have  admitted  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
fubfcribe  their  1,650,000!.  more  to  make  up  the  whole  loan : 
and  what  made  him  wi(h  fo  to  do,  was  an  idea  that  he  (hould 
be  able  to  procure  the  latter  fum  on  eafier  terms.  But  he 
loon  abandoned  that  intention,  when  he  found  that  he  could 
not  have  faved  above  one  per  cent,  in  the  premium  to  be 
given  for  it ;  and  fuch  reafons  were  adduced  on  the  occafion^ 
as  to  fatisfy  his  mind  that  the  advantage  which  would  have 
accrued  from  the  faving  of  i  per  cent,  upon  2,850,0001.  or 
from  admitting  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Sinking,  or  in  other 
words,  the  Public  Fund,  to  a  participation  of  the  premium^ 
would  not  have  counterbalanced  the  national  inconvenience^ 
and  even k)fs,  which  would  have  attended  the  meafbre.  The 
reafons  to  which  he  alluded  were  thefe :  firft,  the  purchafes 
daily  made  by  the  commiffioners,  ferved  to  keep  up  the  price 
of  flock ;  and  of  that  the  Public  would  reap  the  advantage^ 
ihould  the  exigency  of  the  (late  require  future  loans  during 
the  prefent  war.  The  next,  and  moft  powerful  in  his  judg- 
ment, was,  that  were  the  Commiffioners  allowed  to  fubfcribe 
to  a  new  loan,  the  1,650,0001.  annual  furplus  would  be 
thereby  diverted  from  its  deftined  objedl,  the  purchafc  of 
fiock  ;  and  confequently  the  period  when  25,000,000  of  the 
national  debt  (hould  be  paid  off,  and  when,  of  courfe,  the 
Public  (hould  be  at  liberty  to  redeem  the  5  per  cents.,  would 
be  delayed,  an  event  which  would  cod  the  nation  as  much  as 
might  be  gained  by  the  favings  arifmg  from  the  redudkion  of 
the  intereft  in .  the  five  per  cents,  to  4,  three  one  half,  or  3 
per  cents.  For  all  thofe  confiderations,  he  had  judged  it  beft 
to  clofe  with  the  terms  offered  by  the  fubfcribers,  and  which 
be  was  then  going  to  fubmit  to  the  judgement  of  the  Com-, 
mittee.    Before  be  made  his  motioji,  he  informed  the  Com<« 
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mittee  that  he  intended,  (hould  the  agreement  for  the  loan  be 
xatified,  to  move  for  the  continuance  of  the  temporary  taxes^ 
which  having  been  impofed  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the 
Spaniih  armament,  would,  if  not  continued,  foon  expire  : 
they  produced  annuaUy  287,0001.  ;  fo  that  after  providing  for 
the  intereft  and  other  expences  of  the  loan,  there  would  be  a 
furplus  of  more  than  370,0001.  a  year.  Having  dated  this,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  concluded  by  moving  the  follow- 
ing refolution : 

*'  That  the  fum  of  4,500,0001.  be  raifed  by  annuities,  and 
**  that  for  every  72I.  contributed  and  paid,  the  lenders  fhould 
"  be  entitled  to  lool.  three  per  cent,  (lock,  bearing  intereft 
*'  from  the  5th  of  January  laft,  &c." 

Mr.  FOX  obferved  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
fiated  the  objeftions  to  his  own  loan  in  fo  very  fair  and  open  ^ 
manner,  that  he,  in  a  great  meafure,  difarmed  thofe  who 
might  be  inclined  to  oppofe  it,  becaufe  they  could  not  in  more 
forcible  language  urge  what  might  be  objeded  to  this  very  ex- 
traordinary meafure.  It  was  rather  fingular,  that  becaufe  one 
fet  of  gentlemen  refufid  to  advance  money  except  on  terms 
highly  difadvantageous  to  the  Public,  thofe  terms  muil  be  ne-^ 
celTarily  and  immediately  accepted.  He  believed  that  had  it 
been  publicly  known  that  a  premium  of  8  per  .cent,  would 
have  been  given  for  money  by  the  Public,  offers  of  loans 
would  have  pourerl  in  from  many  quarters.  What  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid  to  colour  the  terms  to  which  he 
had  acceded,  would,  he  believed,  be  found  not  to  apply :  he 
had  faid,  that  circumftances  not  conneded  with  the  political 
iituation  of  the  country  had  produced  embarraflments  in  the 
commercial  world,  and  occafioned  a  fcarcity  of  money :  but 
he  believed  it  would  be  found  that  the  failures  and  fcarcity  of 
money,  to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded, 
and  the  political  (late  of  the  country,  flood  towards  each  other 
in  the  relation  of  caufe  and  effedl ;  and  that  the  former  had 
been  mod  certainly  occafioned  by  the  latter.  If  that  was  the 
caufe,  it  was  but  too  probable  that  future  loans  would  be  made^ 
in  ftill  more  difadvantageous  terms,  as  the  war,  fhould  it  con- 
tinue any  time,  could  fcarcely  fail  to  produce  additional  fai- 
lures, and  confequently  a  continuance,  if  not  an  increafe,  of 
the  prefent  fcarcity  of  money.  He  condemned  in  very  flrong 
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terms  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  plans  for  giving  the 
Whole  loan  to  the  prefent  fubfcribers,  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Had  the  latter  been  al- 
lowed to  fubfcribe,  the  Public  would  have  faved  feven  per  cent, 
on  1,650,000!.  and  alfo  one  per  cent,  on  the  remaining 
^,850,000!.  objefts  of  confiderable  moment.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  reafons  for  excluding  the  Commiffioners  were 
weak  ;  for  the  (locks  ought  to  be  left  to  themfelves,  and  they 
would  always  find  their  own  level ;  and  he  would  contend  that 
an  able  Financier  afting  for  the  public  ought  not  to  fpeculate 
upon  the  probable  rife  or  fall  of  the  fimds,  but  ought  to  avail 
himfelf  of  any  prefent  advantage,  without  waiting  for  a  pof- 
fibly  greater  one  at  a  future  day.  Had  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  purfucd  this  mode  when  the  3  per  cents,  were  at  97, 
he  might  have  paid  off  the  4  per  cents,  and  gained  an  annuity 
of  300,000!.  for  the  Public;  by  waiting  till  the  threes  (hould 
be  at  par,  he  had  loft  that  great  and  certain  advantage.  The 
prefent  terms  were  fuch  as  he  believed  were  never  made  in  the 
firft  year  of  a  war,  and  the  only  queftion  was,  whether  the 
Committee  ought  to  agree  to  them,  fuch  as  they  were,  or  fub- 
mit  to  the  poflible  difadvantage  of  endeavouring  to  get  better. 
Being  of  opinion  that  to  obtain  better  terms  was  worth  trying, 
he  fliould  vote  againft  the  refolution. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  trufted  the  Committee  was 
convinced  he  had  dorie  every  thing  in  his  power  to  excite  a 
competition  among  the  monied  men,  and  fo  to  make  the  bed 
bargain  in  his  power  for  the  Public.  He  allowed  that  on  this 
occafion  he  had  not  fucdeedcd  to  his  with,  and  that  the  pre- 
mium given  for  the  prefent  loan  was  very  high  i^ideed,  but, 
at  the  fame  time  he  muft  fay  that  it  was  much  lower  than  had 
been  given  in  1783  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  col- 
leagues in  office,  for  on  that  occafion  it  amounted  not  merely 
to  8  but  to  II  per  cent.  He  could  alfo  fay  in  favour  of  it,  that 
the  intereft  upon  it  was  near  one  per  cent.  lower  than  that 
which  was  given  for  n)oney  at  the  commencement  of  the  war 
in  1778.  To  this  he  ihould  add  that  he  had  given  the  whole 
loan  to  the  fubfcribers,  leaving  it  to  them  to  diftribute  it  as 
they  (hould  pleafe,  and  had  not  referved  a  fingle  Ihilling  of  it 
for  himfelf  or  any  of  his  friends. 
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Mr.  FOX  teplicd  that  the  loan  in  1783,  in  which  hp  had 
been  concerned,  as  he  was  at  that  period  in  office,  had  never 
been  reprefented  by  htm  as  an  advantageous  one  to  the  Public ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  had  always  dated  it  to  be  a  very  dear  bar- 
gain, and  to  be  juftified  only  by  the  circumftances  of  the  coun- 
try at  the  clofe  of  a  calamitous  war.  With  refpeS  to  the  other 
obfervation,  that  the  prefent  loan  bore  one  per  cent,  lefs  in* 
tercft  than  that  which  was  made  at  the  commencement  of 
the  laft  war,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  very  much 
out  of  his  reckoning  if  he  called  the  year  1778  the  firft  year  of, 
that  war  j  It  was  indeed  the  firft  of  the  French  war ;  but  it  wa« 
the  fourth  of  a  very  expsnfive  and  very  ruinous  war  with  Ame- 
rica, which  had  greatly  diftrefled  the  public  funds,  and  affefled 
the  public  credit. 

Mr.  S.  THORNTON  did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
the  juftice  to  declare,  that  to  his  knowledge  he  had  laboured, 
though  in  vain,  to  produce  a  competition  among  the  monied 
men.  Perhaps  one  caufe  of  his  failure  might  have  arifen  from 
that  z8t  of  Parliament,  whether  a  wife  or  unwife  one  it  was 
not  for  him  to  fay,  by  which  Members  of  Parliament  were 
prevented  from  becoming  contra£kors  with  Government.— 
This  aft  was  of  courfe  a  bar  to  any  offer  from  the  very  wealthy 
merchants  and  binkers  who  had  feats  in  that  Houfe ;  and  con- 
feoaently  it  fo  far  operated  againft  a  competition.  He  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
procured  the  very  beft  terms  in  his  power;  and  that  if  the 
Committee  fliould  refufe  to  ratify  the  agreement,  he  could  not 
be  able  to  make  another  on  terms  advantageous.  He  was  alfo 
of  opinion,  that  it  did  not  become  the  dignity  or  character  of 
Parliament  to  break  through  an  agreement,  merely  becaufe 
certain  unforefecn  and  favourable  events  had  occurred  fince  it 
was  made ;  he  prefumed  that  Paliament  would  not  be  very  for- 
ward to  releafe  the  fubfcribers  from  tlieir  contraft,  if  thofe 
events  had  been  of  a  contrary  compleftion,  and  fuch  as  would 
have  made  the  bargain  lefs  advantageous  to  the  gentlemen  who 
bad  advanced  the  money. 

Mr.  DRAKE  pronounced  a  high  panegyric  on  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer;  but  dill  he  faid  he  would  never  place 
a  blind  confidence  in  him,  or  fupport  him  againft  the  diftates 
nf  reafon  and  truth.    He  confidcrsd  the  loan  as  extreoiely  im^ 
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provident,  and  too  difadvantagcous  to  the  Public  to  be  ratified 
by  Parliament :  he  was  convinced  that  the  loan  might  have 
been  procured  on  much  better  terms  than  thofc  on  which  th« 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  ncgociated  it ;  he  was  ma- 
rally  certain,  that  inftead  of  72L  he  might  have  procured  75I. 
at  lead  for  the  3  per  cent,  flock  to  be  created  ;  and  when  the 
fubfcribers  refufcd  to  give  more  than  72!.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ought,  in  his  opinion,  tohavefaid,  *<  Gentlemen, 
**  I  am'  your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant,  I  cannot  treat 
**  with  you  on  thofe  terms."  He  was  fure  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  mirft  have  been  overreached,  or  he  never  would  have 
1  confented  to  them. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  was  of  opinion  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  ought  to  have  confulted  the  Commillionerg 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  before  he  had  made  a  loan  from  which 
they  were  excluded* 

Mr.  'Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  he-was  not  bonnd  to  afk  them  whether  they  ought 
or  ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  fubfcribe  to  the  loan ;  it  was  hit 
duty  to  aft  for  the  Public  to  the  bed  of  hi»  abilities  and  juc%je- 
ment,  and  that  duty  he  trufted  he  had  faithfully  difcharged. 
At  the  fame  time  he  aflured  the  honourable  Baronet  tjiat  he 
had  convcrfed  on  the  fubjeft  with  the  Commilfioners. 

Mr,*  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  one  of.  the  principal  caufes  of 
the  difficulty  which  the  Minifter  had  experienced  in  negociat- 
ing  the  loan,  arofe  from  the  vaft  quantity  of  unfunded  debt 
which  was  floating  in  the  market :  had  he  funded  this  debt,  he 
would  have  found  in  new  Exchequer  bills  a  refource  that  would 
have  fecured  him  from  the  confcquences  of  being  at  the  mercy 
of  money  lenders.  Lord  North,  by  having,  during  the  period 
of  his  adminidration,  which  preceded  the  American  war,  re- 
duced the  unfunded  debt  to  a  moderate  fize,  was  by  that  very 
meafufe  enabled  to  raife  money  on  terms  much  more  favourable 
than  if  he  had  differed  the  market  to  be  overdocfc^d  with  float- 
ing navy  and  Exchequer  bills. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  defended  the  principle  on  which  be 
a6led,  when  he  declined  funding  the  Exchequer  and  navy  bills, 
to  which  the  honourabIc,gentleman  referred ;  in  time  of  peace> 
in  particular,  thefe  bills  might  circulate  without  any  inconve*^ 
nience  to  the  Public ;  and  they  bore  at  all  times  a  much  lovrer 
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imercA  than  muft  have  been  raifed  upon  the  Public,  had  they 
been  funded. 

Mr.  DRAKE  faid,  he  wifhcd  on  the  one  hand  to  get  rid  of 
the  bargain  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  on 
the  other,  to  attain  that  end  by  the  gentlelt  means ;  this  "he 
thought  might  be  eiFeded  by  putting  off  to  a  diftant  day  the 
farther  confideration  of  the  bufinefs;  he  thertfoffe  moved  that 
the  Chairman  ihould  leave  the  chair^  and  report  progrefs. 

Afr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppofed  the  motion:  he  faid  he  had 
no  manner  of  perfonal  intered  in  the  bargain  that  had  been 
made  ;  it  was  for  the  Committee  to  judge  virhether  it  was  fuch 
as  ought  to  be  ratified :  but  though  he  was  unconcerned  for 
himfelf  in  this  queftion,  he  was  deeply  interefted  in  it  for  the 
'  Public.  The  decifion  upon  the  loan  could  not  be  delayed* 
without  great  injury  to  the  Public;  and  therefore  the  Com— 
mittee  ought  to  come  to  a  direct  determination  at  once,  and 
imipediately  either  confirm  or  refcind  the  agreement  which  he 
had  made. 

Mr.  DRAKE  faid,  he  was  convinced  that  a  motion  for  delay 
was  improper ;  he  therefore  begged  leave  to  withdraw  the  one 
which  be  had  made :  at  the  fame  time  he  declared,  that  to  the 
refolution  moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he 
would  give  the  loudeft  No  his  lungs  could  bring  forth. 

The  Committee  atlaft  divided  on  Mr,  Pitt's  motion,  which 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  53. 

Ayes,  74;  Noes,  21. 

Mr.  Chancellot  PITT  then  moved  various  other  refolutions 
for  continuing  the  different  taxes  to  which  he  had  referred  in 
his  opening* 

Upon  thefe  there  was  no  debate  ;  and  the  Houfe  having  been 
rcfumed,  adjourned  immediately. 

Wednefdajy  2^th  March. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  yefter^ 
day  on  the  loan,  was  brought  up. 
'      The  refolutions  being  read, 

Mr,  DRAKE  jun.  expreflcd,  in  the  flrongeft  tepns,  his 
difapprobation  of  the  terms  of  the  loan. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  poftponed  the  difcuflion  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft- India  Company  to  Monday  fe'nnight. 

Y  a 
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Mr.  GREY  gave  notice,  that  he  fliould,  on  Monday  tho 
6th  of  May,  bring  forward  a  motion  for  a  Parliaipcntary  R^ 
form. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do,  at  itt 
rifing,  adjourn  to  Thurfd^y  next. 

This  produced  a  fliort  converfation. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  it  had  been  generally  un- 
derftood  that  private  bufinefs  would  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  Houfc  until  after  five  o'clock,  and  therefore  he  did  not  at 
tend  until  that  hour,  but  he  heard  with  fome  furprife,  that  the 
rcfolutions  of  the  Committee  of  yefterday  had  been  read  and 
agreed  to,  in  the  midft  of  private  bufinefs ;  this,  he  faid,  was 
unfair  and  uncandid,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  many  gen- 
tlemen would  have  obfervations  to  make  upon  the  report. 
Mr.  Sheridan  maintained  that  the  Commifljon^rs  of  the  Fimd 
for  the  Reduftion  of  the  National  Debt  ought  to  have  been 
Confulted  upon  the  plan  of  the  loan,  and  that  they  might,  if 
they  thought  fit,  advance  for  that  loan  the  fum  which  was  to 
have  been  applied  to  the  reduflion  of  the  debt,  as  mentioned 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  opening  of  the  bud- 
get. [Here  Mr.  Sheridan  recited  part  of  the  aft  by  which  the 
'Fund  for  the  Reduftion  of  the  National  Debt  was  created.] 
His  objeft,  he  faid,  w^s  to  know  what  communication,  if 
any,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  with  the  Commif- 
fionersupon  the  fubjeft  of  this  loan,  previous  to  his  concluding 
the  bargain  with  the  fubfcribers.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  moved, 
**  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  communication  be- 
**  tween  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Commif- 
"  fionerS  for  the  ReduAion  of  the  National  Debt,  and  tho 
^  reafons  affigned  by  them  for  not  having  demanded  the  right 
*'  of  fubfcribing  to  the  prcfent  loan.** 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppofed  the  motion,  and  faid,  that 
the  nature  and  fpirit  of  the  aft  of  Parliament,  by  which  the 
power  of  the  Commiflioners  was  created,  did  not  warrant  the 
conflrudion  put  upon  it  by  the  honourable  gentleman* 

Mr.  GREY  complained  alfo  of  the  unfairnefs  with  which 
the  report  of  the  Committee  upon  the  loan  had  been  paflfed 
through  the  Houfe  in  the  middle  of  private  bufinefs,  when  no 
gentleman  thougljt  of  attending.  He  thought  it  extremely  im- 
proper, that  public  bufinefs  (hould  be  dtfpofed  of  in  this  man* 
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ner.  He  came  down  to  the  lioufe  at  four  o'clock,  and  was-^ 
aflfured  that  public  bufinefs  would  not  come  on  for  a  confider- 
able  time,  for  that  there  wasacommiiSon  forgiving  the  Royal 
afient  to  feveral  bills  ;  in  confequence  of  this  he  wei  t  up  ftairs; 
and  in  the  interval  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  brought 
up,  read,  and  agreed  to :  the  Public  would  foroi  their  opinion 
upon  this  matter. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  difclaimcd  all  ideas  of  wifliing  to 
pafs  any  meafure  of  importance  through  the  Houfe  unfairly, 
or  by  furprife ;  and  as  to  the  public  opinion  upon  this  fubje^, 
be  faid/  he  was  perfedly  contented  it  ihould  be  impartially^ 
formed  ;  but  he  believed  this  debate  was  brought  on  for  a  very 
different  pu  rpbfe. 

A  fliort  converfation  took  place  between  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Ryder,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.' 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfe,  that  private  bufmefs 
was  proceeded  on  until  within  twenty-five  minutes  of  fivo 
o'clock,  and  that  then  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  loan 
was  brought  up,  read,  and  agreed  to  \  after  which  the  gentle* 
man  U  (her  of  the  Black  Rod  came  to  announce  thecommiflion 
for  the  Royal  aflent.  There  was  more  private  bufinefs  to  be 
gone  through.  It  was  then  underftood  that  in  future  the  Chair 
(hall  be  taken  at  three  before  the  Eafter  recefs,  and  half  after 
three  after  Eafler^  and  private  bufinefs  (hould  be  over  at  half 
after  four.  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  was  then  put  and  nega>* 
tived- 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  bill  for  the  more  cfFeftually  preventing, 
during  the  war,  all  traitorous  correfpondence  with  the  King's 
enemies.  On  the  firft  claufe,  which  enaSs,  that  from  the 
2oth  of  April  next,  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  if  any  perfon  refiding  in 
Great  Britain,  knowingly  and  wilfully,  (hall,  on  his  own  ac- 
count, or  credit,  or  on  the  account  or  credit,  or  by  the  di* 
fe£lion  of  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  whomfoever,  or  whcrci- 
foever  rcfident,  fell,  fupply,  or  deliver,  or  fend  for  the  purpofe 
cf  being  fold,  fupplied,  or  delivered,  or  (hall  agree  to  fell,  'or 
deliver,  ice,  (hall  be  guilty.  It  was  propofed  to  leave  out  the 
words—"  (hall  agree  to  fell,  or  deliver." 

The  cjueftioij  being  put  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  the  Chairnia» 
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of  the  Committee,  Grangers  were,  as  ufual,  ordered  to  with- 
draw. 

In  the  interval  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  had  not  been  in 
the  Hoiife  when  the  queftion  was  put,  entered,  and  fcated 
thtinfelves  on  the  min>fterial  lide, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  infifted,  that  as  they  were  not  prefent 
when  the  queftion  was  put,  they  were  not  intitledto  vote. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  contended,  that  the  queftion  having  been 
put  before  the  galkry  was  cleared,  it  ought  lo  be  put  again. 

This  brought  on  a  long  converfation  on  the  point  of  order, 
which, the  Speaker  at  laft  decided  in  favour  of  Mr.  Sheridan, 
laying  it  dpwn  as  the  old  eftablilhed  rule',  that  the  queftion 
might  be  put  either  before  the  gallery  was  cleared  or.  after, 
and  that  being  once  put,  thofe  who  were  not  in  the  body  of 
the  Houfe  at  the  time,  could  not  be  permitted  to  vote. 

The  gentlemen  who  came  in  after  the  queftion  was  put, 
were  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  the  Conimittee  divided. 
For  leaving  out  the  words,  27  ;  Againft  it,  51. 

In  the  difpute  on  the  point  of  order,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved  that  the  gallery  doors  be  kept  (hut  during 
the  reft  of  the  debate.  They  were  kept  (hut  accordingly ;  and 
the  firft  claufe  of  the  bill  was  very  warmly  debated  on  almoft 
every  point. 

In  the  Committee,  after  the  ftrangers  had  withdrawn,  two 
amendments  took  place. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  propofed  to  except  cloth  from  the 
articles  enumerated  in  tho  firft  claufe.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  objeded,  that  r.s  the  French  troof)s  were  fuffering 
very  much  for  want  of  clothes,  no  one  article  could  it  be  of 
mqrc  importance  to  prevent  their  being  fupplied  with  than 
cloth.  Mr.  Wilberforce  replied  that  the  manqfafturers  of 
Yorkfliire  had  prepared  great  quantities  uf  coaffe  cloth  in  con^ 
iequence  of  the  demand  from  France,  which,  without  tht 
amendment  he  propofed,  muft  lie  upon  their  hands,  as  it  was 
fit  only  for  the  French  market.    The  amendment  was  adopted, 

Mr.  R.  SMITH,  on  behalf  of  his  conftituents  at  Notting- 
ham, pleaded  for  ftockin^s,  for  which  purpofe  alfo  an  amend- 
ment was  made. 

Mr.   SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  a^  the  Chancellor  of  the  . 
Exchequer  had  been  fo  generous  ^s  to  allow  the  French  co^ts 
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to  their  backs  and  {lockings  to  their  legs,  he  might  as  w^ll  let 
them  have  a  few  boots  and  (hoes  frbmliis  conftituents  at  Staf- 
ford, and  moved  an  amendment  to  that  efFeft ;  but  the  amend- 
ment was  rejeded.  • 

About  ten   o'clock,    a  fecond  divifion  took  place  on  an 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  to  fecure  the  intereft  of 
the  foreign  proprietors  in  the  Britifh  fimds. 
Ayes,  34.;  Noes,  113. 

Mr.  FOX  then  went  over  the  objcdions  to  the  whole  claufe, 
and  the  reigning  contempt  of  the  Britifh  Conftiiutiop,  which 
pervaded  every  part  of  it.  He  obferved  that  the  extraordinary 
powers  which  it  granted  to  Minifters  were  only  a  fequel  of  thof« 
granted  by  the  alien  bill — powers  arbitrary  and  defpotic,  be- 
caufe  without  refponfibility — powers  which  no  good  man 
would  aik  for,  or  accept  if  offered  to  him.  He  animadverted 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  powers  granted  by  the  alien  bill 
had  been  exercifed,  to  the  didrefs,  perhaps  the  ruin  of  indivi- 
duals, without  an  opportunity  of  anfwering  the  charges  alledg- 
ed  againfl  t|iem,  or  being  confronted  with  their  accufers, 
while  other  perfons,  more  dangerous,  remained  unmolefted, 
becaufe  private  malice  was  not  fo  aftive  againft  them ;  or  were 
fufFered  to  remain  in  the  countfy  from  having  means  of  repel- 
ling the  allegations  to  their  difadvantage.  He  lamented  the 
daily  invafions  of  the  Conditution  by  fuch  bills,  which,  if 
worth  fighting  for  againft  foreign  enemies,  was  furely  worth 
defending  in  Parliament ;  and  ridiculed  the  exclufion.of  ftran- 
gcrs,  as  a  vain  attempt  to  prevent  the  difouffion  of  fuch  a 
mcafure  from  being  as  earncftty  attended  to  as  that  of  any 
other. 
-    Mr.  W.  GRANT  anfwered,  and  Mr.  FOX  replied. 

Went  through  the  firft  claufeof  the  bill  and  adjourned. 

^Thurfday,  4th  April. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  gave  notice,  that  he  would  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  a  motion  relative  to  the 
fituation  of  certain  unfortunate  perfons  who  had  been  confined 
in  gaol  at  Nottingham  for  no  lefs  than  nine  years,  on  account 
of  foiling  under  the  cenfuie  of  an  Ecclefiaflical  Court. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  going  into  a  Committee 
•f  the  whole  Houfe^  to  confider  farther  of  tho  traitorous  corre- 
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fpondence  bill,  the  Speaker  left  the  chairs  and  'Mr«  Hobart 
took  his  feat  at  the  table. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (after  mentioning  that  the  firft  claufe 
liad  been  already  gone  through  in  the  Committee)  proceeded 
to  read  the  fecond  claiifc  of  the  bill;  and  baring  iiniihed  that 
part  of  the  claufe  which  prohibits,  under  the  pain  of  treafon^ 
the  purchafe,  &c.  of  lands  in  France, 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  meant  to 
propofe  an  amendment  to  the  claufe,  for  tHe  purpofe  of  limit- 
ing its  prohibitions  folcly  to  the  purchafing  or  agreeing  to  pur- 
chafe lands  in  the  dominions  of  France,  by  omitting  altogether 
the  other  prohibitions  contained  iti  the  claufe  as  to  the  purchafe 
of  adignats,  &c. 

Mr.  ADAM  dated,  that  as  by  the  propofed  amendment, 
the  claufe  would  be  rendered  perfeftly  nugatory,  he  would  ra- 
ther* hope  that  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  fthe  Soli- 
citor General)  would  agree  to  amend  it,  as  he  had  done  fome 
other  claufes,  by  a  total  omiflion  of  it:  but,  if  it  was  meant 
to  be  perfifted  in,  even  under  the  limitation  which  had  been 
propofed,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee,-  that 
there  were  certain  clafles  of  perfons  who  would  be  put,  by  it, 
into  a  (ituation  of  very  peculiar  and  unjud  hardfliip ;  he  meant 
perfons  who,  with  the  mod  honed  intentions  towards  this 
country,  may  have  purchafed  into  the  French  funds  prior  to 
any  rupture,  or  profpedl  of  rupture  betwixt  the  two  countries, 
and  alfofuch  perfons  as,  by  marriage  or  inheritance,  may  have 
acquired  property  in  ihefe  funds :  perfons  fo  pofleflcd  of  pro- 
perty in  the  funds  of  France  would  be  obliged,  in  confequence 
of  exiding  regulations  there,  to  commute  the  fame  for  land  ; 
whereby  the  effcft  of  the  prefent  bill  would  be  to  fubjeft  inno- 
cent individuals  either  to  the  total  lofs  of  their  property,  or  to 
the  incurring  the  pains  of  treafon. 

Major  MAITLAND  obferved,  tliat  under  the  operation  of 
the  Alien  bill,  it  could  not  be  fuppofedthat  any  Frenchman, 
who  was  not  truly  meritorious,  would  be  allowed  to  remain  , 
in  this  country,  and  that  it  would  be  cruel  and  unjud  in  the  ex- 
treme, to  prohibit  a  Frenchman  of  this  defcription,  refident  in. 
Great  Britain,  and  who  may  have  funds  in  France,  from  lay- 
ing  them  out  in  the  purchafe  of  land  there,  perhaps  in  rc-pur- 
chafing  hit  own  property. 
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Mr.  FOX  fkid>  that  every  part  of  the  prefent  bill  appeared 
to  him  Co  pfiegnant  with  mifchief  and  abfurdity,  that  he  could 
han&y  objeft  to  the  omiflion  of  any  part  of  it ;  he  could  not 
however  help  obferving  that,  when  it  was  recoUefled  what 
had  been  the  pretence  held  out  as  to  the  neceifity  of  prohibiting 
the  purchafe  6{  lands  in  Francei  viz.  the  preventing  the  Go- 
vernment of  France  from  procuring  money  by  the  fale  of  lands 
for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  them  to  carry  on  the  war — it  was 
truly  a  moft  curious  and  extraordinary  circumftance,  that  a 
proportion  ihould  come  from  the  honourable  aiid  learned  gen- 
tleman on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  allow  the  moft  direft, 
speedy  and  efficient  fupply  to  be  given  to  the  French  Govern  • 
ment  by  purchafing  in  the  French  funds,  or  fubfciibing  to  a 
knni  and  to  limit  the  prohibition  folely  to  the  purchafe  of 
land,  which  mnft  be  admitted  to  be  a  much  more  circuitous 
mode  of  affording  them  fuch  fupply. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  had  by  no 
means  .been  iaduced  to  give  up  the  other  prohibitions  from 
any  idea  that  the  priiKiple  of  the  bill  did  not  apply  to  them> 
but  from  find'mg  tfiat  various  difficulties  occurred  as  to  the  exe- 
cution of  them. 

A  good  deal  of  farther  converfation  took  place,  after  whicli 
the  aooendment,  as  to  leaving  out  all  the  prohibitions  in  the 
dauie,  except  what  related  to  the  purchafe,  &c.  of  lands  in 
France,  was  agreed  to :  afterwards,  on  a  fubfequent  part  of 
the  cUnife,  which  ena&d  that,  ^'  if  any  perfon,  beings  fub- 
'*  jtSt  of  His  Majefty,  and  out  of  His  Majefty's  dominions, 
**  (hall  in  any  fuch  manner  as  aforefaid,  make,  &c.  any  fuch 
*^  buying,  &c.  and  (hall  afterwards  voluntarily  return  or  come 
•*  to  Great  Britain,  every  fuch  perfon  fo  returning  or  coming 
''  to  Great  Britain,  being  thereof  convicted  or  attainted  by 
<<  due  courfe  of  law,  (ball  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be 
**  guilty  of  high  treafon,  &c." 

Mr.  FOX  argued,  in  very  forcible  terms,  that  the  claufe, 
as  it  ftood,  involved  the  groffeft  injuftice  and  abfurdity  with 
refpeA  to  His  Majefty's  fubjefts  of  Ireland;  for  if  an  Irifli- 
man  in  Ireland,  were  to  treat  for  the  purchafe  of  lands  in 
France,  he  would  do  fo  with  perfeft  innocence,  and  would  be 
liable  to  no  puniihment  on  coming  into  Britain;  but  were  he 
to  go  abroad  out  of  the  King's  dominions,  for  inftance  to  Ham* 
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bnrgh,  in  order  to  conclude  the  tranfa£lion  previoufly  fettled 
and  agreed  upon,  and  (hould  afterwards  come  into  Britain, 
the  penalties  of  treafon  would  inftantly  attach  upon  him:-— 
Where  guilt  was  previoufly  incurred,  the  coming  into  this 
country  might  bring  the  guilty  peffon  within  reach  of  punifh- 
ment ;  but  that  an  aftion,  innocent  or  indifferent  when  com- 
mitted, ihould  change  its  nature,  and  become  fubjeft  to  pu- 
nifliment  from  the  mere  change  of  place,  was  in  direft  oppo- 
,  fition  to  every  principle  both  of  reafon  and  of  criminal  law. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  a  few  words  in  vindication  of 
that  part  of  the  claufe  which  had  been  juft  obje&ed  to,  and 
faid  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  juft  in  its  principle,  and  ex- 
prefled  with  fufficient  precision. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  objedted,  in  ftrong  terms,  to  this  part  of 
the  claufe;  which,  >  after  fome  farther  converfation,  was  agreed  . 
to. 

A  converfation  afterwards  took  place  between  the  Solicitor 
General,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Anftruther  and  Mr.  Jenkihfbn, 
oa  the  one  fide ;  and  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Adam, 
Mr.  Grey,  Major  Maitland  and  Mr.  Francis,  on  the  other, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  extending  the  pains  of  treafon  to  a  breach 
of  the  prohibitions  contained  in  this  claufe,  &c. 

The  queftion  being  then  put,  that  the  claufe,  as  amended, 
fhould  ftand  part  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  give  his  ne- 
gative to  the  claufe ;  for  nothing  appeared  to  him  more  mif- 
chievous,  than-  to  confound  the  moral  fenfe,  by  inflifting  fe- 
vere  punifhments  on  the  more  innocent  and  inoffenfive  a6ls  ; 
while  thofe  which  were  in  a  greater  degree  hurtful  and  dan- 
gerous, were  entirely  pafled  over:  As  the  claufe  was  now  li- 
mited, he  was  convinced  it  could  be  perfifted  in  for  no  other 
reafon,  than  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houle 
having  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  moft  ofFenfive  parts  of  the 
bill,  thought  it  ruther  too  much  to  give  up  the  whole. 

Major  MAITLAND  alfo  oppofed  the  claufe,  which,  he 

faid,  was  only  leaving  the  fliadow,  when  the  fubftancc  was 
given  up. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  entirely  agreed  with  his  honourable 
friends.  He  thought  the  claufe,  as*  now  amended,  fo  per— 
fedly  nugatory,  that  it  would  be  much  like  prohibiting  a  gar- 
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dener  to  lay  out  a  garden,  and  make  hotbeds,  &c*  in  Lapland* 
In  fad,  the  prefent  bill,  as  it  now  flood,  inflead  of  bearing 
its  prefent  title,  ought  to  be  called  a  bill  to  authorife  Britifh 
fubjeds  to  clothe  the  French  army  with  woollen  cloth,  and  to 
prohibit  their  felling  them  a  pair  of  boots,  under  the  pains  of 
treafon. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  in  favour  of  the  claufe,        -        ^^ 

Noes  -  -  •  19  ^ 

Majority  58 

On  the  third  claufe,  which  prohibits  any  fubjedl  of  His  Ma- 
jcfty  from  voluntarily  going  or  repairing,  or  embarking  in  any 
veflel  with  an  intent  to  go  or  repair  from  any  place  in  Great 
Britain  into  France,  &c,  without  licence  from  His  Majefty 
under  his  Tign  manual,  or  by  order  in  Council  or  Proclama- 
tion firft  had  and  obtained ;  the  following  words  were  added, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Curwin,  yiz.  "  Such  licence  being 
**  fubjecEl  to  no  fee  or  charge  whatfOever  :'*  And,  after  fomc 
.  Gonverfation  betwixt  Major  Maitland,  the  Solicitor  General, 
Mr.  Anftruther,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Whitbrcad,  &c.  as  to  allow- 
ing the  licences  to  be  limited  to  a  particular  time  and  place, 
the  claufe  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifien. 

The  claufe  which  went  to  prohibit  the  return  into  this 
country  of  any  of  His  Majcfty's  fubjeSs  without  his  leave, 
being  read  for  the  purpofe  of  negativing  the  claufe, 

Mr.  WHITBREAD,  jua.  faid,  he  thought  the  claufe  fo 
deteftable,  that  even  in  its  death  he  could  not  help  taking  no- 
tice of  its  chara6ter ;  he  could  not  allow  it  the  benefit  of  the 
old  charitable  fentence,  V^f  mortuisnil  viji  bonum;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  Ihould  apply  to  it  the  lines  written  on  a  tombftont 
in  Weftminfter  Abbey, 

"  Lie  ftill  if  you  are  wife, 

«  You'll  be  damn'd  if  you  rife." 

But  this  was  not  all;  he  had  a  queftion  to  afk'the  Solicitor 
General,  and  it  arofe  out  of  this  claufe,  although  it  was  to  be 
negatived.  The  reafons  afTigned  by  the  gentlemen  who  brought 
m  this  bill  for  negativing  this  claufe,  made  his  queflion  necef- 
fary.    They  had  infmuated  that  the  claufe  ¥«is  not  ftridly  ne-* 


17a  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793. 

ceiTary  to  die  purpofe  ivhich  it  tended  to  fupport,  aft  His  Ma« 
jcfty  by  proclamation  could  order  what  was '  neceffiiry  for  the 
iafety  of  the  ftate.    A  proclamation  had  iffiied  to  that  eSoBt, 
forbidding,  for  a  time>  fubjeds  of  this  eountry  from  tetuming 
into  it,  under  certain  rcftridions.     Mr.  Whitbiead  wi(hed  to 
know  of  the  Solicitor  General,  whether  the  King  was  em. 
powered  by  law  to  ilTue  any  proclamation,  forbidding  the  re* 
turn  into«ti;iis  country  of  any  one  of  the  Aibje£ls  of  it  not  con* 
Ti£led  of  a  crime?     Had  the  King  of  England  the  power,  by 
law,  to  hinder  the  return  of  fuch  a  man  to  his  native  country  ?  ^ 
The  queftion  he  thought  neceflary  to  be  determined  before  the 
claufe  now  before  the  Committee  was  negatived,  becaufe  they 
Ihould  take  care  upon  that  negative  not  to  give  an  oblique  (anc- 
tion  to  a  principle  of  tyranny,  much  more  dangerous  even 
than  the  cWoSt  could  be  of  paffing  the  claufe  itfelf ;   he  had 
heard  that  a  proclamation  to  this  effect  had  pafled  with  regard 
to  certain  perfons  lately  arrived  from  France  at  Dover,  but  he 
had  not  read  it;  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  Law  Officer 
of  the  Crown  would  fay  nhat  fuch  a  proclamation  was  war- 
ranted by  the  law  of  England  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  laid,  that  with  refpeft  to 
the  proclamation  in  queftion,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a 
little  miftaken,  as  to  its  extent.  With  refpe6l  to  the  legal 
point  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded,  certainly 
His  Majefty  had  a  right  to  make  a  regulation  upon  the  general 
policy  of  this  country. 

Mr.  FOX  reprobated  thefe  expreflions,  and  proceeded  to  re* 
fute  the  principle  which  they  appeared  to  him  to  iupport.  He 
.  faid  that  he  had,  ever  fmce  he  thought  upon  the  fubje£l,  wholly 
and  entirely  mifundcrftood  the  law — if  the  King  had  the  power 
which  the  anfwer  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  in* 
fmuated«M»tf  the  King  had  the  right  of  preventing  any  perfen . 
fs^tax  returning  to  this  country,  under  the  fpecious  maik  of  re- 
gulating its  general  policy,  he  had  in  faft  the  power  of  expel* 
ling  from  his  native  land,  for  ever,  any  perfon  he  might  think 
proper.  He  knew,  in  fad,  the  King  had  no  fuch  power,  and 
therefore  it  was  he  rofe  to  make  thefe  obfervations,  and  to  defy 
any  man  in  that  Houfe  to  prove  that  the  King  of  England  had 
by  law  a  right  to  fay  to  any  fubjeft,  not  conviSed  of  an  offence 
againft  the  law—"  You  (hall  not  return  to  Great  Britain  with- 
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<«  out  a  pft{]^>ott  from  me."  If  the  King  had  ever,  if  the  tCing 
ihoold  ever,  iflue  a  proclamation  to  that  effed,  he  would  fay, 
and  maintain,  without  the  lead  fear  of  the  colour  of  refutation 
by  argument,  that  fuch  a  proclamation  was,  and  would  be,  ir- 
f^kur,  illegal,  and  highly  unconftitutional.  He  believed^ 
that  if  the  tranfaAion  alluded  to,  and  which  happened  at  Do- 
ver, fhould  ever  be  fairly  canvaiTed,  it  would  be  found  to  be  a 
ihameful  violation  of  the  law  of  this  country,  and  a  revival  of 
the  principle  of  the  claufe  which  had  juft  been  read,  a  principle 
which  would,  to  a  certain  degree,  attach  fhame,  fcandal,  and 
difgrace  on  that  Houfe  for  having  once  given  to  it  the  colour  of 
a  ian£Uon,  by  giving  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  which  contained  a 
claufe  to  favour  it.  The  King  had  a  right  to  regulate  points 
(rf*  general  policy  in  this  country. — Had  he  indeed !  Had  he  a 
ri^ttofay  to  an  Englilhman,  ^*  You  (hall  not  return  to  England 
^'  without  my  paflport  i**  If  he  had,  then  it  was  high  time 
lo  examine  into  the  expediency  of  fuffering  fuch  a  prerogative 
to  continue — high  time  to  inquire  whether  fome  means  could 
not  be  devifed  to  limit  the  extent,  and  regulate  the  exercife,  of 
that  prerogative.  But,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  I  am  fure  he  has  not, 
and  never  will  have,  unlefs  this  Houfe  ihall  fcandaloullynegleft 
its  duty ;  but  I  wifli  the  Solicitor  General  would  have  the  good«^ 
ncls  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  thofe  ambiguous  words  which 
he  gave  in  anfwer  to  fo  very  plain  a  queftion,  and  that  he 
would  not  leave  us  under  fo  juft  a  terror  for  the  fate  of  the  con-- 
ftitution  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
the  fubjed  now  before  the  Committee  warranted  the  attack 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made  upon  the  pro* 
clamation  to  which  he  had  alluded.  The  queftion  before  the 
Committee  now  was,  whether  the  claufe  they  had  juft  heard 
lead  fliould  be  agreed  to  or  negatived  ?  upon  which  there  was 
no  difierence  of  opinion,  and  upon  which,  therefore,  in  point 
€if  regularity,  there  ought  to  have  been  no  debate.  As  to  the 
fubjed  of  the  proclamation,  as  it  was  not  before  the  Houfe» 
he  could  not  fee  how  that  could  be  regularly  debated,  and 
therefore  he  (hould  advife  the  Committee  to  difmifs,  for  the 
prefent,  all  attention  to  that  fubjeft.  Here  he  entered  into  a. 
recital  of  the  proclamation.  He  then  obfervcd,  that  the  pro- 
clamation appeared  in  the  Gazette,  butthat  the  gentlemen  who. 
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had  been  pleafed  to  treat  it  as  an  illegal^  irregular,  and  highlj 
unconftitutional  meafure,  had  themfelves  not  read  it ;  a  pretty 
tolerable  proof  that  their  cenfure  of  it  was,  at  lead,  a  little 
premature.  He  hoped,  however,  that  they  would  read  it,  and 
that  if  they  were  ferioos  in  the  objeSions  which  they  flarted 
againft  it,  before  they  were  acquainted  with  its  contents,  they 
would  (hew  their  fmceriiy  in  moving  for  it  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houfc,  and  chufe  a  day  for  the  difcuffion  of  it.  He  then  jufti- 
fied  the  anfwerof  the  Solicitor  General,  at  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  difcovered  fo  much  indignation,  and 
concluded  with  explaining  again  the  nature  of  the  piroclania- 
tion. 

Mr.  FOX  again  maintained  that  the  words  of  the  Solictor 
General  tended  in  efFeft  to  convey  to  theHoufe  the  molt  odious 
and  deteftable  principle,  and  fuch  as  he  was  fure  did  not  belong 
to  the  conftitution  of  this  country.  He  would  fay  they  were 
material  words,  for  the  words  of  any  high  law  authority  in  that 
Houfe  were  always  important,  and  would  be  dangerous,  if  not 
refuted  when  they  were  wrt)ng,  becaufe  they  would  form,  as 
it  were,  a  fort  of  precedent  by  acquiefcence  ;  they  were  words 
at  which  he  was  juftly  alarmed,  when  he  compared  them  with 
the  plain  queftion  to  which  they  were  an  anfwer.  I  fay,  faid 
Mr.  Fox,  I  am  juftly  alarmed  when  I  hear  fuch  fentiments 
from  fuch  a  quarter,  for  it  is  not  his  own  opinion  merely  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  fpeaking.  I  fay  that  I  am  juftly 
alarmed  for  the  liberties  of  my  country,  when  fuch  exploded 
doArines  upon  the  King's  prerogatives  are  attempted  to  be  re- 
vived ;  dodrines,  to  explode  which,  the  beft  treafure  of  this 
country  was  expended,  and  the  pureft  blood  flied.  He  faid, 
he  was  fure  that  the  obfervation  of  the  learned  gentleman  upon 
the  King's  prerogative  was  worfe  than  the  claufe  which  he  gave 
up-^a  claufe  which  he  would  have  had  gone  out  of  that  Houfe 
with  the  ftigma  that  belonged  to  it ;  but  the  claufe  was  to  he 
fuperfeded  6y  doftrines  worfe  than  its  contents.  At  thefe  at- 
tempts it  was  high  time  to  be  alarmed. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  this  claufe  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  proceeded  through  other  claufea  in  this  bill, 
adopting  many  alterations,  until  they  came  to  the  laft,  upoa 
which,  on  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Adam,  and  the  motion  of  Mb^ 
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Foz>  the  Chairman  reported  prbgrefs,  aflced  leave  to  fit  again, 
and  the  Houfe  ordered  a  fahher  Committee  upon  this  bill  to-> 
morrow.     Adjourned. 

Friday^  ^ih  April. 

A  Houfe  was  formed  at  four  o'clock,  and  fome  private  bufi- 
ncfs  was  gone  through ;  but  about  half  after  four,  Mr.  Caw- 
thorne  made  a  motion  upon  a  private  bill,  which  occafioned  a 
divifion,  and,  on  counting  the  numbers,  there  appeared  only 
twenty-feven  Members  in  the  Houfe.  An  adjournment  took 
place  o^  courfe. 

Saturday,  Sth  ApriL 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  to  confider 
farther  on  the  traitorous  correfpondence  bill. 

Mr.  FOX  wiflied  to  know  whether,  after  the  news  arrived 
this  morning,  it  would  be  deemed  prudent  to  proceed  farther 
in  this  bill  to-day,  as  perhaps  the  whole  might  be  unneccfTary. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  he  undcrftood  that 
the  bill  was  to  be  proceeded  in  this  day,  and  that  there  was  a 
general  underftanding  to  that  efFe(^,  and  therefore  he  hoped 
that  there  would  be  no  farther  delay. 

Mr.  ADAM  faid,  that  there  was  not  any  general  under* 
flanding  that  this  fubjcd  was  to  be  brought  forward  this  day. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  as  this  bill  was  ftated  by  its  fupporters 
to  be  founded  only  on  ftate  neceflity,  he  therefore  thought  that 
from  the  general  importance  of  the  fubje(^t,  the  nature  of  the 
queftion,  and  the  fituation  of  affairs  upon  the  continent,  there 
would  not  appear  to  the  Houfe  any  reafon  for  extraordinary 
difpatch  in  the  prefcnt  bill. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  news  which  had  arrived  this  morn- 
ing, and  generally  believed,  would,  if  true,  render  the  whole 
bill  unneceffary,  and  therefore  he  thonglit  it  unneceflary  to 
proceed  upon  it  now.  The  exprefTibn  "  Perfons  who  exer- 
**  cife  the  Government  of  France,"  which,  by  the  way,  al- 
moft  pervaded  the  whole  bill,  would  be  nugatory  if  the  lall  ac- 
counts were  true,  and  therefore  he  faw  no  reafon  for  purl'uing 
this  bill  in  hafte ;  and  that  would  certainly  be  the  cafe  if  they 
proceeded  on  it  on  Saturday  j  he  therefore  moved  that  inftead 
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of  now,  the  Houfe  (hould  refiilve  itfdf  into  a  Committee  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  reminded  the  Houfe  that  the  queftioa 
did  not  involve  any  confideration  relative  to  the  Government  of 
France,  but  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  the  bill  in  agitation. 
There  was  no  precife  knowledge  of  events  upon  the  Continent^ 
for  any  information  as  to  the  extent  of  them»  that  ought  to 
Induce  the  Houfe  to  abate  in  diligence  on  the  prefent  fubjed:. 
If  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe  ihould  be  found  from  circum* 
ftances  to  be  unneceflary,  it  might  be  flopped  in  any  of  its  fu- 
ture ftages ;  thefe  were  points  to  be  difcuifed  hereafter,  but  not 
to  be  difcuflcd  now. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Adam^ 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fox  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill,  and 
after  fome  converfation  between  Mr.  .Adam,  Sir  Adam  Fer- 
gufon  and  the  Solicitor  General,  feveral' amendments  were 
made  in  the  laft  claufe.  The  whole  bill  then  pafled  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  the  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  on  Monday.     Adjourned. 

Monday i  Sth  April, 

Mr.  SMITH  prefented  a  petition  on  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  complaining  ixi  ftrong 
language  of  the  ruin  of  trade  and  other  dreadful  dkOs  of  the 
prefent  war,  and  praying  that  means  might  be  taken  to  put  an 
end  to  it  as  fpgsdily  as  poiTible,  &c. — Ordered  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  report  of  the  bill  for  preventing  traitorous  correfpon- 
dcnce  with  France  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Hobart,  and  the 
amendments  made  in  the  Committee  were  read.  When  the 
claufe  was  read,  which  fixed  the  20th  inftant  as  the  period  on 
which  the  operation  of  the  bill  was  to  commence, 

Mr.  ADAM  obferved  that  the  20th  was  by  much  too  early 
a  day;  and  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would  be  of  the  fame  opinion, 
when  it  confidered  that  this  was  the  8th  day  of  the  month; 
that  the  third  reading  could  not  take  place  till  the  9th  or  ioth» 
and  that  probably  the  bill  could  not  be  carried  up  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  before  the  nth;  that  it  was  very  likely  their  Lord- 
Ihips  would  not  go  through  it  without  much  ferious  delibera^ 
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tion  ;  and  that  very  poffibly  the  20th  of  April  would  be  paft 
before  the  bill  could  re.  cive  the  Royal  aflent,  and  confequently 
before  the  Public,  in  diftant  parts  of  the  country,  could  be  ap- 
prized of  its  having  received  it.  It  was  therefore  his  intention 
to  move  for  a  more  diftant  day  than  the  2cth,  unlefsthe  learned  . 
'framer  of  the  bill  would  fave  him  the  trouble,  by  propofing  of 
his  own  accord  a  later  period. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fald,  it  was  his  intention 
to  move  an  amendment,  which  he  hoped  would  mw:t  tii?  wi  flies 
of  the  learned  Member,  by  propofing  thai  the  bill  fhouM  begin 
to  operate  at  different  periods,  in  different  purts  of  tiie  world, 
proportioned  to  their  diftance  from  Great  l-ri rain.  The  pe- 
riods Rated  were  the  aoth  of  April  for  Great  Britain*  2oth  of 
May  for  Europe  and  all  places  on  this  fide  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  the  20th  of  July  for  all  parts  of  the  world  beyoild 
the  Cape. 

The  amendment  was  moved,  and  carried  without  a  divifion. 

When  the  claufe  was  read,  which  gives  power  to  the  Crown 
to  bring  on  the  trial  of  perfons  accufcd  of  treafon  under  this 
aft,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  though  it  fhould  have  been 
committed  in  any  other  couqty,  ' 

Mr.  ADAM  very  ftrongly  oppofed  it,  as  extremely  oppref- 
five  to  the  accufed,  and  fubverfive  of  a  general  principle  of 
law.  He  obferved,  that  by  the  common  law,  a  man  ought  to^ 
be  tried  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  and  for  this  very  gooc]^ea- 
foh,  that  jurors  taken  from  the  neighbourhood  muft  be  fuppofed 
to  be  beft  acquainted  with  the  charafters  of  the  accufed,  and  . 
of  the  witneiTes.  But  by  the  prefent  claufe  a  man  might  be 
brought  from  Cornwall  or  Cumberland  to  be  tried  by  a  Mid- 
dlefex Jury,  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  parties  concerned ; 
and  be  put  to  the  expence  of  bringing  witnefles  from  thofe 
diftant  parts  to  Weftminfter,  when  the  ends  of  juftice  as  to 
the  Public  might  be  as  well  anfwered,  and  as  to  the  individual 
much  better  by  a  Jury  of  the  county  in  which  the  treafonable 
aft  was  faid  to  have  been  committed.  He  knew  the  Attorney 
General  could  at  any  time,  by  his  bare  prerogative,  and  with- 
out the  aid  of  an  a£l  of  Parliament,  infift  upon  a  trial  at  bar, 
and  thus  bring  the  accufed  before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
at  Weftminfter,  from  any  part  of  the  kingdom ;  but  this  was 
a  prerogative  which  an  Attorney  General  would  not  be  very 
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ready  to  cxercife,  as  his  own  pcrfonal  cliara'-'tlcr  mufl:  anfwer 
fnr  whatever  (hould  be  deemed  by  the  Public  an  aft  of  hard- 
Onp  and  ftretoh  of  power  again  ft  an  individual ;  but  if  a  fpecial 
act   of  Parliament  abfolutcly  authorized  fuch  a  meafure,  the 
rclp..  nflbility  <ji  the  Auorney  General's  characler  would  be  out 
of  the  qucdiop.,  and  many  an  individual  might  be  expofcd  to 
hardiliips  very   nearly   allied   to  oppreflion.     A  trial  at  bar, 
wliich  of  courfe  would  bring  the  parties  concerned  from  their 
ovv  n  counties  to  Weftminftcr,  was,  in  criminal  matters,  very 
much  difcountenanced  by  the  Judges.     Two  applications  for 
fuch  a  trial  wrt-e  made,  one*  in  the  time  of  Lord  Mansfield, 
the  other  in  that  of  Lord  Kenyon  ;  the  parties  who  were  to  be 
tried  were  perfons  who  had  attempted  to  bre^k  out  of  the  King's- 
bench  Prifon:  and  though  the  queftion  was  only  whether  they 
Ihould  be  tried  on  the  Surry  or  the  Middlcfex  fide  of  the  river 
Thames,  yet  the  Court  on  both  occafions  refufed  to  grant  a 
trial  at  bar,  and  was  influenced  on  thefe  two  occafions  by  the 
principle  which  he  had  already  laid  down.     It  might  therefore 
be  well  prefumed,  that  had  the  diftancc  between  Surry,  from 
which  the  witnefles  were   to  be  brought,    and   Middlefex, 
which  was  to  furnifh  the  Jury,  been  greater,  the  oppofition  of 
the  Court  to  a  motion  for  a  trial  at  bar  would  not  have  been 
lefs  determined.     Here  he  obferved  that  the  motion  for  fuch 
trial  was  made  in  the  name  of  the  accufed  ^  and  yet  the  Court 
would  not  grant  it;  it;  was  fair  alfo  to  infer  from  this,  that  if 
the  Court  could  overrule  the  prerogative  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, which  it  could  not,  it  would  be  as  little  inclined  to  al- 
low a  trial  at  bar  at  the  defire  of  the  public  profecutor,  as  at 
the  prayer  of  the  parties  accufed ;  a  principle  of  law  ought  not 
to  be  facrificed  to  either.     Mr.  Adam  concluded  by  moving, 
that  in  the  claufe  which  gave  the  Crown  the  power  of  bringing 
the  accufed,    under  this  aft,  to  trial  in  the  county  where  the 
treafon  was  alledged  to  have  been  committed,  or  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  the  words,  '*  or  in  the  county  of  Middlefex," 
Ihould  be  omitted. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  convinced  Mr.  Adam, 
that  in  the  claufe  in  queftion  the  words  to  which  the  motion 
referred  could  not  be  omitted  without  deftroying  even  the 
meaning  of  the  claufe.  The  motion  was  therefore  withdrawn. 
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The  Houfe  having  gone  through  all  the  amendments  made 
In  the  bill  by  the  Committee, 

Mr.  ADAM  faid,  hs  wcuild  then  propole  a  claiife,  of  which ' 
he  had  given  notice  on  a  former  day.     By  the  law  of  high 
treafon  in  general,  every  perfon  acciifcd  of  treafon  is  entitled 
to  be  heard  by  Counfel  on  queftions  of  hQ.  as  well  as  of  law ; 
to  have  a  copy  of  thelndiftment,  and  a  lift  of  the  witnelTes  ten 
days  before  trial ;  by  the  fame  law  no  perfon  acciifed  can  be 
convifted  unlcfs  the  overt  aft  of  treafon  be  proved  by  two 
witnefTef .     But  Parliament  having  made  the  counterfeiting  of 
the  King's  coin,  the  Great  Seal,  &c.  high  treafon,  had  made 
a  diftinftion  between  treafons  of  that  dofcription,  and  trcafons 
againft  the  King's  life,  or  making  war  upon  him,  or  adhering 
to  his  enemies  :  for  a  perfon  accufed  of  counterfeiting  the  coin, 
forinftance,  though  charged  with  high  treafon,  is  not  entitled 
to  a  copy  of  the  indiflment  or  to  a  lift  of  the  witnelfes,  nor  is  it 
Bcccffary  that  the  faS  (hould  be  proved  by  two  witnefles,  nor 
is  Counfel  allowed  to  fpeak  in  behalf  of  the  prifoncr,  except  a 
queftion  of  lavv  (hould  arife.     The  ground  for  this  diftinflion, 
Mr.  Adam  faid,  was,  that  the  latter  kind  of  treafons  did  not 
work  a  corruption  of  blood,  or  a  forfeiture  ot  the  eftate,  of  the 
party  convidcd ;   and  as  the  puniftim.ent  was  the  lefs  fevcre, 
fo  the  aids  allowed  to  the  accufed  for  making  his  defence  were 
alfolefs.     Mr.  Adam  laboured  to  fhew  that  the  diftinftion  did 
not  apply  to  the  a6ls  which  were  to  be  made  treafon  by  the 
prcfent  bill ;  for  tjiey  were  fuch  as  might  be  confidered  as  com- 
ing witMn  that  branch  of  the  ftatute  of  the  25th  of  Edward 
III.  relative  to  "  adhering  to  the  King's  enemies,"  and  con- 
fequently  a  perfon  brought  to  trial  upon  the  prefent  bill,  was, 
in  point  of  reafon,   intitled  to  all   the  aids  which  were  allowed 
by  law  to  perfons  making  their  defence  againft  a  charge  of 
high  treafon.     But  thcfe  aids,  it  feemed,  were  to  be  denied 
under  the  prefent  bill,  for  this  reafon,  that  it  was  not  to  work 
corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  of  eftate  ;  but  the  reafon  did 
not  appear  to  him  to  be  a  found  one,  for  the  Houfe  muft  know, 
that  by  the  7th  of  Queen  Anne  it  was  enadled,  that  corruption 
of  blood  and  forfeiture  of  eftate  (hould  no  longer  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  conviftion  of  high  treafon,  after  the  death  of  the 
then  Pretender  to  the  Crown.     By  the  17th  of  George  II.  the 
period  when  corruption  of  blood  and  forfeiture  (hould  no  longer 
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attach  upon  treafon,  was  removed  to  a  more  diftanttime,  and 
was  to  take  place  at  the  death  of  the  two  fons^of  that  Preten- 
der.    One  of  thefe,  it  was  well  known,  had  died  a  few  years 
ago ;  the  other,  who  was  the  Cardinal  of  York,  was  an  aged 
perfon,  and  at  his  death,  which  could  not,  in  the  courfe  of 
nature,  be  very  diftant,  all  corruption  of  blood  and  forfeiture 
for  high  treafon  were  by  law  to  ceafe  in  England.     And  yet, 
alter  that  period,  a  perfon  accufed  of  high  treafon  would  be 
ftill  intilled  to  all  the  aids  which  he  had  already  mentioned  ;  fo 
that  it  could  not  be  faid  that  thofe  aids  were  allowed  by  law, 
merely  becaufe  the  corruption  and  forfeiture  of  eftate  were 
confequences  of  a  conviction  on  a  chargi  of  high  treafon. — 
Mr.  Adam  argued  to  (hew  that  there  was  no  analod!;y  between 
the  afl:  of  counterfeiting  the  King's  coin,  and,  for  initance,  re- 
mitting money  to  France  during  the  prefcnt  war ;  it  wais  true, 
he  faid,  that  after  the  pading  of  this  bill,  thefe  two  a5ts  would 
in  law  amount  to  high  treafon,  yet  the  latter  alone  could  be 
faid  to  partate  of  the  nafure  of  treafon,  as  it  argued  an  adher- 
iog  to  the  King's  enemies ;  and  the  former  was  allowed  by  all 
able  law  authorities  to  be  rather  a  fpccies  of  traud,  and  what 
was  called  the  crimen  falfi^  than  high  treafon  ;  and  to  have 
been  called  treafon,  only  becaufe  it  was  an  act  in   which  the 
Public  had  a  concern.     As,  therefore,  tli<;fe  treafons  differed 
widely  in  their  nature,  a  diftinftion,  he  contended,  might  well 
be  expefted  in  the  aids  to  be  allowed  to  perfons  indicted,  as  to 
the  means  of  their  defence.     On  thefe  grounds  it  was,  that  he 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  a  claufe,  the  ohjeft  of  which  was 
to  extend  to  perfons  who  fliould  be  tried  under  this  aft,  the  in- 
dulgence allowed  by  the  7th  of  William  II L  and  7th  of  Queen 
Anne,  to  perfons  accufed  of  high  treafon,    under  the  25th  of 
Edward  III. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  oppofed  the  admiffion  of 
the  claufe  ;  he  faid  it  wient  to  open  a  very  wide  difcuflion,  in- 
deed, namely,  whether  all  thofe  aids,  which  the  learned  gen- 
tleman had  enumerated,  as  granted  by  law  to  perfons  accufed 
of  high  treafon,  fhould  alfo  be  allowed  in  cafes  of  felony  ;  for 
though  counterfeiting  the  King's  coin,  for  inftance,  was  in 
name  high  treafon,  it  was,  as  to  its  efFefts  upon  the  bfood  and 
property  of  the  convift,  no  more  than  felony.  He  faid,  he 
had  not  expedcd  that,  when  the  prefent  bill  reduced  the  pe-.* 
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nalty  of  high  trcafon,  with  refpeft  to  perfons  offending  againft 
it,  to  that  which  was  enadled  merely  againft  felons,  a  charge 
ihould  be  brought,  that  it  fubjefted  them  to  hardfhips,  from 
which  they  ought  to  be  relieved  ;  if  the  propofcd  relief  was 
proper  in  this  cafe,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  it  ought  not  to  be 
extended  alfo  to  thofe  who  (hould  hereafter  be  accufed  of  fe- 
lony. 

Mr.  FOX  expreflbd  his  furprife  that  the  learned  gentleman 
Ihould  have  confounded  two  things,  which  in  their  nature  were 
widely  different.     A  copy  of  the  indiftmcnt,  a  lift  of  the  wit- 
nefles,  and  the  aid  of  counfel  in  matters  of  faft  as  well  as  law, 
were  allowed   to  perfons  accufed  of  high  treafon,  but  not  to 
perfons  accufed  of  felony  ;  the  reafon  of  the  difference  was  ob- 
vious ;  profecutions  for  felonies  were  ufually  brought  by  pri- 
vate individuals,  who  could  noj  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  ex- 
traordinary influence  with  either  judges  or  juries  ;  but  profe- 
cutions for  high  treafon  were  always  brought  by  the  Crown  ; 
the  aids,  therefore,   which  the  law  allowed  to  perfons  accufed 
of  treafon,  were  fa  many  flilelds  given  to  him  to  defend  him- 
felf,  and  prevent  him  from  being  overborne  by  the  weight  or 
influence,  or  paffions  of  the  Chief  Magiftrate  or  his  Minifters. 
Thefe  (hields  muft,  of  courfe,  on  this  principle,  be  as  necef- 
fary  in  the  profecution  on  the  prcfent,  as  in  one  of  the  25th  of 
Edward  III.,  as  in  both  cafes  it  would  be  carried  only  by  the 
public  accufer  at  the  command  of  the  Crown.     It  was  allowed 
that  at  the  death  of  the  Cardinal  of  York,  all  treafons  would 
be  precifcly  on  a  level,  as  far  as  they  affefted  the  inheritable 
quality  of  the  blood,  and  the  property  of  the  perfon  convided  ; 
what  a  miferable  thing  then  mult  it  be  to  fay,  that  in  a  profe- 
cution for  an  aft  done  againft  the  prefent,bill,  a  man  ftiould  be 
refufed  the  copy  of  his  indiftment,  and  the  other  aids  allowed 
by  law  in  cafes  of  high  treafon,  merely  becaufe  the  aged  Car- 
dinal of  York  had  not  yet  paid  the  debt  of  nature.     He  was 
glad,  he  faid,  that  the  penalty  under  this  bill  was  not  to   be 
greater  than  that  to  which  perfons  were  fubjeSed  who  were 
convifted  of  counterfeiting  the   great  feal ;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  he  feared  that  this  feeming  lenity  was  not  what  it  ap- 
peared to  be,  the  child  of  mercy  ;  he  appreherided  that  its  ob- 
}t€t  was  to  facilitate  the  convidion  of  the  accufed,  by  taking' 
from  him  the  means  of  defence^  which  he  might  claim  as  his^ 


i82  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793. 

'  fight,  if  the  bill  left  the  enumerated  a£ls  within  the  flatute  of 
the  25th  of  Edward  III.  The fe  ads  might  be  confidercd  as 
projfs  of  an  adherence  to  the  King's  enemies,  and  ccnfc- 
quently  came  wiihiii  the  fpccics  of  trcafon  on  which  corruption 
of  blood  attached  ;  but  by  clafiing  them  under  the  head  of  trea- 
fons  which  did  not  operate  a  corruption  of  blood,  the  framers 
of  the  bill  had  contrived  to  take  from  the  accufed  the  means  of 
defence,  under  the  appearance  of  lenity.  Of  all  the  chara£lers 
of  cruelty,  he  confidered  that  as  the  mofl  odious  which  aflTumed 
the  garb  of  ^lercy  :  fuch  was  the  cafe  here  ;  under  the  pre- 
tence of  mercy  to  the  accufed,  in  not  charging  him  with  cor-^ 
ruptjon  of  blood,  he  was  to  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  mak- 
ing his  defence.  Tiiat  he  might  not  iland  a  chance  in  the 
cpnteft,  his  ihield  was  to  be  taken  from  him.  The  lift  of  the 
jury,  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  challenge — the  lift  of  wit- 
nefles,  to  enable  him  to  dcte£l  confpiracies  and  to  prevent  per- 
jury— the  copy  of  the  charge  ten  days  before  the  trial,  to  en- 
able him  to  prepare  himfdf  for  the  aweful  day — the  afliftance 
of  a  learned  genileman  to  fpcak  for  an  unlearned  man — all  the 
arms  and  means  of  proteftion  with  which  the  humanity  of  the 
law  of  England  had  fortified  an  individual,  when  accufed  by 
the  Crown,  were  to  be  taken  away.  Harfhnefs  and  feverity 
were  to  be  fubftltutcd  for  tenderncfs  and  companion  ;  -and  then 
he  Was  to  be  infultcd  by  being  told  he  was  fpared  the  corrup- 
tion of  blood.  But  really  it  feemed  to  him  as  if  fome  gentle- 
men thought  there  ought  to  be  a  law  for  the  facility  of  convic-  . 
tipn  of  high  trcafon  ;  and  if  fo,  why  did  they  not  fpcak  out 
bolJly,  and  alter  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  and  word  it  to  this 
efFwA — "  Whereas  by  allov\ing  prifoners  lifts  of  evidence  and 
**  juries,  copies  of  indiftmcnts,  and  other  means  of  defence, 
«*  it  has  been  difhcult  loconvid  them,  be  it  tlurefore  enabled, 
**  &c."  He  faiJ,  he  fliould,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 
have  another  opportunity  of  oppofing  its  principle,  a  principle 
ivhich  would  appear  fomewhat  Icfs  tyrannical  if  the  propofed 
claufe  wasadmiiicd  ;  but  which  mult  beftill  more  odious  if  it 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  harfli  as  was  the  epithet 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  bcftowed  upon  the 
bill,  in  the  laft  part  of  his  fpeech,  it  would  not  make  a  very 
dcjip  impreiiion  upon  tliofe  who  would  recollecl  that  the  right 

honourable 
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hcnourable  gentleman  had  admitted  that  fome  of  the  a61s  enu- 
merated in  the  bill  might  be  faid  to  come  within  that  branch  of 
high  treafon  defcribed  by  the  25th  of  Edward  III.  under  the 
head  of  adhering  to  the  King's  enemies  :  the  principle  of  the 
prefent  bill  went  to  puniih  fuch  perfons  as  (hould  adhere  to 
His  Majefty's  enemies ;  and  therefore  could  not,  on  that  head, 
be  called  tyrannical.  The  reafon,  he  faid,  why  a  copy  of  the 
indiftment  wasallowedin  cafes  of  high  treafon,  and  not  in  thofe 
of  felony,  was  this,  that  without  it  the  perfon  accufed  of  trea- 
fon could  not  poffibly  know  how  to  defend  himfclf ;  for  the 
warrant  of  commitment  ftated  no  more  than  that  the  party 
committed  had  imagined  the  King's  death,  or  had  adhered  to 
his  enemies,  or  had  levied  war  upon  him  ;  it  was  in  the  in- 
dictment only  that  the  overt  a6l  was  fet  forth,  which  was  ad- 
duced as  a  proof  of  the  treafonable  intention  of  the  perfon  ac- 
cufed :  but  in  cafes  of  felony,  the  fpecific  aft  or  crime  was 
fet  forth  in  the  warrant  of  commitment;  and  therefore  the 
party  had  not  the  fame  occafion  for  a  copy  of  the  indiftment. 
As  to  the  aid  of  Counfel,  it  was  not  denied  in  profecutions 
even  for  felony ;  for  as  often  as  a  queftion  of  law  arofe,  the 
prifoner  was  allowed  to  be  heard  upon  it  by  his  CounfeJ. — 
Were  Counfel  to  be  allowed  to  fpeak  on  matters  of  faft  in 
trials  of  felony,  and  were  copies  of  indidlments  granted  ten 
days  before  trial,  it  would  be  abfolutely  imprafticable  to  exe- 
cute the  criminal  law  of  the  country.  With  refpeft  to  the 
granting  the  accufed  a  lift  of  the  witnefles,  in  all  cafes,  it 
would  be  of  little  ufe  to  him,  as  a  lift  of  fuch  a  cloud  of  wit- 
nefles might  be  fent  to  him,  as  would  render  it  impoflible  for 
him,  with  all  the  afllduity  of  his  friends,  to  inquire  into  their 
charafters  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days. 

Mr.  FOX  in  explanation  faid,  that  he  was  well  aware  that 
in  cafes  of  felony,  the  accufed  had  a  right  to  be  heard  by  his 
Counfel  on  qucftionsof  law  ;  but  it  was  on  fuch  queftions  only 
that  the  advice  of  Counfel  might  be  neccflary  ;  and  therefore 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  mifunderftood  him  if  he 
fancied  he  did  not  contend  for  the  extenfion  of  the  indulgence 
to  every  point  which  might  enable  a  Counfel  to  defend  his 
client  with  cSeSt,  As  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid  about  furnifliing  the  accufed  with  a  lift  of  a  cloud  of 
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Crown  fliould  fuggeft  even  the  poffibility  of  a  public  accufer 
fwclling  the  number  of  witnefles,  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
that  of  baffling  the''  law,  by  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
prifoner  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  advantage  which  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legiflature  that  he  fhould  enjoy  in  its  fulled 
extent. 

The  Houfe  at  laft  divided  on  Mr.  Adam's  motion  for  bring- 
ing up  his  claufe,  which  was  loft  by  a  majority  of  78. 
Ayes        32;  Noes        110. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  bilU  with  its  amendments^ 
(hould  be  epgrofled,  and  that  it  (hould  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow, if  it  fhould  be  engrofled  in  time. 

A  petition  was  prefcnted  from  fome  merchants  or  under- 
writers, praying  that  they  might  be  heard  by  their  Counfel 
againft  the  claufe  of  the  bill  which  prohibited  the  infurance  of 
ihips  and  goods  belonging  to  the  French.  In  compliance  with 
this  prayer,  the  Houfe  ordered  that  they  (hould  be  heard  to- 
morrow^ on  the  third  reading  of  the  bilL 

Adjourned. 

Tuefdayy  ()th  April. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for,  and  the  Traitorous 
Corrcfpondence  bill  having  been  read  a  third  tipie,  before  put- 
ting the  queftion  that  the  bill  do  pafs,  the  petition  prefentcd  to 
the  Houfe  yefterday  from  certain  American  merchants  or  agents, 
praying  liberty  to  be  heard  by  counfel  againft  certain  ena£l- 
ments  of  the  bill,  was  read,  and  Mr.  Piggott  was  heard  at  the 
bar  as  counfel  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners.  After  the  counfel 
bad  been  "ordered  to  withdraw, 

Mr.  CURWIN  rofe  to  aflc  whether  any  thing  had  fallen 
from  the  Counfel  which  would  induce  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe  to  propofe  a  claufe  for  the  purpofe  of  reme- 
dying the  inconveniencies  complained  of  by  the  petitioners  ? 
To  which  no  anfwer  being  given,  he  faid  he  meant  himfelf  to  ' 
propofe  fuch  a  claufe,  but  that  it  would  require  fome  time  to 
adjuft  a  proper  provifipn  for  that  efFedt. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  obferved,  that  there  was 
no  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  and  he  would  therefore  move 
that  the  bill  do  pafs. 
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Mr.  FOX  laid,  that  it  was  a  ftrange  piece  of  far<ie  and 
mockc^  to  allow  Counfel  to  be  heard,  and  afterwards,  in  fo 
extraordinary  a  manner,  to  prefs  a  motion  for  paffing  the  bill, 
without  allowing  any  time  to  prepare  a  proper  claufe  for  re* 
medying  the  inconveniencies  complained  of  by  the  petitioners, 
Jiod  to  confider  and  debate  whether  or  not  fuch  a  claufe  ought 
to  be  admitted.  •  ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  none  of  the  gentlemen  on 
the  oppofite  fide  had  ftated  what  was  the  nature  of  the  claufe 
.which  was  intended  to  be  propofed  ;  upon  which 

Mr.  CURWIN  mentioned  that  he  had  meant  to  propofe, 
that  grain,  of  the  produce  of  America,  fent  to  this  country  for 
orders,  as  to  a  proper  market,  (hould  be  allowed  to  be  difpofed 
of  in  France,  and  that  fubjefts  of  this  country  fhopld  be  per- 
mitted to  infnre  Americsin  produce  from  thence  to  this  coun- 
try, and  from  hence  to  marltet. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fpoke  of  the  terms  farce 
and  mockery  which  had  been  made  ufe  of  by  a  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  and  afked  whether  the  light  honou- 
rable gentleman  had  any  peculiar  privilege  to  ufe  (^xpreflions  of 
fuch  afperity?  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  as  well  as  himfelf,  aded  from  what  he  conceived 
to  be  the  line  of  duty,  and  they  were  both  in  the  judgement  of 
that  Hoi|fe,  and  of  the  Public. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  had  unqueftionably  no  privilege  to 
ufe  any  words  which  might  not  with  propriety  be  made  ufe  of 
•by  any  other  gentleman  ;  but  it  was  a  liberty  which  he  had  aU 
vays .  taken,  and  would  ever  continue  to  ^ake,  to  reprobate 
.propoiitions  which  appeared  to  him  improper,  in  fuch  terms 
as  appeared  to  him  fuited  to  the  degree  of  impropriety  attached 
to.thqm. 

•Mr.  VAUGHAN  ftated,  that  he  had  drawn  up  a  claufe  for 
the  purpofe  of  obviating  the  inconveniencies  complained  of 
by  the  petitioners,  and  moved  that  it  be  added  to  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKJER  faid,  that,  before  any  debate  could  take 
flace  upon  the  claufe,  it  was  necelTary  that  it  fhould  be  en* 
grofled. 

.  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  objeft  of  the  propofed 
claufe  w^s  by  no  means  a  new  fubjedl  of  difcuflion  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  bill.    The  great  objed  of  the  bill  undoubtedly  was  t» 

Vr^T     YYYV  Rh 
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prevent  any  perfons  refident  in  this  country  from  fending  any 
articles  to  France  which  may  be  ufcful  to  our  enemies ;  of  all 
the  prohibited  articles,  perhaps  corn  was  the  mod  materiat, 
and  therefore  the  propofal  now  made  wouW^  in  faS,  go  to  do 
away  the  whole  of  the  bill,  in  the  moft  material  part  of  it : 
he  couM  fee  no  good  ground  for  the  delay,  and  would  there- 
fore give  his  negatiye  to  it. 

Mr.  FOX  thought  the  oblervance  of  forms  effential,  and 
that  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the  dignity  and  juftice  of  the 
Houfe,  firft,  to  hear  Counfel,  and  then  to  proceed  to  pafs  the 
bill  without  affording  any  opportunity  of  deliberating  as  to  the 
propriety  of  acceding  to  the  requcft  of  the  petitioners.  In 
order  to  give  fuch  opportunity,  he  would  move  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  adjourn.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  PittJ 
had  faid,  that  the  propofed  claufe  would  totally  counteraft  the 
intended  and  avowed  operation  of  the  bill :  he  thought  quite 
the  rcverfe,  and  that  there  would  be  lefs  probability  of  the 
French  being  fupplied  with  American  corn,  if  that  corn  were 
fent  firft  here,  than  by  its  being  fent  direSly  from  America  to 
France,  or  in  any  other  mode.  If  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  right  in  what  he  had  juft  faid,  it  ought  to  have  ope- 
rated againft  alloviring  Counfel  to  be  heard ;  but,  after  hearing 
Counfel,  juftice  and  confiftency  required  that  they  ftiould  de- 
liberate on  the  propriety  of  granting  or  refufing  the  requeft  of 
the  petition  :  in  vvhat  view  could  the  delay  of  one  day  be  fo 
material  ?  Could  any  body  fay  that,  in  the  prefent  circuoi- 
ftances,  fo  fliort  a  delay  could  be  in  any  fhape  material  ?  Hi- 
therto, in  the  progrefs  of  the  prefent  bill,  -much  had  been 
gained  by  the  delays  which  had  taken  place ;  every  delay  had 
been  beneficial,  becaufe  every  delay  had  produced  alterations 
highly  falutary  to  the  Public.  For  his  part,  he  could  only 
judge  of  the  intentions  of  gentlemen  from  their  aftions ;  and 
when '  he  faw  a  fliort  adjournment^  in  order  to  fit  in  Elafter 
week,  he  could  not  help  difcovering,  under  fuch  condud,.  a 
wifli  that  this  bill  fliould  be  carried  through,  with  a  thin  at* 
tendance  in  the  Houfe,  and  that  it  fliould  efcape  inveftigation 
as  much  as  pollible,  at  which  indeed  he  was  not  furprifed. 
He  concluded  with  moving  an  adjournment,  which,  upon  the 
queftion  being  put,  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 
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On  the  qucftion  that  the  bill  do  noiv  pafs, 

Mr,  CURWIN  ftated,  that  nothing  had  occurred,  in  the, 
progrefs  of  the  bill,  which  could  induce  him  to  alter  the  opi- 
nion he  had  at  firfl  formed,  that  its  principles  are  contrary  to 
the  juft  and  true  principles  both  of  criminal  law  and  of  found 
policy :  he  could  fee  no  exifting  neceflity  for  any  extenfion  of 
the  criminallaw.  He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  fome  of  his  ob- 
jedions  to  the  feveral  claufes  in  their  order,  and  adverted  par- 
ticularly to  that  part  of  the  firft  claufe  which  makes  intention 
criminal,  although  it  fliould  not  he  followed  out  by  any -aft — 
to  the  mondrous  partiality  exhibited  in  the  fame  claufe,  by 
which  a  man  might  enter  into  the  moft  extenfive  contraft  for 
fending  woollen  cloth  to  France  ;  but  if  he  fliould  happen  to 
wrap  up  along  with  any  parcel  of  it  only  a  dozen  pairs  of 
Ihoes,  he  would  be  liable  to  be  tried  and  executed  for  treafon 
— and  the  danger  of  depriving  perfons  tried  f6r  trcafons  under 
this  aA  of  the  benefits  given  by  the  adls  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Anne.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  conceived 
the  bill,  from  the  beginning,  to  be  totally  unneceflary,  and 
only  intended  to  continue  the  alarm  which  had  been  previoufly 
raifed. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  begged  to  aflc  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  whether  the  furnifliing  the  French  with  cloth  for  cloathing 
their  army  was  not,  in  the  ftriSeft  fenfe,  aiding  and  comfort- 
ing His  Majcfty's  enemies  ?  and  whether  it  would  be  fafe  for  a 
merchant  in  Leeds  or  Halifax  to. fend  woollen  cloth  to  France 
to  be  ufed  in  cloathing  the  French  army,  in  cafe  the  prefcnt 
bill  (hould  pafs  into  a  law, .  and  that  woollen  cloth  (hould  pot 
fcc  one  of  the  prohibited  articles  enumerated  in  it  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  this  was  a  matter  which 
bad  been  already  difcufled,  and  was  foreign  to  the  qucltion 
then  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  reprobated  the  general  principle  and 
various  enaftments  of  the  bill  in  the  moft  fcvcrc  terms,  and 
ftated  that  the  moft  grofs  hypocrify  and  deception  had  been 
made  ufe  of  with  refpedl  to  the  clothiers  in  this  country,  who 
were  placed  in  a  moft  dreadful  and  dangerous  fituaticn  from 
what  had  paffed  on  the  difcuflion  of  the  prefent  bill,  if,  by 
fending  woollen  cloth  to  France,  they  ftiould  be  guilty  of 
Ucafon  under  the  ad  of  the  25ih  of  Edward  HI.     How  did 
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this  accord  with  what  had  been  held  out  on  the  firft  difcuflion 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  viz.  that  it  was  neceflary  to  de- 
fine, in  plain  and  diflinft  terms,  what  fpecific  afts  did  confti- 
tute  treafon.  He  hoped  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  knew  their  own  meaning ;  but  to  him  it  was  totally  in- 
comprehcnfible. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  he  (hould  not  conceive  himfelf  to  be  doing 
his  duty  to  the  Public  by  fuffering  this  bill  to  be  pafled  without 
making  fome  obfervations.  It  was  a  bill  which,  without  one 
exception,  was  the  mod  unjuft  in  its  principle,  inadequate  in 
its  provifion,  and  tyrannical  in  its  efFeft,  that  ever  paflTed  that 
Houfe  —  one  for  which  thei*e  was  nothing  like  a  precedent 
cither  in  policy,  juftice,  or  humanity.  It  was  indeed  faid  to 
be  a  bill,  the  principle  of  which  was  to  prevent  aid  and  comforr 
being  given  to  His  Majefty's  enemies.  He  faid  the  bill  had  no 
fuch  principle  —  it  had  that  for  its  pretext  indeed ;  but  there 
was  a  material  difference  between  principle  and  pretext,  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  often  endeavoured  to  confound, 
and  whenever  he  fhould  be  able  to  fucceed  in  that  refpeft,  and 
to  perfuade  the  people  of  this  country  that  principle  and  pre* 
text  are  the  fame,  he  would  have  advanced  confiderably  to  the 
advantage  of  the  whole  charafter  of  his  adminiftration.  Here 
Mr.  Fox  took  notice  of  the  nature  of  the  bill  as  originally 
brought  in  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  thealmoft  total  dif- 
ference between  that  and  the  one  now  about  to  pafs  that 
Houfe  ;  the  one  now  in  queftion,  however,  was,  after  all,  in 
the  point  of  policy  alone,  fuch  as  this  country  would  gain  lefs, 
and  our  enemies  lofe  lefs,  than  if  no  fuch  meafure  had  been 
adopted.  But  it  was  not  upon  policy  only  that  this  bill  ought 
to  be  confidered  ;  great  as  that  confideration  ought  to  be,  there 
were  other  conficlerations  that  were  ftill  of  a  higher  nature— 
he  meant  juftice  and  humanity  —  thcfe  were  of  more  impor- 
tance, bccaufc  they  regarded  the  charadler  of  the  country  in  its 
moft  valuable  fcnfe.  The  very  queftion  put  by  his  honourable 
friend  refpeding  the  cloth,  he  faid,  proved  that  this  meafure 
could  not  be  reduced  to  the  fl:andard  of  reafon  or  of  juftice  ; 
for,  as  the  bil  now  flood,  part  of  it  was  faid  to  be  declaratory, 
and  part  cnadling.  Thcfe  two  points  he  had  on  feveral  occa- 
fions  called  on  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  explain  ;  but,  as  that 
was  not  done,  it  would  be  impofliblq  for  any  man  to  know^ 
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by  the  penifal  of  the  bill,  what  was  declaratory  and  what  wa» 
enading,  and  as  by  part  of  this  bill  cloth  was  not  prohibited 
now,  although  it  was  fo  when  the  bill  came  in,  what  would  be' 
the  refult  of  this  ?  Why,  that  as  nothing  was  faid  of  cloth  in 
hy  and  as  the  declaratory  was  not  dlAingiiifhed  from  the  ena6l* 
ing  part,  no  man  could  know  whether,  in  fending  cloth,  hd 
would  or  would  not  be .  liable  to  the  penalties^of  the  25th  of 
Edward  III.  In  what  a  fituation  were  the  poor  people  of  th« 
country  to  be  in,  for  poor  people  they  might  well  be  called  if 
fubjeded  to  fuch  a  bill,  to  have  a  law  of  treafon  without  hav- 
ing a  poffibility  of  knowing  the  operation.  If  the  bill  did  not 
operate  to  prohibit  the  fale  of  cloth  by  the  fubjefts  of  this 
country,  and  fome  (hould  fear  it  did,  and  therefore  they  would 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  ruined  in  their  fortune  rather  than  rift 
their  lives,  they  fufFered  great  hardfhip.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  fome  perfons  thought  that  as  this  bill  fpecified  certain 
articles,  the  fale  of  which  it  prohibited,  they  might  fafely  fell^ 
thofe  that  were  not  fpecified  at  all,  and  afterwards  it  (hould 
turn  out  that  this  bill  did  not  repeal  the  25th  of  Edward  III., 
here  then  they  would  be  entrapped  and  enfnared  by  this  bill 
into  the  penalties  of , treafon.  What  a  fituation  was  this  fbr 
the  people  of  this  country  to  be  in  —  to  be  fubjeft  pofTibly  to 
the  penalties  of  a  crime,  without  the  poffibility  of  knowing 
what  conftitutcd  that  crime.  With  refpe£l  to  the  claufes  of 
the  bill,  there  were  many  of  them  to  which  no  man,  who  had 
the  Icaft  feeling  for  his  fellow  creatures,  could  agree  ;  one,  in 
particular,  which  turned  upon  the  meaning  of  the  word  agree, 
or  rather  the  conftruftion  put  upon  it.  This  was  againft  all 
the  analogies  of  the  law  of  England,  and  unjud  in  its  princi- 
ple. Here  Mr.  Fox  took  notice  of  feveral  aSs  of  Parliament, 
as  they  tended  to  illuftrate  his  argument  upon  the  injuflice  of 
the  claufe  to  which  he  alluded  ;  one,  in  particular,  for  the  pre^ 
Vention  of  frauds  upon  verbal  agreements,  provided  that  no 
man  fhotild  be  bound  by  any  evidence  given  of  his  having  en- 
tered into  a  verbal  agreement  if  the  fum  amounted  to  more 
than  10I-,  and  the  principle  of  that  bill  was,  that  upon  all 
converfation  and  vetbal  communication  there  was  a  facility  for 
the  commiffion  of  perjury.  Any  perfon  might  fwear  he  heard 
two  perfons  agree  to  any  thing,  and  it  might  be  difficult,  pcr- 
teps  impoffible,  to  refute  that  teftimony,    although  falfej 
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thereforei  on  former  occafiohs,  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature 
bad  faid,  that  no  man  (hould  be  bound  by  fuch  evidence  be- 
yond the  fum  of  lol. ;  but  by  this  bill  all  ideas  of  juftice  and 
humanity  were  abandoned,  and  evidence,  which  in  a  civil  cafe 
would  not  affeS  a  man's  purfe  to  the  amount  of  loL,  were 
here  to  take  away  his  life !    This  would  put  any  man  in  the 
power  of  malice,  and  all  the  mod  hateful  paflions,  and  lead 
to  perjury,  fubornation  of  perjury,  and  to  all  the  moft  infa- 
mous pra£lices.    He  could  not  fee  how  the  Houfe  could  fub- 
jeiS  their  fellow  creatures  to'  fuch  cruel  hard(hips ;  and  he 
would  fay,  that  if  fuch  a  bill  (hould  pafs  that  Houfe,  it  muft 
cover  it  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  fliame ;  he  therefore 
ihould  advife  them  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  opportunity,  the 
laft  they  had,  of  preventing  this  bill  from  paffing  into  a  law; 
indeed  the  whole  claufe  to  which  he  had  juft  alluded  had,  on  a 
former  occafion,  been  fo  well  expofed,  that  he  need  not  fay 
any  thing  farther  upon  the  fubjeft.   With  refpeS  to  the  claufe 
which  prohibits  tlie  purchafing  of  lands  in  France,  Mr.  Fox 
afligned  feveral  reafons  for  thinking  it  againft  juftice  and  hu- 
manity, and  an  infult  upon  the  dignity  of  Parliament  —  a'fa- 
tire  upon  its  fenfe  too  —  for  if  an  Englifhman,  being  in  Ire- 
land, buys  land  in  France,  he  is  guilty  of  no  offenge  what- 
ever.    If  an  Englifhnian,  being  in  Hamburgh,  bought  lands 
In  France,  he  was  half  guilty  and  half  innocent :  this  might 
cafily  be  done  by  power  of  attorney,  and  afterwards  his  guilt 
was  to  be  compleated ;  what  was  to  fill  the  meafure  of  his 
guilt?  Some  heinous  a£l,  no  doubt ;  fomething  dire  and  dread- 
ful— returning  to  his  native  country  !    Of  all  the  ads  of  cruel- 
ty, of  all  the  tyranny  and  abfurdity,  that  ever  difgraced  an  zGt 
of  Parliament  in  England,  this  he  thought  the  word.     But 
this  too,  as  well  as  many  of  the  other  provifions  of  the  bill, 
had  its  precedent — a  precedent  of  the  National  Convention  of 
Fiance,  in  its  decree  againft  the  emigrants,  which  made  their 
return  to  their  native-  country  death  ;  and  the  authors  of  this 
bill,  confiftently  with  all  their  late  proceedings,  aftually  imi- 
tated the  harlhnefs  of  the  French  Convention,  by  making  it 
death  for  an  Englifliman  to  return  to  England.     Another  part 
©f  the  bill,  which  tended  to  what  was  called  the  facility  of 
conviSion,  was  difcufled  laft  night ;  he  fhould,  therefore,  be 
brief  upon  it.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  (the  Chancel- 
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lor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  faid  it  ^as  not  tyranny  to  diminiQi  ' 
the  punifliment  of  the  offence,  and  to  facilitate  the  convic- 
tion of  guilt ;  furely  this  was  a  flrange  principle  of  legifla* 
tion,  were  we  to  take  it  for  granted  that  all  thofe  who  (hould 
be  accufed  muft  be  guilty.  The  principle  of  the  25th  of 
Edward  III.  he  took  to  be  of  a  very  different  nature,  and 
the  afls  alfo  of  King  William  ahd  Qiieen  Anne  :  they  were 
calculated  not  for  the  facility  of  the  conviAion  of  any  body^ 
but  for  the  difficulty  of  the  convidion  of  the  innocent. 
And  here  he  could  not  help  again  taking  notice  of  the  fevc- 
rity  of  the  bill  in  fubmitting  all  perfons  to  be  tried  without 
the  aflliflance  of  a  gentleman  of  the  learned  profeflion  to  ad* 
drefs  the  Jury  for  them  :  he  muft  fay,  that  allowing  Counfel  , 
to  fpeak  for  them  appeared  to  him  an  importiint  point.  It 
had  ii\deed  been  faid  that  this  bill  was  fovmded  upbn  the  ge* 
yeral  principle  of  the  laws  of  treafon,  and  on  the  25th  of 
Edward  III.  This  was  only  a  pretext,  as  he  had  faid  be- 
fore. Was  the  faft  fo  ?  Not  in  the  leaft.  Was  it  no  ad- 
vantage to  a  poor  man  in  prifon,  accufed  of  high  treafon,  to 
have  a  Counfel  to  vifit  and  attend  him,  and  to  aflift  him  io, 
making  out  his  defence )  Was  it  of  no  advantage  to  a  per- 
fon,  thus  accufed,  to  have  a  lift  of  his  Jury,  before  his  trials 
for  perufal  r  Was  it  of  no  advantage  to  a  perfon,  fb  ac- 
cufed, to  have  a  copy  of  his  indi  Ament  feveral  days  previous 
to  his  being  called  upon  to  appear  on  his  trial  ?  Was  it  no 
advantage  for  fuch  a  perfon  to  have  a  lift  of  the  witncflcs  to  - 
be  examined  againft  him  ?  Moft  unqueftlonably  it  was.  All 
thefe  were  given  by  the  former  law  of  treafon,  and  by  thi« 
bill  they  were  all  denied.  Such  was  the  accuracy  of  gentler- 
men  who  defended  this  bill,  as  being  founded  on  the  former 
law  of  treafon.  Upon  the  point  of  the  lift  of  witnefles,  he 
laid,  he  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  repented 
of  what  he  faid  in  anfwer  to  that  obfervation  yefterday.  He 
was  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown,  and  it  muft  be  by  his  advice 
the  Law  Officer  of  the  Crown  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
conduA  profecutions  for  treafons ;  and  that  fuch  a  perfon,  in 
fuch  a  fituation,  (hould  fay  that  a  trick  might  be  played  on 
the  prifoner,  by  fending  him  a  lift  of  witnefles  fo  numerous 
that  he  fliould  not  have  time  to  examine  it,  by  which  the 
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daratjiiHi  of  a  mod  alarming  nature  to  the  people  of  thir 
country.  All  he  could  fay  w^s^  he  hoped  no  fuch  infamous 
trkias  would  be  attempted ;  but  if  there  was  fuch  an  Attorney 
GeneraJ  in  this  country,  he  hoped  there  was  Rill  fpirit  enough 
in  the  pcpple  to  bring  him  to  .a  proper  account  for  it.  If 
theie  w^s  fuch  a.Minifter  belonging  to  the  Crown,  he  hoped 
gnd  tfufted  there  wgs  fpirit  enough  In  that  Houfe  to  bring 
him  to  account  for  it.  After  feteral  obfervations  upon  for- 
ic^iture,  «nd  the  cafe  of  the  Cardinal  of  York,  and  anfwering 
all  the  objedlions  made  to  his  fentiments  upon  that  fubjed, 
lie  came  to  confider  again  the  provifions  of  the  ftatute  of 
]£dw.ard  III.,  as  it  regarded  the  evidence  to  be  giyen  ngainft 
theacciifed.  Two  points  ^rofe  upon  this  conddcration  :  iirft, 
the  Jury  muft  be  faiisfied  upon  the  evidence  of  two  witnedo^ 
of  an  overt  aft  being  committed  by  the  prifoner ;  fecondly^ 
they  muft  be  fatisfied  that  fuch  overt  aft  was  done  with  ;i 
treafooable  intentiqn.  In  this  cafe  the  evidence  might  be 
given  of  the  aft  ;  but  the  Jury  were  not  called  upon  by  their 
oath  to  find  the  prifoner  guilty  merely  upon  that  evidence ; 
they  were  not  neceflarily  bound  to  infer  the  treafonable  inten- 
tion. But  by  the  evidence  of  this  bill  one  witnefs  was  fuffi- 
cieot  to  convift,  and  the  Jury  were  not  called  upon  by  their 
oaths  to  infer  any  intention,  and  a  man  would  be  convifted 
on  proof  of  the  faft  merely.  This  was  a  defperate  inlet  to 
perjury  and  malice  ;  and  he  had  too  much  reafon  to  rancm- 
ber.a  cafe  which  he  witnefled  at  the  Old  Bailey,  not  to  know 
that  there  are  malicious  profecutions,  and  thofe  of  the  moft 
infamous  nature.  He  had  heard  it  complained  of  by  the  au- 
thors of  this  bill  that  they  were  treated  unfairly  and  with 
harihnefs,  and  they  had  appeared  difpleafed  to  hear  their  bill 
called  a  Tiberian  bill :  they  might  be  difpleafed  i  but  he  muft 
do  his  duty,  and  mufl  call  it  a  Tiberian  bill :  it  was  brought 
in  a  very  different  thing  from  what  it  w:as  afterv^ards  made 
by  its  authors.  On  complaints  being  made  of  its  harOinefs, 
they  feemed  to  have  faid,  "  We  will  bring  in  a  bill  to  arraign 
**  all  thofe  who  love  the  ,Conftitution,  and  even  thofe  who 
**  have  fliewn  the  greateft  defire  to  fgpport  Government, 
"  and  then  by  taking  away  fome  parts  of  it,  and  infilling  oa 
*'  retaining  others,  it  will  appear  to  be  deliberate  and  tem- 
'^  Derate,  and  the  Public  will  thank  us  for  our  moderation. 
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*'  and  will  conclude  that  the  parts  which  are  left  are  right." 
But,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  thofe  who  could  conceive  fuch  claufes 
as  were  introduced  into  that  bill,  mud  either  be  in  their  hearts 
hoftile  to,  or  have  heads  ignorant  of,  the  Conftitution  of  this 
country  ;  nor  was  their  praftice  on  the  whole  proceeding  to  be 
accounted  for.  The  hurry  with  which  they  met  after  the  ho- 
lidays, the  manner  in  which  they  had  proceeded  in  the  abf^nce 
of  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  learned  profeflion,  and  particularly 
of  a  learned  and  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Erikine),  whofe 
talents  and  eiertions  upon  the  fubjeft  did  him  the  higheft  ho- 
nour. The  fliifts  to  which  the  authors  of  the  bill  were  driven, 
in  commitments,  recommitments,  and,  above  all,  the  ridicu- 
lous anxiety  they  had  difcovered  to  prevent  the  difcufEon  from 
being -made  public,  all  indicated  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  impro- 
priety of  the  meafure  altogether,  and  the  whole  now  was  a  mafs 
that  would  injure  the  charadler  of  the  country,  and  particu- 
larly of  that  Houfe.  It  would  be  a  bad  compliment  to  the 
age  in  which  we  lived.  He  concluded  with  giving  the  motion 
bis  decided  negative. 

Mr.  BURKE  faid,  that  he  was  not  furprifed  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  fpoke  .lad  fliould  predict  an  anfwer 
to  what  he  had  faid,  as  he  muft  think  too  well  of  the  Houfe, 
.  as.  well  as  of  himfelf,  to  fuppofe  that  he  (hould  remain  tjnan- 
fwcred.  What  fort  of  anfwer  he  ihould  receive  from  others 
he  could  not  take  upon  him'^to  fay  ;  but  for  himfelf.  he  would 
ailert,  that  though  his  anfwer  might  be  the  weakeft,  it  ihould 
certainly  be  the  faireft.  Infirmity  might  call  for  pity^  but' 
his  candour,  he  trufted,  would  claim  approbation.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,,  had  confined  his  objeAions  to, 
two  points ;  the  one  dilatory,  the  other  peremptory.  And, 
foft,  as  to  the  dilatory,  or  the  abfence  of  a  certain  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Erflcinc),  he  regretted,*  and  the  ;Houfe  muft" 
r^et,  that  the  confli6ling  duties  of  that  learned  gentleman  to 
that  Houfe  on  the  one  hand,  and  his  clients  on  the  other, 
ihould  have  prevented  him  from  affording  afl[i(lance  and  infor*' 
motion  fo  very  material  as  his  to  the  prefent  difcuilion — a  lofs 
of  fuch  magnitude,  he  faid,  demanded  fomething  by  way  of 
comfort^  and  that  he  would  afford  them.  It  muft  then,  in  the 
firft  place,  comfort  the  Houfe  and  the  right  honour^le  gentle- 
man, that  whatever  the  difcuilion  loft  by  the  learned  gentle- 
.    Vol.  XXXV.  .  Cc 
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main's  abfence  his  clients  gained,  and  he  himfelf  was  propor- 
tionably  indemnified  in  his  profits.  Another  comfort  he  of« 
fered  them  was,  that  though  the  learned  gentleman  had  been  Co 
churiiih  as  not  to  communicate  his  rich  ideasto  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  that  gentleman  did  not  ftand  much  in  need  of 
his  affiftance,  either  in  fubflantial  eloquence,  fplendid  declama- 
tion, virulence,  or  acrimony  ;  and  while  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  prefent,  he  thought  the  Houfe  would  hardly  be 
inconfolable  for  the  lofs  of  his  abfent  friend — though  Atlas  was 
gone,  Hercules  remained  to  lend  his  ihoulders  to  the  falling 
globe  of  the  Conftitution.  Mr.  Burke  ridiculed  Mr.  Fox's 
lamentation  for  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Erikine.  If,  however,  he 
faid,  the  Houfe  was  to  defer  its  bufmefs  till  the  learned  abfentee 
had  difcharged  his  duty  to  all  his  clients,  it  ;would  find  itfelf  in 
the  predicament  of  the  peafant  of  old,  ExpeSfat  rujiicus  dum 
difiuat  amnis.  iThe  Houfe,  in  that  cafe,  muft  wait  long  enough, 
and,  in  doing  fo,  gratify  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who, 
like  Fabius,  wifhed  to  fight  all  his  adverfaries  by  delay — a  par« 
ticular  mode^of  generalfhip  that  never  was  carried  to  fuch 
length 'in  ancient  or  modern  times  as  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  As  to  the  peremptory  objedion,  he  admitted, 
that  if  there  was  a  fubjed  more  ferious  in  its  nature  than  any 
other  for  the  contemplation  of  Parliament,  it  was  that  of  med- 
dling with  the  laws  at  all.  When-  the  Houfe  touched  juris- 
prudence, it  fhould  do  it  with  a  tender  hand ;  the  criminal 
part  flill  more  tenderly,  and  the  law  of  treafon  mofl  of  all ; 
for  they  were  thofe  in  which  power  might  be  worfl  employed 
to  hurt  perfons  obnoxious  to  it ;  it  fhould,  therefore,  be  watch- 
ed mofl  carefully :  when  the  Conditutibn  was  concerned,  there 
could  not  be  too  much  caution.  There  were,  he  faid,  but 
two  points  on  which  the  bill  could  be  confidered ;  one,  whe* 
ther  it  was  conformable  to  law  \  the  other,  whether  it  was 
confident  with  policy  ;  and,  in  confidering  the  matter,  the 
Houfe  mufl  throughout  take  along  wfth  them,  as  the  grounds 
of  their  reafoning,  and  the  very  foundation  of  the  bill,  that 
we  were  at  war  with  France  upon  its  prefent  bottom  and  fyC- 
tem  as  it  related  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  The  charges 
of  unconflitutional  and  hoftile  to  liberty  had  been  levelled  at 
the  bill.  Thefe,  he  faid,  feemed  to  be  conunon*place  expref* 
fions  of  gentlemen  on  all  occafions :  they  were  ufed  too  fxe-» 
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quently ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  (hould  not  be  ufed  fo  lightly* 
Thofe,  and  the  whole  of  the  |ight  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech 
on  the  preient  occafioni  refembled  more  a  prize  declamation  at 
an  univerfity  than  the  fiibftantial  arguments  of  a  ftatefman ;  but 
coming  from  a  perfon  of  abilities  fo  truly  refpedable  (and  no 
nun  refpe£ied  his  talents  more  than  he  did),  they  required  at** 
tention.  Our  Conftitution  was  a  provident  fyftem,  formed  oS 
feveral  bodiesi  for  fecuring  the  rights,  the  liberties,  the  per« 
fons  and  the  properties  of  the  people.  The  Conftitution  was 
compofed  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  and  in  the 
judicial  power,  the  King  was  reprefented  by  the  Judges,  the, 
Lords  by  the  Writ  of  Error,  and  the  Commons  of  England 
by  the  Juries.  "  Now  let  us,"  faid  he,  **  get  out  of  the  tor* 
rent  of  declamation,  and  fee  what  part  of  this  Conftitution 
is  touched  or  ^SkStcd  by  the  prefent  bilL  Is  the  King's  prero- 
gative touched }  Are  the  Lords  touched  by  it  in  their  legifla- 
tive  or  judicial  capacity  ?  Are  the  Commons  touched  by  it  ? 
Arc  the  Judges  or  Juries  touched  by  it  ?  No— none  of  thofe : 
The  Conftitution  remains  facred  and  inviolate ;  and  the  whole 
lonreat  of  ad  captmdum  vulgus  declamation  on  the  fubjed  melta 
into  air." — ^The  queftion,  then,  was,  did  the  bill  touch  thofe 
things  for  the  protedion  of  which  the  Conftitution  exifted  ?— * 
Was  it  alked,  whether  it  infringed  on  liberty?  He  wovild  fay>. 
Yes,  it  did.  It  was  a  law ;  and  laws  always  infringed  in  fome 
refped  on  natural  liberty,  as  commanding  fomething  to  be 
aviNded.  Every  Uw  that  was  made  took  away  fomething 
from  the  portion  of  liberty.  It  was  then  to  be  confidered, 
whether  the  prefent  meafure  was  fuch  as  took  away  more  than 
was  n^eflary  of  that  liberty  ? — If  fo,  he  thought  it  ought  not 
topafs  :  and,  next,  whether  it  took  away  fuch  a  liberty  as,  if 
it  remained,  could  do  no  mifchief  ? 

In  a  conftitutional  view,  all  z(\s  done  by  that^ioufe  were  to 
be  confidered  as  either  peace  or  war  ads.  There  muft  be  a 
peace  pcriice,  and  a  war  police  ;  the  latter  of  which  was  to  fe- 
cure  the  bleflings  enjoyed  in  the  former,  and  each  different 
firom  the  other^  the  neceffities  of  war  calling  for  an  increafe  oC 

die  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  in  progrelfive  proportion  to  the 
difiiculties  that  occurred  in  it ;  and  this  made  a  part  of  the  body 
of  the  common  law.     If  this,  then,  was  the  cafe,  the  full 

thing  to  be  confidered  was,  whether  the  general  matter  of  the 

Cc  2 
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bill  harmonized  with  the  general  principles  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  werejuftified  by  the  example  of  ouranceftors?  Con- 
ventence,  he  faid,  was  the  ground  of  all  law ;  and  hence  the 
prefent  bill  was  confiftenl  with  the  general  principles  of  jurif- 
prudence.     The  juridical  power  of  punifhing  as  traitors  thofe 
who  aided  and  comforted  the  King's  enemies,  could  be  traced 
to  Edward  III.  and,  if  neceflary,  even  farther.     Aiding,  in 
the  ftria  legal  fenfe  of  the  word,  was  affifting  and  coniforting, 
was  making  (Ironger ;  and  the  prefent  zd  went  exadly  to  that 
ohjtGt,   fpllowing  the  principle  of  the  law  of  a5th  Edw.  III. 
and  only  drew  out  into  a  detail  of  fpecific  afts  the  generality  of 
that  Statute.     And  though  the  provifion  of  that  law  went  in 
general  terms  to  make  aiding  and  comforting  the  King's  ene- 
mies treafon,  yet  it  direftcd  the  King,   by  the  advice  of  his 
Judges,    to  fpecify  thofe  particular  things  which  were  to  bd 
confldered  as  overt  a£ls  ;   and  he  hoped  it  would  be  confidered 
as  no  difparagemcnt  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  prefent  day  to 
fay,  that  thofe  of  that  time  were  as  competent  to  judge.     Lord 
Coke  faid,  that  the  law  was  as  well  underf^ood  then  as  it  ever 
was  fmce ;  and  though  the  fafliionable  jargon  now  was,  that 
thofe  of  the  prefent  day  had  got  all  the  wifdom  in  the  world  to 
themfclves,  there  were  as  great  men  then  as  any  now  in  law 
and  Church  and  State/    The  Legiflators  who  made  the  a£t  of 
Edward  III.  he  faid,  gave  that  direftion,  as  they  did  not  wi(h 
to  leave  to  the  fubtility  of  Judges,  or  fimplicity  of  Juries,  fo 
very  material  a  point.     In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  bill  followed 
the  fpirit,  but  not  the  letter  of  that  of  Edward  III.  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Charles  II.  King  William,  and  Queen  Anne,  all  of 
which  did  the  fame  thing  that  is  done  in  this :  fo  that  the  Houfe 
might  confider  themfelves  as  not  a£ting  worfe  than  their  an- 
certors.     Here  Mr.  Burke  read  an  aft  of  Queen  Anne,  con- 
taining provifions  fimilar  to  thofe  before  the, Houfe.    This, 
he  faid,  he  had'  read  for  the  purpofe  of  ihewing  that  our  an- 
ceftors  had  entered  into  an  enumeration  of  the  fpecific  things 
that  conflituted  the  offences,  not  as  overt  afts,  but  as  ads* 
freafonable  in   themfelves,    following  exaftly  that  of  King 
William,  all  of  which  went  on  the  principle,  that  it  was  not 
fafe  for  the  fubjeft  to  have  the  conftruftion  of  overt  afts  left 
to  the  caprice  of  Judges ;  and  the  lail  Statute  (namely,  of 
Queen  Anne,)  was  not  only  profpeftlve,  but  letrofpeftivc  ;— 
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as  it  declared  thofe  who  had  been  abroad  before  it,  and  return- 
ed without  licenfe,  traitoris — and  profpeftive,  as  it  declared 
thofe  who  tranfported,  or  went  on  board  a  fliip  with  intent 
to  tranfport  themfelves  to  France,  guilty  of  high  trcafon ; 
fo  that  this  was  not  the  iirft  attempt  to  make  an  intent  higli 
treafon.  *  That  Statute  had  an  energy  and  a  harihnefs  in  it 
far  greater  than  the  prefent,  although  it  was  made  in  the  very 
feflion  that  the  Qjiieen  received  an  account  of  the  glorious 
vidory  of  Blenheim — ^although  the  Houfes  of  Parliament 
were  fiiU  of  Whigs,  and  although  there  was  not  a  fingle  di- 
vifxon  in  the  Commons  on  it,  from  the  1 2th  of  January  to  the 
8th  of  Marph,  the  time  it  was  going  through  the  Houfe, 
Nay,  it  was  carried  triumphantly  throu^,  though  the 
Commons  were  as  wife  and  virtuous  then  as  at  any  time. 

Here  Mr.  Burke  quoted  a  fentcnce  from  the  Lex  Julia  Ala-- 
jeftatisy  in  order  to  fhew  that  all  nations  agreed  in  the  prin* 
cipic,  that  he  who  aided  the  enemy  was  guiky  of  high  trea- 
fon. But  gentlemen  had  aiked,  was  a  bare  intent  to  commit 
an  aft  fufficicnt  ground  for  punifliment?  To  this  he  would 
anfwer,  Yes  !  the  law  pronounced  it — not  that  intent  which 
lay  concealed  in  the  bofom,  but  that  which  was  conceived 
with  a  refolution  to  execute  it — not  the  cogitation,  but  the 
determination:  'and  for  this  he  gave  the  authority  of  Serjeant 
Hawkins,  who  fays,  that  by  law  an  intent  to  commit  a  fe- 
lony is  a  felony  itfelf,  as  a  man  (hooting  at  another  with  in« 
tentibn  to  kill  him :  ahd  he  put  the  queftion,  whether,  if 
there  were  bfavoes  in  this  country  as  there  are  in  others,  the 
Houfe  would  hefitate  to  make  their  laying  a  plan  to  kill  a  man 
felony  ?  As  to  the  word  agree,  to  which  fo  many  objeftions 
had  been  made,  Mr.  Burke  anfwered  with  great  force  of  ar- 
gument, that  an  agreement  implied  an  intention  of  two  peo- 
ple ;  it  was,  in  fav5l,  a  contraft — not  a  nudum  paSlum^  but 
fuch  as  a  man  might  recover  on  at  law.  As  to  the  argument 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox,)  drawn  from 
the  flat ute  of  frauds  and  perjuries,  that  a  fum  above  lol.  cannot 
be  recovered  under  a.  verbal  agreement,  that  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  he  faid,  was  acquainted  with  the  laws  well 
enough  to  know,  that  the  criminal  law  piaiihed  an  oiFencc 
on  a  fum  far  below  that  on  which  a  civil  aftion  could  be 


198  PARLIAMENTARY  ^^1793. 

maintained ;  for  inftance,  if  a  man  put  a  twopenny  ftamp 
upon  paper,  it  was  felony.  In  (hort,  the  fmallcft  pecuniary 
frauds  were  held  by  the  law  highly  criminal-^and  for  this 
plain  reafon,  that  if,  in  criminal  cafes,  a  loofe  was  given  in 
fmall  matters,  it  would  be  loipofTible  to  know  vrhere  the 
miichief  would  end :  fo  that  from  criminal  and  civil  law  it 
was  impoflible  to  argue  a  minon  ad  majorunty  or  vUe  verfa. 
When  gentlemen  objeded  to  the  provifions  of  the  bill  on  the 
fcore  of  poflible  perjury,  they  fliould  refleS,  that  it  is  the 
condition  of  human  law  and  human  nature  to  be  ruled  by  the 
oaths  of  men  in  trials  for  their  life  and  property,  there  being 
no  other  means  to  be  reforted  to.  That  objection,  therefore, 
was  at  an  end :  fo  that  the  bill  introduced  no  new  matter,  no 
anomaly  whatfoever ;  and  if  it  diiFered  from  the  Statute  of 
Anne  izr  any  thing,  it  was  in  being  infinhtely  more  lenient. 
The  next  matter  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  was, 
whether  there  were  any  new  occafions  that  demanded  this 
meafure  ?  And  if  there  were,  whether  they  came  within  the 
meaning  of  (he  words,  aiding  and  comforting? — For  the 
laws,  he  faid,  were  bending  to  occafions  while  they  followed 
principles,  as  the  rays  of  light  ading  under  a  general  law  are 
Tefra£led  by  a  particular  modification  of  glafs  through  which 
they  would,  under  the  fame  laws,  otherwife  pafs  in  a  dire& 
line.  What  was  the  particular  occafion  that  governed  the 
prefent  cafe  ?  France  had  endeavoured,  under  the  fpecious 
pretext  of  an  enlarged  benevolence,  to  fow  the  feeds  of  en- 
mity among  the  nations,  and  deflroy  all  local  attachments, 
calling  them  narrow  and  illiberal — thereby  to  diffever  the 
people  from  their  Governors — "  Let  any  one,"  faid  he, 
'^  read  the  proceedings  of  that  mother  of  mifchief,  the  Re« 
'^  volution  Society,  and  be  convinced  I"  In  confequence  of 
this,  he  faid,  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  give  every  fair 
advantage  and  every  parental  advice  to  the  country,  and  pre- 
ferve  that  moral  relation,  the  deftrudion  of  which  was  the" 
great  aini  of  its  enemies.  As  to  the  injury  commerce  might 
be  fuppofed  to  receive,  he  would  fay  a  few  words.  Eng- 
land was  a  commercial  nation — fo  was.  every  other,  as  far  as 
it  could.  But  if,  by  commercial  nation,  it  was  implied  that 
commerce  was  her  ultimate,  her  only  end,  he  would  deny  itj 
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h<r  commerce  was  a  fubfenrient  inftrument  to  her  greater 
imere(b»  her  fecurity,  her  honour,  and  her  religion.  If  the 
commercial  fpirit  tended  to  break  thofe,  he  iafifted  it  ihould 
be  lowered.  Gentlemeh  had  faid,  that  if  we  refufed  to  fup- 
ply  the  French,  Holland  would ;  and  elucidated  thofe  argu- 
ments by  an  old  obfervation,  that  if  the  Devil  was  carrying 
a  Dutchman  to  Hell,  he  would  contrail  with  him  to  fupply 
the  coals.  To  this  he  could  only  fay,  that  our  fupplying  the 
French  would  be  exadly  a  parallel  cafe,  and  full  as  defpi- 
cable ;  and  he  would  anfwer  for  the  liberal  and  patriotic  fpi-- 
rit  of  the  BritiOi  merchants,  that  they  would  willingly  dif- 
penfe  with  the  profits  of  that  trade  for  the  benefit  of  their 
country.  As  to  the  infuring  of  our  enemy's  (hfps,  he  ob- 
jeded  to  it,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  moral  eflFeft  it  muft 
hanre  on  the  minds  of  the  people.  In  a  (late  of  warfare,  it 
muft  be  the  wi(h  of  eyery  good  mind  to  difarm  the  enemy  ra- 
ther by  defpoiling  than  killing  them,  as  well  from  motives  of 
humanity  as  perfonal  intereft.  When,  therefore,  a  prize 
was  taken,  and  an  Englifli  infurer  was  to  pay  the  lofs,  ex^ 
claGve  of  the  increafed  litigation,  it  either  gave  the  captor 
the  pain  to  deplore  the  lofs  of  a  fellow  fubjed,  or  rendered 
him  callous  to  the  coniideration  and  feelings  he  (hould  have 
on  fuch  an  account,  and  infpired  an  habitual  delight  in  the 
plunder  of  his  fellow  citizens^  and  an  indifference  to  the  wel- 
fare of  his  country,  perhaps  worfe.  The  claufe  for  prevent- 
ing Britiih  fubjedls  purchafmg  in  the  funds  of  France,  he 
obferved,  and  with  infinite  regret  obferved,  was  left  out — 
it  was  indeed,  he  faid, 

HiatuS'Valde  deflendus: 

But  as  it  had  been  abandoned,  he  would  make  no  farther  re- 
marks on  it.  On  the  whole— <:onceiving,  as  he  did,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  concentre  and  fortify  the  coun- 
try-—conceiving  that  it  was  their  duty  to  keep  their  fubjedls 
at  home,  and  prevent  an  adulterous  communication  with  the 
Fiench — ^and  conceiving  that  a  man  was  as  likely  to  be  a  better 
tnifhand  for  having  two  wives,  as  a  better  fubjedl  for  having 
two  countries — he  would  give  the  bill  his  moft  hearty  cpncur- 
rcnce.    And  when  the  Houfe  confidercd  that  France  could 
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only  be  enabled  to  carry  on  war  out  of  refources,  drawn  from 
the  bowels  of  Great  Britain^  it  could  not  but  approve  of  a 
meafure  which  only  went  to  prevent  Engliflimen  from  fight- 
ing  againfl  their  own  country,  and  making  contraAs  to  its 
ruin.  "  Let  us  not/*  faid  he,  "  turn  our  every  thing,  the 
**  love  of  our  country,  our  honour,  our  virtue,  ourreligion, 
**  and  our  fecurity,  to  traffic — ^and  eftimate  them  by  the 
**  fcale  of  pecuniary  or  commercial  reckoning*  The  nation 
*'  that  goes  to  that  calculation  deftroys  itfelf." 

Here  Mr.  Burke  drew  an  animated  glowing  pi£ture  of  a 
contra£tor  dealing  with  the  French ;  and  put  into  his  mouth 
the  following  expreflions:  "  Should  our  Sov.ereign,  impelled 
"  by  parental  feelings  for  his  people,  hazard  his  auguft  per- 
**  fon,  and  take  the  field  againft  you,  behold,  here  is  pdw- 
"  der  of  the  firft  quality,  and  here  are  bullets  that  (hall  do 
**  his  bufinefs ;  I  do  hot  cheat  you  ;  believe  me,  they  are 
«<  good.  Or  fliould  his  children,  ftimulated  by  an  heredi- 
**  tary  third  for  glory,  take  the  field,  avarice  fhall  defeat 
*^  their  courage ;  thofe  bullets  and  this  bayonet  (hall  go  to 
'^  their  hearts,  and  Great  Britain  and  her  commerce  be  the 
**  gainer."  He  then  turned  to  the  fubfcription  fet  on  foot 
for  a  provifion  for  the  widows  of  men  killed  in  battle,  pro- 
nounced a  warm  eulogium  on  the  fubfcribers,  and  faid, 
"  But  then,  comes  Mr.  Contraaot,  and  tells  them,  if  I 
"  don't  fupply,  you  have  no  occafion  to  fubfcribe — and  while 
"  they  find  charity,  his  avarice. finds  objeSs  for  it.** 

Mr.  Burke  concluded  by  declaring,  all  he  defired  was,  that 
England  would  be  true  to  hcrfelf,  and  not  carry  on  an  adul- 
terous intercourfe  with  the  proftitute  outcafts  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  Dutch 
had  taken  the  dart  of  us  in  making  a  provifion  fimilar  to  that 
which  was  the  obje£t  of  the  prefent  bill. 

Lord  CARHAMPTON  made  a  few  obfervations,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  took  notice  of  the  obfervations  of  Mr.  Fox 
on  the  fubjeft,  as  far  as  it  related  to  Ireland.  His  Lord(hip 
was  of  opinion,  that  too  much  trouble  was  taken  to  allude  to 
the  Iri(h,  as  if  the  union  that  fubfided  between  the  two  coun- 
tries might  be  interrupted.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  ninety- 
nine  out  of  one  hundred  of  them  would  be  glad  to  fee  among 
tberh  a  bill  fimilar  to  this. 
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Mr.  F;0X  explained,  and  faid  he  never  made  any  endeavours 
for  the  purpofe  to  which  the  noble  Lord  alluded,  and  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  the  prefent  bill,  with  regard  to  that  country, 
had  been  approved  of  by  the  Houfe,  for  they  had  adopted  every 
one  of  his  fuggeftions.  Whether  fuch  condufk  deferved  re- 
buke, the  Houfe  ought  to  judge  for  itfelf ;  for  his  part,  all  he 
did  was  to  prevent  difagreeable  confequences  taking  place.  In- 
deed, the  noble  Lord  fhould  complain  of  the  Houfe  itfelf,  if 
he  had  any  complaint ;  for  the  opinion  of  an  individual  was 
eut  of  the  queftion,  after  it  was  adopted  by  the  Houfe» 

The  Houfe  divided ; 

For  the  paffing  of  the  bill  —  154 

Agamftit  —  —53 

Majority        -       loi 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

fFednefday^  toth  AfrlL 

The  ntsflage  from  His  Majefty  being  read,  as  alfo  die  order 
of  the  day,  for  taking  it  into  confideration^     , 

The  Houfe  reiblved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  "  That  one  million  five 
**  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  en- 
''  able  him  to  defray  the  extraordinary  expence  of  the  year 
'*  17939  in  profecuting  the  prefent  war  with  vigour,  and  in 
**  taking  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigence  of  the  cafe  may  rc- 
^  quire  ;  fuch  fum  to  be  charged  upon  Exchequer  bills,  &c." 

The  refoiution  was  put  and  carried,  and  ordered  to  be  re^ 
ported  to  the  Houfe. 

Lord  FIELDING  faid,  that  an  end  of  this  war  was  de* 
fiiable,  and  he  hoped  would  foon  take  place.  Infurredions 
and  violent  alarms  had  taken  place  in  feveral  parts  of  Francei 
particularly  in  Britanny.  His  Lordfliip  thought  that  Govern- 
ment had.  but  one  reafon  for  not  fending  troops  to  France,  for 
the  purpofe  of  affifting  in  thefe  alarms  to  diftrefs  the  enemy^ 
namely,  that  there  were  no  troops  to  fend.  He  therefore  re* 
commended  that  fuch  of  our  militia  as  ihould  be  willing  to  go 
fliould  be  added  to  a  number  of  regulars,  fo  that  no  more  than 
a  diird  of  the  whole  number  fliould  be  employed  in  this  fervice  ; 
the  remainder  would  be  quite  fufiicient  to  prefcrve  the  internal 
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tranquillity  of  our  own  country.    This  he  propofcd  to  be  done 
by  a  bill  to  enable  His  Majcfty  to  add  to  eftabliOied  foldiers,  &c. 

The  report  of  the  refolution  juft  entered  into  was  ordered  to 
be  received  to-morrow. 

Sir  CHARLES  MORGAN  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
'  which  was  to  go  into  a  Committee  on  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
working  of  canals  in  the  time  of  the  corn  harvcft. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  being  entirely  againft  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  he  prefumed  he  was  in  order  in  oppofing  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.  That  he  did  not  propofe  to  enter 
^  at  large  into  the  arguments  which  might  be  urged  upon  the 
merits  of  this  bill,  but  fhould  content  himfelf  with  ftating  two 
fundamental  objeftions,  which  he  thought  were  unanfwer- 
able  :  firft,  that  the  bill  was  founded  on  a  falfe  fuppofition,  viz. 
that  labour  provided  and  payment  fecured  would  not  iind  la- 
bourers, when  they  were  moft  wanted ;  that  he,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  convinced  that,  in  this  country,  wherever  there 
was  employment  oiFered,  and  an  adequate  price  granted,  there. 
would  always  be  found  hands  fufficient  to  perform  it.  If,  at 
any  particular  time  or  place  a  deficiency  had  exifted,  it  could 
only  be  accidental  and  temporary,  and  need  not  be  provided  for 
by  the  permanent  provifions  and  coercive  regulations  of  this 
bill.  There  was  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  harveft  labour  would 
not  be  as  readily  fupplied  as  any  other,  if  it  was  equally  well 
paid  for.  But  the  fecond  objedion,  -which  he  had  to  ftate,  ap« 
peared  to  him  much  more  material,  and  in  its  nature  infur- 
mountable.  That  what  the  bill  propofed  was  a  thing,,  which' 
no  Legiflature  had  a  right  to  do>  that^is,  if  natural  juftice 
were,  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  direction  and  limit  of  all  legifla- 
tive  power.  The  induftry  of  all  men  ought  to  be  free.  Every 
individual  had  a  right,  of  which  he  could  not  be  deprived 
without  injudice,  to  carry  his  labour  to  that  market,  where  he 
could  difpofe  of  it  to  the  greatefl  advantage,  and  to  ferve  that 
employer  who  offered  him  the  higheft  price  for  his  fervice.  If, 
at  particular  feafons,  thefe  were  in  fafla  competition  for  la- 
bourers between  the  farmers  and  the  canals,  would  you  by 
force  deprive  the  labourer  of  the  benefit  of  that  competition  ^ 
Would  you  fay  to  a  working  man,  who  has  nothing  but  the 
labour  of  his  hands  to  fubfift  on,  that  he  muft  work  for  the 
farmer  for  a  ihilling  or  eighteen  pence  a  day^  when  hp  can  get 
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two  (hillings  by  working  on  the  canals  ?  What  right  have  you 
to  give  the  farmer  a  monopoly,  of  the  fervice  of  any  fet  of  men  ? 
Let  him  pay  for  it,  and  he  will  have  it.  The  clafs  of  people 
who  were  tQ  be  aSefled  by  this  bill,  was  the  lowed  in  the 
community,  and  for  that  reafon,  if  they  were  induftrious,  th« 
beft  entitled  to  kindnefs,  encouragement,  and  protedion. — 
Property  they  have  none.  Whsrt  right,  what  confolation, 
would  they  have  left,  if  you  deprived  them  of  the  liberty  of 
providing  for  their  necefltties,  by  the  free  and  uncontrolled  ap- 
plication of  the  labour  of  their  hands  ?  He  trufted,  there^ 
fore,  that  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  who  were  the  proper  guar- 
dians of  the  people,  would  never  confent  to  pafs  a  bill  to  de- 
prive theni  of  the  firft  of  all  natural  rights,  that  of  labouring, 
as  profitably  as  they  could,  for  themfelves. 

Mr.  DEINT  was  againft  the  bill  in  quedion  ;  he  faid  there 
were  hundreds  of  people  who  came  from  Scotland  and  from 
Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  only  of  working  in  canals,  and  who 
knew  nothing  of  corn  harveft.  If  this  bill  pafled,  they  would 
be  entirely  deprived  of  the  only  honed  means  they  had  of  Tub- 
fiftence.  If  they  fliould  return  to  their  native  country,  would 
the  farmers  pay  their  expences,  and  give  them  an  equivalent 
for  their  lofs  of  wages  ? 

Mr-   POWYS  was  againft  an  unqualified  bill  that  fliould 
operate  to  the  reflraint  of  labour,  but  thought  that  one  might 
be  modified,  fo  as  to  meet  the  ends  of  juftice  and  expediency. 
Mr.  C AWTHORNE  was  nearly  of  the  fame  opinion. 
Mr.  COURTENAY  oppofed  the  whole  principle  of  the 
bill,  upon  the  fame  grounds  as  thofe  fpecjfied  by  Mr.  Francis^ 
Mr.  BURKE  alfo  oppofed  the  whole  principle  of  the  bill.^ 
He  faid  there  could  net  exift  any  neceflity  for  it ;  for  where 
there  was  a  competition  for  raifing  the  price  of  labour,  there 
would  labourers  be  found. 
^Sir  CHARLES  MORGAN  faid,  if  this  biU  did  not  pafs, 
fa^defpaired  of  getting  in  the  corn. 
Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  was  againft  the  motion. 
Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  fpoke  in  favour  of  it,  and 
thought  the  bill  might  be  modified  to  obviate  objedions. 

A  divifion  was  called  for,  but  it  was  afterwards  agreed  to 
poftpone  this  bufinefs  until  this  day  three  months. 

Dd  a 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  adjourned  debate^  on  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  prevent  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  future  eledion  of 
Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Stock* 
bridge,  in  the  county  of  Southanipton ;  and  alfo  for  leave  to 
bring  in  another  bill,  to  disfranchife  certain  electors  of  that 
borough, 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  as  to  the  firft  bill  he  had  no  objcc 
tion ;  but  unlefs  he  had  better  evidence  laid  before  him,  he 
Ihould  not  think  himfelf  juftified  in  voting  for  the  fecond. 

Mr.  SALISBURY  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  the 
evidence  on  which  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  founded. 

Mr.  FOX  approved  of  the  mode  which  had  been  adopted  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  in  feparating  the  two  objeds  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee.  He  confidered  the  bill  to  difqualify  the  elec- 
tors, as  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties ;  and  he  remembered  in  the 
cafe  of  Shoreham,  when  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  pafled, 
he  heard  a  great  deal  of  evidence  in  the  Houfe,  but  not  think- 
ing that  evidence  fufficient,  he  voted  againft  that  bill.  He  had 
no  panicular  obje£lion  to  this  bill  being  brought  in,  in  order 
that  the  fubjefl  might  be  fully  difcufled,  but  then  he  (hould 
require  evidence  to  be  given  at  the  bar  of  thai  Houfe  in  a  very 
fatisfadory  manner,  of  the  clear  guilt  of  thefe  eledors,  before 
'  be  (hould  agree  to  the  pafling  a  bill  to  deprive  them  of  their 
right  of  eleSion. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  faid  a  few  words. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  thought  the  proceeding  in  this  bill  to  be, 
properly  fpeakjng,  a  proceeding  upon  an  ex  poji  fa£fo  law  ;  if 
the  law  was  perfedl,  why  not  proceed  upon  the  law  as  it  ftands ; 
.  if  otherwife,  why  make  a  law  for  this  cafe  in  particular,  why 
not  alter  the  law  in  general  ?  He  confidered  this  meafure  aft  an 
aft  of  oppreflion  upon  thefe  perfons ;  for  was  it  poffible  for 
them  to  appear  properly  before  the  Houfe  to  make  their  own 
defence  ?  He  moved  /*  That  this  debate  be  adjourned  to  this 
day  three  months." 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  objefted  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill.  There  was  an  aft  of  Parliament,  the  2d  of  Geo, 
II.  which  regulated  the  mode  of  trying  perfons  for  bribery  at 
eledlions,  and  of  puniihing  them  if  convidcd.  The  time  of 
profccution  was  by  thayt  ad  limited  to  tjvo  years  after  the  con- 
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Tidion  of  the  oflTence,  and  this  bill  might  be  faid  to  be  a  bill 
for  enlarging  the  powers  of  that  aft. 

Mr.  BUXTON  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  leave  to  bring  in 
the  bill  in  queftion.     He  thought  the  care  that  Houfe  ought  to 
take  ot  the  Conftitution  of  this  country  required  it.  Her  thought 
that  every  man  in  this  country,  who  had  the  right  of  an  elec- 
tion of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament^  ought  not  to  confider 
himfelf  as  holding  it  for  his  own  intered,  or  even  for  the  inte« 
Ttil  of  the  place  in  which  he  lived,  but  that  he  held  it  for  the 
general  intered  of  the  whole  country,  and  that  fo  regarding  it^ 
be  ihould  give  his  vote  for  the  wifeft  and  the  bed  man  he  knew^ 
in  order  that  the  people  at  large  ihould  be  fatisfied  with  the 
(hte  of  their  reprefentation ;  for  thefe  reafons  he  thought  that 
Houfe  could  not  be  too  eager  to  puniih  thofe  who  had  beea 
guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption. 
Sir  FRANCIS  BASSET  fupported  the  motion. 
Mr.  WINDHAM  was  not  of  opinion  that  the  prefent  was 
fuch  a  cafe  as  called  for  thefe  verity  of  a  bill  of  pains  and  penal- 
ties, fuch  a  meafure  fliould  be  referved  for  great  offenders  ;  he 
was  therefore  againft  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill  in  queftion. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  opinion,  oa  the 
nature  and  effedl  of  this  bill,  may  poflibly  be  Angular,  and  per«. 
haps  may  be  thought  extraordinary  ^  but  it  is  ferious  andHin* 
cere.  As  fuch,  I  ihall  deliver  it  without  any  other  referve 
but  that,  which  the  forms  of  Parliament  oblige  me  to  obferve. 
Every  man  mud  be  fenfiblc  that  there  are  many  confiderations, 
belonging  to  this  particular  fubjeA,  which  are  fitter  to  be 
fuggefted  and  left  to  the  reflexions  of  the  Houfe,  than  to  be 
publicly  argued  in  detail.  Confidering  the  aftual  State  of 
what  is  called  the  reprefentation  of  the  Commons  in  Parlia- 
ment, I  am  againd  this  bill,  and  (hall  oppofe  every  meafure  of 
this  kind,  that  may  be  introduced  hereafter  on  fimilar  ground. 
In  w^hat  I  am  going  lo  fay.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  or  defire  to 
make  a  particular  application  to  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. I  look  back  to  what  has  been,  and  forward  to  what 
maj  be.  My  opinion  relates  to  a  general  fyftem,  which  I  be* 
lieve  to  prevail  univerfally  through  the  kingdom,  and  of  which 
it  would  be  equally  unneceffary  and  diforderly  to  feled  the  pre- 
fent Houfe  of  Commons  as  a  diftinguithed  or  prominent  ex- 
ample.   1  deem  this  bill  to  be,  in  the  firft  place,  partial  and 
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ODJuft  in  its  immediate  penal  operation ;  in  the  fecond,  uttcrlj 
ufelefs  and  inefFe<£lual  to  its  profefled  or  Aippofed  ;  and  finally, 
according  to  my  view  of  the  whole  fubjefly  not  only  not  bene- 
ficial)  but  likely  to  be  injurious  to  the  public  fervice*.  In  the 
diilribution  of  juftice,  particularly  where  great  penalties  are 
propofed  to  be  inili£tcd,  I  hold  it  to  be  an  eflfential  principle, 
that  equal  meafure  (hould  be  obferved,  alike  and  indifferently, 
to  all  men.  We  have  no  right  to  fix  upon  fpecial  inflances, 
for  the  purpofe  of  particular  punifliment,  while  we  permit  or 
connive  at  the  general  fydem,  to  which  thofe  inftances  infepa- 
rably  belong.  They,  whofe  minds  are  vigorous  enough  xm 
deny,  or  too  feeble  to  believe,  that  the  conftrudion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  in  former  times,  has  not  been  confiderably  in- 
fluenced by  money,  that  it  has  not  been  or  is  not  likely  to  be 
the  fubje£l  of  pecuniary  bargain  between  the  candidate  and  the 
conllituent,  will  differ  from  me  in  my  conclufion.  But  he, 
who  believes,  as  I  do,  that  a  fyftem  of  bribery  and  corruption 
prevails  almoil  univerfaliy,  wittr  the  tacit  confent,  at  lead,  of 
thofe  who  ought  and  are  able  to  correal  it  if  they  think  it  a  bad 
one,  will  never  confent  to  inflid  fpecial  penalties  on  perfbns, 
who  are  no  way  diflinguifhed  from  their  neighbours,  but  by 
the  accident  of  being  caught.  You  fufFer  the  fnare  to'cxift, 
and  you  punifh  the  unwary  offender,  who  happens  to  be  taken 
io  by  it.  But  is  he  any  worfe  than  the  multitudes  who  efcape  ? 
'If  you  believe  that  the  commodity  in  queflion  is  every  day 
bought  and  fold  by  wholefale,  by  rich  and  eminent  perfons, 
in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  will  you  punifh  a  few  poor,  ill- 
educated  men,  for  endeavouring  to  take  their  (hare  in  the  fame 
traffic,  and  for  doing  in  retail,  and  with  much  Wronger  temp- 
tations, what  their  betters  are  doing  in  grofs  ?  The  poor  man 
takes  the  bribe.  Againft  him  you  are  fevere.  The  rich  man 
offers  it.  Of  him  you  take  no  notice.  Gentlemen,  I  think, 
(hould  look  a  little  to  their  confciences  before  they  venture  to 
aOumc  the  office  of  judge  in  this  cafe.  A  good  deal  has  been 
faid  by  gentlemen  who  oppofe  the  bill,  of  the  want  of  legal 
proofs  in  the  prefent  inflance,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
'  fuch  evidence,  as  would  juflify  the  Houfe  in  paffing  a  bill  of 
pains  and  penalties.  For  my  part.  Sir,  I  lay  all  thofe  confi- 
derations  out  of  the  queilion.  I  take  it  for  granted,,  that  the 
particulars  flated  in  the  report  of  your  Committee  are  well 
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founded.  If  I  had  heard  every  inftancc  of  the  corruptions  in 
queftion  proved  fpecifically  at  your  bar,  if  I  had  feen  the  elec- 
tors of  Stockbridge  take  the  money,  it  would  make  no  diffe- 
rence in  my  opinion  of  this  bill.  You  cannot  punifli,  when 
you  refiife  or  negle£l  to  reform.  ^The  abufe  is  general  and  no- 
torious. Th«  inftance  you  prohibit  is  nothing  but  a  fample  of 
the  pradice  you  permit.  Do  yoii  think  that,  by  disfranchifing 
thefe  individuals^  the  principal  end  of  penal  juftice  will  in  any 
degree  be  obtained?  Do  you  believe  it  will  deter  others,  ci*. 
ther  high  or  low,  from  felling  their  intereft  or  their  votes  in 
other  places,  or  at  this  place  at  a  future  election  ?  You  know 
it  will  not.  All  the  eiFedl,  to  be  expefied  from  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  as  this,  is  to  make  other  perfons,  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  a 
little  more  cautious  in  the  form  of  their  proceedings,  a  little 
more  dexterous  in  the  management  of  their  corrupt  engage- 
ments, and  more  careful  of  expofing  themfelves  to  be  deteded. 
Under  pretence  of  punifhing  bribery,  in  a  particular  cafe,  all 
you  do  is  to  teach  the  leflbn,  and  inculcate  the  neceflity,  of 
ading  with  deeper  fraud  on  other  occafions.  If  there  be  any 
truth  in  thefe  reflections;  if  it  be  admitted,  as  I  think  it  muft^ 
in  the  mind  of  every  man,  that  this  bill,  whether  jufl  or  hot 
in  its  immediate  application,  will  not  deter  others;  I  then 
(hould  be  glad  to  know,  in  what  fenfe  our  having  recourfe  to 
fuch  a  nieafure  can  be  of  any  advantage  to  the  Public.  On 
ftty  principles,  and  according  to  my  view  of  the  fubjeft,  nothing 
can  be  more  injurious  to  the  public  fervicc  than  to  hold  out  to 
the  people  the  appearance  of  parliamentary  vigour,  in  particu- 
lar inftances  of  corruption,  when,  in  fa£l,  we  are  indifferent 
about  the  whole  fyftem,  and  fufFer  it  to  take  its  courfe  without 
interruption  or  notice.  The  efFecl  of  thefe  pretended  reme- 
dies, thefe  occafional  palliatives,  I  fear,  will  be  to  lull  and  (hi- 
pify  the  people,  already  too  dull  and  indifferent,  on  the  fubje£l 
of  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  to  deprive  us  of  any  chance  of 
a  real  eSeSive  remedy.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  a  complete ' 
alteration  in  the  conftruSion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  in- 
difpenfibly  neceflary  to  the  prefervation  of  the  Conftitution,  I 
never  will  concur  in  any  meafure  that  tends  to  throw  a  veil 
over  the  general  abufe,  or  to  encourage  the  people  in  thinking 
that  a  general  comprehenfive  remedy  for  a  univcrfal  and  rooted 
•vil  may  be  delayed  with  fafety.    For  my  part,  Sir,  I  ferioufly 
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aiid  folemnTy  declare,  that,  confidering  all  the  circumftances 
of  our  fituation,  I  think  it  would  be  ultimately  more  advanta* 
geous  to  the  country,  that  the  abufe,  of  which  we  have  now 
one  folitary  example  before  us,  fliould  be  fuffered  to  grow  and 
increafe  as  it  has  done,  rather  than  refort  to  the  ulelefs  checks 
of  fuch  occafional  bills  as  this  ;  for  then,  perhaps,  a  time  vazy 
come,  when  the  evil  may  cure  itfelf,  or  when  the  public  fliame 
and  fcandal  of  the  prefent  mode  of  eleAion  may  become  fo 
grofs  and  enormous,  that  this  Hou(e  may  at  laft  be  compelled 
to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Mr.  POWYS  difclaimed  all  the  fentiment«  he  had  jutt 
heard,  and  begged  it  to  be  underilood,  that  he  voted  againft 
the  bill,  not  on  any  theoretic  fdeas  of  general  reform,  but  on 
the  infufficiency  of  the  evidence  in  this  fpecific  cafe^ 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  was  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  was  alfo  in  its  favour: 

Mr.  HUSSEY  explained. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  19 

Againft  it        —  —  18 

The  Houfe  adjourned.  , 

Thuffdajt  nth  Jpril. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  of  one  million  and  a 
half  to  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  defray  the  extraordinary 
cxpcncefi  of  the  prefent  year,  was  brought  up.  The  refolution 
was  read,  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  up  in 
purfuancc  of  it. 

Lord  FIELDING  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he  fhouM 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  affift 
the  infurgc;its  in  Britariny,  by  taking  fuch  of  the  militia  of  this 
country  as  (hould  be  willing  to  go  upon  foreign  fervicc,  in  ad- 
dition to  regular  troops. 

Mr.  GASCOYNE  opened  a  petition  from  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  Liverpool,  ftating  the  ftagnation  of  trade  and 
commerce,  on  account  of  late  failures  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country,  and  that  the  general  interefts  of  commerce  i^rould  be 
injured  by  it,  if  fome  fteps  were  not  taken  to  prevent  it.  For 
that  purpofe,  the  petitioners. had  formed  a  plan  to  iflue  their 
notes,  under  certain  regulations^  as  to  days  of  payment  and 
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intcreft,  and  they  ftatcd  their  readinefs  to  lay  before  the  Holife 
a  precifc  ftatc  of  their  property  and  their  ability  to  honour  fuch 
notes  when  they  became  due,  Sec. 

Mr.  Gafcoyne  dated,  that  in  point  of  foi'm  there  could  only 
be  prefcnted  to  the  Houfe  a  petition  for  leave  to  prefent  another 
petition  to  the  efFeft  which  he  had  opened,  becaufe  the  day  for 
receiving  private  petitions  was  paflTed.  This  form  b^^ing  com- 
plied with,  the  petition  itfelf  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  the 
prayer  of  which  was,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
"  to  enable  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of 'Liverpool  to  raife 
"  certain  fums  of  money  on  their  negociable  notes,  &c." 

Referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
this  fubjcft,  which,  he  faid,  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  great 
magnitude  and  importance.  He  wifhed  gentlemen  to  turn  the 
fubjeA  in  their  minds.  The  firft  queftion  that  would  occur 
to  them  would  be,  whether  the  faSs  to  which  the  petition  al- 
luded were  true ;  upon  this  he  gave  no  opinion  now  ;  he  only 
thought  it  proper  that  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  fliould  be 
called  to  it,  as  it  was  a  fubje6l  of  great  importance.  He  (hould, 
however,  fay  as  he  felt,  that  this  application  did  great  honour 
to  the  liberality  and  fpirit  of  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool ;  for 
they  had  afted  in  a  manner  that  might  be  highly  ferviceable  to 
the  commercial  intereft  of  this  country.  There  were  many 
inftances  of  individuals  in  this  country  being  brought  to  diffi- 
culties ;  not  from  their  want  of  folid  capital,  or  inability  to' 
anfwcr  all  the  demands  upon  them,  but  from  fudden  demands 
being  made,  which  they  were  not  able,  all  at  once,  to  dif- 
charge.  For  thefe  reafons,  there  were  many  individuals  in 
this  country  compelled  to  ftop  payment,  although  there  was  no 
doubt,  that  on  the  making  up  their  accounts  their  folvency 
would  appear.  He  applauded  the  fpirit  which  didlated  this 
petition  ;  andconfidering  it  in  the  nature  of  an  example,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  of  great  importance.  He  hoped  the  re- 
port upon  the  fafts  would  bcftiort ;  and  if  the  Houfe  ^oulcj 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  he  hoped  they  would  proceed 
with  the  care  and  caution  which  the  magnitude  of  the  fubje^t 
feemed  to  him  to  require. 

Mr.  THORNTON  rofe,  and  faid,  that  the  ftatc  of  credit 
for  fome  time  paft  had  encouraged  the  merchants  to  extend 
Vol.  XXXV.  Ee 
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their  engagements  fo  rapidly,  that  the  mod  ferious  confe* 
qiienceswere  to  be  apprehended,  unlefs  Parliament  diould 
fpeedily  interfere.  He  coafefled  himfelf  aware  that  the  Bank 
of  Englaad  might  be  looked  up  to  on  an  occafion  which  was 
hitherto  unprecedented.  The  Bank,  however,  had  moft  libe- 
rally ftcpped  forward ,^  and  granted  every  poflible  degree  of  fup- 
port  and  indulgence,  and  gentlemen  muft  be  confcious^  that 
an  undue  extenfion  of  their  credit  would  be  highly  iBl]propec» 
and  prove  ultimately  injurious  to  the  Public. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  a  Committee  to  confider  anoU 
report  upon. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  feveral  eleftors  and  proprietors 
of  houfes  in  the  borough  of  Stockbridge,  complaining  of  the 
injury  which  their  property  would  fuftain  if  the  bill  then  de- 
pending in  the  Houfc„  extending  to  the  freeholders  of  the  ad- 
jacent hundreds  the  right  of  voting  for  Members  to  reprefent' 
the  faid  borough  in  Parliament ^  which  right  was  at  prefent 
confined  to  houfeholders  paying  fcot  and  lot,  ihould  pafs  into  a 
aw  ;  and  praying  that  they  might  be  heard  by  th  eir  counlel 
again  ft  the  faid  bill. 

A  motion  was  accordingly  made  that  the  petition  (hould  lie 
upon  the  table,  *  and  that  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to 
*  which  it  referred,  the  petitioners  fhould  be  heard  by  their 
*.  counfel  againft  the  fame/ 

Mr.  E.  J.  ELLIOT  confidered  the  pfayer  of  this  petition 
to  be  extremely  indecent,  as  it  went  the  length  of  infmuatingj^ 
that  the  right  of  voting  for  Members  to  fit  in  Parliament  was 
a  matter  of  property  ;  and  that  the  Legiflature  ought  not  to 
pafs  a  law,  however  neceflary  it  might  be  to  the  purity  of  re- 
prefentation,  becaufe,  forfooth  what  the  eleftors  very  inde- 
cently called  their  property,,  would  be  injured  by  it.  The  . 
fsi&  was,  the  right  of  voting  was  a  truft,  and  whenever  it  was 
evident  that  it  wasgrofsly  abufed,  it  was  a  duty  incumbent  up- 
on Parliament  to  guard  as  much  as  poflible  againft  a  repetition 
of  the  abufe,  and  to  attend  folely  to  the  public  good,  regard- 
Icfs  of  private  confiderations.  He  faid,  that  irrcfiftible  evi- 
dence had  been  given  in  the  Committee,  of  which  he  had  been 
Chairman,  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  laft  eleftion  for 
the  borough  of  Srockbridge,  of  grofe  and  notorious  bribery  and 
corruption  praftifed  at  the  fame  ;  fo  tliat  the  Committee  had 
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£re6ted  that  a  motion  (hoiild  be  made  in  the  Houfe  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  disfranchifing  62t  eleftorsof  that  borpugh, 
and  for  extending  to  others  the  right  of  elcftion.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  he  confidered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  refift  the  prayer 
of  the  prefent  petition,  and  to  refufe  to  hear  the  petitioners  by 
their  coiwifel  againft  the  disfranchifing  bill,  which  the  Houfe 
had  ordered  in,  and  which  was  to  be  this  day  read  a  fecond 
time.  He  moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  that  the  words 
marked  by  inverted  commas  in  the  motion,  i)fkould  be  left  out« 

Mr.  MARTIN  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Elliot ;  he 
confidered  the  efedlive  franchife  as  a  truft,  and  not  as  a  matter 
of  property  ;  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  was  of  a  different  opinion  ;  he  thought  that 
the  eledlive  franchife,  when  attached  to  a  houfe,  rendered  that 
houfe  more  Valuable  than  it  could  be  without  it ;  and  confc- 
quently  he  was  of  opinion,  that  to  ftrip  it  of  that  valuable  ap- 
pendage,  muft  be  an  injury  to  the  proprietor.  In  his  mind, 
it  was  laudable  in  a  man  to  acquire  property  in  a  houfe  which 
would  give  its  owner  or  inhabitant  the  right  of  voting  ;  and 
the  man  who  (hould  be  deprived  of  that  right  might  complain, 
that  both  his  property  and  -importance  would  be  thereby  dimi- 
nifhed.  He  faid,  he  remembered  very  well  that  one  of  the 
bcft  plans  for  a  parliamentary  reform  which  had  ever  been  laid 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  formed  on  the  principle, 
that  the  ele&ive  franchife  in  boroughs  was  a  matter  of  property, 
and  on  that  ground  it  went  to  propofe  and  provide  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  all  burgage  tenures.  The  bill  againft  which  the  peti- 
tion was  directed,  enaSed,  that  the  right  of  voting  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Stockbridge  fhould  be  extended  to  the  freeholders  of 
the  neighbouring  hundreds.  If  by  this,  the  right  of  voting 
was  to  be  given  to  perfons  who  did  not  poflefsit  before,  fome- 
thing  might  be  faid  in  fupport  of  the  meafure  ;  but  they  were 
eledors  already  in  right  of  their  freeholds,  and  were  reprefent- 
cd  by  the  Knights  of  the  Shire.  Wit|i  refpeft  to  the  petition- 
ers, whofe  cafe  was  then  under  confideration,  he  thought  the 
Houfe  could  not  in  juftice  or  decency  refufe  to  hear  what  they 
had  to  fay ;  and  therefore,  though  he  fhould  (land  alone,  he 
was  determined  to  take  the  fenfeof  the  Houfe  upon  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  an  honourable  Member. 

E  e  2 
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The  qucftion  was  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided,  when  the 
amendment  was  rejedled  by  a  majority  of  27. 

For  the  amendment,  12  ;    Againft  it,  39. 

The  original  motion  was  then  carried,  which  fecurcd  to  the 
petitioners  a  hearing  by  their  Counfel. 

The  bill  againft  which  the  petition  was  prefented,  was,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  the  day,  to  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

To  oppofe  the  fecond  reading  Mr.  Pigot  and  Mr.  Douglas 
appeared  at  the  bar  as  Counfel  for  the  petitioners.  The  for- 
mer gentleman  firft  addreffed  the  Houfe,  and  having  pro- 
ceeded for  half  an  hour  in  his  fpeech,  he  was  interf  upted  by 

Mr.  HUSSEY  who  moved  that  the  Counfel  (hould  withr 
draw  ;  and  the  reafon  he  affigned  for  this  motion  was,  that  the 
arguments  which  the  learned  gentleman  was  ufing  were  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  addreffed  to  almofl  empty  benches ;  they 
were  well  entitled  to  the  cohfideration  of  a  full  Houfe ;  and  to 
ufe  them  then,  when  fo  few  Members  were  prefent,  could  be 
of  little  ufe  to  the  parties  concerned.  He  defired  that  the  Houfe 
might  be  counted;  it  was  accordingly  counted,  and  it  was 
found  that  only  31  Menjibers  were  prefent ;  the  Houfe  of  con- 
fequence  adjourned. 

Friday f  i2th  April. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  His  Majefty  one  million  and  half 
for  the  extraordinaries  of  the  prefent  year,  was  brought  up  by 
Mr.  Rofe,  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Confolidated 
Fund  bill;  read,  and  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be- 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday,  if  then  engroffed. 

A  ftiort  converfation  took  place  between  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr. 
liuffey,  and  feveral' other  Members,  after  which  it  was  agreed 
to  move  the  order  upon  the  Stockbridge  eledlion  on  Thurfday 
next. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  Mil  Hon 
Bank  bill  for  Monday  next,  be  difcharged  and  appointed  for 
Monday  fortnight.     Ordered. 

On  a  motion  to  revive  a  Committee  upon  a  private  bill, 
Mr.  Cawthornc  moved,  that  the  Houfe  be  counted,  19  only 
appeared  in  the  Houfe,  and  therefore  an  adjournment  took 
place. 


A.  1793.  DEBATES-  213 

Monday y  \^th  ApriU 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  refolving  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Government  and  trade  of  India ; 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Secretary  Dundas)  had  not  yet  been  able  to  complete  the 
ncccffary  previous  arrangements  for  opening  the  bufinefs  to  the 
Houfe.  He  would  probably  be  able  to  bring  it  forward  in  the 
courfe  of  the  next  week,  and  would  give  notice'of  the  parti- 
cular day  in  the  courfe  of  this  week.  In  the  mean  time  he 
ihould  move  that  the  order  be  difctiarged,  and  a  new  order  made 
for  Tuefday  next. 

The  report  of  the  Liverpool  petition,  praying  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  the  corporation  to  raife  money  for  the 
relief  of  commerce,  was  brought  up. 

Mr.  RYDER  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  more 
eflfedually  raifing  feamen  to  man  His  Majefty's  and  merchants* 
ihips,  during  the  prefent  war.  Leave  was  given,  and  the  bill 
brought  in,  and  read  the  firft  time. — Adjourned. 

Tuefday s  l6th  April. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  rofe  to  a(k  the  Secretary  pf  State 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  forward  his  propofition, 
of  which  he  had  given  notice  in  the  early  part  of  the  fefUon, 
for  taking  off  the  duty  payable  on  coals  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Scotland.  The  feflion,  he  obferved,  was  now  far  advanced, 
and,  if  credit  was  to  be  given  to  certain  reports,  was  drawing 
to  a  clofe ;  and  yet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  yet 
thought  proper  to  bring  in  his  propofition  for  the  relief  of  the 
Highlands,  in  lowering  to  the  inhabitants  the  price  of  fueU 
There  was  no  great  ground  for  hope,^  that  if  the  bufinefs  was 
taken  out  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  hands,  it  would 
meet  wi^h  fuccefs ;  ft  ill  it  was  the  duty  of  thofe  who  were  to- 
lerably acquainted  with  Scotland,  and  with  the  great  hardfliips 
and  grievances  of  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people  in  the  Northern 
part  of  the  kingdom,  arifing  from  the  fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of 
coalsy  to  make  an  attempt  to  relieve  them  \  and  therefore  he 
gave  notice  that  a  motion  would  certainly  be  fubmitted  to  the 
Houfe  by  fome  other  gentleman,  if  the  right  honourable  Mem- 
ber was  not  prepared  himfelf  to  make  one  this  feffion. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  fo  far  from  having 
abandoned  the  idea  of  relief  to  be  granted  to  the  Highlands,  of 
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which  he  had  given  notice  in  the  early  part  of  the  fefliony  he 
then  held  in  his  hand  a  claufe  which  he  had  framed  for  this 
purpofe,  and  which  he  intended,  with  the  leave  of  the  Houfe, 
to  have  inferted  in  a  bill  that  was  then  in  its  progrefs  through 
the  Houfe. 

Lord  FIELDING  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  motion  rc- 
fpeding  the  Militia.  He  obferved,  that  the  torrent  of  French 
invafion,  which,  with  fraternity  in  its  month,  and  havock  in 
its  heart,  had  threatened  to  over- run  this  country  and  all  £u« 
rope,  was,  by  the  blefling  of  Providence,  now  happily  re- 
pulfed,  and  the  French  armies  were  driven  within  their  former 
boundaries.  But  this  fortunate  event  ought  not  to  make  Eng- 
land relax  in  their  cflFort^ ;  flie  ought,  on  the  contrary,  to  fol- 
low up  the  blow  with  vigour,  left  a  change  ,of  fortune  (hould 
enaUe  the  enemy  to  refume  their  projeAs  of  conqueft  and  am- 
bition, and  make  them  return  to  the  charge  with  redoubled 
energy.  A  happy  opportunity  now  offered,  which,  if  we  pro- 
perly availed  ourfelves  of,  might  help  us  to  wound  France  in 
the'moft  fenfible  part ;  fuch  an  opportunity  as  furpafles  the 
tnoft  fanguine  hopes  any  man  dared  to  form  a  few  years  back  : 
this  opportunity  was  to  be  found  ;n  the  infurredlions  in  Bre- 
tagne,  (Britanny)  a  maritime  province  of  that  country,  and  the 
feat  of  her  principal  naval  ftrength.  He  might  fay,  in  the 
words  of  the  poet,  , 

Angliy  quod  optanti  divum  promitiere  nemo 
Audereiy  vohenda  dies,  en  attulit  ultro.         Virg. 

Sound  policy  required  that  we  (hould  co-operate  with,  and 
fupport  the  infurgents  ;  but  he  admitted  that  it  was  not  very 
eafy  to  find  the  means  of  an  efFedual  co-operation.  It  was 
defirable  that  we  fliould  fend  over  to  Bretagne  a  powerful  body 
of  troops  ;  but  he  was  forry  to  fay  that  our  army  was  very  far 
from  being  complete,  for  we  had  little  more  than  (keletons  of 
battalions,  and  thin  ranks.  In  fuch  an  emergency,  it  was  na- 
tural for  him  to  look  to  thofe  from  whofe  patriotifm  the  nation 
had  every  thing  to  exped  ;  he  meant  the  corps  of  militia. 
He  was  aware  that  they  could  not  be  made  to  ferve  out  of  the 
kingdom ;  but  he  was  fure,  that  when  the  intercft  of  their 
country  was  at  ftakc,  the  men  who  were  in  the  militia  would 
readily  wave  their  privilege,  and  confcnt  to  fcrve  abroad.     H« 
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did  not  mean  that  this  conlent  fhould  be  the  refult  of  trick,  re* 
cruiting  ftratagem,  or  undue  exertion  of  influence  or  autiKH 
rity  ;  he  did  not  wiih  that  any  militia  man  ihould  be  employed 
on  foreign  fervice,  who  fhould  not  be  truly  a  volunteer.  When 
His  Majedy  intended  to  fend  a  detachment  of  his  Guards 
abroad,  he  did  not  make  ufe  of  the  authority  which  belonged 
to  him  by  law,  he  therefore  did  not  iflue  his  orders  for  the 
embarkation  of  any  fpecific  officer  or  company,  but  caufed  it  \ 
to  be  (ignified  to  the  three  regiments,  that  he  wifhed  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  volunteers  ;  the  confequence  was,  that  they  all 
turned  out  of  their  own  accord,  and  voluntarily  made  a  tender 
of  their  fervice.  Juft  fo  would  he  proceed  with  the  militia,  if 
bis  plan  was  to  be  countenanced  by  the  Houfe,  and  he  would 
venture  to  foretell  that  the  example  of  the  Guards  would  be 
nobly  followed  by  the  militia  ;  as  a  proof  that  he  was  not  with- 
out good  grounds  for  entertaining  fuch  an  opinion,  he  faid  he 
was  fpeaking  in  the  hearing  of  an  honourable  Member,  who 
was  a  Colonel  in  the  militia,  and  who  was  authorized  by  the 
officers  and  foldiers  of  his  regiment  to  fay,  that  they  were  ex- 
tremely willing  to  ferve  their  country  either  abroad  or  at  home  ; 
in  a  word,  wherever  their  fervice  might  be  mod  advantageous- 
to  the  Public.  But  though  the  motion  was  popular  among  the 
.  inferior  officers  and  private  men,  there  mud  be  fome  failing, 
however,  in'  the  meafure,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  which  the  unen- 
lightened zeal  of  thefe  gallant  men  and  my felf  overlooked,,  and 
which  the  fagacity  of  the  Colonels  of  militia  and  Lord  Lieute- 
nants of  counties  had  difcovered  ;  a  radical  one,  no  doubt,  it 
mail  be,^  as  I  find  they  will  not  hear  of  the  bill  being  fo  much 
as  received,  much  lefs  difcufled  and  modified  in  a  Committee. 
I  cannot  help  regretting  this,  Sir,  as,  they  would  have  found 
the  meafure  I  had  in  contemplation  fleered  clear  of  every  ob- 
je&ion  which  did  not  go  to  the  object  of  the  meafure  itfelf. — 
It  would  have  been  far  from  letting  loofe  the  recruiting  parties 
upon  them ;  k  would  have  contained  regulations  to  guard 
againfl  violence,  competition  of  enormous  bounties^  debauch- 
ery, or  any  other  of  thofe  unfair  arts  of  fcduftion  by  which  the 
recruiting  fervice  is  too  generally  carried  on^  and  which  I  ad^ 
mit  would  be  utterly  deflrudive  to  all  difcipline  in  a  corps 
which  fhould  be  expofcd  to  it.  All  fair  and  reafonable  limi- 
tation too  I  fhould  have  gladly  embraced.     Nothing  of  this 
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fort,  however^  I  found,  Sir,  would  fatisfy  gentlemen ;  for 
which  reafon,  having  too  much  perfonal  refpeft  for  them  in- 
dividually, and  too  high  a  fenfe  of  their  colleftive  weight  and 
importance  in  this  Houfe,  to  contcft  any  point  v^rith  them,  I 
ihall  not  perfifl:  in  making  any  motion.  As  I  have  fome  reafon, 
however,  to  apprehend  my  motives  have  been  mifconceived,  I 
beg  the  indulgence  of  gentlemen  for  a  few  words  to  that  point. 
I  proteft,  in  the  firft  place,  this  ftep  did  not  arife  from  any 
concert  with  the  Minifter  ;  I  am  but  little  connefted  with  any 
party,  leaft  of  all  with  his.  My  motives  for  bringing  it  for- 
ward w«re  purely  patriotic  and  difinterefted  ;  as  a  profeflional 
man,  my  plan  was  direftly  againft  my  own  private  intereft. 
His  Lordfliip  was  proceeding  to  vindicate  his  motives,  when 
he  was  called  to  order  by 

Mr.  BAKjER,  who  faid  as  the  noble  Lord  had  declared  that 
he  did  not  intend  to  conclude  with  a  motion,  and  as  there  was 
other  bufmefs  whiqh  many  Members  were  waiting  to  difpatch, 
it  could  not  be  orderly  in  his  Lordfliip  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Houfe  in  vindicating  his  own  conduft,  which  had  not  been 
impeached  by  any  one. 

In  this  opinion  the  Speaker  having  concurred, 

Lord  FIELDING  faid,  that  he  would  bow  to  the  authority 
of  the  old  Member  and  refpeSable  gentleman  who  had  called 
him  to  order,  and  to  the  ft  ill  higher  authority  of  the  Chair,  and 
would  therefore  proceed  no  farther. 

Cotonel  HARTLEY  begged  leave  juft  to  obferve,  that  he 
was  the  perfon  to  whom  the  noble  Lord  had  alluded,  whoie 
regiment  (the  Berkftiire  militia)  had  exprefled  a  readinefs  to 
ferve  abroad  ;  the  faft  was,  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
officers  of  his  corps,  in  which  they  declared  that  fhould  the 
noble  Lord's  plan  be  paffed  into  a  law,  they  and  their  men 
would  certainly  be  at  His  Majefty*s  command,  and  would  go 
upon  any  fervice  on  which  he  might  be  pleafed  to  employ  them  ; 
but  at  the  lame  time,  they  gave  no  opinion  about  the  propriety 
of  bringing  forward  fuch  a  plan. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  hoped  the  Houfe  would  fufFer  him  to 
fpeak,  though  he  did  not  know  wheiher  he  fliould,  any  more 
than  the  noble  Lord,  (Fielding)  conclude  with  a  motion  j  on 
that  head,  he  faid,  he  ihould  be  determined  by  the  anfwer  to  a 
qucftion,  which  he  was  going  to  put  to  His  Majefty's  MiuiC- 
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tcrs  over  againft  him.  The  queftion  was,  whether  a  paper 
which  had  appeared  in  all  the  public  prints,  and  was  therein 
ftikd  a  (late  paper,  delivered  to  dieir  High  Mightinefles  the 
States  General  on  the  5th  inftant,  and  figned  Auckland  and 
Louis  de  Staremberg,  was  an  authentic  copy  of  a  paper  deli-* 
vered  on  that  day  by  the  Englifli  and  Imperial  AmbaiTadors  at 
the  Hague? 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  replied  that  a  paper  figned  by  the 
Englifh  and  Imperial  Ambafladors  at  the  Hague  was  delivered 
by  them  to  the  States  General,  on  the  5th  of  April ;  that  he ' 
had  (een  an  authentic  copy  of  it ;  but  that  he  could  not  tell 
whether  that  which  the  honourable  gentleman  faid  hadappear^ 
ed  in  all  the  public  prints  was  a  correct  copy  or  not,  as  he  had 
not  read  it  in  print.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  wifhecUo  be 
fiiUy  informed  on  that  head,  the  mod  proper  ftep  for  liim  to 
take  for  that  purpote  would  be  to  move  for  an  oiScial  copy  of 
the  paper  in  queftion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  defired  to  know  whether  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  have  any  objection  to  his  moving 
for  it  that  moment  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  he  had ;  and  as  the  honourable 
Member  might  probably  intend  to  groun(l  fome  proceeding  on 
this  paper,  he  would  recommend  it  to  him  to  give  notice  of  the 
day  on  which  he  (hould  move  for  the  produdion  of  the  State 
paper  to  which  he  had  referred. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  accordingly  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
make  fuch  a  motion  on  Thurfday ;  and  he  faid  that  if  it  (hould 
be  found  that  the  printed  paper  was  an  exa£t  copy  of  the  State 
paper  delivered  by  Lord  Auckland  to  the  States  General,  he 
hc^ed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  agree  with  him^ 
that  it  was  as  execrable  and  as  unprincipled  a  paper  as  had 
ever  difgraced  the  diplomatic  world  ;  and  that  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  dared  to  prefent  it  ought  to  be  immediately  recalledy 
and  then  impeached.     The  Houfe  adjourned. 

fFednifdajt  lyth  April. 

Mr.  ROSE  gave  notice^  that  he  fhonld^  on  Monday  next, 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of 
friendly  focieties.— Adjourned. 

Vdl.  XXXV.  f  f 
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Thurfdayy  i%th  April. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  laft  Tuefday  he  had  ftatcd  to 
the  Houfe  that  he  ihould  this  day  move  for  the  produ£lion  of  a 
ftate  paper,  and  he  affured  the  Houfe  that  he  did  not  move  for 
that  paper  for  the  information  of  the  Houfe  or  of  the  Public, 
nor  did  he  move  it  for  curiofity,  but  that  he  moved  it  with  a 
view  that  it  fliould  be  followed  up  by  a  motion  for  an  addref^ 
inftantly  to  recall  Lord  Auckland  from  his  prefent  fituation  at 
the  Hague,  and  afterwards  with  a  motion  of  a  ftill  ftronger . 
nature.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  had  wilhed  this  motion  to  be  poftponed  to  this 
day,  and  he  had  conformed  with  that  wifh.  With  rcfpeft  to 
the  paper  he  (hould  move  for,  he  faid,  he  trufted  that,  on  a 
very  flrght  infpeftion  of  it,  every  man  mnft  be  convinced  that 
it  could  not  be  either  for  the  honour  or  the  credit  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  to  flieltcr  either  Lord  Auckland  or  themfelves 
by  withholding  the  paper  for  which  he  ihould  move,  and 
which  was  the  only  document  on  which  he  could  regularly 
form  his  other  intended  motion  \  and  therefore,  without  fay- 
ing one  word  more,  he  might  make  his  motion  for  this  paper ; 
at  the  fame  time  he  was  aware,  that  in  this  paper  a  great  num- 
ber of  other  papers  were  referred  to,  moft  of  which  had  been 
already  before  the  Public,  although  not  officially  before  that 
Houfe ;  and  therefore  he  had  no  objection  to  extending  his 
motion  to  all  the  documents  alluded  to  in  this  paper. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  when  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman mentioned  this  fubjed,  and  alluded  to  a  certain  paper, 
he  was  not  certain  it  was  the  paper  which  he  had  in  his  own 
mind  thought  of,  and  therefore  he  had  abftained  from  giving 
any  pofitive  anfwer.  This,  particularly  when  he  confidered 
the  cxifting  circumftances  of  the  country,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  his  duty  upon  fo  delicate  a  fubjefl  as  that  of  laying  before 
the  Public  a  ftate  paper.  He  therefore  took  an  opportunity  of 
examining  the  ftate  paper  before  he  gave  any  anfwer,  and  ha- 
ving had  that  opportunity,  he  now  declared  that  he  was  fo  far 
from  defiring  to  give  the  leaft  oppofition  to  the  motion  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  about  to  make,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  after  the  manner  in  which  the  fubjedl  had  been  ftated^ 
not  merely  for  the  honour  of  the  charader  of  the  noble  Lord 
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alluded  to,  for  whom,  and  for  whofe  chara^ler,  he  felt  what 
he  ought  to  feel,  for  his  having  rendered  great  andelTential  fer- 
vices  to  his  country,  but  alfo  for  the  fake  of  the  country  itfelf, 
he  wifhed  the  wht)le  of  this  fubjeft  to  undergo  the  ful'.eft  dif- 
cuffion,  fully  perfmded  that,  whea  it  came  before  them,  the 
condu£i  of  the  nob^e  Lord  would  be  found  to  be  in  ftriS  con- 
formity to  the  Antiments  which  had  be^n  e^ipreifed  autheqti* 
cally  by  His  Majclly,  and  which  had  alre^idy  received  the  de- 
cided and  unanimous  approbation  of  that  Houfe.  He  did  not 
wifli  to  enter  into  the  fuhjeS  at  prefent  ;  he  Ihnuld  only  far- 
ther obftTve,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  mean 
to  move  for  other  papers  alluded  to  rn  this  memorial,  he  him- 
fclf  ihould  have  :x)oved  for  them,  : 

A  fhort  Cinrcrfation  then  took  place  between  the  Chancel* 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Sheridan  as  to  the  fpecific  pa- 
pers which  would  be  wanted  for  the  future  difcuflion  of  the 
fubje6l ;  that  being  fettled, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved,  "That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
**  prefentcd  to  His  Majefty,  praying  that  he  will  be  gracioufly 
"  pleafed  to  give  direftions  for  laying  before  the  Houfe  a  copy 
"  of  the  memorial,  dated  the  5th  of  April  inftant,  and  pre- 
"  fented  to  the  States  General  by  the  Britifh  and  Imperial 
«  Minifters."— Ordered. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  gave  notice  of  his  motion  on  this 
fubjedl  on  Monday  next, 

Mr.  GREY  adverted  to  the  (landing  order  of  the  Houft 
upon  the  fubjcft  of  bribery  at  eleSions.  That  if  any  perfon 
procured  himfelf  to  be  returned  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  or 
ihould  endeavour  to  do  fo  by  means  of  bribery  or  other  cor- 
rupt praftices,  he  fhould  be  proceeded  againft  with  the  utmoft 
feverity.  A  report  had  been  prefented  to  that  Houfe  by'one  of 
its  Members  (Lord  Arden) ;  this  report,  amongft  other  things 
read  at  the  bar,  dated  that  a  Member  had  been  guilty  of  bri- 
bery by  his  agent.  Mr.  Grey  faid  he.underftood  it  was  always 
ufual,  on  the  report  being. brought  up  to  the  table,  for  the  ha!^ 
nourable  Member  prefenting  that  report,  to  move  that  it  be 
read  ;  this  was  not  done  by  the  noble  Lord  who  prefented  this 
report.  Mr.  Grey  faid  he  did  not  pledge  himfelf  to  follow  up 
this  fubje(ft  with  any  particular  motion  after  what  he  ihould 
conclude  with  on  this  fub]e£l  to-day  ;  he  rather  wifhed  to  re- 
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tnmd  the  Houfe  how  this  fubjed  flood  at  this  moment*  He 
concluded  with  moving  that  the  refolutions  he  alkided  to,  be 
read; 

The  SPEAKER  juftified  Lord  Arden  in  what  he  had  done 
upon  the  report,  and  obfes^ed  that  all  the  injundions  of  Par- 
liament had  been  complied  with  in  this  cafe,  and  that  it  was 
cJMnpetent  to  any  Member  to  make  the  motion  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  of  opinion  that  fuch  a  motion 
idfts  proper,  but  hinted  alfo,  that  before  the  fubjed  could  be 
^id  to  be  fairly  before  the  Houfe,  the  minutes  of  the  Com- 
mittee ihould  alfo  be  printed.  ' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  was  forry  to  oppofe  his  honour- 
able friend,  and  yet  he  knew  not  how  to  help  it ;  for  it  appear- 
ed to  him  to  be  difgracefui  to  the  Houfe  to  have  minutes  of 
bribery  laid  before  them,  without  any  motion  upon  the  fubjed. 
But  it  was  a  tender  fubje6t.  If  men  were  obliged  to  lay  their 
hands  upon  their  hearts,  and  declare  the  truth,  the  number  of 
Members  of  that  Houfe  who  would  be  in  that  fituation,  he, 
from  anxiety  for  the  refpe&ability  of  the  Houfe,  would  not 
venture  to  furmife. 

The  refolutions  were  then  read,  and,  after  a  (hort  converfa- 
tion,  the  minutes  taken  before  the  Committee  were  ordered  to 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

On  the  queftion  that  Counfel  be  now  called  in  to  be  beard 
againft  the  bill  to  prevent  bribery  at  the  eledion  for  Stock- 
bridge, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved  an  amendment,  inftead  of ''  now," 
^^  Monday  next "  be  adopted. 

A  debate  of  confiderable  length  took  place.  The  Houfe 
divided, 

For  the  amendment,  15 ;    Againft  it,  68. 

Saturday f  loth  ApriL 

The  Houfe  adjourned  into  Weftrainfter  Hall,  to  the  trial  of 
Warren  Haftings,  Efq. 

There  being  two  Members  prefent  on  their  return  from 
Weftminfter  Hall,  the  Houfe  adjoarned  till  Monday  without 
doing  any  bufmefs. 
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Monday,  ,22d  April. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of 
die  Bolton  and  Bury  Canal  bill,  on  the  queftion  that  the  bill  be 
now  read  a  (econd  time. 

Colonel  EGERTON  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  leare 
out  the  word  *'  now,"  and  to  infert  "  this  day  three  months." 
After  a  (hort  debate  the  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  for  the  amendment,  80;  Noes,  65. 
Before  ftrangers  were  again  admitted  into  the  gallery,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  we  underftood,  having  been  applied  to  by  both  fides 
of  the  Houfe,  agreed  to  put  off  his  motion  on  Lord  Auck- 
land's memorial,  for  the  accommodation  of  public  bufmefs, 
until  Thurfday  next. 

Some  converfation  then  took  place  on  the  fubje£l  of  the  Li- 
verpool petition ;  after  which  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  authorife  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool  to  iffue  nego- 
ciable  notes  for  a  time  to  be  limited. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  ftated,  that  it  had  been  ufual,  at 
the  commencement  of  a  war,  to  pafs  an  ad  regulating  the  dif- 
tribution  of  prize  money.  He  had  beftowed  a  good  deal  of 
attention  upon  this  fubje£t,  and  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
bring  forward  a  propofition  for  a  general  plan  of  regulation  as 
to  this  matter  ;  at  prefent  he  meant  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  better  encouragement  of  feamen,  and  manning 
His  Majefty's  navy,  the  chief  purpofe  of  which  would  be  to 
regulate,  in  the  mean  time,  the  diftribution  of  prize  money. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  "  That  the  thanks  of  the 
"  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hungerford,  for  his  fermon 
*'  preached  before  that  Houfe  on  Friday  laft  ;  and  that  he  be 
*'  requeued  to  print  the  fame." 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  OF  SCOTLAND  ftated, 
that  His  Majefty's  Catholic  fubjefts  in  Scotland  are  at  prefent 
incapacitated  by  law  cither  from  holding  or  tranfraitting  lahded 
property,  and  are  liable  to  other  very  fevere  reftridions,  which 
could  not  now  be  juftified  by  any  neceffity  or  expediency,  and 
therefore  moved,  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
**  relieve  perfons  profeffing  the  Roman-catholic  religiott-from 
^'  certain  penalties  and  difabilities  impofed  on  them  by,  a£ts  of 
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"  Parliament  in  Scotland,  and  particularly  by  an  slQ,  of  the 
'*  8th  of  King  William."  This  motion  was  ordered  to  be 
refened  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,  he  thought  it  right  to  repeat 
the  notice  he  had  formerly  given :  he.  melnt  to  fubmit  to  the 
Houfe  to-morrow  certain  prOpofitions  with  refpcS  to  the  trade 
of  India. 

Mr.  RYDER  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe  (hould  go  into  a 
**  ComtniUee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to-morrow,  to  confider  of 
'*  the  duties  on  tobacco." — Ordered. 

Mr.  ROSE  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
fubjeft  which  was  certainly  of  the  greaieft  importance ;  he  had 
confidered  it  a  good  deal ;  he  was  hopeful  that  the  regulations 
in  the  bill  which  he  meant  to  bring  forward  would  be  found  be- 
neficial. Throughout  the  whole  country  of  England  there 
exifted,  he  faid,  a  great  number  of  focieties,  called  friendly 
focicties,  for  the  mutual  relief  of  their  fick  and  indigent  poor* 
Thefe  focieties  were  extremely  ufcful,  and  were  not  at  prc;fent 
fuffiCienily  proteftcd  by  the  law ;  for  one  thing,  they  had  no 
fuHicient  check  upon  their  ftewards,  who  were  generally  en- 
trufted  to  lend  out  their  money  either  on  private  fecurity  or  in 
the  public  funds.  To  remedy  this,  he  would  propofe,  that 
thefe  focieties  fhould  be  entitled  to  fue  perfons  whom  they  may 
fo  entruft.  It  frequently  happened  that  focieties  of  this  kind, 
formed  for  the  bed  purposes,  adoptecj  improper  rules  and  regu- 
lations, either  from  ignorance  or  bad  advice  :  he  would,  there- 
fore, propofe,  that  the  rules  and  regulations  of  every  fuch  fo- 
ciety  Ihould  be  fubmittcd  to,  and  approved  by,  two  Juftices  of 
the  Peace,  before  they  fhould  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
aft.  He  meant  aifo  to  reftrain  the  removal  of  induftrious  per- 
fons, not  chargeable  on  the  pariQi,  from  their  place  of  refi- 
der^re  to  their  purifh  of  fettlement,  which  was  often  produc- 
tive of  the  greaieft  hardfliips.  He  faid,  that  when  the  bill 
was  brought  in  he  would  wifti  it  to  be  printed,  and  concluded 
with  moving,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
^*  encouragement  and  relief  of  friendly  focieties." 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  feconded  the  motion,  which  was 
agreed  to ;  and  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  Mr.  Stan- 
ley, ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  bill. 
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The  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc  on  Browne's  Divorce 
bill  was  deferred  until  Friday  next. 

The  bill  for  incapacitating  a  number  of  perfons  from  voting 
at  cledions  for  the  borough  of  Stockbridge  was  read  a  firft  ' 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  a  fecond  time 
on  this  day  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  ROSE  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  next  he  would  move 
that  the  order  for  the  fecimd  reading  be  difcharged ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  propofed  to  delay  giving  the  neceflary  notice 
of  the  day  fixed  for  the  fecond  reading,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  deferred  till 
Wcdnefday. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  Farnham  Hop  bill,  and  for  hearing  Counfel,  the  bill  and 
petitions  were  read  ;  after  which  Counfel  were  heard  at  the  bar, 
both  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners  and  in  fupport  of  the  bill. 

On  the  queftion  for  the  commitment,  the  Houfe  divided ; 
Ayes,  for  the  commitment,  45  ;    Noes,  6. 

Tuejdoyy  T-^d  April. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  Lord  Frederic 
Campbell  in  the  chair,  to  take  into  confideration  a  motion 
read  yefterday  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland, 
for  granting  relief  in  certain  cafes  to  fuch  of  His  Majefty't 
fubjefts  in  Scotland  as  profefs  the  Roman -catholic  religion. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  OF  SCOTLAND  informed 
the  Committee,  that  tlie  Roman  Catholics  of  the  country  to 
which  he  immediately  belonged  laboured  under  many  hardOiips 
and  difabiliiies  on  account  of  their  adherence  to  their  religion* 
By  one  law  an  oath,  called  a  formula  or  folemn  declaration, 
was  impofed  upon  them,  which  they  could  not  take  without 
renouncing  the  religion  which  they  profefTed ;  and  if  they  re- 
fijfed  to  take  it,  their  neareft  Proteftant  relation  might  deprive 
them  of  their  eftatcs.  His  Lordfhip  obferved,  that  it  was  re- 
pugnant to  juftice  and  humanity  that  a  fubjeft  not  conviSed, 
nay,  not  fo  much  as  accufed  or  even  fufpeftcd,  of  any  crime 
againft  the  State,  01;  againft  fociety,  (hould  be  deprived  of  his 
cilate  for  no  other  rcafon  than  that  he  profeiTed  the  ,reIigion 
moft  agreeable  to  his  juilgement  and  his  confcience,  or  that  he 
fliould  be  placed  in  the  wretched  fituation  of  holding  his  eftates 
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at  the  roerqr  of  any  Protefhmt  relation  who  iliDuld  be  profli- 
gate enough  to  ftrip  him  of  it  by  enforcing  this  very  penal  law. 
The  liberality  which  had  induced  the  Houfe  laft  year,  and  on 
a  former  occafion,  to  grant  relief  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
England,  would,  he  was  perfuaded^  induce  them  to  extend  re- 
lief alfo  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Scotland,  whofe  loyalty 
and  condudt  gave  them  an  equal  claini  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
Legiflature.  He  admitted  that  the  particular  law  to  which  he 
referred  was  too  odious  to  be  often  carried  into  execution ;  but 
if  it  was  not  fit  that  it  (hould  be  executed  at  all,  it  ought  not 
•  to  be  fufFered  to  remain  merely  as  a  temptation  to  the  profligate 
to  ftrip  honcft  and  meritorious  people  of  their  property.  He 
faid  he  was  extremely  forry  to  inform  the  Committee,  that 
there  was  at  this  moment  a  fuit  adually  depending  in  the  courts 
of  law  in  Scotland,  founded  on  this  particular  ilatute,  A 
Roman-catholic  gentleman,  as  refpe£bible  and  amiable  in  cha- 
rader  as  any  man  in  this  or  any  other  kingdom,  was  poflefled 
of  an  eftate  of  loool.  a  year,  which  had  been  in  his  family  for 
at  leaft  a  century  and  a  half;  this  gentleman,  Ipved  and  re- 
fpeftcd  by  all  who  knew  him,  was  now  on  the  point  of  being 
dripped  of  his  property  by  a  relation,  who  could  have  no  other 
flbadow  of  claim  to  it  than  that  which  he  might  derive  from 
this  penal  law,  which  he  was  endeavouring  rigidly  to  enforce. 
In  the  courts  as  much  delay  as  poflible  was  thrown  in  his  way; 
but  it  was  to  be  feared  that  he  muft  fucceed  at  lafl,  and  reduce 
to  beggary  a  gentleman  in  every  refpeA  a  moft  meritorious 
fubjed.  If  it  was  too  late  to  fave  him  from  fuch  a  misfor- 
tune, the  LegiQature,  he  trufted,  would  interpofe,  and  take 
care  that  he  Ihould  be  the  laft  vidim  to  a  cruel  law,  and  that  it 
ibould  never  operate  in  future  to  the  deftrudion  of  any  other 
perfon ;  for  furely  it  was  no  longer  to  be  endured  that  a  man 
fliould  be  placed  in  the  horrid  fituation  of  either  renouncing 
the  religion  of  his  heart,  or,  by  adhering  to  it  confcientioufly^ 
forfeit  all  his  worldly  fubftance.  His  Lordftiip  concluded  by 
moving^  **  That  the  Chairman  (hould  be  direfted  to  move  the 
"  Houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  requiring  an  oath  of  abju* 
'*  ration  and  declaration  from  His  Majefty*s  Roman-catholic 
**  fubjeds  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland." 

Colonel  MACLEOD  faid,  he  did  not  rife  for  the  purpofe 
of  oppofing  the  motion ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  anxious  to 
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return  his  thanks  to  the  learned  Lord  who  had  made  it ;  fuch 
a  motion  did  honour  to  his  humanity  and  liberality  ;  if  it  could 
be  faid  to  be  liable  to  any  objedlion,  it  was  that  it  did  not  go 
far  enough.  He  had  never  heard  befoi'e  this  day  of  the  cafe  to 
which  the  learned  Lord  had  alluded  ;  it  was  a. hard  one  indeed, 
and  he  hoped  that,  if  it  was  polfible,  it  might  be  included  in 
the  bill  to  be  brought  in,  and  that  the  gentleman  in  queftion 
might  be  refcued  from  dcftruSion  by  the  kind  interpolition  of 
the  Legiflature.  He  did  not  know  why  Scotland  Ihould  ad- 
here with  more  peninacity  to  an  old  fyffem  of  intolerance  than 
other  countries ;  and  after  what  had  lately  been  done  in  Ire- 
land, he  could  not  fee  any  reafon  why  what  was  novr  propofed 
fiiould  be  the  fum  of  relief  to  be  granted  to  Roman  Catholies 
in  Scotland  ;  for  he  could  not  conceive  why  it  (hould  be  thought 
that  a  Catholic  could  not  with  fafety  to  the  State  be  allowed  as 
much  liberty  in  Scotland  as  was  allowed  to  a  Catholic  in  Ire- 
land. 

The  qucftion  was  put  without  farther  obfervation,  and  was 
carried  unanimoufly. 

The  Houfe  was  then  re  fumed,  and  Lord  Frederic  Campbell 
made  the  motion  which  he  was  di reded  by  the  Committee  to 
make  ;  it  was  carried  without  any  pppofition. 

The  Traitorous  Correfponden^^  bill  being  received  from  the 
Lords, 

Mr.  CURWEN  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  printing  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Lords  in  this  bill,  and  alfo  of  giving 
time  for  the  confiderat  ion  of  them. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  thefe  amendments  might 
be  very  eafily  comprehended  without  printing  them, 

Mr.  ADAM  obferved,  that  although  thcfe  amendments 
were  but  few,  yet  they  were  very  important,  and  fomc  time 
at  leaft  (hould  be  allowed  for  their  confiderat  ion. 

Mr.  CURWEN  thought  fo  too,  and  obferved,  that,  if  he 
was  not  mifinformed,  naval  (lores  might  now,  from  the  tenor 
of  the  bill,  be  fent  to  France. 

Mr.  ChanceHor  PITT  faid,  he  had  not  read  the  bill  ^  but 
from  converfation  with  fome  perfons  who  propofed  fomc 
amendments,  h  was  not  fo  intended  to  be.  It  was  then  fettled 
that  thefe  amendments  (hould  be  difcufTed  on  Friday  next. 

Vol.  XXXV.  G  g 
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The  Houfe  rcfolvcd  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  confide- 
ration  the  petition  of  the  Eaft- India  Company  relative  to  th« 
renewal  of  their  charter.  * 

Mr.  DUNDAS  introduced  his  obfervations  upon  fhe  im- 
portant national  fubjedl  of  the  Britifli  Government  and  trade 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  dating,  that  the  difficulties  which  he  had 
experienced  had  arifen,  not  only  from  the  importance  and 
magnitude  of  the  fubjcft,  but  from  the  fyftem  which  he  was  to 
propofe  being  in  oppofiiion  to  eftablifhed  theories  in  Gvn'cin-. 
meat  and  in  commerce.  Tliefe  theories,  he  admitted,  were 
juft  and  applicable  to  other  cafes,  and  yet  he  found  it  dange- 
rous to  liften  to  them,  when  he  was  devifmg  a  plan  of  Govern- 
ment and  a  fyftem  of  trade  for  Britifh  India.  **  No  writer 
upon  political  economy  (faid  he)  has  as  yet  fuppofed  that 
an  extenfive  empire  can  be  adminiftcrcd  by  a  commercial  aflb- 
ciation  ;  and  no  writer  on  commercial  economy  has  thought, 
that  trade  ought  to  be  fhackled  by  an  exclufive  privilege.  la 
deviating  from  thefe  principles,  which  have  been  admitted  and 
^admired,  I  am  fenfible,  that  my  opinions  have  popular  pre- 
judices againft  them,  but  I  am  fupporttd  by  fuccefsfiil  expe- 
rience; and  when  the  Houfe  adverts  to  the  peculiarities  of  the 
fubjeft  before  them,  they  will  at  once  fee,  that  I  am  not  at- 
tempting to  overturn  theoriesi^though  I  am  unwilling  to  recede 
from  old  and  eftabliflicd  practice.    I  vyilh,  in  the  outlet,    to 

'  arreft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  fix  it  on  ihc  ad  van-  . 
tages  which  Great  Britain  adually  podelfes,  and  then  to  aik, 
whether  it  would  be  wife  or  politic  to  forego  them  in  fearch  of 
greater  advantages  which  may  exift  only  in  imagination?" 
**  It  would  be  idle,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  a  proof  of  igno- 
rance, to  maintain  that  all  the  advantages  which  Great  Britain 
polfefles  from  its  connexion  with  India,  arife  ont  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  exclufive  privilege  of  the  Company  ;  but  it  would  be  rafli 
and,  perhaps,  impoffible  to  fay,  what  might  be  the  political 
or  commercial  effefts  of  a  variation  from  the  prcfent  fyftem. 
In  an  age  of  cnterprizc  and  improvement,  men  are  unwilling 
to  hear  of  rcftraints  ;  but  the.wifdom  of  the  Britifh  Parliament 
will  not  rafhly  relinqui/h  a  pofitive  good  in  poffeffion,  for  x 
l^robable  one  in  anticipation."  Mr.  Dundas  then  ftated,  that 
the  ihipping  employed  by  the  £a(l-India  Company  amounted. 

10  8 1  J, 000  tons  >  that  the  feamea  navigating  thofe  flilps  were 
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abdiit  y,Doo  men,  who  had  conftant  employment:  that  the  raw 
materbls  imported  from  India,  for  the  ufe  of  the  home  manu- 
faflures,  amounted  annually  to  about  700,000!. ;  that  the  vari- 
ous articles  of  Britilh  produce  and  manufaSure  annually  ex- 
ported to  India'and  China,  in  the  Company's  (hips,  amounted 
to  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half  ftcrling,  including  the  ex- 
ports in  private  trade  allowed  to  individuals  ;  that  the  fortunes 
of  individuals  acquired  in  India,  and  remitted  home  through 
the  medium  of  private  trade,  by  bills  on  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, or  by  other  means,  formed  an  addition  to  the  capital  of 
the  nation,  the  amount  of  which  could  not  be  accurately  afccr- 
tained,  but  mi^ht  be  ftated,  at  leaft,  at  a  million  per  annum. 
"  The  induftry  of  Britain  (he  obferved)  is  thus,  on  the  one 
hand,  increafed,*  by  the  export  of  produce  and  manufaftures, 
and  the  confumption  of  thefe  manufeAures  enlarged  by  the 
number  of  perfons  returning  with  fortunes  from  Iijdia,  br  who 
are  fnpported  by  the  trade  and  revenues  of  India  ;  and  on  the 
other,  it  is  foftered  and  encouraged  by  the  import  of  the  raw 
materials  from  India,  upon  which  many  of  our  mod  valuable 
manufaftures  depend.     It  would  be  unneceflary  to  analize  the 
articles  with  a  minutenefs  that  is    inconfiftent  with  an  expla- 
nation of  the  general  principles  upon  which  I  am  to  reft  the 
propofitions  to  be  fubmittcd  to  Parliament ;  let  it  fuffice  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  Eaft- India  Com- 
pany amount  annually*  to  more  than  fix  millions  fterling.— 
Under  fiich  circumftances,  I  paufe  before  I  liften  to  theories; 
if  I  had  lefs  experience  in\dmmercial  economy,  than. prac- 
tice has  given  me,  perhaps,  like  others,  I  might  be  miflcd.** 
Having  made  thefe  general  obfervations,  Mr.  Dupdas  brought 
forward,  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  the  general  quef- 
flon.     Upon  what  principles  ought  the  State  to  govern  its  In- 
dian polfcflions  ?     And  under  what  regulations  ought  the  trade 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  to  bo  Conduced?     "  J  wi(h,  if  it  were 
poffible,  to  ftate  foparately  my  obfervations  upon  the  two  great 
points  comprehended  in  this  qucftion ;  but  I  find  that  it  would 
be  impraflicable  to  explain   my  ideas  of  the  Government, 
without  frequently  referring  to  the  connedion  eftabliftied  be- 
tween it  and  the  trade."    Mr.  Dundas  then  ftated,  in  coiKifc 
terms,  the  nature  of  the  prefent  Government  of  India;  that  it 
was  veftcd  in  a  corporation  under  the  control  of  the  Executive 
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Power,  and  the  fuperiutending  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
that  the  experience  of  nine  years  had  juftified  tliis  fyftem,  and 
induced  him  to  propofc  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  the 
continuance  of  it.  '*  There  were  (faid  he)  fa£ls  and  events 
refpcfting  which  there  could  be  no  difference  of  opinion.  In- 
dia, or  the  country  in  Hindoftan  governed  by  Britain,  is  in 
a  (late  of  profpcrity  unknown  to  it  under  the  moft  wife  and 
politic  of  its  ancient  Sovereigns.  The  BritiOi  pofleflions  com- 
*  pared  with  thofe  of  the  neighbouring  States  in  the  Peninfula, 
are  like  a  cultivated  garden  cc^mpared  with  the  field  of  the 
fluggardi  the  revenues  of  India  have  been  increafed,  and  the 
trade  connefted  with  them  is  in  a  Hate  of  progrcillve  improve- 
ment. A  war,  as  inevitable  as  it  was  politic,  has  been  con- 
duced with  vigour  and  brought  to  an  honourable  and  advanta- 
geous conclufion.  Should  it  here  be  faid,  that  the  Company 
is  an  improper  inftrument  for  the  management  of  an  empire :  I 
would,  (if  they  were  not  under  the  control  of  tjie  Executive 
Power  and  the  fuperintendence  of  Parliament)  readily  admit 
the  foite  of  the  argument ;  but  if  I  find  them  to  be  an  organ  of 
Government,  and  of  trade,  which  has  experimentally  proved 
itfclf  to  be  fiilteJ  to  the  adminillration  of  diftant  provinces,  the 
revemies  of  which  are  to  be  realized  through  a  regulated 
commerce,  I  am  afraid  to  lay  afidc  a  means  which  has  hitherto 
anfwered  all  the  political  and  commercial  purpofes  for  which 
they  had  been  employed,"  In  this  place  he  again  adverted  to 
the  force  of  theories  in  politics,  and  admitted,  that  though  he 
neither  was  able  nor  difpofcd  to  refute  them,  yet  he  could  not 
feel  it  to  be  wiL  to  recede  frbm  practice,  which  experience 
had  proved  to  be  for  the  interell  and  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
Empire.  Mr.  Duijdas  then  took  a  view  of  the  hypothefis,  that 
the  fyitero  of  governing  India  fliould  be  altered,  and  enume- 
rated the  diilicuUies  which  muft  he  overcome,  before  the  fepa 
ration  of  the  Government  from  the  trade  could  be  efFefled.  In 
the  firft  place,  he  alked,  **  Would  not  the  Company,  under 
the  general  terms  of  their  charters,  lay  claim  to  the  whole  ter- 
ritorial revenues  of  India."  They  in  fail  do  make  fuch  a 
claim  i  but  he  v. as  by  no  means  of  opinion,  that  it  had  any  le- 
gal foundation.  It  mult,  however,  be  allowed,  that  there  is 
room  for  much  legal  difcuffion  on  this  fubjedl.  Under  this 
imprefTion  he  had  aiked  from  thofe^  who  to  local  knowledge 
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bad  added  experience  in  governing  India,  and  in  conducing 
the  trade;  what  buildings  of  every  defcription  would  be  re- 
quired by  the  Company,  for  the  purpofes  of  trade,  and  what 
would  be  required  by  Government,  cxercifing  its  civil,  mili- 
tary and  financial  powers  ?  He  had  aflced,  upon  what  data  the 
compenfation  for  the  buildings  and  property  to  be  affumed  by 
the  Public  could  proceed?  He  had  alked,  whether  the  (lores 
required  for  the  proteflion  and  defence  of  the  fettlements  were 
to  be  paid  for,  upon  the  principle  of  the  original  coft,  or  upon 
that  of  an  equitable  mercantile  profit?  He  had  afkcd  (upon 
the  hypothefis  of  a  complete  feparaiion,)  what  offices  would 
be  required  for  Government,  and  what  for  con>merce,  and  with 
the  objeft  of  afcertaining  the  funftionsof  thefe  feparate  depart- 
ments, and  the  expences  which  each  would  coft  ?  He  had 
alked,  in  fine,  what  burdens  the  Company  had  incurred  in  ac- 
quiring and  maintaining  our  territorial  polfeflions,  that  he 
might  form  fome  eftimate  of  the  compenfation  to  which  they 
would  be  entitled,  or  to  which,  in  reafon  and  in  equity,  they 
would  look  forward?  He  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether 
thefe  difficulties  were  not  of  a  nature  that  would  be  embarraf- 
fing,  in  carrying  into  execution  any  plan  for  a  feparation  of 
the 'Government  and  revenues  from  the  trade  of  India.  In 
the  next  place,  fuppofing  all  the  preceding  difficulties  to  be 
overcome,  Mr.  Dundas  adverted  to  the  probable  evils  which 
the  delay,  arifing  from  the  plan  of  a  feparation  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  trade  would  produce.  Recurring  to  the  aclual 
flate  of  the  revenue  and  of  the  trade,  and  to  the  advantages 
which  the  Public  were  deriving,  and  were  about  to  receive 
from  the  Company;  he  afked,  would  not  thefyftem  of  fepara- 
tion create  an  interruption  in  the  difcharge  or  liquidation  pf 
the  Company  *s  debts  ?  Would  it  not  derange  the  regular  pro- 
grefs  of  their  increafing  commerce  and  would  there  not  be  a 
ferious  danger,  that  while  thefe  innovations  were  introducing, 
rival  European  powers  might  grafp  at  the  occafion,  renew 
their  commercial  efforts,  divert  into  a  new  channel  the  ftrcams 
which  were  running  towards  Britain,  and  rendering  London 
the  emporium  of  the  Eaftern  trade  ?  We  thus  might  lofe  na- 
tional advantages,  which  we  never  might  regain.  We  thus 
might  be  the  dupes  of  an  idle  and  vifionary  attempt,  and  have 
nothing  left  but  the  mortifying  regret  of  having  relinquifhed 
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praSicc.  He  afked,  in  fine,  confidering  the  diftance  of  the 
two  parts  of  our  Empire  from  each  othsr,  whether  an  injudi- 
cious procrafti nation  might  not  fhake  that  confidence,  which 
fo  remote  a  dependency  at  prefent  had  upon  the  fovereignly  of 
Britain  ?  And  whether  this  danger  was  to  be  incurred,  merely 
becaufe  it  was  true  in  theory,  and  popular  in  opinion,  that  a 
mercantile  body  was  unequal  to  the  Government  of  diftant 
provinces.  His  rcafonings,  he  knew,  were  reprobated  by  the 
political  principles  of  ancient  nations,  but  the  cafe  was  novel; 
it  was  not  through  commerce  that  they  received  revenue ;  for 
commerce  then  was  narrow,  and  could  not  be  the  vehicle  by 
which  a  revenue  could  be  realized  by  any  fovereignty. 

Mr.  Dundas  ftated  as  a  third  difficulty,  in  receding  from 
the  prefent  fyftcm  of  Government  in  India,  the  cfFeft  which 
the  innovation  might  have  on  the  minds  of  the  natives.  They 
had  been  long  habituated  to  look  up  to,  and  to  refl  upon  the 
protection  of  the  Company.  We  have  now,  faid  he,  after 
many  a  ftruggle  in  the  field,  and  dfter  the  many  experiments 
which  necelVarily  preceded  the  eftabllfliment  of  a  regulated 
commerce,  the  profpcft  of  confolidating  our  power  and  in- 
croafing  our  revenue.  Would  it  be  wife  to  recede  from  the 
treaties  by  which  we  acquired  our  territories  ?  Or  would  the 
deviation  from  them  accommodate  itfelf  to  the  feelings  of  the 
natives?  It  would  be  vain  to  fuppofc  that  their  minds,  or  their 
habits  of  thinking,  could  be  cafily  familiarized  to  the  ch«nge  ; 
no  forefight  could  even  conjefture  the  confequences.  The  na- 
tives of  India  look  back  to  the  ancient  fovereignty  of  the  Mo- 
guls, and  their  confidence  in  the  Company  has  its  fource  in 
the  country  governments,  exercifing  power  as  a  branch  of  that 
fubordination  to  which  their  forefathers  were  fubjefted.r— 
Would  the  attempt  to  unhinge  their  opinions  be  liberal,  or 
would  it  bejuft?  Lord  Clive,  to  whom  we  owe  our  em- 
pire in  India,  with^a  difcernment  and  a  wifdom  equal  to  his 
valour,  laid  the  foundations  for  confolidating  the  Britilh  power 
in  Afia  by  entwining  his  laurels  round  the  opinions  and  pre- 
judices of  the  fubjugated  natives.  To  this  political  forefight, 
his  country  is  as  much  indebted  to  him,  ,as  for  his  viftory  at 
Plaflfey.  This  great  warrior  and  ftatefman  thought  that  it 
would  be  wjfe  to  hold  our  territories  by  grants  from  the  Mo- 
guL    He  faw  that  ail  the  native  Princes  and  States,  which 
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had  fpmng  up  out  of  the  ruins  of  that  empire,  were  flicltering 
thcmfelves  under  the  forms  of  the  fallen  cr    irnraent ;  he  knew 
that  the  power  of  granting  or  refufiTig  privileges  no  longer  re- 
mained with  the  Emperors  of  Delhi  ;  but  he   appealed  to  the 
rights  of  thefe  fovereigns,  and  on  thefe  rights   engrafted  the 
Britifli  power  in  Afia.     If  then  the  natives  of  India  paid  fo 
much  adoration  to  the  (hadows  of  their  departed  monarchs, 
would  it  be  wife  or  politic  to  attempt  to  tear  from  them  their 
teelings  and  their  prejudices  P  we  might  attempt  it,  but  feel- 
ings will  flow  on  in  their  accuftomed  courfe.     If  the  Company 
have  beta  found  a  fuccefsful  inftnimcnt  for  the  adminiftratioa 
of  OUT  Indian  affairs,  might  not  the  aflumption  of  the  power 
by  the  State  (bake  the  faith  of  tlie  native  Princes  in  all  the  trea- 
ties which  we  have  made  with  them  i  and  might  not  thofe  al- 
liances, which  had  lately  thrown  the  balance  of  power  in  India 
in  favour  of  Britain,  be  lo(l,  by  what  to  thefe  Sovereigns  would 
appear  a  meafure  contrary  to  their  notions  of  our  national  ho* 
nour  ?     In  proof  of  the  inexpediency  of  deviating  from  expe- 
rience, Mr.  Dundas  farther  appealed  to  the  opinions  of  thofc 
diftinguiflied  men  who,  foon  after  the  acquifition  of  the  territo- 
rial revenues,  had  held  high  Situations  in  India  :  Government 
availing  itfelf  of  their  abilities,  and  defirous  of  forming  plans 
for  the  future  adminidration  of  Indian  affairs,  dated  to  Mr. 
Haftings,    Mr.  Barwell,  Sir  John   Clavering,    Mr.  Francis, 
Colonel  Monfon,  Sir  William  Chambers,  and  Sir  Elijah  Im- 
pey,  the  following  important  queftions : 

Firft,  Upon  what  politicul  principles  can  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Orifla,  be  held  by  Great  Britain  ?  Upon  this  fu6je6b,  fome 
of  them  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  conti- 
nue the  Mogul  forms,  to  which  the  natives  had  been  habitUi- 
ated  ;  and  others  of  them  recommended,  that  the  fovereignty 
ihould  be  alTumed  diredly  by  Great  Britain. 

Second,  In  whom  is  to  be  veiled  the  executive  power  in 
India?  And  here  the  opinions  were  equally  different ;  fome  re- 
commending that  it  (hould  be  in  the  Governor  in  Council ; 
others,  that  it  (hould  be  in  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Third,  Under  what  reftridlions  is  the  power  of  fubordinate 
le^flation  to  beexercifed  ?  And  on  this  point,  there  alfo  exift- 
cd  differences  of  o{)inion,  refpe<5ling  the  (hare  to  be  given  to 
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the  Governor  and  Council ,  and  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ju- 
dicature. 

Fourth,  Under  what  title  and  in  what  manner  ought  the 
territorial  revenues  to  be  colleSed  ?  On  this  fiibjeft  alfo  the 
opinions  were  at  variance  ;  fome  recommended  the  Mogul  re- 
venue fyftem,  others  the  financial  economy  of  Britain. 

Fifth,  How  are  the  other  revenues  to  be  colleSed  ?  that  is, 
the  duties  ''and  ciiftoms. 

Sixth,  By  what  Courts  ought  the  judicial  power  to  be  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  Britifh  provinces  in  India?  And  here  the 
opinions  turned  upon  the  different  modes  of  adminiftcring  juf- 
tice  among  the  Britith  fubjefls. 

•  If  I  had  found  (fa id  Mr.  Dundas)  that  fo  many  able  men, 
who  either  pofTeffcd  the  advantage  of  local  information,  or 
.'who  were  employing  themfelves  in  the  purfuit  of  it,  had  agreed 
in  opinion  in  the  anfwers  which  they  tranfmitted  home  upon 
all  or  upon  anyof  thefefubjefts,  it  would  have  been  an  induce- 
ment to  build  a  fyftem  upon  them  :  but  from  their  differences 
of  opinion,  I  can  only  dr^iw  this  conclufion,  that  it  is  fafer  to 
reft  on  the  prefent  fyftem,  which  experience  has  rendered  prac- 
ticable, than  to  entruft  .myfelf  to  theories,  about  which  inge- 
nious and  informed  men  have  not  agreed. 

Having  thus  fhewn  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  foreign 
government,  as  at  prefent  adminiftered,  Mr.  Dundas  then  con- 
fidered  the  propriety  of  Continuing  the  donieftic  plan  of  admi- 
nlftration.  He  was  aware,  he  faid,  it  might  be  afferted,  that 
though  the  patronage  was  diredly  in  the  Company,  it  was  in- 
dircdly  in  the  Crown.  With  refped  to  tliis  fubjed,  he  wiibed 
on'y  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  the  faft,  that 
ti>c  ci\  il  and  military  fervants  were  appointed  by  the  Direftors. 
He  by  no  mcanS  meant  to  be  undcrftood  as  afferting  that  the 
rv-'t'omnnendaiion  of  a  perfon  by  the  executive  Power,  would 
not  meet  with  attention  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  free  to  con- 
ftfs,  that  it  had  often  done  fo,  and  that  the  Direftors  had  been 
difpofcd  to  liftcn  to  fuch  recommendations.  He  was  ready 
even  to  meet  any  objeflions  upon  that  topic,  by  the  fair  avowal 
of  the  degree  in  which  the  Court  had  liftened  to  the  wifties  of 
the  executive  Power,  and  he  would  be  happy  when  that  fub- 
jc<5l  came  to  be  under  the  confideration  of  (he  Houfe,  if  any 
opportunity  offered  to  ftate  the  extent  of  patronage  which  Iiad 


A.  1793.  DEBATES.  233 

been,  from  time  to  time,  exercifed  by  Government.  At 
the  fame  time  he  ftateJ  his  full  convidlion,  after  mature 
confideration,  that  if  the  Indian  patronage  fliould  be  vefted 
and  concentered  immediately  in  the  Crown,  the  weight  of  it 
would  be  too  great  in  the  balance- of  our  Government,  and 
might  prove  dangerous  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution.  It 
was  enough  at  prefent  to  refer  to  the  faft,  that  the  patronage, 
from  the  appointment  of  writers  and  cadets,  and  the  promo- 
tion through  all  the  gradations  in  the  civil  and  military  de- 
partments, were  in  the  Company.-  Upon  the  fuppofition, 
however,  that  abufcs  of  this  power  had  been  committed,  to 
the  extent  with  which  the  Company  had  been  charged,  ftill 
he  would  raihcr  endure  thefe  abufes,  than  run  the  rifle  of 
alarming  the  bed  friends  of  their  country,  by  an  undue  in- 
creafe  of  the  executive  Power.  Had  even  the  iGovernment 
of^India  remained  as  much  unrcftrained  by  the  executive 
Power  and  by  Parliament,  as  before  the  eftablifliment  of  the 
prefent  fyftem,  by  the  aft  of  1784,  ftill,  with  all  its  imper- 
fcclions  on  its  head,  and  with  all  the  faults  which  marked  it, 
he  would  have  preferred  a  Icfler  to  the  greater  evil,  of  placing 
the  adminiftration  of  the  government  and  revenues  in  the 
hands  of  the  State. 

The  cafe,  however,  was  otherwife ;  the  Company  could 
no  longer  opprefs  the  natives,  by  an  unjuftifiable  augmenta- 
tion of  revenue,  bccaufe  the  affairs  of  India  were  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  executive  Power.  The  Conipany 
cou'd  no  longer  augment  their  inveilments  by  defpoiling  the 
natives  of  the  fiuits  of  their  induftry,  becaufe  the  tenures  on 
whicji  the  lands  were  held  were  rendered  permanent,  and 
the  taxes  on  the  produce  of  arts  and  manufaftures  were  known  ^ 
and  fixed.  The  Company  could  no  longer  make  war,  to 
gratify  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  their  fervants,  becaufe 
their  fervants  were  now  made  refponfible  to  their  fuperiors, 
and  thtfe  to  the  deciBons  of  a  Britifli  Parliament.  The  pre- 
fent fyftem  of  governing  India,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  ha3 
been  found  adequate  to  the  objects  both  of  war  and  of  peace* 
In  fo  far  as  that  fyftem  (hall  appear  to  be  experimentally  er- 
roneous, it  can  be  varied  and  improved  by  regulations,  cal- 
culated to  remedy  thofe  errors,  but  it  would  be  unjuftifiable 
Vol.  XXXV.  ^       H  h 
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raflinefs  totally  to  overturn  it,  and  to  enter  on  the  taflc  of  in- 
venting^  what  might>  perhaps,  be  only  more  perfed  in  de^ 
fcription.  It  may  not  be  improper,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  if  the  prefent  domeftic  fyftem  has  been  found  ade- 
quate to  the  pad,  there  feems  no  reafon  to  think  that  it  will 
be  Jefs  fo  for  the  future.  I  allow  (faid  he)  that  when  the  pre^i^ 
fent  controlling  power  was  indituted,  the  Commiflioners  for 
the  Affairs  of  India  had  much  to  learn  from  the  details  of  bu- 
fmefs  ;  nor  d6  I  confider  it  as  oftcntation,  when  I  look  back 
to  the  embarrafling  fi^uation  of  the  Company's  affairs,  to  the 
difficulties  which  were  to  be  furmounted,  and  to  the  fortunate 
iflueof  our  efforts,  to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  it  is  fafer 
for  this  country  to  continue  the  prefent  mode  of  government 
by  the  Direftors,  controlled  by  the  executive  Power,  than 
to  recur  to  the  fpeculative  plan  of  inventing  a  more  perfedl 
fyftem,  however  recommended  as  plaufible  in  theory  or  fplen- 
did  in  experiment.  So  far  as  regards  myfelf,  ever  looking 
forward  to  the  prefent  moment,  when  a  fyftem  for  Indian 
affairs  is  to  be  finally  devifed  and  adopted  by  Parliament,  It 
was  always  my  objed,  in  all  the  reports  which  I  have  annu- 
ally fubmitted  to  Parliament,  and  in  all  the  publications 
on  Indian  affairs  which  I  have  either  patronifed  or  authofifed, 
to  give  to  the  Public  every  thing  that  I  myfelf  knew  refpc^l- 
ing  the  fubje£l,  and  to  take  off  the  veil  from  what  has  been 
called  the  arcana  of  Indian  politics  and  trade,  that  the  plans 
refpe&ing  them,  in  their  fucceffion,  might  lie  open  to  the 
underftanding  of  every  man,  who  would  take  the  trouble  of 
perufmg  and  ftudying  them  ;  it  was  from  this  freedom  of 
communication  I  expeded  the  kind  of  knowledge  would  be 
diffufed,  which  could  enable  the  Members  of  this  Houfe,  and 
the  Nation  at  large,  to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  propo- 
fitions  which  I  was  to  fubmit  to  the  good  fenfe  and  probitj 
pf  the  Britifli  Nation,  The  Legiflature  and  the  Public  could 
then  judge  for  thcmfelves,  what  fyftem  of  foreign  and  do-r 
meftic  government  would  be  beft  fuited  to  the  Afiatic  inte- 
refts  of  their  country. 

"  It  is  from  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft  alone,  that  I  hope 
for,  or  could  eicpeft  your  fupport.  Whether  my  opinions 
have  been  right  or  wrong  upon  particular  fubjeds,  is  net 
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now  the  queftton ;  but  whether  the  knowledge  I  have  dc- 
jived  from  experience  and  communicated  to  you>  is  fuch,  as 
to  induce  you^  when  you  ihall  fairly  and  deliberately  exa<- 
mine  the  propofitions  I  am  to  lay  before  the  Houfc,  to  adopt 
them,  or  to  honour  them  with  your  amendmcntSi  j;»thc 
fubjed  for  your  deliberation." 

Mr.  Dundas  then  propofed,  that  the  Board  of  Commif- 
fioners  (hould  continue  in  its  prefent  Conftitution ;  but  with 
one  change,  viz.  That  His  Majefty  fhould  have  the  power 
of  promoting,  to  a  feat  at  the  Board,  men,  who  were  not  of 
iris  Privy  Council.  It  was  in  the  remembrance  of  many  of 
the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  known  to  them  all, 
that  at  the  period  when  the  Board  of  Cpntroul  was  inflituted, 
the  obje£l  was,  that  the  Members  compofmg  it,  fhould  be 
felc£led  from  thofe  high  departments  of  the  State,  where, 
as  officers  of  the  Crown,  they  enjoyed  emoluments  which 
would  compenfate  for  the  difcharge  of  this  new  trud.  It 
had  been  found,  however,  from  experience,  (whether  this 
was  to  be  referred  to  the  other  important  charges  committed 
to  the  Members  of  the  Board,  or  whether  to  their  afpirlng  at 
the  great  Offices  of  State)  that  the  changes  at  the  Board  had 
been  too  frequent,  to  enable  thofe  who  had  the  immediate  re- 
fponfibility,  to  derive  the  aid  they  might  otherwife  expc£l 
from  their  counfels  and  fupport.  Though  no  Member  who 
had  held  a  feat  at  the  Board  had  left  it,  without  having  done 
himfdf  honour  by  his  labour  and  attention,  yet  he  could  not 
help  wiftiing  for  the  aid  of  fome  Members  to  this  Board, 
whofe  fituations  might  beconfidered  as  more  permanent. 

Having  thus  given  his  opinion  of  the  foreign  and  donieftic 
Government  required  for  Indian  affairs,  he  could  not  but 
offer  a  public  apology  for  differing  in  opinion,  on  the  fubjefl: 
of  the  appointment  to  the  Governments  and  Supreme  Coun- 
cils in  India,  from  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  recommended, 
that  this  power  fhould  be  vefled  in  the  Crown.  Two  reafons 
had  induced  him  to  prefer  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  fyf* 
tern.  One  was,  that  the  Crown  had  the  power  of  recalling 
tbefe  Officers,  if  their  adminiflration  appeared  to  be  direded 
by  any  but  (Public  meaflires.  Another  was,  that  a  mlnifler 
night  be  prevailed  upon  from  private  motives}  or  by  folici- 
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tations  from  thofc  whom  it  might  be  difficult  to  refift,  to  ap- 
point pcrfons  whom  he  liimfelf  might  not  entirely  approve 
of.  The  cafe,  however,  was  widely  different,  when  a  Mi- 
niftcr  could  only  recommend  a  charadcr  to  the  judgement  of 
twenty-four  perfons.  This  check  was  a  proper  one  on  the 
Executive  power,  and  obvioufly  tended  to  miake  the  Direc- 
tors careful  in  choofing  a  mail,  whofc  appointment  they 
could  avow  to  the  Public.  Thcfc  were  his  reafons  for  re- 
commending the  continuance  of  the  prefent  mode  of  ap- 
pointing'to  the  Governments  in  India,  and  he  left  them  to 
the  confide  ration  of  Parliament  as  an  apology,  why  he  had 
adventured  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  high  authority  to 
which  he  had  referred. 

Mr.  Dundas  now  proceeded  to  confider  the  fubjeft  of  the 
Eaft- India  trade,  and  ftated  the.  general  queftion,  under  what 
regulations  ought  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  to  be  in  future 
condufted  ?  He  prefaced  his  obfervations  upon  this  fubje»£t, 
by  alluding  to  the  difliculties,  which  upon  it,  as  well  as  on 
the  fubjeft  of  Government,  he  had  experienced,  from  the 
influence  of  prevailing  fpeculatlonsand  theory;  but  here  alfo 
he  held  it  to  be  his  duty  to  rely  on  experience  alone.  "  I 
wi(h  not  (faid  he}  to  curb  the  fpirit  of  commercial  enterprize 
in  a  nation  where  it  ought  to  be  cheriflied  and  encouraged ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  wifhto  giveit  its  utmoft  fcope,  confident- 
ly with  the  fafety  of  thofe  who  may  Engage  in  it,  and  with 
the  general  profperity  of  the  kingdom.  Parliament  has  to 
hear  the  claims  of  all  parties,  to  lifteii  to  the  rcafoning  by 
which  they  Aipport  thera,  and  to  keep  its  judgement  to  one 
great  objeft,  the  intcrcll  of  theBritifli  Empire." 

**  If  any  branch  of  conimcrce  (arrived  at  whatever  height 
it  may  be)  fhall  be  made  a  fubjefl:  of  commercial  argument, 
and  the  hiftory  of  it  not  taken  into  view,  like  a  law,  the  fyf- 
tem  of  trade  may  fecm  to  be  obvious,  while  the  application 
of  it  will  be  found  impradigable.  If  the  Eaft-India  trade  of 
Britain  is  the  greatcft'  comnrrcrcial  concern  which  has  as  yet 
occurred  in  the  annals  of  polifhed  nations,  it  is  at  the  fame 
time,  the  mod  flriking  example  by  which  we  could  illuftrate 
the  force  of  the  preceding  experimental  obfervation.  Were 
9  Member  of  this  Houfc  merely  to  take- up  the  Recount  of 
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the  profits  of  the  Eafl-India  trade,  and  then  to  fix  his  atten- 
-tion  on  the  furplus  revenues  propofed  to  be  divided  between 
the  Public  and  the  Company,  and  without  looking  back,  to 
the  viciiliiudGS  through  which  the  tradehas  palled  for  nearly 
two  centuries,  or  examining  the  aids  which  the  nation  has 
given  to  prop  up  the  credit  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  as 
its  commercial  reprcfentativc  in  Afin,  I  can.fuppofe  him 
embracing  the  opinion,  that  monopolies  are  baneful  in  their 
fpirit,  and  exclufive  privileges  deftruftive  in  their  tendency; 
and  he  has  .the  authority  of  the  firft  modern  writers  on  com- 
merce to  fupport  his  plaufiblc  opinion.  If,  however,  he 
will  look  back  to  the  lolTes  which  the  Company  have  experi- 
enced, or  if  he  will  examine  the  profits  which,  from  time  to 
time,  they  have  drawn  on  their  capital  ftock,  he^will  pro- 
bably ftart  back  from  his  own  fpeculations,  and  refleft  and 
deliberate  well,  before  he  will  give  his  voice  for  depriving 
them  of  their  exclufive  privileges. 

In  this  place,  Mr.  Dundas  took  an  intcreftino;  retrofpeft 
of  the  hift<iry  of  the  Eaft-India  trade,  and  the  fubftance  of  his 
obfervations  was  nearly  as  follows :  The  ftaplcs  of  Afia,  he 
faid,  viz.  fpiceries  and  aromatics,  precious  ftones,  and 
wrought  filks  and  cottons,  had  been  in  eftimation  among  all 
the  poliflied  nations,  and  with  all  the  great  Sovereigns  in  the 
ancient  and  modern  worlds.  As  the  darknefs  which  hung 
over  Europe,  during  the  middle  ages,  began  (o  be'dlfpelled, 
the  fame  tafte  for  the  productions  of  the  Eaft  was  created  by 
the  commercial  efforts  of  the  Italian  Republics.  By  means 
of  caravans,  and  the  navigation  of  rivers,  the  produce  of 
India  was  brought  to  the  fhores  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
carried  from  the  ports  of  this  fca,  by  the  traders  of  Venice 
and  Genoa,  to  the  different  countries  in  the  north  of  Europe. 
The  riches  acquired  by  thefe  republicans  in  confequence  of 
the  exclufive  privileges  which  they  poiTcfTed  in  the  countries 
through  which  the  Eaftern  commodities  had  to  pafs  before 
they  reached  the  Mediterranean ;  if  it  had  given  them  the 
entire  pofleflion  of  the  trade,  at  the  fame  time  tended  to  roufe 
the  fpirit  of  enterprife  and  of  difcovery  among  the  other  Eu- 
ropean nations.  In  confequence  of  this  prevailing  fpirit,  the 
Portuguefe,  under  Vafco  de  Gama,  difcovered  the  pallage  to 
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India,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ancj,  in  a  fhort  time,  not 
only  annihilated  the  trade  ofthp  Italian  Republics,  but  acquired 
the  trade  and  tlie  fettlements  in  India,  which  gave  to  Emanuel 
an  cxcJufive  poffeffion  of  all  the  Wealth  which  the  Eaft  could 
then  fend  to  Europe, 

"  About  the  latter  end  of  the  i6th  century,  the  Dutch  be- 
'^ame  independent  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and  fent  their  armed 
Ihips  to  the  Eaft -Indies.  In  a  few  years  they  were  the  rivals 
and  fupplanters  of  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Portugiiefc, 
and  at  iaft  ereSed  their  fevcral,  but  conncftcd,  Eaft-India 
Companies,  carrying  on  the  trade  upon  a  joint  ftock,  and 
under  an  exclnflve  privilege. 

■*  This  fpirit  of  commercial  enterprize,  in  a  fiiort  time, 
induced  France  to  engage  in  the  Afiatic  trade,  and,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Dutch,  toeftablifh  its  Eafl-India  Company.  The 
French,  however,  were  not  as  yet  acquainted  with  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  a  foreign  and  diilant  trade  could  be  edab- 
liihed,  having  been  accuftomed  only  to  a  narrow  traffic  with 
their  European  neighbours. 

*'  During  thefe  important  commercial  tranfadlions,  Eng- 
land alfo  became  an  eager  competitor  in  the  trade  and  naviga- 
tion to  the  Eaftern  world.  Pofleired  of  more  national  ardour 
and  equally  perfevering  with  the  Dutch,  emerging  too  from 
civil  and  reilgious  thraldom,  it  determined  to  participate  wi^h 
the  Portuguefe  and  the  Dutch  commercial  adventurers  in  the 
profits  of  the  trade  to  the  Eatt- Indies.  Imitating  the  example 
of  the  other  European  nations,  Qiicen  Elizabeth  gave  a  Charter 
to  the  London  Company  in  1600.  At  firft,  one  or  more  of 
the  adventurers  were  entitled  to  carry  on  the  trade  upon  their 
<iwn  lhares,  but  in  a  fh.^rt  time  it  was  found  necelfary  to  reft 
the  wiiole  of  the  concern  upon  a  joint  Itock.  In  the  fuccecd- 
i:ig  reigns,  the  Crown  frequently  granted  licences  to  individu- 
als, and  tlie  London  Company  had  to  ftruggle,  hot  only 
ygainft  the  i'mch^n  Companies  of  Europe,  but  againft  the 
Englifh  interlopers.  At  Iaft  a  new  Aflbciation  was  formed, 
under  the  name  of  the  Englifli  Eaft-India  Company;  the 
Charter  of  the  London  Aiibciation  ftill  remaining.  It  was 
foon,  however,  found,  that  two  Companies  belonging  to  the 
fame  nation,  neither  could  carry  on  the  trade  with  profit  to 
themfelves,  nor  for  the  intereft  of  their  country.    The  Lon« 
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don  Company  had,  belides,  purchafed  up  the  greateft  part  of 
the  (hares  of  the  Englifli ;  the  ruin  of  both  would  have  folio w- 
cdy  had  not  the  whole  fubjeft  been  referred  to  Lord  GodoU 
phin,  and  had  not,  upon  his  award,  the  prefent  United  Com* 
pany  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft-Indies, 
been  eftablifhed.  From  this  period  to  the  middle  of  the  pre- 
fent century,  the  trade  to  the  Eafi:  Indies  had  nothing  peculiar 
to  diflinguilh  its  character  in  Britain  from  the  other  countries 
in  Europe  ;  the  (hips  of  the  European  Companies,  in  general^ 
carried  out  bullion  and  produce,  and  brought  back  goods  from 
India  and  China  to  be  difpofed  of  at  our  fales  in  London. — 
Towards  the  middle  of  the  prefent  century,  however,  France 
formed  the  bold  defign  of  acquiring  territorial  poiTeflions  in 
India,  and  the  ftruggle  between  the  French  and  the  EngUfli 
Companies  terminated,  in  our  acquiring  a  revenue  of  many 
millions  fterling,  and  comprehending  about  twenty  millions 
of  inhabitants.  This  triumph  of  England  was  ratified  by  the 
memorable  peace  of  1763.  The  Houfe  may  eafily  form  an 
idea  of  the  ftate  of  our  Afiatic  commerce,  at  this  jundture, 
from  the  following  (latement : 

*  From  1 731  to  1741,  on  an  average  of  ten  years,  there  was 
paid  for  bullion  exported,  464,5741.  ;  for  goods  and  ftores  ex- 
ported, 152,6091. ;  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Court  of  Diredors 
amounted  to  167,4101. ;  and  the  amount  of  the  fales  in  Europe 
was  1,700,675!.  . 

From  1 741  to  1747*  on  the  average  of  fix  years,  there  was 
paid,  for  bullion  exported,  567,2381. ;  for  gootls  and  ftores 
exported  189,4111. ;  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Court  of  Direftors 
amounted  to  230,9141.;  and  the  fales  of  goods  amounted  to 
1,907,1051.  '  , 

From  1747  to  1757,  on  an  average  often  years,  there  was 
paid,  for  bullion  exported,  767,0571.;  for  goods  and  ftores 
exported  267,7301. ;  the  tills  drawn  on  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors amounted  to  164,4821. ;  and  the  fales  of  goods  amounted 
to  2,143,4591- 

From  1757  to  1767,  on  an  average  often  years,  there  was 
paid,  for  bullion  exported,  121,2871. ;  for  goods  and  ftores 
exported  428,7071. ;  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Court  of  Directors 
amounted  to  432,8911. ;  and  tbc  fales  of  goods  amounted  te 
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Mr.  Dundas,  having  thus  given  a  view  of  the  Com- 
pany's affairs,  when  thefr  fltuation  was  merely  commercial, 
or  changing  to  the  novel  character  of  delegated  Sovereigns 
drawing  i*evcnues  from  rich  provinces,  to  be.  realifed  in  Britain 
through  the  medium  of  trade,  (after  again  adverting  to  the 
magnitude  of  our  pofledions,  and  to  the  acc^uifition  of  the 
Duanneej  obferved,  that  the  Company  was  the  inftrument  of 
Govemment,  renwtting  a  revenue  which  was  to  furnifh  a  ca- 
pital for  trade,  exclufively  of  the  exports  upon  which  they  had 
formerly  depended^  Adverting  again  to  the  laudable  interfe- 
rences of  Parliament  to  obtain,  upon  evidence,  a  knowledge 
of  the  a(^ual  value  of  the  BriOfti  poiTcflions  in  India,  and  to 
the  fucccirive  regulations  in  different  a6ls,  down  to  the  period 
when  the  prcfent  fyilcm  of  Controul  was  eftabliflied,  in  1784; 
he  concluded  *'  That  the  Company  had  no^^  become  the  or- 
gan by  which  the  Indian  Empire  of  Britain  ought  to  be  admi- 
niftcrcd.'* 

Upon  thisfyftem,  Mr.  Dundas  remarked,  there  were  a  va- 
riety of  opinions:  by  one  fet  of  men  it  was  maintained,  that  it 
was  a  politlcdl  abfurdity  to  cntruft  to  a  Commcrcitd  AlFocia- 
tion  the  Government  of  an  Empire ;  fince  the  very  nature  of 
this  power  rendered  it  impracticable  for  the  Company's  fer- 
vants,  either  to  conducl  commerce  upon  proper  principles,  or  ' 
tQ  govern  our  fubjcdls  in  India  wifely  or  well,  "  But  is  it 
not  true,  faid  he,  that  the  revenues  of  India  muft  pafs  to  Bri- 
tain through  the  medium  of  trade  ?  Is  it  not  true,  that  the 
manufaSurers  of  Britain,  whether  we  view  them  as  exporting 
produce  wrought  up  from  the  materials  of  our  own  country,  or 
as  drawing  their  gains  from  produce  that  depends,  on  raw  ma- 
terials imported  from  the  Eaft,  have  become  rich  ?  Is  it  not 
true,  that  the  tribute  from  India  cannot  be  realifed  in  Britain, 
with  fafety  to  the  State,  through  any  other  medium,  but  that 
of  a  regulated  trade  ?  Is  it  not  true,  that  from  the  acquiiition 
of  the  Duannee  to  the  prefent  times  (particularly  fince  the 
control  of  the  Executive  Power  has  been  fuccefsfuUy  employed 
to  prevent  abufes  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Government  and 
revenues  of  India)  that  the  trade  has  been  rapidly  improving 
and  increafing,  and  that  Parliament  have  had  annually  the  evi- 
dence of  this  fad,  before  them?  The  inference  is  obvious, 
that  in  the  trade,  as  well  as  in  the  Government  of  India^  «x* 
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perience  naay  be  at  variance  with  pUufible  fpeculation ;  but 
that  in  trade^  as  well  as  in  Gorernment,  we  muft  rely  on 
prafiice.^ 

Here  Mr.  Dundas  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  following  inte. 
refting  ftatementi  by  which,  he  obferved,  the  increafe  of  the 
trade,  flnce  the  acquifition  of  the  Duannee,  would  be  fully 
illuftrated. 

From  1767  to  1777,  on  an  average  often  years,  there  was 
paid,  foe  bullion  exported,  110,0421.9  for  goods  and  fiores 
exported  489,0811.;  the  amount  of  the  bills  drawn  on  the 
Court  of  DireSors,  was  458,768!. ;  and  of  the  falcs  in  Europe 

From  1777  to  1784,  on  an  average  of  feven  years,  there 
was  paid  for  bullion  5,65^31. ;  for  goods  and  (lores  exported 
500,089!. ;  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Court  of  Dire£lors  amount* 
cd  to  761,4251. ;  and  the  fales  of  goods  to  3,185,556!. 

From  1784  to  1790,  on  an  average  of  five  years,  there  was 
paid,  for  bullion  exported,  617,930!.;  for  goods  and  (tores  ex- 
ported 635,1451. ;  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Court  of  Diredors 
amounted  to  1,551,985!.;  and  the  fales  of  goods  amounted  to 
4,572,4661. 

From  1790  to  1793,  on  an  average  of  three  years,  there  was 
paid,  for  bullion  exported,  466,893!.;  for  goods  and  ftoies 
exported  935»7761. ;,  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Court  of  Diredors 
amounted  to  668,366!. ;  and  the  fales  of  goods  amounted  to 
5,103,0941. 

Having  thus  explained  upon  evidence,  what  the  exifting  in* 
terefts  of  Britain  ar&in  India,  Mr.  Dundas  proceeded  to  exa^ 
mine  the  arguments  which  had  been  laid  before  him  upon  the 
fubjed  of  the  open  trade. 

In  the  iird  place,  he  had  been  told,  tliat  the  revenue  might 
pafs  through  the  medium  of  the  Company,  though  their  ex-* 
clufive  privileges  were  to  ceafe  and  determine  ;  and  if  this  were 
not  admitted,  tliat  the  revenue  might  be  diftributed  among  the 
private  merchants,  and,  through  them,  be  realifed  in  Britain^ 
as  (afely,  as  through  the  Company.  Before  he  could  aflfent 
to  either  of  thefe  opinions,  it  became  neceflary  for  him  to  ad* 
vert  to  the  confequences  of  admitting  them.  ^'  I  am  of  opi* 
nion,"  faidhe,  *^  after  viewingthe  magnitude  ofthe  revenue  and 
of  die  furplus,  after  difcovering  the  degree  in  which  the  PuL* 
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lie  is  to  participate  of  tt,  and  after  having  had  it  proved  to  me 
upon  evidence^  tl^t  the  Company  is  the  moft  fafe  vehicle, 
through  which,  the  remittances  of  this  furplus  can  be  made 
either  to  itfelf  or  to  the  Public ;  that  it  would  be  unwif«  to  try 
the  experiment  of  reforting  to  any  other  fyftem." 

*•  But  allowing,  that  the  open  trade  might  become  a  means 
of  realifmg  the  revenue  in  Britain,  there  were  confequences 
both  to  Britain  and  to  India,  which  niight  refult  from  the  ex- 
periment, and  they  would  readily  be  forefeen  by  the  Houfe. 
If  the  inhabitants  of  Britain  were  to  be  permitted  freely  to  emi- 
grate to  India,  colonization  muft  neccflarily  take  place." — 
Mr.  Dundas  wiflied  therefore,  to  know,  whether  this  was  an 
experiment  that  ought  to  be  tried?  And,  whether  the.  proofs 
which  we  have  had,  of  the  pernicious  efi^ds  of  emigration, 
would  not  be  multiplied  by  fuch  a  mcafure?  letting,  afide, 
however,  this  probable  evil,  the  more  obvious  one  of  the  cf- 
fed  of  colonization  upon  India  itfelf,  muft  be  deliberately  ex. 
amined,  before  we  can  adventure  to  authorife  it.  **  All  the 
gentlemen,"  he  faid,  **  whohaverefidedin  India,  with  whom  I 
have  convcrfed,  and  all  the  information  which  I  have  received 
from  thofe,  at  prefent  in  the  moft  important  ftations  in  India, 
cither  political  or  conunercial,  agree,  that  an  unreftrained  li- 
berty to  the  Europeans  to  emigrate  to,  and  to  fettle  among, 
the  Indians,  would,  in  a  ihort  time,  annihilate  the  rc£pe£t 
paid  to  the  Britifti  chara3er,  and  ruin  our  Indian  Empire. 
Indeed,  we  have  only  to  advert  to  what  muft  be  the  fituation 
of  the  fettlers  and  of  the  natives,  and  we  (hall  at  once  difcover 
that  this  opinion  has  a  folid  foundation." 

If  numbers  were  tp  emigrate  to  India,  they  muft  find  out 
habitations  and  occupations  in  that  country.  In  acquiring  tht 
former,  they  muft  drive  the  natives  from  the  fpots,  upon 
wbich  they  and  their  forefathers  have  lived ;  and  in  purfuing 
the  latter,  the  rivalfhip  would  enhance  the  price  of  labour,  to 
the  degree,  which  would  foon  render  the  profits  from  Indiaa 
imports  almoft  nothing.  But  fuppofmg  thefe  to  be  only  pro- 
bable mifchiefs,  there  is  one  which  is  certain,  and  which 
materially  afFefls  the  prefervation  of  our  Indian  Empire. — 
An  indifcriminate  and  unreftrained  colonization  would  deftroy 
that  rcfpcft,  or  rather  eradicate  that  feeling,  which  is  fo  gc- 
neral  among  the  natives,  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  Eaiopean 
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cbara&er.  It  is  a  fa£l>  that  upon  this  feeling  of  the  fuperiority 
of  the  Europeans,  the  prefervation  of  our  Empire  depends^ 
and  it  is  owing  to  the  limited  number  of  them>  and  to  their 
being  the  covenanted  fervants  of  the  Company,. or  licehfed' 
inhabitants,  that  the  idea  of  the  fuperiority  is  fo  general,  or 
that  it  is  fo  efFe£lual  a  means  of  adminiflering  the  Govern* 
meat  of  ourprovinces.  "  I  cannot,"  faid  he,  '*  illuftrate  thefe 
obfervations  better,  than  by  referring  to  the  correfpondence 
between  Meer  Coflim  and  Mr.  Vanfittart:  the  Nabob  com- 
plained to  this  Governor,  that  the  natives  were  oppreffcd  and 
haraffed  by  numbers  of  vagrant  Europeans:  thinking  perhaps 
that  the  Nabob  was  alarmed,  without  reafon,  Mr.  Vanfittart 
replied,  tliat  thefe  Europeans  were  too  contemptible  to  deferve 
notice ;  *  They  may  be  contemptible,'  anfwered  the  Nabob, 
*  in  your  opinion,' but  the  dog  of  an  European  is  of  confequence 
among  the  timid  natives  of  this  country.*  If  then  the  fuperi- 
ority of  the  European  charader  mud  be  maintained  in  India, 
it  is  impoflible  for  us  to  think  of  authorizing  an  unrcflrained 
emigration." 

There  is  one  view  of  the  fubjeft,  which  muft  forcibly  ftrike 
every  man's  obfervation  the  moment  it  is  brought  before  the 
Houfe.  Adventurers  finding  their. hopes  difappointed,  and 
that  the  fortunes  they  had  promifed  themfelves  exifted  only  in 
their  own  imagination,  being,  too,  without  refource,  might 
feck,  and  would  find,  employment  in  the  armies  of  the  Mah- 
rattahs  and  of  Tippoo  Sultan.  "  Would  it  be  wife,  then,  to 
fill  the  armies  of  our  rivals  ill  India  with  recruits  from  Europe; 
or  can  we  fuppofc,  that  the  open  trader  would  confdientioufly 
hefiute  to  fupply  the  native  powers  with  the  military  (lores, 
by  which  their  armies  might  firft  refift  us,  and  then  wreft  from 
us  the  Empire  which  we  poifefs  ?" 

In  the  next  place,  Mr.  Dundas  ftated,  that  he  had  been 
told,  the  exports  of  Britifli  produce  would  be  increafed,  if  the 
trade  were  laid  open.  However  fpecious  this  opinion  might 
appear,  it  became  neceflary  that  Parliament  (hould  know  the 
faS,  and  for  this  purpofe,  he  would  fcleft  two  or  three  arti- 
cles, of  what  might  certainly  beconfulered  as  the  principal  ar- 
ticles of  BritiQi  manufafture.  Woollens  would  be  allowed 
to  be  the  firft  of  our  ftaple  commodities.  It  was  eafy  for  the 
fpecuUtofj  while  he  merely  confidered  the  extent  of  our  do- 
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minions  in  India,    and  that  they  were  inhabited  by  twenty 
millions  of  our  fubjefts,  to  fancy,  that  here  he  would  find 
unbounded  fales  for  his  goods ;  but  he  refledled  not,  that  the 
climate  wasagainft  the|wear  of  woollens ;  he  r,eflefted  not  that  the 
religious  prejudices  of  many  of  the  cafts  of  the  natives  forbade 
their  ufing  them ;  he  knew  not,  perhaps,  that  the  drefs  of  the 
natives  js  as  fixed  and  local,  as  their -manners.     It  was  eafy 
alfo  for  the  fpeculator  to  fuppofe,  that  in  fuch  a  country  as  In- 
dia, he  could  find  a  market  for  any  quantity  of  earthern  ware, 
but  he  did  not  refled  on  the  bulk  of  the  commodity ;  he  had 
not  eftimated  the  amount  of  the  freight  of  it ;  or  if  he  had, 
perhaps  he  did  not  know  that  the  religious  prejudices  of  many 
of  the  cafts  forbade  their  ufing  what  had  been  fabricated  by  the 
impure  hands  of  infidel  ftrangers.     It  was  eafy,  in  like  man- 
ner, for  the  fpeculator  to  imagine,  that  if  he  could  find  a  fale 
for  his  cottons  in  India,' his  riches  would  keep  pace  with  his 
defires ;  but  did  he  hope  to  rival  his  mafter  in  an  art,  in  which 
he  was  only  an  imitator  ;  or  could  he  expeft,  (comparing  the 
high'price  of  labour  in  Europe  with  the  low  price  of  it  in  India) 
that  he  could  underfell  him  there  ?     There  were  fome  articles 
of  Europe  manufaftured  cottons,  ^hich,  from  the  fuperior 
tafte  and  elegance  of  the  patterns,  might  find  a  fale  in  India, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  increafe;  but  from  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  the  fuperiority  of  the  Indian  manufactures  muft  remain 
with  the  natives.    "  I  mention  thefe  particulars,"  faid  Mr. 
Dundas,  "  merely  to  moderate  the  expedations  which  have 
been  entertained  iq  confequence  of  the  fpeculation  of  an  opca 
trade  to  India." 

In  the  third  place,  Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that  it  had  been 
a  favourite  topic  of  late,  to  declaim  againft  monopolies,  and 
to  confound  what  was  truly  a  monopoly,  with  the  exclufive 
privilege  of  the  Eaft- India  Company.  A  monopoly,  he  ob- 
ferved," gives  to  individuals,  or  to  aflbciations,  the  power  of 
bringing  what  quantity  of  goods  they  may  chufe  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  of  affixing  on  them  whatever  price  their  avarice  may 
fugged.  The  Houfe,  however,  would  at  once  diftinguifli 
between  this  narrow  afpeft  of  a  monopoly,  and  an  exclufive 
privilege  given  by  ^hc  Legiflature  to  a  Company,  proceeding 
upon  a  capital  equal  to  the  magnitude  of  the  concern,  and 
fubjed  to  regulation,  and  to  pdblic  control :  This  diftinftioQ 
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being  admitted^  the  Legiflature  -will  not  be  difpofed  raflily  to 
change  a  current  which  is  turning  the  greateft  wheel  of  Britifli 
commerce,  which  is  giving  food  10  indultry  and  wealth  to  re- 
gulated enterprize,  and  which  is  about  to  become,  indepen- 
dently of  what  we  draw  from  duties  and  cuftoms,  one  of  the 
refources  of  the  nation. 

It  had  been  of  late  a  fafhion  in  our  manufa^iiring  towns, 
to  hold  meetings,  and  to  come  to  refolutions,  that  the  exclu- 
live  privilege  of  the  Eaft- India  Company  was  a  monopoly, 
and  that  it  was  for  the  intereft  of  the  manufa<5lurers  this  mo- 
nopoly (hould  be  done  away.  ^^  I  would  wi(h  to  afk  the  pro- 
jedors  of  fuch  refolutions,  whether  they  have  examined  what 
the  Company  has  beep,  and  what  they  now  are?  To  whom 
did  they  owe  the  riches  which  they  had  acquired  from  the  cot- 
ton manufaAur«s?  To  the  Eaft« India  Company!  To  whom 
had  Britain  been  indebted  for  a  great  increafe  of  its  (hipping  ? 
To  the  Eaft-India  Company !  If  from  other  fources  our  in- 
dnftry  and  navigation  have  been  increafed,  the  original  obli- 
gation is  not,  on  that  account  the  lefs,  and  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten.     Some  fmall  gratitude  is  due  for  all  thefe  benefits. 

In  eftimating  the  merits  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  Mr. 
Dundas  ftated  his  wiflies,  that  thofe  who  form  a  different  opi- 
nion from  that  which  he  entertained  on  the  fubjedl,  would 
examine  accurately  what  was  the  real  proportion  of  gain, 
from  the  India  trade,  received  by  the  Proprietors  of  EalV In- 
dia ftock.  It  ought  to  be  remembered  on  this  fubjedl,  that 
the  capital  is  now  five  millions,  and  the  whole  dividend,  in 
compenfation  for  fuch  a  capital,  and  for  ail  the  riilcs  and  dan- 
gers which  have  repeatedly  attended  the  trade,  is'  not  more  than 
4o^,oool.  out  of  a  fum  of  no  lefs  than  3,750,000!.  which  is 
portioned  out  among  various  other  interefls.  Of  this  fum, 
the  merchants  and  ihip-owners  annually  receive  about  850,000!. 
the  charges  of  merchandizes  amount  to  350,0001. ;  the  goods 
exported,  including  private  trade,  at  the  moft  moderate  com- 
putation, do  not  amount  to  lefs  than  1,550,000!.  and  the  cuf- 
toms  and  duties  paid  to  the  Public  are  more  than  a  million  an- 
nually. Such  being  the  diflribution  of  the  returns  on  the  In- 
dia trade,  it  would  be  abiurd  to  impute  to  the  Eafl- India 
Company,  any  charge  of  receiving  exorbitant  gains,  at  the 
expenfe  of  the  Public  or  of  individuals  of  any  defcription.    In 


A46  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793. 

faft,  they  have  not  received,  nor  are  they  likely  to  reccivie,  the 
legal  intereA  of  the  money,  daily  paid  as  the  price  of  their 
flock.  It  is  believed,;  few  individuals  would  be  fatisfied  with 
fuch  a  return  on  a  commercial  capital ;  and  it  behoves  think- 
ing men  to  confider  well,  before  they  allow  thcmfelves  to  be 
led  away  by  general  declamation,  on  topics,  which  are  totally 
foreign  and  inapplicable  to  the  fubje£l. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  proceeded  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  the  probable  (late  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  fup* 
poiing  it  pofleifed  of  no  exclufive  trade  to  India.  '^  I  am 
afraid,"  faid  he,  **  that  many  perfons,  who  indulge  themfelves 
with  the  fanguine  hope  of  great  emoluments,  arifmg  out  of  an 
open  trade  to  India,  do  not  advert  to  the  ftate  of  the  EatVIndia 
Company,  independently  of  its  exclufive  rights.  If  the  ex- 
clufive charter  fhould  expire  in  1794,  (lill  the  Company  would 
be  a  body  corporate  in  perpetuity,  and  entitled  to  trade  upon 
its  joint  ftock.  To  whom,  in  this  cafe,  would  the  mod  im- 
portant feats  of  trade  in  India  belong  ?  To  the  Company  un- 
doubtedly. Under  their  original  and  perpetual  charters  they 
have  legally  purchafed  Or  acquired  Fort  St.  George,  St.  He- 
lena, Bombay,  and  Calcutta,  and  long  before  they  were  pof- 
feiTed  of  territories,  or  of  the  duannee.  Thefe  pofleflions  are 
their  patrimonial  property,  and  cannot  be  taken  from  them. 
Fort  St.  George  was  made  a  fettlement  by  the  old  Company 
in  1620,  St.  Helena  in  1651,  Bombay  in  1668,  Calcutta  and 
Fort  William  in  1689.  Upon  the  whole,  exclufive  of  the 
duailnee,  they  have  an  unalienable  right  to  valuable  landed 
polFeilions,  amounting  at  lead  to  250,0001.  per  annum.  In 
addition  to  thefe,  the  whole  fa&ories  and  commercial  efta- 
bliihments,  both  in  India  and  in  the  Eaftern  Seas,  undoubtedly 
belong  to  them.  Agreeably  to  the  principles  he  had  already 
detailed,  Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that  he  mull  take  for  granted 
that  the  government  and  territorial  revenues  are  to  remain  with 
the  Ea0-India  Company,  and,  of  courfe,'  that  they  muft  be 
confidered  as  poflfefTed  of  all  the  capital,  and  of  the  confequent 
advantages  likely  to  arife  from  being  the  remitters  of  the  pub*' 
lie  revenue,  and  thefe  were  equal  in  amount  to  the  whole  tri- 
bute which  India  can  afford  to  pay  to  this  country.  Under 
thefe  circumilances  he  might  furely  afk  whether  any  individual 
would  bastard  his  trade  in  an  hoftile  competition  with  the  Eaft' 
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India  Company  ?  and  whether  it  would  not  be  rafli  to  difturb 
the  eftabltfhed  fyftem  of  commerce  when  there  were  forcible 
reafons  for  continuing  itj  and  fcarcely  any  argument  in  favour 
of  a  contrary  fyftem  ?  This  topic  he  felt  to  be  invidious,  and 
thi:refore  he  declined  enlarging  upon  it ;  he  would,  however, 
take  the  liberty  of  fiiggefting  to  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to 
purfue  an  inveftigation  of  this  fubjcft,  whether  the  Indian 
trade  of  the  foreign  European  nations  did  not,  from  its  a£lua1 
ftate,  tend  to  confirm  the  opinion,  that  it  would  be  unavailing 
in  the  private  trader  to  enter  inta  a  rival  competition  in  the 
trade  to  India  againft  the  Eafl-India  Company  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

Before  the  pafling  of  the  Commutation  zQ.  fome  of  the  pri- 
vate merchants  had  had  an  opportunity  of  drawing  profits  from 
a  contraband  trade  in  tea  to  Great  Britain  ;  but  fince  that 
event  this  fource  of  profit  had  been  nearly  exhaufted,  and  he 
believed  that  thofe  who  had  recently  endeavoured  to  draw 
profits  from  it»  had,  from  their  iofles,  receded  from  the  enter- 
prifc. 

Having  thus  confidered  what  the  Britifh  India  trade  is  as  a 
monopoly,  (if  that  term  Ihall  (lill  be  con&>unded  with  an  ex- 
dufive  privilege)  Mr.  Dundas  took  an  interefting  hiftorical  re- 
trofped  of  what  it  had  been  when  that  monopoly  had  been  in- 
terrupted. During  a  confiderablc  part  of  the  proteftorate  of 
Oliver  Cromwell,  he  obferved,  that  the  private  traders  had  not 
only  been  allowed  to  try  the  experiment  of  the  Indi?  trade, 
but  authorifed  by  a  commifTion,  in  1654-5,  to  engage  in  it. 
The  trade  from  this  period  to  1657,  therefore,  might  be  con- 
fidered as  open  and  free.  Se^'eralci^cumftances  had  contributed 
to  prejudice  the  ProteSor  againft  monopolies.  The  moft  dif- 
tinguiflied  writers  on  trade  in  England  had  inveighed  againfl: 
them,  and  in  particular  againfl  the  monopoly  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  ;  while  the  authors  on  the  fame  fubjed  in  Holland 
had  defended  the  privileges  of  their  Eaft-India  Companies. 
The  difputes,  too,  between  the  Dutch  and  Englifti  Eaft- India  . 
Companies,  from  1620  to  the  treaty  which  Oliver  dilated  in 
1654,  probably  prejudiced  him  againd  Companies  of  every 
kind.  It.  appears,  however,  that,  upon  the  trade  being  opened 
lA  England,  the  Dutch  took  an  unneceflary  alarm.  In  Thur 
loe's  State  Papers  there  is  an  interefting  letter  from  Oliver's 
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Envoy  at  the  Hague,  intimating,  '<f  that  the  merchants  at 
Amfterdani  confidered  the  opening  of  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce to  the  Eail  Indies  to  be  a  meafure  that  would  injure  the 
Eaft-India  Companies  of  Holland.**  Though  Cromvtrell 
opened  tiie  trade  for  fgur  years,  the  experiment  foon  convinced 
him  that  his  own  meafure  was  as  ra(h  as  the  jealoufies  and  ap- 
prehenfions.  of  the  Dutch  were  unfounded.  In  three  years  he 
difcovered  that  the  Company *s  trade  (for  he  did  not  prohibit 
them  from  a  competition  with  the  private  adventurers}  was 
almoft  ruined,  and  that  the  Dutch  had  taken  the  opportunity 
of  fcizing  on  Calicut,  on  Columbo  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
on  Manarr,  and  Jefnapatnam.  Cromwell,  therefore,  in  this 
inftance,  found  it  expedient  to  alter  his  opinion,,  (though  that 
perfon,  it  will  be  allowed,  was  not  in  the  habit  of  giving  up 
his  prejudices)  and  to  reftore  the  charter  in  1657.  What  is 
fmgular  enough,  in  this  event,  is,  that' the  private  traders 
theihfelves  were  the  firft  to  petition  the  Protedor  to  reftore  the 
Company's  charter ;  and  what  ihews  the  rafhnefs  of  the  mea- 
fure in  the  ftrongeft  degree  is,  that  when  the  Company  were 
re-eftablilhed  upon  a  joint  (lock  of  739,782!.,  only  50  per 
cent,  of  this  fum  was  fubfcribed  for,  and  deemed  the  capital 
flock  of  the  Company.  If  Charles  II.,  in  1660,  renewed  the 
Company's  charter,  his  wants,  as  well  as  thofe  of  James  11., 
led  them  to  grant  licenfes  to  individuals,  the  majority  of  whom 
became  bankrupts. 

A  fimilar  experiment,  though  to^^a  lefs  extent,  viras  tried 
fome  years  afterwards.  In  1683,  on  the  failure  of  the  pa}- 
ment  of  a  paltry  duty,  a  handle  was  made  to  cut  down  the 
charter  of  the  old  Eaft- India  Company,  and  for  a  loan  of  two 
millions,  at  8  per  cent.,  the  general  fociety,  or  Englifti  Eaft- 
India  Company,  was  eftablifhed  by  a  charter,  the  terms  of 
which  gave  to  this  incorporated  body  a  right  either  to  trade  on 
their  feparate  ftiares  in  the  capital,  or  to  unite  together,  as  a 
joint  ftock,  the  iliares  of  as  many  individual  proprietors  as 
chofe  to  carry  on  the  trade  in  that  manner.  Here,  therefore, 
a  fair  oppoi;iunity  was  given  to  make  the  experiment  of  trading 
as  private  or  individual  adventurers,  or  upon  a  joint  ftock. 
In  a  (hort  time  this  lad  method  of  trading  was  found  to  be  lb 
preferable  a  fyftcm,  that,  wUer^  the  two  Companies  were 
united,  not  more  than  700oL^  remained  belonging  to  the  fcpa- 
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rate  traders  of  the  general  focicty.  The  inference  from  thefe 
events  is,  that  not  only  the  experience  of  other  nations,  but 
that  of  our  anceftors,  prove  to  us  the  danger  of  the  fpcculation 
of  an  open  Eafl- India  trade.  , 

Having  thus  examined  what  the  trade  is  with  an  exclufivc 
privilege,  and  what  it  was  when  this  privilege  was  interrupted, 
Mr.  Dundas  entered  into  an  examination  of  the  ccrnplaints 
which  had  been  brought  againfl  the  Eaft-India  Company.  It 
had  been  faid  that  the  Company,  having  a  capital  provided  for 
them  in  India,  are  lefs  anxious  than  they  ought  to  be  in  en- 
larging their  export  trade,  and  that  thus  they  did  not  fuffi- 
ciently  encourage  the  induftry  of  the  manufadurers.  It  had 
been  faid,  that  they  were  not  fufficiently  attentive  in  bringing 
home  the  proper  quantity  of  the  raw  materials  required  by  our 
manufacturers.  It  had  been  faid,  that  they  have  not  provided 
for  the  remittance  of  the  fortunes  of  individuals  from  India  by 
means  cf  trade,  and  that  the  efFeft  of  the  inattention  of  the 
Company,  in  thefe  refpefls,  had  been  to  create  a  clandeftine 
trade  injurious  to  the  commerce,  the  revenues,  and  the  navi* 
gation  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  firft  of  thefe  fubjefls,  Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that 
fince  the  acquifition  of  the  territorial  revenues,  and  particularly 
fince  the  laft  peace,  the  exports  from  Britain  had  been  greatly 
increafed,  and  by  the  meafures  which  he  was  to  propofe  for 
the  conflderation  of  the  Houfe,  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  the 
export  trade  would  be  carried  on  as  far  as  the  demands  in 
India  would  bear. 

On  the  fe.cond  of  thefe  obje£lions  he  ftated,  that  the.im- 
ports  of  raw  materials  to  Britain  amounted  to  700,000!.  an- 
nually ;  and  though  this  might  not  be  the  quantity  required, 
it  mud  be  allowed  that  the  Company  had  made  meritorious 
cflForts.  Means,  however,  would  be  propofed  for  enabling  th^ 
manufacturer  to  fupply  himfelf  with  raw  materials  through 
ihe  Company's  {hips  as  well  as  at  their  fales. 

On  the  third  of  thefe  obje£lions  he  obferved,  that  the  diffi- 
culty of  fending  home  private  fortunes  would  be  admitted; 
but  that  the  error  was  in  the  Legiflature,  not  in  the  Company. 
By  an  z£t  of  Parliament  the  Company  were  limited  in  their 
acceptance  of  bills  to  300,000!.  in  any  one  year  ;  l)ut  this  error 
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would  be  done  away  by  the  plan  of  remittrng  the  debts  of  the 
Company  from  India,  and  making  them  payable  in  Britain. 

On  the  laft  of  thefc  fubjedls  he  obferved,  th^t  it  was  con- 
nc£led  originally  with  the  error  of  prohibiting  the  remittance 
of  fortunes  from  India,  becaufe  thefe  had  furniihed  capitals 
to  clandeftine  traders;  but  as  he  meant  to  propofe  that  the 
Company  fliould  be  obliged  to  provide  ftipping,  at  a  mode- 
rate rate  of  freight,  to  carry  out  goods  to  India,  for  all  thofc 
who  might  chufe  to  enter  into  the  trade,  and  to  bring  home 
raw  materials  for  the  manufacturer,  he  confidered  that  the  for- 
ti/ncs  of  individuals  would  find  an  cafy  and  a  fafe  channel  of 
remittance  to  Britain,  and  doubted  not  but  that  the  experiment 
of  extending  the  export  and  import  trade  would  do  away  the 
temptations  to  engage  in  the  clandeftine  trade,  and  would,  in 
fa<S,  annihilate  it.  "  In  this  way,"  faid  Mr.  Dundas,  ••  I 
truft  that  I  Ihall  not  have  been  found  inattentive  to  the  mer- 
cantile interefts  of  the  Britifli  nation  at  large,  nor  to  thofe  of 
the  Eaft- India  Company.  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  plan  which 
I  have  adopted,  and  at  laft  arranged  with  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Public.  To 
thofe  who  have  been  looking  to  the  fubjeft,  in  one  point  of 
view  only,  and  in  fancy  imagining  to  themfelves  the  rewards 
of  their  fpeculations,  I  cannot  expeft  to  give  fatisfaflion  ;  but 
if  Parliament  fhall  difappoint  ihcm  in  their  unreafonable  ex- 
pectations from  fpeculation,  it  will,  at  the  fame  time,  in  pre- 
venting them  from  dillipating  the  wealth  they  poffefs,  have  in- 
fured  to  them  their  fortunes,  and  been  the  guardian  of  the  pa- 
trimony of  the  nation.  My  plan  is  to  engraft  an  open  trade 
upon  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  Company,  and  to  prove  by 
experiment,'  firft,  how  far  the  complaints,  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, are  well  founded  ;  and  next,  how  far  it  is  prafticablc 
to  cure  the  evil,  without  injury  to  the  Public.  We  thus  may 
not  only  prevent  the  commercial  adventurer  of  England  or 
Ireland  from  being  borne  down  by  the  Company  in  an  hoftile 
competition,  but  afford  to  them,  in  their  enterprifes  and  fpe- 
culations, its  foftering  proteftion." 

Mr.  Dundas  concluded  with  apologrfmg  to  the  Houfe  for 
having  fo  long  detained  them  upon  a  fubjeft,  into  which  conu- 
mercial  men  or  commercial  oeconomifts  can  only  be  fuppofed 
to  enter.    «*  But  a  Britifh  Legiflatuic^"  he  £aic^  *^  have  to 
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refledy  that  our  commercial  refourccs  are  immcnfc,  that  what- 
ever can  preferve  them,  or  add  to  them,  is  preferving  and  add- 
ing to  the  greatnefs  of  the  empire  ;  that  in  vain  we  ftiall  look 
at  the  envied  fituation  in  which  we  arc  placed  in  Europe  ;  in 
vain  we  fliall  expcft  permanency  of  refpe^  to  the  Britiih 
power  and  charaSer  among  nations,  removed  from  us  nearly 
half  the  circumference  of  the  world  ;  that  In  vain  wc  fliall,  at 
the  expence  of  treafure  and  of  blood,  have  founded  and  confo- 
lidated  an  Indian  empire  ;  in  vain  we  ihall  be  feeking  to  open 
the  markets  of  China  for  the  encouragement  of  the  (kill,  the 
induftry,  and  the  enterprife  of  the  firitifli  artizan,  merchant, 
and  navigator ;  that  in  vain  we  fliall  have  devifed  a  fyft^m  of 
government,  and  judicial,  financial,  and  military  powevs  to 
fupport  it — if  we  do  not,  with  thcfc  efforts,  lillen  to  the  claims 
of  the  Company,  who  have  aftively  promoted  the  intercft  and 
greatnefs  of  their  country  ;  if  we  do  not  conneft  with  the 
confidence,  which  wc  propofe  to  place  in  them,  encourage- 
ments fuited  to  the  claims  of  the  refpcftable  and  numerous 
manufadurers,  whofe  (kill,  whofe  wealth,  and  whofe  enter- 
prife, have  feconded  and  rewarded  their  own,  and  the  efforts 
of  the  grcatcft  mercantile  aflbciation  in  the  world — an  aflbcia- 
tion  who  have  been  fupportcd  by,  aod  are  about  reciprocally  to 
fupport  their  proteflors — an  aflbciation  who,  from  their  fpirit 
of  enterprife  and  liberality  of  commercial  principles,  are  ready 
to  forward  every  laudable,  but  regulated,  enterprife  of  their 
fellow  fubjeds. 

"  I  own,  that,  next  to  the  interclls  of  my  country,  the  pro- 
fperity  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  in  the  management  of 
whofe  buflnefs  I  have  had  my  fliarc,  claims  my  firft  public  re- 
gard ;  and  I  (hall  feel  it  to  be  the  moil  honourable  moment  of 
my  life,  if  I  have  fuggefted  opinions  to  the  Legiflaiure,  lead- 
ing to  a  fyflem  of  Indian  affairs,  for  the  general  advantage  of 
Great  Britain. 

"  In  my  prefent  ftatcment  I  have  referred  only  to  an  expla- 
nation of  the  leadmg  principles  which  govern  my  opinion. 
It  will  readily  occur  to  the  Houfe,  that  there  are  many  points 
which,  in  detail,  will  require  minute  explanation ;  I  fliall, 
therefore,  without  formally  moving  any  rcfolutions,  have 
them  printed,  and,  on  Monday  next,  fubmit  them  to  the  Com- 
aiittcc,  who  mzy  continue  the  confid^atioa  of  them,  from  day 
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to  day,  tin  they  (hall  come  to  a  deciGoki  upon  this  great  na<- 
tional  fubjeft." 

Mr.  Dundas  then  propofed  the  following  refolutions  : 

**  I.  That  all  the  territorial  acqui  fit  ions  obtained  in  the  Eaft 
Indies^  with  the  revenues  of  the  fame,  (hall  remain  in  the 
pofTedion  of  the  Ea(t-India  Company,  during  their  farther  term 
in  the  cxclufive  trade,  without  prej  udice  to  the  claims  of  the 
Public  or  the  Company,  fubjeft  ncverthelefs  to  ftich  fnpcrin- 
tcndancc  and  control,  and  to  fudi  appropriations  of  the  terri- 
torial revenues  and  profits  of  trade,  as  are  hereinafter  fpecilicd. 

*'  2.  That  Commi (Tuners,  to  be  appointed  by  His  Majeily, 
fhall  form  a  Board,  and  be  inverted  with  authority  to  fupcrin- 
tend,  dircdl,  and  control  all  afts,  operations,  and  concerns, 
which  relate  to  the  civil  or  military  government,  or  re^nues 
of  the  Britifli  pofTcflTions  in  India,  in  like  manner  as  the  Com- 
miffioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  an  aft  of  th«  twenty-fourth 
year  of  his  prcfent  Majefty,  entitled,  **  An  aft  for  the  better 
**  regulation  and  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Ealt-India 
**  Company,  and  of  th^  Briti(h  poiTeffions  in  India,  and  for 
**  eftablifhing  a  Court  of  Judicature  for  the  more  fpeedy  and 
"  effcftual  trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  oifcnces  committed  in 
**  the  Eaft  Indies,"  were  empowered  to  do  by  the  faid  aft,  or 
by  any  other  aft  or  afts  of  Parliament,  with  fuch  farther 
powers,  and  under  and  fubjcft  to  fuch  other  rules,  regulations, 
and  reftriftions,  touching  or  concerning  the  faid  civil  govern- 
ment, and  the  appropriation  of  the  faid  revenues,  as  (hall  be 
now  made  and  provided  by  the  authority  of  Parliament. 

**  3.  That  the  falaries  and  allowances,  and  all  charges  and 
cxp*.  runs  attending  the  execution  of  His  Majelly's  commiflion 
in  that  behalf,  (lull  Le  paid  and  defrayed  quarterly  by  the  faid 
Company,  on  a  certificate  of  the  amount  thereof,  under  the 
haiui  of  the  Prefident  of  the  faid  Board  for  the  time  being,  to 
the  Court  of  Direftors  of  the  faid  Compiiny. 

**  4.  That  it  appears  to  be  proper  to  continue  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  in  a  Go- 
vernor General  and  three  CounftUors,  and  to  continue  the 
Government  of  each  of  the  Prefidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and 
Bombay  refpeftively,  in  a  Governor  and  three  Counfellors, 
•  with  fuch  powers,  and  under  fuch  regulations,  as  by  any  aft 
or  afts  of  Parliament  the  Governor  Genc^ral,  Governcurs,  and 


A.  1793-  D  E  B  A  T  E  S.^  '  253 

Counfellors  of  the  faid  Prefidencics  refpeflivcly  have  been,  or 
are  invefted  with,  for  the  government  thereof. 

"  5.  That  it  appears  to  be  expedient  to  continue  the  power 
veiled  in  HisMajefty,  to  recall  any  of  the  Company's  officers 
and  fervants  in  India,  fuch  recall  being  figniiied  to  the  Di« 
rcftors,  by  an  inflrument  in.  writing,  under  His  Majefty's  fign 
manual,  counterfigned  by  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
niiffioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India  ;  and  that  the  power  of  the 
Court  of  DireAors  to  remove  or  recall  any  of  the  faid  officers 
or  fer\ants,  be  alfo  continued. 

"  6.  That  it  appears  to  be  fit  and  proper  to  continue  to  the 
Eafl-India  Company  their  eichifive  trade,  within  the  limits 
now  enjoyed  by  them,  for  a  farther  tenn  of  twenty  years,  to 
be  computed  from  the  ift  of  March,  1794,  liable  to  be  dif- 
continued  at  the  end  of  fuch  period,  if  three  years  notice  (hall 
previoufly  be  given  by  Parliament ;  fubjeft  ncverthelefs  to  the 
regulations  hereinafter  fpecified,  for  promoting  the  export  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufaAure  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  for  encon- 
laging  individuals  to  carry  on  trade  to  and  from  the  Eaft-In- 
dies. 

"  7.  That  it  appears  to  be  expedient  to  make  it  lawful  for 
gny  of  His  Majefty's  fubjefts,  refident  in  Great  Britain,  or  in 
any  other  of  His  Majefty's  European  dominions,  to  export 
from  the  Port  of  London,  in  ftiips  to  be  provided  by  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  on  the  proper  rifk  and  account  of  the  expor- 
ters, to  any  of  the  ports  or  places  ufually  vifited  by  the  (hips 
of  the  faid  Company,  on  the  feveral  coafts  of  Malabar  and 
Coromandel,  or  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or 
the  Ifland  of  Sumatra,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes, 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufadure  of  the  faid  European 
dominions,  except  military  (lores  and  ammunition,  marts, 
fpars,  cordage,  anchors,  pitch,  tar,  and  copper. 

"  8.  That  it  appears  to  be  expedient  to  make  it  lawful  for 
any  of  His  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  the  civil  fervice  of  the  faid 
Company  in  India,  or  being  refident  there  by  leave  or  licence 
of  the  faid  Company,  or  under  their  protection  as  merchants, 
to  confign  and  put  on  board  the  (hips  of  the  faid  Company, 
bound  to  Great  Britain,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize 
(except  fuch  piece  goods  as  are  hereinafter  mentioned,)  in 
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order  to  the  fame  being  imported  on  the  rifle  and  account  of 
the  private  owners  thereof,  at  the  port  of  London,  under  the 
regulations  hereinafter  fpecified,  fo  that  the  tonnage  to  be  re- 
quired for  that  piu-pofe  exceeds  not  the  quantity  of  tonnage 
which  the  Company  (hall  be  obliged  to  provide  for  the  private 
trade. 

"  9.  That  during  the  farther  term  to  be  granted  to  the 
Company,  all  perfons,  except  the  Company,  and  fuch  as 
i]]all  be  liccnfed  by  them  for  that  purpofc,  fhall  be  reflriclcd 
from  importing  into  Great  Britain  any  India  callicoes,  dimi- 
ties, mullins,  or  other  piece  goods  made  or  manufa£lurcd  with 
(ilk  or  cotton,  or  with  filk  an(f  cotton  mixed,  or  with  other 
mixed  materials;  but  that  if  the  Company,  by  themfclves, 
or  others  under  their  licence,  fliall  not  import  a  fiifficient 
quantity  of  fuch  goods  to  keep  the  market  fupplicd  there- 
with, at  rcafonable  prices,  to  anfwer  the  confumption  of 
Great  Britain  (as  far  as  the  fame  are  not  prohibited  to  be 
worn  or  ufcd  therein)  and  for  exportation,  it  (hall  be  lawful 
for  the  Board  of  Commilfioners  for  the  affairs  of  India  to 
make  fuch  regulations  and  reftriilions  for  admitting  individuals 
to  import  tnc  fame  rcfpedively,  as  the  circumflances  of 
the  cafe  may  appear  to  them  to  require. 

"  10.  That  the  Company  be  laid  under  an  obligation  to 
provide,  at  reafonablc  rates  of  freight,  between  the  thirty-firll 
day  of  0<flober  in  each  year,  and  the  firft  day  of  February  in 
the  following  year,  not  lefs  than  three  thoufand  tons  of  (hip- 
ping, for  the  purpofc  of  carrying  out  to  India  the  private  trade 
of  individuals,  and  for  bringing  back  the  returns  of  the  fame, 
and  the  private  trade  of  other  perfons  who  (hall  be  lawfully  «n^ 
titled  to  import  the  fame  into  this  kingdom  ;  and  that  farther 
regulations  Ihall  be  made  for  augmenting  the  faid  quantity  of 
tonnage,  as  circumftancex  may  require. 

*'  II.  That  in  time  of  peace  the  rate  of  freight  which  the 
Company  (hall  be  entitled  to  charge  for  the  carriage  of  goo<ls 
from  Great  Britain  to  India,  fhall  not  exceed  5I.  per  ton; 
and  that  the  rate  of  freight  which  they  (hall  be  entitled  to 
charge  for  the  carriage  of  goods  from  Jndia  to  Great  Britain, 
fhall  not  exceed  15I.  per  ton.  And  that  in  times  of  war  or 
preparations  for  war  between  Great  Britain  and  any  European 
power,  or  under  any.  circumftances  incidental  to  war,  or  pre- 
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parations  for  war,  whereby  an  increafe  in  the  rates  of  freight 
payable  by  the  Company  (hall  become  unavoidable,  then,  and 
in  any  of  thofe  cafes,  the  rates  of  freight  to  be  charged  and  re- 
ceived by  the  Company  for  the  carriage  of  private  trade,  (hall 
and  may  be  increafed  in  a  due  proportion  to  the  additional 
rates  of  tonnage  paid  by  the  Company  for  the  hire  of  (hips 
for  their  own  trade,  and  after  no  higher  rate  or  proportion. 

"  12.  That  perfons  intending  to  export  any  goods  to  India, 
Ihall  fignify  the  fame  in  writing  to  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the 
Company,  before  the  laft  day  of  Aiiguft  in  each  year,  for  the 
(hips  of  the  cnfuing  fcafon,  fpecifying  therein  the  port  or  place 
of  dell  i  nation  of  fuch  goods,  and  the  quantity  of  tonnage  ix- 
<}uired  for  the  fame,  and  the  period  when  the  goods  will  be 
ready  to  be  laden  or  put  on  board ;  and  that  every  perfon  giv- 
ing fuch  notice  (hall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember next  enfuing,  depoiit  in  the  treafury  of  the  faid  Com- 
pany the  money  chargeable  for  the  freight,  upon  the  quantity 
of  tonnage  required  or  fpecified  in  fuch  notice,  unlefs  the 
Court  of  Direftors  (hall  think  fit  to  accept  any  fecurity  for  the 
payn  ent  thereof;  and  that  every  fuch  perfon  (hall  alfo,  before 
the  thirtieth  day  of  OSober  next  enfuing  fuch  notice,  deliver 
to  the  faid  Secretary  a  lift  of  the  forts  of  goods  intended  to  be 
exported,  and  the  quantities  of  each  of  fuch  forts  refpeftively ; 
and  that  in  default  thereof,  or  failure  in  providing  the  goods  to 
be  (hipped  within  the  time  fpecified  in  the  notice  for  that  pur- 
pofc,  the  depofit  or  fecurity  taken  for  the  freight  (hall  be  for- 
feited to  the  Company. 

"  13.  That  perfons  intending  to  export  any  goods  from  In- 
dia to  Great  Britain,  (hall  fignify  the  fame  by  notice  in  writing 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Prefidency  (or  to  fuch  perfon  as 
fhall  be  fpecially  authorifed  to  receive  the  fame  by  the  refpec- 
tive  Governments  abroad)  within  a  reafonable  and  convenient 
time,  to  be  limited  by  the  faid  refpedlive  Governments  for 
that  purpofe,  in  which  notices  (hall  be  fpecified  the  forts  and 
quantities  of  goods  intended  to  be  (hipped,  the  quantity  of 
tonnage  required,  and  the  period  when  the  goods  will  be  ready 
to  be  put  on  board :  and  that  every  perfon  giving  fuch  notice 
fliall  make  a  depofit  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  freight  upon 
tlie  quantity  of  tonnage  fpecified  in  the  notice,  or  otherwife 
give  fuch  reafonable  fecurity  for  the  payment  thereof  in  Great 
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Britain,  and  the  due  performance  of  his  engagements  in  that 
behalf,  as  the  faid  refpedllve  Governments  (hall  require;  and 
if  the  perfons  giving  fuch  notices  (hall  not  provide  their  goods 
to  befhipped  within  the  time  therein  fpecified  for  that  purpofe, 
their  depofits  or  feciirities  (hall  be  forfeited  to  the  Company. 

"  14.  That  if  any  vacant  tonnage  fliall  remain  not  engaged 
by  individuals,  either  in  Great  Britain  or  India,  after  the 
times  limited  for  giving  fuch  notices  refpertively,  the  famei 
together  with  any  other  vacant  tonnage  occafioned  by  the  fai- 
lure or  default  of  any  perfons  in  the  delivery  of  their  merchan- 
dize, within  the  period  fpeci(ied  in  their  notices  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  (hall  and  may  be  occupied  by  the  goods  of  the  faid  Com- 
pany ;  and  that  if  the  whole  quantity  of  tonnage  required  for 
private  trade  in  any  year,  either  in  Great  Britain  or  India, 
Ihall  exceed  the  whole  quantity  of  tonnage  which  the  Company 
are  bound  to  provide  in  fuch  year  refpedtively,  in  that  cafe  the 
whole  of  the  tonnage  provided  (hall  be  diftributed  amongft  the 
parties  requiring  the  fame,  in  proportion  tathe  quantities  fpe- 
cified  in  the  rcfpeftive  notices. 

"  15.  That  all  perfons  refiding  in  India,  in  the  civil  fer- 
vicc  of  the  faid  Company,  or  by  their  leave  or  licence,  not 
being  reftriSed  by  their  covenants  with  the  Company,  or 
otherwife  fpecially  prohibited  by  them  or  their  Governments 
in  India,  (hall  be  permitted  to  aft  as  commercial  agents,  ma- 
nagers, or  confignees,  on  the  behalf  of  fuch  perfons  as  (hall 
think  fit  to  employ  them,  as  well  in  the  difpofal  of  their  ex- 
port goods,  as  in  providing  fuch  other  kinds  of  goods  as  may 
by  law  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  on  their  private  account, 
without  incurring  any  penalty  in  refpeft  thereof. 

**  16.  That  if,  upon  any  reprefentation  made  to  the  Court 
of  Direftors,  by  or  on  the  behalf  of  the  private  traders,  of  the 
want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  perfons  refident  in  India,  for 
the  conduA  and  management  of  the  private  trade,  duly  autho- 
rifed  and  qualified  for  that  purpofe,  the  faid  Court  (hall  fail  to 
licenfe  a  farther  number  of  free  merchants,  to  the  fatisfa&icm 
of  the  faid  private  traders,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  traders 
to  reprefent  the  fame  to  the  Board  of  Commiffioners  for  the 
affairs  of  India ;  and  that  the  Court  of  Diredors  (hall  be  there- 
upon obliged  to  licenfe  a  proper  and  fufficient  number  of  per- 
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fons  to  refide  at  their  fettlements  in  India,  in  the  charafter  of 
free  merchants,  with  the  approbation  of  the  faid  Board. 

**  17.  That  the  duty  of  5I.  per  cent,  payable  to  the  faid 
Company,  by  virtue  of  an  aft  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  years  of 
King  William  the  Third,  and  the  2  per  cent,  now  collefted  ■ 
by  them,  on  the  value  of  goods  imported  from  the  Eaft- Indies, 
or  other  places  within  the  limits  of  their  exclufive  trade, 
fliould  be  difcontinued,  and  that  a  duty  not  exceeding  3I.  per 
cent,  on  the  true  and  real  value  or  fale  amount  of  all  goods  im- 
ported from  the  faid  limits  into  Great  Britain,  in  private  trade, 
be  granted  in  lieu  thereof;  and  that  the  fame  be  accepted  or 
retained  by  the  faid  Company  out  of  the  proceeds  of  fuch 
goods,  as  the  contributory  fliare  or  proportion  of ,  the  private 
traders,  for  the  expences  of  the  faid  Company,  in  refpeft  of 
the  faid  private  trade. 

"  18.  That  it  will  be  proper  to  eftablifh  fuch  rules  and  re- 
gulations, as  may  enfure  asfpeedy  fales  (after  the  clearance  of 
the  fliip)  of  the  articles  of  filk,  cotton,  wool  and  (kins,  indigo, 
dying  woods  and  drugs,  imported  in  private  trade,  as  (ball  be 
found  confident  with  the  interefts  of  the  owners ;  and  for  fo 
limiting  the  value  of  the  lots  of  thofe  articles,  as  that  no  ono 
lot  may  exceed, a  rea(bnable  fum  to  be  fixed  j  and  for  entitling 
the  owners,  who  fliall  buy  in  their  confignments  of  the  above- 
mentioned  articles,  to  an  early  delivery  thereof,  without  ac- 
tual payment  of  the  purchafe  monies,  into  the  Company's 
Treafury,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  cuftoms,  duties,  and 
charges  of  freight ;  and  to  provide  that  all  other  goods  im- 
ported in  private  trade  fhaU  be  depofited  in  the  Company's 
warehoufes,  and  be  in  like  manner  fold  on  account  of  the 
owners,  at  an  early  period,^  and  that  the  prices  thereof,  and 
alfo  of  fuch  of  the  faid  articles  of  raw  materials  as  fhall  not  be 
bought  in  by  the  owners  or  importers,  fliall  be  paid  into  the 
Company's  Treafury  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  owners  or  im- 
porters; and  that  the  private  trade,  and  the  fales  thereof, 
fliall  be  managed,  difpofed,  and  condufted,  according  to  the 
bye-laws  of  the  Company,  made  and  provided  for  the  manage- 
ment of  private  and  privileged  trade,  except  in  fuch  refpc£ls 
only  as  fliall  be  otherwife  fpecially  ordered  and  direfted. 

**  19.  That  it  is  fit  and  proper  that  all  reftraints  laid  by  law 
on  the  fervants  of  the  Company  and  other  fubjedls  of  His  Mil* 
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jefty,  and  now  in  force,  whereby  they  are  inapeded  or  reftrift- 
ed  in  the  recovery  of  their  juft  debts  or  other  demands,  in  fo- 
reign parts  or  in  His  Majefty's  dominions,  in  whatever  mode 
fuch  debts  may  have  been  contracted,  or  fiich  demands  in- 
curred,  fhould  be  removed ;  and  that  the  twenty-ninth  feclion 
of  ah  adl  of  the  twenty-firft  year  of  His  Majefty's  reign,  where- 
by Britifli  fubjeds  in  India  were" prohibited  from  lending  mo- 
ney to  foreign  Companies,  or  foreign  European  merchants, 
«nd  from  purchafing  goods  or  lending  money  for  that  purpofe 
on  any  of  their  accounts,  or  furnifliing  them  with  any  bills  of 
exchange  therein  defcribed,  {hould  be  repealed,  and  that  all 
penalties  incurred  by  any  breach  thereof,  for  which  no  pro- 
fecution  hath  been  already  commenced,  fhould  be  difcharged. 

*'  20.  That  it  is  proper  to  declare  that  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities  of  the  Company,  and  their  Governments  abroad, 
over  their  officers  and  fervants,  and  other  BritiQi  fubje£ls  re- 
ading under  their  protection  in  India,  notwithftanding  their 
being  authorifed  and  employed  to  a£t  as  managers  or  agents 
for  private  traders,  (hall  remain  and  continue  in  the  fame 
force  and  effeft,  as  if  they  had  not  been  fo  authorifed  or  em- 
ployed, 

"  21.  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  that  fuch  Britifli  fub- 
jefts,  as  are  by  law  reftrifted  from  refiding  in  any  other  place 
in  India  than  in  one  of  the  principal  fettlements  belonging  to 
the  Company,  or  within  ten  miles  of  fuch  principal  fettlement, 
be  alfo  reftrifted  from  going  to,  or  vifiting  any  place  beyond 
the  diftance  often  miles  from  fuch  principal  fettlement,  vrith- 
out  the  fpecial  licence  of  the  Company,  or  of  the  Governor 
General  or  Governor  of  fuch  fettlement  or  prefidency,  for  that 
purpofe,  in  writing  firft  had  and  obtained,  on  pain  of  being 
difmiflcd  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  and  of  forfeiting  the  li- 
cence of  the  Company  to  continue  in  India. 

**  22.  That  the  Company  fhall  be  exempted  from  the 
claims  of  individuals  to  compenfation  in  refpecl  to  any  embez^ 
zlement,  wafte,  lofs,  or  damage  of  their  goods  or  merchan- 
dize while  on  board  of  the  Company's  fliips,  or  in  their  ware- 
houfes  at  home  or  abroad ;  but  the  officers  and  fervants  of  the 
Company,  and  any  other  perfons  through  whofe  means,  de- 
fault, or  negleCl  any  fuch  lofs  or  damage  may  happen,  (hall  be 
anfwer;d)le  for  the  fame  at  law  to  the  owners:  and  that  for 
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the  better  fecuring  to  fuch  owners  their  remedy  in  refpeft 
thereof,  the  covenants  and  other  engagements  to  he  entered 
into  in  future  by  the  mafters  and  commanders,  and  other  of- 
ficers and  fervants  of  the  faid  Company,  intruded  with  the 
care  and  management  of  the  fhips  and  cargoes,  /hall  be  made 
to  extend  to  the  goods  and  merchandize  carried  in  private 
trade,  and  proviijon  made  to  enable  the  owners  to  avail  them- 
(elves  of  fuch  covenants  and  engagements,  in  cafe  of  any 
breach  thereof. 

"  23.  That  all  the  clear  revenues  arifing  from  theBritifli' 
territories  in  India  fliall,  during  the  farther  term  to  be  granted 
in  the  exclufive  trade,  be  applied  and  difpofed  of  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  ;  (that  is  to  fay)  in  the  firft  place  in  defraying  all 
the  charges  and  expences  of  raifingand  maintalniflg  the  forces, 
as  well  European  as  native,  military  and  marine,  on  the  cflab- 
Ufliments  in  India,  and  of  maintaining  the  forts  and  garrifonfi 
there,  and  providing  warlike  and  naval  (lores :  fecondly,  in 
payment  of  the  intereft  accruing  on  the  debts  owing,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  incurred  by  the  Company  in  India :  thirdly, 
in  defraying  the  civil  and  commercial  edablifliments  of  the  faid 
Company,  at  their  feveral  Settlements :  fourthly,  that  there 
Ihall  be  iffued  to  the  refpeSive  conunercial  boards  of  the  faid 
Company,  at  their  feveral  prefidencies  in  India,  in  fuch  pro- 
portions as  the  Court  of  DireAors,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Commiilioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  ihall  from  time  to 
time  direfl,  a  fum  of  not  lefs  than  one  crore  of  current  rupees 
in  every  year,  to  be  applied  in  the  provifion  of  the  Company's 
inveftment  of  goods  in  India  and  in  remittances  to  China,  for 
the  provifion  of  inveftment  of  goods  there :  and  fifthly,  that 
as  often  as  any  part  of  the  faid  debts  (hall  be  redeemed  or  dif- 
charged  in  India,  or  transferred  from  thence  to  Great  Britain, 
the  Court  of  Direftors,  with  the  confent  of  the  faid  Commif- 
fioners,  (hall  beauthorifed  to  increafe  the  annual  advancement 
to  the  faid  Commercial  Boards,  for  the  provifion  of  iijveft- 
ments  abroad,  in  the  fame  extent  to  which  the  intereft  of  the 
debts  in  India  (hall  be  reduced  by  fuch  extindion  and  transfers. 
refpcdlively,  if  the  trade  from  India,  and  remittances  to  Chi* 
na,  (hall  admit  of,  or  require  fuch  annual  increafe ;  or  other- 
wife,  that  the  furplus  thus  accruing  (hall  be  applied  to  the  li-^ 
i|uidation  of  the  debts  in  India,  or  to  fuch  other  ufet  and  pur- 
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pofes  as  the  Court  of  Direflors,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Commiffioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  (hall  dircft. 

*'  24.  That  a  proportion  of  the  debts  owing  by  the  Com- 
pany in  India,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  lacks  of  nipecs,  or  five 
I  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  be  remitted  home  by 

I  bills,  from  the  feveral  prefidencies,  on  the  Court  of  Direftors, 

at  equitable  rates  of  exchange  ;  and  in  cafe  the  creditors  (hall 
not  fubfcribe  to  the  above  amount  annually,  then  that  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  of  Bengal  (liall  be  author! fed  to 
raife  money  for  that  purpofe,  by  granting  bills  of  exchange  on 
the  Court  of  Dircftors,  at  the  like  rates  as  for  other  money 
paid  into  the  Company's  Treafury  at  Fort  William,  and  apply 
the  funis  fo  ralfed,  or  whatever  furplus  may  remain,  after 
,  providing  for  the  Company's  inveftment  of  goods,  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  fuch  debts,  until  the  total  of  the  debts  bearing  inte- 
reft  in  India  (liall  be  reduced  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  two 
crores  of  current  rupees,  or  two  millions  of  pounds  ftcrling. 
**  25.  That,  during  the  continuance  of  the  exclufive  trade 
to  the  faid  Company,  the  net  proceeds  of  their  fales  of  goods 
in  England,  witli  their  profits  arifing  by  private  or  privilege 
trade,  or  in  any  other  manner,  after  providing  for  the  .current 
payments  of  intcrclf,  and  other  outgoings,  charges,  and  ex- 
pences  of  the  faid  Company,  (hall  be  applied  and  difpofed  of 
in  the  following  manner  (that  is  to  fay : }  firit,  in  payment  of 
a  dividend,  after  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  per  cent,  per  annumi 
on  the  prefent  or  any  future  amount  of  the  capital  ftock  of  the 
faid  Company,  fuch  payment  to  commence  at  Midfummer 
1793:  fecondly,  in  payment  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum,  the  fame  to  be  fet  apart  on  the  ift  day  of  March 
and  the  I  ft  day. of  September,  half-yearly,  in  equal  portions, 
aad  applied  in  the  difcharge  of  bills  of  exchange,  to  be  drawn 
for  the  transfer  and  diminution  of  the  debts  of  the  faid  Com- 
pany in  India,  until  the  fame  (liall  be  reduced  to  two  crores 
of  current  rupees,  or  two  millions  fterling :  thirdly,  in  pay- 
ment of  a  fum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in 
every  year,  into  the  receipt  of  His  Majefty's  Exchequer,  to  be 
applied  as  Parliament  (hall  direct ;  the  fame  to  be  fet  apart  for 
that  purpofe  on  the  ift  day  of  July  and  the  ift  day  of  January 
in  every  year,  by  equal  portions,  and  the  firft  half-yearly  pay- 
ment thereof  to  be  made  and  accounted  due  on  the  ift  day  of 
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July  1793;  and  in  the  event  of  any  deficiency  of  the  faid 
funds  in  any  year,  for  fatisfying  fuch  laft-mentioned  payments 
into  His  Majefly's  Exchequer,  I'jat  the  fame  be  made  good  out 
of  any  furpliis  which  may  remain  from  the  faid  net  proceeds  in 
any  fubfequcnt  year,  after  the  payment  of  the  annual  fum  of 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  into  His  Majerty's  Exchequer 
in  each  year  refpedively  ;  and  that  when  the  faid  debts  in  In- 
dia fhall  have  been  reduced  to  the  amount  aforefaid,  and  the 
bond  debt  in  Great  Biitain  (liall  have  been  reduced  to  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  the  furplus  of  the  faid  net 
procccdi,  r.ttcr  fuch  provifions  made  as  aforefaid,  and  after 
payment  of  a  dividend  after  the  (aid  -rate  of  ten  pounds  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  the  faid  capital  ftock,  and  the  faid  annual 
fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  into  the  Exchequer,  and 
after  maLing  good  all  former  deficiencies  in  the  faid  anhual 
payments  (if  any  fuch  fhall  happen)  fhall  be  applied  and  dif- 
pofed  of  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  fay:  one  fixth  part  of 
the  faid  furplus  fnall  be  referved  and  retained  by  the  faid  Com- 
pany for  their  own  ufe,  and  applied  in  augmentation  of  tho 
dividends  on  their  faid  capital  ftock,  and  the  refidue  of  the  faid 
furplus  fliall  be  fet  apart,  and  from  time  to  time  paid  into  the 
receipt  of  His  Majefty's  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  as  Parli- 
ament fhall  dirccl,  without  any  intereft  to  be  paid  to  the  Com- 
pany in  refpeft  or  for  the  ufe  thereof;  but  ncverthelefs  to  be 
confidered  and  declared  as  a  collateral  fecurity  to  the  faid  Com-- 
pany  for  the  faid  capital  ftock,  and  for  the  dividend  often  per 
cent,  per  annum,  in  refpedl  thereof,  not  exceeding  the  fum 
of  twelve  millions  of  pounds  fterling ;  and  that  the  excefs  of 
fuch  payments  (if  anyj  beyond  that  amount,  ftiall  be  deemed 
and  declared  the  property  of  the  Public,  and  at  the  difpofal  of 
Parliament. 

"  26.  That  if  the  Company's  debts  in  India,  after  the 
fame  fhall  have  been  reduced  to  two  crores  of  current  rupees^ 
or  two  millions  of  pounds  fterling,  fliall  be  again  increafed 
beyond  that  amount,  or  if  their  bond  debt  in  Great  Britain, 
after  the  fame  (hall  have  been  reduced  to  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  (hall  be  again  increafed  beyond  that 
fumi  then  and  fo  often  as  either  of  thofe  cafes  (hall  happen, 
there  Ihall  be  jeferved  and  fet  apart,  out  of  the  faid  net  pro- 
ceeds, next  after  payment  of  the  faid  dividend  of  ten  pounds 
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per  cent,  on  the  faid  capital  ftock,  but  in  preference  to  any 
other  application  thereof,  the  Aim  of  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  redu£lion  of  fucK 
new  debts  refpeftively,  until  the  debts  in  India  (hall  be  again 
reduced  to  two  crores  of  current  rupees,  and  the  faid  bond 
debt  in  Great  Britain  to  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds. 

"  27.  That  to  fecure  to  the  Company  at  all  times  the  means 
of  carrying  on  their  trade  with  credit  and  advantage,  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  make  provifion  for  fo  arranging  the  payment  into 
the  Exchequer,  of  the  aforefaid  proportion  of  any  annual 
balance,  or  furplus  of  the  faid  net  proceeds  becoming  due  and 
payable  there,  as  to  authorize  the  Company  to  retain  a  fum 
not  exceeding  two  hu;idred  thoufand  pounds,  for  their  current 
cafli,  for  fo  longtime,  after  the  end  of  each  year,  as  may  be 
reafonably  deemed  fufEcient  for  their  receiving  new  monies 
in  the  courfc  of  their  trade,  to  replace  the  fums  fo  retained ; 
and  for  the  like  purpofe,  that  a  power  fhould  be  vefted  in  the 
High  Treafurer,  or  Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury,  upon  the 
requifition  of  the  Company,  to  poflpone  any  of  the  faid  half- 
yearly  payments  into  the  Exchequer  for  a  reafonable  time,  to 
be  limited  in  that  behalf,  on  its  being  fatisfaflorily  (hewn  to 
him  or  them  that  the  affairs  of  the  Company  require  fuch  poft- 
ponement. 

'*  28.  That  during  the  farther  term  in  the  exclufive  trade, 
the  Company  fhall  be  rcllridlcd  from  making  any  other  diflri- 
bution  of  the  fum  of  money  and  ftock  now  ftanding  upon  their 
books,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Company's  feparate  fund" 
(the  faid  fum  now  amounting,  with  interefl  thereon,  com- 
puted 10  the  I  ft  day  of  March  1793,  to  four  hundred  and  fixty- 
feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-fix  pounds  feven  fhil- 
lings  and  four  pence ;  and  the  faid  ftock,  being  Eaft-India 
ftock,  to  the  fum  of  nine  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds)  or  any  future  intereft  or  dividends  arifing  thereby, 
othcrwife  than  as  hereafter  is  mentioned  (that  is  to  fay):  That 
afterpayment  into  His  Majefty's  Exchequer  of  the  two  firft  in- 
ftalments  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  each, 
which  will  accrue  due  to  the  Public  x)n  the  ift  day  of  July 
1793  and  the  ift  day  of  January  I794>  or  otherwifei  after  kt'' 
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ting  apart  a  fuflScIent  fum  for  fuch  payment,  it  ihall  be  lawful 
for  the  faid  Company,  out  of  the  faid  feparate  fund,  and  the 
growing  income  thereof,  to  make  and  declare  a  dividend  or 
dividends,  after  the  rate  of  ten  fliillings  per  cent,  per  annum, 
on  the  prefent  or  any  future  amount  of  their  capital  ftock, 
which  faid  dividend  or  dividends  (hall  be  paid  and  payable  to 
the  faid  Company,  over  and  above  any  other  dividend  or  di- 
vidends which  (hall  become  due  in  refpeft  of  the  faid  capital 
flock, 

*'  ag.  That  it  is  proper  to  make  provifion  for  fo  limiting 
the  granting  of  penfions,  or  increafing  the  fahries  of  Officers, 
or  creating  any  new  e(labli(hments  at  home,  as  may  elFeaually 
protcft  the  Company's  funds  in  Great  Britain  from  any  unnc- 
ceflary  charges. 

**  30.  That  the  Court  of  Diredlors  of  the  faid  Company 
fliall,  within  the  firft  fourteen  fitting  days  next  after  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  March  in  every  year,  lay  before  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  an  account,  made  up  according  to  the  lateft  ad- 
vices, of  the  annual  produce  of  the  revenues  of  the  Britifli  ter- 
ritories in  India,  diftinguifhing  the  fame  under  the  refpedive 
heads  thereof,  at  their  feveral  prefidcncies  or  fettlements ;  with 
the  amount  of  their  fales  of  goods  and  (tores  within  the  limits  of 
their  cxclufive  trade,  and  of  all  their  annual  diiburfements 
within  the  faid  limits,  didinguifliing  the  fame  under  the  re- 
fpe£Bve  heads  thereof;  and  the  amount  of  their  debts  abroad, 
with  the  rates  of  intereft  they  refpeftively  carry,  and  the  annual 
amount  of  fuch  intereft ;  and  the  Rate  of  their  efFe£ls  at  each 
prefidency  or  fettlement,  and  in  China,  confifting  of  ca(h  and 
bills  in  the  treafuries,  goods  and  ftores,  and  debts  owing  to  the 
Company,  according  to  the  lateft  advices;  together  with  a  lift 
of  their  feveral  eftabli(hments  ab/oad,  and  the  falaries  and  al- 
lov^nces  payable  by  the  faid  Company  at  each  prefidency  or 
jfettlement,  and  in  China :  and  alfo  another  annual  account, 
made  up  to  the  firft  day  of  March  next  preceding  the  delivery 
thereof  to  Parliament,  containing  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  Company's  fales  at  home,  and  of  their  commercial  and 
other  charges  and  payments  in  Great  Britain^  under  the  fe- 
reral  heads  thereof;  and  of  their  bond  debts  and  fimple  con- 
tract debts,  with  the  rates  of  intereft  they  refpeftively  carry, 
sod  the  annual  amount  of  fuch  intereft ;  and  the  State  of  cafh 
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remaining  in  the  Treafury,  and  other  effeSs  appertaining  to 
the  Company,  at  home  or  afloat. 

"  31.  That  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  Eaft-Indiai 
Company  they  (hould  be  enabled  to  raife  a  fum  of  money,  by 
adding  one  million  pounds  capital  ftock  to  their  prefent  capital 
of  five  million  pounds,  fo  as  to  make  their  whole  capital  ftock 
in  future  fix  millions  ;  and  that  fuch  addition  be  made  by  open- 
ing a  fubfcription  to  the  amount  of  the  faid  one  million  pounds 
capital  ftock,  at  a  rate  to  be  fixed  fot  every  one  hundred  pounds 
of  (uch  capital  ftock,  or  at  fuch  rate  as  the  Court  of  Diredors 
of  the  faid  Company,  vs^ith  the  approbation  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Treafury,  ftiall  direft ;  and  that  the  fubfcribers 
to  the  fame  be  declared  entitled  to  the  like  profits,  benefits, 
and  privileges,  in  refpeft  thereof,,  as  the  proprietors  of  Eaft- 
India  ftock  are  or  may  be  entitled  to  in  refpcft  of  their  prefent 
ftock. 

**  32.  That  the  faid  Company  fliall  apply  a  fufficient  part 
of  the  fum  to  be  raifed  by  the  faid  fubfcription,  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  their  bond  debt  in  Great  Britain  to  the  fum  of  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  the  refidue  thereof  in 
difcharge  of  fuch  other  debts  as  the  Company  (hall  think  fit. 

*'  33.  That  after  the  bond  debt  of  the  Company  in  Great 
Britain  fliall  have  been  reduced  to  the  fum  of  one  million  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  the  fame  fliall  not  be  again  increafed 
beyond  that  amount,  except  with  the  approbation  of  the  Board 
of  Commillioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  fignified  in  WTiting 
under  the  hands  of  three  or  more  of  the  faid  Commiflioncrs ; 
and  that  any  fuch  increafc  of  bond  debt  fliall  in  no  wife  be 
made  to  exceed  the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in 
any  one  year." 

Mr.  FRANCIS  began  with  faying  that,  altho*  he  knew 
that  other  opportunities  would  offer  when  the  fubjeft  of  thefe 
extraordinary  propofitions  might  be  difcufled  with  greater  con- 
venience, and  efpecially  with  a  more  numerous  attendance, 
than  appeared  at  prefent,  ftill  he  thought  and  felt  that  it  would 
be  equally  inconfiftent  with  his  public  duty  and  with  his  perfo- 
nal  honout  to  fuf^cr  an  idea  to  go  abroad  and  prevail  in  the 
mind  of  any  man,  that  fuch  a  fpeech  and  fuch  a  meafure,  as 
that,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  juft  delivered 
and  propofed,  could  have  been  lifiened  to  by  him  with  patience. 
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cor  Aiffered  to  pafs  without  inftant  contradidion.    To  a  fpecch 
fo  methodifed  and  prepared,  and  confining  of  fo  many  general 
heads  and  particular  details,  it  is  not  to  be  expe£led  that  I  can 
immediately  oppofe  all  the  arguments  and  objeflions,  which  the 
fubjeS  might  furciihy  and  which,  with  a  paufe  for  refledion^ 
I  might  be  able  to  oflFer  to  the  Committee  with  greater  accuracy 
and  order.     All  I  can  do  now  is,  to  flate  the  principal  points 
2S  they  occur  to  my  recolledion,    adding  only   fuch  (hort 
obfervations  upon  them  as  the  topics  immediately  fugged  to 
my  mind;  with  one  general  preliminary  declaration,  in  which 
I  mean  to  include  almoft  the  whole  of  what  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  has  dated,  namely,  that  the  meafurc  he  pro- 
pofes,  the  principles  he  maintains,  the  fads  be  aflerts,  and  the 
arguments  with  which  he  fupports  his  propofitions,  appear  to 
mc  to  ftand  in  direct  oppofition  to  truth,  to  reafon,  to  policy, 
to  experience,  and  to  judice,  and  to  be  as  dangerous  in  their 
application  and  efFecl  as  they  are  falfe  and  abfurd  in  their  con- 
cq)tion.     I  do  not  apply  this  language  perfonally  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  but  to  the  mondrous  fcheme  he  recom- 
mends, and  the  adonifliing  reafons  he  afligns  for  it.    As  to 
himfelf,  I  am,  and  have  been  at  all  times,  ready  to  do  him 
juftice,  and  to  allow  him  the  degree  of  merit  that  belongs  to 
him.     I  wifli  he  would  furnifli  me  with  more  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  commending  his  condud.     He  unquedionably  has 
the  merit,   and  it  is  not  an   inconfiderable  one,  of  having 
brought  the  internal  date  of  the  government  of  India  fully  and 
fairly  before  Parliament,  particularly  that  branch  of  it  which 
was  mod  involved  in  obfcurity^  and  which  waiited  elucidation 
mod,  the  revenues  and  expences  of  our  edablifliments  there. 
I  confefs,  too,  that  in  former  times  he  has  had  the  credit  of 
profeffing  many  found  principles,  and  declaring  fome  prudent 
rcfolutions  refpefling  the  policy  and  pradice  of  the  Britifli 
dominion  in  India.    Thefe  principles  and  declarations,  though 
barren  and  unproductive  in  his  hands,  will  not  be  ufelefs  in 
ours.     They  furnifh  a  light,  which  will  help  u^  to  view  and 
examine  his  prefent  conduA.    On  my  own  part,  I  can  aflure 
the  Committee  that,  whatever  my  opinions  may  be  on  the 
fubjeft  of  India  affairs,  they  are  perfedUy  difintereded  and 
impartial.    To  mtf  perfonally,  it  is  a  quedion  of  profound 
ijidiflference  in  what  mamier  the  government  and  coiomerce  of 
Vol.  XXXV.  Mm 
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India  may  be  arranged  and  difpofed  of  hereafter.  I  have  nei- 
ther intereft  nor  inclination  to  engage  in  this  difcuflion.  Far 
otherwife.  I  would  abandon  the  fubjeft  for  ever,  if  I  could. 
What  has  it  been  to  me  for  many  years  part,  but  a  fource  of 
altercation  and  enmity,  of  labour  and  vexation  ?  But  I  will 
not  confult  my  eafe  at  the  expence  of  my  honour.  Confider- 
ing  the  relation,  in  which  I  have  flood  fo  long  to  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  and  the  part  I  have  aded,  I  cannot,  without 
perfonal  di  (honour,  fubmit  for  a  moment  to  have  it  fuppofed 
pofTible  that  I  could  hear  the  things  which  I  have  heard  this 
day  without  indignation,  contradidlion,  and  refiftance.  Be- 
fore I  enter  farther  into  the  fubjed,  let  me  caution  the  Com- 
mittee againft  a  material  error,  into  which  they  might  poffibly 
be  led,  firft  by  an  evident  want  of  diftinSnefs  in  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  fpeech  on  the  points  I  allude  to,  and  then 
by  their  own  inattention.  I  mean  to  caution  them  not  to 
confound  two  objefts,  utterly  diftinft,  and  in  their  nature  in- 
compatible, and  which  nothing  but  an  unexampled  concur- 
rence of  force  and  fortune,  united  againfl  policy  and  juftice, 
could  ever  have  brought  together.  Thefe  objcfts  are,  the  re- 
newal of  the  Company's  charter  for  an  exclufive  trade,  and 
the  continuance  of  the  territorial  acquifitions  and  revenues  in 
the  poffeflionof  the  Eaft-India  Company.  The  firft  not  only 
does  not  involve,  but  ought  to  exclude  the  other.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  difpute  the  neceflity  or  propriety  of  renewing 
the  charter.  On  that  fubjeft  I  agree  with  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentlem^in  in  principle,  though  I  queftion  his  fafits,  and 
doubt  about  the  praftical  efFeft  of  the  operation.  On  the 
propofed  continuance  of  the  government  of  India  in  the  hands 
of  a  Company  of  Merchants,  1  deny  and  proieft  againft  every 
thing  he  has  faid.  His  principles,  his  fads,  and  his  argu- 
ments, are  all  alike,  and  only  fit  to  keep  company  with  one 
another.  The  right  honourable  gentleman's  favourite  theme 
to-day,  the  burden  of  his  prefent  fong,  is,  fFhy  Jhould  w€ 
change f  when  all  is  wellF  and  this  is  the  refult  of  all  his  la- 
bours and  inquiries  for  the  laft  twelve  years,  of  his  Committees 
and  refolutions,  of  his  laws  and  inftru£tions,  for  the  better 
government  of  India.  Beware  of  innovations — Bta'ore  of  mix- 
ing theories  with  pra^ice.  Speculations  are  uncertain;  expe- 
rinunts  may  be  dangerous.    Tou  are  in  p(ffeflion  of  a  tried  form 


A.  I79S-  DEBATES*  oS>^ 

of  government^  of  which  you  know  the  effects ^  which  y  in  fa£l^ 
has  anjwered  all  the  purpofes  of  a  good  one,  Th^  country  flou^ 
rijhesy  the  commerce  projpersy  the  India  Company  are  rich,  and 
the  people  happy.  Why  fhould  you  rijk  the  confequence  of  attempt* 
ing  to  change  or  invade  an  order  of  things  fo  fortunately  ejiablijhedj 
and  fo  fuccefsfully  conducted  ?  —  Now  what  are  thefe  dreadful 
theories,  thefe  untried  fpeculations,  thefe  dangerous  ex  peri- 
mentSy  of  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  pretends  to 
be  fo  violently  afraid  ?  One  would  think  that  fome  monftrous 
fyftem  had  been  propofed  to  him,  which  politicians  and  ftatef- 
xnen  had  never  heard  of,  which  all  the  eminent  writers  on  go- 
vernment had  agreed  to  reprobate,  and  which,  in  faft,  would 
be  a  novelty  without  example  in  the  conduft  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company's  affairs.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  knows 
as  well  as  I  do,  that  in  every  view  of  the  fubjeft,  whether  you 
look  to  principles  univerfally  acknowledged,  to  authorities,  or 
to  experience,  the  dircdl  contrary  is  the  truth.  Is  it  a  novelty, 
is  it  an  airy  fpeculation  to  affirm  that  a  trading  company  is  unr 
qualified  for  fovcreignty,  is  unfit  to  be  trufted  with  the  govern- 
ment of  a  great  kingdom ;  that  their  interefts  in  one  chara£lcr 
arc  incompatible  with  their  duties  in  the  other ;  that  fuch  an 
intereft  fliould  never  be  united  with  fuch  a  power,  or  that  the 
fubje<5l5  of  the  fovereign  will  certainly  be  facrificed  to  the  pro- 
fits of  the  merchant  ?  Thefe  propofitions.  Sir,  indead  of  be- 
ing* new,  and  therefore  dangerous,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  infinuate,  are  trite  and  common.  They  • 
have  been  affirmed  and  maintained  by  every  political  writer, 
who  deferves  the  name  of  an  authority,  and  equally  by  tlieorifts 
and  (latefmen,  by  thofc  who  have  meditated  and  thofe  who 
have  a£ied,  ever  fince  the  principles  of  Government  have  been 
a  fubjed  of  difcuflion  among  men.  ''  Nolo  eundem  populum 
"  impiratorem  ejfe  ^  portitorem  terrarum  oriis."  In  the  time 
of  Cicero,  the  Romans  were  treating  their  provinces  in  Afia 
as  we  have  treated  ours.  They  taxed  with  one  hand,  and  mo- 
nopolifed  with  the  other.  They  demanded  from  their  fubjedls 
an  exorbitant  jrevicnue,  which,  they  made  it  impoffible  for  them 
to  pay,  firft,  by  engroiEng  the  produce  of  the  lands,  in  cha« 
rader  of  proprietor,  and  then  by  appropriating  the  trade  and 
induftry  of  tlie  people  in  quality  of  merchant.  The  right  ho- 
iK>urable  gentleman  at  one  moment  prtteads  to  be  anxious  to 
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guard    you  againft   the  vulgar  prejudices,    commonly    en- 
tertained againd  exclufive  companies  and  commercial  mo- 
nopoliesy  while  at  the  fame  time  he  does  not  think  it  be- 
neath  him  to  avail  himfelf   of  the  artificial  cry  and  real 
panic,  which  have  lately  prevailed  in  this  country  to  reprobate 
every  thing  to  which  the  name  of  innovation,  of  theory,  or 
experiment,  could  be  truly  or  falfely  applied.     But  would  it, 
infaSfy  be  an  innovation  to  reinftate  the  Eaft-India  Ccmipany 
in  their  commercial  charadler,  and  confine  them  to  the  pur- 
fuits  that  belong  to  it  ?    They  profpered  while  they  w^cre  mer- 
chants, and  they  have  never  profpered  flnce  they  have  appear- 
ed in  another  charafter,  and  aflfumed  another  (lation.     Why  ? 
'  Becaufe  they  were  qualified  to  be  merchants,  and  utterly  un- 
qualified to  be  fovereigns.  .  By  the  nature  and  principles  (/f 
.  their  inftitution,  they  were  fitted  for  trade,  and  unfitted  for 
government.     But  have  they  profited  by. their  fovereignty? 
Have  their  territorial  revenues  been  of  any  ufc  to  them  in  their 
corporate  capacity  ?     I  do  not  believe  it ;  on  the  contrary,  I, 
for  one,  am  convinced  that  all  the  difficulties,  debts,  and  dif- 
trefles,  in  which  they  have  been  involved,  and  the  perpetual 
wars  which  at  fome  periods  have  brought  them  to  the  verge  of 
ruin,  are  owing  to  tlieir  being  burdened  with  the  pofleflion  of 
a  territory,  which  it  was  impoflible  for  them  to  manage  and 
govern  either  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  or  for  their  own 
advantage  ;  and  that  the  regular  profits  of  their  trade,  before 
they  were  connedled  with  the  internal  politics  of  the  country, 
were  not  only  more  fecure,  but  greater  than  fincc  they  were 
in  pofleffion  of  the  dewanny  and  fovereignly  of  Bengal.  Their 
fervants,  it  is  true,  as  well  as  a  multitude  of  other  individuals, 
have  made  their  fortunes  out  of  the  revenues,  while  the  Com- 
pany have  been  involved  in  enormous  debts,  and  the  Proprie- 
tors limited  to  inconfiderable  dividends,  though  even  thefc  di- 
vidends perhaps  were   greater  than  they  would  have  been 
ftri6tly  entitled  to  upon  a  true  (latement  of  their  afiairs  and  a 
regular  balance  of  their  accounts,  that  is,  if  their  dividends 
had  been  limited  by  the  furplus  of  their  annual  profits,  :rfter 
all  the  debts  and  expences  of  the  year  were  difcharged.    But 
it  feetns  the  natives  of  India  have  uniformly  profpered  and 
been  made  happy  under  the  Company's  aufpicious  govern- 
ment ;  and  this  he  aflerts  in  the  face  of  all  the  ads  of  Parlia* 
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ment,  which  have  been  made  within  ihcfc  twenty  years  for  the 
better  government  of  India.  They  are  delighted  with  the 
liberality  and  good  conduct  of  the  Company's  fervants,  and 
could  never  bear  the  thoughts  of  being  fubjeft  to  any  other  do* 
minion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  ferioufly  tells  us 
that  it  would  wound  their  feelings  too  much,  ancl  poflibly 
might  occadon  feme  dreadful  couvuliion  among  them,  which 
might  prove  fatal  to  the  Britifh  interefts  in  India,  if  the  na- 
tives were  now  to  be  called  upon  to  acknowledge  any  other  fo- 
vereign  but  the  Ea(l-India  Company  !  I  can  hardly  perfuade 
myfclf  that  the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  is  in  earneit,  when 
he  ilates  thefe  fables  and  fancies  to  the  Committee  as  fober 
tniths  and  ferious  propoGtions,  fit  to  be  urged  as  arguments  in 
deliberation  and  motives  of  adiion  to  the  Legiflature  of  thig 
kingdom.  But,  if  he  be  in  earned,  I  can  eafe  him  of  his 
fears.  The  natives  of  India  know  nothing  of  the  Company'^ 
government,  but  its  cfFeft  upon  themfclves.  They  know  what 
the  wealth  of  their  country  was  in  former  times,  and  how  it 
has  been  difpofed  of.  Do  you  think  that,  by  the  fame  opera- 
tion, fo  many  thoufands  of  individuals  could  have  been  en- 
riched in  England,  and  no  man  impoverifhed  in  India  ?  Do 
you  believe  it  pofliblc  that  an  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  the 
fubftance  of  Bengal  could  have  been  extra£ted,  as  they  have 
been  in  one  way  or  other,  by  the  Company  and  their  fervants, 
and  the  people  not  be  the  poorer  for  it !  Lurd  Cornwallis  tells 
you  that  there  is  not  a  man  of  property  left  in  the  country,  ex- 
cept a  few  bankers  and  banians  in  the  principal  towns,  and 
that  one  third  of  the  Company's  territory  is  a  jungle  inhabited 
by  wild  beads.  But,  alas !  //  would  wound  thrr  feelings  if 
they  were  not  to  continue  under  the  government  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company.  I  know  not  where  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  has  picked  up  this  curious  intelligence. ,  When  I 
was  in  Bengal  I  can  take  upon  me  to  afErm  that  the  natives  in 
general  had  no  conception  of  what  was  meant  by  the  word 
(jMnpany.  Few  of  them  thought  of  it  at  all,  and,  among 
thefe,  every  man  had  a  fancy  of  his  own.  With  fome  of 
them  a  notion  prevailed  that  the  Company  was  an  old  woman 
locked  up  in  a  Zenana.  In  fa£l,  they  care  but  little  about  the 
matter.  As  far,  however,  as  they  have  any  idea  or  concern 
upon  thefabjedl  of  government,  their  prejudices  and  their  ha- 
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bits  incline  them  to  prefer  the  government  of  a  fingle  perfon, 
■with  the  title  of  Emperor  or  King,  to  any  other.  But  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  it  is  too  late,  in  May 
1793,  to  think  of  entering  upon  fo  great  an  operation,  and  to 
engage  in  fo  many  difficulties  and  details,  as  muft  attend  the 
.  arrangement  and  execution  of  a  new  fyftem,  if  the  government 
were  now  to  be  transferre4  from  the  India  Company,  and 
vefted,  where  it  ought  to  be,  in  His  Majefty's  perfon.  If  the 
arrangement  requires  time,  why  did  he  not  undertake  the  bu- 
finefs  at  an  earlier  period  ?  In  what  manner  has  he  been  em- 
ployed for  the  laft  three  years  ?  Is  it  only  nnu  he  knows,  for 
the  firft  time,  that  the  Company's  charter  will  expire  in 
April  1794.  ?  What  right  has  he  to  plead  his  own  unne- 
ceflary  and  criminal  delays  to  juftify  his  prefent  equally  cri- 
minal precipitation  r  If  the  bufinefs  can  be  no  otherwife  than 
ill  done  now,  why  did  he  not  begin  it  at  a  time  when  it  might 
have  been  done  properly  }  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe  that  liis 
<ondu£t,  in  this  inftance,  has  really  been  afFefted  either  by 
delay  or  precipitation  ;  but  that,  whether  he  adls  flowly  or 
hadily,  it  is  upon  a  fettled  plan.  But  what  are  tliefe  wonder* 
ful  difficulties  he  talks  of  ?  He  afks  us  what  are  we  to  do  with 
the  Company's  fortifications  ?  What  allowance  are  we  to  make 
for  them  ?  How  are  we  to  fettle  with  the  Company  for  the  va- 
lue of  their  artillery,  ftores,  and  ammunition  ?  My  anfwer  is 
that,  if  the  government  of  the  country  be  transferred,  the  de- 
fences of  the  country  muft  go  along  with  it.  They  were  paid 
for  out  of  the  territorial  revenues,  and  the  Company  will  (till 
have  the  benefit  of  them  as  long  as  their  exclufive  charter  is 
continued.  He  aiks  us,  if^hat  will  you  da  with  the  Company  s 
private  property  in  the  lands  ?  Would  you  fubje&  the  lands  of  the 
Company  to  any  government  but  their  own?  I  do  not  know 
what  property  of  this  fort  the  Company  poflefles,  nor  what  it 
is  he  alludes  to.  In  the  only  inflance  he  mentions  he  has  ea* 
tirely  miftaken  the  fad.  The  twenty-four  pergunnahs,  of 
which  he  conceives  the  Company  to  be  Zemindar,  were  in- 
deed granted  to  them  by  a  funnud  of  one  .of  the  Nabobs ;  but 
it  was  an  ad  of  the  groflefl  violence  and  injnflice.  The  Pro* 
prietors  never  relinquifhed  their  claim,  and,  while  I  was  in 
Bengal,  they  were  at  laft  reinftated  in  their  right  by  a  rcfolu- 
tion  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  in  which  Mr- 
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Hadings  and  I  concurred.  But  if  the  contrary  were  tnie  ;  if 
the  Conipany  had,  as  he  fays,  a  private  property  in  thefe  or 
any  other  lands,  ^hy  (hould  that  circumftance  create  any  diU 
ficulty  ?  They  would  hold  them  on  the  fame  terms ;  they 
would  be  fubje£l  to  the  fame  laws,  and  entitled  to  the  fame 
proteftion  with  all  the  other  landholders  of  the  coimtry.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  feems  to  me  to  look  for  difficulties 
where  there  are  none,  as  all  men  will  do,  whofe  inclination  or 
intereft  will  not  permit  ihem  to  do  right.  He  fays  that  great 
doubts  have  exifted  among  the  perfons  whom  he  has  confulted, 
and  among  the  authorities  by  which  he  wiflied  to  be  guided  ; 
that  it  is  true  that  gentlemen,  who  have  ferved  in  high  ilations 
in  India,  have  fent  home  a  mafs  of  information,  particularly 
Mr.  Barwell,  Sir  Robert  Chambers;,  Sir  John  Clavering,  Mr. 
Francis,  and  Mr.  Hadings  ;  that  the  materials  and  documents 
communicated  by  thefe  gentlemen  were  ufeful  and  in(tru£livc, 
and  that  the  bed  ufe  has  been  made  of  them ;  but  that,  as  to 
their  opinions,  they  never  agreed  in  any  thing.  With  refpeft 
to  Mr.  Barwell  and  Sir  Robert  Chambers  I  can  fay  nothing, 
as  I  never  heard  till  now  that  information  or  opinions,  on  the 
points  in  qucftion,  had  ^becn  tranfmitted  home  by  either  of 
thofe  gentlemen.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  Mr.  Haftings,  if  he 
had  known  Sir  John  Clavering's  opinion  and  mine  on  any 
point,  might  have  been  inclined  to  oppofe  it.  But  that  I 
think  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  particular  circumltances 
of  his  (ituation  and  ours,  with  relation  to  Government  and  the 
Company.  AbllraSed  from  that  confideration,  I  very  much 
doubt  whether  Mr.  Haftings's  opinion  and  mine  would  be 
found  to  have  differed  materially  on  any  of  thefe  general  quef- 
tions.  I  do  not  believe  that,  if  he  were  now  called  upon  for 
a  deliberate  opinion,  he  would  affirm  that  the  fovereignty  of 
the  territorial  polfeffions  ought  to  be  cxercifed  by  a  trading- 
Company  in  preference  to  His  Majefty.  But  of  this  I  am 
certain,  that  General  Clavering,  Colonel  -Monfon,  and  I, 
never  difagreed  upon  any  fundamental  qiieftion  of  general  po- 
licy, good  government,  and  juftice ;  and  that,  in  every  thing 
'we  recommended  home  for  future  arrangement,  we  were  of 
one  and  the  fame  mind.  But,  fuppoflng  it  were  otherwife, 
does  it  follow  that,  becaufe  different  opinions  are  entertained 
upon  a  cafe  of  great  urgency  and  diftrefsi  you  are  to  (land  fUlli 
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djid  do  nothing  ?  Tlie  cafe  is  preffing.  Men  of  diftinguiihed 
abilities  and  long  experience  recommend  different  courfes. 
Therefore  follow  none  of  them.  Doftors  differ.  Let  the  pa- 
tient  perifli.  This  is  all  I  can  colled  from  the  right  honour^ 
able  gentleman's  curious  argument  about  differences  in  opi- 
nion, It  was  his  bufinefs  to  fcleft  and  to  decide.  Docs  he 
mean  to  confefs  that  he  is  unequal  to  his  office  r  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  recourfe  to  arguments  of  every  fort, 
except  ihofe  which  effentially  belong  to  the  fubjcft,  to  engage 
your  concurrence  in  the  meafure  he  recommends.  To  the 
Public  he  promifes  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  To 
the  Proprietors  of  India  ftock  an  addition  of  two  per  cent,  to 
their  dividend  ;  to  the  Dire£lors  a  continuance  in  their  prcfcnt 
fttuation,  which,  however  nominal  in  point  of  power,  and 
degraded  in  point  of  honour,  has  flill,  I  take  for  granted,  fome 
(ccrct  conveniences  and  charms  to  recommend  it.  The  (hip- 
ping intereft  is  fccured  of  courfe  by  the  renewal  of  the  com- 
mercial charter.  One  monopoly  follows  the  other.  The 
Company's  fervants  abroad  are  to  have  a  channel  provided  by 
which  they  may  remit  their  fortunes  to  England.  In  (Iiort, 
Sir,  that  no  man  may  be  dilfaiisiied  with  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  fcheme,  the  charter  of  trade,  which  he  calls  ex- 
clufivc,  and  pretends  to  grant  to  the  India  Company  alone,  is 
in  cfieft  laid  open  to  any  adventurer,  who  chufes  to  partake  in 
it.  All  the  Company  have  to  do  is  to  provide  tonnage  and 
warehoufes  for  the  export  and  import  trade  of  individuals  to 
md  from  India.  I  do  not  know  that  the  Company  will  lofe 
any  thing  by  this  participation.  The  trade  of  India,  I  believe, 
neiil>er  can  be  effeftually  engroffedj  nor  is  it  worth  their  keep- 
ing. But  I  objcft  to  the  fallacy  and  fraud  of  calling  it  any 
longer  an  exclufive  charter.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  made  himfclf  perfonally  anfwerable  to  all  the  parties  I 
have  named  for  the  fpecific  performance  of  his  engagements  to 
each  of  them.  Of  his  fuccefs  I  have  many  doubts ;  but  let 
him  perform  his  promifes  if  he  can.  Whether  they  are  effec-^ 
tuated  or  not,  they  ought  to  be  confidered,  in  the  prefent  deli- 
beration, as  bribes,  not  as  arguments.  The  principal  party 
of  all,  in  this  great  legiflatiye  arrangement,  is  completely 
abandoned  and  forgotten ;  I  mean  the  natives  of  India.  He 
may  poilibly  make  good  his^  prop^ifes  to  aU  the  oth^  pvti^s^ 
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and  yet  not  advance  a  fingle  ftcp  towards  the  better  govern- 
ment of  India.  On  that  fubjed,  I  do  not  recoiled  that  h« 
has  faid  one  word.  '  He  tells  us  indeed  that  it  is  tys  intention 
to  continue  the  admirable  fy (tern  eftablifhed  for  the  admintdra* 
tion  of  the  three  Prefidencies,  that  is,  a  Angle  perfon  Vfith  ab- 
folute  power,  and  a  non-eiFe6tive  Council  with  great  falaries 
and  no  authority.  The  name  of  a  Council,  I  fuppofe,  is  fuf* 
ficient.  You  have  a  nominal  Council  abroad,  as  you  have  a 
nominal  Direfiion  at  home,  and  with  jtift  as  much  capacity  to 
advife  as  they  have  power  to  controul.  Look  through  the 
whole,  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fyftem,  and  you  will 
fee  that  the  pervading  eflcnce  and  principle  of  it  is,  in  every 
inftance,  to  divide  the  oftenfible  from  the  real  power,  and  to 
make  one  of  them  a  cloak  and  ihelter  for  the  other. 

With  refpeft  to  the  renewal  of  the  Company's  cxclufive 
charter  to  trade  to  India,  I  have  already  faid  that  I  do  not  ob- 
jc&  to  it.  My  doubt  is,  whether  in  etkSt  it  can  be  made  ex- 
ctaifive,  and  whether  it  is  even  ferioufly  intended  to  be  what 
die  title  of  the  meafiire  profeffes.  As  for  the  affirmative  mo- 
tives, which  induce  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  recom- 
mend a  renewal  of  the  charter,  and  the  arguments  with  which 
he  fupports  it,  I  declare  I  cannot  at  this  moment  recollect  one 
of  them  that  feemed  to  me  to  have  either  truth,  reafon,  or 
common  fenfe  in  it.  Firft  of  all,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
deman  profefles  to  be  ferioufly  and  exceffively  alarmed  himfelf^ 
and  to  fuppofe  that  we  fliould  be  fo  too,  at  the  immoderate  in- 
crcafc  of  influence  which  would  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
the  executive  power,  if  the  patronage,  infeparable  from  the 
poifeflion  of  the  territorial  acquifitions  and  from  the  adqiinif- 
tration  of  the  revenues  of  India,  were  diredUy  vefted  in  the 
Crown.  This,  it  feems,  would  indeed  be  a  fohnidable  fource  . 
of  corruption,  if  left  to  the  difpofal  of  the  King's  Minifters» 
and  a  juft  occafion  of  jealoufy  to  Parliament.  But,  as  long 
as  the  patronage  of  India  ftands  in  the  name  of  a  trading  Com- 
pany, and  is  fuppofed  to  be  diftributed  by  a  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, all  is  fafe.  You  have  nothing  to  fear  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  Parliament.  Minifters  take  no  fliare  in  the  appoint- 
ments to  India.  The  influence  of  the  Crown  is  not  increafed. 
Sir,  I  aflc  you,  and  every  man  who  hears  me,  is  there  any  fin- 
cerity  in  this  language  i    Is  it  a  fair  and  honourable  dealing 
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among  men  i  I  a(k  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf, 
where  is  this  dangerous  patronagc'vefted  at  prefent  ?  Will  h^ 
defcend  from  that  charafter  of  franknefs  which  his  friends  at- 
tribute to  him,  and  which  he  profefles  himfelf — will  he  fubmit 
to  fay  that  it  is  bond  fide  left  to  the  Court  of  Direftors  to  dif- 
pofe  of  the  powerful  and  lucrative  offices  of  India  ;  that  Go- 
vernors and  Coundillorsy  that  the  Judges  and  their  train,  that 
the  Commanders  of  Armies,  General  and  Field  Officers,  the 
Chiefs  of  Provinces,  and  the  CoUeftors  of  Revenue,  are  really 
and  unequivocally  fubjefl;  to  the  unbiaffed  nomination  of  the 
Court  of  Direftors  ?  We  all  know  that  direftly  the  revcrfe 
is  the  faA,  and  that,  in  all  the  great  and  lucrative  departments 
of  Government,  the  Directors  have  no  more  real  power  than 
I  have.  Like  other  individuals,  if  they  want  a  fervice  or  a 
favour,  they  muft  carry  their  folicitations  to  the  fountain  head, 
that  isjjt^^e  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  who  pre- 
tends to  be  fo  much  fhocked  at  the  thoughts  of  patronage,  and 
at  the  fufpicion  of  polTeffing  it.  Concerning  the  future  arrange* 
ment  of  the  immenfe  (landing  army  in  India,  the  right  honou- 
rable gentleman  has  not  thought  proper  to  fay  one  word  ;  yet, 
in  that  department  alone,  every  man  muft  know  that  the  means 
of  influence  and  favour  are  unlimited,  Do^s  he  mean  to  fe- 
parate  the  military  from  its  dependence  on  the  civil  power,  or 
to  exercife  this,  as  he  does  every  other,  through  the  medium 
of  the  Directors  ?  But,  to  cure  us  of  all  our  apprehendons 
on  the  fubje&  of  influence,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
reforts  to  a  diftinflion  which,  I  think,  would  never  have  oc- 
curred to  any  but  a  very  lively  imagination.  He  does  not  po- 
Ctively  deny  that,  in  the  difpofal  of  the  great  fituations  and 
offices,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  influence  of  Government 
does  not  predominate,  or  at  leaft  take  a  confiderable  (hare. 
But  this  petty  patronage,  it  feems,  is  not  worth  your  notice, 
and  ought  to  excite  no  apprehenfion.  You  have  nothing  tQ 
fear,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  be  alarmed,  as  long  as  the  ap- 
pointment of  writers  is  left,  as  he  alTures  you  it  is,  at  the  ab- 
folute  difpofal  of  the  Court  of  Diredlors !  At  the  fame  time 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  candid  enough  to  admitji 
that  he  certainly  has  intereft  enough  with  the  Dire&ors  to  ob- 
tain a.  writer(hip,  if  he  thought  fit  to  apply  fpr  one.  I  do  not 
doubt  it.    What  I  admire  is  the  wit  and  pleafantry,  with 
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which  he  exalts  the  importance  and  value  of  this  branch  ot 
Indian  patronage  at  the  expence  of  the  reft.    All  the  power- 
fiil  and  lucrative  offices  of  India,  to  which  falaries  and  emo- 
luments of  many  thoufands  a  year  are  annexed,  are  of  no 
moment  in  the  quettion  of  influence,  and  vanifli  in  the  com- 
parifon  veith  that  important  and  valuable  privilege,  which  he 
bountifully  reaves  to  the  Direaors,  namely,  the  appointment  of 
writers !     Now  why  it  (hould  be  fo  extremely  valuable  to  thofc 
gentlemen,  unlcfs  they  fell  their  nominations,  I  cannot  compre- 
hend. Some  of  them  I  know  have  been  fufpefted  of  fuch  a  prac- 
tice.    But,  in  this  fenfe,  the  value  of  the  privilege  is  venal, 
and  gives  no  influence.    In  my  mind,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  overftated  the  importance  of  thefe  appointments. 
I  believe  that  this  branch  of  the  Company's  fervice  has  been 
greatly  overloaded.   You  fee  the  numbers,  who  return  to  Eng- 
land with  fortunes  ;  but  you  hear  nothing  and  take  no  notice 
of  a  far  greater  number,  who  languifli  in  India  in  narrow  cir- 
cumftances,  or  perifh  there  overwhelmed  with  diftrefs.     The 
firft  clafs,  -I  very  much  fear,  are  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
fccond.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  earned  in  depre- 
cating the  imputation  of  wifhing  to  increafe  the  influence  of 
the  Crown.     But  he  has  fome  ferious  objeftions  to  the  prefent 
conditution  of  the  Board  of  Controul.     One  of  the  original 
recommendations  of  that  Board  was,  that  the  bufmefs  belong- 
ing to  it  would  be  performed  by  perfons  already  poflfeflTed  of 
fome  high  and  lucrative  offices,  but  not  attended  with  much 
occupation,  whofe  time  was  difengaged,  and  who  wanted  no 
falaries  for  any  fervice  they  could  do,  being  already  well  paid 
for  doing  nothing.     But  things  are  altered  fmce  this  dodrine 
prevailed.     It  has  done  its  duty.     The  Board  is  eftablifhed, 
and  now  the  Members  of  it,  whofe  ferviccs  were  intended  to 
be  gratuitous,  muft  have  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year  divided 
among  them. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  having,  in  this  way,  fe- 
cured  himfelf  againft  all  fufpicion  of  aiming  at  a  dangerous 
influence,  for  himfelf  or  for  Government,  by  means  of  the 
patronage  of  India,  proceeds  to  ftate  the  inconveniences,  the 
difficulties,  and  the  dangers,  which  he  conceives  would  follow, 
if  the  trade  were  laid  open.  On  this  point,  I  defire  it  once 
jQore  to  be  remembered  that  I  am  at  iflue  with  him  upon  his 


B7»  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  i79> 

trguments,  not  upon  his  prorefTed  objeQ.  The  renewal  of 
the  charter  may  be  proper,  may  be  neceflary,  or  may  be  con* 
renient,  but  not  for  any  of  the  reafons  which  he  has  afligned. 
He  aflcs  us,  Would  you  encourage  afpirit  of  colonization  in  India? 
Can  England  bear  the  drain  offuch  numbers  of  its  people  as  would 
emigrat£  with  that  view,  if  the  trade  were  laid  open  ?  JVould 
there  not  be  a  confide r able  probability  that  many  of  thofe  emigrants 
might  be  tempted  to  quit  your  proper  territory  ^  and  enter  into  the 
military  fervice  of  native  powers  ^  and  by  that  means  prove  dange^ 
rous  to  your  own  eftablijhment  ?  My  anfwer  is,  that  the  firft 
part  of  the  danger  he  alludes  to  is  imaginary  ;  the  reft  is  better 
founded,  but  not  all  provided  for  by  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter. The  climate  of  India  is  of  itfelf  a  fufBcient  fecurity 
againft  emigration  of  any  confequence  from  England,  for  the 
real  purpofe  of  colonization.  The  real  colonift  can  only  fub- 
fift  by  the  labours  of  the  field,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  foil. 
Be  afTured  that  thefe  labours  will  never  be  performed  in  India, 
by  Briti(h  hands.  Except  perfons  who  are  in  office,  no  man 
goes  to  ladia,  but  to  gather  taxes,  to  trade,  or  to  plunder, 
that  \Sy  to  make  a  fortune  as  faft  as  he  can  by  any  means,  and 
t:i  bring  it  away  with  him.  The  abufc,. againft  which  you  arc 
bound  to  provide,  and  which  can  no  way  be  reftrained  but  by 
a  vigorous  adminiftration  on  the  fpot,  prevails  at  prefent,  and, 
more  or  lefs,  has  exifted  at  all  times, —  I  mean  the  facility, 
which  adventurers  of  all  forts  have  found,  in  difperfing  them^ 
fdves  over  the  country,  where  the  licentioufnefs  of  their  con- 
dudl,  and  the  mifchiefs  it  produces,  are  enormous.  Of  per- 
fons of  this  dcfcription,  many,  I  do  not  doubt,  have  engaged 
in  the  fervice. of  the  native  princes.  There  lies  the  danger. 
The  abufc  is  real.  The  mifchief  ferious.  Remove  them  if 
you  can.  They  have  grown  with  the  Company's  charter, 
and  cannot  be  corrected  by  renewing  it.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  is  vehement  in  alTerting  that,  if  the 
charter  were  not  renewed,  many  clTential  advantages  would  be 
loft  to  this  country,  and  to  the  Government,  and  that  there  is 
no  way  of  fecuring  them,  but  by  confining  the  trade  to  an  ex* 
clufive  Company,  and  vefting  that  Company  with  the  collec- 
tion and  management  of  the  territorial  revenues.  He  fays 
truly,  that  the  furplus  of  the  revenue  can  no  way  be  renuKed 
home  but  by  the  medium  of  trade  \  and  then  he  aiks  how  is  that 
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remittance  to  be  made  ?  How  is  Government  to  get  their 
500,000!.  a  year  ?  How  are  the  Proprietors  to  get  their  in- 
creafed  dividend,  if  the  trade  be  not  continued  to  the  Com- 
pany, in  the  form,  and  with  the  powers,  with  which  it  is  now 
vefted  in  them  ?  My  anfwer  is,  that  if  there  be  that  furplus  of 
revenue  of  which  he  propofes  to  avail  himfelf,  the  amount  of 
it  might  be  paid  into  the  Company's  commercial  treafuries  in 
India  for  bills  on  the  Company  in  England,  aild  that  this 
might  be  done,  and  every  purpofe  of  the  remittance  anfwered^ 
juft  as  well  as  it  is  at  prefent,  if  the  commerce  were  feparated 
from  the  Government,  or  even  if  the  cxclufive  charter  were 
not  renewed.  The  Company  might  dill  be.the  medium  of  the 
remittance.  They  would  buy  their  cargoes  with  the  money 
furnifhed  them  by  Government  on  the  fpot,  and  out  of  the 
produce  of  thofe  cargoes  the  claims  of  all  parties  in  England 
might  be  fatisfied.  With  or  without  the  management  of  the 
territory,  with  or  without  the  monopoly,  the  India  Company 
might  dill  be  the  channel  and  the  inftrument  of  this  fervice  to 
the  Public.  The  fame  anfwer  applies  to  the  intended  increafe 
of  the  dividend,  recommended  in  favour  of  the  Proprietors^ 
who,  he  fays,  have  hitherto  received  but  a  very  moderate  pro- 
fit, compared  with  the  great  capital  engaged  by  them  in  thia 
trade,  and  the  rifles  to  which,  they  have  been  expofed.  His 
words,  I  think,  were,  that  "  out  of  a  revenue  of  3,700,0001., 
'*  which  they  brought  into  England,  they  had  for  their  own  ufe 
*'  no  more  than  400,0001.  a  year,  a  fum  hardly  equal  to  the  legal 
"  intereft  of  their  capital,  confidering  the  many  riiks  which 
"  they  ran."  Here  at  laft  the  truth  comes  out,  becaufe  it 
fuits  an  immediate  purpofe  to  confefs  it.  The  Proprietors  of 
India  ftock  have  not  profited  at  all  by  the  poflcffion  of  an  im- 
menfe  territorial  revenue.  I  for  one  am  convinced  they  have 
loft  by  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  the  Direc- 
tors are  bufily  employed  in  forming  fome  excellent  fchemes  fof 
improving  and  extending  the  export  trade  of  England  to  India> 
by  finding  out  new  markets  for  the  manufadures  and  ftaplQ 
commodities  of  this  country  ;  and  that  thefe  beneficial  plans 
would  neceffarily  be  defeated,  if  the  excluHve  trade  were  ukcn 
out  of  their  hands.  In  the  firft  place.  Sir,  I  very  much  quef- 
tion  the  poflibility  of  increafing  our  exports  to  India  to  any 
material  amount,  I  mean  with  a  rational  fecurity  of  finding  n 
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profitable  vent  for  them.  Except  military  ftores,  ammunltioDf 
and  other  implements  of  war,  with  which  it  is  'not  your  true 
policy  to  furnifh  the  Indian  Princes,  the  manufafturcs  of 
England  j:an  hardly  be  faid  to  be  faleable  in  India,  beyond  the 
trifling  amount  neceflary  for  the  confumption  of  Europeans. 
The  Company  by  their  charter  were  compelled  to  fend  out  a 
large  quantity  of  broad  cFoth  every  year,  and  there  it  was  left 
to  perifh  in  the  warehoufcs.  The  Seleft  Committee  of 
DireAors,  in  one  of  their  late  reports  on  this  fubjeft,  fay 
that  "  they  can  give  the  Court  no  pleafing  intelligence  ; 
*f  that  the  advices  from  India  on  this  fubjeft  prefcnt  a  tirc- 
**  fome  narrative  of  circumftances,  which  prevent  their  pro- 
•*  grefs  and  a  profit  on  the  fales.  Too  often  they  even  ftate  a 
**  total  failure  in  the  demand,  &c.  So  far  from  the  Pre- 
•*  (idencies  being  able  to  augment  thefe  fales,  they  com- 
**  plain  generally  of,  an  evident  decreafe  with  refpeft  to 
**  WocJkns  of  every  denomination.  Large  quantities  have  rc- 
**  mained  for  years  in  the  Company's  warehoufes  unfold/' 
The  Government  of  Bombay  repeatedly  tell  the  Direftors, 
that  they  can  find  no  purchafers,  and  exprefs  much  uneafinefs  at 
Jteingjuch  a  quantity  of  cloth  and  long  ells  perijbing  in  the  ware- 
boufes  year  after  yeavy  after  fir  iving  ineffeSfually  to  procure  afale^ 
Wf .  But  fuppofing  the  contrary  were  true,  and  that  the  expon 
trade  to  India  were  in  its  nature  capable  of  being  improved  and 
extended,  what  reafon  is  there  to  prefume  that  this  objeS 
might  not  be  as  efFe£lually  obtained  by  an  open  trade,  as  by 
an  exclufive  Company  ?  I  fear  you  will  find  that,  as  long  as 
the  manufaSures  of  India  are  worth  bringing  to  Europe,  you 
muft  pay  for  them  in  fpecie.  The  poiTefTion  of  the  territorial 
revenues  has  made  it  unneceflary  to  fend  filvcr  to  Bengal ;  and 
that  I  take  to  be  one  of  the  principal  advantages  we  have  de- 
rived from  it.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  export  of  bullion 
to  China  has  oonfiderably  increafed.  In  feven  years  from 
1785  to  1791  inclufive,  I  find  it  ftated  by  the  Committee  of 
Dire^iorsto  have  amounted  104,352,021!.,  or  above  621,717!. 
a  year.  It  is  true  the  Directors  tell  us  that  the  export  of  filver 
to  China  is  likely  to  decreafe  hereafter.  It  may  be  fo.  At 
prefent  we  have  fads  on  one  fide,  and  ellimates  on  the  other. 
In  another  part  of  the  fame  report,  *^  the  Committee  do  not 
^^  fcruple  to  affirm,   that  the  mod  lucrative  and  beneficial 
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**  mode  of  carrying  on  the ^  trade  with  China  from  Europe  is 
"  by  the  export  of  bullion  \  yet  the  Company  have  anxioufly 
"  feized  every  opportunity  of  introducing  Britifli  manufadlurtSi 
"  and  produce  into  China,  noiwithjianding  they  could  have  de^ 
"  rived Juperlor  advantages  from  a  different  condu6t,''  The  pa- 
triotifm  of  the  prefent  DireSors  is  fuiBcient  to  aflure  us,  that 
they  will  be  at  all  times  ready  to  facrifice  theintereft  of  the 
India  Company  to  that  of  the  Public.  But  what  if  unfortu-  . 
nately  they  (hould  be  fucceeded  by  perfons  of  a  more  confined 
way  of  thinking,  who  may  poflibly  feel  themfelves  bound  to 
prefer  the  particular  advantage  of  their  conftituents  to  the 
commercial  interefts  of  the  nation  at  large?  Now,  Sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  aflc  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  my  turn, 
whether,  if  every  thing  he  urges  in  favour  of  renewing 
the  Charter  were  granted,  is  he  fure  that  it  is  in  his  power, 
or  in  that  of  the  Legiflature,  to  make  the  trade  to  India 
really  and  de  fa€lo  exclufive  in  the  hands  of  the  Company? 
Can  he  exclude  Ireland  from  partaking  in  iti  and  would  he, 
if  he  could,  while  he  knows  that  the  Bengal  river  is  annually 
crowded  with  fhips  from  America,  as  well  as  from  different 
parts  of  Europe,  navigating  under  foreign  coloursr,  but  really 
freighted  by  Britifh  fubjeds  and  loaded  at  Calcutta  with  car- 
goes bought  with  their  money,  and  to  be  afterwards  fmuggled 
into  the  Britifh  dominions  ?  About  three  weeks  ago,  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  told  the  Court  of  DireSors,  cavalierly 
enough,  but  not  without  reafon,  that  ''  he  was  not  anxious 
"  about  what  their  decifion  might  be ;  being  of  opinion, 
*'  that  the  grant  of  an  exclufive  commerce  to  India  was  net 
**  very  material  to  the  interefts  cither  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
'*  pany  orof  the  Public*." 

If  fo,  the  Committee  perhaps  may  be  curious  to  know, 
for  what  reafon  he  now  infifts  fo  vehemently  on  the  neceflity  of 
renewing  the  Charter.  Was  he  in  earneft  in  that  declaration, 
en  did  he  only  make  ufe  of  it  as  an  artificial  menace  to  drive  the 
33ire£lors  to  his  purpofe  \ 

I  have  given  you  my  opinion  of  as  many  of  the  particulars 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  propofitions,  as  I  have  beea 
^le  to  recoiled.     If  the  plan  of  continuing  the  Government 
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of  fo  great  a  territory  In  the  hands  of  a  trading  Company  were 
real  and  efFe£livei  if  it  feriouily  meant  what  it  profefled,  I 
Ifaould  think  it  liable  to  the  moil  ferious  and  folid  obje^ions* 
But,  when  I  know  that  direSly  the  reverie  is'  the  faft,  when 
I  fee  the  name  of  the  Company  held  up  as  a  maik  and  a  ftalk-^ 
ing  horfe  to  (better  the  operations  of  a  real  power  which  flculks 
behind  it,  that  this  power  engroflcs  every  thing,  while  it  pre* 
tends  tQ  take  nothing,  I  (hould  be  afraid  of  ufing  unparliamen- 
tary language,  if  I  permitted  myfelf  to  fay  what  I  think  of  the 
whole'  meafure.  I  mean  therefore  to  exprefs  njyfelf  with  cau- 
tion, with  referve  and  moderation,  when  1  fay,  that  it  is  a 
dangerous  compofition  of  bad  principles  with  worfe  pra6kice,  of 
abfurd  theories  carried  into  execution  in  the  moil  fufpicicui 
form  of  fallacy  and  delufion  from  beginning  to  end.  As  an 
operation  pretending  to  genius  or  contrivance,  what  is  it  but 
ft  poor,  fiat,  pitiful  conclufion  from,  premifes  that  announced 
and  demanded  fome  grand  meafure,  fome  capital  arrangement, 
the  refult  of  deep  enquiry  and  penetration,  condu&ed  with  in-* 
duftry  and  enlightened  by  experience,  and  fit  to  be  propofed  by 
ft  ftatefman,  to  the  Legillature  of  a  great  kingdom,  for  th^ 
better  Government  of  another  ?  1  cannot  believe  it  poflibte 
that  this  can  be  the  plan  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  had  hitherto  in  view.  If  it  be,  I  am  fure  that  all  bis 
oftenfible  labours  and  inquiries  about  Indian  affairs  have 
been  completely  thrown  away. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  meant  to  propofe  any  plan  for  putting  the 
Kiilg's  troops  in  India  and  the  troops  of  the  Ead^India  Com- 
pany on  the  fame  footing,  and  in  fome  (bape  incorporating 
t'.iem  together,  fo  as  to  prevent  thofc  heart-burnings  and  jea- 
loufies  which  he  knew  were#moft  diftrefling  to  a  fet  of  men  to 
whofe  brave  exertions  both  this  country  and  the  £aft-Indi)i 
Company  owe  fuch  great  obligations. 

General  SMITH  thought  the  right  honourable  Secretary 
would  have  been  wanting  to  himfelf,  to  the  Company,  and  to 
the  country,  if  he  had  brought  forward  propofitions  of  any 
other  nature  than  thofe  which  he  had  doae.  He  declared  his 
decided  opinion  againft  an  open  trade,  which  nobody  in  that  ^ 
Houfe  feemed  to  think  right,  and  obferved,  that  fo  far  from 
the  Company's  affairs  having  been  better  before  they  had  teni- 
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tonal  poflefllons,  Lord  Clive's  fuccefles,  lie  (aid,  in  1757^ 
were  the  falvation  of  the  Company  ;  for  had  not  thefe  fucctlfes 
happened,  they  would  have  been  bankrupt.  The  General  ^aid> 
that  the  poflfeffions  of  the  Company  were  in  a  ibuch  fuperior 
ftatc  of  cultivation  to  thofe  of  any  Nabob  in  the  coun*try. 

Mr.  FRANCIS.  Sir,  I  muft.beg  leave  to  fubmit  a  fliort 
obfervation  to  the  Committee,  on  a  topic  ftatedand  infilled  on 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  as  well  as  by  others 
on  former  occafions.  I  have  heard  it  aflerted  in  favour  of  the 
Company's  government  in  India,  that  the  provinces  under  their 
hianagement  are  infinitely  better  governed,  and  the  people  in- 
finitely happier,  than  they  are  or  ever  were  in  the  countries 
fubjeft  to  the  native  princes ;  and  of  the  truth  of  tbis  g^opo* 
fition,  the  miferable  fituation  of  the  dominions  and  fi^ij^s  of 
tlie  Nabob  of  Oude  and  of  the  Nabob  of  the  Carfiatic^  is 
dated  as  an  evidence  and  an  example.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to 
contend,  that  nothing  worfe  than  the  Britifli  government  is  t© 
be  found  in  India.  No  pofitive  merit  is  acknowledged  by 
that  conceflion.  But  I  deny  that  the  comparifon  dated,  between 
the  condition  of  our  provinces  and  thofe  of  the  Princes,  who 
have  been  mentioned,  is  fair,  or  at  all  in  point.  If  properly 
confidered,  it  is  evidence  on  my  fide.  The  fair  and  true  com* 
parifon  lies,  not  with  countries  governed  in  fa£t  by  us,  and  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  prince  is  purely  nominal,  but  with  thofe 
which  really  enjoy  a  native  government,  independent  of  our 
influence.  In  the  former,  I  well  know,  that  the  odenfible 
authority  of  the  Nabobs,  whom  we  appoint  or  fupport>  is  no- 
thing but  an  indrument  in  the  hands  of  Britifh  avarice,  adiing 
then  without  (hame  or  rcftraint,  becaufc  all  its  operations  are 
concealed  and  fiieltered  under  the  fh ado  w  of  a  thing,  which 
does  not  exift.  This  fort  of  double  government,  I  know,  in 
which  the  real  power  a6Vs  by  delegation,  and  ikulks  behind  a 
pretended  native  government,  is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  pro- 
fligate, the  mod  abandoned,  and  the  moft  pernicious  to  man- 
kind. But  do  you  think  you  can  (land  a  comparifon  with  any 
of  the  Indian  Governments,  which  are  real  and  efFeSive  ? 
with  that  of  Tippoo  Sultan,  for  example,  that  barbarous  ty- 
rant Tippoo  Sultan,  whofe  whole  country  was  full  of  people, 
and  cultivated  like  a  garden ;  and  who,  in  the  courfeof  an  un-' 
fortunate  war,  was  never  defertcd  by  one  of  his  fubjcds  ?  I 
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believe,  Sir,Ve  had  better  be  filent  on  this  fubjed.  A  juft 
and  fair  comparifon  with  the  real  Indian  Governments  virill 
io  us  no  fort  of  honour. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  the  provinces  in  the  polTcffion 
and  under  the  management  of  the  EaftJndia  Company,  com- 
pared with  thofe  of  any  independent  Prince  in  India,  were 
perfefl;  gardens  in  point  of  cultivation.  With  rcfpe6l  to  his 
letter  to  the  Diie£lors,  it  was  written  in  anfwer  to  one  he  re- 
ceived, which  had  QOt  been  printed ;  and  he  infifted,  that 
what  ^c  had  faid  in  that  letter  correfponded  exa£ily  with 
what  he  had  all  along  faid  upon  the  fubjeft,  that  independent 
of  an  exclufive  charter,  the  revenues  and  the  ftatc  of  the 
Company  would  enable  them  to  divide  ten  per  cent,  and  to 
pay  befide  500,0001.  to  the  country. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  requefted  to  know  whether  any 
thing  would  be  done  for  the  officers^  of  whom  he  had  before 
made  mention  ? 

Mr.  DUNDAS  anfwercd,  that  he  ihould  certainly  wait 
till  the  arrival  of  Lord  Cornwallls,  before  he  (hould  adopt 
any  decifive  line  of  condu6t  on  the  matter  in  queftion. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  moved  the  firft  refolution  ;  and  the 
Chairman  having  reported  progrefs,  leave  was  given  that  the 
Committee  (hould  fit  a^in  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Vote  of  Credit  bill,  which,  with 
certain  amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  engrofTed. 

In  a  Committee  of  the  whot^  Houfe  upon  the  Tobacco 
Duties,  a  refolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Ryder,  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Houfe  adjourned. 

Wednejdny^  Q4th  April 

After  much  private  buHnefs  was  difpofed  of, 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  the 
embarraifments  of  fcveral  commercial  houfes,  applications 
had  been  made  to  him  for  the  purpofe  of  concerting  means 
to  fupport  the  credit  of  thofe  who  might  be  embarrafled,  and 
who  could  prove  that  their  inability  to  difcharge  the  demands 
made  upon  them  arofe  from  temporary  circumftances  and  un-: 
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forcfccn  accidents.  He  rofe  now  chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of 
giving  notice,  that  he  fliould  bring  forward  this  fiibjedl  to- 
morrow ;  but  from  thfe  mahner  in  which  he  ihould  propofe 
the  meafurc,  h^  did  not  apprehend  that  iny  debate  would  ne- 
ccflariiy  arife;  for  he  (hould  only  propofe  a  Seleft  Committee 
to  be  chofen,  and  he  believed  they  would,  without  mtich 
delay,  be  able  tomake  a  report  upon  which  the  Houfe  might 
afterwards  fafely  proceed.  He  obfervcd,  however,  that 
having  attentively  confidered  this  fubjed,  and  having  had,  as 
he  believed,  the  beft  information  on  it,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  it  would  be  found  that  many  perfons  in  trade 
and  commercial  dealings  had  failed  to  difcharge  the  demands 
upon  them,  not  from  want  of  a  folid  capital^  but  from  the 
natural  confequences  of  a  check  on  circulation  of  credit,  in 
time  to  meet  a  temporary  preffurc  which  fingular  circnm- 
ftances  had  produced,  and  that  time  being  given,  with 
temporary  aid,  thefe  parties  would  be  f9und  to  be  ultimately 
foivent.  He  ihould  not  have  to  trouble  the  Houfe  to-mor- 
row ^t  any  confiderable  length  upon  this  fubje£l,  becaufe 
the  Committee  would  be  the  beft  means  of  maturing  it  for 
the  confideration  and  difcudion  of  the 'Houfe. 

The  bill  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  of  Hamlingford,  in  the 
county  of  Warwick,  from  the  charges  arifing  out  of  the  fums 
recovered  by  certain  individuals  who  fuffered  from  the  riots 
in  Birmingham,  was  read  a  firft  time.  On  the  queflion  for 
the  fecond  reading, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  faid,  he  expeSed  that  many  objedlions 
would  be  made  to  this  bill  by  perfons  better  entitled  to  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  than  himfelf ;  if  they  fltould  not,  he 
ihould  urge  what  appeared  to  him  objedlionable  to  the  bill  on 
the  fec«i)d  reading. 

•  The  Vote  of  Credit  bill  for  one  million  and  a  half  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  of  SCOTLAND  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  render  the  payment  of  creditors  in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  more  equal  and 
expeditious.    Granted. 

Sir  JOHN  ROUS  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
exempt  labourers  in  hujn7andry  in  England,  who  do  not  oc« 
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cupy  the  value  of  4I.  per  annum,  from  the  duty  of  working 
upon  the  highway,  and  for  regulating  the  mode  of  the  Sur- 
veyor's giving  notice  when  the  labourers  will  be  wanted. 
Leave  was  given,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 
Thurjdayj  %$th  April. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  of  SCOTLAND  brought 
in  a  bill  for  requiring  a  certain  form  of  oath,  abjuration,  and 
declaration  from  perfons  profefling  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion  in  Scotland,  which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Tuefiiay  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  an  objeft  of  great  im- 
portance was  about  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  he 
fhould  not  at  prefent  enter  at  large  on  the  fubjeft  of  commer- 
cial credit,  the  ftate  of  which  would  require  ferious  confide- 
ration.  The  propofitions  he  fhould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  on 
this  fubjeft,  he  thought  likewife  had  better  be  poftponed  till 
the  bufincfs  had  been  examined  by  a  Committee,  which,  on 
refledlion,  he  thought  the  bed  mode  of  proceeding.  He 
therefore  moved,  "  That  a  feleS  Committee  of  fifteen  be 
•*  appointed,  to  take  into  confidcration  the  prefent  ftate  of 
*•  commercial  credit^  and  to  report  their  opinion  and  obfer* 
**  vations  upon  it." 

A  Committee  was  then  appointed  agreeably  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  now  rofe,  and  faid,  that  the  motion 
which  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe, 
was  one  that  not  only  involved  the  character  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (the  Chanceltoi  of  the  Exchequer)  and 
the  whole  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  but  alfo  the  chaiaAer 
of  the  Britifh  nation,  and  therefore  was  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance. It  had  in  view  that  of  calKng  for  an  explanatioa 
of  the  real  intent,  nature,  purpofe,  and  object  of  the  War  in 
which  we  were  now  engaged.  Such  was  the  defcription  of 
the  motion  with  which  he  ihould  pfeface  his  addrefs  to  the 
Houfe.  In  the  courfe  of  the  difcuffions  which  had  taken 
place  on  the  prefent  war,  on  one  fubjed  there  had  been  a 
concurrence  of  opinion,  what  diflferepce  focvcr  fubfifted  on 
others.  That  the  increafmg  power  and  ambitious  views  of 
France  (hould  be  refifted,  and  our  allies  proteded,  wasuna- 
aimoufly  agreed  to.    On  the  fubjc£l  of  the  war,  three  difo* 
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rent  opinionis  had  occurred  ;  the  firft>  thought  it  a  war  of  ne* 
ccffity,  but  limited  as  to  its  objefts.  The  fecond,  kt  which 
he  clafledj  thought  that  noAdminiftratiofi  fhould  pennit  the 
independence  of  this  country  to  be  in  danger  from  the  c;xor*^ 
bitant  power  of  France,  or  the  rights  of  our  allies  to  be  in- 
vaded ;  yet  thinking  the  fecurity  of  this  country,  and  indem* 
nification  to  Holland  might  have  been  obtained  by  negocia«« 
tion,  they  thought  the  war,  at  the  period  it  occurred,  not  nc- 
ceffary.  A  third  clafs  viewed  the  power  of  France  as  moch' 
lefs  pernicious  than  the  principles  ihe  had  adopted,  and  ab« 
herring  the  conduct  of  tijofc  ia  authority  there,  thought  ven- 
geance and  exterminaticin  to  thofe  men  lihd  thofe  principle* 
were  objeSs  which  this  country  Was  bound  in  intereft  and 
duty  to  purfue.  He,  and  others  \yitii  whom  he  had  the  ho- 
nour and  pleafure  to  agree,  had  endeavoured  to  draw  from 
thofe  gentlemen  fomething  like  a  definition  of  the  extent  to 
which  their  principles  would  or  might  lead  them  ;  but  from 
all  the  difcuflion  which  took  place  upon  thatfubjed,  nothing 
like  an  explanation  was  given  upon  that  point.  This  day^ 
however,  he  was  determined  to  put  that  fubjefl  to  the  teft, 
and  he  iliould  maintain  that  Minifters  had  abandoned  die 
principles  of  the  war,  upon  which  alone  they  had  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  moderate,  and  the  general  concurrence  of  the 
country,  and  the  only  pirihciple  they  theftifelves  were  fond  of 
profefiing,  namely,  to  keep  faith  with  our  allies,  to  check 
the  aggrandizement  of  Ftance,  and  to  prcferve  the  fafety  of 
this  country.  If  in  entermg  upon  this  fubjeftany  gentleman 
expeded  that  he.  fhould  be  brought  to  pledge  himfelf  in.  the 
leaft  degree  with  tefpeft  to  the  principles  or  the  politics  of 
the  noble  Lrord  (Auckland),  or  that  he  fhould  be  influenced 
by  any  confideikions  with  regard  to  that  nobleman,  fuch  a 
gentleman  would  certainly  be  difappointed ;  for  he  muft 
frankly  declare,  that  perfortaily  againft  him,  or  any  other 
perfon  in  Adminxflration,  he  had  no  ill  will,  but  at  the  fame 
time  he  had  no  hditation  in  faying,  that  he  did  not  refpeft  or 
efleem  the  man ;  he  would  fay  no  more  upon  that  i'nbjc&i 
for  a  reafon  always  conctefive  with  him,  becaufe  he  was  not 
prefent ;  all,  therefore,  he  fhouH  fay  of  him,  he  begged  to 
beunderftood  as  fpeaking  of  His  Majefly's.  Mimfter  at  th« 
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Hague.     In  this  vieiy,  he  muft  fay,  that  he  difapproved  of 
every  memorial  that  noble  Lord  had  fet  his  name  to,  from 
the  firft  difturbances  in  France,  down  to  the  figning  ftiat  of 
the  5th  of  the  prefcnt  month,  upon  which  the  motion  he. 
Ihould  conclude  with  would  be  founded.    All  he  was  con- 
cerned in  was  marked  by  a  fort  of  officious  odentation,  which 
ill  became  the  character  he  ought  to  rcprefent.     Inftead  of  the 
moderate  language  of  a  Miniiler,  defirous  to  (hew  that  he 
was  only  an  Ambaflador,  he  appeared  always  in  the  ftyle  6f 
a  Viceroy,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  dilate  and  command. 
The  paper  with  which  he  announced  the  war  with  France 
was  of  this  haughty,  arrogant  ftyle,  in  which  he  called  the 
National  Aflembly  of  France  mifcreants.     Such  language, 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was  not  only  improper,  but,  under  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  incxcufabic  ;  it  was  not  the  effeft 
of  an  overpowering  warmth,  which  frequently  accompanied 
the  animation  of  debate  ;  they  were  the  cool,  colleSed  words 
of  an  Ambaflador,  who  ought  to  have  refle£l:ed  that  he  repre- 
fented  His  Majefty  of  Great  Britain,  and  tlie  people  of  Eng- 
land,  both  of  whom,  he  was  fure,  would  be  aOiamed  of  fuch 
expreflions ;  fuch  expreilions  could  anfwer  no  good  purpofe ; 
neither  our  foldiers  nor  our  failors  would  enlift  the  fooner,  or 
fight  the  better  for  it ;  and  the  people  of  this  country  ought 
not  to '  be  fuppofed  to  agree  to  ufe  harfli  words  agatnft  any 
others  who  had  the  diredlion  of  the  public  force  of  a  nation, 
ftill  lefs  that  they  Could  inftruft  their  Ambaflador  to  Jbe  a  bluf- 
terer :  fuch  conduct  would  be  difgraceful   and  ignominious- 
Here,  to  illuflrate  this  point,  Mr.  Sheridan  made  a  quota* 
tion  from  Vatel,  on  the  Law  of  Nations,  who  fays,  that  for . 
nations  at  war  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  they  ought  to 
abftain  from  ail  harfli  expreflions  of  hatred,  animoflty,  or 
'  contempt  of  each  other,  &c.     This,  he  faid,  appeared  to  him 
to  contain  fo  good  and  neceflary  a  leffon  to  Lord  Auckland, 
that  in  the  next  difpatches  a  copy  of  it  ought  to  be  fent  him. 
With  regard  to  the  particular  paper  of  the  5th  of  April,  he 
objededto  it  not  only  on  account  of  its  particular  indecency, 
but  alio  on  account  of  its  opening  and  difclofing  a  new  prin* 
ttple  for  carrying  on  the  war  ;  a  principle  hitherto  in  this 
country  entirely  v^ithout  foundation.    The  firft  tranflatioa 
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from  the  French  ftated^  "  That  fome  of  thefe  detcftable  regi-^ 
"  cides  are  now  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  they  can  be  fubjedled 
'*  to  the  fword  of  the  law."  But  from  that  which  was  now 
upon  the  table,  a  new  colour  wa^  attempted  to  be  given  to  the 
fentencej  by  faying  "  liable  to  be  fubjeded  to  the  Cword  of  the 
law;"  this,  hefaid,  was  not  warranted  by  the  original;  for 
the  plain  fenfe  of  the  fentence  was,  that  thefe  perfons  might 
be  facrificed,  becaufe  they  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch.— p 
Again,  the  paper  dated  a  recital  of  a  former  declaration,  that 
His  Britannicfc  Majefty  and  their  High  Mightineffes  would 
not  fail  to  purfue  the  moft  efficacious  meafures  to  prevent  the 
perfons,  who  might  themfelves  be  guilty  of  fo  atrocious  a 
crime,  from  finding  any  afylum  in  their  refpcftive  flates.— - 
To  which  the  Dutch  gave  anfwer,  that  they  will  refufe  any 
afylum  to  fuch  perfons  ;  that  they  will  drive  them  away ;  but 
not  one  word  about  putting  them  to  death.  The  war  was  dcr 
dared  on  the  21  fl  of  January,  and  there  the  matter  refled  till 
the  5th  of  April,  and  for  what  reafon  ?  Becaufe  it  was  not  until 
this  time  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Convention  came  into  cuf<- 
tody.  It  was  only  then  neceifary  to  fay,  that  thefe  regicides 
fhould  be  fubje£led  td  the  fword  of  the  law,  which  was,  in 
other  words,  that  they  fhould  be  put  to  death.  If  Minifte^s 
faid  they  gave  no  inflru£lions  for  this,  he  faid  he  fhould  be  jper- 
fedly  fatisiied,  and  very  glad  to  hear  it ;  becaufe  then  the  na« 
tion  would  be  refcued,  and  the  infamy  would  only  fall  upoii 
the  individual.  The  noble  Lord  proceeded  to  flate  in  his  Me^ 
morial,  that  the  divine  vengeance  feemed  not  to  have'  been 
tardy ;  upon  this  he  had  only  to  obferve,  that  we  were  en- 
gaged in  a  war,  which  for  our  fafety  we  had  purfued,  to  the 
accomplifliment  of  its  originally  avowed  objeft  ;  and  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  divine  vengeance,  from  motives  of  refpeft,  deco- 
rum, and  piety,  we  ought  to  be  filent.  The  Memorial  was 
as  follows : 

MEMORIAL  prefented  on  the  ^th  of  this  month  by  the  Bricifh  and 
Imperial  Miniflers  to  the  States  GeneraL 

Hauts  et  Fuiffans  Seigneurs, 
II  efl  connu  que,  vers  la  fin  du  mois  de  SeptembrI  de  l*annee  der« 
ni^re,  S.  M.  Biitannique  &  V.  H.  P.  om-donne  de  concert  I'airu- 
ranee  folemnelle,  que  dans  le  cas,  ou  le  danger  imminent  qui  me- 
aa^oit  d^»-lors  les  jours  de  L.  M.  Tr^-Chretiennes  &  deleur  £i« 
inilie  fe  reaUfat,  S.  M.  &  L,  Ht  P*  ne  manqueroient  pas  depren- 
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4re  lesmefuret  les  plus  efficaces,  pour  empecher  qae  lei  parfboiiet 
qui  fc  fcroient  renducs  coupablcs  d'urie  crime  aufli  atroce,  ne  trou- 
Taffent  aucunafyle  dans  Icurs  etats  rcfpedHfs.  Cct  cvcncmcnt,  qu'on 
preffentoient  avec  horreur,  a  eu  lieu.;  &  larengeance  Divine  ipftroh 
se  s'etrepas  long-tems  fait  attendre.  Quclques-imsdeces  deteuables 
rcfi^icidcs  font  deja  dans  le  cas  dc  pouvoir  etre  foumis  au  glaive  ds 
laToi.  Le^  atures  font  encore  au  mitieu  dupeupicy  qu'ilsontplonge 
daps  UQ  abinie  de  magx»  &  auquel  ic  famioey .  I'anarchie  &  la  gueme 
civile  preparent  de  nouvelles  culamitcs.  Enfin,  tout  ce  que  nous 
Toyons  arriver,  concourt  k  nous  faire  rcg^ardcr  commc  prochaine  h 
fin  de  ces  malheureux,  doht  la  demence  &  les  atrocites  ont  penetre 
d'epquvante  Sc  d'indignfttioo  tous  ceux  qui  tiennent  aux  principet  de 
religion,  de  morale,  &  d'humanitc. 

En  confequcncc,  les  Souffigncs  foumettcnt  au  jugement  cclaire  & 
A  la  fage^e  de  Vos  Haute s-Puiflances,  fi  clles  ne  trouveroient  pas 
convenable  d*cmployer  tous  les  moyens  qui  font  en  leur  pouvoir, 

r)ur  defendre  I'entree  de  leurs  Etats  en  Europe  ou  de  leurs  Colonies 
tous  ceux  des  MeI1^bres  de  la  (bi-difante  Convention  Nationale,  ou 
<lu  pretend  a  Confcil  Executif,  qui  ont  pris  part,  diredlement  ou  indigo 
re&einenc,  audit  crime,  6t  s'ils  ecoient  decou verts  &  arretes,  deks 
faire  livrer  eatrc  les  mains  de  la  juftice  pour  fervir  de  le^on  &  d'cx» 
rrople  au  genre  humaih. 
Fait  a  la  Haye^  ce 
I  Avnl,  1793. 

(Signc)  Auckland, 

Louis  C.  ds  Starhembirg, 

Translation. 

Higti  and  Mighty  Lords, 

It  is  known  tbat  towards  the  end  of  the  month  of  September,  iaft 
year,  His  Britannic  Majefty  and  Your  High  Mightinefles  gave,  in 
concert,  a  folcmn  aiTurancc,  that  in  cafe  the  imminent  danger  which 
then  threatened  the  lives  of  their  Moft  Chriftian  Majcftics,  and  their 
femily,  ftwuld  be  rcalifed,  His  Majefty  and  Your  High  Mightineflet 
would  not  fail  to  take  the  moil  efficacious  meafures  to  prevent  the  per- 
fons  who  might  render  thcmfelvcs  guilty  of  fp  atrocious  a  crime  from 
finding  any  afylum  in  your  refpe<fhvc  clominions.  This  event,  which 
WAS  fbrefeen  with  horror,  has  taken  place,  and  the  Divine  vengeance 
frrms  not  to  have  been  tardy.  Some  of  thefe  detejiahle  regiciiies  are 
*i/'  eaJy  in  fuch  a  Jituation  that  they  may  be  fuhje^d  to  thefword  of  the 
//rev.  The  reft  are  ftill  in  the  midft  of  a  people  whom  they  have 
plunged  into  an  abyfs  of  evils,  and  for  whom  famine,  anarchy,  and 
civil  war  are  preparing  new  calamities.  In  ftiort,  every  thing  that 
we  fee  happen,  induces  us  to  confider  as  at  hand  the  end  of  thefe 
wretches,  whofe  madnefs  and  atrocities  have  filled  uith  terror  and 
indignation  allthofe  who  refpedthc  principles  of  religion,  morality, 
^nd  humanity. 

The  Underfigncd,  therefore^  fubmit  to  the  enlightened  judgement 
and  wifdom  of  Your  High  MightincflTcs,  whether  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  employ  all  the  means  m  your  power  to  prohibit  from  en- 
tering your  States  in' Europe,  or  your  Cfolonics,  allthofe  Members 
of  the  felf-titled  National  Convention,  or  of  the  pretended  Executive 
Council,  wiio  have,  dire^ly  or  indire^ly,  participated  ia  the  fai4 
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crime ;  and  if  they  (hould  be  difcovered  and  arrcftcd,  to  deliver  thcni 
upto  jufiice,  that  they  may  ferre  as  a  leflbn  and  example  to  man- 
kmd. 
Dane  at  the  tiagui^  this 
^th  of  April,  ijr93. 

(Signfid)  Auckland^ 

Louis  C.  dk  StashemBero* 

[The  tranilation  above  given  is  the  fame  with  that  originally  inferted 
in  rooft  of  the  newfpapers ;  from  which  the  tranflation  prefented 
10  the  Houfe  of  Commons  differs,  by  fubftituting  for  the  fentencc 
printed  in  \X2\\c^'~^om€  of  tbefe  detejtahh  regicides  are  already  in  the 
cafe  to  he  liahle  to  he  fuhjeSedto  the  fword of  the  /enu-^and  for 
wretches^  Malheureuxj  unhappy  per fons.] 

Thefe  men  weic  delivered  up  by  the  treachery  of  Dumou- 
ricr,  and  -Lord  Auckland  recommended  to  the  Dutch,  that 
they  might  be  murdered  and  aflaflinated.  He  wifhed  to  know 
if  it  was  poffible  for  a  more  horrid  principle  to  be  eiitertained, 
or  one,  if  followed  up,  more  likely  to  be  attended  with  more 
horrid  confequences.  Could  we  fuppofe  that  the  French 
would  not  retaliate  ?  What  then  would  refult,  a  general  maf- 
fecre  of  all  prifoners  of  war.  Such  fentiments  were  odious  to 
any  man  poffeffing  the  lead  feeling  of  humanity.  The  fate  of 
thofe  people  it  feemed  was  to  be  a  lellbn  and  example  to  man- 
kind. He  was  fure  the  people  of  this  country  detelted  fuch 
leflbns  and  examples.  It  reminded  him  of  a  proclamation  re- 
commending the  extermination  of  America  during  that  war, 
and  while  the  noble  ZiOrd  (Auckland}  was  commiflioner  there, 
and  to  which  there  was  a  very  fenfible  proteft,  which  was.fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  produdlioh  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Burke)  now  in  the  Houfe.  This  was  drawn  after  the 
able  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Powys,  and  others  in  that 
Houfe,  and  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  Duke  of  Richmond  in  the 
other,  and  was  (Igned  by  a  great  number  of  the  firft  perfons  ih 
this  country.  This  proteft  admirably  explained  the  fatal  effeds 
of  attempting  the  deftrudlion  or  difmemberment  of  an  empire. 
Here  Mr.  Sheridan  read  the  proteft,  and  then  obferved,  that 
he  wiflied  this  alfo  to  be  fent  in  the  next  difpatches  to  Lord 
Auckland.  But  again  to  return  to  the  paper  of  the  5th  of 
April,  M^.  Sheridan  faid,  he  objefied  to  it  for  a  reafon  which 
was  independent  of  the  general  ground  he  had  already  ftated  \ 
it  was 'that  of  declaring  all  peace  with  the  people  of  France  ut-  . 
terlv  unattainable,  until  there  ftiould  be  di£^ated.  according  t»' 
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•the  defire  of  the  combined  powers,  si  certain  form  of  Govern- 
ment to  France.  Were  we^  he  alked,  at  war  with  the  nation 
of  France  at  this-  moment?  If  the  principle  on  which  wc 
proceeded  to  the  war  was  followed,  he  would  fay  that  we 
were  not  at  war  with  the  nation  of  Frapce.  The  objeGt  we 
profefled  to  have  in  view  was  accomplifhed ;  and  we  fhouM 
negociate  with  thofe  who  had  the  dired^ion  of  the  public  force. 
Of  what  ufe  was  it  for  us  to  call  their  armies  a  banditti  o( 
.  robbers,  and  their  mariners  pirates  ?  at  lafl  we  mud  negociate 
with  them,  or  go  the  length  of  deftroying  thcyn  altogether  ;  a 
fruitlefs  and  a  vain  attempt.  Was  it  the  objeS,  or  was  it 
not,  of  this  war,  on  our  part,  to  affift  the  confpiracy  to  (KAate 
a  form  of  Government  to  France,  or  totally  to  deftrby  the 
whole  nation  ?  He  wanted  a  plain  explicit  anfwer.  Let  the 
Minifter  fpeak  fairly,  out  upon  that  fubjed.  The  people  of 
England  ought  to  know  what  were  the  views  of  the  Minifter 
upon  this  war,  and  to  what  extent  it  was  to  be  carried,  that 
they  might  not  be  proceeding  under  a  delufion.  Suppofing 
we  had  gained  our  original  purpofe,  he  wanted  to  know  how 
peace  was  to  be  obtained,  without  negociation  with  thofe  who 
have  the  exercife  of  Government.  If  we  countenanced  the 
memorial  of  Lord  Auckland,  we  fliould  fay,  that  the  whole 
National  Convention — ^all  the  Members  of  the  diftriQs — ^in 
fhon,  about  eight  or  nine  millions  of  people,  mud  be  put  to 
death,  before  we  can  negociate  for  peace.  Suppofing  that  we 
were  to  join  the  confpiracy  to  didlate  a  form  of  Government 
to  France,  he  then  (hould  wifti  to  know  what  fort  of  Govern- 
ment it  was  that  we  were  to  infift  on.  Were  we  to  take  the 
form  of  it  from  that  cxercifed  by  the  Emperor— or  that  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia — or  was  it  to  be  formed  by  the  lady  who  fo 
mildly  conduced  the  affairs  of  Ruflia — or  were  they  all  to  lay 
their  heads  together,  and,  by  the  afliftance  of  the  Pope,  dic- 
tate a  form  of  Government  to  France  r  Were  the  French  to 
have  a  Condi tution,  fuch  .as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
Mr.  Burke  was  likely  to  applaud?  Indeed  he  feared,  that  this 
was  not  yet  fettled,  and  there  were  various  fpecimen&  of  what 
had  been  already  thought  of  by  different  powers.  There  were 
two  manifedoes  of  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  the  one  promifed  the 
form  of  Government  chofen  by  themfelves,  in  which  they 
agreed  to  have  a  moaarchy,  and  afterwards  in  the  couifc  of 
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four  days,  this  promife  was  retrafted  in  confcquence  of  the 
acccffion  of  Dumouricr  to  ^he  confederacy — what  would  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Burke)  fay  if  they  ihould  not 
give  the  French  the  form  of  the  Conftitution  of  Poland,  or 
would  he  content  himfelf  with  faying,  they  ought  not  to  have 
fuch  a  conftitution  ?  He  believed  that  neither  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  nor  any  of  his  fupporters,  would  fay  any 
thing  at  prefent  upon  that  fubjeft.  It  appeared  however 
fomewhat  myfterious,  perhaps,  that  after  the  congret  at  Ant- 
werp, in  which  Great  Britain  was  not  unreprefented,  that  the 
intention  of  the  combined  powers  had  altered,  and  that  a  much 
more  fanguinary  mode  was  to  be  purfued  againft  France  than 
had  been  before  intended,  and  perhaps  the  time  might  come 
when  the  parties  might  follow  the  example  fet  by  the  manifcfto 
of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  affirm  that  thefe  were  threats 
which  wer^  not  intended  to  be  carried  into  execution.  But 
this  was  not  the  way  to  amufe  us.  The  people  of  England 
would  not  long  be  content  to  remain  in  the  dark  as  to  the  ob- 
jeft  of  the  war.  Again  he  muft  a(k  what  was  the  objeft  of 
the  war  ?  Again  he  muft  aft  what  was  the  objeft  of  our  pur- 
fuit  in  coDJundion  with  the  other  powers  againft  France? 
Was  it  to  reftore  the  ancient  tyranny  and  defpotifm  of  that 
nation  ?  This  would  pleafe  fome  people,  he  knew,  particularly 
emigrants,  but  nothing  would  be  fo  hateful  to  the  people  of 
this  country,  or  any  other  where  there  exifted  the  leaft  love  of 
freedom  ;  nor  could  any  thing  be  more  dcftru6live  to  the  tran- 
quillity and  happinefs  of  Europe.  Were  we  to  join  Dumou- 
rier  in  a  declaration  not  to  reft  until  we  had  put  to  death  thofe 
deteftable  regicides,  calling  themfelves  philofophers,  and  all 
the  mifcreants  who  had  deftroyed  all  lawful  authority  in 
France  ?  If  we  were,  he  would  Venture  to  fay,  this  would 
be  a  war  for  a  purpofe  entirely  new  'm  the  hiftory  of  mankind, 
and  as  it  was  called  a  war  of  vengeance,  he  muft  fay,  that  we 
arrogated  to  ourfelves  a  right  which  belonged  to  the  Divinity, 
to  whom  alone  vengeance  ought  to  be  left.  If  the  Minifter 
iaid,  that  on  our  part  there  was  no  intention  to  interfere  in  die 
internal  Government  of  France,  he  muft  then  aft  what  were 
the  views  of  the  other  powers,  with  whonj  we  now  aded  in 
concert  againft  France.  Was  it  to  make  a  partition  of  France, 
as  they  did  of  Poland?  or  fliould  he  be  told,  that  as  far  as  re- 
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gsirded  the  afl^irs  of  France  under  the  prefent  power,  he  was 
'  talking  of  none  who  ought  to  be  mentioned  as  a  people ;  that 
the  Sans  Ct^hties  were  too  contemptible  a  race  to  be  mentioned  5 
he  would  fay,  he  meant  to  ^  what  was  to  become  of  the 
whole  nation  of  France  ?     If  he  was  told  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  the  crowned  heads,  aSing  in  concert  upon  this  great  occa- 
lion,  to  have  any  but  juft  and  honourable  views,  he  would 
anfwer  that  the  fubjedl  was  of  too  much  magnitude  fo  be  al- 
lowed to  pafs  in  fuch  a  manner i»  and  in  his  fufpicions  he  was 
juftifiefj  by  the  example,  and  fortified  by  the  obfervation  of  an 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Jenkinfon)  with  refpeft  to  the  fa- 
ther of  the  prefent  Emperor,  that  no  nian  ought  to  take  his 
word  for  one  hpur.    No  material  alteration,  he  believed,  had 
taken  place  in  the  views  of  that  Court  fmce  the  death  of  that 
Prince,  nor  of  others  in  the  prefent  confederacy.     Were  we  to 
forget  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  encouraged  the  Brabanters  to 
revolt,  and  then  left  them  to  their  fate  ?    Were  we  to  forget  the 
recent  condu£t  with  refpeft  to  Poland  ?     Were  we  to  forget 
the  taking  of  Dantzic  and  Thorn!     Indeed  he  thought,  that 
thofe  who  every  day  told  us  in  pompous  language,  of  the  ne- 
Ceflity  there  was  for  Kings,  and  of  the  fervice  they  did  to  the 
caufe  of  humanity  ;  they  ihould  at  lead  have  fpared  the  Public 
the  pain  of  jhinking  of  thefe  fubjeSs,  by  not  entering  into  the 
views  of  that  unnatural  confederacy.     Indeed  it  was  impoffible 
for  him  to  difmjfs  th^  confidcration  of  Poland,  without  ad- 
verting to  an  eloquent  paflTage  in  the  work  of  a  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  w^s  an  enthufiaftic  admirer  of  the  late 
revolution' there.     Here  Mr.  Sheridan  quoted  the  following 
paflTage  of  Mr.   Burke's  Appeal  from  the  Old  to  the  New 
Whigs: 

The  flatc  of  Poland'was  fuch,  that  there  could  fcafcely  exifttwo 
opinions,  but  that  a  reformatioa  of  its  conflitution^  even  at  fbme  ez- 
ptnce  of  blood,  might  be  feen  without  mucli  difapprbbation.  No 
confufidn  could  be  teared  in  fuch  an  enterprlfe  {  becaufe  the  eftab- 
lifhment  to  be  reformed  was  itfelf  a  ilatc  of  confufiop.  A  King 
without  authority;  nobles  wFthout  union  or  fubordbation ;  a 
people  vvitfiout  arts>  induftry,  commerce,  or  liberty;  no  order 
within  ;  no  defence  without ;  no  effcdive  public  force,  but  a  foreign 
force,  which  entered  a  naked  country  at  will,  and  dilpofed  of  every 
'  thing  at  pleafurc.  Here  was  a  ftatc  of  things  which  fcemcd  to  invite 
iatid  might  perhaps  juftify  bold  cnterprifc  and  defperate  experiment. 
But  in  what  manner  was  this  chaos  brought  into  order  ?  The  means 
were  as  flriking  to  the  imagination,  as  fatisfaftory  to  the  leafon. 
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I. 
and  fbothing  to  the  moral  fentiments.  In  contemplating  that 
change,  humanity  has  cverv  thing  to  rejoice  and  to  glory  in ;  no- 
thing to  be  afhamed  of,  nothing  to  fuffer.  So  far  as  it  has  gone,  it 
prol^biy  is  the  moft  pure  and  defecated  public  good  which  erer  has 
been  conferrod  00  mankind.  We  have  feen  anarchy  and  fervitqde 
at  once  removed ;  a  throne  flrengthcned  for  the  protection  of  the 
people,  without  trenching  on  rhew'  liberties ;  all  foreign  cabal  ba- 
nifiied,  by  changing  the  Crown  from  ele^ve  to  hereditary ;  and 
what  was  a .  matter  of  pleafing  wonder,  we  have  leen  a  reigning 
King,,  from  an  heroic  love  to  his  country,  exerting  himfelf  with  all 
the  coil,  the  dexterity,  the  management,  the  intrigue,  in  favour  of 
a  family  of  Grangers,  with  which  ambitious  men  labour  for  the  agr 
grandilement  of  their  own.  Ten  millions  of  men  in  a  way  of  being 
freed  gradually,  and  therefore  fafely  to  themfelves  and  the  ftate, 
not  firom  civil  or  political  chains,  which,  bad  as  they  are,  only 
fetter  the  mind,  but  from  fubftantial  perfonal  bondage.  Inhabitant^ 
of  cities,-  before  without  privileges,  placed  in  the  confideration 
which  belongs  to  that  improved  and  connedling  iituation  of  focia^ 
life.  One  of  the  moil  prond^  numerous,  and  fierce  bodies  of  no* 
bility  and  gentry  ever  known  in  the  world,  arranged  only  in  the 
foremoil  rank  of  free  and  generous  citizens.  Not  one  man  mcurred 
lois,    or  fuifered  degradation.     All,  from  the  King  to  the  day -la* 

'  bourer,  were  improved  in  their  condition.  Every  thing  was  kept 
in  its  place  and  order ;  but  in  thiat  place  and  order  every  thinj[  was 
bettered.  To  add  to  this  happy  wonder  (this  unheard-x)f  conjunc- 
tion of  wifdom  and  fortune)  not  one  drop  of  blood  was  fpilled  ;  no 
treachery  ;  no  outrage ;  no  fyftem  of  (lander  more  cruel  than  the 
fword;  no  fiudied  infults  on  religion,  morals,  or  manners;  no 
fpoil;  no  confifcation ;  no  citizen  beggared;  none  impriibned; 
none  exiled :  the  whole  was  tSt&ed  with  a  policy,  a  difcretion,  an 
unanimity  and  feci-ecy ,  fuch  as  have  never  been  before  knowii  on  any 
occasion ;  but  fiich  wonderful  conduct  was  referved  for  this  glorious 
con(piracy  in  favour  of  the  true  and  genuine  rights  and  ihterefUof 
men.  mppy  people,  if  they  know  to  proceed  as  they  have  beguti ! 
Happy  Prince,'  worthy  to  begin  with  fplendor,  or  to  dofe  with 

glory,  a  race  of  patnots  and  of  Kings :  and  to  leave 

A  name,  which  every  wind  to  heav*n  would  bear, 
AVhiph  men  to  fpeak^  and  angels  joy  to  hear. 

To  finidi  all — this  great  good,  as  in  the  inflant  it  is,  contains  in  it 
the  feeds  of  all  farther  improvement ;  and  may  be  coniidered  as  ia 
a  regular  progrefs,  becaufe  founded  on  fimilar  principles,  towards 
the  Uable  excellence  of  a  Britiili  Conditution. 

Here  was  a  matter  for  congratulation  and  for  feftive  remembrance 
through  ages.  Here  moralifts  and  divines  might  indeed  relax  in 
their  temperance  to  exhilarate  their  humanity. 

Such,  Mr.  3heridan  faid,  was  the  defcription  which  the 
right  honourable  ^ntleman  gave  to  that  revolution ;  was  it  to 
be  fuppofed,  that  he  would  afterwards  fay,  that  this  ought  to 
have  been  trampled  upon  and  deftroyed,  or  fhould  fuffer  fuch 
an  event  to  happen,  and  never  utter  a  word  upon  the  fubjefi  ; 
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he  did  not  think  that  Monarchs  of  the  prefent  day  had  fulfilled 
the  promifes  that  fome  peribns  had  made^  and  which  had  been 
cxpedled  from  them,  fo  that  their  names  might  be  handed 
down  to  pofterity  as  a  glorious  example  of  integrity  and  juf- 
tice !  With  refpeft  to  the  future  views  of  the  different  powers, 
they  might  beft  be  conjefturcd  by  what  had  already  happened. 
The  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  upon  the  fincerity  of  whofe  motives, 
and  integrity  of  whofe  aftions,  there  could  be  no  doubt,  pre- 
vious to  the  attack  on  Poland,  among  other  things  in  her  nu« 
nifedo,  faid  by  her  Minifter — 

**  From  thcfe  confiderations,  Her  Imperial  Majefty,  my 
**  moft~gracious  miftrefs,  as  well  to  indemnify  herfelf  for  her 
^•*  many  loITes,  as  for  the  future  fafety  of  her  Empire  and  the 
**  Poli(h  dominions,  and  for  the  cutting  off  at  once,  for  ever, 
**  all  future  difturbances  and  frequent  changes  of  Government, 
**  has  been  pleafed  now  to  take  under  her  fway,  and  to  unite 
**  for  ever  to  her  Empire,  the  following  trads  of  land,  with 
"  all  their  inhabitants." 

This  was  the  language  for  which  the  confederates  were  to 
juftify  perhaps  the  future  taking  under  their  fway,  and  uniting 
for  ever  to  their  empire,  part  of  the  dominions  of  France. — 
We  had  heard  much  of  the  abominable  fyftem  of  affiliation 
tdopted  by  the  Frehch  ;  but  this  was  a  Ruflian  impartial  affilia* 
tion,  and  no  doubt  the  confederate  powers  approved  of  it. — 
In  like  manner  will  they  affiliate  all  France,  if  they  can.  So 
will  they  England,  when  they  have  it  in  their  power ;  and  he 
•was  forry  to  fay,  that  if  we  joined  in  that  infamous  confederacy, 
and  the  people  agreed  to  it,  England  would  deferve  to  be  fo 
treated.  The  Emprefs  then  proceeded  to  ftate  what  (he  ex- 
pcfted  for  the  favour  (he  had  conferred — 

**  Her  Imperial  Majefty  expefts  from  the  gratitude  of  her 
"  new  fubjeds,  that  they,  being  placed  by  her  bounty  on  an 
*•  equality  with  Ruffians,  (hall,  in  return,  transfer  their  love 
**  of  their  former  country  to  the  new  one,  and  live  in  future 
^*  attached  to  fo  great  and  generous  an  Emprefs." — •• 

On  an  equality  with  Ruffia  !  This  was  a  glorious  equality, 
liable  to  be  fent  to  Siberia  with  other  Ruffian  flaves.  For  this 
mighty  favour  they  were  to  transfer,  as  naturally  might  be, 
cxpe£ted,  the  whole  love  they  had  for  their  native  country,  to 
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Ruflia,    their  new  and  happy  land — for  the  fame  Miniftcr  of 
this  equitable  and  generous  Emprefs  proceeded  to  fay, 

<*  I,  therefore,  now  inform  every  perfon,  from  the  higheft 
"  to  the  lowed,  that,  within  one  month,  they  muft  take  the 
*'  oath  of  allegiance  before  the  witnefles  whom  I  (hall  appoint ; 
**  and  if  any  of  the  gentlemen,  or  other  ranks  poflefling  real 
**  or  immoveable  property,  regardlefs  of  their  own  intcreft, . 
**  ibould  refufe  to  take  the  oath  prefcribed,  three  months  are 
**  allowed  for  the  fale  of  their  immoveables,  and  their  free 
"  departure  over  the  borders ;  after  the  expiration  of  which 
**  term,  all  their  remaining  property  (hall  be  confifcated  to  the 
"  Crown." 

Really  after  fuch  fpecimens,  one  would  have  fuppofed,  but 
for  the  well-known  charafter  of  the  Council  of  thefe  confede- 
rate powers,  they  were  aftuated  by  madnefs,  or  they  would 
not  thus  think  of  infulting  the  feelings  of  human  nature^-* 
But  this  was  not  all ;  mere  gratitude  was  not  enough — an 
oath,   it  feemed,  muft  be  taken,  for — 

"  The  Clergy,  both  high  and  low,  as  paftors  of  their 
**  flocks,  are  expefted  to  fet  the  example  in  taking  the  oath  ;  ' 
**  and  in  the  daily  fervice  in  their  churches,  they  muft  pray 
**  for  her  Imperial  Majefty,  for  hcriucceflbr  the  Great  Duke 
*'  Paul  Petrovitz,  and  for  all  the  Imperial  family,  according 
**  to  the  formula  which  fliall  be  given  them." 

Here  again  there  wis  evidence  of  a  great  and  good  mind, 
for  this  pious  Emprefs  was  determined,  that  perjury  fhould  be 
very  general  in  her  dominions,  and  that  the  example  (houldbs 
fet  by  the  Clergy  1 — Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceeded  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  condud  of  the  great  and  good  King  of  Pruflia  vyith 
refpc£l:  to  Dantzic,  as  fpecified  in  what  he  called  his  reafon 
for  taking  pofteflion  of  part  of  Poland  with  his  military  forces. 

**  It  would  certainly  militate  againft  the  firft  rules  of  a  found 
*'  policy,  as  well  as  the  duties  incumbent  on  us  for  the  pre- 
*^  fervation  of  tranquillity  in  our  ftate,  if,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
^'  things  in  a  neighbouring  great  kingdom,  we  remained  in- 
"  aSive  fpeSators,  and  (hould  wait  for  the  period  when  the 
**  fa£lion  feel  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  appear  in  public ; 
*'  by  which  our  own  neighbouring  provinces  would  be  expofed 
**  to  feveral  dangers,  by  the  confequcnccs  of  the  anarchy  oa 
''  our  frontiers. 
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*'  We  have,  therefqre,  in  conjiinaion  with  her  Majcfty 
"  the  Emprcfs  of  Ruffia,  and  with  the  aflent  of  His  Majcfty 
"  the  Roman  Emperor,  acknowledged,  that  the  fafety  of  our 
"  ftates  did  require,  to  fet  to  the  Republic  of  Poland  fuch 
**  boundaries  which  are  more  compatible  with  her  interior 
''  ftrength  and  fituation,  and  to  facilitate  her  the  means  of 
**  procuring  without  prejudice  of  her  liberty,  a  well  ordained, 
'*  and  a^ive  form  of  Government,  of  maintaining  herfelf  in 
'*  the  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  the  fame,  and  preventing  by 
**  thefe  means  the  difturbances  which  have  fo  often  (haken  her 
**  own  tranquillity,  and  endangered  the  fafety  of  her  neigh- 
'*  hours. 

*^  In  order  to  attain  this  end,  and  to  preferve  the  rej>ublic  of 
**  Poland  from  the  dreadful  confequences  which  muft  be  the 
**  refult  of  her  internal  divifion,  and  to  refcue  her  from  her 
**  utter  ruin,  but  chiefly  to  withdraw  her  inhabitants  from  the 
•*  horrors  of  the  deftruftive  doftrine  which  they  are  but  too 
•*  prone  to  follow ;  there  is,  according  to  our  thorough  per- 
**  fulfion,  to  which  alfo  her  Majcfty,  the  Emprcfs  of  all  the 
**  Ruffian,  accedes  in  the  moft  perfedl  congruity  with  our  in- 
**  tentioils  and  principles,  no  other  means,  except  to  incor- 
'*  porate  her  frontier  profinces  into  our  States,  and  for  this 
'^  purpofe  immediately  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  fame,  and  to 
**  prevent,  in  time,  all  misfortunes  which  might  arife  from 
**  the  continuance  of  the  reciprocal  difturbances. 

"  Wherefore,  we  have  refolved,  with  the  aflent  of  her 
**  Ruflian  Majefty,  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  above-mentioned 
*J^  diftrifis  of  Poland,  and  alfo  of  tfie  cities  of  Dantzic  and 
'*  Thorn,  to  the  end  of  incorporating  them  to  our  State. 

<*  We  herewith  publicly  announce  our  firm  and  ufilhaken 
"  refolution,  and  expeft  that  the  Polifh  nation  will  very  foon 
*'  aflcmble  in  the  Diet,  and  adopt  the  neceflary  meafures  to 
**  the  end  of  fettling  things  in  an  amicable  manner,  and  of 
**  obtaining  the  falutary  end  of  fecuring  to  the  republic  of 
"  Poland  an  undifturbed  peace,  and  preferving  her  inhabi- 
**  tants  from  the  terrible  confequences  of  anarchy.  At  the 
.•*  fame  time  we  exhort  the  States  and  inhabitants  of  the  di- 
"  ftri£is  and  towns  which  we  have  taken  pofleflion  of,  as  al- 
''  ready  mentioned,  both  in  a  gracious  and  ferious  manner^ 
'*  not  to  oppofe  our  commanders  and  troops,  ordered  for  that 
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**  f  yrpofe,  but  rather  tra£bibly  to  fubmlt  to  ou^  Government^ 
**  and  acknowledge  us  from  this  day  forward,  as  their  lawful 
''  King  and  Sovereign^  to  behave  like  loyal  and  obedient 
'^  fubjedls,  and  to  renounce  all  connexion  with  the  Crown  of 
"  Poland." 

Now,  after  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  wiQied  to  know  whe- 
ther any  robbery  that  had  been  committed  by  the  mod  dcfpe- 
rate  of  the  French,  or  whether  any  of  their  afts,  were  more  in- 
famous than  this  ?  Of  what  confequence  was  it  to  any  man 
whether  he  was  plundered  by  a  man  with  a  white  feather  in 
his  hat,  or  by  one  with  a  nightcap  on  his  head  ?  He  faid,  that 
if  there  could  be  any  difference,  the  folenmity  with  which  the 
thing  was  done  was  an  aggravation  of  the  infult.  The  poorer 
fort  of  the  French  could  plead  diftrefs,  and  could  alfo  iay  that 
they  had  endured  the  hardfhips,  the  toils,  and  the  perils  of  a 
winter  campaign.  But  here  was  nothing  but  a  naked  robbery^ 
without  any  part  taken  in  the  calamity  which  gave  birth  to  it* 
He  had  alluded  to  thefe  things  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
the  Minifier  an  opportunity  of  difapproving  of  them :  he  hoped 
he  fliould  not  hear  the  principle  avowed.  Crowned  heads,  he 
thought,  were  at  prefent  led  by  fome  fatal  infatuation  to  de* 
grade  themfelves  and  injure  mankind.  But  fome,  it  feems, 
fegard  any  atrocity  in  monarchs,  as  if  it  had  loft  its  nature  by 
not  being  committed  by  low  and  vulgar  agents.  A  head  with 
a  crown,  and  a  head  with  a  nightcap,  totally  altered  the  mo- 
ral quality  of  a&ions  —  robbery  was  no  longer  robbery — and 
death,  inflicted  by  a  head  wielding  a  pike  or  fwaying  a  fcepter, 
was  branded  as  murder  or  regarded  as  innocent.  This  was  a 
fatal  principle  to  mankind,  and  monftrous  in  the  extreme.  He 
had  lamented  early  the  change  of  political  fentiments  in  this 
country  which  indifpofed  Englifhmen  to  the  caufe  of  liberty. 
The  worft  part  of  the  Revolution  in  France  is,  that  they  have 
difgraced  the  caufe  they  pretended  to  fupport :  however,  none, 
he  was  perfuaded,  would  deny  that  it  was  highly  expedient  to 
know  the  extent  of  our  alliance  v/ith  powers  who  had  a6led  fo 
recently  in  the  manner  he  had  rcprefented,  and  to  have  the  ob- 
je£k  of  our  purfuit  in  this  war  diftindly  known.  The  Mi- 
nifter  may  perhaps  in  future  come  down  to  the  Houfe  and  fay 
he  is  forry,  but  it  has  become  highly  neceflfary  to  interfere  with 
the  power  of  Britain  farther,  as  the  crowned  la.iies  and  gen- 
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tiemen  of  Europe  cannot  agree  about  the  partition  of  France, 
or  that  Aich  a  difpofition  is  about  to  take  place,  that  we  (hall 
be  worfe  oiF  than  if  we  had  let  France  remain  as  it  was. 
Thofe  who  feared  the  attachment  of  men  to  French  principles, 
argued  wrong ;  from  the  effeS  of  the  experiment  they  would 
never  be  popular  ;  nothing  but  crimes  and  mifery  was  the  re- 
fult  of  all  the  accounts  from  that  country.     If  the  peafant  had 
been  reprefcntedhappy  and  contented,  dancing  in  his  vineyard, 
furrounded  with  a  profperous  and  innocent  family — ^if  fuch  ac- 
counts had  come,  their  principles  would  have  been  gladly  re- 
ceived ;  at  prefent  we  hear  of  nothing  but  want  and  carnage — 
very  unattradling  indeed.     More  danger,  he  thought,  arofe 
from  a  blind  attachment  to  power,  which  gains  fecurity  from 
the  many  evils  abounding  in  France.     On  the  fame  principle 
that  Pruffia  divided  Poland,  he  contended,  they  might  ad  here. 
They  declared  a  prevalence  of  French  principles  exifted  in  Po- 
land :  His  Majedy's  proclamation  aiferts  the  fame  here,  and  is 
therefore,  in  this  fenfe,  an  invitation  to  come  and  take  care  of 
us.    Could  fuch  defpots  love  the  free  conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try ?     On  the  contrary,  he  was  perfuadcd  that,  upon  the  very 
fame  principle  that  Poland  was  divided,  and  Dantzic  and 
Thorn  fubjugated,  England  itfelf  might  be  made  an  obje£l  for 
the  fame  fate  as  (bon  as  it  became  convenient  to  the  confede* 
rates  to  make  the  experiment :  he  would  defy  any  man  to  Ihcw 
the  principle  upon  which  a  difference  could  cxift  with  regard 
to  us  and  the  other  facrificed  countries  in  ths  wiflies  and  de- 
fires  of  the  combined  powers.     But  fuppodng  this  to  be  out  of 
all  qucftion,  and  that  this  country  had  nothing  to  dread  in  that 
refpeA,  and  that  all  Europe  had  nothing  to  look  to  but  the  ex* 
termination  of  the  French  principles,  how  would  the  prefent 
profpeft  of  our  fuccefs  then  ap|*  ar  ?     Could  we  entertain  fo 
vain  a  hope,  (indeed  he  was  alloniihcd  to  hear  it  even  hinted) 
that  the  French,  who  had  all  the  winter  been  lying  in  the  fnow 
foroe  times,  and  wading  up  to  their  necks  in  water  at  others, 
in  an  enemy's  country,  fighting  for  their  principles,  will,  in 
their  own,  fubmit  to  give  them  up  in  a  mild  feafon  ?     The 
thought  was  too  abfurd,  and  the  expcftation  too  extravagant, 
to  be  harboured  by  a  man  polfclled  of  a  fpark  or  rationality. 
It  was  upon  thcfc  grounds  he  afkcd  what  were  the  lengths  to 
which  Miniilcrs  intended  we  fhould  go  on  with  the  prefent 
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war.  From  all  the  circumftances  of  the  memorial  prefented 
by  Lord  Auckland  to  the  States  General,  and  the  dirpofitions 
of  our  allies,  as  indicated  by  their  late  condud,  it  behoved 
this  country  to  come  to  a  diftinft  underftanding  on  the  fubje£l 
of  the  nature  of  our  alliancesi  and  the  objeds  of  the  war. 
This,  he  thought,  would  beft  be  obtained  by  propofing  a  fo- 
lemn  diiavowal  and  reprobation  of  the  views  and  difpofitions 
indicated  in  the  memorial  of  Lord  Auckland,  and  a  condem- 
nation of  that  paper.  Our  fituation  required  him  to  be  expli- 
cit on  every  thing  that  excited  caution  ;  the  ftate  of  commer- 
cial credit  was  as  alarmitig  as  unexpeded ;  the  lift  of  bank- 
rupts was  unprecedented  —  as  many  as  five  hundred  commif- 
fions  had  iflued  in  the  fliort  fpace  of  time  the  prefent  Chan- 
cellor had  held  the  feals.  After  ten  years  peace,  we  had  not 
reached  our  peace  eftabliJhment,  and  our  revenue  had  never 
exceeded  feventeen  millions.  A  deficiency  in  our  revenue 
mud  now  be  expe£led,  and  he  had  heard  that  it  was  already 
perceptible  to  a  prodigious  extent.  He  hoped  he  (hould  not  be 
jneprefented  as  deprefling  our  fpirits,  and  raifing  thofe  of  our 
enemies.  In  making  thefe  obfervations  it  was  necefTary  to  be 
explicit,  and  not  to  under-ratc  the  difficulties  we  muft  of  ne- 
ccflity  encounter.  Mirilfters,  theref.^re,  (hould  not  be  too 
much  elated  at  the  great  and  unexpected  fuccefs  of  our  allies, 
and  enter  too  eafily  into  their  views;  on  the  contrary,  he 
wiflied  them  to  avail  themfelves  of  foj-tunate  occurrences  as 
fboD  as  poffible,  to  extricate  this  country  from  the  evils  of 
war.     He  concluded  with  moving, 

**  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to 
"  exprefs  to  His  Majefty  the  difpleafure  of  this  Houfe  at  a  cer- 
•*  tain  memorial,  dated  the  5th  of  April,  1793,  prefented  to  the 
"  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  figned  by  the  right 
*'  honourable  Lord  Auckland,  His  Majefty *s  Minifter  at  the 
**  Hague,  the  faid  memorial  containing  a  declaration  of  the 
**  following  tenor  :  —  *  Some  of  thefe  deteftable  regicides,' 
**  (meaning  by  this  expreffion  the  Commiflloners  of  the  Na- 
•*  tional  Convention  of  France,  delivered  to  Prince  Cobourg 
<*  by  General  Dumourier)  are  now  in  fuch  a  fituationjthat  they 
*'  can  be  fubjefled  to  the  fvvordof  the  law  ;  the  reft  are  ftill  in 
•*  the  midtt  of  a  people  whom  they  have  plunged  into  an  abyfs 
*'  of  evils,  and  for  whom  famine,  anarchy,  and  civil  war,  are 
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'*  about  to  prepare  new  calamities.  In  fborti  every  thing  that 
''  we  fee  happen  induces  us  to  confider  as  not  fax  diftant  the 
**  end  of  thefe  wretches,  whofe  madnefs  and  atrocities  have 
**  filled  with  horror  and  indignation  all  thofe  who  refpeft  the 
**  principles  of  religion,  morality,  and  humanity. 

**  The  underfigned,  therefore,  f jbmit  to  the  enlightened 
**  judgement  and  wildom  of  your  High  Mightinefles,  whether 
**  it  would  not  be  proper  to  employ  all  the  means  in  your 
**  power  to  prohibit  from  entering  your  dominions  in  Europe, 
<<  or  your  colonies,  all  thofe  Members  of  the  Aflfembly  Ailing 
**  itfelf  the  National  Convention,  or  of  the  pretended  Execu- 
'*  tive  Council,  who  were  diredly  or  indiredly  concerned  in 
'^  the  faid  crime ;  and  if  they  (hould  be  difcovered  and  arrefted, 
**  to  deliver  them  up  to  juftice,  that  they  may  ferve  as  a  leflbn 
**  and  example  ta  mankind.' 

^'  To  acquaint  His  Majefty  of  the  fenfe  of  this  Houfe,  that 
^*  the  faid  Miniiler,  in  making  this  declaration,  has  departed 
**  from  the  principles  upon  which  this  Houfe  was  induced  to 
**  concur  in  the  meafures  neccflary  for  the  fupport  of  the  war, 
**  in  which  the  Britifti  nation  is  at  prefent  unfortunately  en- 
<*  gaged,  and  has  announced  an  intention,  on  his  part,  incon- 
"  fiftent  with  the  repeated  aflurances  given  by  His  Majefty, 
«  that  he  would  not  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France; 
'<  and  for  which  declaration  this  Houfe  cannot  eafily  be 
<*  brought  to  believe  that  the  faid  Minifter  derived  any  autho* 
*'  rity  from  His  Majefty's  inftruftions.. 

**  Humbly  to  befeech  His  Majefty,  that  fo  much  of  the  faid 
**  memorial,  as  contains  the  declaration  above  recited,  may  be 
**  publicly  difavowed  by  His  Majefty,  as  containing  matter  in- 
*'  confiftent  with  the  wifdom  and  humanity  which  at  all  times 
**  have  diftinguiflied  the  Britilh  nation,  and  derogatory  to  the 
**  dignity  of  the  Crown  of  this  realm,  by  avowing  an  intention 
^*  to  interpofe  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France,  which  His  Ma- 
"  jefty  has,  in  fo  many  declarations,  difclaimed,  and  mingling 
**  purpofcs  of  vengeance  with  thofe  objc£ts  of  defence  and  fe- 
**  curity  to  ourfelves  and  our  allies  which  His  Majefty's  Mi^ 
"  nifters  have  fo  often  declared  to  be  the  fole  objeiSl  of  the  pre- 
*'  fcnt  war, 

"  To  reprefent  to  His  Majefty,  that  this  Houfe  has  already 
"  cxprcfled  its  fenfe  of  the  a£ts  fpoken  of  in  the  above  dcclaw* 
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^  rion  ;  but  that  as  neither  this,  nor  any  other  foreign  ftsibe^ 
"  can  poflefs  any  cognizance  or  jurifdiftion  refpefting  thein^ 
**  the  only  tendency  of  menaces  againft  their  perpetrators  is» 
"  to  compel  this  country  either  lusjuftifiably  to  carry  on  war 
**  for  the  fubverfionof  the  prcfent  Government  of  France,  or 
**  difgracefiiUy  to  feek  peace  by  an  ignominious. negociatioa 
"  with  the  very  Government  whom  we  have  thus  infulted  and 
<^  ftigmatifed  in  our  public  zAs. 

'*  That  thefe  threats  muft  tend  to  give  to  the  hoftilities  with 
"  which  Europe  is  now  afflifted  a  peculiar  barbarifm  and  fc- 
*'  rocity,  by  provoking  and  reviving  a  fyftem  of  retaliation  and 
•*  bloodlhedy  which  experience  of  its  deftruftive  tendency,. ho- 
*'  nour,  humanity,  and  religion,  have  combined  to  baniOi  from 
*•  the  praflice  of  civilifed  war. 

**  And  finally,  to  reprefent  to  His  Majefty  how  deeply  the 
*^  leputation  of  His  Majefty's  Counfels  is  interefled  in  jdif- 
**  claiming  thefe  unjuftifiable,  and,  we  trufl:,  unauthorifed  de* 
**  nunciations  of  vengeance,  fo  deftruftive  of  all  refpeft  for  the 
**  confiftency,  and  of  all  confidence  in  the  fincerity  of  the  pub- 
**  lie  ads  of  his  Minifters,  and  fo  mantfeftly  tending  at  once 
**  to  render  the  principle  of  the  war  unjuft,  the  conduct  of  hof- 
**  tilities  barbarous,  and  the  attainment  of  honourable  peace 
«  hopolefs." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITX  faW>  when  he  compared  the  notice 
which  had  been  given  by  the  honourable  gentleman  with  the 
fpeech  he  had  jufl  made  in  fupport  of  it,  he  was  aflured  he  muft 
ihew  great  difrcfpeft  to  his  known  talents,  when  he  declared 
his  aftonifhment  that  his  promifed  motion  for  a  removal,  and 
afterwards  for  an  impeachment  againft  Lord  Auckland,  was 
only  an  invedive  againft  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  and  the  Emperor ;  and  when  he  came  to  fpeak,  very 
Ihortly,  on  the  real  queftion,  he  made  a  direct  attack  on  His 
Majefty  and  the  Government  of  this  country,  on  that  Houfe, 
on  Parliament,  and  on  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  at  large. 
The  honourable  gentleman  objeSed  to  the  memorial  delivered 
by  Lord  Auckland  to  the  States  General,  becaufe,  he  faid,  it 
amounted  to  a  departure  from  the  principles  on  which  the  war, 
in  which  we  were  engaged,  was  commenced  ;  and  the  honou- 
l^ble  Member  contended,  from  the  words  of  the  memorial, 
diat  this  muft  either  be  a  w;ir  of  extermination,  or  that  we 
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muft  fubmit  to  a  difhonourable  peace.  Now  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  of  thefe  imputations  arofe  out  of  the  words  of  the 
memorial.  Was  there  one  word  in  the  memorial  that  con- 
veyed a  wi(h  that  the  war  ihould  be  carried  on  till  all  thofe  who 
had  any  concern  in  that  horrible  uSt  (the  execution  of  the  moft 
Chriftian  King)  (hould  be  brought  to  punifhment  ?  No;  there 
was  not.  That  there  (hould  be  made  an  example^  if  poflible^ 
of  thofe  who  were  guilty  of  that  horrid  aft,  he  believed  to  be 
the  general  and  flncere  wi(h  of  all  good  men  who  had  the 
,  frilalleft  concern  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind.  But  they  did 
not  engage  in  the  war  with  that  objeft.  Why  ?  Becaufe  they 
were  not  called  upon  to  execute  juftice  againft  them ;  and  be- 
caufe it  was  not  politic  to  enter  into  war  for  vengeance,  on  ac- 
count of  crimes  which  were  not  committed  in  this  coCintry. 
But,  although  this  was  not  the  profeffed  objeft  of  the  war,  they 
were  not  to  abate  in  their  vigilance  for  the  fafcty  of  mankind. 
And  as  this  was  one  of  the  mod  horrid  crimes,  it  ought  to  be 
made  a  fmgular  example  of  vindiftive  jultice ;  fo  that  even 
diftant  ages  might  feel  when  they  refle£led  on  this  horrid  ad. 
That  Houfe  had  agreed  to  afford  no  afliftance,  no  protedion 
to  thofe  who  ihould  be  guilty  of  it ;  and  this  was  done  before 
they  were  at  war  with  France,  even  before  they  knew  they 
Ihould  be  at,  war  with  that  nation  :  and  if  they  happened  to  be 
at  war  with  France  for  other  caufes,  was  it  lefs  proper  to  cx- 
prefs  their  juft  indignation,  which  they  might  have  done  in 
time  of  peace,  againfl  a  tranfadion  which  had  excited  the  de- 
tcftation  and  abhorrence  of  all  Europe  ?  Mr.  Pitt  obferved, 
that  gentlemen  were  continually  adverting  to  the  caufes  of 
their  entering  into  war,  and  confidering  what  degree  of  pro- 
vocation had  been  given  on  the  part  of  France  —  what  refenC- 
ment  and  outrage  committed  againft  ourfelves,  (hould  or  (hould 
not  induce  this  country  to  commence  a  war  againft  France. 
But  while  they  were  dlfcufling  that  principle,  the  circumftance 
that  arofe  was,  that  France  had  declared  war  againft  this 
country.  He  conceived  this  country  was  juftly  entitled  to 
proceed  on  the  war  againft  France,  to  repel  her  unjuft  attacks, 
and,  if  poftible,  to  cliaftife  and  to  puniih  her,  and  to  obtain 
indemnification  for  the  part,  and  fecurity  for  the  future. 
Thefe  were  the  principles  on  which  they  engaged  in  the  war. 
Tl.cfe  were  the  principles  they  muft  look  to  in  carrying  it  on. 
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and  which  they  muft  keep  in  view  at  its  condurion..  What 
was  there  in  this  memorial  that  had  varied  the  caufe  of  the 
war,  or  that  affe<aed  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  ?  Gentlemen 
£iidy  we  could  not  treat  with  thofe  whom  we  had  branded  with 
opprobrious  epithets.  If  that  was  matter  of  charge  againft 
Lord  Auckland,  it  was  alfo  a  charge  againft  that  Houfe,  and 
againft  every  man  who  had  concurred  with  that  declaration, 
from  which  no  man  could  withhold  his  confent  whofe  mind 
was  not  devoid  of  every  fentimenc  of  juftice,  humanity,  and 
religion.  Would  any  man  fay  that  the  a£t  of  delivering  up  to 
juftice  any  of  the  regicides  of  France  carried  a  ftronger  re* 
proach  than  the  language  contained  in  every  meflage  from  the 
Crown,  and  in  every  addrefs  which  had  taken  place  on  this 
fubje£L  It  would  be  matter  of  fmcere  lamentation  if  thofe 
who  had  been  guilty  of  that  a6l  remained  in  poifeflion  of  the 
fupreme  authority.  But  they  were  not  pledged  by  that  memo- 
rial to  more  than  they  were  by  their  own  determinations. 
The  memorial  did  not  ftate  that  we  muft  give  up  to  juftice 
eight  or  nine  millions  of  perfons  who  might  have  been  either 
dire£lly  or  indire6ily  confenting  to  the  execution  of  the  King, 
He  had  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  he  fuppofed  that  a  large 
part  of  the  natbn  did  not  confent  to  the  death  of  the  King. 
To  imagine  that  they  did,  he  conceived  contrary  to  all  proba^ 
bility.  He  could  not  poflibly  comprehend  how  it  could  be 
fuppofed  that  the  memorial  went  to  the  extermination  of  eight 
or  nine  millions  of  men,  when  there  was  not  one  word  faid  on 
the  fubjed.  He  faid  he  next  came  to  confider  what  the  mean* 
ing  of  that  paper  was  upon  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  to  fupport  a  criminal  accufation  againft  Lord  Auckland. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  extremely  minute  and  critical 
on  the  tranflation  of  a  particular  fentence  of  this  memorial. 
He  thought  it  would  not  be  very  juft,  on  the  dry  conftru(9:ion 
of  a  fentence,  to  vote  for  the  removal  of  the  noble  Lord,  and, 
fecondly,  to  impeach  him.  He  contended  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  rendered  the  moft  eiTential  fervices  both  to  his  own  coun* 
try  and  to  our  allies.  The  honourable  gentleman,  by  cavil- 
ling  about  the  words  of  a  tranflation,  contended,  that  the 
Commiifioners  were  to  be  delivered  up  to  inftant  juftice.  It 
^vas  obferved  in  the  memorial,  that  fome  of  thofe  who  were 
<:oncerned  in  the  death  of  the  King  were  now  in  a  ftluation 
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in  which  they  might  be  brought  undf  r  the  fword  of  the  law ; 
and  then  the  honourable  gentleman's  inuendo  was,  that  this 
meant  the  five  Commiffioncrs  who  were  fent  to  Maeflxicht. 
It  did  not  appear  that  they  were  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Dutch, 
nor  was  it  likely  that  they  would  ever  be  in  their  cuftody. 
But  .in  coaifequence  of  the  condiift  and  promifes  of  M.  Du* 
mourier,  it  was  very  generally  believed  that  a  Counter-Revo- 
lution  would  foon  take  place  in  France  ;  and  that  it  was  natu- 
ral that  fome  of  thofe  who  now  exercifcd  the  fupreme  autho- 
rity might  be  obliged  to  fly  into  this  country,  and  that  we 
ought  to  deliver  them  uptojuftice.  They  ought  not  to  im- 
pute blame  where  it  was  their  duty  to  acknowledge  merit,  nor 
ihould  they  follow  perfecution  where  they  ought  to  avow  gra- 
titude. The  natural  fenfe  of  this  memorial  was,  that  Lord 
Auckland  thought  that  fome  of  thofe  perfons  who  were  guilty 
of  the  murder  of  the  late  King  might  foon  be  in  a  fituation, 
if  there  was  a  Counter-Rcvolution  eftabliflicd,  and  tribunals 
of  juftice  erected,  to  be  brought  before  fuch  tribunals.  He 
did  not  mean  that  either  the  Dutch  or  the  Auflrians  were  to 
punlfh  the  French  regicides.  He  wiflied  to  know  what  Acre 
was  in  this  that  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  humanity,  and  to 
the  eftabliflied  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  ?  Who  wouU 
retradl  the  principles  upon  which  fuch  a  proceeding  is  found- 
ed P  In  the  cafe  of  a  crime  fo  horrid,  fo  extenfive  in  its  cod- 
fequences,  as  well  as  fo  dcteftable  in  its  nature,  it  was  the 
duty  of  indifferent  nations  to  make  thcmfelves  minifterial  in 
endeavouring  to  deliver  up  the  culprits  to  a  competent  tribunal 
for  difobeying  the  laws  of  their  country,  by  thofe  who  had  been 
lawfully  conftituied.  He  believed  there  were  fome  crimes 
merely  of  pofitive  inftitution,  in  which  we  ourfelvcs  had  gone 
to  the  extent  of  requiring  that  the  guilty  (hould  be  delivered  up. 
This  had  been  done  in  the  cafe  of  forgery,  as  well  as  of  other 
crimes,  though  he  believed  it  was  no  part  of  the  law  of  this 
country  to  deliver  up  criminals.  In  the  days  of  our  penitence 
in  this  country  a  memorable  fa£l  took  place,  which  had  fome 
fimilarity  to  the  prefent  fubjeft.  They  were  then  condenaning 
an  Ambaffador  of  England  for  having  fuggefted  the  idea  to  the 
Dutch,,  that  they  (hould  deliver  up  to  juftice  all  French  regi- 
cides that  were  found  in  their  dominions.  There  vras  a  time 
>vhcn  an  Englifli  Ambaflador  applied  to  the  States  General, 
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and  applied  with  efFe^^  to  deliver  up  foiiie  regicides.  To  this 
country  they  were  brought ;  iu  this  country  they  were  tried, 
and  in  this  country  they  were  executed.  They  would  be  guilty 
of  duplicity  if  they  were  to  accufe  Lord  Auckland,  who  had 
only  aded  on  their  own  principles,  which  had  been  previoudy 
declared  ;  and  when  they  were  dated,  there  was  not  found  a  ^ 
tongue  bold  enough  to  utter  a  word  againfl  them,  nor  a  heart 
obdurate,  enough  to  wi(h  to  oppofe  them.  Firft  of  all,,  it  was  » 
the  general  feeling  in  the  breads  of  men  of  honour,  that  thofe 
who  were  abfent  were  at  leaft  entitled  to  fome  degree  of  can- 
dour, and  to  fome  degree  of  proteflion  ;  and  more  particu*- 
larly  fo,  thofe  who  were  abfent  in  the  fervice  of  theiij  country. 
He  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  was  a  ground  to  exempt  a  jn'an 
from  puniflinient,  provided  crimes  liad  been  proved  againft 
him.  To  the  recent  fcrvices  of  the  perfon  who  was  the  fub- 
jed  of  this  accufation  this  country  was  confiderably  indebted, 
and  he  had  a  right  to  fay  that  this  proceeding  was  pregnant 
with  every  feeling  of  injuftice.  There  >vere  various  othei"  fub- 
jeds,  he  faidy  introduced  into  this  difcuflion,  and  which  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  purfue :  they  operated  deeply  in  his  mind, 
and  that  was,  what  could  be  the  inducement  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  bringing  forward  this  motion?  He  believed 
every  gentleman  put  that  quedion  to  his  own  mind.  .  He  had 
thought  upon  two  or  three  things,  but  none  of  them  was  a 
caufe  fufEcient  for  making  the  motion  :  what  appeared  on  the 
furfacCsWas^  that  this  was  a  motion  tocenfiure  Lord  Auckland 
for  having  preffcd  with  great  warmth  that,  on  the  very  fird  op- 
portunity, fome  means  might  be  taken  to  give  eiFeA  to  thofe 
fentiments  which  the  Parliament  and  the  Nation  had  exprefTed 
againd  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of  great  crimes.  He  could 
not  fuppofe  the,. honourable  gentleman  was  aduated -by  any 
perfonal  animofity,  becaufe  he*  had  dtfclaimed  all  fuch  mo- 
tives. He  could  not  fuppofe  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  been  heaping  up  fpleen  and  refentment  againd  an  indivi*. 
dual  for  feven  or  eight  years  till  he  had  an  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing it  forward.  He  could  not  fuppofe  it  was  brought  forward 
becaufe  the  noble  Lord  had  difcharged  his  duty  abroad  for  feven 
or  eight  years,  and  the  honourable  gentleman,  equally  per- 
forming his  duty,  had  counteracted  at  home  what  the  other  did 
abroad.  He  could  not  conceive  the  motion  was  brought  for- 
Vol.  XXXV.  R  r 
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ward  to  do  honour  to  the  noble  Lord,  or  that  it  proceeded  from 
generofity  or  friendfhip.    He  was  therefore,  perhaps,  Qot  for 
the  firft  time,  at  a  lofs  to  know  the  motives  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.     He  had  entered  into  a  fyftem  of  continental  poli- 
tics, and  not  applying  to  any  particular  queftton  but  in  a  way 
to  avoid  the  queftibn.    The  honourable  gentleman  wiflied  that 
wc  (hould  not  co-operate  with  other  powers  for  our  own  fafety, 
becaufe  in  another  quarter  fome  of  thofe  powers  might  have 
exercifed  meafures  in  which  we  had  taken  no  fliare,  or  given 
any  approbation  to.     He  was  pcrfeSly  ready  to  admit  that  un- 
juft  meafures  were  as  hofttle  to  his  mind  when  adopted  by 
crowned  heads,  as  when  they  were  adopted  on  the  part  of  a 
republic.     He  was  to  look  to  the  extent  of  the  world  at  large, 
and  to  compare  it  with  the  progrefs  of  that  fyftem,  which,  if  it 
had  not  been  in  part  checked  already,  and  if  it  (hould  not  be 
checked  by  their  perfcverance  in  future,  would  be  a  thoufand 
times  more  dangerous,  rife  as  high  as  you  pleafe,  fwell  the 
charge  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  heighten  the  pidure  as  much  as 
you  can,  than  all  the  dangers  which  could  poflibly  arife  from 
the  woift  fyftem^  of  ambition  that  were  ever  purfued.     The 
prefent  war  was  diredly  aimed  againd  your  independence,  your 
fecurity,  and  your  Conftitution.     It  was  a  fyftem  of  anarchy 
and  confufion,  and  he  did  not  with  to  dwell  upon  it.     Let  the 
prefent  partition  of  Poland  be  as  odious  as  it  m^ght,  (he  nor 
no  man  could  fpeak  of  it  without  difapprobationj  the  prefent 
partition  of  Poland  was  not  more  odious  than  the  laft ;  and 
though  the  Emprc/s  had  a  fliare  in  the  laft  partition,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  and  thofe  near  him,  did  not 
think  it  a  difgrace  for  this  country  to  be  conncfted  with  her. 
They  were  to  confult  their  own  fafety,  and  were  not  to  attend 
to  the  charafler  of  their  allies,  as  refulting  from  other  collate- 
ral points.     This  was  no  reafon  why  we  ftiould  not  co-operate 
to  a  juft  end,  to  refift  the  operation  of  French  power,  and  to 
carry  on  the  vrar  with  that  vigour  and  efFeft  which  might  lead 
to  the  conclufion  of  a  fure  and  honourable  peace,  ta  obtain  in- 
demnification for  ourfelves  for  the  paft  and  for  the  future,  ta 
have  a  reafonable  fecurity  for  ourfelves  and  for  the  reft  of  Eu- 
rope. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  at- 
tempted to  defend  the  memorial  on  the  only  ground  on  which 
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a  defence  could  have  been  expeded— on  its  want  of  any  defi« 
nite  meaning.  In  his  ufual  mode  of  alluding  to  paft  tranfac" 
tions  in  the  Houfe^  he  had  charged  his  honourable  friend  with 
patting  oiF  his  motion  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  new  ground, 
although  he  knew  that  his  honourable  friend  had  put  it  off  at 
the  requeft  of  friends  who  wifliefd  to  be  prefent  at  the  difcuf- 
fion,  and  who  could  not  attend  on  the  day  fdi  which  he  had 
firft  given  notice.  With  refpeA  to  the  motives  and  feelings 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  the  trouble  of 
imagining  for  his  honourable  friend  in  making  this  motion,  his 
honourable  friend  could  have  but  one  motive,  his  fenfe  of  pub- 
lic duty  ;  and  the  noble  Lord,  whofe  conduA  was  the  caufe  of 
it,  could  excite  no  feeling  but  of  the  mod  placid  and  moft  tran- 
quil nature.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  defended 
the  memorial  on  the  ground  of  its  meaning  nothing  at  all ;  but 
he  had  not  ventured  to  fay  that  it  had  no  reference  to  the  Com-* 
miflioncrsof  the  French  Convention  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Auftrians  by  Dumourier,  on  the  hopes  entertained  of  Dumou* 
rier's  plan.  The  memorial  faid,  that  thefe  Commiilioners 
were  in  a  fituation  to  be  fubjeSed  to  the  fword  of  the  law  :— 
to  what  fword — of  what  law  ?  To  the  fword  of  any  law 
which  thofe  to  whom  they  were  delivered,  not  as  prifoners, 
but  hoftages,  might  frame  for  their  execution  ?  If  it  meant 
to  tlie  fword  of  fome  law  to  be  revived  or  edabliftied  in  France, 
why  was  not  that  qualification  inferted  in  it  ?  ,  Lord  Auck* 
land's  communication  to  the  States  General  in  September  had 
never  received  the  fanftion  of  the  Houfc,  and  therefore  the 
Houfe  would  be  guilty  of  no  inconfiftency  in  condemning  it. 
The  purport  of  that  communication  was  fiinply,  that  if  any 
aS,  then  generally  apprehended  and  univerfally  deprecated, 
fliould  be  committed,  the  perpetrators  of  it  would  not  be  fheU 
tcred  from  the  laws  of  their  country  in  His  Majefty's  domi- 
nions. But  what  did  my  Lord  Auckland  ?  He,  not  as  a 
meafure  of  prevention,  not  as  a  warning  to  deter,  but  on  a 
principle  of  vengeance,  obvioufly  tending  to  provoke  retalia- 
tion, and,  in  the  very  firft  inftance,  to  endanger  the  lives  of 
the  furvivors  of  the  Royal  Family  of  France,  fuggefted  fub- 
jeding  to  the  fword  of  the  law  perfons  given  as  hoftages  for 
their  fafety.  What  was  the  motive  of  his  honourable  friend 
\n  moving  to  cenfui-e  this  conduft  ?     To  obtain  the  reproba- 
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tion  of  the  Houfe  againft  making  the  war  more  bloody^  and 
the  conteft  more  cruel.  If  the  condu£k  of  the  French  to 
Frenchmen  had  excited  abhorrence,  if  they  had  (hewn  a  difpo* 
fition  unjuftly  and  wantonly  to  (hed  blood,  now  was  the  time 
for  the  Houfe  to  (hew  deteftation  of  their  difpofltion  and  their 
pra<^ice,  by  exprefling  their  deteftation  of  this  memorial. 
Another  motive  for  his  honourable  friend's  motion  was,  to  ob- 
tain a  clear  and  explicit  declaration  of  the  fubjefi  of  the  war. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  this  was  wholly 
unconneflcd  with  the  internal  Government  of  France ;  but  at 
*  the  fame  time  he  expreffed  a  wifli  thit,  in  making  peace,  we 
might  not  have  to  treat  with  thofo  perfons  who  now  exercifed 
the  powers  of  Government  in  that  country.  The  real  objeA, 
according  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  was  to  obtain  an 
indemnification  for  their  unjuft  aggreflion,  and  fecurity  for  the 
peace  of  Europe  in  future.  From  this  he  learned  that  indem- 
nification and  fecuiity  nvight,  in  the  contemplation- of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  be  gained  from  thofe  malheureux^  whe^ 
ther  wretches  or  unhappy  perfons ;  for  to  (irive  them  from  the 
Government  was  not  an  objeft,  but  a  wi(b-  With  whom 
then,  when  the  hour  of  negociation  camc>  might  wc  have  to 
treat  ?  With  thofe  very  men  whom,  in  our  memorials  and 
public  a£ls,  we  were  now  ftigmatifing  with  every  vilifying  and 
opprobrious  epithet.  Hard  words  he  had  always  thought  im- 
prudent, more  efpecially  when  applied  to  perfons  of  whom  it 
was  pofGole  we  might  afterwards  have  occafion  to  fpeak  in  very 
different  terms.  With  thofe  very  perfons  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  treated  through  M.  Chauvelin,  and  had  boafled 
of  fending  in(lru£lions  to  Ix)rd  Auckland  to  treat  with  them, 
even  after  the  murder  of  the  King.  Would  the  right  honour** 
able  gentleman  now  refufc  to  treat  with  them,  if  an  occaiion, 
confiftent  with  the  avowed  objeft  of  the  war,  (hould  offer? 
No  fuch  declaration  would  he  venture  to  make.  Lord  Auck- 
land then,  if  he  (hould  be  continued  in  hisprefe'nt  fltuation, 
might  be,  from  local  circumftances,  the  moft  convenient  pcr- 
fon  to  employ  to  treat  with  them.  But  what  would  the 
Frenchman  fay  ?  Suppofing  him  to  forget  all  the  hard  words, 
all  the  odious  terms  formerly  applied  to  him,  he  would  very 
naturally  fay.  What!  treat  with  Lord  Auckland?  No;  ho 
has .  declared  he  will  hang  me  if  he  can  catch  me,  and  tbero- 
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fore  I  will  not  put  myfelf  in  his  power.  The  anfwcr  to  all 
this  was,  tha^  the  paper  was  9nly  the  too*fanguine  efTufion  of 
imaginary  fuccefs^  and  meant  only  that  when  a  tribunal  ihouid 
be  eftabliflied  in  France,  agreeable  to  the  fancy  of  the  com- 
bined powers,  the  Members  of  the  Convention  and  the  Exe* 
CTitive  Council  would  be  fubjefled  to  the  fword  of  the  law  — 
the  memorial  ought  to  have  Taid  fo ;  for  it  was  giving  but  lit* 
tic  encouragement  to  thofe  now  in  the  exercife  of  Government 
in  France  to  think  of  negociation,  to  tell  them  t,hat  to  get  hold 
of  them,  or  their  agents,  and  to  hang  them,  was  one  and  the 
fame  thing. 

His  honourable  friend  had  introduced  the  conduft  of  Rudia, 
Pruflfia,  and  the  Emperor,  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  treated  as  having  no  connection  with  the  fubjed. 
Was  it  indeed  fo  immaterial  ?  If  we  were  engaged  in  a  war 
on  the  ufual  principles  of  war,  the  caufe  afcertained  and  the 
obje6l  definite,  we  might  indeed  avail  our&lves  of  the  aflift- 
ance  of  powers  for  the  attainment  of  that  objefl;,  whofe  views 
were  very  different  from  our  own.  But  if,  as  the  memorial 
implied,  we  were  at  war  with  perfons,  not  with  the  nation, 
and  had  thrown  away  the  fcabbard,  it  was  of  great  importance 
to  confider  whether  or  not  their  objeft  was  the  fame  as  ours— 
whether,  while  our  aim  was  reparation  and  fecurity,  theirs 
was  not  aggrandizement ;  whether,  while  we  fought  only  to 
remove  certain  perfons  from  the  Government  of  France,  they 
did  not  look  to  the  partition  ?  Of  crowned  heads  it  was  al- 
ways his  practice  to  fpeak  with  refped ;  but  the  a£lions  of 
their  Cabinets  were  fair  matter  ofdifcuilion.  Under  this  qua* 
lification  he  had  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  the  late  condu£^ 
of  Ruflia  and  Piiiffia  was  ten  thoufand  times  more  reprehen- 
fiWe  than  any  part  of  the  conduft  of  France  towards  other  na* 
tions.  Of  the  former  partition  of  Poland  he  had  never  fpoken 
but  in  terms  of  reprobation ;  but  the  prefent  was  more  odious 
than  the  former,  inafmuch  as  it  was  marked  by  the  mod  fla» 
grant  breach  of  faith,  and  the  violation  of  the  mod  folemn  de* 
claratlons.  PruHfia,  it  was  notorious,  had  encouraged  the  re- 
volution in  Poland,  and  exprefled  the  mod  decided  approba- 
tion  of  feating  the  family  pf  Saxony  on  the  hereditary  throne. 
That  very  revolution,  was  now  nude  the  pretclext  for  enter- 
ing Poland,  and  forcibly  fcizing  on  Dantzic  and  Thorn.-— 
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Ruifia  entered  Poland,  declaring  that  her  only  ohjeSt  was  to 
reftore  the  republic  which  the  revolution!  haci  Tub  verted;  and 
having  gained  pofleflion  of  the  country,  in  contempt  of  all  her 
former  declarations,  fhc  proceeded  to  divide  it  with  Pruflia  aiid 
the  Emperor.  Strong,  however,  as  was  his  reprobation  of 
fuch  condud,  he  had  never  faid  that  we  ought  on  that  account 
torejedsH  ufeful alliance  with  either  of  thofe  powers;  but  that 
while  weprofeffcd  to  be  fighting  againllone  fpecies  of  tyranny, 
we  ought  to  be  careful  not  to  fet  up  another  tyranny  more  dan- 
gerous. What  was  the  anfwer  to  this?  Declamation  againfl 
the  horrid  tendency  of  French  principles,  the  fubverfion  of  all 
order,  and  the  introduftion  of  anarchy.  When  we  argued 
againft  principles,  let  us  not  confine  our  view  to  the  mifchief 
they  might  occafion,  but  confider  alfo  the  probability  of  their 
being  eftablifhed.  Were  three  or  four  maniacs  to  efcape  from 
Bedlam,  and  take  pofleflion  of  a  houfe,  the  mifchief  they 
would  do  in  it  woulcl  probably  be  much  greater  than  that  of  as 
many  robbers ;  but  people  knew  the  improbability  of  their  get- 
ting into  that  fiiuation,  and  very  properly  guarded  their  houfes, 
not  againft  madmen  from  Bedlam,  but  againft  robbers.  Juft 
fo  was  it  with  the  probability  of  French  principles  gaining  the 
afcendancy.  Anarchy,  if  it  could  be  introduced  into  other 
nations,  was  in  its  nature  temporary — defpotifm,  we  know  by 
fad  experience,  to  be  lafting ;  the  prefent  Emperor  was  but 
little  tried ;  but  if,  as  generally  happened,  the  fyftems  of  Ca- 
binets were  more  to  be  attended  to  than  the  chara&ers  of 
Princes,  we  had  feen  l;he  Cabinet  of  Vienna  repeatedly  pro- 
mifing  to  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  the  reftoration  of  their  an- 
cient Conftitution,  and  as  often  refufingto  fulfil  its  promife  ; 
we  had  feen  the  late  Emperor  promife  that  reftoration  under 
our  guarantee  as  the  price  of  their  return  to  allegiance ;  we  had 
feen  him  refufe  it  when  he  again  got  poiTeilion ;  we  had  feen 
Lord  Auckland  proteft  againft  the  refufal,  and  afterwards  moft 
ftiamefuUy  accede  to  it  ;  and  we  had  feen  the  Governors  of  the 
Netherlands  making  their  efcape  by  one  gate,  while  the 
French  were  entering  at  another,  declare  the  reftoration  of  that 
Conftitution  ;  as  if  the  moment  when  they  were  compelled  to 
fefign  poffeftion,  was  the  only  fit  moment -for  ^reftoring  the 
rights  of  thofe  whom  they  were  fent  to  govern.  If,  in  alV 
this,  there  were  any  fymptoms  of  good  faith  to  give  us  confix 
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dence,  the  I^rince  of  Saxe  Cobourg's  proclamatioiis.were  fuffi^ 
cicnt  to  dcftroy  it  all.  In  the  conduA  of  the  three  Courts^ 
we  fliould  find  all  the  crimes  of  France  towards  other  nations, 
committed  in  a  more  unjuftifiable  nrianner.  But  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  faid,  thefe  were  only  topics  to  induce  us 
to  refufe  the  affiftance  of  thofe  Courts.  If  the  objed  of  the 
war  werediftinft,  we  might  indeed  accept  of  their  affiftance 
with  fafety ;  but  while  all  was  doubt  and  uncertainty,  how 
could  we  pretend  to  know  what  were  their  views,  or  what 
they  expeded  as  the  price  of  their  affiftance?  We  were  now 
a£ling  in  concert  with  the  dividers  of  Poland. — We  ourfelves 
were  the  dividers  of  Poland ;  for  while  we  were  courting  them 
to  aid  us  in  a  war  againft  French  principles,  we  fumiflied  them 
with  the  pretext,  and  afforded  them  the  opportunity  of  divid* 
ing  Poland.  We  were  the  guarantees  of  Dantzic,  of  which 
Pruffia,  our  ally,  had  taken  pofleffion — faid  we  not,  when 
the  French  attempted  to  open  the  Scheldt,  that  we  were  the 
guarantees  of  the  exclufive  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  to  the 
Dutch? 

— — — •  Mutato  nomine  de  te 

Fabula  narratur.-: — ^ 

Pruflia  was  the  other  guarantee;  but  regarded  guarantees  a» 
little  as  the  French,  when  Dantzic  and  Thorn  were  to  be  an- 
nexed .  to  his  territories.  What  was  this  but  teaching  the 
people  that  the  profeffions  of  Courts  were  mere  delufions — that 
the  pretext  for  the  war  was  the  danger  from  French  power, 
and  French  principles ;  but  the  caufe,  to  gratify  the  ambition 
of  other  powers*  How  were  we  ever  to  make  peace,  when 
we  were  not  agreed  upon  the  terms  with  thofe  who  affifted  us 
in  the  war?  Regard  for  the  chriftian  religion  was  one  of  the 
reafons  alledged  for  dividing  Poland ;  regard  for  the  chriftian 
religion  might  be  alledged  for  dividing  France.  He  did  not 
underftand  that  we  paid  any  fubfidies^  and  in  one  point  of 
view  he  was  forry  for  it.  We  fliould  then  underftand  for 
what  we  had  engaged.  As  the  cafe  flood  at  prefent,  how  did 
we  know  what  Pruffia  or  the  Emperor  might  require  of  us? 
As  Ruffia  had  taken  part  of  Poland,  might  not  the  Emperor 
take  a  fancy  to  Bavaria  and  the  Palatinate?  And  thus  the  dif- 
ficulties of  making  peace  become  greater  than  thofe  of  carry- 
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ing  on  the  war.  Add  to  this,  that  if  rumour  or  regard  to  an- 
cient policy  could  be  tnifted,  Spain  would  not  confent  to  the 
difmemberment  of  France*  If  we  were  making  war  againft 
principles,  let  us  but  look  to  the-principles  of  the  two  Imperial 
Courts,  and  of  Pruflia,  and  we  fhould  find  them  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberty  and  peace  of  mankind,  than  even  thofe 
of  France.  The  mode  of  getting. out  of  this  fituation,  was, 
by  agreeing  to  the  addrefs,  cenfuring  Lord  Auckland,  and 
thus  convincing  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  that  we  would 
not  be  parties  to  their  plans  for  dividing  kingdoms.  It  was 
indeed  matter  of  great  doubt,  whether  or  not  peace  for  Europe 
could  now  be  obtained  for  any  great  length  of  time ;  the  en- 
couragement we  had  given  to  the  robbery  of  Poland,  might.be 
expeded  to  inflame  the  paflions  of  avarice  and  ambition. — 
There  was  however  one  nation,  viz.  Spain,  which  had  a  com^ 
mon  intereft  with  us,  and  with  which  he  wifhed  to  fee  a  cordial 
union  againft  the  dangerous  aggrandizement  of  the  Imperial 
Courts  and  Pruflia.  All  our  vi6tories  in  the  prefent  war  had 
been  obtained  by  their  arms  exclufively,  and  every  viftorygave 
frefli  caufe  of  jealoufy.  To  agree  to  the  addrefs  would  have 
another  good  effed — It  would  fatisfy  the  people,- that  the  rea- 
fons  for  the  war,  and  the  pretext,  were  the  fame ;  and  that 
there  was  not  one  language  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
another  for  the  Hague. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained,  that  although  indemnifi- 
cation for  an  unjuft  aggreflion,  and  future  fccuriiy,  were  the 
objeds  of  the  war,,  he  did  not  mean  to  fay^  that  if  an  opening^" 
for  removing  the  perfons  who  now  (cxercifed  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment in  France  from  that  fituation,  fhould  prefent  itfelf^ 
we  were  not  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  heunderftood  the  object  of  the  war  to  be  as 
ftated,  and  the  removal  of  the  perfons  who  now  exercifed  the 
powers  of  government  in  France  to  be  only  a  wi(h. 

The  queftion  being  loudly  called  for,  ftrangers  were  ordered 
to  withdi^w  ;  after  which, 

Mr.  eURWEN  congratulated  the  Houfe  on  the  effeft  of 
Mr.  Sheridan's  motion.  He  contended  that  the  objeS  of  it 
was  completely  gained  ;  that  Lord  Auckland's  memorial  had 
been  in  fubftance  difavowed  by  the  Minifterj  and  the  old 
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ground  of  the  war  again  brought  forward.  He  therefore  wilhcd 
much  that  Mr.  Sheridan  would  not  divide  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  indifferent  to  him  whether 
the  Houfe  divided  or  not.  He  certainly  confidered  the  main 
obje£t  he  had  in  view  as  completely  gained  in  the  Minifter's  ^ 
explicit  difavowal  of  the  principles  attempted  to  be  introduced 
into  the  war  by  Lord  Auckland,  which  mull  have  made  peace 
impoflible. 

Mr.  WHITMORE  infifted  that  the  Houfe  fliould  divide, 
bccaufe  he  had  no  faith  in  the  profeflion  of  Miniders. 

The  Houfe  divided  ; 

Ayes,  36;  Noes,  211. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday f  26th  AprlU 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  to  take  into  confidcration 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords  in  the  Traitorous  Cor- 
refpondence  bill, 

Mr.  STEEL  faid,  that  feveral  perfons  who  wilhed  to  dif- 
cufs  this  fubjeft  were  abfent,  on  account  of  a  Committee  up 
(lairs,  on  the  embarraflment  of  public  credit ;  he  fhould  there- 
fore move  that  this  order  be  difcharged  ;  which  being  done, 
the  difcuffion  was  appointed  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  CURWEN  moved,  ''  That  the  bill,  as  it  came  from 
**  the  Lords,  and  now  flood  for  difcuflion,  be  printed." 

Mr.  STEEL  oppofed  this  motion,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  9bjedion  made  the  other  day  to  that  propofition  was  fufB- 
cient.  He  faid  he  faw  no  ncceflity  for  printing  thefe  amend- 
ments. » 

Mr.  TAYLOR  faid,  that  the  reafon  for  moving  that  this 
bill  be  printed,  was  a  very  good  one  ;  for  the  bill  was  fo  ma- 
terially altered  by  the  Lords,  that  unlefs  each  Member  of  the 
Houfe  went  to  the  other  to  borrow  copies  of  their  Lordfliips, 
it  would  be  impoflible  to  form  an  adequate  opinion  of  the  bill. 
He  believed,  if  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  looked  ever  fo  at- 
tentively at  the  bill,  they  would  not,  except  as  matter  of  hiftory, 
know  it  to  be  the  fame  bill  as  that  which  was  fent  up  into  the 
Houfe  of  Peers. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  that  by  looking  at  the  bill,  there  was 
too  much  reafon  for  the  obfervation  df  the  honourable  gentle- 
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man  who  fpokc  lad,  and  he  tnuft  add,  that  unlefs  the  bill  was 
printed,  the  Houfe  could  not  pofltbly  underftand  the  amend* 
ments* 

Lord  GEORGE  CAVENDISH  faid,  that  confidcring  this 
bill  from  firft  to  laft,  it  was  the  moft  extraordinary  mcafure  he 
ever  faw  in  that  Houfe,  or  ever  heard  of.  Both  in  principle 
and  proviiion,  it  was  of  the  moft  alarming  charader  as  a  Ic- 
giflative  act.  It  ftnick  at  the  beft  and  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftituiion  of  this  country.  If  that  Houfe  were 
to  vote  upon  the  amendments  made  by  another  Houfe,  it  was 
fit  they  fliould  know  what  it  was  they  voted.  His  Lordfhip 
was  decidedly  in  favour  of  printing  this  bill,  as  a  thing  highly 
ncceffary. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  oppofed  the  motion  for  printing  the 
bill  ;  he  confidered  it  as  a  matter  of  delay. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  there  certainly  was  no  delay  in- 
tended by  this  motion,  nor  could  it  produce  any  \  for  the  bill 
might  be  printed  to-morrow,  and  would  be  ready  on  Monday, 
and  the  Houfe  knew  that  the  confideration  of  the  bill  was  al- 
ready deferred  to  that  day.  That  was  not  the  real  objcftion  to 
the  printing  of  the  bill.  The  truth  was,  that  certain  gentle- 
men wl(hed  it  fhould  not  be  printed,  in  order  that  it  (bould 
pafs  with  as  much  obfcurity  as  polTible. 

The  Houfe.  divided  ; 

For  the  printing,  16;  Againftit,  41. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday,  2()th  April. 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  on  the  bringing  up  of  the  report  of  Mr. 
Mudge's  petition,  (entered  into  the  general  merits  of  the  quef- 
tion  on  it ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  gave  a  hiftory  of  the 
cafe,  and  made  an  able  fpcech  in  favour  of  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  giving  public  encouragement  to  merit.  He  obviated 
all  the  objedions  which  he  had  heard  urged  againft  the  appli- 
cation of  Mr.  Mudge,  to  whom,  as  an  artift,  he  gave  the 
liighcfl:  charafter.  He  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  the 
"  report  now  before  the  Houfe  be  referred  to  the  confideration 
"  of  a  felcft  Committee,  to  examine  the  matter  contained 
**  in  it,  and  alfo  that  they  do  make  inquiry  into  the  principles 
•*  of  Mr.  Mudge  s  time-piece,  and  report  their  opinion  upon 
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"  the  merit  of  it  to  the  Houfe."  Mr.  Windham  gave  a  lift  of 
the  gemlcmen  whom  he  wifhed  to  compofe  that  Committee. 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Ryder,  Sir  George 
Shuckburgh,  Mr.  Gregor,  Mr.  Windham,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot, 
and  Mr.  Bragg. 

Mr.  WILBRAHAM  oppofed  the  motion,  upon  thegeneral 
ground  that  this  was  a  fubjecl  fit  for  the  inquiry  of  the  Board 
of  Longitude. 

Mr.  COURTENAY,  by  an  able  fpeech,  fupported  the 
motion. 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  oppofed  the  motion,  upon  the  idei 
that  it  would  be  an  improper  interference  of  the  Houfe  with 
the  affairs  of  the  executive  Power. 

Sir  G.  SHUCKBURGH  faid  a  few  words ;  after  which 
the  Houfe  divided ; 

For  the  motion,  loi  ;  Againft  it,  30. 

The  report  of  the  feleft  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  prefent  embarraiTment  of  the  commercial 
credit  in  this  country,  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt. 
It  detailed  the  information  given  by  different  gentlemen  who 
attended  the  Committee  for  that  purpofe;  all  agreeing  that 
fome  fpeedy  means  fhould  be  devifed  trt  fupport  the  general 
commercial  credit  of  the  country,  by  public  aid.  It  ftated, 
that  it  would  be  necelTary,  for  that  purpofe,  to  ilTue  Exchequer 
bills  for  five  millions,  at  twopence  halfpenny  per  cent,  per  day, 
&c.  &c.     The  report  being  read  at  the  table, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  (late 
of  the  commercial  credit  of  this  country  at  the  prefent  moment, 
which  the  Houfe  had  juft  heard  read  ;  he  faid  that  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  Houfe  was  deeply  impreflcd  with  the  import- 
ance of  the  fubjeft  of  the  report,  which  alluded  to  circumftanceft 
of  great  moment,  and  therefore  he  wifhed  that  the  report  (hould 
be  printed;  but  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  to  which  it  referred 
required  as  much  expedition  as  poffible,  he  fliould  fuggett  the 
propriety  of  its  being  taken  into  the  confideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe  to-morrow.  It  Ihould  be  printed 
fo  as  to  be  ready  to  be  delivered  to  each  Member  this  night  or 
early  in  the  morning,  fo  that  gentlemen  wifhing  to  make  them- 
felvcs  mailers  of  its  contents,  might  do  fo  before  the  fubje6b 
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was  brought  forward  for  the  difcuffion  of  the  Houfe.  He  then 
moved,  "  That  this  report  be  taken  into  confideration  to- 
*'  morrow." 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  ihe  expedition 
propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  bccaufe  he  had 
no  doubt  that  expedition  was  neceflary  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
this  country.    The  ftate  of  credit  was  alarming  indeed,  and  if 
he  could  aflent  to  any  mcafure  that  would  tend  to  relieve  it,  he 
could  not  think  that  fuch  a  meafure  could  be  too  much  accele- 
rated.   But  although  this  was  his  opinion,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  there  was  fome  degree  of  blame  on  thofe  who  had 
the  care  of  the  executive  Government,  with  refpeft  to  the  caufe 
ef  that  melancholy  report  which  the  Houfe  had  heard  read — 9, 
•  report  which  he  confidercd  as  the  knell  of  our  commerce.     He 
wiihed  to  call  to  gentlemen's  attention  and  reculleftion,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  alfo  to 
every  individual  in  that  Houfe  who  had  formed  an  opinion,  that 
the  paper  circulation  of  this  country,  through  the  medium  of 
country  banks,  would,  if  not  guarded  againft,  be  the  ruin  of 
our  paper  credit.   Perhaps  fome  of  thefe  gentlemen  would  now 
be  induced  to  a(k  the  Minifter,  why  fome  fuch  meafure  as  the 
prefent  had  not  been  fooner  brought  forward,  and  why  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not  long*  ago  moved  for  a 
Committee  fimilar  to  the  prefent  ?     If  he  were  aflced  why  he 
did  not  bring  it  forward  fooner,  or  any  other  perfon  thinking  as 
he  did,  the  anfwer  was  a  very  (hort  and  a  very  plain  one. — 
They  had  no  means  of  knowing  the  real  ftate  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency, but  the  Officers  of  Government  had  ;  they  might  know 
thefe  things  to  a  certain  extent,  from  the  number  of  ftamps  if- 
fued  for  the  purpofe  ;  and  they  might  kiiow,  particularly  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  from  a  book,  out  of  which  he 
had  quoted  fo  much,  (Dr.  Adam  Smith's,  on  the  Wealth  of 
Nations)  that  there  fliould  be  fome  balance  between  the  fpecie 
and  the  paper  currency  of  a  country.     Thefe  things  were  un- 
der the  knowledge  of  Government  completely,  as  far  as  re- 
garded the  great  public  paper  that  was  idued,  and  under  their 
control  too.     With  refpedl  to  the  inferior  paper,  that  muftbc 
got  at  by  applying  to  the  amount  of  that  miferable  fource  of 
revenue  adopted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  duty 
on  bills  and  notes.    Thefe  evils  had  been  obferved  by  him  and 
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by  others  on.  former  occaflons  ;  but  they  had  not  propofed  any 
remedy,  becaufe,  as  he  had  faid  before^  they  had  hot  complete 
information  upon  the  fubjed.  It  was  not  many  weeks  ago 
when  he  appealefl  to  that  Houfe  upon  what  he  thought  would 
be  the  effeS  of  the  prefcnt  war.  He  had  alked  what  would  be 
the  feeling  of  the  manufadlurcr — what  the  feeling  of  the  mer- 
chant— what  the  feeling  of  the  farmer — what  the  feeling  of  the 
mechanic  in  any  branch — what  the  feeling  of  the  labourer — 
what,  in  Ihort,  would  be  the  general  fcnfe  of  the  Public,  if 
this  war  was  carried  on  ?  Inftead  of  being  fairly  anfwered,  he 
was  received  as  if  he  had  uttered  treafon.  Now  he  would  aDc 
thefe  queftions  which  ought  before  to  have  been  anfwered.—- 
What  now  was  thought  of  this  war  ?  What  did  the  labourer, 
the  manufadurer,  and  all  ranks  of  people  now  fay  on  the  fub- 
jt&  ?  Was  it  now  popular  ?  He  was  confident  that  if  the  real 
fenfe  of  all  the  people  were  taken  at  this  hour,  a*  mighty  ma- 
jority of  them  would  declare  it  to  be  the  mod  unfortunate,  in* 
deed  calamitous,  event  this  country  had  ever  been  engaged  in. 
It  was  but  a  few  hours  ago  that  he  had  received  intelligence, 
that  one  manufadurer  in  the  weft  of  England  had  very  nearly 
been  compelled  to  ftop  the  whole  of  his  manufaflory,  the 
confequence  of  which  would  have  been,  that  three  thoufand 
perfons  employed  in  that  manufactory  muft  have  ftarved.  Mr. 
Jekyll  proceeded,  and  faid,  that  the  report  now  before  the 
Houfe  he  confidered  as  containing  matter  of  blame  to  His  Ma- 
jefty's.  Minifters,  who  muft  long  fmce  have  feen  the  calamities 
by  which  the  people  of  this  country  were  fo  juftly  alarmed  at 
this  awful  moment.  He  trufted  the  remedy,  late  as  it  came, 
would  be  the  beft  which  the  nature  of  things  was  capable  of  af- 
fording ;  but  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that  it  was  not,  on 
the  firft  view  of  it,  the  moft  rcfpe(ftable  thing  for. Government 
to  take  in  pledges  like  a  common  pawnbroker,  nor  would  it 
add  to  the  national  dignity  to  have  three  blue  i>alls  at  the  doer 
of  the  Comraiinoners  who  were  to  adl  under  the  propofed  plan, 
fhewing  that  they  were  to  take  in  pledges,  for  that  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  fpirit  of  the  prcfent  propofed  meafure.  He 
wHhed  the  whole  fcheme  might  not  appear  to  be  founded  on 
miftaken  principles  in  the  outfet,  and  attended  with  degradation 
in  the  future. 
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Mr.  DRAKE  juftificd  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
andvtrufted  that  the  meafure  now  propofed  would  be  adequate 
to  the  end  expcfted. 

Major  WHiTMORE  infifted  that  the  prefent  war  was  a 
very  unpopular  one-  He  was  proceeding  to  aik  Mr.  Chan* 
ccllor  Pitt  whether,  on  the  part  of  this  country,  a  treaty  was 
figned  with  the  Prince  of  Hede,  or  forae  German  Prince,  when 
he  was  reminded  by  the  Speaker  that  there  was  no  fubjeA  of 
that  nature  before  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,.  that  he  did  not  intend  to  make  aoy  oppoC- 
tion  to  going  into  the  propoftd  Committee;  but  if,  at  the 
prefent  moment,  he  forbore  to  do  fo,  he  trufted  that  would 
not  be  conftrued  into  his  giving  any  kind  of  allent  to  the  mea- 
fiirc.  He  agreed  with  his  honourable  friend  behind  him  (Mr, 
Jekyll)  that,  taking  the  evil  and  the  remedy  together,  it  in- 
volved matter  moil  important  to  the  country,  and  of  very  deli* 
cate  and  difficult  difcuiFion  :  it  feemed  to  him  a  bufinefs  of  a 
very  anomalous  nature :  nor  had  he  ever  heard  of  a  fyftem  in 
any  (hape  fimilar,  having  been  hitherto  adopted  or  thought  of. 
But,  although  he  could  not  feel  difpofed  to  give  it  his  aifent, 
yet  he  confeflfed,  that  under  the  prefent  mod  alarming  circum* 
(lances,  as  to  mercantile  credit,  he  wanted  nerves  to  give  it  a 
decided  oppofition.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  he  would  be  apt  to  be 
fomewhait  diffident  of  his  own  opinion,  if  oppofed  by  thofc  who 
had  occafion  to  beflow  more  time  and  attention  on  the  fubjed, 
for  whofe  opinions  he  entertained  refpeft,  and  who  might  be 
better  qualified  than  himfelf  to  form  a  judgement  as  to  the  pro- 
bable ciFeft  of  the  meafure  with  rcfpeft  to  commercial  credit : 
he  rofe,  therefore,  chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of  faying,  that  it 
did  by  no  means  appear  clear  to  him,  at  firft  fight,  that  the  re- 
medy propofed  would  be  efFeflual  for  the  purpofe  intended ; 
and  that,  as  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  meafure  of  veryconfi* 
derable  difficulty  and  danger — he  hoped  it  would  receive  a  ifull 
and  deliberate  difcuffion  when  brought  forward  to-morrow. 
Whether  the  prefent  calamitous  ftate  of  commercial  credit 
was  or  was  not  owing  to  the  war,  was  furely  a  matter  not 
capable  of  proof ;  but,  feeing  the  coincidence  betwixt  them  in 
point  of  time,  thofe  would  unqueflionably  be  rath,  on  the 
other  hand,  who  (hould  pretend  to  fay  decifively,  that  they 
}iave  been  totally  unconnefled.    lie  begged  to  warn  that  itoufe 
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and  the  PuUic,  that  there  ought  to  be  a  confiderable  degree  of 
confidence  as  to  the  good  effect  of  fuch  a  meafure  as  the  pre- 
tenx,  before  it  (hould  be  adopted :  if  the  Executive  Govern* 
ment  is  to  interfere  in  fuch  a  cafe,  may  you  not  be  beginnings 
a  fyftcm,  where  you  do  not  fee  the  end  of  it  ?  If  the  fum  now 
propofed  to  be  raifed  (hould  be  found  infufficient — are  you  to 
flop?  Thefe  were  points  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
and  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  very  ferious  moment :  he  confefled 
he  felt  a  reluftance  to  a  meafure  fo  novel  and  important,  and 
he  trufted  that  every  poflible  information  would  be  brought 
forward  upon  the  fubjeS.  As  it  was  to  come  urKier  confide- 
ration to-morrow,  he  knew  it  was  not  neceflary  to  debate  it 
then;  but  he  wiflicd  to  throw  out,  in  general,  fuch  obferva- 
tions  as  (Iruck  him.  Government  would  not  furely  make  any 
advances,  without  fufficient  pledge  or  fecurity ;  and  if  fo,  he 
would  wi(h  to  know,  why  the  Bank  of  England  (hould  not  do 
what  was  now  propofed  to  be  done  for  them  ?  It  was  their 
intereft  to  ufe  their  money  to  advantage ;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
it  would  be  their  wi(h  to  fupport  general  credit.  There  were, 
however*  other  difficulties,  and  thofe  of  another  kind ;  Confti- 
tutional  difficukies  as  well  as  commercial  ones.  The  ap- 
pointment of  ^he  CommifTiorjers  would  neceflfarily  create  a 
great  and  new  influence;  their  powers,  like  all  other  powers, 
muft  be  liable  to  abufe ;  and  of  fuch  a  poflible  abufe,  how 
dreadful  would  be  the,  confequence  ?  For  all  the  commercial 
houfes  in  the  kingdom  muft  neceifarily  be  under  the  power  of 
that  commiflion.  In  fuch  cafe,  whatever  confidence  may  be 
.  repofed  in  thofe  gentlemen  who  may  be  appointed  Commif- 
fioners,  there  mufl  (till  be  a  degree  of  jealoufy:  and,  ad- 
mitting that  every  poflible  meafure  (hould  be  taken  to  obviate 
any  danger  which  may  arife,  either  from  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ing thefe  Commi(fioners,  or  from  the  exercife  of  their  power  ; 
there  would  neceffarily  remain,  after  all,  a  degree  of  power  at 
which  a  free  Conftitution  muft  tremble.  He  was  afraid,  too, 
of  the  connexion  which  this  meafure  would  introduce,  betwixt 
Government  and  the  trading  and  mercantile  interefts  of  the 
country,  becaufe  he  had  ever  held  it  to  be  a  juft  principle, 
and  one  univerfally  laid  down,  that  commerce  will  flourifli, 
not  in  proportion  to  its  connedlion  with,  but  to  its  feparation 
from,   the  Executive  Government.     He  concluded  with  re- 
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peating,  that  he  trufted  the  meafure  would  not  be  adopted,  un* 
kfs  it  (hould  appear  abfolutely  ncceflfary  y  that,  if  it  fliould  ap- 
pear neceflary,  every  poffible  attention  would  be  paid  to  it,  in 
its  progrefs,  fo  as  to  render  it  as  little  obje6lionable  as  poffible ; 
and  that,  at  all  events,  proper  provifion  would  b^made  to  ren- 
der it  only  a  temporary  expedient — to  continue  only  during  the 
urgency  of  the  prefent  preffure. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  certainly  conceived  it 
would  be  more  fatisfadory  to  delay  going  at  all  into  difcuffion 
on  the  fubjed,  till  it  fhould  come  properly  under  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  Houfe  to-morrow ;  and  he  felt  the  lefs  inclined 
to  enter  into  any  fuch  difcuffion,  becaufe  no  oppofition  feemed 
to  be  given  to  the  going  into  it  on  fo  early  a  day  as  to-morrow. 
He  proceeded  lo  ftate  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Committee 
as  to  the  great  importance  of  difpatch ;  this  he  did  not  ftate, 
with  any  view  to  prevent  that  full  difcuffion  which  the  impor* 
tance  of  the  fubjeft  certainly  required,  or  to  fay  that  it  might 
not  be  flopped,  if  it  fhould  be  thought  wrong ;  but  for  the  folc 
purpofe  of  impreffing  on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  how  neceflary 
it  was  that  it  ihould  be  expedited  without  delay,  in  cafe  it  fhould 
ultimately  appear  to  be  right.  The  fubje<ft  was  undoubtedly 
important,  and  he  wifhed  the  real  extent  of  the  danger  to  be 
felt,  with  the  view  of  leading  to  an  efFe£lual  remedy :  he  was 
happy  to  fay,  that  he  had  the  utmod  confidence  .that  an  expe- 
ditious and  effedual  remedy  may  be  appl  ied*  On  fbme  accafions 
the  urgency  of  particular  inflances  muft  outweigh  general  prin- 
ciples, and  the  prefent  was  of  that  kind.  It  had  been  faid, 
that  trade  befl  floiirifhes  when  disjoined  from  and  unconne&ed 
with  Government ;  but  it  ought  here  to  be  diftinguifhed,  that 
no  control  over  the  operations  of  trade  is  propofed,  but  only 
that,  by  a  temporary  advance,  the  credit  of  the  merchant  tnay^- 
be  fupported,  and  the  means  afforded  him  of  carrying  on  his 
own  fchemes  in  his  own  way;  nor  is  any  facility  afforded  to 
rafh  or  wanton  fpsculations.  He  concluded  wilh  again  men- 
tioning the  neceffity  of  difpatch. 

Mr.  GREY  admitted  that  if  the  meafure  was  at  all  advife- 
able,  much  of  its  efficacy  would  probably  depend  on  the  dif- 
patch with  which  it  fhould  be  carried  through ;  and  he  was  per- 
fuaded  that,  were  it  once  entered  upon  by  the  Houfe,  no  dili- 
gence would  be  wanting  in  the  difcuffion ;  but,  as  the  report 
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was  of  coHfldeiable  length  and  QOt  yet  printed,  he  begged  leave 
to  put  it  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whether  it  was 
not  rather  too  early  to  take  ft  into  confid:;ration  next  day ;  or 
whether  gentlemen  could  betwixt  this  and  that  time,  pay  fuffi- 
cient  attention  to  the  fubjc£l  ?  And,  when  up,  he  would  take  the 
opportunity  of  giving  his  opinion  ftrongly  againft  the  propofal, 
on  the  fame  ground  with  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr, 
Fox)  as  creating  a  new  fpecies  of  influence.  If  relief  was  to 
be  afibrded,  this  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  the  proper  means 
of  giving  it.  Why  does  not  the  Bank  interfere  ?  Is  it  that 
they  think  it  unfafe  to  do  fo  ?  And,  if  fo,  is  Government  to 
do  what  the  Bank  does  not  think  fafe  ?  He  was,  however^ 
more  inclined  to  believe,  that,  from  particular  circumftances, 
the  Bank  may  not  be  able  to  afford  it,  probably  from  having 
too  great  a  load  of  Exchequer  bills  already  ;  and,  if  that  is  the 
cafe,  would  it  not  be  better  to  pay  off  part  of  thefe  Exchequer 
bills? 

Mr.  MONTAGUE  thought  the  queftion  was  not,  whether 
the  relief  propofed  was  unobje£bionabIe  in  all  its  parts,  but 
whether  fome  mode  of  relief  was  not  abfolutely  neceffary,  and 
this  the  bert  that  could  be  devifed  ?  He  was  therefore  in  favour 
of  the  propofition. 

Mr.  THORNTON  faid,  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, who  were  unanimous  in  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  meafure,  and  as  to  its  efficacy,  if  carried  through  with  dif- 
patch.  Two  honourable  gentlemen  had  faid  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  h4ve  interfered.  The  Bank 
had  ftepped  forward  in  the  mode  of  difcount ;  but  it  never  had 
been  their  cuftom  to  advance  money  on  mortgages,  or  on  the 
fjpecies  of  fecurity  which  is  now  pointed  out,  not  from  any 
doubt  of  the  fecurity,  but  becaufe  they  found  an  ample  de- 
mand for  their  money  in  the  way  of  difcounts. 

The  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  taking 
the  report  into  confideration  to-morrow,  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved,  that  the  order  of 
the  day  for  taking  into  confederation  the  amendments  made 
in  the  Traitorous  Correfpondence  bill,  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
ihould  be  read ;  which  being  done, 

Mr.  FOX  rofe  and  ftatcd,  that  confidering  the  hour  of  the 
^ght,  and  the  naturo  of  the  alterations  made  by  the  Lords — 
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Itnd  particularly  the  importance  of  the  bufinefs  now  fixed  for 
to-morrow,  and  the  length  of  the  report  which  it  would  be  ne. 
celTary  for  gentlemen  to  read — he  truiled  gentlemen,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  would  not  be  difpoled  to  prefs  the 
proceeding  then,  to  take  thefe  amendments  into  conflderation ; 
and  he  would  therefore  move,  that  the  confideratiqu  of  them 
{hould  be  deferred  to  Wednefday  next,  or  fome  other  eady 
day. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  had  no  other  objc<Elion  to  the  delay 
propofed,  except  a  difficulty  in  point  of  form,  as  to  altering, 
by  an  amendment,  the  date  from  which  the  acl  is  to  take  place 
/being  the  ift  of  May) ;  which,  in  that  cafe,  it  would  be  ne^ 
ceflary  to  do ;  and  as  this  could  only  be  done  by  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment  made  by  the  Lords,  the  wqr4  "  firft'*  muft 
necefTarily  be  retained* 

The  SPEAKER  confeffed  the  difficulty  was  rather  embar^ 
raffing,  but  faid,  that  by  the  addition  of  the  word  twenty,  it 
might  be  made  the  21  (1  of  May. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  could  not  agree  to  fo  late  a  period, 
l^ut  thinking  that  the  amendment  might  be  made  by  making 
the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  ad,  "  The  firft  Tuefday 
**  or  Wednefday  after  the  if|  of  May,"  he  acquiefced  in  the 
delay  propofed  by  Mr.  Foj^ ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  amend-, 
ments  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  (hould  be  taken  into  con- 
iideration  on  Wednefday  next. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuejday^  loih  April. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Sele^ 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  (late  of  the  commer- 
cial credit  of  the  country,  being  read, 

Mr.  JEKYLL  rofe,  and  faid,  he  hoped  that  he  was  un- 
derfiood  to  have,  in  conjunftion  with  every  other  perfon  in 
that  Houfe,  the  moft  earneft  folicitude,  that  the  utmoft  expe-^ 
dition  (hould  be  ufed  in  tracing  the  recent  failures  to  their 
fources,  and  applying  a  remedy  to  the  mifchief,  if  poflible. 
He  obferved^  that  it  was  expe6led  that  the  Seled  Committee 
would  make  fome  fumre  reports  in  their  progrefs  in  the  bufi- 
nefs; and  that  being  the  cafe,  he  wifhed  to  know,  whether 
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the  (late  of  the  coin,  and  the  fcarcity  of  it,  was  to  make  any 
part  of  their  future  inquiry  r  He  was  induced  to  aflc  this  quef- 
tion  from  the  perfuafion,  that  to  the  badnefs  and  fcardty  of 
current  coin  in  the  country,  the  prefent  calamitous  drcum* 
dances  were  in  a  great  meafure  tp  be  attributed* 

The  SPEAKER  rofe,  and  informed  the  hohourable  Mem- 
ber, that  the  queflion  now  was,  whether  he  fliould  leave  the 
chair? 

Mr,  JEKYLL  faid,  that  what  he  had  to  offer  could  nof, 
with  fo  great  propriety,  come  before  tlje  Houfe  when  in  a 
G>mniittee.  He  therefore  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  the  coun- 
terfeiting of  the  coin  exifted  to  a  moft  enormous  degree,  par* 
ticularly  in  (hillings  and  (ixpences,  the  former  of  which* 
when  aifayed,  "were  30  per  cent,  under  current  value,  and  the 
latter  above  40  per  cent. ;  for  200  (ixpences  went  to  a  pound, 
whereas  there  (hould  not  be  above  144.  H^  (lated,  that  he 
had  heard  it  faid,  that  the  coin  of  the  country  was  exported 
fince  the  war  to  the  amount  of  io,oooL  a  week.  And  he  con* 
eluded  by  faying,  that  as  it  had  been  afcertained  that  there  was 
not  above  thirty  millions  of  fpecie  to  be  met  with  in  the  king- 
dom, a  run  on  the  Bank,  fuch  as  might  poflibly  come  upon  it^ 
would  entirdy  ruin  the  country. 

Mr..  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  that  it  was  a  fcarcity  of 
credit,  not  of  coin,  that  occafioned  the  prefent  breach  in  the 
commercial  credit  of  the  country.  As  a  proof  of  this  he  (lated, 
that  if  bills  to  any  amount  were  brought  to  the  Bank,  they 
were  immediately  paid  in  guineas. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  upon  the  report. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  after  the  preliminary  ob- 
fervations  he  had  made  laft  night,  he  (hould  not  enter  into  any 
argument ;  but  referring  to  the  report  on  the  table,  which  he 
trufted  gentlemen  had  carefully  confidered,  moved  '<  That  his 
**  Majefty  (hould  be  enabled  to  direA  that  Exchequer  bills  to 
**  the  amount  of  five  millions  be  ilTued  to  Commiflioners  to  be 
*^  by  them  laid  out  under  certain  regulations  and  reftri^ions, 
'^  for  the  affiftance  and  accommodation  of  fuchperfonsas'may 
<^  apply  for  it,  and -who  ftall  give  to  fuch  Commi(fioners 
^  proper  fecurity  for  the  fums  that  may  be  advanced,  for  a 
*<  time  to  be  limited.'' 
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The  following  is  an  extrad  from  the  report : 

*•  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  laid  before  the  Committee, 
a  paper  which  had  been  delivered  to  him  on  the  23d  inllant,  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Mr.  Bofanquct ;  which  is  infcried  in  the  appendix 
to  this  report.     He  alfo  ftatcd  to  the  Committee,  the  circumftances 
which  had  led  to  this  paper  being  drawn  up :  That  he  had  received 
reprefcntaticns  from  many  ditFerent  quarters,  which  induced  him  to 
believe,' that  the  failures  which  had  taken  place,  had  begun  by  a 
run  on  thofe  houfes  who  hadilTued  circulating  paper,  without  being 
poflellcd  of  fufficient  capital;  but  that  the  conlequences  had  foou 
extended  thcmfelves  fo  tar  as  to  affedl  many  houfes  of  great  folidity, 
and  polIeiFcd  of  funds  ultimately  much  more  than  fufficient  to  anfwer 
all  demands  upon  them ;  tat  which  had  not  the  means  of  converting 
thofe  funds  into  money,  or  negociablc  fecuriticg,  in  time  to  meet 
the  prcfFure  of  the  moment — That  the  fudden  difcredit  of  a  condder- 
ablequantity  of  paper,  which  hadbccnifTued  by  different  banks,  in 
itfck  produced  a  denccency  of  the  circulating  medium,  which  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  things  could  not  be  immediately  replaced ;  at>d 
that  this  deficiency  occanoned  material  inconvenience  in  mercantile 
trnnfadtions— That  in  addition  to  this  immediate  effe<5t,  thefe  circum- 
ftances  alfo  were  reprefented  to  have  induced  bankers  and  others  to 
keep  in  their  hands  a  greater  c^uantity  of  money  than  they  thought 
fieccflary  in  the  ufual  train  ot  bulinefs,  and  that  large  lums  were 
thus  kept  out  of  circCilation,  and  great  difficulty  arofe  in  procuritf^ 
the  ufual  advances  on  bills  of  exchange,  particularly  thofe  of  a  long 
date — That  many  pcrfons  were  faid  to  be  poifeired  of  large  flocks  of 
goodi  which  they  could  not  at  prefent  difpofe  of,  and  on  the  credit 
•f  which  they  could  not  raife  money — That  this  occaiioned  anr  in- 
terruption of  the  ufual  orders  to  manufacturers ;  which  eirctnnftance^ 
together  with  the  interruption  of  the  means  by  which  they  were  en- 
abled to  make  their  weekly  payments,  tended  to  prevent  the  employ- 
ment of  a  number  of  perlbns  engaged  in  different  manufactures — 
That  thefe  evils  were  reprefented  as  likely  rapidly  to  increafe  to  a 
very  ferious  extent,  if  fome  extraordinary  means  were  not  adopted  to 
hi^ort  credit  ahd  circulation — That  in  confequence  of  thefe  repre- 
fcntations,  he  had  defired  a  tneciing  of  different  gentlemen,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  bcfb  information  in  his  power,  refpeding  the  extent 
of  the  evil,  and  the  poffibility  and  propriety  of  any  meafurc  to  re- 
medy it — That  after  much  dilcuffion,  all  the  gentlemen  prcfenc 
feemed  to  agree  in  a  very  flrong  opinion  of  the  extent  of  the  evil, 
though  many  -objcd^ions  at  firft  occurred  to  any  plan  for  remedyinr 
it — That  in  the  refult,  it  was  agreed  to  dciire  the  gentlemen,  who^ 
names  were  mentioned  in  the  paper  now  delivered,  to  meet  the  next 
day  at  the  Manfion  Houfe^  to  confider  more  panicularly  the  pro- 
poful  for  the  iffue  of  Exchec^uer  bills^  to  a  certain  amount,  to  be 
advanced  under  proper  regulations,  for  the  accommodation  of  fuch 
perfent  as  might  apply  for  the  fame,  and  Irkewife  the  objedMons  to 
wJmcH  fuch  a  propofal  might  be  liable— And  that  the  paper  which  he 
bail -bid  before  the  Committee,  contained  the  opinion  of  the  fecond 
meeting. 

'*  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  alfo  gave  an  account  to  the 
Committee  of  an  application  that  had  come  within  his  knowledge  for 
the  accommodation  and  fupportofa  houfe  conneded  with  a  very 
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important  maDi(fa£lunng  diilri£V.  That  the  fum  wanted  fior  the 
fupportand  accommodation  of  this  Houfe  was  comparatively  fmall, 
and  the  fccurity  propoied,  as  he, had  undcrfiood  frorp  very  good  au- 
thority, was  admitted  to  be  unqucllionablc  ;  but  that  the  applica'- 
tion  had  hitherto  been  inefiectual. 

••  The  Lord  Mayor  informed  the  Committee,  that,  in  conformity 
to  the  flatement  mentioned  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
eleven  gentlemen  met  at  the  Manfion  Houfe  on  the  23d,  fclcded 
priccipaUy  from  that  part  of  the  preceding  meeting,  who  had  cx- 
preflcd  the  greated  di$culties  in  fmding  out  a  remedy ;  and,  after  a 
long  difcuffion  upon  the  fubjedt,  they  unanimojfly  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  interpoiition  of  Parliament  was  neceflary ;  and  that  an  iflbe* 
of  Exchequer  bills,  under  certain  regulations  and  flipulaiious^  was 
the  bed  practicable  ren^dy. 

•*  Your  Committee  ahb  received  information  from  Mr.  Thorn- 
Ion,  Mr^  Alderman  Anderfon,  and  Mr.  Chiiwell,  Members  of  this 
Committee^  with  rcfped  to  inllance^  which  had  i^Uen  under  their 
peribnal  obfervarion^  to  the  following  efied  : 

•*  Mr,  Thornton  rcprcfcnteJ,  that  he  was  at  this  time  acquainted 
with  the  Otuation  of  live  or  fix  mercantile  houfes,  who  were  in  the 
poflcffion  of  large  quantities  of  goodb,  the  produce  of  which  would 
glrc  them  efre(5tual  relief^  but  that  owing  to  the  ilagnation  of  trade,. 
and  the  impolfibility  of  converting  thefe  goods  into  money,  the 
houfes  in  qucftion  were  under  very  great  appreheufion  of  being 
fliortly  obliged  to  tlop  payment. 

**  He  informed  the  Committee,  that  he  was  lately  appointed  a 
truftee  for  liquidating  the  concerns  of  a  houfe  in  London^  with  ez- 
tCRfive  connections  in  the  country,  that  hud  been  obliged  to  fui^ 
pend  its  payments.  That  after  the  intervention  of  about  three 
weeks,  it  haci  been  enabled  to  pay  its  acceptances,  and  within  twelve 
months  would  difcharge  all  its  debts ;  and  that  the  partners  had  a 
rcafonable  expectation  of  retaining  a  furplus  of  ioo,oool.  And  if 
they  bad  had  the  opportunity  of  railing  only  a  moderate  fum  of 
money  on  the  fecurities  which  they  held,  the  calamity  that  bcfei 
them,  and  their  connections,  might  have  been  averted. 

^*  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon  informed  the  Committee,  that  it  had 
fallen  under  his  own  perfonal  knowledge,  that  feven  mercantile 
houfes,  of  known  and  undoubted  property,  and  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  goods  on  hand,  now  not  fuleable,  are  brought  to  very  great 
diitrefs  from  the  fcarcity  of  money,  and  will  not  be  able  to  make 
good  their  payments,  if  not  affiled ;  which  would  prove  of  very  fe- 
lious  confequence  to  many  other  merchants  and  manufacturers,  to 
whom  they  (tand  indebted. 

**  Mr.  Chifwell  flated,  that  the  prefent  mercantile  diftrcfs  arofe 
from  an  alarming  ilagnation  of  credit,  which  on  his  knowledge  had 
reduced  eight  houfes  of  knoivn  and  large  property  to  (lop  their  pay- 
ments. That  he  alfo  knew  others  of  the  fame  defcription,  who  baV6 
had  temporary  aifidance  from  him  and  others,  but  which  will  be  in- 
eiFeCtu;il,  if  they  are  not  ferther  relieved  in  a  ihort  time.  He  alfo 
ibted,  that  various  applications  had  been  made  to  him  from  diiU;- 
rent  houfes  of  undoubted  and  very  cbniidcrable  capitals,  which  in 
•rdinary  times,  or  even  in  times  of  prefTure,  he  would  have  allilled ; 
and  that  he  is  now  only  withheld  by  the  uncertainty  to  what  extent 
the  mifchicf  may  increafe  from  tUe  prefent  unexampled  general 
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alarm  and  wai\t  of  credit.  He  alfo  farther  dated,  that  if  thofe 
houfes  were  not  ailifted,  the  confequence  would  be,  the  immediate 
failure  of  many  others  of  good  credit  and  fortune  dependant  on 
them. 

**  Your  Committee  underflanding  that  Mr.  Gilbert  Innes,  a 
Director  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  was  at  prefent  in  London, 
defired  his  attendance,  and  received  information  from  him  to  the 
following  effcft. 

**  That  as  a  DiTt6!toT  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  he  has  had 
many  occafions  to  judge  of  the  prefent  date  of  commercial  credit  m 
Scotland. 

«*  That  the  country  is  in  very  great  diftrcft  ;  and  the  two  char* 
tered  banks  will  not  be  able  much  longer,  with  pudence  to  them- 
felves,  to  furniOi  the  accommodation  and  fupport  neceffary  to  diSe« 
rent  mercantile  and  man ufa^u ring  houfes,  nor  to  the  country 
Bank» ;  and  if  fomething  is  not  immediately  done  by  Government, 
a  very  general  failure  may  be  expe£led;  and  that  many  houfes  with 
undoubted  effc^^s,  and  who  would  ultimately  pa^^  all  demands 
againfl  them,  will  be  involved,  unkfs  they  can  obtain  a  temporary 
relief. 

*•  There  have  been  feveral  failures,  and  a  very  confiderabk  one 
lately,  which  is  conne£led  with  manufadurers  who  may  ultimately 
be  involved,  and  where  feven  or  eight  hundred  perfons  are  now  em* 
ployed. 

**  The  effed  of  thefe  failures  in  his  opinion  mud  occasion  many 
manuiadurers  to  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  he  has  heard 
fome  were  already  difmifled  ;  and  fuch  is  the  preiTure  of  the  times, 
that  the  didrefs  if  not  ruin  of  feveral  principal  man ufia6iu ring  houfes 
may  enfue.  Many  manufacturers  would  have  been  difmif&d,  but 
for  the  liberal  fupport  their  .employers  have  received  from  the  Royal 
Bank;  but  that  affifhince  cannot  without  imprudence  be  continued 
without  extraordinary  aid. 

"  This  profpe6t  of  diflrefs  to  the  rarfnufw^urers  in  his  opinion 
arifes^  not  lb  much  from  a  failure  of  the  ufual  markets  for  the 
goods,  as  from  the  difficulty  in  difcounting  in  Londoa  and  in  Scot- 
land the  long  dated  bills  received  for  the  goods. 

*^  Great  quantities  of  manufactured  goods  belonging  to  manufac- 
turers in  Scotland  are  now  in  London,  for  which,  when  fold,  bills 
are  granted  for  a  fmall  part  at  three  months,  and  the  remainder 
from  fix  to  fourteen  months,  the  greateft  part  of  which  goods  have 
bccu  formerly  fold  for  long-dated  bills,  but  are  not  fo  now  from  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  didrounts ;  and  be  has  heard  manufacturers 
fay  they  were  willing  to  fell  their  goods  with  a  confidecable  lofs.to 
obtam  relief,  by  fales,  for  ready  money. 

**  Manufacturers  frequently  borrow  money  for  the  purpofes  of 
their  trade  on  |)erfonal  bonds,  great  part  of  that  money  has  been 
called  for  at  Whitfundav  next  (15th  May;)  and  from  the  ftate  of 
credit  in  Scotland,  he  has  reafon  to  think  the  manufacturers  will 
not  l>e  able  to  anfwer  thefe  <lemands  by  borrowing  on  the  former  fc* 
curities. 

**  The  manufa^urcrs  keep  as  little  flock  in  their  warehouics  as 
they  can,  and  as  fafliion  varies  he  ihould  think  the  mercantile  inte- 
Tcft  would  be  more  benefited  by  depofiting  the  raw  materials  on 
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edge,  than  the  manufadturery  who  howcTcr  might  indinfily  be 

;nefi(ed  by  the  advance. 

"  He  certainly  thinks  that  paper  ifliied  on  Government  fecurity, 
/and  advanced  upon  the  depoHt  of  goods,  or  other  unqueflionable 
private  fecurity,  would,  when  properly  underf^ood,  be  a  material 
relief  in  the  prefent  diflrefs  of  Scotland ;  and  he  has  no  doubt  fe- 
veral  perfons  might  be  found  to  concur  in  giving  a  joint  fecurity  for 
the  fupport  of  copartnerfhips,  with  perfe6l  fafery  to  the  Public. 

•*  He  believe*  the  quantity  of  paper  circulated  by  the  country 
banks  has  of  late  been  coniiderably  diminifhed,  and  their  difcounts 
on  bills  of  exchange  greatly  fo,  fince  thcfe  troubles  began.  With 
regard  to  the  Royal  Bank,  the  circ\]lation  is  nearly  the  fame,  and 
the  adiflance  given  to  the  country  greatly  fuperior  to  what  it  has 
given  at  any  former  period. 

**  In  addition  to  thefc  ftatements,  your  Committee,  when  they 
were  on  the  point  of  concluding  their  report,  had  the  opportunity 
of  receiving  farther  information  from  Mr.  Macdowall,  a  member  of 
ihis  Houfe,  who  ftatcd,  that  he  is  reprefentalive  in  Parliament  for 
the  city  of  Glafgow,  from  whence  he  had  this  morning  returned, 
and  that  be  had  there  found  all  the  commercial  houfes  apd  manufac- 
turers in  the  greateft  diflrefs,  from  the  late  (lagnation  of  commercial 
credit,  and  total  want  of  private  confidence. 

*•  The  prefent  diftrcfs  docs  hot  appear  to  him  to  arife  from  a 
want  of  property  or  funcis,  but  from  the  flop  which  has  been  lately 
put  to  difcounting  bills  at  any  of  the  Glafgow,  Pailley,  or  Green- 
ock Banks,  who  have  not  for  fome  time  paft  difcounted  to  any  ex- 
tent, from  theirnotes  being  poured  in  upon  them  for  gold,  and  from 
the  alarm  which  the  prefent  htuation  of  credit  in  London  has  occa- 
fioned. 

^  The  manufacturers  have  plenty  of  goods  on  hand  in  London 
and  in  Glafgow,  which  they  cannot  fell  but  at  fo  reduced  a  price,  aa 
readers  it  pcrfdEUy  abfurd  for  them  to  think  of  difpbfing  of  their 
goods,  in  order  to  obtain  immediate  relief.  The  manufacturers, 
and  thofe  who  have  cotton  millu  have  begun  to  difcharg^  the  work- 
men employed  by  them  during  the  lad  fortnight ;  and  by  a  letter 
received  from  the  Lord  Provoft  of  Glafgow  by  him  this  morning, 
he  learns  that  the  manufacturers  have  diicharged  a  very  great  num-  ' 
ber  of  workmen.  There  arc  employed  in  Glafgow,  Paifley  and 
their  dependencies,  in  different  parts  of  Scotland,  about  160,000 
men,  women,  and  children.  Any  relief  to  be  adminiftered,  muii: 
be  given  immediately  to  render  it  effectual./' 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  did  not  think  it  wife  for  him  to  antf- 
cipate  what  reafons  might  be  hereafter  given\o  a  Committee 
for  the  advancing  the  fum  now  propofed,  and  for  proceeding 
in  the  manner  which  might  be  hereafter  ftated  i  certainly  re- 
ftriClions  and  regulations  might  appear  to  be  wife,  or  otherwife, 
according  to  what  their  nature  might  appear  to  be  when  they 
were  proppfcd,  and  therefore  it  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  im- 
portant to  debate  upon  that  part  of  the  fubjeS  now.  He  hoped 
that  the  Committee  would  attend  to  them  when  they  were 
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brought  forward  for  difcuffion,  and  that  they  fliould  hear  a 
great  deal  more  than  yet  they  had,  before  they  fliould  be 
called  upon  to  come  to  any  refolution.  The  general  grounds 
and  the  circumftances  on  which  this  mcafure  proceeded,  cer- 
tainly was  in  fomc  degree  explained  by  the  Report  now  he-? 
fore  them,  and  he  could  not  expeft  that  what  he  had  to  ad- 
vance would  be  much  attended  to,  if  it  tended  to  differ  from 
the  fenfe  of  the  Committee  who  prepared  that  Report.  .  He 
had  not  the  prefumption  to  think  that  his  individual  judges 
xnent  could  have  any  weight  againft  the  colleSive  fenfe  of  fci 
many  gentlemen  who  were  fo  well  qualified  to  form  a  good 
opinion  upon  the  fubjeft ;  but  ahhough  he  felt  this  inferio- 
rity, and  knew  it  tp  be  his  duty  to  confefs  it,  yet  he  knew  it 
to  be  his  duty  aifo  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee  fuch  ideas  as 
kad  occurred  to  him  upon  this  fubjcft.  If  any  other  obfer- 
vations  fliould  hereafter  occur  \o  him,  he  fliould  think  it  a 
duty  which  he  owed  to  the  Public,  from  the  fituation  in 
•which  he  flood,  to  give  all  the  explanation  in  his  power, 
particularly  upon  the  mode  of  forming  the  regulations  to 
■which  the  Report  alluded.  He  wiflied,  however,  to  afford 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  an  opportunity  of  afligning 
fon>c  reafon  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  grounds  of  the  refolution 
were  fully  detailed  in  the  Report  of  the  Scleft  Committee  j 
and  he  could  not  have  the  prefumption  to  fuppofe  that  any 
thing  he  was  capable  of  faying  could  add  to  the  information 
afforded  by  that  Committee.  Befides,  a  detail  of  that  kind 
was  better  given  in  a  written  form,  than  it  could  in  any  ver- 
bal way.  He  thought  it,  however,  his  duty  to  aflift  as  far  as 
he  was  able,  and  would  do  fo.  The  reftriclions  and  regula- 
tions alluded  to  were  alfo  contained  in  the  Report. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that,  as  the  right  honourable  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  exprefied  a  readinefs  tq 
give  any  farther  explanation  or  information  that  might  be 
defired  on  the  fubjeS  of  this  Report,  he  fliould  take  the  li- 
berty of  aflcing  him,  for  what  reafon  the  Dircftors  of  the 
Bank  of  England  had  not  been  invited  to  undertake  the  ma* 
nagement  and  diftribution  of  the  lelief  propofed  to  be  given 
to  the  commerce  and  credit  of  individuals  ;  why  it  had  not 
been  formally  propofed  to  them  to  carry  into  execution  a 
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meafurej  with  the  objeAs  of  which  they  had,  from  their 
lituation  and  from  the  condu£t  of  their  own  bufinefs,  a  na- 
tural and  neceflary  connexion,  and  muft  of  courfe  poiTels 
knowledge  and  information  fuperior  to  any  that  could  be 
found  in  a  Board  of  CommifConers  newly  appointed  by  Par^ 
liament  ?  That  the  bufinefs,  propofed  t6  be  done  by  the 
CommiflionerSy  was  in  eiFeft  what  the  Bank  was  now  doing 
every  day,  and  which  they  would  only  "be  called  upon  to 
perform  with  greater  means  and  to  a  greater  extent.  That, 
if  they  accepted  the  truft,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  their 
performing  it  fafely  for  themfelves,  and  effeflually  for  the 
Public.  If  they  refufed  it,  which  could  hardly  be  thought 
pofDble  from  fuch  perfons,  in  fuch  an  emergency, .  they 
would  of  courfe  aflign  their  reafons  ;  and  if,  on  their  part» 
the  reafons  of  their  declining  fo  important  a  public  fervice/ 
were  valid  and  fufficient,  they  would  be  infinitely  ftrongei: 
on  the  part  of  Government,  not  to  undertake  a  taflc,  which 
the  Bank  had  refufed.  At  all  events,  the  experiment  ought 
to  be  made.  If  the  Diredors  of  the  Bank  fliould  alledge, 
that  their  funds  were  infuflicient»  or  that  they  had  already 
exerted  their  own  means,  as  far  as. they  could  with  fafety  or 
propriety,  that  objedion  would  be  removed  by  putting  into 
their  hands  the  Exchequer  bills,  which  were  to  be  entrufted 
to  the  Commif&oners,  and  leaving  it  to  them  to  circulate  and 
diflribute  them,  in  whatever  way  they  might  think  mod  ad- 
vanugeous  to  the  commercial  credit  of  the  country.  It 
would  be  diiHcult  to  conceive  a  reafon,  ailignable  by  the 
Bank,  for  not  engaging  in  an  operation,  faid  to  be  of  fuch 
prefling  neceflity  to  the  commercial  credit  of  the  kingdom, 
which  ought  not  much  more  to  deter  Government  from  at- 
tempting to  execute  it  by  their  own  agents* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  from  the  nature  of  th« 
bufinefs  the  Bank  had  declined  interfering,  becaufe  the  fpe- 
cies  of  the  fecurity  to  be  given  by  thofe  who  wanted  the 
temporary  aid  was  not  fuch  as  the  Bank  had  been  aocuftomed 
to  receive  when  bills  were  difcounted  by  them.  The  mea*- 
fure  now  propofed  was  of  a  temporary  nature.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  Bank  upon  difcount  was  permanent.  Thq  Bank 
took  fecurities  for  what  bufinefs  they  tranfa£led  in  this  way 
at  two  months.    The  fecurity  to  be  given  here  was  not  de- 
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terminable  at  that  time,  an4  the  depofit  was  of  a  nature 
which  the  Bank  had  not  been  accuftomcd  to  aft  upon* 
Upon  thcfe  grounds  he  thought  we  had  no  right  to  defire  the 
Bank  to  alter  their  common  praflice  ;  not  that  he  conceived 
that  by  any  mode  the  relief  would  be  adminiftercd  more 
punftually,  juftly,  or  ably,  fhan  it  would  be  by  the  Bank  ; 
but  that  had  been  already  dated  by  thefe  gentlemen  to  be  in- 
convenient- 

Mr,  TAYLOR  faid,  that  unlefs  the  plan  which  fhould  be 
brought  forward  had  good  regulations  againft  patronage,  he 
JQiouId  think  himfelf  bound  to  give  it  his  negative.  As  to 
the  obferV^tton  that  the  Bank  difcount  bills  only  at  two 
monthlsi  he  did  not  fee  why  the  Bank  flibuld  not  do  fo  ftill, 
and  when  thefe  bills  become  due,  to  renew  them  for  the  fame 
tength  of  time.  This  they  might  continue  as  Idng  as  they 
were  pleafed.  with  the  fecurity.  With  refpeft  to  the  relief 
propofed  by  the  prefent  plan,  be  had  converfed  with  gentle- 
men  who,  in  his  opinion,  were  qualified  to  judge  upon  this 
fubjeft,  and  they  laughed  at  the  idea  of  confidering  it  as  any 
thing  like  a  folid  affiftance  to  thofe  who  now  were,  and 
ihight  hereafter  be^  in  want  of  aid  in  confequence  of  the  em- 
barraflment  of  commercial  credit.  He  wiflied  with  all  his 
heart  that  the  credit  of  the  country  might  be  fupported ;  it 
t^as  the  intereft  of  all  that  it  (hould  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
fhat  ^oiikl  be  done  by  putting  all  the  merchants  under  the 
nod  of  the  Miniller,  which  he  feared  would  be  the  cafe  when 
this  plan  was  to  be  under  tht  control  of  Commiflioners  of 
ttic  Minifter's  nomination^  Indeed  he  muft  confefs,  that, 
unlefs  he  could  fee  better  grounds  to  proceed  upon  than  thofe 
ftated  in  the  Report,  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  give  his  aflent 
to  the  meafure  now  propcffed.  He  added,  that  be  believed  in 
his  confcience  that  the  plan  now  propofed  was,  by  many 
mercantile  men  in  this  country,  confidered  as  abfiud  and 
tifelefs. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  that  he  had  tczhn  to  be- 
lieve  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  was  not  quit4 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  mafs  of  the  niercantile  people  as 
be  himfelf  necefiarily  muft  be ;  and  he  could  aVer,  that^  fo 
fn  from  laughing  at|  they  all  approved  of  the  meafme,  and 
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be,  for  his  part^  had  not  the  rmaflef):  doubt  of  Its  producing 
die  happieft  effe£ls. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  in  explanation,  faid,  that  he  had  a  verjr 
jelpeSable  acquaintance  with  the  merchants  too  ;  feveral  of 
whom,  who  carried  on  trade  to  a  rery  confiderable  amount, 
were  his  own  conftituents,  and  avowed  himfelf  happy  in 
poflefling  their  regard  and  confidence. 

Mr.  CHISWELL  faid,  he  had  connexions  with  the 
mercantile  gentlemen,  and  he  could  in  the  moft  pofitive 
manner  declare,  that  the  me^fure,  fo  iar  from  being  laughed 
at,  was  looked  up  to  with  hope  and  approbation.  As  a  proof 
of  this,  he  mentioned  the  effe£l  that  the  bare  report  had  on 
'Change,  namely,  to  raife  the  price  of  ftoeks  confiderably. 

Mr.  LE  MESURI^R  faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  news 
reached  the  country,  even  in  a  general  notice,  of  the  Com- 
mittee being  appointed^  it  had  been  attended  with  the  moft 
beneficial  eiFe£ts ;  and  he  afTerted,  and  pledged  himfelf  to 
fupport,  that,  fo  far  from  laughing  at  it,  all  people  at  all 
concerned  expreffed  their  gratitude  and  approbation. 

Mr,  Alderman  ANDERSON  declared,  that  the  meafure 
DOW  propofed  was,  in  his  opinion,  and  in  that  of  all  with 
whom  lie  converfed  on  the  fubje£t,  of  that  kind,  that,  if  not 
granted,  the  moft  fevious  mifchiefs  would  follow.  The  ob- 
jedion  againft  the  diftributien  by  Commiffioners  was  futile 
gnd  unfounded  ;  for  they  had  not  the  difcretionary  power  to 
jefufe  the  loan,  on  producing  proper. fecurity.  He  pofi- 
tively  denied  the  cuftom  of  renewing  the  bills  by  the  Banky 
as  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Taylor) ; 
for  when  it  appeared  for  the  fake  of  raifing  money,  it  was 
never  granted. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  trouble  the  Committee 
much  at  length  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  He  felt  the  fub- 
jed  to  be  fuch,  that  he  hardly  knew  how  to  fpeak  at  all  upon 
it,  and  the  more  fo,  as  he  had  confiderable  doubts  upon  the 
expediency  of  the  remedy,  fuppofmg  the  principle  of  the  pro- 
pofed meafure  to  be  unobjed^ionable.  With  regard  to  the 
neceflity  of  aiding  the  public  credit  at  this  humiliating  and 
unhappy  moment,  there  was  not  indeed,  either  in  that  Houfe 
or  abroful,  9vy  room  for  difference  of  opinioi^.  Tb^  flate  of 
public  credit  was  matter  of  lamentation  to  thi$  country. 

U  u  a' 
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Huniiliatiiig  and  lamentable  it  tnuft  be ;  for  the  very  circum- 
llance  of  that  Houfe  being  in  a  Committee  to  confider  of 
means  to  aid  the  commercial  credit  of  the  nation  was  decided 
evidence  of  that  fad ;  and  he  mud  add,  that,  the  whole  taken 
into  confideration,  we  were  furrounded  by  circumftances  of  a 
dangerous  nature.     Wc  were  told,  that,  in  point  of  fafl, 
there  was  no  real  danger,  for  that  the  diftrcfs  was  merely 
temporary,  and  that  the  remedy  now  propofed  would  be  fully 
adequate  to  its  removal.     He  wifhdd  to  God  that  might  turn 
out  to  be  true  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  was  not  quite  fatif- 
faftory  to  fee  that  Government  were  obliged  to  take  up  what 
tl^c  Bank  of  England  would  not  touch.     The  anfwcr  to  this 
was,  that  the  Bank  of  England  was  not  in  the  habit  of  enter- 
ing on  a  fpeculation  of  this  nature,  and  that  it  would  not  b« 
confiftent  with  the  regularity  of  their  proceedings  to  do  (b  at 
this  moment.     Was  there  any  thing  fa  peculiarly  regular 
and  precedcnted  in  th^  Legiflature  taking  up  the  raeafure, 
that  taught  gentlemen  there  was  no  real  danger?     If  the 
Bank  of  England,  accudomed  as  they  were  to  commercial 
dealings,  thought  it  a  fcheme  upon  which  it  was  not  prudent 
to  adventure,  how  did  gentlemen  arrive  at  all  at  the  Conclu- 
fion  that  there  was  no  danger  to  the  Public  in  fuch  an  ad- 
venture ?     If  it  was  not  the  habit  of  the  Bank  to  advance 
money  upon  a  certain  fpecies  of  fecurity,  he  would  fay  nei- 
ther had  it  ever  yet  been  the  habit  of  the  Public  to  advance 
their  money  upon  that  fecurity ;  and  that  if  there  was  to  be 
any  innovation  in  the  affairs  of  commerce,  it  was  better  that 
it  fliould  be  made  by  the  Bank  than  by  the  Public.     But  it 
feemed  the  Bank  had  been  applied  to  in  vain  upon  this  occa- 
fion.     What  was  the  rcafon  why  the  Bank  had  been  applied 
to  in  vain  ?     He  feared  the  Aafon  why  that  application  was 
unfuccefsful  would  not  be  very  proper  to  induce  the  Public  to 
adopt  the  meafure.    Thefe  thoughts  compelled  him  to  enter- 
tain dotibts  upon  the  prudence  of  the  prefent  meafure.     But 
it  was  again  faid,  that  the  Bank  had  already  iflued  money 
enough  upon  difcount. .   I  f  that  was  the  reafon,  he  was  afraid 
that  the  Public  could  not  be  much  benefited  by  ifluing  Ex- 
chequer bills  for  five  millions  mofe.     Means  (hould  rather 
be  devifed  for  paying  off  thofe  in  the  miAet.    He  did  not  (ay 
that  his  opinion  upon  this  fubjeA  was  direft/  but  he  coul^ 
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not  help  funding  his  doubts,  and  he  (hould  be  very  glad  to 
be  anfwcred  by  arguments,  and  he  declared  upon  his  word 
he  (hould  be  happy  in  hearing  his  obfervations  refuted.  He 
could  not  help  again  obfervtng,  that  the  Bank  muft  have  fome 
flrong  reafons  for  refuiing  to  difcount  in  the  ufual  way ;  for, 
generally  fpeaking,  they  were  pretty  ready  to  difcount  when 
they  thought  they  could  do  fo  with  fafety,  for  that  was  well 
underilood  to  be  for  their  intereft  ;  if  that  waa  the  cafe  in  ge- 
neral, how  much  more  fo  was  it  on  the  prefent  occafiqn  f 
Who  could  be  more  intercfted  in  the  general  credit  of  the 
commerce  of  this  country  than  the  Bank  of  England! 
What  then  muft  be  the  concluflon  of  a  man  of  common 
fenfc  when  fuch  a  body  of  men  rcfiifed  to  difcount  ?  What 
muft  they  think  of  the  fituation  of  the  country  ?  Thefe 
points  preiling  upon  his  mind,  he  own6d  he  (hould  not  be 
forry  to  hear  this  fubjed  went  no  farther  to-night.  Again, 
he  muft  obferve  the  Bank  refufed  all  (hare  in  this  bufmefs  for 
one  of  ♦wo  reafons  ;  either  that  they  did  not  like  the  fecurity 
that  was  to  be  offered  to  them,  or  that  they  had  already  fo  far 
employed  their  money  as  not  to  be  able  to  afford  the  relief 
wanted.  If  the  firft  was  the  reafon,  there  would  be  a  difS*- 
culty  indeed  in  the  way  of  the  prefent  meafure.  The  Com- 
miflioners,  whoever  they  were,  could  not  be  more  converfant 
in  commerce*  than  the  gentlemen  who  had  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  therefore  the  plan 
could  not  have  a  very  flattering  profpe£t  of  its  iflue.  If  the 
Bank  hefitated,  by  what  mode  of  reafoning  was  it  that  the 
Commiffioners  (hould  not  hefitate ;  and  in  this  view  he 
thought  himfclf,  as  one  of  the  truftees  of  the  intcrcfts  of  the 
Public,  bound  to  hefitate.  If  the  other  reafon  was  allowed, 
namely,  that  the  Bank  had  already  iffued  all  it  could  afford, 
he  could  not  fee  the  ultimate  advantage  to  the  public  credit 
by  the  iffuing  Exchequer  bills.  He  muft  again  repeat,  that 
he  fpoke  uponthofe  points  with  doubts,  which  he  (hould  take 
pleafure  in  having  removed,  and  grief  in  confirming,  and  he 
muft  really  fay  he  did  not  know  what  to  do.  He  knew  not 
how  to  fay  he  (hould  fiot  agree  to  the  Committee  proceeding 
upon  this  fubjed  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  commer- 
cial credit  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  remove  the  calamity  of  the 
country ;  and  yet  he  did  not  fee  how  this  plan  would  anfwer 
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the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended.  He  felt  alfo  aaother 
difficulty,  and  that  arofc  from  a  motive  of  delicacy,  from  th« 
circumftance  of  having  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  entering 
into  the  prefent  war^  the  caufe,  in  his  opinion,  of  all  our 
calamities  ;  having,  on  the  contrary,  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  prevent  it,  fo  he  did  not  wiih  to  be  reprdented  as 
a  perfon  not  feeling  the  calamity,  bccaufc  he  had  not  contri- 
buted to  produce  it,  A  very  important  part  of  the  queftion 
remained,  he  meant  the  conftitutional  point  tliat  would  be 
involved  in  it ;  a  matter  in  itfclf  of  the  higheft.  importance. 
How  was  Government  to  take  what  related  to  commercial 
dealings  into  its  hands,  wi^out  eilablifliing  a  precedent  of 
the  moft  dangerous  and  alarming  nature,  and  without  crea^ 
ting  a  general  timidity  in  commercial  men  with  regard  to  the 
fate  of  their  future  fpeculations  ?  How  were  the  Committee 
fure  that  this  would  not  damp  the  ardour  of  commerce,  and 
iLake  the  general  principle,  which  was  the  life  of  commerce 
itfelf,  the  control  which  every  man  had  aver  his  own  pro- 
fctiy  ?  "ilow  were  they  fure  that  the  CommilTioners,  when 
^{^ointed,  >would  be  free  from  partiality,  prejudice,  favour^ 
and  ^edioiii,  and  all  the  wea,kne(res  which  were  common  to 
pur  nature  ?  and  how  could  it  be  determined  that  thefe  Com- 
xniilioners  would  receive  the  fccurity  of  one  whofc  way  of 
thinking  upon  politics  might  be  agreeable  to  the  Mini(ler]» 
and  refufe:  an  equally  good  fecurity  from  a  perfon  of  a  con- 
trary way  of  thinking  ?  Was  not  this  opening  a  path  to  the  . 
mod  unconflitutional  and  the  mofl  dangerous  patronage  2 
•  Good  God !  did  the  Committee  fee  the  extent  .of  the  power 
which  this  might  give  to  the  Executive  Government  ?— a 
power  which  it  was  the  boafted  principle  and  the  firft  duty  of 
that  Hqufe  jealoufly  to  watch.  Before,  therefore,  he  (hould 
vote  for  fuch  a  meafure,  he  ought  to  fee  fomething  like  the 
probable  effeft  of  it.  He  ought  to  give  power  of  this  nature 
.w  ith  a  timorous  and  reluSant  mind.  He  ought  to  feel  the 
flanger  to  which  his  country  was  expoftd  in  the  poflible  abufe 
of  fuch  a  power.  He  ought  to  know  jfomething  of  the  pro- 
pofed  end  before  he  confented  to  fuch  a  beginning.  He  re- 
peated, that  although  he  was  not  in  the  |ea(l  degree  acceflaxy 
to  the  oommcncemcnt  of  this  calamitous  war,  j;ct  he  fhould 
^e  glad  to  be  ipftrumental  in  bringing,  it  to  a  copglulion  sa 
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fpeedily  as  could  he  effefted  with  due  regatd  to  the  honodr  of 
this  country/  He  blamed  not  the  majority  on  that  occafion, 
but  gloried  in  being  one  of  the  minority*  He  wiflied  to  fee 
the  hour  when  this  deftruflive  meafure  was  at  an  end,  for 
then  commercial  credit  would  return,  and  with  it  cdmmer* 
cial  cnterprife  and  vigour^ 

Mr.  Secretary  DONDAS  differed  entirely  from  the  right 
honotirabl^  gentleman  who  fpokc  laft  as  to  the  caufe  of  the 
prcfent  embarrafllnent  of  commercial  credit,  and  begged 
leave  to  enter  a  caveat  againfl  the  conclufion  that  the  war  was 
the  caufe.  So  far  was  he  froiti  being  of  that  opinion,  that  he 
freely  declared  himfelf  to  be  perfeftly  perfuaded  that  the  pre- 
fcnt  embarraflment  arofe  from  the  profperous  ftate  of  the 
country  at  large.  The  very  circumflan(ie  of  the  prefcnt  flag- 
nation  was  a  proof  of  the  power  and  energy  of  this  country* 
He  really  believed  that  this  arofe  from  the  circumftance  of 
fome  individuals  having  adrentiireU  beyond  their  capital,  and 
they  not  being  able  to  anfwer  the  fudden  demands  made  upon 
them,  had  occafioned  a  temporary  diftreCs  to  others ;  this  was 
now,  in  his  opinion,  very  improperly  fct  down  as  a  great  ca- 
lamity. But  he  fliould  require  much  greater  proofs  before 
he  fhould  afcribe  it  to  the  want  of  general  profperity  of  the 
country.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed 
to  hint,  that  the  prefent  war  was  the  caufe  of  this  fudden 
check  upon  commercial  credit ;  but  he  had  not  brought  for* 
ward  one  argument  in  fupport  of  that  afleriion.  War,  to  a 
certain  degree,  mod  undoubtedly  mud  affeft  the  trade  of  this 
and  every  commercial  country  ^  but  he  faw  nothing  in  this 
war  in  particular  that  diftinguiflied  it  in  that  refpeft,  as  be- 
ing more  calamitous  than  any  other :  and  as  to  the  credit 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  took  for  being  in  the 
minority  when  that  fubjeft  ^was  debated,  he  was  perfeilly 
welcome  to  take  all  the  advantages  which  he  might  think 
ought  to  attend  that  circumftance.  He  fliould  not  now  fay 
any  thing  of  the  merits  or  the  demerits  of  the  war  at  this  mr- 
ment ;  that  queftion  had  been  fully  difcuffed  and  determin^-d 
by  the  Houfe,  and,  in  his  opinion,  by  the  f^ublic.  He  fhould 
only  fay,  that  he  had  not  heard  any  thing  that  altered  his 
inind  upon  tHat  fubjeS ;  and  he  mufl  decFare,  it  appeared  to 
him  a  war  in  which  the  honour,  the  haooinefs.  and  oerhar^ 
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the  very  exiftencc  of  the  State  depended ;  and  when  gentle- 
men blamed  Adminiftration  for  entering  into  it,  they  would 
do  well  to  remember,  that  it  was  declared  againft  us.  He 
mufty  however,  infift  that  our  commerce  was  not  conncded 
•with  the  objeft  of  the  war.  With  refpedl  to  the  Bank  of 
England  having  declined  to  enter  into  the  bufmefs  now  about 
to  be  propofed  for  the  interference  of  Parliament,  he  infifted 
that  this  did  not  arife  from  any  doubt  they  had  of  the  folvency 
of  many  merchants  who  now  wanted  temporary  aid,  but  that 
the  whole  nlode  of  adminiftering  the  aid  would  be  contrary 
to  the  fyftem  which  had  been  invariably  purfued  by  the  Bank, 
and  therefore  he  wifhed  it  not  to  be  underftood  that  it  was  the 
diffidence  of  the  Bank>  but  that  they  were  determined  to 
make  no  alteration  in  their  plan,  and  in  this  he  thought  them 
yvifc ;  for  although  the  fecurity  to  be  given  of  the  folvency 
of  thefe  merchants  was  of  itfelf  indifputable,  ft  ill  it  was  not 
of  the  nature  which  the  Bank  had  been  accuftomed  to  re- 
ceive; they  had  only  beea  accuftomed  to  difcount  bills, 
Ifrhereas  the  fecurity  here  was  that  of  fubdantlal  goods,  and 
really  there  feemed  to  him  to  be  nothing  alarming  in  the 
meafure  at  all ;  the  goods  were  well  known  in  many  inftances 
to  be  worth  much  more  than  the  fum  for  which  they  fliould 
be  depofited  ;  and,  inflead  of  this  being  an  alarming  meafure, 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  matter  of  triumph  to  this  country ; 
for  in  truth  this  would  be  at  laft  nothing  more  thanT  the  real 
Wealth  of  the  kingdom  ftanding  as  a  fecurity  for  its  paper 
currency.  As  to  the  conftitutional  point,  he  allowed  that 
part  of  the  queftion  to  be  new ;  but  then  it  was  juftified  by 
the  neceflity  of  the  circumftances  ;  and  really,  upon  the  fup* 
pofed  partiality  with  which  the  Commiflioners  might  conduft 
themfelves,  he  could  only  fay,  that  if  the  morals  of  the  age 
were  fo  depraved,  that  no  fet  of  men  could  be  trufted,  there 
was  an  end  of  us  altogether  as  a  community.  What  reafon 
could  there  be  for  fuppoflng  that  the  Commiflioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  CQndu£t  this  bufmefs  would  be  men  lefs  honoura- 
ble than  even  the  Dire£lors  of  the  Bank  of  England  i  He 
knew  not  who  they  were  to  be,  but  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
they  wou)d  be  of  perfed  integrity,  and  that  it  would  matter 
not  to  them  whether  a  merchant  came  to  tbeip  with  a  blue 
coat  uunoied  with  red  or  lined  with  buff}  they  would  attend 
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only  to  the  nature  of  the  fecurity  he  (hould  oflFer,  and  thejr 
Vrould  take  care  that  the  Public  Ihould  be  pledged  for  nothing 
that  was  not  properly  fecured.  Feeling  thefc  points  fo 
ftrongly,  he  mud  confefs  he  had  heard  nothing  like  a  reafon 
why  he  (hould  not  give  to  this  meafure  his  moft  hearty 
aflent. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  right  honouralJle  gentleman 
Teemed  to  have  forgotten  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  altogether* 
He  infifted  on  the  wealth  of  the  nation  being  anfwerable  for 
all  the  aid  to  be  given  under  this  meafure,  and  feemed  to 
.  treat  with  contempt  the  idea  of  the  exiftence  of  any  cala- 
mity ;  whertas  the  Report  of  the  Committee  itfelf  dated 
the  fubjeft  to  be  a  calamity.  But  what  he  had  endeavoured 
to  imprefs  upon  the  Committee  was,  that  this  meafure  was 
likely  to  produce  ferious  mifehief  to  the  country.  Hisob* 
jtSt  was  not  to  debate  upon  private  relief  to  individuals,  but 
to  prcferve  the  Public  ultimately  from  the  moft  complete 
ruin  by  an  unprecedented  fpeculation,  and  a  dingerous  attack 
on  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution  iif^lf,  upon  which  the 
whole  of  our  profperity  depended*  With  refpeft  to  the  ob- 
fervation  that  the  war  was  not  the  caufe  of  the  failures,  he 
could  not  prove  that  to  be  the  cafe  in  every  inftance  that  had 
been  yet  found ;  but  certainly  it  was  in  the  mind  of  every 
man  of  knk  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  fail.  With  regard 
to  the  necellity,  he  allowed  that  to  be  great  indeed ;  but 
whether  this  was  the  proper  remedy  was  his  doubt.  Nothing 
he  had  heard  with  refpeft  to  the  Bank  had  fatisfied  him. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid  they  were  not  ufed  to 
the  mode  propofed  ;  poflibly  not,  nor  were  the  Public  either. 
The  conftitutional  objedlions  too  appeared  to  him  to  be  un- 
anfwered ;  perhaps  the  greateft  objeftions  of  all  in  a  free 
government. 

'  Mr.  S.  THORNTON  faid,  that,  as  a  proof  of  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  Bank  Direftors  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power, 
in  the  ufual  courfe  of  their  bulinefs,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Public,  they  had  in  the  courfe  of  two  months  employ-* 
ed  forty  additional  clerks.  It  was  their  wifli,  however,  to 
confine  tbemfelves  to  the  fort  of  accommodation  to  which 
they  had  been  accuftomed.  But  if  their  experience  could  b« 
of  any  feorice  in  promoting  the  relief  now  propofed  to  bt 
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granted,  tbcy  would  be  ready  to  lend  two  or  three  of  the 
mofl  experienced  and  able  of  their  body  to  aid  the  Comniif- 
fioners.  As  a  proof  that  the  quantity  of  Exchequer  bills  in 
their  hands  did  not  cramp  their  operations,  they  had  laft  year 
advanced  4,500,000!.  on  Exchequer  bills.  The  fum  now 
advanced  by  them  would  foon  be  reduced  to  lefs  than 
2,oco>oool,  exclufive  of  the  1,500,0001.  which  they  had 
agreed  to  advance  on  the  vote  of  credit.  The  war  was  not 
the  caufe  of  the  prefcnt  diftrefs,  but  the  immenfe  quantity  of 
paper  in  circulation,  although  he  admitted  that  the  war  had 
accelerated  the  failure  of  that  paper. 

Mr.  HARRISON  aflcedif  any  propofitions  had  been 
made  to  the  Bank  on  the  fubjeft  of  adminiftering  the  relief 
propofed  to  be  granted  ?  If  not,  the  argument  that  the  Bank 
chofe  to  decline  it  was  premature. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  made  no  direct  pro- 
pofitions on  the  fubjcd ;  but  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  Bank  did  not  chufe  to  undertake  the  management. 

Mr.  HARRISON  faid,  that  whatever  reludance  the  Bank 
Dircftors  might  feel  to  gaout  of  their  ordinary  line  of  bufi- 
ncfs,  their  regard  for  the  public  convenience  might  induce 
them,  if  aflccd,  to  do  what  they  would  otherwife  wi(h  to 
decline.  To  fay,  therefore,  that  they  would  not  undertake 
the  management  was  merely  an  a(rumj)tion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  faid,  that  he  Tiad  made  no 
formal  propofition ;  but  he  had  repeated  intercourfe  with 
many  of  the  Direflors  of  the  Bank,  and  it  was  their  decided 
opinion  that  the  Bank  fliould  not  interfere  ;  and  that  not  fo 
much  for  the  troubk  of  infringement  on  their  eftabliflied 
habits  as  that  they  confidered  it  more  beneficial  to  the  Public 
to  have  it  placed  in  other  hands. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid  he  wiftied  not  to  throw  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  the  relief  propofed.  But  u  the  diftrefs 
arofe  from  the  want  of  markets  for  goods,  the  want  of  mar- 
kets muft  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  war. 
Now,  if  theperfons  applying  for  relief,  and  pledging  their 
goods  becaufe  they  could  not  find  a  market,  (hould  fail  in  re- 
payment, how  "^vould  the  Commiflioners,  or  any  perfons 
who  might  buy  the  goods  when  brought  to  fale  by  the  Com- 
miifioners,  be  able  to  find  a  market  ?     On  this  view  of  the 
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fubjeft,  he  was  afraid  that  if  the  war  (hould  continue,  the  re- 
lief would  be  only  temporary. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  recoiled  that 
the  SelefV  Committee  had  found  that  the  recent  failures  were 
owing  not,  as  had  been  alledged,  to  any  ruinous  effefts  of  the 
war,  but  to  the  want  of  a  circulating  medium — not  to  want  of 
coin  or  wealth,  but  to  a  ftoppage  of  difcounting.  As  to  the 
facility  of  markets,  he  acknowledged  that  it  was  impelled  in 
fome  refpecls  by  the  general  war  ;  but  the  Houfe  muft  perceive 
that  by  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France  it  fuffered 
but  very  little  ;  for,  on  viewing  the  whole  of  Europe,  it  would 
be  found  that,  notwithftanding  the  commercial  treaty,  our  di- 
reft  trade  with  France  was  comparatively  fmall,  and  that  the 
diminifhed  market  was.  the  efFeft  of  a  general  waV,  which 
flopped  the  tranfit  of  goods  through  the  continent,  and  which 
mifchief  would  have  been  increafed,  if  Great  Britain  had  not 
interfered  ;  but  that  eflFetl  did  not  reach  the  internal  ftate  of  the 
cafli  and  commerce  of  this  country.  He  faid  it  was  obvious 
to  the  mcaneft  capacity  that  it  was  not  a  diminution  of  wealth, 
but  a  caufe  comparatively  fmall,  which  had  produced  thofe 
alarming  events.  He  then  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  compare 
the  prefcnt  war  with  others,  and  to  fee  whether  they  had  ever 
produced  fuch  an  efFeft.  No,  never :  the  juft  mode  of  weigh* 
ing  the  matter  was  to  confider  not  the  private  mifcarriages, 
but  the  public  credit,  /.  e.  the  Funds,  and  the  efFeds  of  the 
war  upon  them  ;  and  it  would  be  found  that  thofe  effeSs  were 
lefs  than  on  any  former  occafion.  If  it  was  the  war  which 
produced  the  concuffion,  public  credit  would  firft  feel  it,  and 
the  private  commercial  credit  only  from  the  rebound  of  it. 
"  Has  the  war,"  faid  he,  "  been  marked,  even  as  much  as 
**  any  former,  by  any  fmifter  event  to  produce  fuch  an  efFcft  ? 
"  Has  our  commerce  fuffered?  Have  captures  been  made 
*'  upon  us  ?  Have  we  fuflfered  dangerous  defeats,  or  fuftained 
**  any  lofs  by  it  in  any  part  of  the  world  ?  No :  the  reverfe  , 
♦*  is  the  fail.  And  as  to  the  diminution  of  market,  the  ge- 
**  neral  war  would  have  done  that  at  all  events ;  dill  more, 
**  too,  if  we  had  not  been  made  parties  in  it."  The  diminu- 
tioa  of  market,  at  moft,  only  retarded,  but  did  not  lelTen,  our 
commerce  \  goods  fold  the  flower,  but  did  not  lofe  their  value, 
though  they  came  late  to  market ;  and  if  in  the  interval  of  that 
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fufpcnfion  of  commerce  mercantile  people  were  likely  to  be 
ruined,  it  was  the  policy  and  duty  of  that  Houfe  to  prevent  it 
by  all  the  means  they  could  devife  ;  gnd  when  it  was  confidcr- 
ed  that  the  plan  of  the  propofed  meafure  w$s  to  reftrift  the  fum 
to  be  lent  to  half  the  value  of  the  goods,  no  poffible  rifle,  he 
thought,  could  enfue.  He  referred  to  the  Report  of  the  Seleft 
Committee  as  irrefiflible,  and  concluded  with  faying,  that  the 
obje^ion  of  partiality  might  with  equal  juftice  be  attributed  to 
any  poflible  mode  of  adminiftering  relief  that  could  be  adopted ; 
and  when  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of  producing  the  names 
of  the  Commiflloners  he  propofed  to  the  Houfe,  they  would 
judge  how  far  fuch  a  charge  was  likely  to  be  applicable,  and 
would  exercife  their  difcretion  accordingly. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  he  admitted  the  neceflity  of  fom^ 
remedy,  and  differed  only  abr^iit  the  means,  In  dating  the  de- 
ficiency of  market,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  took  into 
his  account  only  the  lofs  of  the  confumption  of  France,  withr 
out  eftimating  the  great  qpantity  of  our  manufadures  circu- 
lated through  French  ports  to  other  countries.  If  there  were 
pot  a  great  deficiency  of  market  produced  by  the  war,  the 
manufafturers  would  be  overftocked  with  raw  materials  infliead 
of  manufaftured  goods.  The  true  remedy  for  the  prefent  dif- 
trefs  of  the  country  was  for  Minifters  to  turn  their  attention 
carneftly  to  peace — not  to  peace  with  France  only,  but  to  rc- 
ftoring  the  general  peace  of  Europe.  The  fituation  of  the 
pountry,  whether  gentlemen  liked  better  to  call  it  humiliating 
or  unfortunate,  certainly  was  not  fucli  as  to  jullify  th^  right 
honourable  Secretary's  mode  of  argument.  To  affert  that  the 
diftrefs  of  commercial  credit  was  owing  to  the  greait  profperity 
of  the  country,  might  make  a  very  fonorous  period,  but  would 
not  be  much  relifhed  in  the  City.  It  would  be  confidered  as 
but  a  poor  compliment  to  congratulate  a-  pnan  on  his  having 
proved  himfelf  one  of  the  moil  induftrious  manufaAurers,  or 
cnterprifing  merchants,  by  getting  into  the  Gazette  as  a  bank^  . 
rupt.  No  proof  was  yet  given  that  the  Bank  Dire£lors  would 
refufe  to  undertake  the  management  of  the  plan  propofed, 
JLet  gentlennen  look  at  the  part  of  the  Report  which  recono- 
mended  doing  it  by  Commiflioners  :  they  would  there  fee  that 
the  Commiflioners  mull  have  an  able  folicitor,  able  brokers  to 
infped  and  value  the  goods>  clerks^  &c.,  ^c, ;  god  when  it 
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was  confidered  tl^t  the  principal  Board  of  Commiflioners  muft 
have  fubordinate  boards,  with  brokers  and  clerks,  the  Com- 
mittee rauft  fee  that  the  patronage  would  be  moft  cxtcnfive^ 
"The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not  confuhed  his  right 
honourable  friend  on  the  choice  of  the  Commiflioners,  and 
the  rcafon  was  now  plain.  The  right  honourable  Secretary's 
extraordinary  purity,  his  confidence  that  no  m^n  could  be  in- 
fluenced by  partialities  or,  prejudices  in  the  difcharge  of  fuch  a 
tnift,  rendered  him  totally  unfit  to  be  confulted.  The  right 
honourable  Secretary,  in  his  own  practice  at  the  Board  of 
Control,  and  other  Boards  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  knew 
fo  well  that  favours  were  conferred  with  equal  readinefs  on  the 
friends  of  Minifters  and  of  Oppofitioni  that  be  expefted  the 
fame  hnpartiality  every  where  elfe.  Other  perfons,  however, 
might  be  influenced  by  their  prejudices,  without  being  con- 
fcious  of  it.  The  Commiflioners  were  to  judge  not  only  of  the 
value  of  goods,  but  of  perfonal  fecurity  ;  and  they  might  think 
a  man  unfit  to  be  trufted,  becaufe  he  happened  to  be  one  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  whofe  refponfibility  would  have  beea 
undoubted,  if  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  an  Aifociator.-— 
The  obvious  confequence  of  the  meafure  would  be  to  bring  the 
whole  commercial  intereft  of  the  country  into  the  moft  abjeft 
fubferviency  to  the  Minifter  of  the  day  ;  for  although  the  re- 
medy was  faid  to  be  only  temporary,  people  remembering  the 
prefent  calamity  would  apprehend  that  fuch  another  might  hap- 
pen, and  every  perfon  would  naturally  be  afraid  of  being  coa* 
iidered  as  a  marked  man  in  the  hour  of  diilrefs. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  (aid,  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  nature 
of  the  fecurities,  whether  they  were  to  be  raw  materials  or  nu- 
nufa£^ures ;  if  the  latter,  much  of  their  value  depended  on  the 
fafhion  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PJTT  faid,  it  was  thought  bcft  to  leave 
this  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Commiflioners. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  mad^ 
one  aflertion  which  he  apprehended  to  be  unfounded,  viz.  that 
the  fall  in  the  price  of  the  public  funds  had  been  lefs  on  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  than  on  that  of  any  former^ 
He  did  not  pretend  to  be  quite  accurate,  but  he  believed  that 
iaft  year,  when  there  was  no  apprehenfion  of  war,  three  per 
feats  bad  l^een  at  97,  and  when  the  war  began  they  fell  to  71, 
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being  a  difFerence  of  26  per  cent.,  a  greater  difference  than  he 
imagined  the  commencement  pf  any  former  war  had  occa- 
fioned. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  not  confidered  the  re- 
lativie  differences  with  much  accuracy  ;  he  meant  only  to  fpeak 
of  the  ftate  ®f  the  prices  fincc  the  commencement  of  the  vrzr, 
compa^ed^vith  the  fluftuations  immediately  before  it. . 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  the  difFerence  between  the  confidence  in 
peace,  and  the  certainty  of  war,  was  nearly  fuch  as  he  had 
ftated ;  a  difference  which,  according  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  own  argument,  muft  have  had  a  material  effcSt  on 
private  credit. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  on  the  commencement  of  the  war  in 
1756,  three  per  cents  fell  from  100  to  under  80.  That  the 
time  of  the  greatefl  profperity  of  a  country  might  be  the  time 
of  greateft  diftrefs  to  commercial  credit,  appeared  from  what 
happened  in  this  country  in  1772  ;  and  he  had  (hewn  that  his 
right  honourable  friend  was  right  in  afferting,  that  the  price  of 
the  public  funds  had  been  lefs  affefted  by  the  prefent,  than  by 
former  wars. 

Mr.  FOX^  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  (hewn  the 
dired  contrary,  inafmuch  as  21  was  lefs  than  26.  The  dif- 
trefs of  1772  was  but  of  (hort  duration,  and  required  no  extra- 
ordinary remedy — a  melancholy  contraft  to  the  prefent  diflref^ 
as  ftt  forth  in  the  report. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid  it  was  necefTary  to  do  fomething,  and 
he  fhould  only  recommend  fome  future  alterations  in  the  mode 
of  doing  it.  He  was  forry  that  the  advance  on  goods  depofi ted 
was  to  be  refh-ifted  to  50  per  cent.  Three  per  cents  were  at 
77  two  years  after  the  American  war  began,  and  after  two 
loans.  If  the  want  of  circulating  capital  was  the  caufe  of  the 
evil,  fix  millions  taken  out  of  circulation  by  the  loan,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  war,  mufi;  have  added  confiderably  to  it ;  and 
Navy  and  Viftualling  bills  were  at  adifcount  of  eight  per  cent, 
inftead  of  two  per  cent,  as  probably  would  have  been  the  cafe 
but  for  the  war. 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to. 

ThQ  Houfe  refolved  into  a  Committee  on  the  Government 
and  Trade  of  India. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  moved  his  firft  propofition. 
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Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  flicruld  make  no  oppofition  to  the  propo- 
Ctions  in  their  prefent  form,  as  his  objeSions  would  come 
more  properly  when  they  were  incorporated  into  a  fyftem. 

The  firft  and  fecond  pafled  without  oppofition.     On  the 
third,  without  any  debate,  the  Committee  divided. 
Ayes,  no;    Noes,  26 

The  Chairman  reported  progrefs,  and  leave  was  given  to  fit 
again  on  Thurfday.     Adjourned. 

JVedneJdajy  \Ji  Ma)\ 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  yefterday  upon  the  ftate  of 
commercial  credit,  was  brought  up.  The  refolution  for  if- 
fuing  five  millions  by  Exchequer  bills,  under  certain  reftric- 
tions,  &c.  being  read, 

Mr.  JEKYL  faid,  that  after  what  had  already  pafled  upon 
this  fubjeft,  he  had  no  defire  to  trouble  the  Houfe  at  much . 
length,  but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fay  a  few  words.  It  had 
been  reprefented  to  him,  from  men  of  great  refpeftability  in  the 
city  of  London,  that  the  embarraflinent  of  public  paper  credit 
was  not  confined  to  the  refufal  of  difcount  at  the  Bank,  but  that 
there  were  accommodating  bills  now  in  circulation  to  the  amount 
offeven  mill ipns  of  money.  If  that  was  true,  the  funi  now 
propofed  would  be  much  below  what  would  be  wanted  to  fup-  , 
port  paper  credit  in  this  country ;  he  fubmitted,  therpfore, 
whether  it  might  not  be  proper  that  the  fum,  inftead  of  five, 
fhould  be  feven  millions. 

Mr.  ADAM  went  much  at  large  into  the  whole  of  thisfub- 
jeft,  touching  on  each  particular  branch  of  it  in  its  order ;  from 
prcmifes  thus  derived,  his  conclufion  was,  that  the  prefent 
mode  was  not  the  beft  that  might  be  devifed  to  obtain  the  end 
defired — to  reftore  general  confidence  throughout  tlie  country 
with  regard  to  commercial  credit.  The  mode  which  he  re- 
commended was,  that  one  million,  or  a  million  and  a  half, 
fhould  be  iflued  by  Exchequer  bills,  as  a  fecurity  for  individuals 
who,  under  certain  regulations,  fliould  app'y  to  tho  Bank  for 
the  difcount  on  bills.  If  the  Bank  had  this  fecurity  ttiey  would 
difcount  as  ulual.  The  reftoration  of  difcount  at  the  Bank 
would  produce  a  general  reftoration  of  credit,  and  all  fubor-  - 
dinate  difcounts  would  naturally  flow  in  their  due  order  all 
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over  the  kingdom,  and  thofe  who  applied  for  affiftance,  would 
have  it  at  the  moderate  intereft  of  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  approve  of  this  plan,  becaufe 
Ae  Bank  would  not  difcount  bills  upon  the  fpecies  of  fccurity 
which  thofe  who  were  to  be  relieved  under  the  fyftem  propofed 
by  the  refolution  now  before  the  Houfe  had  to  offer.  He  did 
not  think  the  plan  of  the  honourable  gentleman  fufficiently  cx- 
tcnfive  for  the  propofed  objeft. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  the  Exchequer  bills  to  be  ifliied  in 
purfuance  of  this  refolution,  were  to  be  at  twopence  hal^nny 
percent,  per  ddy  intereft.  Other  Exchequer  bills  were  at  the 
intereft  of  threepence  per  cent,  per  day.  Theft  bills,  when 
ifiued,  might  be  at  a  fort  of  difcount,  and  it  niight  pofliblybe 
the  cafe,  that  a  perfon  being  governed  by  the  market  price, 
might  iti  faft  be  compelled  to  pay  fix  or  feven  per  Cent,  for 
this  aid  from  the  public  purfe.  This  ought  to  be  explained  ; 
for  it  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  very  delicate,  at  a  time  when 
we  had  ftatutes  againft  individuals  taking  more  for  the  ufe  of 
their  money  upon  any  contraft  than  five  per  cent.  If  it  was 
thought  advifeable  to  repeal  thofe  ftatutes,  and  to  make  the  rate 
of  intereft  fubjeft  to  the  fluSuation  of  a  market,  poflibly  there 
might  not  be  any  very  ftrong  reafons  for  oppofing  fuch  a  mea- 
fure ;  but  while  thefe  laws  continued,  he  thought  it  would  not 
be  proper  that  perfons,  aided  by  the  Public  upon  a  public  oc- 
cafion,  (hould  pay  more  than  what  the  law  eftablifhes  in  all 
other  cafes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  a  few  words,  importing  that 
perfons  having  very  extraordinary  aid,  (hould  not  complain  if 
they  gave  fomething  more  than  five  per  cent,  intereft.    , 

Mr.  H.  THORNTON  entered  into  the  fubjeft  much  at 
large,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  faid,  he  believed  that,  all 
expences  defrayed,  the  perfon  receiving  afliftance  under  the 
prefent  plan,  would  be  compelled  to  pay  intereft  at  the  rate  of 
between  fix  and  feven  per  cent.  The  honourable  Member  then 
afligned  reafons  for  wiftiing  that  the  intereft  (hould  be  kept 
as  nearly  as  could  be  to  five  per  cent. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Hufley,  Mr.  Chifwell,  and 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  refolution  was  read  a  fecoud  time,  agreed 
tOj  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in^  in  purfuance  of  it. 
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The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved,  that  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Lords  in  the  Traitorous  Correfpondence 
bill  be  now  taken  into  confideration. 

Mr.  CURWEN  renewed  his  objeflions  to  the  bill,  and  de- 
clared that  he  mud  again  fay,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  part  of 
a  plan  to  keep  up  a  falfe  alarm. 

A  debate  took  place,  fupported  by  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  on  the  one  part,  who  all 
thought  that  the  bill  was  better  when  it  left  thajt  Houfe,  but  a9 
to  all  of  the  mod  material  alterations  they  would  agree  to  them, 
under  an  apprehenfion  that  the  bill  might  otherwife  be  loft. 

Their  arguments  were  anfwered  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Adam.  At  laft  the  Houfe  went  through  the  amendments, 
and  ordered  a  meflage  to  the  Lords,  to  inform  them  that  that 
Houfe  had  agreed  to  their  Lordfhips'  alterations  with  fome 
amendments. 

Mr<  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  the  bill  upon  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  commercial  credit — read 
a  fird  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow,^ 
and  to  be  printed. — Adjourned. 

Thurfday,  id  May* 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  prefented  a  petition,  on  behalf  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Sheffield,  figned  by  eight  thoufand  perfons,  pray- 
ing for  a  parliamentary  reform  *. 

*  To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament 

aifembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 

Sheffield, 
Sheweth, 

That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  not,  in  the  juft  fenfe  of  the  words, 
what  your  petitioners  are  from  form  obliged  to  term  it,  viz.  **  The 
**  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflcmbled,**  not  being 
freely  elcflcd  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  people,  but  by  a  very  fmall 
portion  thereof;  and  that  from  the  partial  manner  in  which  Mem- 
bers arc  fent  to  Parliameot*  and  their  long  continuance  there,  they 
are  not  the  real,  fair,  and  independent  reprefentativct  of  the  whole 
people  of  Great  Britain. 

Your  petitioners  are  lovers  of  peace,  of  liberty,  and  of  jufticc. 
They  arc  ;n  general  tradefmcn  and  artificers,  unpoflcffed  of  freehold 
land,  and  confequently  have  no  voice  in  chufing  Members  to  fit  ia 
Parliament ;— but  though  they  may  not  be  freeholders,  they  are 
men,  «nd  do  not  think  themfelves  fairly  uftd  in  being  excluded  the 
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Mr.  Duncombe  dated,  that  although  he  prefented  this  pe* 
tition,  he  did  not  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
worded ;  he  faid  To  to  thofe  who  defired  him  to  prefent  it,  but 
they  were  determined  it  (hotild  be  prefented,  and  he  did  fo  in 
compliance  with  their  wi(hes.  He  faid  he  had  prefented  feve- 
ral  petitions  for  a  parliamentary  reform ;  and  to  a  temperate 
reform  he  had  always  been,  and  (lilt  was,  a  friend  ;  but  he 
would  not  go  the  length  which  fcemed  to  be  the  objed  of  this 
petition,  a  reprefentation  from  population  alone :  we  had  too 
much  reafon  to  diffent  from  fuch  a  plan,  from  the  confnfioA 
and  anarchy  of  France.     But,  however,  as  far  as  the  words  of 

rights  of  citizens.  Their  all  is  at  ftakc,  equally  with  the  freeholder's  • 
and  whether  that  all  be  much  or  little,  whilll  they  pay  their  full 
ihare  of  taxes,  and  are  peaceable  and  loyal  Members  of  Society,  they 
fee  no  reafon  why  they  flioiild  not  be  confulted  with  refpcdt  to  the 
common  interefts  of  their  common  country.  They  think  men  arc 
objedts  of  reprefentation,  and  not,  the  land  of  a  freeholder,  or  the 
houfes  of  a  borough-monger.- 

It  is  not  merely  becauic  heavy  and  grievous  <axcs  opprefs  them, 
that  your  petitioners  pray  fcr  the  reform  of  abufcs,  which  are  too 
notorious  to  be  denied  by  the  mofl  prejudiced  :  It  is  as  much  on  ac- 
count of  the  application  of  the  money,  as  of  the  money  itfelf,  for 
which  they  a^e  concerned.  They  love  their  country,  and  would 
contribute  a  portion  of  their  tad  (hilling  to  its  fupporr,  were  they 
fure  that  every  (hilline^  paid  was  well  expended.  They  pray  alto 
for  the  corredion  of  this  abufe,  becaufe  they  are  convixkred  that 
upon  it  depends  the  peace,  happinefs,  and  profperity  of  their  coun- 
try. ^  ' 

That  your  petitioners  wifli  the  Houfc  of  Commons  to  become  the 
true  reprefentative,  or  judgement  of  the  Commons  of  Gregt  Britain, 
and  the  undoubted  Guardian  of  the  interefts  of  the  people.  That 
the  delegates  and  their  conftitucnts  may  feel  one  common  interell, 
Members  of  Parliament  (houlJ  be  chofeu  for  fliort  terms;  and  de- 
fcending  from  their  delegated  ilation,  mix  again  with  the  people  by 
whom  they  were  chofen. 

That  the  voice  of , the  great  body  of  the  people  ought  not  to  be 
fmothered  by  the  voice  of  a  parti;*!  iutcreft  ;  but  fliould  le  fairly  and 
fully  heard  :  as  nothing  fliort  of  this  will  do  away  that  unhappy  fpirit 
of  difcontent  which  ib  generally  prevails  in  our  country  ;  and  this 
done,  neither  proclamations  nor  profccutions  will  be  nccciTary  to  fc- 
curc  its  tranquillity  and  peace.        \ 

Your  petitioners  therefore,  r(rlying  with  the  greatcft  confidence 
on  the  virtue  of  fome,  and  on  the  candour,  good  fenfe,  prudence, 
and  juftice  of  all,  hope  this  honourable  Houfc  will  take  thefe  pre- 
mifes  into  their  mofl  lerious  confidcration,  and  adopt  fuch  a  plan  of 
cffe^lual  rtform  in  the  repreJentation  of  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
and  of  jhc  duration  of  die  fame,  as  to  their  wifdom  (hall  (bera 
proper. 
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this  petition  were  to  be  confidered,  he  begged  leave  to  tell  the 
Hctife,  that  the  petitioners  were  only  manufafturers,  and  not 
very  well  acquainted  with  the  language  required  for  addrefling 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  that  circumftance,  he  trufted, 
would  be  an  extenuation  of  their  fault.  He  then  moved, 
"  That  the  petition  be  now  brought  up," 

Mr.  RYDER  oppofed  the  bringing  up  of  the  petition,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  not  worded  in  a  manner  fufficicntly  re- 
{pcAfvl  to  that  Houfe,  and  that  they  could  not,  confiftently 
with  their  own  dignity,  receive  it. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  obferved,  that  neither  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  laft,  nor  any  other  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemen who  oppofed  the  bringing  up  the  petition,  had  pointed 
out  any  one  difrefpedful  exprciTion  contained  in  it.  It  had 
been  faid,  tliat  the  prayer  was  not  objeftcd  to  j  but  how  was  it 
poffible  te  pray  for  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  Parliament,  without  ufing  terms  in  the  body  of  the  petition, 
which  might  be  conftrued,  by  ingenious  men,  into  difrefpedl 
for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  P  In  his  opinion,  it  would  be  but 
£iir  in  gentlemen  to  (late  thofe  particular  paflages  which  appear 
to  them  fo  highly  objeftionable. 

Mr.  RYDER  explained,  that  his  objedion  did  not  go  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  ;  but  it  appeared  to  him,  that  what  was 
(aid  by  the  petitioners,  in  the  beginning  of  the  petition,  that 
that  Houfe  was  not,  in  fad,  what  they  were  obliged,  in  form, 
to  call  them,  was  fo  highly  difrefpe6lful  to  the  Houfe,  that 
they  would  altogether  lofe  fight  of  what  was  due  to  their  own 
dignity,  if  they  (hould  allow  the  petition  to  be  brought  up. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  had  hoped  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  have  confined  himfclf  to  the  general  objedion 
which  he  had  mentioned,  but  would  have  pointed  out  fome  fpe- 
cific  cxprcflions,  particularly  indecent  and  difrcfpcdUul  to  the 
Houfe.  The  petition  from  the  town  of  Nottingham  had  been 
alluded  to,  and  it  had  been  faid  that,  if  no  difference  could  be 
ihewn  between  that  petition  and  it,  the  prefent  ought  to  (hare 
the  fame  fate  that  it  had  done.  He,  for  one,  did  certainly 
think  that  the  Nottingham  petition  ought  to  liave  been  receiv- 
ed ;  but,"  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  rejedion  of  that  petition 
bad  been  right,  it  was  ^rely  incumbent  on  thofe  who,  on  the 
ground  of  tliat  precedent,,  oppofed  the  prefent  petition,  to  point 
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out  the  particular  exprefficns  in  it,  which  are  fimilar  to  thofe 
which  had  been  fuppofed  objeftionable  in  the  Nottingham  {)c- 
tition.  He  could  fee  nothing  difrefpeftful  in  this  petition — 
nothing  for  which  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  ftaie  an  extenua- 
tion. If  any  thing  contained  in  it  (hould  be  fo  conftrued,  and 
the  petition,  on  that  account,  rejefted,  gentlemen  might  fay, 
as  they  pleafed,  that  the  people  had  a  right  to  petition  for  a  re- 
form of  the  reprefentalion  in  Parliament ;  but  they  would  deny 
to  them,  in  the  fame  breath,  the  power  of  exercifing  fuch 
right.  Did  he  conceive  that  the  Houfc  of  Commons  are,  at 
this  moment,  in  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  word,  a  proper  reprefcnta- 
tion  of  the  people  in  Parliament,  he  would  not  certainly  bring 
forward  that  motion,  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  and  which 
he  meant  to  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  on  Mon- 
day. Had  the  petitioners  been  of  that  opinion,  they  would  not 
have  petitioned  the  Houfe.  With  what  decency,  he  would 
afk,  can  honourable  gentlemen  fay,  that  thofe  ferttiments  and 
cxpreflions  are  indecent  and  difrefpeftful  to  that  Houfe,  which 
they  themfelves  have,  over  and  over  again,  expreffed  to  their 
conftituents  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to 
him  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  done  fo  ;  a  noble  Duke  (Richmond)  had 
done  fo  alfo.  Petitions  too,  for  the  fame  purpofe  with  the 
prefent,  and  couched  in  language  no  lefs  ftrong,  had  been  on 
former  occafions  prefented  and  received  by  the  Houfe.  One 
petition  had  been  prefented  from  the  county  of  Nottingham, 
brought  forward  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr, 
Pitt)  was  Minifter,  in  the  year  1785,  and  received  by  the 
Houfe..  This  petition  Mr.  Grey  read,  which  ftated,  in  gene^i- 
ral,  that  the  petitioners  had  been  taught  to  revere  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and,  while  things  went  well,  they  had  retained  that  be- 
lief;  but  fatal  experience  had  undeceived  them,  and  taught 
them  that  the  profperity  of  former  times  had  been  derived  only 
from  the  better  fpirit  of  the  times,  &c.  He  then  maintained, 
that  nothing  was  dated  in  the  j)refent  petition  which  had  not 
been  ftated,  in  equally  plain  terms,  in  the  petition  which  he 
had  juft  read,  and  in  others  which  had  been  received  by  the 
Houfe.  Were  they  then,  he  would  aflc,  to  tell  the  people, 
that,  inftcad  of  acting  upon  one  uniform  rule  of  right  and  juf- 
tice,  they  were  to  be  regulated  by  whim,  or  by  what  might  be 
convenient  at  the  time,  to  the  intereft  of  certaiapcrfons  ?  No* 


A.  1793.  DEBATES,  349 

thing  was,  in  his  mindy  fo  eflential  to  the  procuring  itfpeft  to 
that  Houfe,  as  confiftency  in  its  proceedings ;  and  nothing 
could  be  fo  derogatory  to  its  dignity,  as  to  encourage  the  people 
to  ftate  fairly  their  grievances,  and  then,  when  they  did  come 
forward  with  a  fair  ftatement,  to  turn  fhort  round  upon  them^ 
and  refufe  to  receive  their  petitions,  upon  a  little  inaccuracy  of 
expreflion.  In  his  opinion  the  Houfe  could  not  do  fo,  with 
any  regard  to  its  own  dignity,  or  without  forfeiting  all  claim 
to  refpeft  ;  and  he  jnuft  therefore  give  his  vote  for  receiving  the 
petition. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  had  confounded  two 
things  which  were  perfeftly  diftinfit ;  and  upon  that  very  dif- 
tin£tion  he  grounded  his  fentiments  with  refpeA  to  this  peti- 
tion. The  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
petitioners  muft  have  a  right  to  ftate  in  their  petition  whatever 
he  might  fpeak  in  his  place  in  the  Houfe,  and  in  the  fame 
terms.  To  this  doftrine  it  was  impoffible  for. him  to  fubfcribe. 
Libefty  of  fpeech,  and  freedom  of  difcuflion,  in  that  Houfe^ 
formed  an  eflential  part  of  the  conftltution  of  this  country  ;  but 
it  was  neceflary  that  perfons  coming  forward  as  petitioners, 
fliould  addrefs  the  Houfe  in  decent  and  refpeAful  language  ;  in 
faying  this,  he  ftood  up,  not  for  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  only,  but  for  that  of  the  whole  Commons  of  Great 
Britain.  Thofe  who  ^(hedthat  any  refpeft  fhould  he  paid  to 
that  Houfe,  were  called  upon  to  give  the  moft  determined  op- 
pofition,  to  what  rather  feemed  to  be  a  fyftematic  deflgn,  of 
prefenting  petitions  to  the  Houfe,  couched  in  the  moft  inde-> 
cent  and  difrdpe£tful  language,  for  the  purpofe  of  trying  how 
far  they  would  bear  with  fuch  infults,  and  perhaps  even  with 
the  view  pf  their  being  rejefled.  This,  he  conceiveJ,  was  not 
more  injurious  to  the  Houfe  than  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Grey)  himfelf,  and  to  all  thofe  who  wiflied  for  a  mode- 
rate reform  ;  for  what  could  tend  more  to  confound  thofe  who 
aim  at  reform  of  any  kind,  with  thofe  who  wifli  to  overfet  the 
conftltution,  and  with  the  people  who  are  commonly  called 
Jacobins  ?  He  concluded  wiih  faying,  that,  though  Member 
for  the  county  from  whence  the  petition  came,  he  thought  it 
fo  highly  indecent  and  difrefpeftful  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  felt 
he  could  not  do  otherwife  than  vote  againft  its  being  received. 
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Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  that  any  diffidence  which  the  peti- 
tioners might  have  exprefTed  as  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  lafly  or  his  colleague,  prefenting  their  petition,  he 
muft  prefume  to  have  been  rather  the  efFeft  of  their  total  filence 
laft  year,  with  refpe6tto  the  fubjed  of  it,  than  from  any  idea 
of  its  containing  expredions  difrefpedlful  to  the  Houfe.  He 
wifhed,  indeed,  that  honourable  gentleman  would  take  the 
trouble  to  point  out  any  expreflions  of  difrefpeS.  The  peti- 
tion had  been  faid  to  come  from  ignorant  tradefmen,  and  if  fo, 
poliihed  language  was  hardly  to  be  expe£ted  ;  but  why  did  not 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleague  advife  them  to  alter 
or  foften  any  expreflion  which  feemed  to  them  improper  ?  He 
muil  conclude  they  had  not  done  fo,  becaufe  they  wiflied  the 
petition  to  be  rejefted. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  explained,  that  although  he  thought 
many  paflages  in  the  petition-extremely  objedionable,  yet  had 
the  firft  paflage  been  omitted,  which  he  chiefly  objeSed  to,  and 
which  went  to  deny  the  conftitutional  exiftence  of  that  Houfe, 
he  would  have  given  his  vote  for  receivipg  the  petition.  With 
refped  to  what  had  been  faid  of  his  own  conduct,  and  that  of 
his  colleague,  in  not  giving  their  advice  to  the  petitioners,  they 
had  not  done  fo,  becaufe  they  fuppofedthey  had  better  advifers, 
whofe  opinions  they  would  be  more  apt  to  be  influenced  by. 

Mr.  BUNCOMBE  alfo  explained. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  had  not  feen  the  petition,  and  knew 
nothing  of  its  contents,  but  what  he  had  collected  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate;  but,  if  the  prayer  of  it  was,  as  he  underftood 
it  to  be,  for  univerfal  perfonal  reprefentation,  he  begged  leave 
to  fay,  that  there  was  not  in  the  Houfe  a  more  jleady  enemy 
to  any  fuch  mcnde  of  reprefentation^  than  the  Member  who  had 
then  the  honour  to  addrefs  them.  But,  notwithftanding  th^, 
he  thought  himfelf  bound  in  duty  to  vote  that  the  petition 
fhould  be  brought  up.  It  was  certainly  his  opinion  that  peti- 
tions to  that  Houfe  ought  to  be  in  refpeftf ul  language ;  mean- 
ing however  to  be  underftood,  that  they  ought  to  be  as.refpeft- 
ful  as  can  be,  confident  with  the  full  freedom  of  dating  thofe 
grievances  which  may  be  complained  of  in  the  prayers, of  fuch 
petitions.  If  the  obje£lional  matter  ihould  be  wholly  irrelevant 
to  the  prayer,  and  evidently  introduced  only  with  the  view  of 
ih^wing  difrcfpedl  to  the  Houfe,  he  would  be  of  opinidn  that 
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fuch  a  petition  ought  to  be  rejedcd ;  but,  if  the  terms  of  the 
petition  were  relevant  to  the  prayer,  the  expreflTions  rauft  be 
very  ftrong  indeed,  v^hich  wouki,  in  his  mind,  authorife  its 
rejeftion. — In  this  refpeft,  however,  he  did  not  go  quite  fo 
far  as  fome  others,  and  particularly  the  prefent  Lord  Chan- 
cellor,  who,   on  the  memorable  occafion  of  the  Middlefex 
election,  had  thought,  and  had  diftinAly  fo  expreiTed  himfelf, 
that  the  right  of  the  people  was  fo  ftrong  to  petition  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons;  that  nothing  contained  in  the  petition, 
however  objedionable,    if  relevant  to  the  prayer  of  it,  could 
authorife  its  rejeftion.     This  doftrine  had  been  then  applied 
by  that  noble  Lord,  to  the  petition  and  remonftrance  of  the 
city  of  London,  containing  the  monftrous  dodrine,  that  the 
Parliament  was  fo  fundamentally  vitiated,  that  they  had  no 
power  to  enaft  laws,,  or  to  exercife  any  legiflative  authority. 
In  this  cafe  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  dodrine  had  been  puih- 
cd  too  far.     As  he  had  never  fecn  the  petition  which  was  now 
thefubjeA  of  difcuflion,  he  could  not  fay  decifively,  that  there 
were  no  objedionable  parts  in  it ;  but,  if  the  objedlion  was 
limited  to  the  firft  part  of  the  petition,  he  was  fo  far  from 
thinking  it  difrefpeflful,  that  he  thought  it  abfolutely  neceffary, 
in  fupport  of  the  prayer  of.  the  petition,  for  the  petitioners  tQ 
flate  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  not  virtually,  and,  in  the 
juft  fenfe  of  the  word,  the  true  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of 
England.     It  had  been  faid,  that  there  was  a  material  diftinc- 
tion    betwixt  the  language  which  might  be  fpoken  in  the 
courfe  of  debate  in  that  Houfe,  and  the  language  which  was 
proper  and  decent  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  petitions.     It  had  been 
faid  that  freedom  of  fpeech  was  an  eflential  part  of  the  Confti- 
tution.     But  is  not  the  freedom  of  petitioning.equally  fo  ?  and, 
if  fo,  may  not  petitioners  ftate  their  grievances  in  ftrong  terms  ? 
He  could  not  fee  with  what  propriety  this  petition  could  be  rc- 
je3ed,  unlefs  they  were  to  fay  that  they  would  rejeft  all  peti- 
tions praying  for  univerfal  perfonal  reprefentation ;  for  his  part 
he  would  not  refufe  to  admit  them,  becaufe  he  did  not  con- 
ceive hinifelf  entitled  fo  to  do,  though  he  was  pretty  well  af- 
fured  that  he  could  never  agree  to  fuch  a  propodtion.     The  pe- 
tition from  the  county  of  Nottingham,  in  1785,  which  had 
been  received  by  the  Houfe,  feemed  to  him  much  ftronger 
than  the  prdent.    The  petitioners  there  faid,  that  they  had 
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thought  the  Conftitution  good,  till  awaked  by  the  calatnitous 
eonfequences  of  the  American  war: — ^That  petition  did  not 
go  againft  the  form  of  the  reprefentation,  but  againft  the  whole 
Conftitution.  It  was  therefore  his  opinion  that  the  prefent  pe  • 
tition  ought  to  be  received.  Where  he  to  be  aflced,  whether 
there  was  any  petition  which  he  would  rejeft  ?  he  would  an* 
fwer  that  he  would  certainly  be  for  rejecting  any  petition^ 
which  ihould  deviate  from  the  fubje£l  of  its  prayer,  for  the 
evident  purpofe  of  infulting  the  Houfe ;  or  where  fuch  infult 
appeared  clearly  to  be  the  objedof  it,  inftead  of  the  remedy  of 
die  grievance  complained  of.  If  the  Houfe  fhould  rejed  the 
petition,  it  might  tend  to  imprefs  the  people  with  a  belief  that 
they  felt  fore  upon  the  fubje£t,  and  in  this  view  he  thought  it 
impolitic  as  well  as  unjuft.  He  had  always  wiihed  to  pre(ervc 
the  refpeA  of  that  Houfe,  which  he  had  ever  coniidered  of  the 
highefl.  importance.  Important,  from  the  danger  which  muft 
luriie  to  the  Conftitution  from  its  being  no  longer  able  to  <^- 
rate  as  a  check  upon  the  Crown ;  and  from  the  danger  of  the 
Crown,  and  that  Houfe  becoming  unable  to  oppofe  the  pro- 
grefs  of  lawlefs  anarchy.  The  heft  way  to  preferve  the  refpeft 
of  the  Houfe  was,  to  ftiew  a  kindnefs  to  the  people,  and  not 
to  treat  them  with  difdain.  It  was  indeed  fomewhat  furprifmg, 
that  thofe  who  oppofed  fo  much  every  fpecies  of  innovation, 
fhould  now  wifti  to  adopt  a  mode  of  proceeding  fo  new;  the 
Houfe  had,  in  1785,  received  the  petition  from  the  county  of 
Nottingham,  which  he  had  already  mentioned ;  they  had  alfo 
received  others,  on  the  fame  fubjed,  in  1783  and  1784,  ex- 
prefled  in  terms  not  lefs  ftrong  than  the  prefent  one.  An  ho- 
npurable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilber£orce,)  had  faid,  that  it  may 
be  right  to  receive  a  petition  at  one  time,  and  not  at  anothef  ; 
but  he  had  not  ftated  in  what  the  difference  confifted  betwixt 
the  year  1785,  and  the  prefent  time.  One  eflential  difference 
was,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him 
(Mr.  Pitt)  had  now  changed  his  mind.  That  right  honourable 
gentleman,  at  that  time,  was  a  fupporter  of  reform,  and  every 
petition  in  favour  of  it  was  of  courfe  received.  What  other 
difference  the  honourable  gentleman  might  allude  to  he  could 
not  tell :  for,  was  not  this  a  period  when  the  ftrongeft  attach- 
ment had  been  fliewn  to  the  Conftitution,  while,  in  1785, 
the  idea  of  that  extraordinary  fyftem  of  general  reprefentationj 
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was  even  entertained  ^nd  avowed  by  Members  of  His  MajeC* 
ty's  Cabinet.  In  his  opinion  there  was  no  way  fo  likely  to 
perfuade  the  people  that  they  have  few  grievances,  as  when 
the  Houfe  (hewed  themfetves  willing  to  inveftigate  them.— 
There  was,  fomehow,  an  idea  of  a  different  kind  always  en* 
tertained  by  the  people,  when  their  fuperiors  feemed  averfe  to 
liften  to  their  complaints.  He  would  therefore  conclude  with 
giving  his  vote  for  bringing  up  the  petition. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that,  with  refpeft  to  the 
allufions  which  had  been  made  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  juft  fat  down,  as  to  the  opinion  faid  to  have  beeti 
given  by  a  noble  Lord  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  at  a  former  pe- 
riod ;  as  he  was  not  in  the  Houfe  at  the  time,  he  had  no  per* 
fonal  knowledge  of  what  then  pafled ;  but,  if  the  noble  Lord 
had  cxptefled  himfelf  in  the  precife  manner  which  had  been 
ftated,  it  would  only  be  a  ptoof,  that  very  wife  and  very  able 
men  may  fometimes  fay  very  fooliih  things.  He  conceived  ■ 
the  petition  now  in  queftion  to  be  highly  indecent  and  difre- 
rpedful  \  it  feemed  to  him  to  be  juft  the  fame  as  if  a  perfon 
going  to  petition  His  Majefty,  t^rith  the  crown  upon  his 
bead,  fliould  fay  to  His  Majefty,  that  feeing  him  wear  the 
crown,  he  was  obliged,  in  point  of  form,  to  petition  him, 
but  that  he  muft  tell  him  he  had  no  right  to  wear  it ;  or  if, 
in  prefenting  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  he  (hould  tell 
their  Lordftiips,  that  he  knew  they  had  no  right  to  fit  in  that 
Houfe.  Such  was  the  language  now  held  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  the  prefent  petition  ;  and  he  did  not  think  that 
tht  words  which  were  introduced,  and  had  been  fo  much  refted 
upoii,  viz.  **  in  the  juft  fenfe  of  the  words,*'  made  any  diffe- 
rence whiftever:  in  his  opinion  the  Houfe  would  ftiow  rather 
a  bad  tafte,  if  they  received  fuch  a  petition ;  and  it  feemed  in- 
deed to  him  as  if  the  petitioners  had  had  a  defire  to  offer  fome- 
thing  to  the  Houfe  which  they  would  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
rejeding.  Why  fhould  gentlemen  have  rccourfe  to  the  peti- 
tion from  the  county  of  Nottingham^  which  had  been  prefentcd 
many  years  ago,  and  not  rather  to  that  from  the  town  of  Nob- 
tlngham,  within  thefe  few  weeks?  The  prefent  petitioners 
^otfld  from  thence  be  taught  what  they  ought  to  do;  they 
were  then  t6ld  that  they  might  ftate  their  grievances  as  ftrongly 
as  diey  pieared,  but  they  muft  do  it  in  decent  and  refpe£tful 
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terms ;  they  muft  not  addrefs  that  Houfe  as  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  at  the  fame  time  deny  its  exiftcnce.  He  muft 
therefore  give  his  vote  for  rejefting  this  petition ;  which  he 
would  do  with  the  lefs  relu£tance,  becaufe  he  knew  the  peti- 
tioners had  it  in  their  power  to  prefent  a  petition  next  day  to 
the  very  fame  cffeft,  ftating  their  grievances  with  no  lefs  pre- 
cifion  and  diftinSnefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  fuch  terms, 
that  the  Houfe  could  have  no  difficulty  in  receiving  it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  fliould  not  advert  to  all  the 
Angular  expreffions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Dundas)  but  one  appeared  to  him  to  be  deferving  of  fome  no- 
tice, namely,  that  it  Tometimes  happened  that  a  very  wife 
man  faid  a  very  foolifli  thing.  The  coriclufion  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  evidently  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  draw  from 
this  obfervation,  was,  that  the  prefent  Chancellor,  who  made 
ufe  of  the  exprcflion  alluded  to,  faid  a  very  fooU(h  thing,  and 
fuch  as  in  the  fober  hour  of  refledion  he 'would  condemn. — 
His  prefent  fituation  allowed  him  that  refledion,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  but  that  high  and  exalted  charader  had  availed  him- 
felf  of  the  advantage  of  that  fituation,  and  thought  many  things 
which  he  faid  on  various  other  occafions  were  now  very  foolifli 
things.  That  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  formerly  faid  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  others  with  whom  he 
aAed,  had  obtained  the  power  which  they  now  held  in  a  man- 
ner perfedUy  unconftitutional,  and  as  a  precedent  highly  dan- 
gerous to  this  country — that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  he 
had  no  doubt,  now  thought  a  very  foolifli  obfervation.  He 
had  alfo  highly  reprobated  the  conduft  of  the  Members  of  the 
prefent  adminiftraiion,  with  refpeft  to  the  regulation  of  the  af- 
fairs  of  India,  and  particularly  with  refpe£k  to  the  India  bill ; 
he  had  faid  that  the  whole  of  the  meafure  was  of  a  nature  fo 
flagrant  that  it  ought  to  have  forfeited  His  Majefty's  Miniftcri 
the  confidence  of  the  Public — that  alfo,  he  now,  no  doubt, 
thought  a  very  foolifli  thing.  With  refpedl  to  the  prefent  pe- 
tition being  in  language  not  fufficiently  refpe£tful,  he  main- 
tained, that  the  Nottingham  petition,  to  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  alluded,  was  much  ftronger  than  the  prefent ;  and 
he  muft  confefs,  he  fufpe£led  that  the  objection  to  the  rough- 
ncfs  of  the  language  was  not  the  real  caufe  why  this  petition 
was  oppofed  ^  he  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion^  by  a  rccol- 
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le(5lion  of  the  conduft  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  at 
the  time  of  prefenting  the  Nottingham  petition.  And  as  to  the 
obfervation  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas,) 
that  the  Houfe  would  not  (hew  its  talte  by  receiving  this  peti- 
tion, he  could  only  fay,  that  this  petition  being  drawn  up  by 
poor  and  plain  mechanics,  they  had  not  the  power  of  explain- 
ing their  thoughts  in  that  attick  elegance  of  ftile,  for  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed. 
Whether  the  petition  could  have  been  better  worded  to  [ileaf^ 
fome  honourable  Members  of  that  Houfe  was  foreign  from  the 
prefent  fubjed  of  debate :  but  for  the  petitioners  toftiave  ex- 
preffed  their  thoughts  h^0^ist  LA^ufcd.  *h^  eilrj^  at  all  of 
their  grievance,  he  mamtaincd  to  be  impoffible.  They  faid 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  not,  in  the  juft  fenfe  of  the 
words,  what  they  were,  from  form,  obliged  to  term  it,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aiTembled.  That 
was  the  very  grievance  they  complained  of,  and  they  were 
mild  in  the  choice  of  their  expreffions,  for  if  they  had  faid  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  prefent  were  not  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflembled,  they  would  not  have 
been  juftified ;  but  they  went  to  no  fuch  ofFenfive  length  in 
their  expreffions,  for  they  had,  in  the  juft  fenfe  of  the  words, 
ihewed  the  refpeft  they  had  far  the  Houfe  as  it  was  now  con- 
ftituted ;  but  they  went  ftill  farther,  for  they  added  that  they 
for  form  were  obliged  to  term  them  fo.  That  the  Houfe  as 
^ow  formed,  was  the  Commons  in  Parliament  aflembled,  was 
a  bold  aflcrtion.  Would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fay 
they  were  fo  ?  Thefe  things  confidered,  he  was  ready  to  af- 
firm that  in  this  opinion*  there  was  not  a  more  refpeftful  ftyle 
to  be  adopted,  confiftently  with  the  fpirit  of  the  petition  and 
the  nature  of  the  grievance  it  complained  of,  and  the  remedy  it 
called  for.  He  faid  the  language  of  the  petition  was  correft  ; 
and  he  would  aflc  the  gentlemen  who  objedled  to  it,  to  fay,  that 
they  would  undertake  to  prove  it  was  not  true  ;  the  faft  was, 
that  they  felt  fincerely  the  truth  of  it.  As  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  debate  was  to  be  carried  on  for  Monday  next,  he 
knew  nothing  of  it ;  how  the  event  ihould  happen  did  nor  be- 
long to  him  to  anticipate ;  he  feared,  however,  from  the  fpirit 
of  exultation  which  he  perceived  on  the  other  fide,  when  that 
fubjcA  was  alluded  to,  that  confidence  was  entertained  his 


356  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793; 

bonourable  friend's  motion  would  be  negatived.  It  was  not 
poflible  for  him  to  fay,  that  it  would  not  then  appear  to  certain 
gentlemen,  and  partiularly  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  what  was  thought  wife  at  one  time,  might  be  thought 
fooli(h  at  another;  and  that  what  was  fooliih  at  one  time 
might  be  wife  at  another.  Thefe  things  were  explained  to 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  by  his  great  preceptor,  the 
right  honourable  Secretary  of  State,  and  he  had  not  the  Icaft 
doubt  but  that  they  were  explained  to  his  fatisfaction  ;  in  this 
idea  he  was  a  good  deal  confirmed,  by  the  folemn  filence  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman.  He  had  no  doubt  that  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  appeared  to  that  right  honourable  gentleman 
now  a  very  foolifh  thing.  The  anticipation  however  of  fuch 
an  event,  he  was  fure,  would  not  difcourage  his  honourable 
friend  in  the  caufe  in  which  he  .had  embarked.  And  as  to  pe- 
titions and  the  fqueamiih  nicety  which  had  appeared  of  late 
about  receiving  them,  unlefs  penned  in  fuch  and  fuch  language, 
he  had  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  the  Houfe  would  foon  be 
compelled  to  receive  them.  He  had  no  wifli  to  fay  any  thing 
that  (hould  tend  to  bring  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe  into  quef- 
tion ;  on  the  contrary,  he  wifhed  to  fee  it  fupported.  But, 
with  regard  to  the  prefcnt  petition,  his  duty  compelled  him  to 
lay,  that  if  the  petition  was  rejected,  it  would  not  be  becaufe 
it  was  difrcfpe£lful  in  language,  but  becaufe  it  told  the  truth. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  faid  he  was,  and  always  had  been,  for 
receiving  petitions,  but  not  for  infultingthat  Houfe.  The  pe- 
titioners  in  this  cafe  had  only  dated  a  grievance,  which  ought 
in  his  opinion  to  be  attended  to.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been 
more  properly  worded :  but  he  did  nor  fee  any  thing  that  (hould 
have  induced  him  at  any  time,  particularly  at  this  time,  to 
vote  for  its  rejedlion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
neceffary  for  him  to  trouble  the  Houfe  much  at  length  on  the 
prefent  bccafion.  As  to  the  filence  to  which  an  honourable 
gentleman  had  alluded,  he  could  only  fay  that,  confidcring  the 
nature  of  his  fituation,  and  the  frequent  occafions  he  had  to 
addrefs  them,  an  apology  from  him  would  be  oftencr  wanted 
for  fpeaking  than  for  remaining  filent.  He  had  another  reafon 
for  remaining  filent  until  now,  which  was,  that  many  things 
he  heard  in  this  debate  had  been  already  anfwered,  and  many 
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required  no  anfwer.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  what  hap- 
pened fome  time  ago  in  debates  in  that  Houfe>  with  refpedl  t^ 
the  right  of  petitioning;  and  the  arguments  of  a  noble  Lord 
had  been  alluded  to  upon  that  fubje£t ;  what  that  noble  Lord 
had  faid  upon  that  occafion,  he  knew  not,  but  it  did  not  feeai 
to  him  to  be  detailed  to-day  in  a  language  fufficiently  accurate 
to  influence  the  decifion  of  that  Houfe  upon  the  preftnt  qu^f* 
tion.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was  ftriAly  regular  to  tal^e  no- 
tice of  what  was  intended  to  be  done  on  the  debate  on  Monday, 
But  he  would  fay,  that  when  the  queftion  of  a  Parliamentary 
Reform  came  to  be  agitated,  he  fliould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe 
reafons  why  he  thought  that  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  in  what^ 
ever  (bape  it  may  come,  (hould  be  oppofed  at  the  prefent  time. 
And  he  Ihould  alfo  compare  the  fenliments  he  entertained  at 
this  time  with  thofe  he  had  formed  upon  a  former  occafion. 
But  he  begged  now  to  obferve,  that  the  queftion  at  prefent 
before  the  Houfe  was,  whether  the  nature  of  the  petition  pre- 
fented  to  them  was  fuch  as  they  ought  to  receive,  and  whether 
it  did  not  contain  matter  of  evident  difrefpedl  to  the  Houfe? 
The  expreflions  which  had  been  complained  of  were  clearly 
unneceiTaiily  introduced;  and  that  of  itfelf,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  a  reafon  for  thinking  that  the  difrefpcfl  was  intentional. 
With  refpeft  to  the  obfervation,  that  it  was  an  objeft  with 
thofe  who  objected  to  this  petition,  to  rejeA  it,  becaufe  of  the 
truth  of  it,  and  with  a  view  that  its  contents  might  not  be 
kr.own,  he  muft  fay,  that  nothing  remained  to  be  known  at 
prefent  upon  that  fubjed,  but  whether  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons would  or  would  not  receive  it ;  the  contents  of  the  pe- 
tition itfelf  were  already  fufficiently  well  known.  But  the 
reafons  on  which  he  grounded  his  objcdion  to  the  receiving 
the  petition  was,  that  it  did  not  acknowledge  the  Houfe  to  be 
of  a  charaSer  legally  eftablifhed  to  redrefsany  grievance  at  all* 
becaufe  it  did  not  ftate  them  as  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain^ 
but  fuch  as  the  petitioners  were  bound  to  term  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain.  Alfo,  that  the  petitioners  had  not  ftated  any 
means  by  which  they  conceived  that  the  form  (hould  be  amend- 
ed— nothing  by  which  the  Conftitution  (hould  be  more  fecure ; 
nothing  by  which  their  rights  and  privileges  could  be  better 
prote&ed  or  fecured.  He  concluded  with  giving  his  dilfent  to 
t\^  bringing  up  of  this  petition. 
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Mr.  FOX  explained,  and  faid  he  was  confident  of  the 
words  he  quoted  froili  the  fpeech  of  the  prefent  Lord  Chancel- 
lor. It  was  not  his  only,  but  it  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Grenvillc,  and  he  believed  others  who  were  ftill  Members  of 
that  Houfe.  He,  however,  had  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that 
if  a  petition  was  prefented  to  that  Houfe,  denying  its  power  to 
a£k  as  the  reprefentative  body  for  the  people,  to,  raifc  fupplies, 
mod  fo  on,  that  would  tend  to  bring  the  power  of  that  Houfe 
krto  public  contempt,  and  therefore  to  the  reception  of  fuch  a 
petition  he  (hoxAd  give  his  negative ;  but  there  was  nothing  of 
fbat  nature  in  the  prefent  petition,  and  therefore  he  (hould 
¥Otc  for  its  being  now  received. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  he  faw  no  reafon  for  rejeding 
this  petition,  on  account  of  its  being  worded  difrefpedfully  to 
the  Houfe.  The  petitioners  had  allowed  that  the  prefent 
Houfe  flood  in  the  place  of  what  ought  to  be  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflembled.  And  they  allowed 
that  the  preftnt  Houfe  had  the  power  to  proceed  to  the  redrels 
of  the  grievances  complained  of,  by  originating  a  bill  for  that 
imrpofe.  As  to  the  obfervation  of  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man,  that  if  a  petition  were  prefented  to  the  King,  faying, 
**  you  have  no  right  to  the  crown  you  have  upon  your  head," 
Mr.  Whitbread  faid,  he  conceived  that  would  be  high  treafim, 
and  punifliable  as  fuch,  and  therefore  was  not  to  be  compared 
to  a  petition  for  the  rcdrefs  of  a  grievance.  The  fame  objec- 
tion was  applicable  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  obfer- 
vation  upon  a  petition  that  might  be  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  dating  it  to  be  improper  that  there  fhould  be  a  privileged 
order  of  men,  and  demanding  that  no  Peers  ihould  in  fiiturer 
be  created.  That  petition  would  be  irregular,  becaufc  it  was 
the  King  alone  who  had  the  power  of  creating  a  nobility. — 
But  the  prefent  petitioners  had  a  right  to  addrefs  that  Houfe^ 
and  in  the  language  of  the  prefent  petition ;  for  if  the  griev- 
ance was  not  to  be  flatcd,  the  remedy  could  not  be  applied. 

Mr.  GREY  explained.  He  faid,  that  he  was  willing  to 
ftate  freety  what  had  happened  with  regard  to  himfelf,  and  thofe 
with  whom  he  had  afted.  He  had  no  connexion  with  thofe 
who  had  prefented  this  petition ;  he  had  no  (hare  whatever  in 
the  buliuefs,  until  the  petition  was  figned,  then  it  came  to 
him  ;  and  he  faid,  on  perufing  if,  he  faw  in  it  nothing  which 
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in  his  opinion  ought  to  induce  the  Houfe  of  Common^  to  re- 
jcft  it.  He  hoped  the  Houfe  would  receive  that  explanation 
of  his  condu(5t  in  anfwer  to  fome  alluflons  which  had  been 
made.  This  petition  he  certainly  did  not  advife ;  though  if  he 
bady  he  (hould  not  be  forry,  for  he  faw  nothing  in  it  that  was 
improper. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  receiving  the  petition,  29  ;  Againft  it,  108. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  then  prefented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Birmingham,  figned  by  2,720  perfons,  of  whxck 
the  following  is  a  copy  : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament 

ailembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Birmingham, 

Humbly  Shewcth^ 
*•  That,  according  to  the  undifputcd  principles  and  forms  of  the 
Conftitution,  the  Government  of  this  kingdom  ought  to  be  by  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons ;  that  the  three  cflates,  in  the  exercife  of  their 
rcfpe^ive  fimdions,  ought  to  be  independent  of  each  other;  that 
the  third  eftate,  profeiling  by  its  title  to  be,  u  hat  the  Conflitution  in« 
tended  it  (liould  be,  *'  The  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parlia- 
•*  ment  alTcmblcd,"  ought  to  be  freely  eledtcd  by  the  Commons  of 
the  kingdom,  or  by  a  majority  thereof;  that,  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  notorious,  that  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  infiead  of 
being  fo  clefted,  which  alone  could  make  them  a  real  rcprelbntation 
of  the  people,  are  in  many  inflances  appointed  by  the  dire(5t  autho- 
rity or  influence  of  the  Executive  Power ;  in  many  others,  by  the 
foie  choice  of  powerful  individuals;  and,  in  a  ilill  greater  number, 
by  little  bodies  of  men,  to  the  general  cxclufion  ot  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  ;  that  in  thofe  places  where  the  choice  of  Members 
tofcrve  in  Parliament  being  left  in  the  hands  of  a  great  number  of 
electors,  has  more  the  aj>pearance  of  a  popular  ad^,  the  elections  are 
in  general  conduced  in  luch  a  manner,  and  fuccefs  obtained  by  fuch 
means,  as  to  become  a  fource  of  ruin  to  the  candidates,  and  ot  riot, 
diforder,  debauchery,  and  proftitution  of  every  fort  among  the  pco- 
lie;  that,  independent  of  the  numbcrkls  illegal  returns  obtained 
»y  bribery,  the  right  of  election  is,  in  many  cafes,  fa  ill  nfccrrained, 
and  the  ffctions  to  which  it  is  attached,  are  fo  doubtful  or  obfcure, 
as  to  become  the  fource  and  the  fubject  of  perpetual  litigation  ;  that, 
in  trying  the  validity  of  fuch  returns,  the  time  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  is  wafled,  the  bufincfs  of  the  nation  is  cmbarrafled  or  re« 
tarded,  and  the  mod  fcandalous  fcenes  of  perjury  and  corruption 
laid  open  without  redrefs  or  remedy,  while  the  perfons  returned 
againu  right,  occupy  the  place  of  thofe  who  have  been  duly  ele(5ted| 
ibr  fereral  feflions  in  fome  cafes,  fitting  and  voting  in  Parliament^ 
deciding  00  the  interefts,  and  difpofing  of  the  property  of  the  peo* 
pie,  from  whom  it  appears  at  length  that  they  have  received  no 
triifi»  commiflion,  or  delegation  whatfoever;  that  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
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Bions^  fo  conftituted,  cannot  be  coniidered  as  a  true  reprcfcntativc  of 
the  willy  or  judgement  of  the  Commons,  or  as  a  faithful  guardian 
of  the  interefts  of  the  people.  ' 

**  That  your  petitioners  are  convinced,  that  the  chormous  debt  in 
Ivhich  the  nation  is  involved,  and  the  intolerable  taxes  which  they 
are  compelled  to  pay,  would  not  have  exilled,  and,  that  the  vital 
blood  of  this  country  would  not  have  been  wafted,  as  it  has  been, 
in  fo  many  ruinous  and  unnecelTary  wars,  if  the  Houfeof  Commoni 
bad  been  heretofore  fo  conftru^ed,  as  to  poilefs  cither  the  inclina- 
tion or  the  capacity  to  perform  the  functions  that  belong  to  their  fta- 
tion  ;  and  that,  upon  a  review  of  the  circumftances  of  the  nation, 
we  cannot  believe  that  a  people,  who  pay  above  twenty  millions  a 
year  in  direft  taxes,  could  have  been  loaded  with  a  debt  of  two  bun- 
dred  and  fifty  millions,  if  that  body  of  men,  to  whom  the  care  of 
the  public  purfe  is  efpecially  cntrufted,  had  been  really  the  rcprc- 
fentativesof  the.people,  voting  under  the  impreffion  of  a  comraoa 
intereft,  and  without  any  temptation  of  private  advantage,  to  fcducc 
or  influence  their  judgement  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

•'  Your  petitioners  therefore,  relying  on  the  virtue  of  fomc,  and 
on  fthc  prucience  of  many  individuals,  humbly  requeft  that  this  ho- 
nourable Houfe  will  forthwith  take  thcfe  prcmifes  into  their  ferioui 
confideration,  and  adopt  fuch  a  plan  for  a  thorough  reform  in  the 
reprefentatiou  of  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  as  may,  in  the  firft 
place,  make  it  derive  its  exigence  from  the  free  choice  of  the  people, 
as  may  fecure  its  independence  when  chofen,  and  finally,  make  the 
ineafure  of  (hortening  the  duration  of  Parliaments  as  fafc  as  it  is  ia- 
difpenfably  ncccflary." 

On  the  queflion  being  put^  and  the  voices  hcard^  the  Speakefi 
by  miftake  we  prcfame,  faid  the  Noes  had  it. 

The  Houfe  divided ; 

Ayes,  for  receiving  the  petition,  102;  Noes,  04. 

A  petition  of  a  fimilar  nature  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Lamb- 
ton,  for  the  city  of  Durham  and  its  neighbourhood,  figned  by 
a  great  number  of  perfons.  This  petition  was  alfo  received, 
And  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  gave  notice,  that  on  account  of  the 
preflure  of  other  bufinefs,  he  fhould.not  bring  forward  his  mo- 
tion upon  the  King's  proclamation  of  the  20th  of  February  laft, 
but  thai  he  (hould  bring  it  forward  this  day  fe  nnight. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  whick 
V^as  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  for  iffuing  five  millioDS 
upon  Exchequer  bills,  and  for  the  fupport  of  public  credit. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to-morrow. 

Mf.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Ae  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 


A.  1793,  DEBATES,  361 

on  the  ftale  of  the  Government  and  Trade  of  India.    The 
Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  accordingly, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  moved  the  lixth  refolution,  as  fol- 
lows : 

*'  That  it  appears  to  be  fit  and  proper  to  continue  to  th6 
"  Eaft-India  Company  their  exclufive  trade,  within  the  limits 
•*  now  enjoyed  by  them,  for  a  farther  term  of  twenty  years, 
*'  to  be  computed  from  the  ift  of  March,  1794,  liable  to  be  ' 
**  difcontinued  at  the  end  of  fuch  period,  if  three  years  notice 
'*  fliall  previouOy  be  given  by  Parliament ;  fubjed,  neverthc- 
*'  lefs,  to  the  rdgulations  herein-after  fpecified,  for  promoting 
"  the  export  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  of  the 
**  growth,  produce,  or  manufadlure  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
*'  land,  and  for  encouraging  individuals  to  carry  on  trade  to 
"  and  from  the  Eaft  Indies.** 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  he  (hould  take  no  farther  part  in 
thedifcuflion  of  thismeafure,  excef^t  to  proteft  againft  it.  The 
fame  fraud  and  falfehood  ran  through  every  part  of  the  plan* 
In  one  place,  it  pretended, to  continue  the  territorial  acquifitiorts 
and  revenues  in  the  pojfejjion  of  the  Eafi^  India  Company^  while  in 
faft  it  veiled  them  in  the  prefent  Minifters  of  the  Crown, 
through  the  ,tiominaI  medium  of  a  Court  of  Directors ;  and 
not,,  as  it  fhould  have  been,  avowedly  in  the  Crown  itfelf.  In 
the  other,  it  pretended  to  continue  to  the  Eaft-India  Company 
their /jrr/f^<z;^  trade ;  when,  in  fa£l,  under  the  nameofregu^ 
lations,  it  invited  and  encouraged  individuals  to  carry  on  trade  to 
and  from  the  Eafi  Indies  ;  that  is,  it  really  laid  the  trade  open. 
All  that  the  Company  had  to  do,  or  rather  would  be  under  an 
obligation  to  doy  was  to  provide ^  at  reafonable  rates  of  freight ^ 
three  thouf and  tons  ofjhipping  every  year y  for  carrying  out  to  India 
the  private  trade  of  individuals^  and  for  bringing  back  the  returns 
of  the  fame!  Such  was  the'charler  of  trade  to  the  India  Com- 
pany which  was  now  to  be  renewed,  and  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  thought  fit  to  call  exclufive.  He  could 
eafily  conceive  what  purpofes  might  be  anfwered,  and  what  in- 
tcrcfts  might  be  ferved,  by  renewing  the  charter  in  this  form, 
under  a  falfe  general  title,  and  then  taking  it  away  in  the  de- 
tain But  they  were  fuch  as  no  man  would  avow,  and  fuch  as 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  never  admit  or  countenance,  if 
they  were  avowed.     All  that  was  exafted  of  them  now,  was  t« 
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pretend  to  be  deceived  by  the  grofleft  fallacies,  and  to  fwallow 
the  mod  palpable  contradidlions. 

Mr.'  FOX  faid,  that  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  was  conduS- 
ed  in  a  manner  which  he  exceedingly  lamented.  He  wifhed  a 
Committee  had  been  appointed  to  difcufs  the  queftion  firft,  and 
that, the  whole  fhould  be  afterwards  difculTed  in  the  Houfe; 
but  the  refolutions  were  now  almoft  a  matter  of  courfe.  How- 
ever, when  the  fubjeft  came  before  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  have 
many  objedlions  to  make ;  thefe,  he  thought,  ought  to  come 
when  the  refolutions  came  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  fhould  not  enter  into  any  argu- 
ment now  upon  the  fubjeft ;  he  fhould  be  ready  to  do  fo  on  a 
future  day :  he  had  many  obfervations  to  make  upon  the  fubjed 
of  the  patronage  which  would  be  created  by  the  prefcnt  plan. 
He  faid  alfo,  that  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  it  would  be  bet- 
ter that  the  trade  (hould  be  laid  open. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  expreffed  his  readinefs  to  meet 
the  honourable  gentleman. 

The  propofitions  were  gone  through  and  agreed  to  ;  as  were 
alfo  the  following  additional  refolutions,  moved  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das  : 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  it  will  be 
for  the  mutual  convenience  and  advantage  of  the  Public,  the 
Eafl- India  Company,  and  the  holders  of  certain  annuities,  to 
the  amount  of  2,992,44.01.  5s.  capital,  carrying  an  intered  af- 
ter the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum,  amounting  to  89,773!.  15s. 
(being  part  of  the  fum  of  4,2oo,oool.  due  and  owing  by  the 
Public  to  the  faid  Company)  and  which  were  fold  by  the  faid 
Company,  by  virtue  of  an  z&  of  Parliament  of  the  23d  year  of 
KingGeofge  II.  that  the  faid  annuities,  and  likewife  certain 
other  annuities  to  the  amount  of  1,207,5591.  15s.  capital,  bear- 
ing an  interefl,  after  the  like  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum, 
amounting  to  36,2261.  i6s.  (being  the  remainder  of  the  fum  ot 
4,2oo,oool.  due  by  the  Public  to  the  faid  Company}  and  which, 
by  virtue  of  different  ads  of  Parliament,  the  Company  have 
been  empowered  to  fell  or  mortgage,  be  placed,  with  the  con- 
ibnt  of  the  faid  Company  and  annuitants,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  be  engrafted  upon,  and  confolidated  with,  the  ftock  called 
3  per  cent,  reduced  annuities,  payable  at  the  Bank  ;  and  fuch 
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'  engraftment  and  confolidation,  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  re- 
demption of  the  faid  feveral  loans,  as  between  the  Public  and 
the  faid  Eaft-India  Company,  and  that  inftead  of  the  annual 
fum  of  126,0001.  in  refpeft  of  the  annuities  aforefaid,  with  an 
allowance  for  charges  of  management,  being  iflucd  at  the  Ex-« 
chequer  to  the  faid  Company,  the  faid  annual  fum  be  in  future 
iifued  at  the  Exchequer  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Eart-India  Company, 
and  the  faid  annuitants,  according  to  their  refpeAive  (hares, 
and  that  the  allowances  made  to  the  faid  Company,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  an  aft  of  24th  of  King  George  II.  for  the  charges  and 
expellees  attending  the  receiving,  paying,  transferring,  and 
tranfafting  the  affairs  of  the  faid  annuitants,  amounting  to 
1,687!.  per  annum,  t)emade  to  ceafe  and  determine." 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  power 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  to  fell  or  mortgage  their  (hare  of 
the  faid  annuities,  be  preferred  to  them  ^  and  that  after  the 
faid  engraftment  or  confolidation,  the  (hares  of  the  feveral  an- 
nuitants, and  of  the  faid  Company^  (hall  be  fubjeft  to  the  like 
trufts  and  incumbrances,  as  would  have  obtained,  if  no  fuch 
engraftment  or  change  of  management  had  taken  place ;  and 
that  the  faid  annuities  be  made  fubjeft  to  redemption  by  the 
Public." 

*^  That  it  is  the  opinion' of  this  Committee,  that  if  under 
the  prefent  embafly  to  the  Court  of  Pekin,  any  ce(fion  of  ter- 
ritory (hall  be  obtained,  diftinft  and  fcparate  from  the  Conti- 
nent of  China,  and  wholly  free  from  any  jurifdiftion  or  autho- 
rity of  the  Chinefe  Government  j  in  that  cafe,  and  fo  long  as 
the  fame  (hall  fo  remain,  individuals  Ihall  be  permitted,  under 
fuch  regulations  and  reftriftions  as  (hall  be  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Commrlfioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India,  to  export  Bri- 
tifli  and  Irifh  merchandize  in  the  Company's  (liips,  at  a  mo-* 
derate  rate  of  freight,  the  fame  being  configned  to  the  Com- 
pany's fupracargoes,  or  fuch  other  perfons  as  the  Company, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  faid  Board  of  Commiifioners,  (hall 
licenfe  to  refide  for  that  purpofe  only  ;  and  that  fuch  perfons 

.  (hall  be  rellrained  from  any  conneftion  or  intercourfe  with  the 
Continent  of  China,  from  any  other  trade  or.  concern  what- 
ever, fave  and  except  the  faleof  Britifh  and  Irifh  manufaftures 
before  mentioned,  and  from  any  interference  with  the  affairs  of 
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the  Company,  and  be  fubje£l  to  the  ufual  covenants  entered 
into  by  the  fervants  of  the  Company,  they  paying  the  produce 
into  the  Company's  treafury  for  bills  at  the  adual  rate  of  ex- 
change at  the  time ;  but  that  no  perfon  whatever  be  permitted 
to  reflde  in  any  place  or  places  To  ceded,  or  to  trade  or  commu- 
nicate with  any  port  or  place  in  China^  who  is  not  a  fervant 
of  the  Company." 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Tuefday  next ; 
»nd  in  order  to  introduce  fome  additional  propofitions,  leave 
was  given  to  the  Committee  to  fit  again  on  that  day. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday f  yl  May. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  "  That  the  order  for  the  fecond  reading 
^*  of  the  Stockbridge  Incapacitating  bill  on  Monday  next, 
^*  fhould  be  read,"  which  being  done, 

Mr.  ROSE  again  rofe,  and  dated  himfelf  to  be  an  enemy, 
In  general,  to  all  bills  of  pains  and  penalties.  In  the  pre  Cent 
cafe,  the  bill  went  to  difqualify  upwards  of  fixty  eledlors  of  the 
borough  of  Stockbridge,  againft  none  of  whom,  as  it  appeared 
to  him,  was  any  dircft  proof  of  bribery  or  corruption  brought 
home  by  the  evidence  ;  he  difapproved  entirely  of  the  principle 
.  of  the  bill,  and  would  therefore  conclude  with  moving,  that 
the  order  for  its  fecond  reading  on  Monday  next,  fliould  be 
difcharged. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  he  could  not  reftrain  himfclf  from 
congratulating  the  worthy  independent  eleSors  of  Stockbridge, 
on  the  powerful  fecurity  now  held  out  to  them,  in  the  refpedl- 
able  protcftion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  who,  on  this 
occafion,  had  frankly  declared  himfelf  an  enemy  in  general  to 
all  bills  of  pains  and  penalties  for  bribery  and  corruption.  On 
fuch  a  fubjeft,  the  honourable  gentleman's  authority  was  great, 
for  his  experience  muft  be  confidcrable,  and  his  knowledge  ex- 
tenfive.  The  caufe  and  the  patron  had  a  natural  relation,  and 
were  perfeftly  worthy  of  one  another. 

Mr,  Francis  faid  that  he  fhould  agree  in  the  motion  for  dif- 
charglng  the  order,  though  not  fo»  any  of  the  rcafons  afligned 
by  the  worthy  Secretary,  He  had  already  given  his  opinion  at 
large  of  the  bill,  when  it  was  firft  under  difcuffion,  on  the  nth 
gf  April,    At  j)rcfent,  therefore,  he  (bould  content  himfelf 
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with  repeating  what  he  had  then  faid,  that  he  had  no  fort  of 
doubt  of  the  guilt  of  the  perfons  named  in  the  bill^  nor  of  the 
corrupt  charafler  of  the  whole  borough  ;  but  as  he  was  fure 
that  the  difeafe,  of  which  the  praSice  at  Stockbridge  was  no- 
thing but  a  fymptom,  prevailed  univerfally  through  the  king- 
dom, he  thought  it  equally  inconfiftent  with  his  perfonal  ho- 
nour and  public  duty,  to  make  hlmfelf  a  party  to  partial  cor- 
rcQivcs  for  general  abufes,  even  if  the  correftivcs  were  real 
and  effeftive,  as  far  as  they  went ;  and,  much  more  fo,  to  falfe 
and  hypocritical  remedies  for  a  real,  deep,  and  rooted  evil ;  for 
an  evil  which  might  be,  and  ought  to  be  eradicated,  but  which 
otherwife,  in  its  nature,  was  incapable  of  being  cured. 

A  debate  of  fome  length  took  place  upon  this  motion,  which 
was  fupported  by  Mr.  Duncombe,  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls, 
Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  &c.  and 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Buxton,  Mr.  Serjeant  Watfon, 
Sir  Francis  Baflfet,  &c. 
The  Houfe  divided. 

Ayes,  for  the  motion,  53  ;  Noes,  27. 
Majority  againft  the  bill  26. 
Mr.  COURTENAY  faid  he  rofe  to  fubmit  his  reafons  to 
the  Houfe,  in  a  few  words,  why  he  was  induced  to  defer  the 
motion  he  intended  to  have  made  this  day,  to  the  next  feflion. 
This  explanation  feemed  to  him  to  be  ncceflary,  both  from 
the  refpcfl  he  owed  the  Houfe,  after  having  given  notice  of  his 
intention,  and  left  it  (hould  be  underftood  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  perfevere  by  every  pofljble  mode,  and  by  every  pofllble  ex- 
ertion in  his  power,  to  relieve  thofe  unfortunate  wonien,  who 
had  been  fo  long  confined  in  the  jail  of  Nottingham,  not  for 
having  a£ted  either  criminally  or  immorally,  but  becaufe 
they  had  a£ted  confcientioufly,  though  perhaps  too  fcrupu- 
loufly. 

Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  had  made  it  his  particular  bufinefs 
to  inquire  into  the  fingular  circumftances  of  their  fituation, 
and  was  perfuaded  that  no  motion  he  could  bring  forward  at 
prefent,  could  be  of  any  eflential  fervice  to  them.  The  legal 
procefs  in  confequ.ence  of  which  they  are  now  confined  did  not 
originate  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court,  the  churchwardens  of 
thp  parifli  having  prefented  Mrs.  Roe  and  Mrs.  Bufh  by  their 
ipaiden  names  to  the  Chapter  at  the  collegiate  church,  under 
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an  apprehenflon  that  their  baftard  children  might  become  bur- 
denfome  to  the  parifli ;  this  was  perhaps  invidioufly  done^  and 
in  the  mean  and  malicious  fpirit  of  parochial  bigotry  and  op- 
preflion.  If  it  be  the  laudable  moral  principle  and  pradice  of 
this  religious  fociety  to  maintain  their  own  poor,  as  public  no* 
tice  had  been  given  in  the  meeting-houfe  of  Claverton  of  the 
intended  marriage  of  thefe  women>  and  a  certificate  (igned  by 
the  parties,  and  properly  witneiTed,  that  fuch  marriage  had  ac- 
tually taken  place  according  to  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  the 
fociety,  Mrs.  Bufti,  and  Mrs.  Roe,  therefore  conceived,  that 
anfwering  the  citation  by  their  maiden  names,  would  in  hSt 
have  been  an  explicit  and  dircd  avowal  of  their  marriage,  and 
confequently  of  the  illegitimacy  of  their  children,  as  they  thought 
themfelves  fairly  entitled  to  the  exemption  extended  to  Jews 
^nd  Quakers  by  the  26  of  Geo.  II.  However  it  appears  by 
their  own  printed  cafe,  that  the  original  Q^iakershave  been  ap- 
plied to  by  the  juflices,  refpeding  this  religious  fociety;  and 
the  brethren  had  thought  it  either  proper  or  expedient  to  dif- 
own  them,  as  perhaps  they  haVe  deviated  in  fome  trjvial  points 
from  the  orthodoxy  of  Quakerifm.  Notwithftanding  this,  it 
is  by  no  means  clear,  but  that  on  a  liberal  conftrudtion  of  the 
marriage  a£l  of  the  26th  of  Geo.  II,  this  very  fociety  hitherto 
deemed  heterodox  by  the  brethren,  might  be  adjudged  to  be 
fairly  entitled  to  a  privilege  exclufively  fincc  the  year  I753> 
confined  to  Jews  and  Quakers,  contrary  to  the  true  and  genu- 
ine principles  of  toleration.  But  this  queftion  cannot  be  ar- 
gued in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court,  till  thefe  women  appear,  as 
in  confequence  of  their  repeatedly  refufing  to  anfwer  the  cita- 
tion, they  were  committed  for  contumacy,  by  the  writ  excem- 
munUato  capUndo^  the  ufual,  and  indeed  the  only  method  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Court  has  of  enforcing  its  jurifdit5lion.  From 
thefe  confiderations,  Mr.  Courlenay  faid,  he  thought  himfelf 
(however  reluftantly)  obliged  to  defer  agitating  any  fpecific 
queftion  on  this  fubjefl  till  next  feftion,  which  he  would  then 
do  on  a  more  extenfive  fcale,  as  in  the  courfe  of  this  invcftiga- 
tion  he  found,  that  the  lower  rank  of  people  of  both  fexes  are 
ftill  grievoufly  oppreircdandperfecutedbythe  mode,  principle, 
and  pradlice  of  carrying  on  fuits  in  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  and 
by  their  being  ftill  fubjeded  to  penances  equally  (hameful  and 
inefficacious  \  and  which  are  eagerly  enfc^rced^  chiefly  for  the 
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purpofe  of  extorting  money  from  the  devoted  penitents^  by  a 
gracious  commutation  of  the  penance  into  a  pecuniary  fee, 
which  is  deemed  a  full  and  ample  compenfation  for  fin,  by 
virtue  of  this  difpenfing  power,  which  thefe  reverend,  inqui- 
fitorious,  and  fan£limonious  Courts,  in  the  true  Jure  divlno 
bereditaryfpirit  of  their  archetype,  the  church  of  Rome,  have 
aflumed,  or  ftill  exercife,  over  His  Majefty's  fubjefts  of  this 
free  realm.  This  country,  Mr.  Courtenay  added,  was  greatly 
indebted  to  the  fpirit  and  mcrftorious  exertions  of  an  honour- 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Baftard),  who  had  carried  a  bill  through 
that  Houfe  in  the  year  1786,  to  prevent  frivdous  and  vex- 
atious  fuits  in  the  ecclefiaftical  Courts,  and  for  the  mor<i  eafy 
recovery  of  fmall  tythes.  Though  this  bill  was  thrown  out  in 
the  other  Houfe,  yet  in  the  enfuing  feflion  of  1787,  fomc6f 
the  grievances  were  then  redrefled  ;  much  ftill  remained  to  be 
done.  He  fhould  hope  for  the  afliftance  and  fupport  of  that 
honourable  gentleman,  and  therefore  would  poftpone  his  in- 
tended motion  for  the  reafons  he  had  already  alledged,  more 
efpecially  as  at  this  late  period  of  the  feffion,  and  confidering 
the  very  preffing  and  critical  bufinefs  then  before  the  Houfe, 
he  could  not  expeft  that  attention  gentlemen  would  pay  to  a 
queftion  of  this  nature  introduced  by  hi/n,  which  he  flattered 
himfelf  they  otherwife  would  do,  from  the  very  great  import-  . 
ance  of  the  fubjeft. 

General  SMITH  moved,  that  certain  letters,  or  extrafts  of 
letters,  and  political  correfpondence  betwixt  the  Prefident  and 
Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  the  Court  of  Direftors  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  &c.  fhould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.-^ 
Ordered. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  petition  from 
a  great  number  of  refpe£lable  heritors,  mepchanls,  manufac- 
turers, &c.  of  the  city  of  Glafgow,  praying  for  a  reform  of  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament :  he  did  not  kno# 
the  exaft  number  of  perfons  who  had  figned  the  petition,  but 
fome  guefs  of  it  might  perhaps  be  made  by  the  Houfe,  when 
he  dated,  that,  although  the  names  were  written  very  clofe, 
the  petition  was  juft  50  yards  long: — He  then  moved  that  thfc 
petition  be  brought  up ;  upon  which  fome  Members  called  out 
to  him  to  read  the  petition. 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  dated,  that  he  conceived  that,  by  the 
forms  of  the  Houfe,  a  Member  was  not  bound  to  do  more, 
ivhen  he  moved  that  a  petition  (howld  be  brought  up,  than  to 
ftate  generally  to  the  Houfe  virhat  was  the  purport  of  it,  and 
what  the  prayer  of  it  was  ;  andi  if  it  refpcfled  a  matter  as  to 
which  the  Houfe  had  cognizance,  and  prayed  a  remedy,  which, 
the  Houfe  had  power  to  grant,  it  ought  to  be  brought  up,  nor 
could  the  Member  prefeniing  it  be  called  upon  to  read  it. 
When  it  had  been  brought  up,  and  came  to  be  read  by  the 
clerk,  if  "any  improper  or  difrefpeflful  exprertions  appeared  in 
ii,  the  Houfe  might  then  rejedl  it,  inftead  of  allowing  it  to  lie 
upon  the  table.  He  faid,  that  he  believed  this  petition  was 
cxprefled  very  nearly  in"  the  fame  terms,  with  a  former  peti- 
tion from  the  fame  city,  which  the  Houfe  had  received;  but 
he  muft  beg  leave  to  decline  reading  it,  for  no  other  reafon, 
than  that  he  conceived  what  had  been  done  laft  night  with  rc- 
fpeS  to  the  Sheffield  petition,  was  contrary  to  the  forms  and 
rules  of  the  Houfe ;  and  he  wi(hed  the  mode  of  proceeding  to 
be  brought  back  to  the  eftablifhed  cuftom. 

Mr.  MONTAGUE  faid,  that  if  it  was  at  all  confiftcnt 
with  form,  he  wolild  wifli  to  move  the  previous  queftion  upon 
the  motion,  for  bringing  up  the  petition ;  and,  if  he  fucceccj- 
ed  in  that,  to  make,  a  motion  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
Ihouldbe  required  to  read  the  petition. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  this  would  not  be  confonant  to 
the  praSice  of  the  Houfe,  and  he  did  not  conceive  that  any 
thing  more  could  be  required  of  a  Member,  who  moved,  that 
a  petition  Ihould  be  brought  up,  than  merely  to  (late  the  gene- 
ral purport  of  it,  and  the  remedy  or  redrefs  prayed  for. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  up,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  brought  up  another  petition  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  from  Dunleven,  in  thft  environs  of  Dumbartonfliirc, 
which  was  alfo  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GREY  brought  up  a  petition  from  a  number  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Alnwick  in  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land: one  from  Campfie,  in  Hirlingfliire,  was  brought  up  by 
Mr.  Thompfon :  another  figned  by  a  great  number  of  here- 
tors,  merchants,  &c.  of  the  city  of  Glafgow  ;  one  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hamilton  in  the  county  of  Li- 
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nark ;  and  one  from  certain  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kirkin- 
tullock  in  Dumbartonfliire,  were  brought  up  by  Colonel  Ma- 
cleod.  All  which  petitions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Hoiife  went  into  ^  Committee  on  the  Liverpool  credit 
bill,  (Mr.  Stanley  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  could  not  fuffer  this  bill  to  go 
through  the  Committee  without  making  fomc  remarks  upon  it. 
He  declared  he  was  in  ihe  habit  of  entertaining  a  jealoufy  of 
all  corporations.  They  held  their  property  in  truft  tor  the^ 
people  of  the  town  of  which  they  formed  the  corpoiate  body. 
In  this  cafe,  they  might  completely  diflipate  the  'property  of 
the  people.  It  was  likely  they  might  not  be  very  nice  in  fa- 
vouring and  playing  into  each  other's  hands. 

Mr.  GASCOYNE  faid,  the  meafure  for  which  he  defired 
the  fan£tion  of  the  Houfe  was  not  undertaken  by  the  corpora* 
tion,  but  by  the  whole  town  of  Liverpool,  where  there  was  not 
an  individual  who  did  not  cordially  wifti  the  bill  to  pafs. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  propofed  a  claufe  to  prevent  the  corporation 
from  alienating  their  real  property,  till  their  debts,  as  well 
thofe  now  due  as  the  250,0001.  now  to  be  raifed  by  this  bill, 
-were  liquidated.  He  propofed  this  claufe,  that  the  fecurity  of- 
fered by  Parliament  (hould  not  be  illufory.  With  that  provi- 
fion  he  would  give  his  concurrence  to  the  bill. 

After  fome  converfation  between  the  above-mentioned  gen- 
tlemen, the  Solicitor  General,  and  Mr.  Thornton,  the  bill 
palled  the  Committee,  and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
Houfe  to  refolve  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the 
bill  to  dired  the  iifue  of  Exchequer  bills  for  five  millions  in  aid 
of  the  commercial  credit  of  this  country. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  accord- 
ingly, much  difcuflion  took  place  on  the  various  provifions 
of  the  bill,  after  which  the  Committee  pafled  through  the 
whok  of  it,  and  ordered  the  report  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  Commiffioncrs  under  whofe 
diredion  the  whole  plan  is  to  be  carried  on :  Lord  Sheffield, 
Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Bart.  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr.  Chifwcll,  Sir 
John  Sinclair,  Baronet,    Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon,   Mr.  R* 
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Smith,  Mr.  Bofanquet,  Mr.  T.  Boddington,  Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  Whitmore,  Mr.  Baring,  Mr.  Hardey,  Mr.  Raikes, 
Mr.  Forfter,  Mr.  Darrel,  Mr.  C.  Grant,  Mr.  G.  Inncs, 
Mr.  Harman  and  Mr.  Brogdoii. 

The  places  where  the  goods  arc  to  be  depofitcd,  as  fccurity 
under  this  bill  for  the  aid  to  be  given  arc,  London,  Briftol, 
Hull,  Liverpool,  Glafgow  and  Leith.  The  time  for  the  firft 
inftalment  is  the  30th  of  September  next. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  though  he  agreed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of 'the  bill,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  Houfc 
ftiould  deliberately  confider  how  the  relief  provided  by  it  (hould 
be  adminiftered  to  the  commercial  world.  The  variety  of 
things  to  be  done,  the  number  of  applications  to  be  confidered, 
charafters  examined,  Agents  and  Clerks  to  be  appointed,  and 
other  duties  to  be  difcharged  by  the  Commifli oners,  were  fo 
many  bars  in  the  way  of  their  proceeding,  that  no  calculation 
could  be  made  of  the  time,  they  nnift  lofe  before  they  could 
.  cfFeflually  adminifter  relief  to  the  objefis  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  deny  that  the  execution  of 
the  bufmefs  would  require  diligence  and  ability:  but  he  by  no 
means  thought,  that  in  fuch  hands  it  was  impradicable.  The 
queftion  was,  whether  the  Houfe  ihould  abandon  the  mode 
laid  down,  or  find  a  better  ? 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Saturdayy  4th  May.        j 

The  report  of  the  bill  to  enable  His  Majefly  to  iffuc  fitfe 
millions  of  Exchequer  bills  in  aid  of  commercial  credit  in  this 
country,  was  brought  up.  Many  claufcs  were  added  to  it, 
and  other  amendments  made,  after  which  the  bill  w^s  ordered 
to  be  engrofled.  By  this  bill,  as  it  now  ftarids,  no  Aim  left 
than  four  thoufand  pounds  will  be  lent  to  any  perfon  on  each 
application  for  aid  under  this  plan.  The  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday,  if  then  engrofled. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday i  6/i  May, 

Mr.-WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  had  two  refoluiions  to 
move  refpeding  religion,  which  he  thought  it  moft  prudent  to 
poftponc  till  to-morrow,  on  account  of  the  important  buCncfs 
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which  was  to  come  on  ;  that  the  Houfe  might  be  fully  apprifed 
of  the  drift  and  objeft  of  the  refolutions,  he  (hould  read  them 
both ;  one  went  to  aflert  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to 
ftiidy  the  welfare  of  every  part  of  the  Britifh  empire ;  the 
other,  which  he  faid  was  little  more  than  a  tranfcript  from 
former  charters  of  the  Eaft  India  Co;niipany,  ftated,  that  efta- 
biifhments  for  clergymen  to  perform  Divine  fcrvice  in  the 
different  fettlements  of  the  Company  ought  to  be  made,  and 
that  a  chaplain  ought  to  be  appointed  to  every  (hip  in  the 
Company's  fervice  of  600  tons  or  upwards.  Thefe  refolu- 
tions, he  faid,  he  would  fubmit  to  the  confidcration  of  the 
Houfe  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the-  day  was  read  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Commercial  Credit  bill,  and  it*  being  read  a  third  lime,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  up  fome  new  claufes ; 
one  to  allow  the  Comrriiffipners  named  in  the  bill  to  fue  and 
be  fued  in  the  name  of  their  Secretary  ;  another  to  direft  that 
all  a<£ls  (hould  be  done  by  feven  or  more  of  the  Commiflioners, 
except  in  certain  cafes  fpecially  provided  for,  &c. ;  which  fe- 
veral  claufes. were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  added  to  the 
bill  by  way  of  riders. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  faid  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon,  in  duty 
to  his  conflituents,  to  (late  to  the  Houfe  the  reafon  which  oc- 
curred to  him  why  the  city  of  Carlifle  (hould  be  included 
among  the  places  where  goods  are  to  be  depofited,  and  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  queftion.  Since  he  had  laft 
had  occafion  to  addrefs  them  upon  the  fubjeS,  a  very  confide- 
rable  houfe  in  Carlifle  had  ftoppcd  ;  and  in^  the  prcfent  fitua- 
tion  of  the  country  more  failures  were  to  be  feared.  It  would 
be  peculiarly  hard  on  the  merchants,  traders,  and  manufaftu- 
rers  there,  if  it  (hould  not  be  included  in  the  bill  as  one  of 
the  places  for  the  depoHt  of  goods,  becaufe  the  goods  manu* 
faAured  there  were  generally  of  fmall  profit  and  great  bulk, 
and  it  was  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  about  one  hundred  miles 
from  Glafgow,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  from  Liverpool* 
Mr.  Curwen  concluded  with  moving,  "  that,  after  Liverpool^ 
the  city  of  Carlifle  ftiould  be  inferted.'* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  was  nothing  in  the  fitua- 

tion  or  circumdances  of  Carlifle  which  did  not  apply  to  many 

ather  places  in  the  kingdom,  and  therefore^  if  this  motion  was 
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adopted.  It  might  be  cxpcacd  that  application  would  be  made 
from  all  quarters  for  a  fimilar  indulgence  in  favour  of  other 
towni ;  and  as  he  faw  no  ground  for  giving  Carliile  the  prefe- 
rence required  by  the  honourable  Member,  he  certainly  in- 
tctidcd  to  oppofe  his  motion. 

The  Speaker  having  put  the  queftion  on  the  motion, 

Mr.  CURWEN  rofe,  and  faid,  that,  knowing  the  influ- 
ence of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  and  not 
expefting  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  work  a  miracle,  he  would 
not  infid  on  dividing  the  Houfe. 

The  bill  was  then  paffed,  and  ordejfed  to  be  carried  up  to  the 
Lords  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Lord  George  Henry  Cavendiih  prefented  a  petition  from 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Derby, 
praying  for  a  reform  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  People  in  Par- 
liament, which  was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Francis  prefented  a  petition  10  the  fame  purport  from 
about  6000  inhabitants  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Weilmin* 
fter,  and  their  vicinity.  The  petition  dated,  that  if  a  fpecific 
plan  of  reform  (honld  be  required  from  the  petitioners,  they 
would  beg  Ifcave  to  refer  to  the  plan  which  had  been  laid  down 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  ten  years  ago,  which  entirely  met 
their  approbation  :  this  petition  was  alfo  brought  up,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr.  Browne  ^prefented  a  petition  to  the  fame  efFcfl:  .from  a 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  (if  Poole  in  Dorfeifhirc. 

^r.  Wharton  prefented  a  like  petition  from  certain  inhabi- 
tants in  or  near  the  pariih  of  Aldgate,  in  the  city  of  Lbndon, 
which  was  alfo  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOBART  ftated,  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  petition 
figned  by  upwards  of  3700  inhabitants  of  pariQies  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  city  of  Norwich  ;  but  he  doubted  whether  it  could 
be  received,  as  the  names  were  fubfcribed  to  a  printed  copy  of 
the  petition,  in  breach  of  the  orders  of  the  Houfe. 

On  the  motion  for  bringing  up  the  petition, 

The  SPEAKER  ftated,  that  in  the  year  1656  an  order  wis 
made  that  no  private  petition,  to  be  direScd  to  the  Parliament, 
be  printed  before  it  be  prefented  10  the  Houfe ;  and  another  or- 
der was  afterwards  made  for  the  due  execution  of  that  order. 
He  thought  it  right  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houie  to  the 
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time  at  ivhich  the  order  was  made^  being  during  the  ufurpa- 
tion,  and  alfo  to  this  circumftance,  that  it  was  not  in  the  form 
of  a  ftanding  order  ;  but  he  added  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  had 
been  the  pradice  and  rule  of  the  Houfe  to  decline  receiving 
any  petition,  either  private  or  pubflc,  that  had  been  previoufly 
printed  ;  at  Jeaft  he  believed,  and  had  been  informed,  that  no 
printed  petition  had  ever  been  received. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  faid  a  few  words. 

Mr.  3URKE  faid,  it  feemed  to  dcfcrve  much  confideration 
whether  the  Houfe  Would  do  right  in  receiving  a  petition 
which  had  been  circulated  in  print  for  the  purpofe  of  influen- 
cing the  country,  and  only  came  there  in  the  fecond  inftancc, 
particularly  when  it  was  contrary  to  prafiice  fo  to  do,  for  ho 
would  not  reft  much  on  the  order. 

Mr.  GREY  obferved,  that  the  order,  if  at  all  to  be  regarded, 
related  only  to  private  petitions,  and  that,  although  the  iigna- 
tures  in  this  cafe  were  fubjoincd  to  a  printed  petition,  yet  it 
did  not  appear  that  the  petition  had  been  circulated. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  iie  could  not  go  the  length  of  faying 
that  the  Houfe  were  not  bound  by  any  orders  made  during  the 
ufurpation  ;  but  in  this  cafe  there  was  no  ftanding  order. 
The  reafon  and  fenfe  of  the  thing  did  not  fo  much'  apply  to  a 
petition  coming  to  the  Houfe  in  print,  as  to  the  fad,  whether 
it  had  been  previoufly  printed  and  circulated.  It  was  notori- 
ous, however,  that  almoft  i*n  every  private  bill  the  petitions 
were  printed  and  fettled,  and  often  advertifcd  in  the  newfpa- 
pcrs  before  they  came  to  be  prefented  to  the  Houfe.  In  his 
opinion  negative  precedents  were  of  little  confequence,  and 
he  would  therefore  give  his  vote  for  bringirig/  up  the  petition. 

Mr.  BURKE  explained,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  petition 
coming  printed  before  the  Houfe  made  a  material  difference, 
becaufe  many  things  might  be  done  abroad,  out  of  that  Houfe, 
which  they  could  not  be  acquainted  withi 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  the  Houfe  could  not  fufFcr 
the  petition  to  be  brought  up  without  departing  from  ufagc. 
It  had  been  faid  by  an  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him 
(Col.  Macleod),  that  many  of  the  petitions  had  come  from  the 
fame  ftiop  ;  and,  had  this  mode  been  conceived  to  be  regular 
and  proper,  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  adopted  with  re- 
yard  to  other  petitions,  and  they  would  probably  have  com« 


374  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793. 

from  the  fame  prefs.  With  regard  to  publifliing  petitions  In 
the  newfppersy  the  Houfc  perhaps  might  be  ignorant  of  its 
having  b«en  done,  and  it  might  have  been  done  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  parties.  Upon  the  whole,  he  muft  oppofe 
the  bringing  up  the  petition. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  and  Mv.  WILLIAM 
SMITH  faid  each  a  few  words  in  favour  of  rcccivrng  the  pe- 
tition, 

Colonel  MACLEOD  faid,  that  the  cxprcflion  that  ail  the 
petitions  had  come  from  the  fame  Ihop  had  not  been  made  ufe 
of  by  him,  but  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to 
him  (Mr.  Dundas).  He  begged,  therefore,  that  the  right  fed- 
dJe  might  be  put  on  the  right  horfe,  and  that  the  right  hoi^ou- 
rable  gentleman's  witticifins  might  not  be  faftenedon  him  and 
his  friends. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  petition 
ought  to  be  received  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  as  it  Teemed  a 
little  doubtful,  and  in  order  that  the  impprtant  bufmefs  which 
was  to  come  on,  viz.  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Grcyj  might  not  be  delayed,  he  was  induced  to  wifli  that 
the  motion  for  bringing  up  the  petition  (hould  be  withdrawn, 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

After  which  a  petition  from  certain  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Warwick,  and  its  neighbourhood,  was  prefented  by  Mr, 
William  Smith ;  one  from  about  looo  inhabitants  of  Hud- 
dersfield  in  Yorkfliire,  by  Mr.  Erlkine ;  one  from  a  number 
of  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Dundee,  by 
Mrf  Sheridan  ;  one  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Paifley,  by  Mr.  Whitbrcad  ;  one  from  certain  inhabitants 
of  the  burgh  of  Montrofe,  by  Mr.  Curwen  ;  one  from  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kilmarnock,  another  from  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  Kilmarnock,  and  anothel-  from 
certain  inhabitants  of  Newmills,  in  the  parifh  of  Loudoun  and 
Ihirc  of  Ayr,  by  Mr.  Wharton  ;  one  from  certain  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Perth,  by  Mr.  Lambton ;  one  from  a  §rcat 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  of  the  whole 
length  of  the  floor  of  the  Houfc,  and  praying  for  a  thorough 
reform  in  the  reprefentation,  by  Colonel  Macleod  j'  one  from 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Dumbarton,  by  Mr.  Whit- 
kread  j  one  from  certain  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  Irvine, 
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another  from  certain  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  StratSaven, 
another  from  certain  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  the  <ounty  of 
Roxburgh,  anotljer  from  certain  inhabitants  of  t*e  burgh  of 
Linlithgow,  and  another  from  certain  inhabitant  of  the  town 
and  neighbourhood  of  Anftruther,  by  CoIoneJ  Macleod ;  and 
one  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Nottingham, 
and  neighbourhood  thereof,  by  Mr.  Grey. 

Mr.  GREY  then  prefentexl  a  petition,  bearing  to  be  the  pe* 
Tition  of  certain  perfons  whofe  names  were  thereunto  fub- 
fcribed,  which  was  brought  up  and  read  by  the  Clerk.  The 
petition  was  of  fuch  length,  that  the  reading  of  it  took  up 
nearly  half  an  hour.  It  ilated,  with  great  propriety  and  dit 
tintlnefs,  the  defefts  which  at  prefent  exiil  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  People  in  Parliament.  It  took  notice  of  the  divi- 
fion  of  thfe  n^prefentation,  or  the  proportions  in  which  the  dif- 
ferent countries  contribute  to  the  total  \number  of  the  repre- 
fentativcs ;  (hewing,  under  that  head,  the  abfurd  difpropor- 
tion  which  takes  place  in  a  variety  of  inftances,  in  fo  much, 
that  the  county  of  Cornwall  alone  fends  more  Members  to 
Parliament  than  the  counties  of  York,  Rutland,  and  Middle- 
fcx,  put  together,  &fc.  It  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  the 
diftribution  of  the  eledive  franchife,  or  the  proportional  num- 
ber by  which  the  different  reprefentatives  are  elpfied ;  ftating, 
under  that  head,  that  a  majority  of  the  whole  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons is  eleclcd  by  Icfs  than  15,000  perfons,  or,  in  other 
words,  by  the  two-hundredth  part  of  the  People  to  be  repre- 
fented,  fuppofing  that  they  coniift  only  of  three  millions  of 
adults,  &c.  It  went  on  to  take  notice  of  the  right  of  voting, 
or  the  various  reftriftions  and  limitations  under  which  the  pri* 
Yjlege  of  a  vote  for  the  choice  of  a  reprefentative  is  beftowed  ; 
ftating  the  gre^t  evils  and  inequalities  that  prevail  in  that  re* 
fpeA.  It  afterwards  took  notice  of  the  qualifications  to  be 
poflefled  by  candidates  and  thofe  eleded  ;  and  then  confidered 
the  evils  arifing  from  the  length  of  the  duration  of  Parlia- 
ments. It^went  on  then  to  detail  the  mode  in  which  eledions 
are  conduSeJ  and  decided ;  and,  under  that  head,  (hewing  the 
evils  arifing  from  the  length  of  time  to  which  polls  are  pro- 
trailed,  from  the  influence  of  corporations,  by  the  powers  en- 
trufted  to  returning  officers,  and  from  the  appeal  to  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  under  the  operations  of  the  a£ts  zotb,  nth. 
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25th,  and  oSth  of  Geo.  III.,  as  far  as  the  fame  relate  to  ex- 
pence  a^d  delay.  The  petition  proceeded  to  take  notice  of 
the  mifchhf  refulting  from  the  defc£is  and  abufes  which  it  had 
previoufly  p«iinted  out,  particularly  by  the  fyftem  of  private 
patronage  and  the  influence  poflfefied  by  Peers  and  wealthy 
Commoners  in  Uie  nomination  of  what  are  called  the  repre- 
featatives  of  the  P«opl^  ;  (hewing,  under  this  head,  that,  by 
the  patronage  and  influence  of  feventy-one  Peers  and  ninety- 
one  Commoners,  the  return  of  no  fewer  than  three  hundred 
and  fix  Members  of  that  Houfc  was  procured,  which  confide- 
rably  exceeded  a  majority  of  the  Houfe.  The  petition  dwelt, 
at  condderable  length,  upon  all  the  points  already  mentioned, 
and  detailed  a  variety  of  other  abufes,  all  which  the  Petitioners 
offered  to  fubftantiate  by  proof;  and  it  concluded  by  ftatingthc 
great  ncceflity  there  was  for  the  application  of  an  immediate 
remedy,  and  the  high  importance  of  fuch  a  meafure ;  and 
prayed  the  Houfe  to  take  the  matter  into  their  feriouscon  fide- 
ration,  and  to  apply  fuch  remedy  and  redrefs  to  the  evils  com- 
plained of  as  fhould  appear  proper. 

After  the  petition  had  been  read, 

Mr.  BURKE  exprefled  his  wifli  to  know  from  whence  the 
petition  came  which  had  juft  been  read,  as  the  place  of  refi- 
dence  of  the  Petitioners  was  not  mentioned. 

The  names  of  the  Petitioners  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk  ; 
after  which, 

Mr.  GREY  rofe,  and  faid,  it  was  certainly  not  uncommon 
that  petitions  fhould  be  prefented  to  that  Houfe  from  perfons 
not  defcribing  their  place  of  abode,  or  affuming  any-t)ther  de- 
fcription  than  that  of  the  perfons  whofe  names  were  fubfcribed 
to  the  petition :  if,  however,  it  would  afford  any  fatisfadion 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke),  he  had  no  ob* 
jeiflion  whatever  to  (late,  that  all  the  fubfcribers  refide  either 
in  London,  or  near  it,  and  that  the  petition  had  been  drawn 
up  and  figned  there.  On  the  very  important  fubjeft  which  it 
refpefted,  he  was  very  apt  to  believe,  that,  whatever  opinions 
gentlemen  might  entertain,  either  with  refped  to  a  reform  in 
the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  or  as  to  the  time  which  might 
be  thought  proper  for  bringing  it  about, .  it  muft  be  confidered 
by  all  parties  as  a  matter  of  much  importance,  to  have  laid  be* 
fore  them  fuch  an  accurate,  full,  and  precife  detail  of  all.the 
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fads  conne£led  with  the  fubjeft,  by  thofe  who  are  rcafly  and 
able  to  prove  the  fafts  which  they  have  aflcrted  in  their  peti- 
tion ;  it  would  alfo  have  the  eflFc£l  to  ffiorten  very  much  what 
he  would  have  to  fay,  and  to  render  it  unneceflary  for  him  td 
trouble  the  Houfe  at  any  great  length.  He  was  aware  of  this 
difficulties  he  had  to  encounter  :  in  bringing  forward  this  btifi-^ 
ncfs,  he  was  aware  how  ungracious  it  would  be  for  that 
Houfe  to  ihcw  that  they  are  not  the  real  reprefentatives  of  the 
people :  he  was  aware  that  the  queflion  had  been  formerly  agi-* 
tated,  on  drflferent  occafions,  by  great  and  able  chara£lers,  who 
have  deferted  the  caufe,  frorti  defpair  of  fiiccefs :  and  he  was 
aware  that  he  muft  neccflarily  go  into  what  may  perhaps  be 
(iippofed  trite  and  worn-out  arguments.  From  recent  circum- 
ftances  whith  had  occurred,  fmce  he  lad  brought  the  fubjeft 
before  the  Houfe/  he  had  an  additional  claim  to  candour,  from 
the'txtent  to  which  the  prejudices  againft  all  reform  arid  inno- 
vation had  been  thereby  increafed.  It  was  by  no  means  his 
intention  to  go  into  any  of  the  trahfaftions  of  the  period  when 
be  made  his  original  motion  on  this  fubjeA,  or  to  carry  any 
idek  along  with  him  of  what  might  pofltbly  lead  to  perfonal  re- 
leutment.  He  came  forward,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  a£tu- 
ated  folely  by  a  fenfe  of  duty,  to  make  a  ferious  and  important 
motion,  which,  he  was  ready  fairly  to  admit,  involved  no  lefs 
a  conflderation  than  a  fundamental  change  of  the  Government. 
Be  felt,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  how  very  formidable  an  ad- 
verfary  he  had  to  encounter  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman' 
oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Pitt) ;  formidable  from  his  talents — for- 
midable from  the  influence  of  his  fituation — but  ftill  more  for- 
midable from  having  been  once  friendly  to  the  caufe  of  reform, 
and  becoming  its  detenhined  opponent,  drawing  ofFothersfrbm 
itsftandard.  With  that  right  honourable  gentleman  he  never' 
would  condefcend  to  bargain,  nor  fliould  he  endeavour  to  con- 
ciliate his  favxnir  by  any  mode  of  compliment :  he  had  never 
difguifed  thie  objeflions  he  had  to  the  way  in  which  he  had  * 
'  come  into"  power,  and  to  the  whole  fyftem  of  his  government  - 
fince.  In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  difcuffion  on  the  prefent  fub- 
jefiy'the  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  hint  fomething ' 
of  general  objeSions  to  reform ;  but  he  well  knew  that  the  ' 
chief  difficulty  to  be  encountered,  would  be  the  argument  as  to 
the  darigerof  the  times*    This,  indeed,  is  a  never-failing  *ar*  ' 
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jgument,  equally  in  tiixies  of  profperity  and  advcrfity,  in  times 
.    of  war  and  of  peace.   If  our  lltuation  happens  to  be  profperous^ 
it  is  then  aiked^  whether  we  c^n  be  more  than  happy,  or  more 
than  free  ?  In  the  feafon  of  adverfity,  on  the  other  hand,  all 
reforqn,  or  innovation,  is  deprecated  from  the  pretended  rifle  of 
increafing  the  evil  and  prefllire  of  our  fituation.     From  all  this 
it  would  appear,  that  the  time  for  refojm  never  yet  had  come, 
and  never  could  come.  '  By  arguments  fuch  as  thefe  had  reform 
been  hitherto  combated  ;  and  by  the  like  he  believed  it  ever 
would  be  attacked,  until  Ibme  dreadful  convulfion  (hould  take 
place,  which  might  threaten  even  the  conditution  itfelf  vritb 
annihilation.     Many  had  been  the  unfuccefsful  attempts  to 
briijg  about  a  reform.     At  different  times  the  great  queftion 
of  reform  has  been  brought  forvi^ard ;    but  a  proper  time  has 
never  yet  be«n  found  for  it.     In  1733,  *  motion  was  made  in 
thatHcufe,  by  Mr.  Bromley,  for  a  repeal  of  the  feptenniai 
3^,  and  that  motion  was  fcconded  in  a  very  able  fpeech  by  Sir 
William  Wyndham.    At  that  time  the  propofltion  was  met, 
and  fuccef^fully  re{ifted>  upon  the  pretence  of  danger  arifing 
from  Papifts  and  Jacobites  plotting  againd  the  State  and  the 
Conftitutiour    In   1745^   another  attempt  was  made;   and 
that  was  the  only  occafion  on  which  the  pretence  of  danger 
was  not  made  ufe  of,  although  the  country  was  then  in  a  (late 
ofwar  and  difturbance  ^  but  the  fuccefs  of  the  attempt  was 
jufl  the  fame  as  of  tfie  former  one.    Again^  he  faid,  the  buii* 
nefs  came  to  be  agitated  in  the  year  1758  ;  then  alfo  the  mo- 
tion was  rejefled.     The  right  honourable^  gentlenun  (Mr, 
Pitt)  had  himfelf  brought  forward  the  fubjed  three  diffisrent 
times,  in  1782,  in   1783,  and  iailly  in  1785,  when  he  was 
Minifter.     The  fame  objedlion  with  refpedt  to  ti^e  time  was 
then  made>  and  combated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
ftrongly  and  powerfully  in  argument,  but  without  e^£l  ;^  and 
he  had  no  doabt  it  would  continue  to  be  made  fuccefsfully  till 
the  people  refolve  for  themfelves  that  there  Ihall  be  a  proper 
time.    But  while  we  are  for  ever  met  by  this  argument  againft 
any  enlargement  of  popular  rights,  the  encroachments  of  pre- 
rogative are  overlooked,  and  no  danger  is  apprehend^  ftoax 
the  palling  an  Alien  bill,  a  Traitorous  Correfpondence  hill> 
ti/c.    It  was,  no  doubt,  true,  that,  in  troublefome  times,  it 

mighty  perhaps,  be  neceflaiy  to  delegate  a  larger  portion  of 
I 
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power  to  the  executive  Government :  but  why  (houU  innova- 
tions in  favour  of  prerogative  be  watched  with  lefs  jealoufy, 
than  innovations  in  favour  of  the  popular  part  of  the  .conftitu- 
tion  ?  The  buflnefs  of  reform  appeared  to  have  flept  from  1785 
to  1790^  when  it  was  again  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Flood  : 
at  that  time,  the  internal  convulfion  in  France  had  but  juft  be- 
gun ;  and  it  was  then  afkedi  whether  we  would  think  of  re- 
pairing our  houfe  in  the  hurricane  feafon.  But  he  would,  no 
doubt,  be  told  that  the  danger  is  now  greater  than  ever  this 
country  experienced,  by  many  degrees  ;  for  the  dangers  talked 
of,  at  other  times,  are  held  to  be  all  of  no  account,  when 
compared  with  the  danger  of  what  are  galled  French  prin- 
ciples :  if,  however,  there  was  ever  any  danger  to  this  country 
from  the  propagation  of  French  principles,  or  from  the  increaf- 
ed  dominion  of  France,  that  danger  unqueftionably  is  com- 
pletely at  an  end  ;  for  it  was  impofTible  that  any  fet  of  men, 
who  had  not  a<fhially  lofR,  their  fenfes,  ihould  ever  propofe  the 
French  revolution  as  a  model  for  imitation ;  no  argument, 
therefore,  drawn  from  the  fituation  of  France  could  apply  to 
the  kind  of  reform  which  it  was  the  wifh  of  thofe  whh  whom 
he  afied  to  introduce. 

It  had  been  faid  lad  year  by  the  right  honourable  gentlemaujt 
that  this  country  had  juft  recovered  from  the  calamities  of  the 
American  war,  and  that  it  Wvould  be  imprudent  to  rift  by  in- 
novation the  growing  profperity  of  the  country.  Now  the 
cafe  was  unhappily  moft. woefully  reyerfed;  befides  being  in- 
volved in  a  mod  ruinous  war,  the  whole  commercial  credit  of 
the  nation  is  fhaken,  and  we  have  funk  from  this  zenith  of 
our  profperity  into  the  moft  necefTitous  and  diftrefled  fituation ; 
witnefs  the  bill  with  refpcdl  to  commercial  credit,  which  that 
Houfe  hail  juft  paifed ;  witnefs  the  daily  numerous  bankrupt- 
cies. In  this  calamitous  ftatc  with  refpeft  to  credit  at  home 
and  war  abroad,  nothing  could  tend  fo  much  in  all  probability 
to  deliver  the  country  from  thefe  dreadful  evils,  as  to  have  a 
pure  and  uno^rrupted  Houfe  of  Commons  emanating  freely 
and  fairly  from  the  people.  Had  a  reform  in  the  reprefenta- 
tioo^f  the  people  taken  place  upon  the  end  of  the  war  and  con-, 
dufionof  the  peace  in  1763,  this  country  had,  in  all  likelihood, 
efcaped  the  American  war: — If  it  had  taken  place laft year, 
it  would  probably  have  faved  us  from  our  prefent  diftrelTes. 


38o  PARLIAMEvNTARY  A.  179J. 

(le  and  his  friends,  he  faid,  had  publi(hedy  laft  year>  their 
gpinions  upon  this  fubjed,  and  credit  would  feme  time  or 
other  be  done  them  for  it.  At  that  time,  this  country  was  at 
peace;  Europe  was  diftra£led;  had  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
been  a  free  and  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people,  thefe  advan- 
tages would,  moft  probably,  have  been  improved  and  fecurcd. 
At  prefent  it  is  faid  that  principles  have  been  held  fuppprted, 
by  arguments,  equally  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution  and  to 
order ;  but,  how  can  thefe  be  fo  well  met  as  by  amending  the 
errors  of  the  Conftitution  ?  With  thefe  views  he  had  given 
notice  of  the  motion  which  he  now  brought  forward.  How- 
ever unwilling  he  was  to  put  this  cafe  upon  the  weight  of  au- 
thority ;  yet,  at  a  time,  when  it  has  becotne  cuftomary  to 
charge  with  bad  views,  all  thofe  who  talk  of  any  fpecies  of  al- 
teration, he  thought  it  right  to  (late  it  had  the  fupport  of  very 
great  and  high  authorities.  Lt  had  been  fupported  by  Mr. 
Locke ;  by  Mr.  Juftice  Blackftonc  ;  by  the  late  Sir  George 
Savile  ;  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  by  the  prefent  Mafter  of 
the  tRolIs,  the  prefent  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  tho  prefent  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench.  Jt  had  been  fupported  by 
th*  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  PittJ  himfclf ;  and  by 
the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  by  an  authority  ftill  greater  than 
thefe,  viz.  by  a  ipeech  of  His  Majefty  from  the  throne.  On 
looking  into  the  journals  of  the  24th  of  May,  1784,  he  found 
a  motion  made,  that  the  King's  fpeech  (hould  be  read,,  wherein 
His  Majefty  fays,  that  he  would  be  always  defu-ous  to  concur 
with  his  Parliament,  in  fupporting  and  maintaining,  in  their 
juft  balance,  the  rights  of  every  branch  of  the  L^iflature. — 
Jf  he  did  not  think  it  requifite  to  follow  the  petition  in  the  de- 
tail of  fa£ls,  it  was  for  no  other  caufe  than  that  they  are  thcic 
fo  fully  dated ;  and  can  be  diftin£lly  proved.  What  could  be 
more  palpably  abfurd  in  poimt  of  inequality,  for  inftance,  than 
that  the  county  of  Cornwall  {hould  fend  to  Parliament  aimoft 
;is  many  Members  as  the  whole  of  Scotland  i  And  that  repre- 
fentatives  (hould  be  fent  from  places  where  hardly  a  houfe  ie» 
mains  i  And,  the  fad  being  indifputable,  he  would  now 
come  to  coniider  tt)e  cffeQ. :  if,  according  to  the  prefent  fyAem, 
worthy,  able  and  independent  men  were  likely  to  be  choiea  as 
leprefentatives  of  the  people,  he  would  not  aim  4t  a  change ; 
but  if  ^uite  the  reverfe  is  the  cafe,  and  if  elefttoot  are  in  moft 
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caies  procured  by  corruption ,  then  a  fpeedy  and  efFeAual  re- 
medy would  become  'cflentially  neceflary ;  he  wiihed  the  quef- 
tion  to  be  decided  on  found  and  fair  argument.  He  mentioned 
this  chiefly,  becaufe  general  reprefentation  is  commonly  fupr 
pofed  to  be  founded  on  natural  right ;  but  he  refted  his  argu- 
ment not  on  natural  right,  but  upon  -what  is  in  itfcif  the  beft 
fyftem  of  Government,  and  moft  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of 
the  fubjeds.  When  he  fpoke  of  the  Conftitution  of  this 
country,  he  did  not  fpeak  of  it  as  of  a  fyftem  which  had  been 
eftabliihed  at  any  one  time.  No — ^it  had  arifen  out  of  various 
contingencies,  and  at  different  periods ;  and  its  goodnefs  and 
excellence  originated  from  the  very  caufe  on  account  of  which 
ibme  perfons  have  pretended  to  deny  that  we  have  any  Confti* 
tution  at  alL  But  if  there  was  one  principle  more  ftrongly  in- 
'  culcated  than  another  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  it  was  this, 
that  the  eleftion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould  be  free. — 
One  of  the  refolutions  carried  at  that  important  xra  was  that 
King  James  had  violated  the  freedom  of  election,  whence  it 
wpuld  follow  that  the  Crown  ought  not  in  a  degree  to  interfere 
in  the  eledion  of  thofe  who  were  to  reprcfent  the  people ;  but 
that  the  latter  ihould  be  left  to  fend  to  Parliament  the  perfoQs 
who  were  the  objefts  of  their  free  choice.  Anether  principle 
aflerted  at  the  revolution  was,  that  a  man  ought  not  to  be  go- 
verned by  laws,  in  the  framing  of  which  he  had  not  a  voice, 
either  in  perfon  or  by  his  reprefentative ;  and  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  made  to  pay  any  tax  to  which  lie  (hould  not  have 
confented  in  the  fame  way.  Now,  he  afked,  was  it  poflible 
more  completely  to  trample  upon  thefe  two  principles,  than  to 
make  the  Houfe  of  Commons  confift  of  perfons  not  chofen  hj 
the  people  ?  At  the  revolution,  alfo  the  neceffity  of  ihort  Par* 
liaments  was  aflerted ;  and  every  departure  from  theft  princi^ 
pies  is,  in  fome  fliape,  a  departure  from  the  fpirit  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Conftitution  ;  yet  when  they  are  eomparedwith  the 
prefent  fiate  of  the  reprefentation,  how  does  the  matter  ftand) 
Are  the  eledions  free  ?  or  arc  Parliaments  free  ?  With  refpeflk 
to  ihortening  the  duration  of  Parlianoent,  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  that  it  would  be  advantageous,  without  a  total  alteration  of 
the  prefent  fyftem.  But  if  it  be  faid  that  we  are  now  in  pof- 
feflion  of  that  Conftitution  derived  from  our  anoeftors  and  fet- 
ded  at  tile  revolution^  be  would  aik,  whether  there  have  been 
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na  alterations  fmce  the  revolution  ?     Has  not  the  patronage  of 
Peers  increafed?     Is  not  the  patronage  of  India  now  vefted  in 
the  Crown  ?     Are  all  thcfc  innovations  to  be  made,  in  order  ta 
increafe  the  influence  of  the  Executive  Power ;  and  is  nothing 
to  be  done  in  favour  of  the  popular  part  of  the  ConftitutioB, 
10  aS  as  a  counterpoife  r     But  has  there  been  no  alteration, 
fincc  the  revolution,  even  in  the  form  and  conftitution  of  the 
'  Houfe  of  Commons  itfelf,  which  have  gone  to  the  increafe  of 
influence  r     The  introduftion  of  forty-five  Members  to  repre- 
fent  in  the  Britifli  Parliament  the  people  of  Scotland,,  had  alfo 
ftrcngthened  the  hands  of  the  Crown  \  an  adertion  which  no 
one  could  difpute,  who  was  at  all  acquainted  with  the  manner 
in  whicli  the  Scotch  Members  were  elefled.     The  abufe  of 
bwgage  tenures,    in  defiance  of   an  aft  of  King  William, 
gave  the  crown  an  influence  in  many  boroughs  in  England. 
He  read  a  paflage  from  that  afl,  in  which  it  was  declared  that 
all  fplitting  of  tenure  tenements,  and  meflliages,  and  heredita- 
ments, forthe  purpofe  c^multiplyingvotes,  (hould  be  deemed 
Sfcgal  and  of  no  effeft ;  and  yet  though  this  ftatute,  by  extend- 
ing to  all  kind  of  towns,  neceflfarily  inncluded  burgage  tenures, 
tfie  lattf  r  bad  unaccountably  been  fufFered  to  creep  out  of  tho 
fbtute,  and  were  daily  multiplied  in  defiance  of  it,  for  the  pur- 
fck  of  multiplying  votes  and  increafing  influence  at  ele£lions. 
On  this,  fnbjedl  he.  quoted  an  opinion  given  judicially  by  L^ord 
Thurlowy  when  fitting  as  Chancellor  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
in  an  appeal  caufe  frqm  Scotland,  refpedling  the  right  of  vot- 
ing at  eIe/5liofls  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.     That  learned 
Locd»  after  having  laid  that  the  right  of  ele^^ion  in  Scotland 
\i^A  beendebafed,  and  put  on  the  level  of  an  EnglifK  burgage 
leaure ;   ihn  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  faid,  had  an  unlimited 
juciididion  in  the  trial  of  all  queftions  rcfpeSing  the  ele£Uon 
of  it5  Members ;  but  if  the  right  of  ele(Sion  could  by  law  be 
rfeddod  in  a  Court  of  Law  in  England,  as  it  \vas  in  Scotland, 
Ke  was  convinced  an  Englifh  Court  of  Law  would  not  be  fa- 
tjsfied  with  fuch  a  mode  of  ele(^ion  as  this,  that  a  Dobleman's 
Steward  fliai^ld  go  down  to  a  borough  with  tei;i  or  twelve  pieces 
of  parchmtot  in  his  hand,  containing  each  the  qualification 
for  a  VQte>  and  having  aflembled  round  a  table  as  many  of  the 
tenants  or  fervants  of  his  Lord»  Ihould  diftribute  amoVig  them 
tUc  parchment^,— then  propofe  a  (^indid^tc,— and.a&erwaj:d?i 
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colled  thefe  parchments,  and  ^ecUre  his  Lord's  fWetxJdulf 
deded  for  the  borough.  And  yet  fuch  was  the  mode  of 
cleding  thofe  who  reprefented  tl\e  boroughs  where  the  jrightof 
cledion  arofe  from  burgage  tenures.  Such  ele£tioos  Lord 
Thurlow  did  not  hefitate  to  call  a  mockery.  Mr.  Grey  rc- 
msurked  that  wheo  Mr.  Pitt  moved  for  an  addition  Qf  100 
Members  to  be  added  to  the  counties,  he  could  not  cairry  his 
motion ;  and  yet  be  had  contrived  to  procure  the  nominatioa 
of  40  Members  by  indirect  means  ;  for  he  had  added  to  the 
Houfc  of  Peers  30  Members,  who  either  nominated  dire6Uf 
or  by  irrefiftible  influence,  that  number  of  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  appeared  from  the  petitions  then  on 
tbe  table,  and  which  the  petitioners  were  ready  to  prQvc« 

Mr.  Grey  then  read  the  refolutions  which  arc  entered  in  the 
journab  at  the  commencement  of  every  feflion  in  the  following 
words: 

Refolded,  **  That  no  peer  of  this  realm  hath  any  right  to 
give  his  vote  in  the  eleftion  of  any  Member  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament." 

Refolved,  "  That  it  is  a  high  infringement  upon  the  liber- 
ties and  privileges  of  the  Commons  pf  Great  Britain,  for 
any  Lord  of  Parliament,  or  any  Lord  Lieutenant  of  any 
county,  to  concern  themfelves  in  the  eleSions  of  Members 
to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament*" 

If  the  prefent  fyftem'  be  right,  thefe  refolutions,  and  the 
principles  upon  which  they  are  founded,  muft  be  wrong,  and 
it  would  be  better  to  expunge  them  from  the  journals,  than  to 
allow  them  to  remain  there  while  the  pradice  is  fo  totally  in- 
confident  with  them.  It  may  perhaps  be  faid,  however,  that 
although  the  Conftitution  may  have  been  in  fome  fhape  im- 
paired fmce  the  revolution,  it  ftill  remains  fo  good  as  to  make 
a  change  hazardous.  In  fpeaking  on  this  fubjcS,  the  influt 
cnce  appeared  to  him  fo  exceflive,  and  the  occafion  fo  impor- 
tant, that,  if  he  fhouldeven  go  a  little  beyond  the  itrid  bounds 
of  what  it  may  be  ufual  to  advance  in  that  Houfe,  he  hoped  it 
might  be  overlooked.  Were  the  evils  of  th*^  American  war 
noihing?  Thefe  were,  in  his  mind,  entirely  owing  to  the 
unequal  and  corrupt  reprefentation  in  Parliament*  It  may  be 
laid,  however,  that  the  H  nifc  of  Commons  are  rtally  a  juft 
rqirefeatation  of  the  people,    becaufe,  on  great  emergencies 
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they  never  fail  to  Tpcak  the  fcnfe  of  the  people,  as  was  the  cafe 
in  the  American  war,  and  in  the  Ruflian  armament:  but  had 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  been  a  real  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple, they  would  have  interfered  fooner  on  thefe  occafi^ns  with- 
out the  neceflity  of  being  called  upon  to  do  fo.  He  feared 
much  that  that  Houfe  was  not  a  real  reprefentation  of  the 
people ;  that  it  was  too  much  influenced  by  paflion,  prejudice^ 
or  intereft.  This  may,  for  a  time,  give  to  the  exe(:utive  Ga» 
vernment  apparent  ftrength ;  but  no  Government  can  be  ei^ 
ther  lading  or  free  which  is  not  founded  on  virtue !  and  on  that 
independence  of  mind  and  conduft  among  the  people,  which 
creates  energy,  and  leads  to  every  thing  that  is  noble  and  g^ 
nerous,  and  that  alone  can  conduce  to  the  ftrengthand  fafety  of 
a  flate.  • 

What  conititutet  a  ftate  ? 
Not  high-raif«d  battlement  or  laboured  mound, 

Thick  wall  or  moated  ^ate ; 
Not  cities  proud  with  fpires  and  turrets  crown'd ; 
«  Not  bays  and  broad-armed  ports. 
Where,  laughing  at  the  florm,  proud  navies  ride ; 

Not  fburr'd  and  fpangted  courts,  . 
•  Where  iow-brow'd  oafenefs  wafts  perfume  to  pride : 

No;  MBV,  high*minded  MEN, 
With  powers  as  far  above  duil  brutes  endued 

I^ioreft,  brake,  or  den, 
As  beads  excel  cold  rocks  and  brambles  rude; 

Men  who  their  duties  know, 
But^know  their  rigbtSy  and,  knowing,  dare  maiataio.— 

If  the  prefent  praAice  deviates^  from  the  principles  of  the 
Conftitution,  he  had  furely  a  good  light  to  call  upon  the 
Houfe  to  inquire  into  the  fubje6\ :  and  to  conftder  in  what  way 
it  may  be  amended.  Indeed  it  was  evident,  that  many  lead- 
ing Members  of  that  Houlb  confidered  a  great  part  of  it  in  a 
ftate  of  dependence ;  elfe  what  could  mean  the  frequent  ap* 
peals  to  thoTe  who  were  emphatically  called  the  independent 
Members;  an  honourable  gentleman  (he  meant  Mr.  Po'wys) 
had  in  1784  aflembled  round  him  a  little  fehate  of  his  own, 
compofed  of  thofe  independent  country  gentlemen,  from 
which  he  had  excluded  the  borough  Members^  as  pK)baUy  not ' 
coming  within  the  defcription  of  independent  Members  of 
Parliament.  Surely  this  might  be  confidered  as  a  tacit  avowal 
on  the  part  of  a  great  enemy  to  reform,  of  the  abfolute  necef* 
fity   of,  that  v«y  raeafure  whtch  he  fo  ftrongly  opprfed»'— 
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There  were  arguments  for  reform,  which  he  need  only  to  ftatc, 
to  produce  convidion ;  the  county  of  Rutland  fent  as  many 
Members  to  Parliament  as  the  freeholders  of  York(hire ;  and 
Cornwall  as  many  as  Rutland,  Yorkihireand  Middlefex  toge- 
ther; and  as  many  within  one  as  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land. Thefe  were  fzAs  Within  the  knowledge  of  the  Houfe; 
and  furely  afforded  fufficient  ground  for  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form. Here  were  other  grounds  arifing  from  bribery,  cor- 
ruption, and  expence  at  eleflions,  which  were  known  to  every. 
Member  who  had  ferved  on  eledion  Committees,  though 
they  were  not  known  to  the  Houfe  as  a  body.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  reports  from  Committees  dated  a£ls  of  bribery  and 
corruption,  as  in  the  cafes  of  Cricklade  and  Shoreham,  and 
Stockbridge,  whofe  cafe  was  (till  depending.  The  moft 
certain  and  effecSlual  remedy  in  thofe  cafes  was  to  eftablifli  a 
more  popular  eledion,  which  was  the  moft  likely  method  to 
fecure  the  purity  of  eltdion,  and  the  independence  of  Mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Grey  then  faid,  that  his  intention  was  to  make  a  mo- 
tion for  referring  the  petition  to  a  Committee ;  but  he  had  it 
not  in  coQtempUtiPii  to  propofe  any  particular  plan,  as  ther^ 
occurred  to  him  many  reafons  againft  it.  In  the  cafe  whicb 
hadjuft  occurred  with  ^refpeA  to.  commercial  credit,  the  righ( 
honourable  gentlen)an  (Mr.  Pitt)  himfelf  had  proceeded  in  that 
precife  way;  he  had  ftated  the  grievance  or  evil  fuppofed  to 
exiil ;  the  Houfe,.  on  his  motion,  had  referred  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee to  inveftigate  into  the  matter,  and  to  report  to  the 
Houfe;  and,  upon  the  report  of  that  Committee,  a  bill  had 
been  brought  in,  and  had  now  pafTed  that  Houfe,  which  he 
withed  fincerely  might  have  the  effeft  to  remedy  the  evil.  If, 
then,  it  ihould  be  faid  to  him,  .why  would  you  alarm  and  dif- 
turb  the  minds  of  the  people,  when  you  have  no  particular  plan 
of  rcdrefs  to  propofe  ?  he  would  oppofe  to  fuch  queftion,  th^ 
fight  honourable  gentleman's  own  mode  of  proceeding  in  th« 
cafe  he  had  mentioned  ;  but  he  would  fay  alfo,  that  it  was  in- 
deed the  proper  and  regular  mode  of  proceeding.  He  did  not 
approve  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan  of  reform,  though 
he  thought  it  better  than  the  prefent  fyftem ; — Any  plan  would 
be  better  which  would  fecure  fuch  people  in  the  Houfe,  a^ 

would  vote  independently,  and  uninfluenced  by  cor/upttQn ; 
If...    vvv\7  ^  rv 
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he  could  certainly  mention  a  plan  which  appeared  to  hini  much 
better ;  but  he  was  not  bound  by  the  general  mode  of  proceed- 
ings in  that  Houfc,  to  move  any  fpecific  plan,  and  he  would 
therefore  adopt  that  mode  whicli  had  been  ufualiy  followed, 
and  which  appeared  to  him  the  beft,  viz.  after  having  ftated 
the  grievance,  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  take  it  into  conii- 
deration,  and  report  to  the  Houfe  fuch  mode  of  remedy  at 
Ihall  appear  to  them  proper.  He  concluded  with  moving, 
that  the  petition  (hould  be  referred  to  a  Committee.  ♦ 

Mr.  ERSKINE  feconded  the  motion. 

The  honourable  R.  B.  JENKINSON  began  with  obfenr- 
ing,  that  fo  various  were  the  objections  which  occurred  to  him 
on  the  propefition  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  beddes 
the  difficulties  which  he  always  laboured  under  in  addrefling 
himfelf  to  that  Houfc,  he  felt  the  additional  one  of  being  obliged 
to  feleft  amongft  the  different  arguments  which  offered  them- 
felves  to  his  mind.  The  time,  the  mode,  in  which  this  quef- 
tion  had  been  introduced,  were  highly  objedionable.  It  had 
been  introduced  at  a  time  when  our  conftitution  had  been  threat- 
ened from  within,  and  when  war  had  been  declared  againft  it 
from  without :  it  had  been  introduced  in  a  mode  dill  more  ex- 
traordinary. Without  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
a  number  of  gentlemen  aflbciate  themfelves  for  the  purpofecf 
perfuading  them  that  they  feel  grievances,  of  which  they  ap* 
pear  not  even  to  have  dreamed.  If  they  had  fucceeded  in 
roufing  the  lion,  could  tfcey  have  Tuppofed  they  could  have  led 
it  at  tlieir  difcretion  ?  Could  they  have  faid  to  the  people,  "  Tht 
conftitution  is  defedive  ;  it  muft  be  reformed  ;  it  can  be  re- 
formed only  by  your  riling  ;  but  if  you,  agreeing  with  us  in 
the  evil,  ihould  differ  with  us  in  the  remedy  ;  if  your  ideas  of 
reform  (hould  be  more  extenfive  than  ours ;  if  you  fliould  pafs 
the  line  we  have  drawn  for  you,  that  moment  you  would  be 
traitors"  and  rebels,  and  we  will  be  the  firfl:  to  inform  againft 
you."  The  example  of  a  neighbouring  country  unfortunately 
proves  that  the  people,  once  excited,  can  be  appeafed  at  the 
nod  of  no  man,  and  that,  under  fuch  circumftances,  they  would 
inevkably  become  inflruments  in  the  hands  of  thofe  whoTe 
wickednefs  and  extravagance  will  pu(h  them  to  the  greateft  ex- 
tremities. But  this  was  not  all.  This  Aflbciation,  after 
twelve  months  CQnflderation,  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  their 
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advertifements  In  the  public  papers,  repeated  and  repeated 
meetings,  bring  forward  to  the  confideration  of  this  Houfe  the 
fubje6b  of  parliamentary  reform,  withobt  even  venturing  to 
pnxiuce  a  fpecii^c  plan.  He  faid,  he  had  a  right  to  infer  from 
this>  that  fome  of  the  ableft  men  in  this  country,  aflbciated 
together  for  fo  confiderable  a  fpace  of  time,  had  fo  little  been 
able  to  afcertain  the  evil,  that  they  had  never  difcovercd  the 
itariedy  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  it ;  and  that  it  might 
therefore  have  been  expe£ted,  that  inftead  of  the  propodtion  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  they  fhould  have  heard  a  recanta- 
tion of  their  principles  on  this  fubjed,  from  an  avowal  of  the 
fniitleflhefs  of  their  refearch.  But  here  he  did  not  mean  to 
reft  the  queftion  ;  for  ill  chofen  as  had  been  the  time,  ill  adapts- 
cd  to  the  circumftances  of  that  time  as  had  been  the  mode,  his 
objedions  were  principally  to  ^fubftance  of  the  propojitton.  He 
obje£led  to  it  not  only  as  produdive  of  no  goori,  but  as  pro^ 
du^ve  of  pofitive  evil ;  not  as  nugatory,  but  in  its  confe* 
quences  as  fatal ;  fo  productive  of  evil,  and  fo  fatal,  that  he 
neither  knew  that  time  nor  that  mode  which  could  have  recon* 
ciled  him  to  its  adoption.  He  then  remarked,  that  it  was  a 
fubje£l  well  worthy  of  obfervatibn,  to  examine  the  efFefts  of 
different  Governments  on  different  countries  j  but  that  it  was 
ftill  more  curious  to  examine  the  effeds  of  the  fame  Gtovern- 
ment  on  different  countries.  Take,  he  faid,  abfolute  monarchy ; 
it  will  be  perceived,  that  in  fome  of  the  countries  of  Europe, 
ibzt  Government  produces  all  the  horrors  and  evils  of  which 
any  fyftem  can  be  capable  \  that  in  other  countries  it  produces 
as  much  happinefs  to  the  people,  as  a  fyftem  fo  defedive  as 
abfolute  monarchy  muft  be  can  poffibly  produce.  And  yet  no 
apparent  reafon  frequently  exifts  for  this  extraordinary  differ* 
rence.  What  inference  did  he  draw  from  this  ?  That  the  cf-* 
fefts  of  Government  on  the  people  do  not  fo  much  depend,  on 
general  principles  and  general  theories,  as  on  little  accidental 
circumftances  which  are  frequently  not  even  perceptible  ;  and 
confequently,  if  plaufible  theories  ought  never  to  be  an  objec- 
tion to  reform,  when  practical  grievances  are  felt,  fo  defeftive 
theories  ought  not  to  be  a  ground  for  reform,  whert  not  only 
no  pradical  grievance,  but  every  pradical  advantage,  is  felt. 
From  the  honourable  gentleman  not  having  introduced  a  fpe- 
cific  plan,  he  muft  of  ^ourfe  feel  fome  difficulty  in  arguing  the 
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^ue(Uott»^  He  rejoiced,  however,  at  hearing  him  give  up  ibt 
right  of  univerjal  fuffrage.  If  all  perfons  have  not  a  natunl 
right  to  vote  for  Members  of  Parliament,  no  particular  dafsof 
perfons  can  have  that  right ;  the  line  could  never  be  drawn« 
The  queftion  then  is  placed  upon  its  proper  ground  ;  it  was  a 
queftion  of  Mrifdom,  a  quedion  of  expediency,  but  not  a  quef- 
tion of  right.  Confidering  it  then  in  this  point  of  view,  wo 
ought  to  exafhine  this  queftion  on  the  fame  principle  on  which 
all  queftions  of  the  fort  muft  be  examined,  viz.  by  inquiring 
what  was  the  end  that  was  to  be  produced  ?  and  then  confider^ 
ing  what  were  the  means  likely  to  produce  that  end.  The 
end  was,  a  Houfe  of  Commons  that  was  to  produce  certain  ef- 
feAs.  The  means  of  obtaining  that  Houfe  of  Commons,  wera 
the  eleftors.  We  ought  not  then  to  begin  firft,  by  confidering 
who  ought  to  be  the  eledtors,  and  then  who  ought  to  be  eleft- 
cd  i  but  we  ought  to  beginT)y  confidering  who  ought  to  be  the 
ele(fted,  and,  then  conftitqte  fueh  perfons  eleflors  as  would  be 
likely  to  produce  the  bed  elefted.  Three  queftion^,  then,  ariie 
aut  of  this  principle  : 

I  ft,  What  is  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? 

2d,  How  ought  it  to  be  compofed  to  anfwer  its  objedl  1 

3d,  What  is  the  way  of  fo  compofing  it  ? 

Suppofing,  then,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  on  the  firft  of 
thefe  queftions ;  that  we  muft  be  all  agreed  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  is  meant  to  be  a  legiflative  body,  reprefenting  all 
defcripvons  of  men  in  this  country*  Without  troubling  the 
Houfe  any  farther  on  that  propofition,  he  would  proceed  to 
the  fecond,  and  confider  how  it  ought  to  be  formed.  In  the 
firft  place,  he  fuppofed  every  perfon  would  agree,  that  the 
landed  intereft  ought  to  have  the  preponderant  weight.  The 
landed  intereft  was,  in  fad,  the  ftamina  of  the  country.  Ii| 
the  fecond  place,  in  a  commercial  country  like  this,  the  rnanu* 
fafluring  and  commercial  intereft  ought  to  have  a  confiderable 
Weight,  fecondary  to  the  landed  intereft,  but  fecondary  to  the 
landed  intereft  only.  But  viras  this  all  that  was  ncceffary  I — 
There  were  other  defcriptions  of  people,  which,  to  diftinguifh 
from  thofe  already  mentioned,  he  ihould  KAz  prof effional  people^ 
and  v^^om  he  coniidered  as  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  compo*' 
fition  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons*  By  profeftional  people,  he 
i&d  not  mean  to  ufe  that  expreifion  in  the  narrow  andconnn^d 
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fenfe  in  which  it  was  generally  ufed  ;  he  meant  thofe  Mem* 
bers  of  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  who  wifhed  to  raife  themfelved 
to  the  great  offices  of  the  State  :  thofe  that  were  in  the  army  | 
thofe  that  were  in  the  navy  ;  thofe  that  were  in  the  law  :  and 
be  maintained^  that  thefe  feveral  defcrtption«  of  perfons  ought 
to  be  able  to  find  fome  means  of  entering  into  that  Houfe* 
Firft,  it  is  to  he  confidered,  that  by  the  praflicc  of  the  confti-*' 
tation,  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown  are,  in  part,  chofen  out  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commpns.     The  landed  interefl:,  or  country 
gentlemen,  are>  generally  fpeaking,  not  ambitious  of  exer«» 
ciflng  thofe  fun&ions  ;  and  indeed  it  was  not  to  be  wondered 
that  perfons  of  confiderable  property  and  confeqoence  in  the 
country,  (hould  find  themfelves  fo  much  employed  by  the  ma^ 
nagement  of  •their  property,  by  fulfilling  the  office  of  Magif- 
trate  in  their  different  counties,  and  by  attending  their  duty  as 
Members  of  Parliament,  as  not  to  be,  in  general,  defirous  of 
becoming  Members  of  the  Adminiflration  of  the  country.    In- 
deed, it  may,  perhaps,  be  more  proper  that  fuch  perfons  (hould 
be  employed  in  watching  over  the  condud  of  thofe  who  exercifc 
the  fundions  of  executive  Government,  than  that  they  (hould 
be  employed  in  exercifmg  thofe  functions  themfelves^     This 
applied  (lill  (Ironger  to  thofe  gentlemen  in  the  commercial  line. 
They  did  not,  generally  fpeaking,  come  into  Parliament  till 
they  were  rather  at  an  advanced  period  of  life,  and  they  were 
then  fo  occupied  with  their  commercial  concerns,  that  even  if 
Aey  had  the  difpofition,  they  could  not  have  the  leifure,  to  be*- 
come  Members  of  the  executive  Government.     Unlefs,  then, 
thelail  defcription  of  pet-fons  whpm  he  had  mentioned  ;  unlefs 
profeifional  men  could  find  their  way  into  that  Houfe,  you 
would  (Irike  at  the  root  of  this  principle.     He  faid,  that  the 
principle  itfelf  was  a  very  important  one ;   that  it  had  been 
commonly  obferved,  that  whilft  in  other  countries  men  could 
fercely  be  found  to  difcharge  the  offices  of  the  State,  in  this 
country  there  were  always  more  than  were  fufficient ;  but  if 
the  profeffional  men  he  had  mentioned  were  prevented  from 
becoming  Members  of  Parliament,  we  (hould  lofe  one  of  the 
moft  important  advantages  of  our  Contlitution.     There  was 
another  reafon  why  thefe  perfons  were  abfolutely  neceifary : 
we  were  conilantly  in  the  habit  of  difcuiling  in  that  Houfe  all 
d)e  importaoiK  concerns  of  the  State-,  it^as  neceffary,  there-?. 
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^ore,  that  there  (houU  be  perfons  in  the  pradlce  of  debating 
fuch  queftions.  It  would  plainly  appear^  from  what  has  been 
already  faid,  that  the  very  fame  reafon  which  would,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  prevent  either  gentlemen  in  the  landed  intereft, 
or  in  the  commercial  intereft,  from  accepting  the  offices  of  the 
State,  would  likewite  prevent  them  from  exerciflng,  in  a  con- 
fiderable  degree,  their  talents  in  the  pradice  of  debating.  If, 
therefore,  he  faid,  we  were  deiirous  that  there  ihould  continue 
in  that  country  a  conftant  fupply  of  men  to  form  vigorous  and 
effedive  adminiftrations ;  if  we  were  defirous  that  there  fliould 
continue  in  that  Houfe  a  conftant  fupply  of  men  to  form  vigo- 
rous and  effective  oppofitions,  for  the  purpofe  of  watching 
over  the  condudl  of  fuch  Minifters^  the  defer! ptions  of  peifoni 
he  had  mentioned  were  abfolutely  necelfary  to  the  compoGtion 
of  it.  There  was  another  reafon ;  being  conftantly  in  the  habit 
of  debating  in  Parliament  on  all  the  different  affairs  of  State, 
on  the  naval,  on  the  military  affairs,  on  the  ftate  of  the  law  of 
the  country,  it  was  prpper,  he  faid,  that  we  (hould  ^ve 
within  ourfelves  perfons  belonging  to  thefe  different  profeflions, 
to  whom  we  might  occafionally  appeal  on  fuch  fubjeds,  and 
in  whofe  opinion  we  might  confide,  if  their  chara&er  in  their 
profefllion  induced  us  fo  to  do.  There  was  a  fourth  reafon» 
which  was,  to  his  mind,  ftronger  than  all  the  reft.  The  pro- 
feffional  perfons  he  had  mentioned,  in  fa£t,  made  that  Houle 
the  reprefentation  of  the  people.  Suppofe,  that  in  that  Houie 
there  wtre  only  country  gentlemen ;  they  would  not  then  be 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  but  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
landholders  of  the  nation.  Suppofe  there  were  in  that  Houfe- 
only  commercial  perfons  ;  they  would  not  be  the  reprefenta- 
tives of  the  nation ;  but  the  reprefentatives  of  the  commercial 
intereft  of  the  nation.  See,  he  faid,  from  an  example  what 
would  be  the  confequence  of  this.  There  cannot  be  a  more 
important  fubjed  of  legiflation  than  the  corn  laws.  It  would 
be  agreed  by  every  one,  that  Parliament  fliould  prevent  com 
from  either  becoming  fo  dear  as  to  diftrefs  the  poor»  or  from 
its  becoming  fo  cheap  as  to  affe6l  agriculture.  The  landholders 
of  the  country  have  an  intereft  that  corn  fliould  be  as  4fiax  as 
poffible ;  perfons  in  the  commercial  and  manufa^uring  line 
have  an  intereft  that  corn  fliould  be  as  cheap  as  poflible :  it 
muft  then  inevitably  follow,  that  if  one  of  th^fe  defcriptioos  of 


A.  1793.  DEBATES.  391 

pcrfons  only  found  their  way  into  the  Houk,  the  intereft  of 
that  defcription  of  perfons  would  be  principally  confidered,  and 
Jiowevcr  refpeflable  thofe  perfons  might  be,  an  f/prit  de  corps " 
would  naturally  be  found  in  all  their  proceedings.  Suppofe 
the  landed  and  commercial  interefts  could  both  find  their  way 
into  this  Houfe,  the  landed  intereft,  it  has  been  proved,  ou^ht 
to  have  the  preponderant  weight ;  it  would  confeqaently  b© 
able,  if  it  had  nothing  but  the  commercial  intereft  to  combat 
with,  to  prevent  that  intereft  from  having  the  weight  ia  the 
Conftitutios  which  it  ought  to  have;  and  all  defcriptions  of 
perfons  in  the  country  would,  in  fa£t,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the 
landholders  of  it.  The  profeflional  perfons,  then,  that  he  had 
mentioned,  are  what  make  this  Houfe  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people.  They  have  colleflively  no  ejprit  de  corpSy  bc- 
caufe  they  are  compofed  of  perfons  in  very  different  profeffions. 
They  mix  themiMves  with  the  landed  and  commercial  intereft, 
and  prevent  any  efprit  de  corpSy  by  this  means,  from  affeding 
our  proceedings.  Thus,  whilft  the  landed  intereft  has  of  any 
one  defeription  of  perfons  the  principal  weight  in  this  Houfe^ 
as  it  ought  to  have ;  whilft  the  commercial  intereft  has  of  any 

.  one  defcription  of  perfons  the  fecondary  weight  in  this  Houfe, 
as  it  ought  to  have,  neither  the  landed  nor  commercial  intereft 
can  materially  afFe^l  each  other.  The  interefts  of  the  different 
profeflions  of  the  country  are  fairly  confidcred,  and  the  Houfe, 
by  this  means,  become  what  it  could  not  become  by  any  other 
means,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  at  large. 

What  then,  he  afked,  were  the  means  of  obtaining  fuch  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  ?  The  counties,  and  many  of  the  populous 
boroughs,  fecured  the  election  of  country  gentlemen ;  the  com- 

^meicial  towns  fecured  the  election  of  certain  perfons  in  that 
line  :  but  how  were  the  laft  defcription  of  perfons,  the  profef^ 
fional  men,  to  find  their  way  into  thatHoufe  ?  In  the  counties, 
local  connexion  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  decide  the  elec* 
tion.  However  great  his  property,  or  the  property  of  any 
other  gentleman,  might  be  in  a  county,  it  would  go  a  great  way 
to  decide  between  A  and  B,  two  confiderable  perfons  in  that 
county  i  but  it  could  never  be  made  ufc  of  with  efFeft  for  the 
purpofe  of  bringing  in  a  perfon  who  had  no  landed  property  in 
tharcounty,  and  who  could  have  no  connexion  confequently 
with  the  various  interefts  in  it.     In  the  populous  boroughs,  the 
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fame  principle  will  in  a  great  meafiire  avail ;  and  perTons  who» 
for  the  firft  time  at  leaft,  arc  chofen  for  them,  arc  generally 
chofen  either  on  account  of  fotne  local  connexion,  or  by  means 
of  the  exertions  which  a  very  confiderable  property  may  enaUe 
them  to  make.  Many  gentlemen,  after  they  have  come  intQ 
that  Houfe  by  other  means,  by  the  reputation  they  acquire  from 
their  exertions  in  it,  aie,  at  a  fubfequent  period,  frequently  n^ 
turned  b]\the  mod  populous  places  in  the  country ;  but  if  the 
names  of  the  profeflional  perfons,  who  had  come  into  that 
Houfe  for  a  confiderable  number  of  years,  were  examined,  it 
would  be  found  that  far  the  greater  part  of  them  have  come  in, 
for  the  firft  time,  by  meajis  ofthofe  borough^  which  are  called 
rotten  boroughs  ;  that  having  in  general  no  flrong  local  con* 
neftion,  and,  comparatively  fpeaking,  no  very  confiderable 
property,  it  is  fcarccly  poflible  that  they  (hould  come  in  by  any 
other  means  ;  and  if  it  was  the  obje£t  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, as  it  appeared  to  be,  if  it  was  the  objeA  of  the  petiti- 
oners  whofe  petition  they  had  heard  read  that  day,  as  It  appear- 
ed likewife  to  be,  to  aboli(h  thofe  clofe  boroughs,  perfons  of 
the  defcription  he  had  mentioned  would  fcarcely  ever  find  niean^ 
of  obtaining  a  feat  in  that  Houfe;  and  thofe  Members  whom 
he  confidered  himfelf  to  have  proved  abfolutely  neceflaiy  for 
creating  that  Houfe  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  would 
he  entirely  excluded. 

He  then  confidered  himfelf  to  have  (hewn  that  the  clofe  bo- 
roughs,  as  being  the  means  of  introducing  profeflional  perfoo; 
to  that  Houfe,  were  abfolutely  neceflary  to  its  Conftitution. 
Did  any  evil  arife  from  them  ?  It  might  be  feared,  that  their 
influence  colle&ively  might  be  fo  great,  its  to  prevent  th^ 
landed  and  commercial  intereft  from  having  that  weight  in  the 
Houfe  which  they  certainly  were  entitled  to.  This  objedioa 
had  been  anfwered  before ;  for  this  defcription  of  individuab 
not  being  compofed  of  any  one  fort  of  perfons,  but  of  perfooi 
of  a  variety  of  profeflions,  nbt  being  returned  by  perfons  in 
one  intereft,  but  by  perfons  in  very  different  interefts,  poflefled 
coile£lively  no  e/prit  de  corps ^  and  could  confequeutly  not  af» 
fe£l  the  weight  of  either  the  landed  or  monied  intereft  in  that 
Houfe.  But  it  might  be  faid,  to  a  certain  degree  theie  per* 
fons  may  be  necelTary ;  but  are  not  their  numbers  increafing? 
The  reverie  he  aflerted  was  the  faiS*    Let  any  geatleman  look 
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at  the  various  decifions  on  controverted  eleSions  (ince  the 
paffing  of  Mr.  Grenvillc*s  ad,  and  he  will  find,  that  inalmoft 
every  cafe,  the  decifion  has  been  in  favour  of  the  more  open 
right  of  ele&ion ;  and  that  it  is  aftonifhing  how  many  boroughs 
there  are,  which  were  believed  to  be  clofc  boroughs  a  very  few 
years  ago,  and  which  have  fince  been  made  as  open  as  any  bo« 
roughs  in  the  country.  It  has  frequently  been  faid,  "  If  you 
had  a  Houfe  of  Commons  to  make  for  the  firft  time,  would 
you  conftitute  it  as  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  is.cpnfti- 
tuted?"  This  is,  generally  fpeaking,  not  a  fair  que(Hon; 
but  he  found  no  difficulty  in  anfwering  it  on  the  prefent  occa*^ 
iion.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay,  that  if  he  had  a  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  conftitute  in  a  country  fimilar  to  Great  Britain^ 
he  ihould  conftitute  it  in  every  little  circumftance  fimilar  to 
the  prefent.  He  did  not  mean  to  fayt  that  it  would  occur  to 
him  to  give  Members  to  Liverpool  and  Briftol,  and  not  give 
them  to  Manchefter  and  Birmingham.  But  this  he  wouldfay^ 
that  he  fliould  conftitute  it  precifely  on  the  fame  principle.^^ 
That  by  means  of  counties  and  confiderable  boroughs,  he 
would  endeavour  to  fecure  the  ele^ion  of  the  landed  intereft. 
That  by  means  of  the  commercial  towns,  he  would  endeavour 
to  fecure  the  ele&ion  of  the  commercial  intereft,  and  that  he 
would  certainly  conftitute  a  number  of  clofe  boroughs,  where 
there  were  not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  eleAors.  Why  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  made  the  propofition  of  Parli* 
amentary  Reform,  and  the  petition  on  their  table,  rather  pro-^ 
pofed  uniformity  of  eleftion.  His  ideas  were  the  reverfc. 
That  the  modes  of  election  ought  to  be  as  varied  as  poilible, 
becaufe,  if  there  was  but  one  mode  of  elefiion,  there  would, 
generally  fpeaking,  be  but  one  defcription  of  perfons  in  that 
Houfe.  His  opinion  was,  that  there  ought  to  be  a  variety  of 
defcriptions  of  perfons  in  that  Houfe ;  and  by  a  very  varied 
mode  of  eleftion  only  could  that  variety  of  perfons  be  fecured. 

We  came,  however,  to  this  important  queftion  at  laft. — Has 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fo  conftituted  in  pradtice,  anfwcrcd 
the  end  for  which  it  was  defigned  ?  The  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
as  the  democratic  part  of  the  Conftitution,  as  the  victual  re- 
prefentativesof  the  people,  certainly,  to  a  degree,  ought  to  be 
affeded  by    public    opinions  in  their  operations.     It  muft. 
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however,  never  be  forgot,  that  the  firft  quality  of  the  Houfc  of 
Commons  is  that  of  being  a  deliberative  aflembly.  If  public 
opinion  is  neceflarily  to  afFeft  their  dccifions  on  every  occafion, 
it  will  ccafe  to  be  that  deliberative  affemWy,  and  the  Members 
of  it  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to  their  conftituents, 
and  defire  to  be  dircScd  by  them  in  the  votes  they  are  to  give 
on  every  important  fubjeft.  Public  opinion,  then,  ought  to 
have  a  certain  weight  in  the  condufl:  of  that  Houfe ;  but  public 
opinion  ought  never  to  have  fo  great  a  weight,  as  to  prevent 
their  exercifing  their  deliberative  funSions.  The  petition  on 
the'  table,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  made  the 
motion,  have  afferted,  that  the  national  debt- which  this  coun- 
try labours  under,  has  originated  from  the  corruption  of  thsrt 
Houfe.  A  more  extraordinary  aflertioif  never  has  been  made. 
The  national  debt  has  arifen  from  the  wars  in  which  thfs 
country  has  been  involved/  Did  gentlemen  mean  to  a%rt, 
that  thofe  wars  were  not  agreeable  to  the  public  opinion  ? — 
Gonfider  the  hiftory  of  the  wars  fmce  the  Houfe  of  Hanover 
has  been  on  the  throne.  The  Spanifli  war ;  was  that  unpopu- 
lar ?  It  was  entered  upon  on  the  exprefs  requifition  of  the 
people,  and  contrary  to  the  known  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  war  of  1756;  was  that  unpopular?  Never  was 
any  country  engaged,  he  believed  he  might  fay,  in  a  more  po- 
pular war.  The  American  war  ;  was  that  unpopular  ?  He 
had  heard  it  afferted  by  an  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to 
him,  that  that  was  the  war  of  the  people.  Until  within  a 
year  and  a  half  of  its  conclufion,  nothing  could  be  more  mark- 
ed than  the  approbation  which  the  Public  gave  of  that  mea- 
fure.  It  grew  unpopular  towards  the  end,  as  under  fimilar 
circumftances  every  war  will  grow  unpopular,  becaufe  it  was 
unfuccefsful ;  and  what  was  the  confequence  of  this  war  be- 
coming unpopular  ?  That  the  Minifter,  who  had  the  com- 
plete confidence  of  a  Parliament  chofcn  in  the  year  1780,  was 
forced  by  that  Parliament  to  quit  his  fituation  in  Icfs  than 
eighteen  months  afterwards,  in  confequence  of  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  the  war !  Take,  he  faid,  the  adminiftration  of  his  right 
honourable  friend.  Would  any  body  fay,  that  that  admini- 
ftration,  which  had  had  the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, had  not.likewife  the  confidence  of  the  Public?  He 
would  admit  that  that  was  no  proof  alone  of  the  adminiftrati  jn's 
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being  good  ^  but  that  was  not  the  queftion.    The  point  that 
they  were  to  decide  was,  had  public  opinion  its  full  weight  in 
the  deliberation  of  Parliament  ?  by  the  confidence  which  Par- 
liament had  placed  in  his  right  honourable  friend,  the  public, 
opinion  had  proved  to  be  in  unifon  with  the  opinion  of  that 
Houfe  ;  but  it  was  faid,  that  there  were  fome  meafures  of  the 
prefent  adminiftration  approved  of  by  that  Houfe,  and  which 
the  Public  were  averfe  from.     Very  poffibly.     The  difference 
of  that  Houfe  from  the  Public,  on  any  particular  meafure, 
could  be  no  objection ;  for  if  that  Houfe  had  not  the  power  of 
differing  from  the  Public,  nay,  if  it  did  not  fometimes  differ 
from  them,  it  would  ceafe  to  be  a  deliberative  affembly.     But 
the  Ruflian  war  had  been  dated,  and  much  had  been  dwelt  on 
this.    The  Houfe  were  well  acquainted  with  his  opinion  on  that 
fubjeS.     He  would  fuppofe,  however,  for  argument's  fake, 
that  his  opinion  was  completely  wrong ;  that  Minifters  were 
wrong  in  arming  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  Oczakow,  and 
were  wrong,  having  fo  anned,  in  difarming  without  obtaining 
it.     What  does  that  prove  with  refpeft  to  the  decifions  of  that 
Houfe  ?     Nothing,  unlefs  it  could  be  {hewn  that  that  which 
was  faid  to  be  the  defe£l  in  our  reprefentation,  was  the  caufe 
of  thofe  decifionsr.     If  it  could  be  fliewn,  for  inftance,  that 
the  Members  for  the  clofe  boroughs  had  in  fad  occafioned  thofe 
decifions,  contrary  to  the  opinions  of  the  landed  and  commer- 
cial interefts  in  that  Houfe,  the  objedlion,  as  far  as  refpeAs 
that  particular  cafe,  may  avail.     But  the  reverfe  was  the  hSt. 
A  much  greater  number  of  Members  for  counties  and  populous 
places  voted  with  Adminiflration  than  voted  againd  them  ;  and 
as  many  Members  for  clofe  boroughs,  in  proportion,  voted  in 
the  minority  as  in  the  majority  of  that  Houfe.     The  objection 
then  proved  nothing.     Form  a  Houfe  of  Commons  as  you 
pleafe,  affeiilble  the  people  in  Saliftury  Plain;  you  cannot 
prevent  their  having  improper  attachments  and  improper  aver- 
iions.     You  cannot  prevent  their  placing  too  much  confidence 
in  one  Minifter,  becaufe  they  approve  of  him,  and  too  little 
in  another,  becaufe  they  difapprove  of  him.     The  defeft  is 
not  in  the  reprefentation  ;  it  is  in  human  nature,  and  our  eyes 
had  better  be  turned  to  an  improvement  of  that.     Heathen  faid, 
ihat  though  public  opinion  he  had  always  thought  flxould  have 
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a  certain  weight  in  the  Conftitutionj  he  was  fearlul  kft  our 
Government  (hould  become  too  democratic.     Every  man  who 
puihed  the  democratic  principles  of.  the  Conftitution  too  far, 
Was,  in  faft,  an  enemy  to  it.     He  was  of  the  fame  opimon 
with  refpeft  to  thofe  who  pufhed  the  monarchical  or  aridocra- 
.  tical  principles  of  it  beyond  their  proper  limits.     It  was  cer- 
tainly the  principle  of  the  Britifli  Conftitution,  that  monarchj 
ariftocracy,  and  democracy  fliould  ferve  as  a  control  on  each 
other ;  but  it  was  likewife  a  principle,  that  on  ordinary  occa- 
Cons  they  (hould  and  muft  co-operate.     If  the  monarchy,  the 
ariftocracy,  and  the  democracy  are  too  much  unconne£led,  the 
purpofe  of  control  may  be  anfwered,  but  the  purpofe  of  co- 
operation will  be  defeated.     No  x)ne  of  the  principles,  there- 
fore, ought  to  be  forced  beyond  a  certain  extent.     If  any 
perfon  was  to  be  forced  to  live  under  a  fimple  monarchy,  he 
would  choofe  a  moderate  monarchy.     If   any  perfon  was 
forced  to  live  under  a  fimple  ariftocracy,  he  would  choofe  a 
moderate  ariftocracy.     If  any  perfon  was  forced  to  live  under  a 
fimple  democracy,  he  would,   of  courfe,  choofe  a  moderate 
democracy.     If  then  you  are  to  live  under  the  three  united,  it 
becomes  ftill  more  ncceflary  that  each  (hould  be  moderate  in  it- 
felf;  bccaufe  without  that,  co-operaiion,  which  is  abfolutely 
necefTary,  could  not  fubfift  between  them.     He  declared,  that 
no  perfon  had  more  extenfive  ideas  of  liberty  than  he  had ;  but 
it  was  not  by  any  exclufive  attachment  to  the  democratic  part 
of  our  Conftitution,  that  that  love  of  liberty  was  to  be  mani- 
fefted  ;  democratic  tyranny  was  at  leaft  as  bad  as  either  monar- 
chial  or  ariftocratical  tyranny.    The  liberty  we  had  the  ble(fing 
to  enjoy,  did  not  arife  from  any  part  of  the  conftitution,  but 
from  the  operation  of  the  different  parts  of  it   on  each  other. 
In  the  true  fenfe  of  liberty,  it  was  the  end  of  all  Government, 
men  fled  from  a  ftate  of  nature  to  a  ftate  of  fociety  ;    becaufe, 
in  the  former,  the  firft  bleffing  of  liberty,  fecurity,  could  not 
be  obtained.     But  when  he  talked  of  liberty,  he  meant  not 
any  abftradl  idegfe  of  the  rights  of  man ;  he  meant  pradical  li- 
berty.    Of  this  he  might  fay,  that  was  the  beft  Government 
which  had  the  moft  of  it ;  or,   in  other  words,  that  was  the 
beft  Government  where  there  was  the  greateft  fecurity,  and  the 
leaft  reftraint.     He  was  not  fo  ignorant,  however,  of  human 
nature,  as  to  fuppofe  that  every  country  could  enjoy  gn  equal 
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fliare  of  it.  The  liberty  of  a  country  muft  depend  on  its  Go* 
vemment ;  and  very  little  experience,  indeed,  would  teach  us, 
that  different  Countries  require  very  different  Governments; 
that  in  conftdering  what  Government  would  fuit  a  country,  the  , 
extent  of  it,  the  population  of  it,  nay,  the  climate,  mufl  in 
feme  degree  be  attended  to.  How,  then,  were  we  to  judge 
whether  the  Government  was  well  adapted  to  the  country  ?-*• 
By  the  efieds  it  produced.  Is  property  fecure  r  Is  the  admi^- 
niftration  of  juftice  correft  ?  Are  the  laws  mild  ?  Do  the  lower 
orders  of  the  community  appear  contented  ?  Wherever  thefc 
bleilings  exift,  the  Government  from  which  they-  originate 
muft  neceflarily  be  good.  Let  us  judge,  he  faid,  of  the  Bri- 
ti(h  conditution  on  this  principle.  Is  not  property  fecured  i 
Is  not  the  adminiftration  6f  juftice  pure  and  correft  ?  Have  we 
not,  in  fliort,  arrived  at  a  pitch  of  profperity  unparalleled  in 
either  ancient  or  modern  hiftory  ?  What,  then,  muft  be  that 
tree  which  could  produce  fuch  fruit !  But  it  was  not  on  the  eiFeds 
of  ourfyftem  only  that  it  was  neceffary  to  reft  ;  thofe  who  had 
pafled  their  lives  in  the  ftudies  of  fpeculative  retirement,  and 
who  had  become  acquainted  with  human  nature  but  from  books, 
have  beheld  with  regret  the  capricious  tyrannies  of  abfolute 
monarchy,  the  fyftematic  oppreflion  of  ariftocracy,  the  turbu* 
lent,  fe^ious,  and  unfettled  difpofition  of  democracy.  They 
confidered  that  a  fyftem  might  be  founded  out  of  the  three, 
where  the  faults  of  each  might  correft  the  faults  of  the  other, 
and  where  the  virtues: of  each  might  prove  an  aid  to  the  vir* 
tues  of  the  other.  Should  we,  then,  who  enjoy  fuch  bleflings 
from  fuch  a  fyftem,  on  the  pretence  of  fome  trifling  defeats  in 
the  theory,  be  difpofed  to  hazard  its  exiftence  ?  Should  we 
contemplate  the  fpots  of  the  fun,  regardlefs  of  its  fplendor  i 
Should  we  feek  glafles  to  magnify  thofe  fpots  which,  to  com- 
mon eyes,  are  not  even  vifible,  and  when  the  luftre  of  the 
ctleftial  body  is  (o  great,  that  no  part  of  nature  can  complain 
of  a  defeft  of  its  rays  ?  But  the  fpots  of  the  fun  do  in  fome 
degree  diminifli  its  fplendor.  In  works  of  art,  it  frequently 
happens  that  thofe  which  appear  defedive,  are  in  faft  the  re- 
verfe  ;  fpeculative  theories  are  generally  founded  on  ideas  of 
perfeftion  which  do  not  exift :  human  inttitutions  muft  be 
adapted  not  only  to  the  virtues,  but  to  the  weaknefs  and  paflions 
of  mankind.    Thus  is  it  frequently  neceffary  to  follow  that  by 
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indireA  ways,  which  by  the  ftraight  road  we  never  could  hope 
to  arrive  at.  That  there  were  theoretic  defeSs  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  not  what  he  pretended 
to  deny ;  it  was  incumbent,  however,  on  thofe  who  propofed 
a  reform,  to  prove  that  thofe  defeds  afFefted  the  prafticc'of  the 
conftitution.  He  contended  that  he  had  proved  the  revcrfe ; 
that  they  were  neceflary  to  the  conflitution ;  and  that  any  at- 
tempt to  reform  them  might  prove  dangerous  to  its  very  ex- 
iftence. 

Mr.  POWYS  could  not  content  himfelf  with  giving  a  filcnt 
vote  upon  fo  momentous  an  occafion — and  firft,  before  he  pro- 
ceeded to  difcufs  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  he  wilhed  to 
anfwer  a  charge  adduced  againfl:  him  of  his  having  made  a  di* 
ftinAion  between  the  Members  who  compofed  the:  Houfe,  by 
attaching  to  a  part  the  appellation  of  independent.  By  this 
epithet  he  certainly  did  not  mean  the  landed  intereft  alone — he 
meant  perfons  neither  holding  nor  ex  peeing  any  oflices.  It 
was  not,  he  faid,  his  intention  to  go  over  thofe  general  grounds 
which  had  been  fo  often  debated,  and  on  which  the  opinion  of 
the  Houfe  had  been  always  the  fame.  On  the  prefeni  day, 
Mr,  Grey  had  come  forward  as  the  organ  and  delegate  of  a  fo- 
ciety,  conftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  checking  the  progrefs  of 
difafpedlion  and  difcontent — or  waiting  for  the  operation  of  the 
public  mind,  and  of  holding  no  communication  with  vifionary 
fpeculators.  In  procefsoftime,  however,  thefe  friends  of  the 
people  joined  with  the  performers  from  another  theatre,  and 
they  a^Eled  together,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern  more 
than  once.  If,  however,  at  their  meetings  inflammatory  Ian* 
guage  were  held — if  there  were  any  who  talked  of  embodying 
all  the  proud  flefli  and  blood  of  the  country,  he  was  convinced 
that  fuch  fpecches  proceeded  not  from  the  crowds  of  the  people, 
and  was  totally  difowncd  by  them.  Mr.  Grey  had  faid  that  the 
example  of  France  ought  not  to  deter  the  Houfe  from  adopt* 
ing  a  reform.  To  this  argument  he  did  not  feel  difpofed  to 
accede,  after  the  Icatiments  difclofed  by  M.  Condorcet,  which 
fentimcnts  he  begged  leave  to  read — (They  related  to  the  for- 
mation of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  which 
would  probably  produce  the  fame  fymptoms  in  England  as  had 
preceded  the  convocation  of  the  States  General  of  France  in 
1788.)    Our  Conftitution,  the  wonder  of  the  world,  had,  in 
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former  ages,  been  the  delight  and  envy  of  mankindy  when  all 
other  nations  lay  groaning  under  dcfpotifm,  or,  what  wasworfc, 
under  anarchy  ;  and  he  tniftcd  it  would  ever  be  found  a  happy 
exception  from  the  confufion  into  which  other  countries  were 
hurried  by  their  efforts  to  efcape  from  tyranny.  The  happy 
frame  of  our  Government  freed  us  from  the  two  extremes.-— 
When  the  reprcfentative  part  of  the  Lcgiflature  had  an  identity 
of  intcreft,  and  a  conformity  of  fentiments  with  its  conftitu- 
cnts,  it  inevitably  followed,  that  the  people  were  well  governed 
and  happy.  That  this  was  the  cafe  at  the  prefent  moment  with 
us,  appeared  fo  manifeft,  that  it  would  be  time  thrown  away 
to  prove  it.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  reftortng  the  people  to 
equal  reprefentation,  he  defired  to  know,  to  what  criterion 
that  equality  could  be  referred  ?  He  defired  to  hear,  what  that 
period  was  where  the  reprcfentor  and  reprefented  met  conftitu- 
tionally,  and  where  the  ftandard  of  conftitutional  perfe&ion 
flood  ?  The  Houfe  of  Commons  was  an  organ,  not  merely 
to  fpeak  the  public  voice,  or  regifler  the  public  opinions,  but 
poflelling  judgement  to  deliberate,  'and  power  to  execute  the 
refult  of  that  deliberation.  As  fuch,  it  could  liften  to  no  fuch 
meafures  as  were  now  didlated ;  and  the  motion  ihould  there^ 
fore  have  his  diffent.  ^ 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  after  ftating  his  anxiety  to  deliver  his 
fentiments,  confeflecl  that  he  felt  infinite  difficulty  in  conneA- 
ing,  combining,  and  comparing  all  the  reafons  and  arguments 
offered  by  the  honourable  gentleman  from  whom  the  motion 
had  proceeded.  Never  had  there  been  a  quefUon  offered  to  the 
Houfe  fo  repugnant  to  reafon,  and  fo  adverfe  to  every  principle 
of  common  fenfe.  It  was  a  queflion,  in  the  difcuffion  of 
which  objeAions  of  the  mod  oppofite  nature  arofe  every  mo* 
ment,  and  when  one  had  been  anfwered,  others  immediately 
fiarted  up,  like  Bayes's  troops,  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 
Much  attention  as  he  had  paid  to  the  fpeech  of  his  honourable 
friend,  he  had  not  been  able  to  difcover  whether  the  queftion 
was  a  queftion  of  expediency  or  of  right.  Indeed  Mr.  Grey 
muft  excufe  him,  if  he  confidered  him  only  as  a  fpeck  or  fpot 
(luminous  perhaps)  when  compared  with  the  vaft  importance 
of  the  fubjed. 

Pars  minima  eft  ipfa  puella  fui* 
He  put  him  out  of  his  confideration,  and  weighed  him  in  his 
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icale  only  as  an  atom.  Hts  honourable  friend  proceeded  very 
properly  on  the  ground  of  expediency ;  others  on  the  ground 
of  right.  The  laft  were  certainly  the  moft  numerous  and  the 
moft  powerful.  All  the  petitions  that  had  been  prefented 
ftated  the  right,  and  indeed  his  honourable  friend  could  not 
correft  the  contagion.  Thofe  perfons  who  fupported  the  doc- 
trine  of  right,  fupported  it  on  the  fuppofed  natural  equality  of 
men,  and  on  this  pofitien,  that  the  will  of  the  majority  ought 
to  be  obligatory  on  the  minority.  A  difcuflion  of  thefe  two 
principles  was  better  adapted  to  a  fociety  of  learned  men  than 
to  a  large  deliberative  affembly  ;  and  he  could  not  but  lament 
that  they  had  ever  been  fuppofed  to  attach  to  the  bufinefs  of 
common  life.  To  apply  thefe  metaphyfical  arguments  as 
rules  of  conduft  would,  in  his  own  opinion,  be  like  turning 
a  mill  by  the  power  of  mufic,  or  raifmg  a  wall,  like  another 
Amphion,  by  a  tune.  On  each,  however,  of  thefe  principles 
of  equality,  and  the  paramount  nature  of  the  majority  of 
wills>  he  wilhed  to  fay  a  few  words.  With  regard  to  the 
firft,  that  run  fo  trippingly  from  the  tongue,  he  (hould  be  gbd 
to  hear  a  definition  of  it ;  but  no — thofe  who  were  fo  fond  of 
it  never  would  vouch  fafe  to  give  one  ;  or,  if  they  did,  it  was 
in  the  nature  of  anfwering  idem  per  ideniy  or  ignotumper  igm- 
iius.  The  definition  he  had  formed  in  his  own  mind  was 
this  —  that  as  the  end  of  all  government  was  to  produce  the 
greateft  poflible  fum  of  all  human  happinefs,  fo,  in  producing 
it.  Government  was  not  to  look  for  its  refideuce  in  any  parti- 
cular formed  part.  No  ravages  Were  to  be  made  on  the  hap- 
pinefs of  the  greater  part  for  the  purpofe  of  conferring  that 
happinefs  on  tlie  fmaller.  Whether  this  definition  would  be' 
received  by  fuch  perfons  as  fupported  the  dodrine  of  right,  he 
could  not  tell.  He  believed,  however,  that  it  would  not ;  for 
from  it  refulted  all  poifible  inequality,  particularly  with  refped 
to  property.  They  feemed  to  fay,  that  as  long  as  perfons  con- 
tinued to  talk  abftradedly  of  mankind,  they  mud  confider  them 
as  equal.  He  came  next  to  the  fecond  of  thefe  pernidous 
principles,  viz.  that  in  all  focieties  and  dates  the  will  of  the 
majority  ought  to  govern.  In  oppofition  to  this  he  felt  no  dif- 
ficulty in  affirming,  that  it  was  not  a  general  principle  of  go- 
vernment, nor  confonant  to  the  fpirit  and  the  pcaftice  of  ours 
in  particular,  that  the  numerical  majority  (houl4  decide  for  the 
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whole.  An  ingenious  author,  whom  he  admired  more  as  a 
philologift  than  a  politician  (Mr.  Home  Tooke),  had  faid, 
with  fome  pleafantry,  that  many  of  the  evils  of  life  arofc  for 
want  of  a  right  underftanding  of  particles.  *  Juft  fo,  he  ima- 
gined, many  of  the  errors  of  thefc  new  political  philofophi* 
zcrs  originated  in  a  mifunderftanding  of  particles.  They 
faid,  for  inftance,  that  all  government  proceeded /r^m  the  peo- 
ple :  now  if,  inftead  of  the  particle /r^w,  they  would  infert  the 
particley»r,  their  propofition  would  be  not  only  intelligible, 
but  true ;  and  yet  on  the  ftupid  confounding  of  thefe  two,  not 
indeed  by  ftupid,  but  very  ingenious,  men,  did  they  reft  their 
wild  and  injurious  fpcculations.  When  he  denied  the  right  of 
the  majority  to  govern  the  whole,  and  decide  in  all  cafes,  he 
might  be  aflced  what  he  would  fubftitute  for  it  —  if  he  would 
take  the  niinority  ?  He  would  not  fay  fo,  though  even  that 
propofition  would  not  be  more  abfurd  than  the  other,  in  ^the 
manner  they  ;irgued  upon  it.  He  would  reft  the  decifion  on 
the  merits  and  the  juftice  of  the  point  to  be  decided ;  andtas 
men  would  fee  thofe  more  or  lefs  clearly  in  proportion  to  tH^ir 
greater  or  lefs  degrees  of  information,  it  followed  that  the 
majority  was  not  the  moft  likely  to  be  in  the  right.  If  twenty 
perfons  of  ordinary  capacity  were  to  decide  on  a  queftion  by  a 
mere  majority,  was  it  a  certain  rule  that  the  majority  would 
be  right  ?  By  no  means.  If  to  thefe  twenty  as  many  more 
are  added,  would  the  certainty  be  greater  ?  It  would  be  lefs ; 
for  as  the  number  was  augmented,  the  deficiency  of  delibera- 
tive judgement,  the  moft  eflential  quality,  would  be  greater. 
If,  therefore,  the  plan  of  thefe  reformers,  who  faid  that  no- 
thing but  a  mere  majority  ought  to  govern,  were  to  be  carried^ 
the  nation  muft  be  undone.  Applying  this  argument  to  the 
cafe  of  the  Revolution  ;  was  it  not  notorious  that  the  Revolu* 
tion  was  produced  by  the  minority,  and  yet  that  event  had  re* 
ceived  univerfal  applaufe.  Of  majorities  there  were  three 
kinds :  the  firft  was  the  majority  of  reafon ;  the  fecond  of 
niimbers ;  the  third  of  force.  A  good  man  would  make  ufe 
of  the  fiift  and  third  ;  a  bad  man  would  adopt  the  third  alone : 
but  neither  the  bad  man  nor  the  good  would  o^ake  ufe  of  the 
fecond  majority.  To  ftrip  this  queftion— if  two  men,  meet- 
ing one  man  in  a  wood,  were  to  contend  that  they  had  a  right 
to  murder  him,  it  did  not  matter  whether  the  numbers  were 
Vol.  XXXV.  3F 
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two  millions  and  one  million^  though  it  might  be  better,  for 
the  lake  of  argument,  to  take  the  firft  mode  of  ftatihg  it. 
Suppofing,  then,  that  two  men  were  to  meet  one  man,  it  wouM 
be  of  no  avail  for  the  one  man  to  fay  that  he  was  not  in  (bcie* 
ty,  the  majority  would  immediately  vote  that  he  was.     Much 
had  been  did  of  the  theory  of  the  Conftitution — the  eXprefGoa 
'  imported  much :  it  was  fomething  that  might  eafily  be  mifta- 
ken  ;  it  was  an  Etrurian  vafe,  which,  if  fome  were  to  think 
made  for  the  purpofe  of  containing  oil,  and  others  for  the 
purpofe  of  holding  water,  both  might  be  led  into  a  ludicrous 
miftake.    Befides,  this  idea  of  reftoring  the  Conftitution  to  its 
,  ancient  theory,  opened  a  door  for  the  wildeft  fchemes  of  the 
Srildeft  reformers.     The  Petitioners  had  demanded  that  the 
Houfe  ifhould  reprefent  the  whole  nation.     If  it  were  to  re- 
prefentihe  whole  nation,  where  was  the  neceflity  of  King  and 
Lords  i  and  this  thefe  Petitioners  knew,  for  they  were  excel- 
lent engineers.    They  knew  that  there  was  a  gentle  afcent 
'  terminated  by  a  rock,  bn  which  was  placed  a  fortification. 
*  They  would  not  attack  the  heights  of  monarchy  firft,  with  al} 
'  its  thunder  of  privileges :  they  would  make  their  advances  re- 
gularly, and  take  ground  on  the  fide  of  reprefentation  ;  when 
they  had  made  good  their  ftation  there,  they  knew  that  faccefs 
muft  attend  their  endeavours.    It  had  been  faid  that  the  people 
had  a  right  to  demand  ;  that  the  cxtenfion  of  the  duration  of 
Parliament  from  three  years  to  feven  was  an  invafion  of  their 
rights.     For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  know  whether  it  would 
not  be  an  invafion  of  their  rights  to  make  the  duration  of  Par- 
liaments again  triennial ;  for,  upon  this  mode  of  reafoning, 
every  thing  but  pure  democracy  was  an  invafion  of  their  rights. 
Few  grievances  had  been  complained  of  by  Mr.  Grey,  and 
thofe  few  operated  againft  him.     In  the  cafe  of  1784  he  dif- 
fered in  opinion  with  him.     It  had  been  a  comphiat  againft 
all  former  Parliaments,  that  they  had  been  toamuch  addided 
to  the  Minifter  of  the  day.     As  foon,  however,  as  they  went 
againft  him,  they  .were  thrown  to  the  people,  and  devoured  by 
them  With  all  the  favage.ferocity  of  hounds.     At  the  prefent 
period,  the  effe£l  of  legitimate  aflemblies,  emanating  from  the 
people,  had  been  feen  in  France.    The  prefent  National  Con- 
vention, though  the  legitimate  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
^•re  overawed  by  two  other  bodies  of  aiea. 
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I  think  there  be.fix  Richmonds  in  the  field.  They  were 
kept  by  thofe  focieties  in  the  moft  ilri6l  fubmiffion.  You  fhall 
be  Kingy  and  I  will  be  Viceroy  over  you. 

With  refpeA  to  a  perfect  coincidence  in  opinion  with  the 
people,  he  contended  that  all  good  proceeded  on  a  difference  in 
opinion  with  the  people/  and  that  nothing  cogld  be  fo  calami- 
tous to  the  Houfe  as  to  become  the  agents  of  the  people. 
For  his  own  part,  he  thought  that  a  cafe  of  a  difierent  fort 
ought  to  have  been  made  out.  The  probable  lofs  ought  to 
be  oppofed  to  the  probable  gain.  It  ought  to  be  recoUeded 
that  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies  could  be  known  to  the 
end  of  centuries ;  but  the  .impulfes  of  the  heart  could  not  be 
known  from  one  day  to  another.  The  grievances  then  ought 
firft  to  be  felt  before  a  remedy  ought  to  be  applied  ;  for  (hould 
the  people  think  fuch  a  reform  as  the  pcefent  ineiFedual,  they 
would  not  flop.  To  give  them  any  thing  fliort  of  the  entire 
completion  of  their  wiihes  would  be  like  throwing  crumbs  to 
hungry  men,  wh«  have  ftomachs  for  greater  things.  Mr. 
Grey,  therefore,  might  open  the  door,  but  would  he  be  able 
to  fliut  it  ?  No. — Didxhe  not  know  that  feme  things  will  take 
fire  as  well  by  €old~as  by  hot  water  ?  <  Did  he  imagine  that 
throwing  cold  water  on  Hme  would  put  it  out  ?  No.  —  But 
even  were  he,  for  his  own  part,  to  be  fure  that  the  people 
would  ftop  at  a  particular  fpot,  ftill  he  would  not  agree  to  it. 
If  there  was  even  no  mifchieVous  confequences  couched  in 
the  meafure,  he  would  objed  to  it,  as  producing  no  good. 
Befides,  he  denied  the  extent  of  the  grievance  complained  of: 

^*  All  is  not  ofienc*  that  indifcretion 

^'  Finds,  or  raihnefs  deems  fo." 

But  thoie  oflFences  were,  he  faid,  fo  mixed  and  interwoven  with 
perfedions,  that  the  one  could  not  be  removed  without  de- 
ftroying  the  other.  The  Houfe  could  not  pretend  to  correal 
blemiflies  in  the  Conftitution.  It  was  like  the  flyle' of  ancient 
authors,  of  which  the  critics  faid,  ^i  corrigii  deUt  tarn  vitia 
virtutihus  mixta.  What  fome  people  called  its  faults  could 
not  be  correSed  without  deftroying  all  its  valuable  parts. 
Many  things,  he  was  aware,  might  have  efcaped  him.  Some 
circumftances  more  might  tranfpire.  If  a  difcuflion  muft  take 
place  on  fuch  fubje^Si  he  would  advife  the  H6u(lb  to  drink 
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deep  or  tafte  not.  If  the  principles  were  to  be  examined,  the 
fallacy  of  them  would  foon  be  dete£^ed  ;  and  if  any  dared  to 
inhibit,  he  would  promife  them  that  they  would  be  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  being  the  babies  of  a  girl.  He  difliked  this 
mixture  of  politics  and  metaphyficJ. — [^A  loud  laugh.] — ^With 
much  warmth  the  right  honourable  gentleman  defired  thofe 
who  difliked  his  metaphyfics  to  anfwer  them.  This  fpeciesof 
argument  had  commenced  with  the  American  war,  and  hid 
been  carried  down  to  the  prefent  period.  It  was  a  contemp* 
tible  chegoe,  which >  if  fufFered  to  penetrate  the  (kin,  would 
bury  itfelf  in  the  inflammation  which  it  had  excited,  and  eat 
to  the  bone,  defying  the  power  of  art  to  remove  it,  although 
in  the  firft  inftance  an  old  woman  might  pick  it  out  with  a 
needle. 

The  Honourable  THOMAS  ERSKINE  faid,  that  had  be 
been  abfent  at  the  opening  of  the  debate,  and  unacquainted 
with  the  motion  before  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  have  thought, 
from  the  manner  and  argument  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  juft  fat  down,  that  fome  propofition  had  been  brought 
'  forward  not  only  big  with  ruin  to  the  interefts  of  this  country, 
but  fuch  a  one  as  had  never  before  entered  into  the  mind  of 
any  man  to  projefl.  At  all  events,  he  certainly  never  couM 
have  coUeSed  from  the  fmile  of  approbation  which  covered 
the  features  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him 
(Mr.  Pitt),  that  the  motion  which,  to  his  perfeS  fatisfadion, 
was  reprobated  and  ridiculed,  was  no  other  than  the  very  mo* 
tion  which  he  him/el/  firft  formally  introduced,  and  made  it 
the  firft  charafteriftic  of  his  public  life  to  originate  and  fup- 
port.  He  muft  alfo  bring  it  to  the  fame  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman's  recolleftion,  that  the  difturbances  and  revolutions  of 
the  world,  and  the  progrefs  of  principles  dangerous  to  monar- 
chy which  were  now  fet  11  p  as  reafons  againft  all  reformation, 
were  by  himfelf  made  the  very  bafis  of  his  own  limilar  appli- 
cation to  the  Houfe  at  the  clofe  of  the  American  war.  At 
that  lime  a  mighty  Republic  had  juft  formed  itfelf  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic ;  but  having  been  forced  into  that 
form  by  the  corruptions  which  he  fought  to  deftroy,  (a  princi- 
ple equaHy  applicable  at  this  moment  as  then)  that  mighty  re- 
volution, and  the  agitations  which  accompanied  it,  inftead  of 
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forming  an  objedion,  was  made  the  very  argument  to  fupport 
the  neceffity  of  regenerating  our  own  Conftitotion. 

He  faid  he  ihould  not  attempt  to  imitate  the  honourable  gen-* 
tleman  who  fpoke  laft  in  the  fubtlety  of  logical  arguinent,  or 
in  the  eloquence  of  declamation,  but  mail  remark,  that  it 
would  have  been  more  worthy  of  his  talents  to  have  fairly 
ffaited  his  honourable  friend's  propodtions  and  arguments,  and 
then  to  have  refuted  themi,  than  to  aflume  thofe  which  never 
were  maintained.     Did  his  honourable  friend,  for  inftance, 
infift  upon  univerfal  reprefentation  as  an  original  and  iodifpen-*' 
lable  principle  of  this  or  any  other  Government  ?  or  did  the 
petition  which  he  prefented  alTert  that  principle,  or  pray  for  its 
adoption  ?    His  honourable  friend  put  the  rights  of  mankind 
in  general,  and  of  the  people  of  England  it\  particular,  upon 
truer  and  higher' grounds  :  he  maintained  that  liberty,  proper* 
iy,  and  fecurity  from  all  oppreiHon,  were  the  unalienable 
rights  of  mankind  ;  that  all  government  exided  for  their  be* 
ne&t ;  and  that  whatever  reprefentation,  general  or  particular, 
conduced  the  mod  to  fecure  them,  they  had  a  right  to  infti'- 
tute  for  their  protedion.     But  as  they  were  not  affembled  to 
form  a  government,  but  to  fupport  one  already  eftabli(hed,  he 
difclaimed  all  refort  to  theory,  and  maintained  his  propofition 
as  juftified  by  praSical  neceffity.     He  would,  therefore,  recall 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  motion  before  it.     What 
was  it  ?     It  was  fimply  that  they  (hould  take  into  their  confi- 
deration  the  petition  which  Mr.  Grey  prefented,  and  which^ 
upon  being  read,  the  Houfe  had  received  ;  and  the  fmgle 
queftion  was,  whether  the  petition  contained  fufffcient  matter, 
if  taken  to  be  true,  to  render  it  their  duty,  either  in  jjiftice  or 
in  wife  policy,  to  endeavour  to  remove  what  it  complained  of? 
He  faid,  if  taken  to  be  true,  becaufe  as  the  Petitioners  offered 
to  verify  it  claufe  by  claufe,  the  Houfe  could  not,  without  in- 
quiry, or  rather  in  the  teeth  of  their  own  certain  knowledge, 
vote  it  to  be  falfe.     What  then  did  the  petition  affert  ?     It 
aiTerted  that  this  Houfe,  which  is  invefted  with  the  mighty 
authority  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  People  of  Great 
Britain,  were  chofcn  by  a  number  fmaller  than  the  fubfcribers 
to  fpme  of  the  petitions,  which  to-day  bad  been  treated  with 
neglcd :  it  ftated  that  this  grofs  inequality  was  rendered  more 
unequal  by  the  difproportion  of  the  bodies  who  ele^ed  :  it  aC> 
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felted  that  clcftions  were,  and  rauft,  in  fpite  of  all  laws, 
continue  to  be  procured  by  notorious  corruption ;  that  Peers 
of  Parli^-iient,  fent  up  to  the  other  Houfe  from  their  influence 
in  this,  fent  by  their  mandates  others  to  reprefent  them  ;  and 
that  fmall  as  the  numbers  were,  compared  with  the  whole 
people  who  eleded  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  6f  Commons, 
they  thcmfelves  were  but  nominal  eledors,  the  majority  of 
thofe  who  fat  there  being  eleftcd  by  the  patronage  of  the 
Crown  and  a  few  great  men  of  the  realm,  by  means  of  which 
the  people  had  loft  all  (hare  in  our  balanced  Conftitiition. 
Thofe  were  tfle  faSs  they  ftated,  and  the  fimple  queftion  was> 
whether  the  Houfe  was  prepared  to  fay,  in  the  face  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  to  the  people  they  reprefentcd,  What  of  all  this  ?  Be 
it  fo;  let  thefe  things  continue:  for  that  would  be  theu^Ian* 
guage  if  they  negatived  the  motion.  To  that  it  had  been  an- 
swered, that  thofe  theoretical  defefts,  which  the  language  of 
difcontent  had  .worked  up  into  a  libel  upon  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment, belonged  to  its  original  Conftitution ;  that  under 
it  the  country  had  improved  from  age  to  age,  and  arrived  at  its 
prefent  profperity  and  glory.  He  denied  it.  He  faid  that 
there  was  not  in  pradice,  which  both  fides  had  agreed  to  refort 
to,  the  fmalleft  analogy,  between  the  ancient  and  modern  Houfe 
of  Commons.  He  faid  that  before  the  Revolution,  when  the 
executive  power  of  the  country  was  in  all  its  ancient  vigour, 
ruling  by  terror  and  the  inftruccients  of  authority,  and  whilft 
by  the  free  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  people  the  Commons  were 
only  growing  up  in  ftrength,  and,  by  advancing  upon  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government,  were  gradually  bringing  the 
Conftitution  to  what  it  now  was,  the  defeftive  reprefentation 
of  the  people  was  a  mere  defefl;  in  theory,  but  of  fmall  account 
in  pra£tice  :  it  was  then  of  fuch  immenfe  importance  to  the 
people  to  ftruggle  againft  the  prerogative,  that  it  was  of  little 
confequence  who  were  the  elediors,  if  the  people  were  but 
poflyTed  of  an  organ  where  their  authority  could  be  depofited 
and  z&  with  force  ;  the  Crown  had  not  then  the  means  of  io« 
Alienee  and  corruption  either  amongft  the  eleftors  or  the  eled- 
ed,  and  particular  diftri6ls  of  the  nation  were  not  then  bought, 
in  order  to  fell  again  at  difcretion,  not  merely  thofe  who  had 
been  bought,  but  the  reft  of  the  nation,  whofe  interefts  were 
l^ft  in  the  hands  of  the  fmall  number  which  conftituted  tht 
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eleAive  body.  Whoever  looked  at  the  Engliih  hlftory  would 
perceive,  that^in  the  infancy  of  that  Houfe^  and  before  the 
confirmation  of  its  high  privileges,  the  Commons  were  uni- 
formly bent  on  maintaining  popular  privileges,  and  formed  a 
real  and  praBicai  balance  againft  the  Crown.  There  was 
no  danger  in  thofe  days  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  few 
would  bctrary  the  interefts  of  the  many.  The  Crown  and 
the  Commons  were  feparated  by  fear  and  jealoufy,  and  vrtien 
the  Commons  got  together,  no  matter  how  eieded,  they 
a£ted  on  that  principle.  This  was  fo  true,  that  even  Charles 
and  James,  when  the  Commons  were  rifen,  were  driven  to 
the  garbling  of  corporations  :  but  that  fmce  the  Revolution^ 
and  particularly  fmce  the  creation  of  the  immenfe  revenues 
whi^  had  grown  up  fince  that  time,  a  new  order  of  things 
had  arifen,  and,  as  all  government  flood  in  praAic^  and  not 
in  theory,  the  Englifli  Government  might  be  faid  to  be  com-  , 
pletely  changed  ;  corruption  had  taken  the  place  of  powery 
and  therefore,  although  a  Houfe  of  Common,  eleded  in 
unf  way  J  having  the  people's  authority,  was  fuificiently  con* 
ftitutedto  ftruggle  againft  power,  and  although  the  defedivc 
ftate  of  the  reprefentation  had,  in  that  cafe^  no  operation, 
yet,  when  influence  and  corruption  fuperfeded  authority,  the 
popdlar  branch  of  the  Conftitution  might  be  ftriflly  faid  to> 
be  diflblvcd.  A  fmall  part  of  the  nation  was  now  in  the  ha« 
bitual  courfe  of  either  felling  the  interefts  of  the  whole,  or 
clfe  their  eledive  franchife  was  the  abfolute  property  of  forao 
individual,-  frequently  the  Crown,  who  fold  it  for  them,  and  . 
the  perfons  ele6led  devoted  themfelve^  implicitly  |o  the 
Crown  for  the  emoluments  which  were  carved  out  of  the 
people's  fubftance  to  feed  them,  by  which  that  Houfe  had 
become  a  Council  of  the  Crown,  and  not  an  adive  balance 
againft  its  power. 

He  faid  thofe  were  no  imaginations  of  his  ;  they  ftood  not 
only  upon  all  hiftory,  but  upon  a  modern  authority  which 
weuld  be  refpeded  by  the  Houfe,  and,  he  knew,  wduld  be 
particularly  bowed  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
fpokelaft. 

A  modern  author  of  great  eloquence,  faid  Mr.  Erikinet 
fpeaking  of  thofe  changes  in  the  Engliih  Government,  truly 
faid^  2 
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^  The  virtue,  fpirit,  2nd  eflence'of  a  Houfe  of  Commoot 
confifts  in  its  being  the  exprefs  image  of  the  feelings  of  the 
nation.  It  was  not  inftituted  to  be  a  control  upon  the  peo-^ 
pie,  as  of  late  it  has  been  taught  by  a  do£lrine  of  the  moft 
pernicious  tendency,  but  as  a  control /^r  the  people." 

And  he  therefore  thus  indignantly  deplored  its  lapie  from 
that  charafter : 

'<  The  diftempers  of  monarchy  were  the  great  fubje&  of 
apprehenfion  and  redrefs  in  the  laft  century;  in  this,  the 
diftempers  of  Parliament.  The  power  of  the  Crown,  al- 
moft'  dead  and  rotten  as  prerogative,  has  grown  up  anew, 
with  much  more  ftrength  and  far  lefs  odium,  under  the  name 
of  influence — an  influence  which  operated  without  noife  and 
violence ;  which  converted  the  very  antagonift  into  the  in- 
ftrument  of  power ;  which  contained  in  itfelf  a  perpetual 
principle  of  growth  and  renovation ;  and  which  the  diftrefles 
and  the  profperity  of  the  country  equally  tended  to  augment, 
was  an  admirable  fiibftitute  for  a  prerogative  that,  being  only 
the  oflspring  of  antiquated  prejudices,  had  moulded  in  its 
original  ftamina  irrefiftible  principles  of  decay  and  diflblu- 
tion.  The  ignorance  of  the  people  is  a  bottom  but  far  a 
temporary  fyftem ;  but  the  intereft  of  adive  men  in  the  fiate 
is  a  foundation  perpetual  and  infallible. 

'<  When  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  thus  made  to  confi- 
der  itfelf  as  the  mafter  of  its  conftituents,  there  wanted  but 
one  thing  to  fecure  it  againft  all  poflible  future  deviation  to*  * 
wards  popularity — an  unlimited  fund  of  money  to  be  laid  out 
according  to  the  pleafure  of  the  Court." — ^That  fund  they  all 
knew  exifted,  augmenting  itfelf  alike  by  the  diftrefles  as  by 
.the  profperity  of  the  country.  But  it  might  be  faid,  had  not 
the  nation  bee^  equally  profperous  under  this  new  fyftem  of 
pra£tice  ?  He  anfwered  No.  He  maintained  that  the  mighty 
agitations  which  now  convulfed  and  dtfolated  Europe,  that 
the  difaftrous  events  of  the  moment  which  were  oppofed  to 
the  motion  before  the  Houfe,  owed  their  very  exiftence  to 
the  corruptions  of  the  Englilh  Government,  which  they 
fought  to  do  away.-^ —  [Here  a  laugh  from  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe.] 

Mr.  Erikine  faid,  there  was  nothing  fo  eafy  as  that  fort  of 
anfwer.    It  would  be,  however,  more  decent  and  parliamen- 
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tary  to  cxpofe  his  miftakcs  by  rcafonings.  He  fhould  Hften 
to  them  with  candour,  and  follow  them,  if  he  was  con- 
vinced ;  but  till  then  he  would  continue  to  aflert,  that  all 
the  calamities  which  they  deplored  at  that  moment  had  no 
other  origin  than  the  corruption  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  s 
and  for  the  firft  part  of  the  hiftorical  dedudion  he  had  au- 
thorities, fome  of  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  be  difpofed  to  difpute. 

His  illuftrious  father  (the  Earl  of  Chatham)  maintained 
that  a  taxation  for  revenue  in  America,  the  fatal  caufe  of  the 
American  quarrel  and  feparation,  was  devifed  to  fupply  the 
fountain  of  corruption  in  that  Houfe ;  Sir  George  Saville 
infifted  upon  it  with  indignation  in  his  celebrated  letter  to 
his  conftituents ;  and  the  celebrated  author  whofc  work  he 
had  already  cited  detailed  all  the  melancholy  hiftory  in  that 
too-prophetic  fpeech  which  he  delivered  in  the  beginning  of 
that  war.  He  knew  the  war  was  for  a  long  time  popular  in 
the  country,  becaufe  it  wis  their  war,  and  the  people  unfor- 
tunately conneSed  that  Houfe  with  themfelves,  though 
there  was  no  fubftantial  connexion.  Had  that  Houfe  been 
in  theory  what  it  was  in  pra£lice,  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment merely,  without  an  imaginary  connection  with  the 
people,  how  different  would  have  been  the  event — jealoufy 
would  have  prevented  what  confidence  produced.  It  muft 
be  remembered,  too,  that  fince  revenue  was  to  be  raifed, 
which  either  England  or  America  was  by  their  authority  to 
provide,  they  artfully  created  a  powerful  intereft  in  the  quar- 
rel by  American  taxation  :  but,  with  all  thofe  advantages, 
the  people  faw  the  approaching  calamity,  and  petitioned  to 
avert  it  long  long  before  it  was  too  late  to  have  faved  Ame- 
rica to  this  country. 

He  faid,  therefore,  that  if  this  Houfe  had  then  in  fubftance 
rcprcfented  the  people,  America  at  that  moment  would  ftill 
have  been  an  affedionate  colony,  or,  if  emancipated  by  the 
natural  progreffions  of  the  world,  (he  would  now  be  fpread- 
ing  the  roots  of  monarchy  round  and  rotrnd  the  globe. 
They  planted  her  in  their  better  days,  and  gave  her  the 
image  of  their  own  conftitution.  Her  governors  were 
Kings,  her  councils  the  Ariftocracy,  and  her  affemblies  the 
Commons  ;  and  (he  felt  both  pride  and  profperity  in  the  re- 
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fleded  greatnefs  of  this  country.  But  all  that  mighty  fabric 
their  corruptions  undermined  and  deftroyed,  and  the  reign  of 
republicanifm  began  from  the  abufe  of  monarchical  eftablifli- 
ment.  This  was  the  fird  ftage  of  the  proof,  and  the  reft 
too  palpably  followed  it. 

The  cffc&s  of  fo  diilant  a  revolution,  brought  on  by  the 
corruption  of  our  European  Govern  mcnt>  could  not  have 
communicated  itfelf  fo  fuddenly  to  Europe,  if  other  govern- 
ments had  not  been  equally  corrupt.  It  certainly  was  not 
aiFedion  for  freedom,  but  to  didrefs  England,  that  embarked 
France  in  the  American,  caufe  ;  b.ut  as  that  deteflable  princi- 
ple could  not  be  openly  avowed,  her  prefs  became  free  in  ar- 
guing  the  juftice  of  the  quarrel,  and  (he  fent  the  prime  of 
her  army  to  fupport  it  in  the  field.  The  confequences  every 
body  had  fecn.  Her  armies,  after  (bedding  their  blood  in 
the  refinance  of  monarchical  defpotifm  and  corruption,  and 
enjoying  the  triumph  of  republican  reilftance,  returned  home 
to  France  to  (ee  monarchy  in  a  flill  more  odious  and  dif- 
graceful  form:  tbey  foon  applied  the  principles  their  Go« 
vemment  had  taught  them  to  the  Government  iifelf,  and 
monarchy  in  France  palTed  away  like  an  enchantment. 
Such  was  ttie  power  of  opinion.  He  niaintained,  therefore, 
that  no  fafl  in  hiflory  or  politics  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  was  more  firmly  fuppoited ;  that  the  propofition 
(which  fome  had  afFefted  to  laugh  at)  was  flrifily  true  ; 
and  that  the  corruptions  of  the  Engli(h  Houfe  of  Commons, 
by  reforting  to  taxation  in  America  for  the  means  of  cor- 
ruption, and  carrying  on  the  war  to  the  final  feparation, 
had  wholly  and  certainly  produced  all  the  changes  which 
agitated  the  world  at  that  moment. 

Mr.  Er(kine  faid,  if  the  feparation  of  America,  and  the 
confequent  revolutions  of  Europe,  might  thus  be  tr2K:ed  to 
thecaufes  he  had  adigned,  and  that  they  arofe  from  no  other, 
every  man's  conrjience  told  him  to  be  true,  how  could  it 
pofTibly  be  denied  that  the  prcfent  fyftem  of  Engliih  Go- 
vernment had  been  praftically  mifchievous,  when  but  for 
thofe  bitter  fruits  of  their  corruption  they  would  have  been 
free  at  this  moment  from  a  debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions,  which  crippled  all. their  exertions,  and  have  fcen 
the  nations  around  them,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  Eng- 
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land,  bowing  to  their  Conftitution  as  the  great  type  and  exam- 
ple of.  happinefs,  inflead  of  feeing  (he  was  now  fpeaking  their 
own  language)  the  firft  principles  of  Government  broken  up, 
and  the  country  involved  in  a  war  to  prevent  even  the  internal 
diflblution  of  her  own,  Conftitution. 

There  were  fome,  he  faid,  who,  forced  by  their  former 
opinions  and  praAice  to  admit  the  exiftence  of  thofe  evils  and 
the  advantage  of  fome  reformation,  yet  objeScd  to  the^ne* 
rality  of  the  motion  and  the  want  of  a  fpecific  objeS.     He, 
on  the  contrary,  thought  that  the  generality  of  the  application 
conftituted  at  once  its  pra£licability  and  its  fafcty.     The  Peti- 
tioners recolleAed,  as  they  ought  to  do,  that  they  were  not 
without' a  Government  which,  with  all  its  defeAs,  was  ftill 
worthy  of  their  confidence  and  aflFeftion :  they  did  not,  there- 
fore, ftep  into  their  place  to  legiflate  for  themfelves,  but  look- 
ed up  to  their  wifdom  and  authority  to  provide,  as  in  other 
cafes,  for  the  common  good.     And  it  was  truly  faid  by  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  whofe  works  he  had  already  cited,  that 
nothing  would  be  more  dangerous  than  for  Parliament  to  take 
advantage  of  the  inartificial  mode  in  which  the  people  exprefs 
their  wiflies,  or  to  take  poft  ypon  their  lilence.  — "  If  we 
(hould  be  able,  by  dexterity,  power,  or  intrigue,  to  difappoint 
the  expectations  of  our  confiituents,  what  will  it  avail  us? 
W-e  (hall  never  be  ftrong  or  artful  enough  to  parry  or  to  put 
by  the  irrefiflible  demands  of  our  fituation,  which  calls  upon  us 
with  a  voice  which  will  be  heard.     If  all  the  nation  are  not 
equally  forward  to  prefs  this  duty  upon  us,  yet  be  aifured  that 
they  all  equally  exped  we  (hould  perform  it.     The  refpe&ful 
lilence  of  thofe  who  wait  upon  your  pleafure  ought  to  be  as 
powerful  with  you  as  the  call  of  thofe  who  require  your  fervice 
as  their  right.     It  is  not  wife  to  force  the  people  to  fpeak  out 
more  plainly  what. they  plainly  mean." 

But  though  no  fpecific  remedy  was  called  for,  the  general 
nature  of  it  was  obvious.  It  obtruded  itfclf  upon  the  view 
from  the  bare  confideration  of  the  complaint.  The  complaint 
was,  that  the  people  had  no  control  in  the  choice  of  their  re- 
prefcntatives ;  that  they  were  either  chofen  amidfl  riot  and 
confufion,  and  amidft  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  larger  dif- 
trids,  or  by  the  abfolute  authority  of  a  few  individuals  in  the 
finaUer  \  that  no  private  fortune,  even  if  cledion  were  ixtc^ 
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could  bring  up  the  elcflors  to  the  poll  at  a  county  contcft,  or 
the  abfent  freemen  in  thofe  numerous  cities  where  the  eledion 
18  in  the  corporation,  or  (land  the  expence  of  the  final  ifliie  in 
that  Houfe. 

The  principle  of  the  remedy,  therefore,  muft  prefent  itfclf 
to  every  mind  alike,  though  different  psrfons  might  diflFer  in 
the  details.  It  could  be  no  other  than  to  Amplify  and  equalife 
the  franchife  of  eleSion,  to  make  each  body  ofelefiors  too 
large  for  individiial  corruption,  and  the  period  of  choice  too 
fbort  for  temptation,  and,  by  the  fubdivifion  of  the  places  of 
ele6lion,  to  bring  the  eleftors  together  without  confufion  and 
tvithin  every  man's  reach.     Surely  this  was  pradicable. 

With  regard  to  the  time,  againft  which  fo  much  had  been 
objeded,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  if  ever  there  was  one  feafon 
more  critically  favourable  than  another] for  the  objeft,  it  was  at 
that  very  moment.  When,  indeed,  the  arbitrary  monarchy  of 
France  was  battering  down  by  the  exertions  of  a  great  people, 
and  nothing  was  fcen  but  virtuous  exertion  and  exultation,  it 
might  be  admitted  that  in  fuch  a  conjunaure.mcn  might  run 
before  the  mark,  and  confound  principles  together  which  had 
no  connexion.  Such  was  the  allerlged,  but  not  the  proved, 
flate  of  England  when  his  honourable  friend  gave  notice  laft 
year  of  his  motion.  The  obje<ftion  then  had,  therefore,  at 
leaft,  a  plaujible^  though  not  a  juft,  foimdaiion.  But,  good 
God !  faid  Mr.  Erfkine,  how  different,  on  the  admiilion  of  the 
obje£lors  to  the  times,  was  the  ftate  of  the  country  at  the  pre- 
fent moment — ftarting  back  with  horror  at  the  crimes  and  ca- 
lamities of  France,  and  feemingly  forgetting  all  diftrefles  in  an 
enthufiafm^for  their  own  Government  !  Surely  common  fenfe 
proclaimed  that  to  be  the  hour  of  reformation,  more  efpecially 
when  it  was  left  to  themfelves  to  originate  and  to  fafhion  it. 
So  far  from  being  urged  on  by  the  people  to  go  too  far,  they 
trod  like  men  who  feared  that  the  ground  would  break  under 
them,  and  could  hardly  be  brought  up  to  the  point  which  their 
underftandings  dilated.  Let  them  feize,  therefore,  that  happy 
and  providential  crifis  to  do,  with  popularity  and  fafety,  what 
to  fave  their  country  mufl  be  done  at  lali  :  let  them  exhibit  to 
the  world  the  veffel  of  the  Englifh  State  riding'amidft  the 
ftorms  of  the  world,  held  by  her  three  equal  anchors,  which 
keep  her  inotionlefs  and  in  fafety  by  drawing  her  equally  id 
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their  different  diredions.  This  was  the  way  to  perpetuate  the 
love  of  monarchy.  If  they  really  thought  that  a  fpirit  of  dif- 
content  walked  abroad,  and  menaced  the  fafety  of  Govern- 
ment, let  them  make  hafle  to  lay  it,  by  rendering  Government 
refpedabie.  If  they  wiflied  to  expofe  and  to  difcountenance 
the  viiions  and  theories  of  the  day,  and  to  prevent  their  prac- 
tical efFeds,  let  them  exhibit  to  the  People  of  England,  in 
pra6licc,  the  real  genuine  Confiitution  of  their  fathers,  and 
give  them  the  happinefs  which  flows  from  its  adminiftration. 
This  was  the  cure  for  fedition,  and  the  road  to  content.  He 
ihould  not  farther  detain  the  Houfe  at  that  late  hour. 

Several  gentlemen  rofe  to  fpeak,  and  feveral  called  out  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  STANLEY  moved  to  adjourn  the  debate. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  he  wiflied  the  queftion  to  be  as 
fpeedily  decided  as  pofTible ;  but  as  from  unavoidable  circum- 
fiances  the  debate  had  begun  at  a  very  late  hour,  and  many 
gentlemen  were  defirous  of  delivering  their  fentiments  upon  it, 
he  ihould  have  no  objedion  to  adjourn  the  debate. 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  was  put,  and  the  Houfe  di-* 
vided.  Ayes,  181  ;    Noes,  109. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefdayy  'jth  May. 

Mr.  STANLEY,  who  moved  yefterday  for  the  adjourn- 
ment, rofe  to  Rate,  that  he  conceived  the  fubje£t  to  be  of  the 
greatcft  confequence,  and  made  his  motion  in  order  to  afford 
an  opportunity  to  all  the  honourable  Members  to  deliver  their 
fentiments,  for  the  mutual  improvement  of  all.  The  Confti- 
tution,  confifting  of  three,  branches,  was  admirably  adapted  to 
promote  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  the  nation,  but  they  had 
their  diftindl  provinces.  The  Chief  Magiftrate  would  natu* 
rally  guard  his  own  prerogatives ;  the  Peers  would  watch  over 
their  privileges,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  would  devote  itfelf  in  an  efpecial  manner,  to  fecure 
the  well-being  of  tie  people.  The  Commons  ftiould  not  wait 
to  be  inftrudled  and  excited  by  their  conftituents  to  promote 
their  interefts,  but  they  Ihoold  fore-run  them  in  every  thing. 
If  there  was  danger,  it  ought  to  be  difcovered,  and  guarded 
Jgainft,  in  the  firft  inftance,  by  the  reprefentativc  body.    If 
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diforders  prevailed  in  the  Conftitution,  it  belonged  to  them  to 
apply  the  remedy ;  or  if  palliatives  were  ncceflary,  they  were 
the  raoft  proper  to  apply  them.  The  reform  of  Parliament 
Ihould  proceed  from  the  Parliament  itfelf,  if  a  reform  was  ne- 
ceffary.  He  declined  entering  into  the  qucftion  whether  that 
Houfe  required  any  amendment  in  the  ftate  of  its  reprefenta- 
tion^  if  he  were  called  upon  to  fpeak  his  fentiments,  he  Ihould 
not  hcfitate  to  fay  tha^  it  did  require  it,  but  it  was  of  the  ut- 
mofl  moment  to  confider  whether  this  was  the  fit  time  for  it. 
Many  things  might  be  proper  under  particular  circumftances 
which  would  be  highly  improper  in  a  different  (ituation. — 
This  was  a  feafon  of  war,  alarm  and  internal  difquietude, 
men's  paflions  were  inflamed,  and  the  beft  difpofed  were  not 
in  a  temper  to  agitate  great  changes.  He  did  not  allude  to  the 
affairs  of  France;  whatever  their  principles  were,  he  knew 
that  Engliftimen  loved  their  liberty,  and  adored  the  Conftitu* 
tion.  But  heats  and  animofities  had  lately  unfortunately  pre^ 
vailed  in  this  country  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  feared  this  was 
not  the  time  to  agitate  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  Executive  power  mud  have  a  control  fome- 
where,  and  that  Houfe  was  certainly  the  place  for  it.  But 
fooner  than  riik  the  dangers  of  innovations  at  impr(^er  (eafons, 
he  would  confent  for  a  time,  efpecially  under  a  mild  Govern- 
ment, to  have  his  liberties  fufpended.  Under  an  Aurelius,  or 
Henry  I V.  he  would  prefer  the  abridgement  of  his  freedom  to 
thofe  vi(Jences  that  are  ever  attendant  upon  revolutions. — 
Although  he  was  a  fteady  friend  to  the  Reform  of  Parliament, 
*  he  defired  it  to  be  underflood  that  he  was  fo  under  fome  modi- 
ficatidns.  He  entirely  differed  ^from  thofe  gentlemen  who 
wifhed  to  extend  the  eledive  franchife  to  all.  Amendments 
were  neceflary,  and  when  the  time  ihould  come  beft  adapted 
for  the  purpofe,  he  would  heartily  concur  with  the  Friends  of 
Liberty  in  promoting  them. 

Mr.  BUXTON  thought  it  his  duty,  upon  the  prefent  fub- 
jedl,  to  exprefs  his  fentiments,  and  not  to  confine  himfelf  to 
a  filent  vote  upon  the  occafion.  He  profefled  himfelf  to  have 
ever  been  the  friend  of  reform,  and  ihould  certainly,  if  the  cir- 
cumilances  of  the  time  were  in  his  mind  fuch  as  were  compa* 
tible  therewith,  give  it  his  fupport.  But  he  thought  the  pre- 
fcnt  period,  when  we  were  involved  in  war,  an  unfit  perioi) 
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for  entering  into  any  difcufiion  -whatever  upon  the  fubjed^r 
He  thought  it  a  point  of  too  great  nicety  to  be  tampered  with 
in  the  moment  of  uncertainty ;  it  fhould  be  only  entered  upon 
when  the  principles  of  the  people  were  more  fixed  and  fettled 
than  they  are  at  prefent.  With  regard  to  the  Ruffian  arma- 
ment^  which  had  been  at  various  times  alluded  to,  he  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  both  then  and  now,  that  it  was  a  proper 
and  politic  meafure,  though  the  people  exclaimed  againft  it ; 
and  if  the  Minifter  had  not  been  prevented  from  the  profecu- 
lion  of  his  plan,  we  (hould  not  now  have  feen  what  every  fin- 
cere  lover  of  liberty  muft  deplore,  the  downfall  of  the  liberties 
of  Poland,  and  the  partition  of  her  territory  between  ambitious 
powers.  At  prefent  the  people  at  large  were,  he  thought^  con- 
tent with  their  fituation  :  they  have  been  alarmed  by  the  im- 
portation of  French  principles,  which  tend  to  confufion, 
anarchy,  and  rebellion,  and  they  would  rather  fiibmit  to  fome 
inconveniences  than  prefs  the  propofed  reform  at  the  rifk  of  di- 
(hirbing  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  country ;  were  it  not 
fo,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  your  table  would  have  been 
covered  by  petitions  from  every  county  in  the  kingdom;  and 
when  thatfhould  take  place,  he  would  cheerfully  concur  with 
their  wifhes.  He  concluded  by  declaring  his  opinio^,  that 
the  prefent  was  an  unfit  time  for  inquiry*  and  upon  that  ground 
ifaould  oppofe  going  into  the  Cojipmittce. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  faid,  that,  upon  the  prefent  occafion» 
he  could  not  be  filent ;  that  he  ever  had  been,  and  ever  (hould 
lemain,  the  firm  friend  and  fupporter  of  a  rational  Reform  in 
Parliament;  he  had  twice  had  the  honour  of  feconding  motions 
made  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  upon  that  fub- 
jcA,  though  he  much  feared  at  the  prefent  time  he  (hould  dif- 
fent  from  the  opinion  he  held  ;  he  was  forry  to  differ  from  him, 
becaufe  there  was  |io  perfon  of  whom  he  entertained  a  higher 
opinion,  or  for  whom  he  had  a  more  fincere  regard,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  he  had  merited,  for  his  fupport  of  a  Parliamentary 
Reform,  the  higheft  praife — greater  praife,  jn  that  refpefi,  than 
the  right  ])onourable  gentleman  oppofite  him  (Mr.  Fox)  who 
had  ever  profefled  ^imfelf  the  friend  of  reform,  but  had  never 
brought  forward  any  fpecific  motion  for  that  purpofe«  With 
regard  to  the  objedions  which  hs^l  been  ftated  againft  reform, 
he  feemed  to  differ  widely  from  the  gentlemen  who  ftated  them ; 
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he  did  not  fee  the  prefent  period  in  that  alarming  point  of 
view  in  which  it  had  appeared  to  other  gentlemen — there  was 
nothing  which  he  could  fee  in  the  prefent  time  that  rendered 
it  unfit  for  the  difouffion  of  any  fubjeft  whatever.  The  other 
objeftion  which  had  been  urged,  feemed  to  him  equally  frivo- 
lous, the  difturbances  in  Franc^,  which  had  arifen  from  the 
innovations  made  in  the  form  of  their  Government  ^  dreadful 
indeed  would  thofe  calamities  be  to  this  country,  if  they  fliouW 
prevent  us  from  protefting  and  fupporting  our  liberties,  or 
from  entering  into  any  difcuflion  upon  the  reform  of  fucb 
abufes  as  may  have  infinuated  themfelves  into  our  Conftitution. 
It  had  been  predifled  by  an  eminent  ftatefman  and  politician, 
the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  that  the  abufes  of  Parliament  muft 
be  reformed  before  the  end  of  the  prefent  century ;  he  was 
much  inclined  to  believe  the  prediflion  ;  for  when  the  people 
raifed  their  voice,  they  muft  be  heard ;  he  was  well  affured, 
that  it  was  now  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  people,  that 
a  reform  in  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  was  become  necef- 
fary ;  he  wifted  Parliament  therefore,  to  make  a  merit  of 
granting  what  would  other  wife  be  forced  from  them.  He 
urged  the  great  benefits  arifing  from  well-timed  conceflions, 
and  the  evils  that  might  thereby  be  avoided :  by  a  well-timed 
conceffion  we  might  have  faved  America ;  for  if  in  the  firft 
commencement  of  our  difputes  with  that  country,  we  had  con- 
fented  to  have  given  up  one  half  of  what  we  were  afterwards 
compelled  to — we  might  have  faved  ourfelves  the  lofs  of  the 
colonies,  and  the  difgrace  of  fubmiffion.  Another  inftance  of 
the  benefits  that  might  arife  from  well-timed  conceflion,  and 
the  dangers  attending  the  withholding  what  is  proper  and  ne- 
ceffary,  he  adduced  from  the  difputes  between  the  unfortunate 
Charles  and  his  Parliament ;  he  contended,  that  if  Charles  had 
made  a  merit  of  granting  at  firft  what  he  was  compelled  atlaft 
to  furrerider,  he  would  have  prcferved  his  Crown,  and  avoided 
the  difmal  cataftrophe  which  followed.  If  he  were  allowed  to 
give  an  impartial  opinion  on  the  plan  propofed  by  the  honour* 
able  mover  of  the  prefent  queftion,  he  appeared  to  him  to  lean 
rather  too  much  to  the  principle  of  popular  reprefentation, 
which  he  difapproved  of ;  at  leaft  be  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  fay, 
Uiat  he  did  not  entirely  difapprove  of  the  plan  of  reform  laid 
down  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond ;  though  he  was  an  admirer 
^  2 
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of  rational  reform^  he  could  not  aflent  to  a  meafure  of  this 
kind.  An  honourable  Member,  (the  late  Henry  Flood)  had 
tome  years  ago  introduced  a  plan  of  reform,  which,  rn  moft 
rcfpeAs,  met  his  approbation ;  it'  was  very  different  from  the 
prefent  plan*  He  fliould,  however,  then  vote  with  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Grey)  who,  he  conceived,  was  not 
treated  with  fufficient  liberality  hy  fome  gentlemen.  Mr. 
Duncombe  alluded  to  the  aflertion  of  Mr.  Jenkinfon  on  the 
former  day,  relative  to  rotten  Jboroughs,  andfaid,  that  honour* 
able  gentleman  fpoke  as  if  Parliament  ought  not  to  be  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people.  The  aflfociations  of  laft  winter, 
while  they,  were  fo  ftrenuoufly  ft^porting  the  Conftitution, 
acknowledged  the  exiftence  of  abufes,  and  he  conceived  the 
pref«nt  as  fit  a  time  for  their  corredion  as  ^ny  other. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  felicitated  himfelf  upon  the  ad- 
vantage which  he  then  pofTefled  by  addrefling  himfelf  to  thofe 
who  had  been  elected  to  that  Houfe  by  perfons  of  the  defcrip* 
tion  that  he  hoped  would  ever  enjoy  the  right  of  fending  Mem* 
bers  to  Parliament.  If  the  prefent  meafure  ihould  be  adopted, 
he  had  little  hopes  of  a  patient  hearing  by  a  Houfe  that  fhould 
be  eleded  by  thofe  who  feemed  to  be  peculiarly  favoured  by  the 
petition  that  gave  rife  to  this  debate.  He  had  uniformly  main- 
tained one  opinion  fmce  he  began  his  political  career,  viz. 
that  the  country  had  too  much  of  a  commercial  turn,  and  that 
its  commerce  would  foon  become  more  than  a  match  to  iu 
virtues.  He  reje£led  the  cautious  manner  in  which  the  buli- 
nefs  was  treated  yefterday,  and  he  meant  to  fpeak  out  plainly 
and  fully.  The  petitioners  propofed  a  meafure  that  evidently 
tended  to  throw  weight  into  a  fcale  that  preponderated  too 
much  already.  Were  it  not  for  burgage  tenure  boroughs,  and 
others  that  were  bought — [Hear!  Hear!]  Sir  William  re- 
minded the  Houfe  that  he  had  declared  he  intended  to  fpeak 
out,  and  therefore  he  would  repeat>  that  boroughs  bought  and 
controled  by  men  of  property  formed  the  only  balance  to  the 
commercial  influence,  which  was  increafing  by  too  rapid 
ftrides,  and  which  ought  to  be  checked.  The  Conftitution  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  at  prefent  formed,  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  kingdom : 
alter  the  former,  and  the  latter  mufl  perifh.  He  denied  that 
true  reprefcntation  was  founded  either  upon  property  or  num- 
Vol.  XXXV.  3  H 
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bers  abftra£led1y  conftdered.  A  delegation  of  Members  to 
that  Houfe  ought  ever  to  be  of  gentlemen  anfwering  the  de- 
fcriJ)tion  of  thofc  whom  he  then  addreflfedy  perfons  having  one 
common  intereft  with  thofe  who  fent  them  there.  Sir  William 
Temple,  in  his  account  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  United 
Provinces,  ftaies,  that  there  is  more  property  in  Amftcrdam, 
and  more  numbers  in  the  Province  of  Holland,  than  all  the 
others  united,  and  yet  no  objeflions  have  ever  been  urged 
againft  the  reprefentation  of  the  whole ;  he  was  therefore  of 
opinion^  that  the  petitions  were  ill  founded,  and  that  no  alte- 
ration ought  ever  to  take  place. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  began  with  declaring,  that  he 
was  not  now  influenced  by  any  apprehenfion  of  danger;  though, 
the  diftance  of  three  months  back,  he  would  have  urged  the 
fuppofed  danger  againft  any  propofition  for  reform :  he  had 
been  then,  indeed,  a  good  deal  alarmed,  and,  as  he  now  be- 
lieved, uniieceflarily.  He  faid  he  had  been  a  friend  to  reform 
formerly,  when  that  caufe  had  been  taken  up  by  the  county  of 
York ;  and  he  would  be  glad,  either  now,  or  at  any  future 
time,  to  join  again  in  that  caufe,  if  taken  up  by  that  county, 
and  by  the  honourable  Member  for  the  county,  Mr.  Dun- 
combe.  He  fpoke  in  ftrong  terms  of  the  refpeSability  of  the 
petitioners,  and  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People ; 
but  faid  he  could  not  give  his  vote  at  this  time  in  favour  of  the 
motion.  He  could  not  do  fo  for  this  reafon,  that  he  conceived 
the  majority  of  the  voice  of  the  people  to  be  decidedly  againft 
it ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grey)  had  himfelf 
ftated,  that  laws  muft,  to  bind  all,  be  confented  to  by  all. 
He  did  not  believe  that  any  of  the  petitions  on  the  table  fpoke 
the  fenfe  of  the  people ;  he  was  fatisfied  that  any  idea  of  reform 
was,  at  the  "prefent  moment,  againft  the  fenfe  of  the  people  ^ 
and,  for  that  reafon,  he  muft  vote  againft  the  motion. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  but  congratu- 
late the  friends  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  the  country  in 
general,  on  the  aufpicious  opening  of  this  debate.  The  three 
gentlemen,  who  have  fpoken  firft  this  day,  Members  of  Parli- 
ament as  refpeSable  in  point  of  charafter  and  fituation  as  any 
who  fit  here,  and  totally  unconnefted  with  any  of  the  parties, 
by  whom  the  prefent  motion  is  fupportcd,  have  declared  them- 
fclves  ftrongly,  though  generally,  friends  to  the  meafure.    I 
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receive  the  declarations  they  have  fo  honourably  maJe^^as  a 
pledge  of  their  principles,  and  an  omen  of  fuccefs.     The  two 
firft  of  thefe  gentlemen  have  doubts  about  the  time.     They 
think  we  ought  to  wait  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity, 
when  they  (hall  be  ready  to  concur  with  us.     Undoubtedly  it 
is  for  them  to  judge,  at  what  period  they  will  ^St,    I  wiih  thetn 
only  to  recoUefl  that,   when  this  meafure  was  introduced  laft 
year  we  were  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  the  country  was 
allowed  to  be  in  flouriQiing  circumftances.   The  queftion,  put 
to  us  then,  was,  why  are  you  not  fatisfied  with  the  advantages 
you  enjoy  ?     Why   Ihould  you  wifh  to  change  or  improve, 
when  all  is  well,  and  when  apparently  the  people  are  content- 
ed?    That  argument  will  not  do  now;  but  the  enemies  of  re- 
form have  another  in  readinefs  to  ferve  their  prefent  turn.— • 
They  have  clothes  for  all  feafons.     Since  laft  year,  the  ftate  of 
the  kingdom  is  completely  reverfed.     We  are  involved  in  a  fo- 
reign war,  and  this  war  is  attended  already  with  uncommon 
domeftic  calamities;     Is  this  a  time  to  think  of  changes  in  the 
Conftitution  ?  for  fo  they  are  pleafed  to  call  every  meafure^  that 
propofes  to  corre£l  abufes,  by  reverting  to  principles.     Is  this 
a  time  to  dijiurb  or  agitate  the  minds  of  the  people y  or  to  weaken 
the  hands  of  Government?    Thefe  grofs  contradiftions  ought  to 
defeat  one  another.     It  is  not  fair  to  fufFer  fuch  hoftile  and  in- 
confiftent  arguments  to  a£l  in  concert,  as  they  do,  againft  one 
and  the  fame  meafure.     With  refpeft  to  times  and  feafons,  I 
(ball  only  fay  that,  to  minds,  unwilling  to  do  right,  all  times 
are  equally  inconvenient  and  improper*     To  him,  who  dif- 
likcs  the  voyage,  all  the  winds  of  Heaven  are   equally  unpro- 
pitious«     He  looks  for  nothing  but  pretences  to  avoid  it. — 
The  honourable   and  worthy  reprefentative  of  Yorkihire*, 
has   declared    himfelf    frankly,     and    without    qualification 
or  referve.     He   fays   he   is  a  friend  to  a   Reform  of  Par- 
liament now  and  at  all  times,  becaufe  it  is  now  as  neceflary 
and  as  fafe  as  it  can  be  at  any  other  period.    But,  if  the  war  be 
an  immediate  obje£t ion  to  the  attempt,  he  tru.is  that  objedlion 
will  not  laft  long,  that  it  will  not  be  permitted  to  fubfift  any 
longer  to  the  ruin  of  the  country.     He  confiders  the  war^  as^I 

•  Mr.  Duncombe. 
3H  a 
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dO)  as  in  itfelf  a  mifchief  enoimous.   But,  when  the  Authors  of 
it,  not^  contented  with  the  calamities  infeparable  from  war, 
make  it  a  pretence  for  objeding  to  the  only  meafiire  that  can 
jeftore  and  preferve  the  Conftttution,  the  only  one  that  can  pre^ 
Tent  fuch  ruinous  wars  in  future,  then  indeed  it  is  time  to  re- 
move this  pernicious  obtlacle  out  of  our  way,  and  put  an  end  to 
this  treacherous  objeftion.    The  honourable  Baronet^   who 
rpoke  laft,  aflures  us  that  our  ideas  of  corre£ling  abufes  are  vU 
fionary  and  impraAicable ;  that  they  are  inconflftent  with  that 
corrupted  ftate  of  manners  and  mocals,  which  riches  and  lux- 
ury  have  introduced  into  the  nation,,  that  the  country  is  too 
great  a  merchant  to  be  honcft,  that  we  are  too  commercial  for 
our  Virtues,  and  this  he  fays  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  in  the  prefenceof  the  reprefentatives  of  the  firft 
commercial  nation  in  the  world ;  and  this  he  fays,  while  his 
own  perfonal  independence  (lands  on  the  poflfeflion  of  a  fortune 
derived  from  the  very  fources  of  induftry  and  commerce.  \Jien 
Mr.  Francis  was  called  to  order  by  Sir  fFtlliam  ToungJ]     I  do 
afllire  the  honourable  Baronet,  I  had  no  thoughts  of  giving  him 
offence.     I  (hall  therefore  content  myfelf  with  obferving  gene- 
rally, what  I  am  convinced  is.  true,  that  commerce  in  itfelf, 
and  conduced  on  its  true  principles,  as  it  has  been  in  this 
country,   excepting  always  one  fpurtous  and  difhonourable 
branch  of  it,  has  no  tendency  to  corrupt  or  degrade  the  cha- 
ra^er  of  the  people  who  are  engaged  in  it ;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary^  by  making  them  apply  their  faculties  to  adive  occu-^ 
pations,  jt  keeps  them  out  of  vice,  and  that  in  proportion  as 
commerce  expands  her  operations,  their  real  tendency  is  to 
enlarge,  to  enlighten,  and  to  improve  the  mind.     But,  if  the 
fa(^  were  otherwife,  what  conclufion  would  he  draw  from  it  i 
Would  he  have  us  abandon  the  rcfources  of  our  trade  ?  Would 
he  rifk  the  lofs  or  diminution  of  thofe  revenues,  which  alone 
can  fupport  the  prefent  war,  in  order  to  mend  our  morals  f 
It  may  poflibly  be  true,  as  he  fays,  that  we  are  too  commer- 
cial for  our  virtues;   but  I  am  afraid  that  our  prefent .fituation 
calls  for  every  contribution,  with  which  commerce  can  fupply 
us,  and  that  neither  the  virtues  nor  the  refources  of  the  landed 
intereft  will  be  fufEcient  to  enable  us  to  encounter  the  ex- 
pences,  the  debts«  and  the  dtftreifes,  which  the  prefent  perni- 
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cious  war  is  likely  to  bring  along  with  it*  But  thefe  incidental 
lefleAions  have  carried  me  t^o  far  from  the  queftion  before  us. 
It  is  time  I  Ihould  return  to  the  purpofe,  for  which  I  rofe. 

Sir,   I  voted  againft  the  adjourhmeitf  laft  nighty  for  other 
leafons^  but  principally  becaufe  I  was  defirous  of  adverting  to 
fome  paiTages  in  a  very  ingenious  fpeech  made  by  a  right  ho* 
nourable  friend  of  mine*,  while  they   were  frefli   in  my 
memory.      However,   as  this  is  a  continued  debate,   I  be- 
lieve I  Ihall  be  ftri£tly  in  order,  in  referring  to  what  he 
faid,  as  far  as  my  memory  will  ferve  me.     I  know  myfelf 
and  him  too  well,  to  think  of  entering  into  a  competition  of 
any  kind  with  my  right  honourable  friend.    Between  hiin  and 
me,  a  hoftile  contell,  I  am  fure,  can  never  happen.     My  in- 
tention is,  not  to  provoke  an  unfriendly  difference,  but  to  fo- 
licit  an  amicable  difcudion,  fuch  as  thofe  with  which  he  has 
often  favoured  me,  on  other  fubje£b,  and  in  happie^r  times. 
If  I  ihould  appear  to  queftion  his  judgement,  to  combat  his 
opinions^  or,  in  this  fmgle  inftance,  andonthisoccafiononly^ 
to  undervalue  his  eloquence,  no  man,  I  truft^  will  fufped  me 
of  the  folly  of  pretending  to  an  equality  with  him.    The  rank 
and  qualifications  of  men  fhould  be  meafured  by  their  preten* 
fions.    To  imagination  or  eloquence,  I  have  none.    But  I 
will  not  defcend  fo  low  as  to  profefs  that  I  have  no  judgement, 
no  judicial  faculty  whatever  to  examine  or  pronounce  upon 
the  genius  and  eloquence  of  others.   It  would  be  a  poor  aflfeda- 
tion  to  ftultify  myfelf  for  the  fake  of  a  comparifon  in  favour  of 
any  man. 

I  cannot  follow  my  right  honourable  friend  in  the  endlefs  ex- 
curfions  of  his  rapid  imagination.  Sometimes  he  foars  fo  high 
into  the  regions  of  the  air,  that  it  would  require  the  eye  and 
the  wing  of  an  eagle  to  purfue  hiai>  Then  down  he  drops, 
with  equal  rapidity,  from  Heaven  to  earth,  to  the  depths  of  the 
fea,  and  to  the  waters  under  the  earth.  I  cannot  fly,  nor 
fwim,  nor  dive  as  he  does.  But  if,  for  a  moment,  he  will  con« 
defcend  to  reftrain  the  preternatural  adivity  of  his  mind,  or 
refcrve  it  for  occafions,  in  which  fancy  ought  properly  to  pre- 
dominate over  reafon, — if  he  will  defcend  from  thefe  altitudes, 
and  meet  us  on  plain  level  ground,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcufling 
♦ 

*  Mr.  Windham. 
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a  plain  terreftrial  queftion,  not  of  abftraft.  fpeculation,  not  of 
theories  untried,  but  of  praflical  prudence  ;  then.  Sir,  be 
fhall  find  me  as  ready  to  be  guided  by  his  wifdom,  as  ever  I 
have  been  to  liften  to  his  eloquence.  On  this  fubje£t,  of  all 
others^  he  is  moft  ftridlly  bound  by  his  duties  to  fatisfy  my 
underftanding.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  in  my  judgement,  he 
has  not  filled  up  the  dimenfions  of  his  mind.  He  has  been  elo- 
quent and  brilliant  ;  but  as  to  the  purpofe,  and  bufmels,  and 
duty  of  the  debate,  he  has  totally  failed.  On  this  head,  I  have 
many  complaints  to  make  of  hiifi ;  but  he  may  be  fure  that  I 
fhall  never  appeal  againft  him  to  any  man  but  himfelf.  In  the 
firft  place^  then,  I  accufeiny  right  honourable  friend,  in  his 
own  Court,  of  bad  tafte  in  the  compofition  of  fome  of  his  late 
fpeeches,  particularly  the  lad.  Let  the  occafion,  the  fubjed, 
the  argument,  be  what  it  may,  he  has  but  one  way  of  treating 
it.  War  and  peace,  the  repair  of  a  turnpike,  the  better 
government  of  nations,  the  diredion  of  a  canal,  and  the  fecu- 
lity  of  the  conftitution,  are  all  alike  in  his  contemplation.  The 
French  revolution  is  an  anfwer  to  every  thing  ;  the  French  re- 
volution is  his  everlading  theme,  the  univer(al  remedy,  the 
.  grand  fpecific,  the  never-failing  panacea,  the  perpetual  burden 
of  his  fong  ;  ^nd  with  this  he  treats  us  from  day  to  day ;  a  cold, 
flat,  infipid  hafh  of  the  fame  difli,  perpetually  ferved  up  to  us 
in  different  (hapes,  till  at  laft,  with  all  his  cookery,  the  tafte 
revolts,  the  palate  fickens  at  it.  Has  he  no  choice  of  topics  I 
Has  he  loft  the  fertility  of  his  mind  ?  Arc  the  fources  of  his 
imagination  dried  up  or  exhaufted  ?  Has  he  no  way  of  oppoOng 
a  reform  of  corruptions  and  abufes  in  our  own  fyftem,  but  by 
telling  us  inceifantly  what  mifchiefs  have  been  done  by  mad* 
men  in  another  country,  adling  in  circumftances  totally  dif- 
ferently from  ours  !  ^Has  he  no  other  way  to.  convince  and  fa- 
tisfy fober  Englifhmen,  debating  on  a  great  and  ferious  inte- 
reft  of  their  own,  but  by  warning  them  againft  the  folly  and 
wickednefs  of  the  French !  Let  me  intreat  my  right  honourable 
friend,  if  his-wit  and  wiClom  be  fairly  worn  out  in  the  fervicc, 
to  confole  us  at  leaft  with  a  little  variety.  I  know  he  is  a  privi- 
leged perfon.  I  know  with  what  favour  he  is  heard  at  prefeat« 
Yet,  after  all,  it  is  not  generous  in  him  to  perfecute,  as  he 
does,  fo  patient  an  audience.  But  thefe  are  trifles,  I  have  a 
heavier  charge  againft  my  right  honourable  friend,  of  which  he 


A.  1793.  DEBATES.  ^^y 

himfelf  fliall  be  the  judge ;  for  the'  confidence  I  repore  iii  his 
honour  and  in  his  virtue  is  unbounded.     I  accufe  him  of  fup- 
preflion  ofevidence  in  the  very  ftatement  of  his  own  favourite 
argument,  of  palpable  partiality  and  injuftice  to  us,    to  the 
French,  and  to  himfelf.     The  eminence  of  his  mind  ought  to 
give  him  a  commanding  view  of  every  part  of  every  fubjeS,  to 
whiQh  he  applies  it.     If  the  French  revolution  be  his  theme,  I 
expe£t  it  from  his  perfonal  honour,  I  demand  it  from  his  juf- 
tice,  that  he  will  bring  the  whole  of  the  queftion  impartially 
before  us.     I  cannot  fuifer  him  to  confine  the  comprehenfive 
powers  of  his  fuperior  underftanding  to  narrow  imperfeft  views 
of  fo  great  a  fubjeft  of  meditation  and  inftruftion.     I  deny 
that  there  is  any  fair,  any  rational  conclufion  to  be  drawn  from 
the  circumflances  of  the  French  revolutioh  to  the  fituation  of 
this  country..    The  people  of  England  neither  want  the  warn- 
ing nor  the  leflbn.     But  let  him  ftate  it  fo,  if  he  pleafes.  Give 
us  the  example,  but  give  it  to  us  entire.     Is  it  fair,  is  it;  ho- 
ncft,  is  it  truly  inftrudlive,  to  infill  upon  the  mifchiefs,  which 
the  French  revolution  has  produced,  and  to  keep  out  of  our 
fight  the  original  enormous  mifchief,  which  produced  the  re- 
volution ?  What  ufe,  what  benefit,  what  leflbn,  am  I  to  de- 
rive from  a  baYe  knowledge  of  the  efFedl,  if  the  caufe  of  that 
cffed  be  carefully  concealed  from  me  ?  Let  him  bring  the  cafe 
completely  before  us,  and  then  I  fliall  leave  him  at  liberty  to 
load  whatever  part  of  it  he  may  think  the  moft  odious  in  the 
inftance,  or  moft  dangerous  in  the  example.     He  cannot  paint 
to  me  the  horrible  crimes  and  calamities  with  which  the  French 
revolution  has  been  attended,  without  carrying  back  my  mind 
to  the  fource  and  origin  of  thofe  evils — to  that  infernal  defpot- 
ifm,  under  whofe  rod  a  mild  and  generous  people  have  been 
perverted  into  a  nation  of  favages.     Such  was  the  fchool,  the 
mafter,  and  the  education.     What  fcholars  did  he  expeft  from 
it  ?  If  he  ftates  the  premifes  fairly,  and  argues  regularly  from 
them,  I  care  not  to  what  length  he  carries  the  deduftion  ;  his 
conclufion  muft  be  mine.     The  fruit  has  been  bitter  indeed, 
and  blafted  be  the  tree  that  produced  it !     Thefe  are  the  grand 
comprehenfive  leflbns,  which  I  expeded  from  the  genius  and 
wifdom  of  my  right  honourable  friend.     In  me,  it  is  no  flat- 
tery, no  compliment  to  acknowledge  the  intelledtual  fuperio- 
rity  of  his  mind.  He  knows  how  little  I  value  thcfe  advantagea 
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in  themfelves*  -  Tbe  abilities  of  eminent  men  are  theif 
pons,  not  their  merits :  let  us  fee  what  ufe  they  make  of  them. 
How  has  it  happened,  how  was  it  poffible,  that  of  all  the  im- 
portant refledioos,  fugg^fted  by  the  events  which  have  hap« 
pened  in  France,  the  only  one  really  applicable  to  the  inftnic* 
tion  of  thofe  whom  it  concerns  in  this  country,  ihould  have 
efcaped  him !  I  mean  to  (late  it  io  the  form  of  a  fuppofitiua 
only,  and  leave  the  inference  to  be  drawn  and  applied  by  cvecy 
man  to  his  own  ufe. 

We  have  feen  the  confequence  in  France  of  driving  a  fub- 
mifllive  people  to  the  violent  application  of  extreme  remedies  to 
extreme  diforders.  Let  me  a(k  my  right  honourable  friend, 
or  any  man,  who  knows  what  the  internal  ftate  of  France  was 
for  a  few  years  before  the  late  convulfions,  whether  if,  at  any 
earlier  period,  fuppofe  for  example  at  the  acceflion  of  Louis 
the  Sixteenth,  there  had  been  wifdom  and  virtue  enough  in  the 
condituted  powers  and  orders  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  Minifters 
of  the  executive  power,  in  the  nobility,  in  the  clergy,  in  die 
Parliaments,  to  have  granted  fome  reafonable,  though  mode- 
rate relief  to  the  people,  to  have  correded  Tome  of  the  mod 
intolerable  abufes  in  the  Government,  to  have  Surrendered 
fome  part  of  their  own  invidious,  oppreffive,  and  very  often 
ufelefs  privileges  with  a  good  grace — whether,  in  that  cafe,  he 
does  not  think  it  probable  that  the  ruin,  which  their  obftiiutc 
adherence  to  the  eftablilhed  fyftem  has  brought  on  themfelvcs, 
and  on  their  country,  would  have  been  prevented  i  For  myfidf 
I  can  affirm,  that  it  is  not  poflible  for  the  human  mind  to  fed» 
on  fuch  a  fubjed,  a  conviAion  more  decided  and  complete 
than  I  do,  that,  if  the  prudent  conceflions  I  allude  to,  had  been 
made  in  time,  the  monarchy  of  France  at  this  hour  would  have 
flood  untouched,  and  that  the  hierarchy,  the  nobility,  and  the 
Iaw>  inftead  of  being  cruihed  and  demoli(hed  as  they  have  been, 
would  have  remained'  in  their  places  unmoved,  with  no  mate* 
rial  diminution  cither  of  profit  or  fplendor,  and  certainly  with 
greater  fecurity  than  ever.  They  yielded  at  lad,  but  at  laft  it 
was  too  late.  Upon  us,  I  hope,  the  example  of  their  condud 
and  its  confequences  will  not  be  thrown  away. 

I  have  impeached  the  tade  and  juftice  of  my  right  honouiw 
able  friend.  But  I  ba\'e  another  appeal  to  make  to  his  per^ 
fonal  fpirit,  which  I  know  to  be  as  high  as  belongs  to  any  man. 
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Let  me  intrcat  him  to  confidcr,  whether  it  be  confident  with 
his  charafter,  to  exhibit  fo  much  courage,  where  there  is  fo 
little  provocation  or  occafion  for  it.  On  the  crimes  committed 
ia  France  it  is  an  eafy  matter  to  enlarge :  but  to  what  purpofe  ?^ 
Who  is  there  in  this  Houfe  to  be  convinced  or  converted  on 
that  fijbjeft  ?  He  may  flourifli  his  fword  in  perfeA  fafety  oh 
this  ground,  as  all  men  may  do,  who  have  nobody  to  contend 
with.  Certainly  he  will  meet  with  no  oppofition,  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  mod  hearty  concurrence  in  me  and  every  perfon 
with  whom  I  have  the  honour  of  adling  in  this  place.  With 
all  his  imagination  I  defy  him  to  conceive,  with  all  his  elo- 
quence I  defy  him  to  exprefs,  a  deeper  fenfation  of  difguft  and 
deteflation,  than  all  of  us  have  felt  at  the  abominable  fcenes 
which  have  lately  been  exhibited  at  Paris. 

My  right  honourable  friend  muft  now  permit  me  to  lay  an- 
other inftance  of  injuftice  to  his  charge — extraordinary  indeed 
in  its  nature,  though  not  very  important  in  itseiFe<%  ;  and  this 
fliall  be  the  laft.  The  Houfe  have  heard  him,  with  every 
pleafure  that  belongs  to  aftonifhment,  while  he  ranged  over 
tke  whole  circuit  of  human  fcience,  and  glided  through  every 
region  of  the  moral  as  well  as  the  intelleftual  world ;  through 
ethics,  mechanics,  pneumatics,  hydraulics,  geography,  ma- 
thematics, aftronomy,  and  logic  ;  through  all  the  polite  arts, 
offwiiilming,  flying,  burning,  (kaiting,  diving;  the  learning 
of  his  library,  and  the  meditations  of  his  clofet.  On  one  fub- 
je£l  alone  he  has  ftudioufly  maintained  a  moft  delicate  rcferve. 
The  unfortunate  motion  on  your  table,  as  far  as  I  am*  able  to 
rccoUeii,  has  never  been  bleft  with  a  fingle  moment  of  his  at- 
tention. On  the  aftual  fubjeft  of  the  debate,  you  may  find 
him  every  where  but  at  home.  One  would  have  thought.  Sir, 
that  the  power  of  invention  could  hav?  added  nothing  to  thf 
curiofity  of  this  proceeding.  Other  men,  perhaps,  with  in- 
duftry  and  refolution,  might  have  ftated  the  premifes,  and  ap- 
plied them  to  the  queftion  as  accurately  as  he  has  done.  But 
it  was  referved  for  the  genius  of  my  honourable  friend  to  dif- 
cover  a  conncftion  between  thofe  premifes,  and  the  conclufion 
hchasdrawn  from  them.  After  giving  thjB  Houfe  a  fpccimcn 
of  his  (kill  in  every  department  of  abftradl  fcience,  of  the  depth 
of  his  theories  and  the  extent  of  his  fpeculations,  without  bc- 
ftowing  a  fingle  glancion  the  fimplc  queftion,  whether  we  Ihall 
Vol.  XXXV.  3  I 
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or  fhaU  not  appoint  a  Committee  to  confider  the  petition,  my 
honourable  friend  turns  fhort  upon  us,  and  fays,  lookyouygenfU- 
metif  I  am  a  plain  pra^iical  man,  I  take  things  as  they  are. 
My  opinions  are  founded  on  experience.  It  is  jouy  philojophers, 
you  theorijisy  you  metaphycians^  who  have  done  all  the  mifchitf, 
and  would  do  much  morey  if  you  tvere  not  counter aBed  by  Jimple^ 
Jolidy  experimental  underJiandingSy  fuch  as  mine !  I  believe. 
Sir,  I  inay  venture  to  fay,  that  a  more  noble  inftance,  than 
this,  of  bold  and  vigorous  incongruity,  a  more  intrepid  difpa- 
rate  J  as  I  think  the  Spaniards  call  it,  is  not  to  be  found  in  mo- 
dern or  ancient  eloquence. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate  fome  remarks  have  been  made 
on  the  petition  on  your  table,  and  fome  invidious  inquiries 
about  the  perfons,  who  have  figned  it.  Allow  me  to  anfwer 
them  by  ftating  the  faft.  Undoubtedly,  Sir,  if  they,  who 
have  prepared  this  petition,  had  thought  that  the  authority  of 
numbers  would  be  ufeful  to  ftrengthen  the  remonftranccs  it 
contains,  or  to  inforce  the  prayer  of  it,  they  mjghteafily  have 
contrived  to  get  it  figned  by  many  thoufands.  But,  if  they  had 
done  fo,  what  wo;Lild  have  been  the  confequence  ?  We  (hould 
immediately  have  been  told,  and  I  think  with  reafon,  You  have 
brought  us  a  longy  labouredy  intricate  reprefentaiiony  figned  by  muU 
titudesy  who  could  not  pojjibly  have  read  it,  or  known  what  they 
werejigning.  Fore  feeing  this  refledlion,  we  have  taken  a  wifer 
courfe.  The  petition  is  figned  by  a  few ;  but  by  no  man,  who 
has  not  read  it,  who  does  not  underftand  the  contents,  and  is 
not  convinced  of  the  truth  of  it.  The  quality  of  the  petitioners 
too,  I  prefume,  will  be  thought  to  entitle  them  to  attention. 
It  is  njt  that  I  regard  thcfe  faftitlous  diminutions  myfejf ;  but 
they,  vv'ho  do,  may  be  afTured  that  the- majority  of  the  petitioners 
I  know,  and  all  of  them,  I  believe,  are  gentlemen  who,  in 
point  of  rank  and  fortune,  are  on  a  level  with  the  generality  of 
this  Houfe,  and  that,  if  I  had  not  been  precluded  by  my  fitua- 
tion  in  Parliament,  I  ihould  have  been  proud  ©f  figning  it  my- 
felf,  and  even  have  claimed  it  as  the  pofl:  of  honour  to  have 
taken  my  ftation  among  the  foremoft  jn  the  lift.  I  have  no 
earthly  perfonal  intereft  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafure.  On  the 
contrary,  the  agitation  of  this  queftion  has  been  to  me  the 
fourcc  of  infinite  perfonal  uneafmefs ;  of  coldnefs,  diftance, 
and  feparation  in  private  life,  where  once  the  warmcft  friend-. 
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(hip  and  afieAion  have  fubfifted ;  but  my  heart  and  mind  go 
with  the  meafure,  and,  while  there  is  hope,  I  never  {hall  aban* 
don  it. 

An  honourable  gentleman  *,  I  think,  obferved  laft  night, 
that,  in  fad,  there  was  no  occafion  for  fo  general  a  remedy  as 
that  which  the  petition  aimed  at.  He  did  not  deny  that  cor- 
ruption exifted  in  the  eledion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but 
in  part,  he  defended  the  pradice  as  a  thing  tolerable  in  itfelf, 
and  for  the  reft,  he  aflured  us,  that  the  worft  part  of  the  abufes 
in  queftion  were  gradually  decreafmg;  that,  as  the  inftances 
occurred,  they  would  be  fucceflively  corredled,  and  that,  let 
the  evil  be  wh^t  it  would,  this  Was  the  heft  way  of  removing 
it.  That  honourable  gentleman  will  pardon  me,  if,  with 
longer  experience  and  obfervation  of  the  fubjeft,  I  differ  from 
him  about  the  fad.  I  affirm,  with  certain  knowledge,  that 
corruption  has  been  for  many  years,  and  is  in  a  ftate  of  pro- 
greflion  ;  that  is,  from  the  Revolution  to  this  hour.  How  K 
(lands  now,  I  need  not  attempt  to  explain  ;  for  I  am  in  the 
company  of  thofe,  who  underftand  the  fubjed  as  well  as  I  do. 
But  I  beg  leave  to  ftate  to  the  honourable  gentleman  what  the 
lituation  of  parliamentary  bribery  and  corruption  was  in  this 
country  about  twenty  years  ago.  The  inftance  is  curious  and 
.the  authority  unqueftionable.  I  take  it  from  a  letter  written 
by  the  late  Earl  of  Chefterfield  to  his  fon,  never  iMtended  to  be 
made  public,  and  unconneded  with  party  views  of  any  kind, 
even  thofe  of  the  time  he  lived  in. 

ExtraSf  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Chejierfield  to  his  forty  dated 
December  the  igth,  1767. 

**  Since  that  I  have  heard  no  more  of  it,  which  made  me 
look  out  for  fome  venal  borough ;  and  I  fpoke  to  a  borough 
jobber,  and  offered  five-and-twenty  hundred  pounds  for  a  fe- 
cure  feat  in  Parliament ;  but  he  laughed  at  my  offer,  and  faid 
that  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  a  borough  to  be  had  now  ;  for 
the  rich  Eaft  and  Weft  Indians  had  fecured  them  all,  at  the 
rate  of  three  thoufand  pounds  at  leaft  ;  but  many  at  four  thou- 
fand  ;  and  two  or  three  that  he  knew,  at  five  thoufand." 

Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  the  times  are  mended.  Sir,  for 
myfelf  I  can  only  proteft,  that  I  have  fome  reafon  to  think 

*  Mr.  Jenkinfon. 

3I  a     ^ 
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otherwife.  So  far  from  any  fall  having  taken  place  in  theprice 
of  boroughs^  I  believe  it  never  vras  higher  than  it  has  been 
lately^  and  that  the  mod  unfair  advantages  have  been  taken,  by 
dealers  and  chapmen,  of  cuftomers  in  particular  fituations. — 
I  have  heard  of  2t  worthy  gentleman  who,  after  having  made 
his  bargain  for  five  thoufand  pounds,  without  being  known  to 
the  other  party,  was  charged  fix  thoufand  as  foon  as  his  name 
was  difcovered,  and  merely  becaufe  the  proprietor  of  the  com* 
modity  would  not  take  lefs  from  ait  honeft  gentleman,  -who 
had  exifted  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  You  will  allow,  Sir,  that 
the  worthy  perfon  I  allude  to  was  hardly  treated  in  that  affair. 
<^-I  give  you  this  inftance,  out  of  many,  as  a  proof  of  the  ae- 
tual  ftate  of  the  abufe.  You  fee,  by  Lord  Chefterfidd's  tetter, 
how  the  cafe  flood  twenty  years  ago.  Do  you  ferioully  believe 
that  the  purity  of  borough  mongers,  and  the  morals  of  the 
.  eleflors  of  Great  Britain,  are  mended  fince  that  time?  that  the 
commodity  is  not  fo  fcarce,  or  the  demand  for  it  not  fo  confi* 
derable  as  it  has  been  heretofore  ?  On  that  point,  I  can  give 
you  nothing  but  my  own  opinion  and  convidion,  and  I  ffaali 
give  it  to  you  now,  in  the  folemn  adopted  language  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  corruption  has  increajedy  is  increajing^  and  ought  i» 
hi  diminijbed. 

The  Earl  of  MORNINGTON  faid,  that  his  objeftioM 
applied  to  the  whole  fpirit  and  fubflance  of  the  meafure  which 
was  the  fubje£l  of  this  debate  ;  but  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
complain  of  the  particular  form  in  which  it  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  Houfe.  Every  propofition  containing  a  fpe- 
cific  plan  for  altering  the  frame  of  Parliament,  muft  involve 
many  intricate  qucflions  of  detail,  and  muft  lead  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  a  variety  of  complicated  and  minute  provifions.— - 
The  difcuflion  of  fuch  a  detail  had  been  fometimes  fuppofed  to 
offer  the  mod  advantageous  ground  of  oppofition,  which  could 
be  defired  by  thofe  who  were  determined  to  refift  the  introduc- 
tion of  all  new  projeds  of  reprefentation,  and  to  maintain  the 
conftitution  of  Parliament  on  its  old  foundations. 

For  his  part,  he  defired  no  fuch  advantage  in  fhis  arg^-  ' 
ment :  he  rej.oiced»  that  on  this  bccafion  no  fpecific  plan  had 
been  propofed,  which,  either  by  thenumber  and  variety  of  its 
defefts,  or  by- the  plauCble  appearance  of  fome  fubordinate 
parts,  might  divert  the  attention  of  the  Houfc  from  that  great. 
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leading,  and  preliminary  quedion,  on  which  he  was  anxious^ 
ijd  the  firft  inftance,  to  fix  the  minds  of  thofe  who  heard  him, 
**   Is  it  neceflary  for  the  public  good  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  cxifting  frame  of  Parliament  ?"    The  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Grey)  had  held  an  open  and  a  bold  language,  and 
his  candour  in  that  refpe£t  deferved  acknowledgement :  he  had 
plainly  avowed,  that  if  a  Committee  (hould  be  granted,  and 
if  adequate  remedies  fhould  be  applied  to  the  grievances  al- 
ledged  in  the  petition,  the  event  mud  be  ''  a  change  in  the  Go* 
▼crnment  of  the  country."    By  a  change  in  the  Government, 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  not  intend  merely  a  change  in 
the  Adminiflration :    he  was,  undoubtedly,  incapable  of  pro- 
pofing  to  the  Nation,  to  alter  the  whole  order  of  the  reprefen- 
tation  in  Parliament,  for  a  purpofe  fo  unworthy  a§  that  of 
transferring  power  from  the  hands  of  any  party  to  thofc  of  an- 
other ;  he  could  not  intend  to  purfuc,  by  fuch  means,  an  end 
comparatively  fo  trivial. 

His  purpofe,  therefore,  is  fomething  of  a  more  ferious 
and  durable  nature  ;  it  is  to  change,  not  the  Adminiflration 
only,  but  the  very  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  Go- 
Temment ;  to  feparate  thofe  elementary  principles  of  mo- 
narchy, of  ariftocracy,  and  of  democracy,  which  are  now 
mixed  and  blended  in  the  frame  of  this  Houfe,  and  by  combin-^ 
ing  them  again,  according  to  fome  new  and  different  rule  of 
proportion,  to  create  a  fyftem,.  of  which  we  at  prefent  know 
nothing  more,  than  that  it  is  to  be  new  in  its  texture,  and 
wholly  different  in  its  effedl  from  the  exifting  order  of  our 
happy  conditution.  A  proje£l  fo  ftated,  and  of  fuch  extent, 
has  not  been  agitated  in  Parliament  during  the  prefent  century  ; 
and  it  is  a  duty  which  we  all  owe  to  tht  prefent  and  to  fucceed- 
ing  times,  to  paufe,  and  to  deliberate  with  the  utmoft  caution, 
before  wc  confent  even  to  take  the  firft  ftep  towards  a  meafure 
of  fuch  powerful  effed,  and  of  fuch  lafting  confcquences.  Be- 
fore we  part  with  thofe  foundations  on  which  the  Government 
has  been  fo  long  fettled,  it  becomes  us  to  recolleft'what  that 
is  which  we  are  about  to  deftroy,  and  to  afcertain,  as  far  as 
human  forefight  can  enable  us,  what  is  likely  to  be  fubftituted 
in  its  place. 

Lord  Momington  faid  he  would  ftate,  as  diftinSly  as  he 
could,  the  fcveral  queftions  which  occurred  to  his  mind  as  ne- 
«cl!kry  to  be  caxefiiilv  examined  in  the  earlieft  fta^  of  this  de« 
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liberation.  Inthe'firft  pUce,  we  ought  to  exaitaine  what  is  the 
nature,  extent,  and  value  of  the  praAical  benefits  which  the 
people  a£lually  enjoy  under  the  prefent  frame  of  Parliament  r 
and  whether  they  are  fo  evidently  unconneftcd  with  the  prefent 
frame  of  Parliament,  that  an  alteration  of  it  could  not  poflibly 
endanger  their  continuance  ?  In  the  next  place,  what  is  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  pradlical  grievances  now  alledged  ? — 
whether  they  can  reafonably  be  imputed  to  any  defcd  in  the 
frame  of  Parliament — and  if  they  can,  whether  they  are  of  fuch 
weight  and  importance,  as  to  overbalance  the  benefits  aftuallj 
enjoyed  by  the  people  ?  And  laftly,  is  there  a  reafonable  profpeA 
V  that  fuch  a  Government  is  likely  to  be  fubilituted  in  the  place 
of  the  prefent,  as  fhall  better  fecure  the  benefits  a£lually  en- 
joyed by  the  people,  or  afford  a  more  certain  and  efFe£lual  pro- 
tcftion  againft  the  grievances  of  which  the  petitions  com- 
plain ? 

In  confidering  the  firft  queftion,  no  argument  is  neceiTary  to 
perfuade  the  Houfe  of  the  real  exiftence  of  thofe  eminent  and 
fubflantial  advantages  which,  for  more  than  a  century,  have 
been  univerfally  felt,  acknowledged,  and  underilood,  in  this 
happy  and  flourifliing  nation.  To  enumerate  them  will  be 
fufficicnt ;  and  no  man  can  hear  them  named  without  feeling 
a  due  fenfe  of  their  value. 

We  know,  that  in  many  other  countries  a  large  (hare  of  po- 
litical power  has  been  diredtly  exercifed  by  the  people*  The 
form  of  all  fuch  Governments  is,  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  word,  free ;  but  the  praftical  refult  has  often  been  the  moft 
odious  and  intolerable  .tyranny  ;  and  never,  under  any  diftxi- 
bution  of  political  power,  of  which  the  memory  has  reached 
us,  or  of  which  we  now  fee  the  operation,  have  the  true  ends 
of  fociety  been  fo  effeftually  accompliflied,  or  fo  longpreferved, 
as  under  that  Government,  which  it  is  the  profeffed  defign  of 
this  motion  to  change.  Under  that  Government,  the  life  of 
every  individual  is  fecured  by  the  mild  and  equal  fpirit  of  the 
law  ;  by  the  pure  adminiftration  of  jufticc  ;  by  the  admirable 
inftitution  of  juries  ;  and  by  the  gi'acious  and  equitable  exercife 
of  that  prerogative,  which  is  the  brighteft  ornament  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Crown,  the  power  of  mitigating  the  rigour  of  criminal 
judgements,  and  of  caufing  law  and  juftice  to  be  executed  in 
mercy.  Under  that  Government,  the  liberty  of  the  fubjcft  is 
cftabliihed  on  the  lame  foundations,  and  proteiled  by  the  fame 
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fafeguards>  which  maintain  the  whole  fyftem  of  order  in  the 
State  ;  it  is  a  temperate  and  rational  liberty,  infeparably  con- 
Tie3ed  with  all  the  moft  facred  duties  of  fociety,  and  while  it 
adds  new  force  to  every  civil,  every  moral,  and  every  religious 
obligation,  it  derives  from  them  its  moft  powerful  aftivity  and 
its  inoft  fubftantial  ftrength.     Refting  on  fuch  foundations,  and 
united  with  all  the  virtues,  and  with  all  the  genuine  interefts, 
both  of  the  Monarch  and  of  the  People,  it  has  long  remained 
inviolate";  and  it  feems  to  contain  every  principle  of  ftabilily, 
•which  can  enter  into  the  frame  of  any  human  inftitution  ;  for 
it  can  neither  be  abufed.by  the  fubjeft,  nor  invaded  by  the 
Crown,  without  equal  hazard  to  the  fafcty  of  both  ;  without 
endangering  fome  fundamental  principle  of  private  tranquillity 
and  domcftic  comfort  on  the  one  hand,  or  without  difturbing 
the  harmony  and  impairing  the  vigour  of  the  Monarchy  on  the 
other.     L  >id  Mornington  next  fpoke  of  the  right  of  property, 
a  right  which,  hefaid,  was  rendered  facred  by  the  whole  tenoir 
of  our  laws,  and  was  the  bafis  of  the  conftitution  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  advantages  which  every  fubjeft  of 
the  realm  now  enjoys — the  fafety  of  his  life,  of  his  liberty,  and 
of  his  property  ;  and  furely  thefe  advantages  will  not  be  more 
lightly  eftccmed  by  a  wife  people,  becaufe  they  are  become  ha- 
bitual by  lon^;  and  uninterrupted  pofleflion.  They  are,  in  faft, 
the  true  firirces  of  the  fecurity,  of  the  repofe,  and  of  the  af- 
fluence of  private  life  ;  and  therefore  they  may  juftly  be  deemed 
the  efficient  and  immediate  caufes  of  all  real  happinefs  in  fo- 
ciety. Thefe  advantages  are  confirmed  by  a  peculiar  excellence 
in  the  practical  efFe6l  of  the  prefent  ftrufture  of  Parliament. 
Whatever  might  be  contended  to  be  the  defeSive  ftate  of  the 
reprefentation  in  theory,  it  is  an  undeniable  faft,  proved  by 
daily,  and  almoft  by  hourly  experience,  that  there  is  no  inte- 
reft  in  the  kingdom,  however  inconfiderable,  which  does  not 
find  fome  advocate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  recommend  it 
to  the  attention  of  the  Legiflature.  From  the  fame  fources  are 
neceflarily  derived  the  wealth,  the  power,  and  the  fplendor  of 
the  Empire  :  it  is  the  fenfe  of  fafety,  it  is  the  confidence  re- 
pofed  in  the  prote£lion  of  the  Government,  which  have  encou- 
raged the  fubjeA  to  adventure  the  fruits  of  his  induftry  and  flcill 
in  thofe  enterprifes  of  agriculture,  of  commerce,  and  ofmanu- 
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faSures,  which,  in  the  various  ftages  of  their  progrefs,  contri* 
bute  equally  to  the  profit  of  individuals,  and  to  the  profperity 
of  the  State.  From  the  united  effefts  of  all  thcfe  circumftances, 
the  colledive  interefts  of  the  empire  have  been  in  a  progreflive 
ftate  of  improvement  ever  fince  the  period  of  the  Revolution. 
Even  during  mod  of  our  wars,  the  advancement  of  trade,  and 
general  opulence,  has  not  been  interrupted,  particularly  during 
the  war  of  1756  i  in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  commerce  of  the 
nation  was  fcarcely  lefs  profperous  than  her  arms.  One  un- 
fortunate  exception  to  this  ftatement  mud  be  admitted — ^the 
American  war.  That  war,  (which,  it  had  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  was,  in  its  origin,  the  war  of  the  people)  with  every 
other  calamity,  undoubtedly  produced  a  general  ftagnation  in 
the  fources  of  national  profperity. 

In  1772,  the  value  of  the  imports  was  jf.  14,500,000 

And  that  of  the  exports        -  -  -         17,700,000 

They  had  funk  in  1782,  to        -  ;f.  1 2,700,000  imports, 

and  to  •  •  -         11,400,000  exports. 

But  whatever  argument  may  be  drawn  from  this  period  of  dif- 
grace  and  difafter,  the  rapid  recovery  of  the  country  from  the 
confequenccs  of  thofe  misfortunes  muft  not  pafs  without  re- 
mark. 

'From  1782  to  1791,  the  imports  rofe  to         jf. 19,600,000 
And  the  exports  to  -  -     '        -        22,700,000 

In  1792,  they  were  -  ;^.i9,6oo,opo  imports, 

and  -  -         '        .  24,800,000  exports. 

Decreafe  from  1772  to  1782,       ^ 

Imports    £.  1 ,800,000  I  Period  of  American  war. 

Exports        6,300,000  J 

Incrcafe  from  1782  to  1792,        'j 

Imports    ;{".6,9oo,ooo  I  Period  fince  the  peace. 

Exports       13,400,000  J 

Increafe  of  1792  above  1772        -         Imports    ^.5,100,000 

Exports         7,100,000 
Thus,  with  all  the  imperfeftions  and  irregularities  of  this 
reprobated  frame  of  Parliament,  the  nation  has  rifen  from  th« 
lowcft  ftate  of  humiliation  and  adverfity, 

"  More  glorious  and  more  dread  than  from  no  fall," 
"  And  truft^  hcrfclf  to  fear  no  fecond  fate." 
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What  had  been  the  means  by  which  the  nation  had  not  only 
furmounted  all  her  difficulties  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  but  had  been 
enabled  to  appear  again  among  the  States  of  Europe  with  in- 
creafed  ftrength,  and  with  augmented  fplendor  ? 

During  that  period,  no  change  of  the  fyftem  of  reprefenta- 
tion  had  taken  place.  Whatever  was  effefted  by  the  reduSion 
of  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  proceeded  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  under  its  prefent  Conftitution.  There  was  no- 
thing to  aid  the  country  in  that  memorable  druggie,  but  the 
intrinfic  vigour  of  the  Conflitution  itfelf,  neither  improved, 
nor  impaired  by  any  alteration ;  it  was  the  wifdom  of  Parlia- 
ment, fupported  by  the  uniform  confidence  and  co-operation 
of  the  people,  which  had  been  found  equal  to  the  arduous  talk 
of  retrieving  the  affairs  of  the  Empire,  in  a  crifis  of  fuch  diffi- 
culty and  diflrefs,  as  perhaps  had  never  before  been  overcome 
by  any  Empire,  of  which  the  memory  remained  among  man- 
kind. This  example,  therefore,  of  the  American  war,  con- 
lidered  in  all  its  parts,  exhibits  another  important  praftical 
excellence  in  the  exifting  frame  of  the  Government.  For  it 
Ihews,  that  if  the  Conftitution  has  not  the  power  (and  what 
human  work  can  have  the  power  ?)  to  exempt  us  from  every  vi- 
ciffitude  of  fortune,  yet  it  contains  an  aftive  principle,  which, 
after  the  moft  fevere  calamities,  enables  the  nation  to  recover 
her  ftrength  by  a  natural  effort,  and  to  repair  all  her  lofles  from 
lier  own  internal  refources.  Lord  Mornington  then  faid,  he 
did  not  think  he  was  called  upon  to  prove,  that  all  thefe  ad- 
Tantages  would  neceflfarily  be  deftroyed  by  any  alteration  in  the 
prefent  conftrufilion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  weight 
of  proof  in  this  argument  muft  be  impofed  on  thofe  who  pro- 
pofe  a  change  in  the  Government.  It  is  incumbent  on  them 
to  fhew,  that  thefe  ineftimable  bleffings  are  not  interwoven 
with  that  fyftem,  which  they  mean  to  difturb.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  thefe  bleffings  h^e  been  coeval  with  the  prefent 
frame  of  Government.  We  know  that  they  can  exift  toge- 
ther ;  we  do  not  know  that  they  can  exift  feparately.  Their 
co-exiftence  for  fo  long  a  period  will  be  a  ftrong  prefumption 
of  their  being  intimately  connefted,  until  fome  ftronger  proof 
can  be  adduced  to  the  contrary.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  within 
the  reach  of  human  wifdom  to  trace  each  of  thefe  happy  effeds 
(which  every  man  feels)  diftinftly  to  its  immediate  caufe,  in 
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any  one  of  the  mixed  principles  of  our  Government,  or  in  the 
fpecific  proportion  which  thofe  principles  bear  to  each  other^ 
as  they  are  now  combined ;  but  it  is  at  lead  as  arduous  an  un- 
dertaking to  prove,  (without  a  previous  experiment)  that  any 
different  temperature  of  the  fame  principles  would  produce  the 
fame  effefts ;  happier  effedls  cannot  rcafonably  be  expeSed, 
or  defired,  and  it  would  be  a  mod  criminal  raflmefs,  to  com- 
mit the  happinefs  of  a  whole  nation  to  the  hazard  of  a  perilous 
experiment,  which,  at  beft,  does  not  even  promife  any  prac- 
tical improvement  in  the  civil  condition  of  the  people.     Even 
in  a  Conftituent  AflTembly,  deliberating  with  no  other  view 
than  that  of  felefting  the  beft  poflible  fyftem  of  government, 
without  prejudice  in  favour  of  any  do£lrine,  and  without  at- 
tachment to  any  inftiiution,  under  every  imaginable  circum- 
ftance  of  advantage  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  caule,  what 
would  be  the  determination  of  this  argument?     Let  us  fup- 
pofe,  that  in  a  Conftituent  Aflembly,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man were  not  merely  to  avow  a  defign  of  changing  the  exifting 
Government  of  his  country,  but  were  to  propofe  in  its  place  a 
new  theory,  more  perfe£l  than  any  which  the  human  under- 
ftanding  ever  before  conceived,  and  to  all  appearance  exempt 
from  any  of  the  irregularities  of  the  Britifli  Conftitution  ;  his 
eloquence,  and  his  ingenuity  would  certainly  be  applauded. 
But  if,  on  the  other  fide,  fome  perfon  were  to  rife,  and  to  op- 
pofc  to  that  beautiful  theory,  a  Conftitution,  which,  however 
irregular  and  anomalous  in  fome  of  its  parts,  had  realized  to 
the  people,  for  more  than  a  century,  every  fubftantial  benefit, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  could  hope  to  attain  by  the 
complete  praftical  fuccefs  of  all  his  moft  fanguine  fpecula- 
tions;    would  not  even  a  Conftituent  AflTembly,    (in  which 
wifdom  and  prudence  had  any  influence,)  adopt  that  conftitu- 
tion, which  had  been  proved  to  be  competent  to  all  the  ends  erf 
good  Government,  in  preference  to  a  theory,  framed  with  a 
view  to  the  fame  ends,  but  of  which  the  pra£lical  operation 
was  untried,  and  muft  therefore  be  uncertain?    Having  ftated 
thefe  confidcrations  on  that  queftion,  which  he  had  propofed  at 
the  opening  of  his  fpeech,  as  the  firft  to  be  examined,  Loixl 
Mornington  next  adverted  to  the  nature  of  the  praftical  griev- 
ances alledged  in  the  petitioa^j  and  proceeded  to  inquire  who- 
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thcr  they  were  to  be  imputed  to  the  defeflive  ftate  of  the  fabric 
of  Parliament. 

The  principal  grievances  enumerated  were — ^The  whole  fyf- 
tcm  of  the  wars  in  which  the  nation  had  been  engaged ;  the 
debt  in  which  it  has  been  involved  by  thofe  wars ;  and  the 
taxes  with  which  the  people  are  burdened  in  confequcnce  of 
the  debt ;  and  it  is  aifertcd,  that  tbcfe  evils  could  never  have 
cxifted,  if  the  rcprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament  had 
been  differently  modelled.  That  war  is  at  all  times  a  great 
evil,  and  that  our  wars  have  been  the  original  caufes  both  of 
the  National  debt,  and  of  the  taxes,  is  a  truth  which  cannot 
admit  of  difpute.  But  it  is  alfo  true^  that  under  certain  cir- 
cumfbnces,  war  may  be  juAly  demanded  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  wifeft  nation,  and  may  become  of  neceflity  even 
the  fyftematic  policy  of  the  mod  prudent,  moderate,  and  in* 
corrupt  councils.  In  order  to  fubdantiate  the  comprehenfive 
charge  exhibited  by  the  petitioners  againft  every  Parliament 
which  has  fat  fince  the  revolution,  it  muft  be  proved,  that  our 
wars  fmcethat  time  have  generally  been  undertaken  in  contra- 
didion  both  to  the  declared  fenfe,  and  to  the  manifed  intereds 
of  the  people.  But  no  man  who  is  not  intirely  ignorant  of  our 
hiftory,  will  hazard  a  propofition  fo  falfe  in  all  its  parts.  The 
peculiar  fituation  and  circumdances  of  this  idand  engaged  the 
nation  for  a  long  time  in  fuccellive  conteds  for  the  prefervation 
of  her  Conditution,  of  her  trade,  and  of  her  foreign  domi^ 
nions.  The  wars  which  immediately  followed  the  revolution, 
were  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  of  that  aufpicious 
fettlement.  The  recent  edablifliment  required  proteftion,  not 
only  againd  the  abdicated  King,  and  thofe  who  fupported  his 
caufe  at  home,  or  who  had  followed  his  fortunes  abroad,  but 
alfo  againd  the  pride  andjealoufy  of  Louis  XIV.  He  could 
not  fuffer  a  limited  monarchy,  founded  on  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  to  grow  up,  and  flourifh  in  peace  fo  near  his 
throne.  He  naturally  forefaw  that  fuch  a  Conditution  mud 
become  a  continual  reproach  to  the  tyranny  of  his  Government, 
and  an  infuperable  obdacle  to  the  progrefs  of  his  ambition.-^ 
It  was  therefore  his  policy  to  attempt  the  dedruAion  of  fo  for- 
midable a  neighbour,  by  every  means  both  of  Open  force  and 
fecret  machination ;  and  under  fuch  circumdances,  every  mo- 
tive of  felf-prefervation,  of  judice,  and  of  honouCf  required. 
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not  only  that  the  Englifli  nation  fliouldoppofe a  firm  rcfift- 
ance  to  the  dire£l  attacks  of  this  reftlefs  and  implacable  enemy, 
but  that  a  fy  ftematic  plan  of  ofitnfive  alliance,  and  of  vigorous 
war,  (hould  be  Aeadily  purfued  for  the  eiFe£tual  redudioa  of 
his  overgrown  and  dangerous  power, 

Thefe  wars,  undertaken  in  fuch  a  caufe,  and  with  fuch 
views,  were  the  original  foundation  of  the  national  debt ;  and 
if  it  (hould  be  obferved,  that  they  were  undertaken  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  wifhes  of  a  numerous  party  in  the  nation »  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  fame  party  was  equally  difafFefted  to  the 
caufeof  our  liberties,  of  our  laws,  and  of  our  religion. 

The  wars  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  were  direSed  to  the 
great  objeS  of  preferving  the  Crown  in  the  Proteftant  line, 
and  of  infuring  the  acceflion  of  the  illuftrious  family  now  on 
the  throne.  Since  the  happy  acceflion  of  that  family,  the 
great  increafe  of  commerce,  and  the  extenfion  of  our  domi« 
nions  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  have  excited  the  jealoufy  of 
other  powers :  the  nation  has  often  been  compelled  to  defend 
the  freedom  of  her  trade ;  and  in  contending  for  that  objed,  it 
has  been  her  fortune  to  extend  her  foreign  pofieflions  by  laige 
and  valuable  acquifitions  of  territory.  The  defence  of  thofe 
acquifitions  has  again  induced  the  neceiSty  of  having  recourfe 
to  arms.  And  unlefs  it  fhall  be  maintained,  that  to  preferve 
the  principal  fources  of  our  commercial  opulence,  of  our  re- 
venue, and  of  our  naval  fuperiority,  wasanunwife  and  unjuf- 
tifiable  objed  of  war,  the  policy  and  juftice  of  the  wars  under- 
taken by  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  can  be  as  lit- 
tle contefted,  as  it  can  be  denied  that  the  conduct  and  event  of 
thofe  wars  have  been  glorious  to  the  military  character  of  this 
brave  people. 

Lord  Mornington  faid,  he  would  not  fatigue  the  Houfe  by 
entering  more  particularly  into  the  hiftory  of  the  wars  fince 
the  accefl[ion  of  George  the  Firft  ;  but  he  would  aflcrt  gene- 
rally, that  many  of  them  were  wars  of  abfolute  ^leceflity ;  all 
MTcrc  undertaken  with  the  concurrence,  and  moft  of  them, 
not  only  in  ftrid  conformity  to  the  interefts,  but  at  the  earned 
defire  of  the  Public.  Perhaps  it  would  appear  on  a  nearer 
view  of  the  fubjed,  that  the  moft  popular  wars  had  alio  been 
the  moft  expenfive,  and  had  generally  terminated  in  thclaigcft 
increafe  of  the  national  debt. 
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Here,  however,  the  cafe  of  the  American  war  was  again  to 
be  diftinguiflied  from  the  reft.  That  war,  it  was  well  known, 
MTSLS  commenced  with  the  public  approbation.  It  was  under^ 
taken  for  the  fpecious  purpofe  of  aflerting  a  right  in  Parliament 
of  compelling  America  to  relieve  the  Mother  country  from  a 
part  of  the  burdens  incurred  in  the  defence  of  the  colonies, 
during'the  juftly  popular  war  of  1756.  Lord  Mornington  faid,- 
he  was  one  of  thofe  who  had  always  condemned  the  whole  po- 
licy of  the  American  war  ^  but  it  was  well  known  that  the  opi- 
nion of  the  nation  at  large  \yas  never  decidedly  exprefled  in  fa- 
vour of  a  peace,  \iptil  the  laft  year,  or,  at  fooneA,  the  year 
preceding  the  laft,  of  that  unfortunate  conteft. 

For  a  period,  therefore,  of  two  years  at  moft,  he  admitted, 
that  a  difference  of  opinion  had  exifted  between  the  ParKament 
and  the  nation.  '  But  would  it  be  contended,  that,  according  to 
the  very  firft  notion  of  a  reprefentative  Government,  a  tempo* 
rary  oppodtion  to  the  defires  (^  the  people  might  not  fometimei 
be  effential  to  their  permanent  interefts  ?  In  this  cafe,  there- 
fore, the  objedion  could  not  be  to  the  general  principle  of  in- 
terpofmg  the  caution  and  prudence  of  a  deliberative  aifembly 
between  the  paflions  and  caprices  of  the  people,  and  the  final 
refult  of  the  public  councils. 

The  abufe  of  this  falutary  principle,  in  the  two  lafl  years  of 
the  American  war,  was  not  of  fuch  a  nature,  and  had  not  pro- 
duced fuch  confequences,  as  to  compel  us,  at  this  time,  to  ex- 
pofe  the  principle  itfelf  to  hazard  by  an  alteration  in  the  Con* 
ftitution:  fince  the  diminution  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
which  had  been  efFeSed  by  Parliament,  the  fame  abufe  wa$ 
.not  likely  tp  recur  to  any  confiderable  extent;  and  againft  the 
injury  which  the  country  had  fufFered  in  the  laft  two  years  of 
the  American  war,  muft  be  fe:  the  rapid  recovery  of  the  na- 
tional wealth  and  force  fince  the  peace. Here  Lord  Morn- 
ington referred  to  his  former  ftatement  on  this  fubjed. — This 
view  of  the  wars  fince  the  revolution,  leads  to  a  conclufion  di- 
re6My  oppofite  to  the  intentions  of  the  petitioners ;  for  it  (hews 
(fubjeft  always  to  the  exceptions  ftated  on  the  cafe  of  the  Ame- 
rican war}  that  the  Parliaments  of  thofe  times,  if  they  had  been 
chofen  even  by  the  individual  fuffirage  of  every  man  in  the  na- 
tion, eould  not  have  purfued  a  more  pacific  fyftem,  without 
hctxaying  t'he  interefts,  and  rejeding  thefenfe  of  the  people. 
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With  rcfpcA  to  the  debt,  being  the  inevitable  confequence 
of  repeated  wars,  it  (lands  on  the  fame  argument  with  them : 
It  originated  in  ^the  reign  of  William  the  Third,  when  the 
principles  of  the  Conftitiition  were  fuppofed  to  flouriih  in  full 
vigour.  If,  fince  that  period,  it  has  grown  to  an  enonnous 
fize,  the  refources  of  the  country  have  not  only  kept  pace\irith 
it,  but  have  greatly  furpaffed  it,  in  every  ftage  of  its  growth, 
and  ultimately  have  afforded  the  means  of  providing  far  its  gra- 
dual extin£lion. 

Lord  Mornington  faid,  that  he  could  not  leave  this  part  of 
the  fubjedl  without  obferving,  that  the  petitioners,  who  had 
placed  the  debt  at  the  head  of  their  lift  of  grievances,  had  not 
taken  the  trouble  of  afcertaining  the  extent  of  the  evil  of  which 
they  complained ;  for  they  had  ftated  the  debt  at  280  millions, 
which  was  aq  addition  of  about  40  millions  to  its  real  amount. 

The  petitioners  appeared  to  be  dill  more  ignorant  of  the  na- 
ture and  amount  of  the  taxes,  which  they  reprefented  as  fo  bur- 
denfon\e  to  them.  In  the  firft  place,  they  had  ftated  the  taxes 
at  20  millions,  infteadof  17.  In  the  next  place,  they  had  en- 
tirely omitted  to  make  any  allowance  for  the  very  confiderable 
augmentation  of  revenue,  which  had  been  the  neceflary  effcft 
of  the  increafe  of  trade.  A  large  fum,  which  they  had  placed 
to  the  account  of  increafed  burdens,  as  if  they  themfelves  fuf- 
fered  under  them,  arofe,  in  fa<El,  from  no  additional  burden 
whatever ;  but  from  the  increafed  produce  of  the  exifting  taxes» 
in  proportion  to  the  extenfion  of  our  commerce,  and  to  the 
progreflive  wealth  of  the  nation.  After  what  had  been  ftated 
on  the  wars  and  debt,  it  only  remained  to  be  inquired,  with  re- 
gard to  the  taxes,  whether  they  were  impofed  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  bear  more  heavily  on  the  people  than  the  ueceflities  of  the 
ftate  required?  Whoever  examined  the  different  branches  of 
the  revenue,  muft  acknowledge,  that  the  prevailing  principle 
throughout  the  whole  fyftem  of  our  taxation  was  to  relieve 
-the  lower  orders  of  the  community,  as  much  as  poftible,  from 
the  weight  of  the  public  burdens,  and  to  throw  it  on  thofe  who 
were  beft  able  to  fupport  it. 

He  concluded  this  part  of  the  argument,  by  remarking)  that 
the  choice  of  the  particular  moment  for  propofing  to  change 
.the  Government,  on  account  of  the  debt  and  uxes,  had  not 
been  very  happy.    The  propofition  had  been  ftartcd  by  thofe 
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who  now  bring  it  forward,  preclfely  at  the  time,  when,  by  the 
operation  of  a  law,  pafled  within  thefe  few  years,  Parliament 
had  been  enabled  to  redeem  ten  millions  of  the  public  debt^ 
and  had  adually  commenced  a  plan  for  the  gradual  diminution 
of  the  public  burdens,  by  taking  ofFfomeof  thofe  taxes,  which 
preiled  moft  feverely  on  the  indigent  and  laborious  claflfes  of  the 
people.     To  fwell  the  catalogue  of  grievances  exhibited  by  the 
petitioners,  much  labour  had  been  employed  in  the  debate. 
Amongft  other  charges  (to  moft  of  which  fufficient  anfwers 
had  been  given  already,)  it  had  been  aflerted,  that  from  the 
defeats  in  its  conftitution,  and  their  confequences,  this  Houfe 
had  loft  the  confidence  of  the  people.     Lord  Mornington  faid^ 
he  really  could  not  underftand  to  what  moment  within  the  pe- 
riod of  thefe  laft  nine  years  this  complaint  could  confiftently  be 
applied  by  the  gentlemen  oppofite  to  him.     He  had  heard  from 
thofe  gentlemen,  during  almoft  the  whole  of  that  eventful  pe- 
riod, a  language  totally  different.     He  had  heard  them  uni- 
formly complain,  that  the  fupport  which  this  Houfe  had  re- 
ceived in  the  nation,  on  the  moft  momentous  and  trying  occa- 
fioos,  was  to  be  imputed  to  an  univerfal  delufion,  which  had 
fpread  over  the  whole  kingdom,  and  had  corrupted  the  judge- 
ment of  the  whole  people.     The  confidence  of  the  people  in 
this  Houfe  had  not  hitherto  been  denied,  but  it  had  been  la- 
mented as  a  fatal  error :  whether  the  people  were  really  in  the 
wrong  on  all  thofe  important  occafions,  or  whether  the  gentle- 
men on  the  oppofite  fide  had  contended  that  the  people  were 
in  the  wrong,  merely  becaufe  they  happened  to  differ  with 
them  in  opinion,  is  a  queftion  foreign  to  this  argument. — 
The  fa£l  that  this  Houfe  had  met  with  the  cordial  fupport  of 
the  people  during  that  period,  could  not  be  cdntefted.     Has 
any  event  happened  of  late,  from  which  it   can  be  colleSed 
that  the  people  now  repofe  a  lefs  degree  of  confidence  in  this 
Houfe  ?     Can  it  be  coUefted,  from  the  almoft  unanimous  zeal 
with  which  they  have  fo  lately  defended  that  Conftitution,  of 
which  the  frame  of  Parliament  forms  a  moft  material  part  ? 
Can  it  be  collefted  from  their  cordial  and  vigorous  co-opera- 
fion  in  every  meafure  which  has  been  taken  by  Parliament,  to 
refift  the  defigns  of  France  ?     Is  it  in  the  bounties  to  feamen 
and  foldiers,  or  in  the  fubfcriptions  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  thofe  who  may  fall  in  battle,  that  we   . 
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are  to  feek  for  the  fymptoms  of  a  general  difaffeclion  to  the 
exifting  Government,  and  of  that  fpirit  of  jealoufy  and  fufpi- 
cion  with  which  it  *is  faid  all  the  proceedings  of  this  Houfe 
are  obferved  by  the  nation  ? 

Another  grievance  had  been  difcovered  by  a  learned  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Erfkine),  which,  Lord  Mornington  faid,  he  rather 
mentioned  for  the  Angular  ingenuity  of  the  difcovery,  than  as 
thinking  it  merited  a  ferious  anfwer.  The  learned  gentle- 
man had  traced  the  origin  of  the  French  revolution,  with 
all  its  errors,  follies,  and  crimes,  to  the  vitious  conftkution 
of  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  juft  fat  down  (Mr.  Francis)  entirely  difagreod 
with  the  learned  gentleman  ;  for*  he  had  told  us  that  the  French 
revolution,  with  its  dreadful  confequences,  muft  be  imputed 
folely  to  the  defpotifm  and  corruption  of  the  ancient  monarchy 
of  France. 

Leaving  thofe  gentlemen  to  adjuft  their  contradictory  opi- 
nions, in  all  probability  the  events  which  had  happened  in 
France  would  not,  in  any  view  of  them,  be  deemed  an  argu- 
ment for  changing  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 

Thus  ftands  the  account  between  the  benefits  enjoyed  under 
the  prefent  frame  of  Government,  and  the  evils  imputed  to  it. 
When  the  balance  was  (truck,  Loi;d  Mornington  faid,  he  be- 
lieved the  Houfe  could  not  think  that  any  change  was  neceflary 
either  for  the  ends  of  private  happinefs,  or  of  public  prof- 
pcrity. 

It  dill  remained  to  be  examined,  what  might  be  expeded  in 
the  room  of  the  prefent  Government,  in  the  event  of  a 
change  ?  v 

Nothing  having  been  di(lin6lly  dated  on  this  head,  except- 
ing that  a  change  is  to  be  made,  we  feem  at  the  (ir(l  view  to  be  • 
lefft  entirely  to  the  uncertainty  of  conjeftur^  on  this  moft  im- 
portant of  all  the  civil  concerns  of  mankind.  Perhaps  this 
flate  of  doubt  and  ignorance  would  be  alone  a  fufficient  objec- 
tion to  the  motion ;  no  wife  and  prudent  man  would  com- 
mence the  demolition  of  an  eftabliflied  Government,  under 
which  he  had  lived  happily  and  profperoufly,  without  fomc 
knowledge  of  the  fyftem  to  be  raifed  on  its  ruins,  without 
fomc  opportunities  of  comparifon  and  of  examination. 
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But  the  argument  need  not  be  refted  on  this  ground.  The 
candour  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  indifcreet  zeal 
of  the  petitioners,  have  given  us  the  means  of  forming  a  tole- 
rably accurate  notion  of  the  exchange -which  is  likely  to  be 
ofl[ered  to  u^  in  the  Committee.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  not  told  us  what  he  means  to  propofe.  in  the  place  of  the 
prefent  Government,  he  has  diftindly  avowed  what  he  prefers 
to  it.  He  has  declared,  that  if  he  were  to  be  compelled 
to  mgke  an  option  between  the  prefent  Government,  and 
that  projed,  commonly  called  univerfal  reprefentation,  (or 
the  cxtenfion  of  the  right  of  fuffrage  to  every  male  adult  in  the 
kingdom)  he  has  declared,  that,  reduced  to  fuch  an  option,  he 
would  not  hefitate  to  adopt  that  ftrange  and  extravagant  pro- 
jeSt,  Whatever  other  plan  he  may  have  formed  in  his  own 
bread,  it  is  evident  that  he  is  prepared,'  under  certain  circum* 
(lances,  to  admit  the  plan  of  univerfal  fuiFrage.      '    • 

The  quedion,  therefore,  arifes,  whether  it  is  not  probable 
that  he  may  be  driven  to  that  very  alternative  in  which  he  has 
already  anticipated  his  own  deciiion  ? 

There  is  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  great  mafs  of  the 
nation  would  rejefl  any  propofition,  however  framed,  which 
was  profeffedly  defigned  to  elFecl  a  change  in  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment of  the  country.  The  honourable  gentleman  is, 
therefore,  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  looking  for  fupport  among 
the  few,  who  have  declared  their  difcontent  under  that  Go- 
vernment :  his  whole  flrength  U  in  their  numbers ;  and  he  muft 
frame  his  plan  of  alteration  in  conformity  to  the  favourite  max- 
ims of  the  majority  of  his  fupporters. 

Of  all  the  petitions  on  the  table,  he  has  feleded  one  only, 
as  deferving  the  confideration  of  a  Committee.  That  petition 
is  cxpreffed  with  caution,  but  it  is  figned  by  fewer  names  than 
any  other  on  the  table,  and  is  avowedly  the  produdion  of  the 
fociety  of  gentlemeif  aflbciated  under  the  title  of  the  "  Friends 
of  the  People.'I  It  cannot  ferioufly  be  intended  wholly  to  pafs 
by  all  the  other  petitions ;  to  treat  them  as  utterly  unworthy  of 
notice ;  and  to  rely  i>n  this  fmgle  petition  as  being  fufficient  of 
itfelf  to  juftify  a  change  in  the  Goveriiment,  and  to  decide  the 
principles  by  which  that  change  (hall  be  regulated :  if  luch 
(bouid  be  the  intention,  the  majority  of  the  petitioners  will 
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probably  be  as  little  fatisfied  with  the  new  projeS,  whatever 
it  may  be,  as  they  are  with  the  prefent  Conftitution. 

It  is  therefore  reafonable  to  argue,  from  the  general  ten- 
dency of  all  the  petitions  ;  and  it  is  juft  to  conclude,  that  what- 
ever is  the  prevailing  doftrine  of  reprefentation,  in  which  moft 
of  them  concur,  between  that  doSrine  and  the  exifting  frame 
of  Parliament  the  honourable  gentleman  muft  ultimately  make 
his  option. 

Thofe  petitions,  which  bear  fo  ftrik.ing  a  refemblance  to 
each  other,  feem  at  thefirft  view  to  have  an  air  of  moderation: 
but  they  all  agree  in  maintaining  it  to  be  "  an  undifputed 
principle  of  the  Conftitution,  that  the  third  eftate  ought  to  be 
elefted  by  the  Commons  of  the  kingdom,  or  by  a  majority 
thereof."  'Thefe  exprellions,  taken  in  the  latitude  in  which 
they  are  here  ufed,  muft  be  underftood  to  comprehend  every 
individual,  or  at  leaft  a  majority  of  all  the  individuals  in  the 
kingdom,  without  any  limit  or  diftinftion  of  properly. 

In  the  firft  fenfe,  the  doftrine  requires  no  comment ;  it  is 
in  plain  terms  the  principle  of  univerfal  fuffrage,  aflerted  in 
its  utmoft  extent.  The  words,  "  or  by  a  majority  thereof," 
cannot  reafonably  be  deemed  a  limitation  of  the  firft  fart  of  the 
propofition:  for  it  is  impoflible  to  imagine  any  point,  where 
a  boundary  can  be  correftly  drawn  between  a  right  in  the  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  people,  and  a  right  in  the  whole  people  to 
cxercife  the  eleSive  franchife. 

It  may  be  remarked  in  pafling,  that  no  trace  whatever  of  this 
principle,  which  the  petitioners  call  "  undifputed,"  is  to  be 
found  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  conftitution  of  Parliament. 
The  eleftive  franchife,  at  no  period,  has  been  abfolutely  vefted 
cither  in  the  people  at  large,  or  in  the  majority  of  them  ;  it  has 
been  diftributcd  at  all  times  according  to  fome  principle  of  fe- 
ledion ;  in  fome  inftances  regulated  by  property,  in  fome  by 
other  confiderations,  but  never  by  a  mere  numerical  divifionof 
the  individuals  of  the  nation.  Such  is  the  dodrine  on  which 
thofe  who  profefs  to  be  the  moft  moderate  clafs  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  fupportcrs,  defire  to  place  theftruSureof 
Parliament.     The  next  clafs  fpeaks  a  lefs  guarded  language. 

The  petitioners  from  Derby  tell  us,  thkt  "  they  are  aflfured, 
upon  the  moft  mature  reflexion,  and  diligent  inquiry,  that  the 


A.  I793*  DEBATES.  443 

prcfent  fyftemof  reprercntation  is  contradi£lory  to  the  rights  of 
man." 

The  petition  from  Sheffield,  (which,  although  not  on  tlie 
table,  may  juftly  be  confidered,  in  this  branch  of  the  argument, 
as  a  leading  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fupport)  de- 
clares, that  "  men,  and  not  houfes  or  land,  are  the  objedls  of 
reprefentation." 

A  petition  has  been  prefented  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
"who  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Francis),  «*  from  fundry  inhabitants  of 
London,  Weftminfter,  and  their  vicinity,"  which  deferves  pe- 
culiar attention.  It  fets  forth,  "  that,  according  to  the  eftab- 
liflied  maxim  of  all  good  Gorernments,  every  man  ought  to 
be,  in  fome  meafure,  his  own  legiflator  ;  and  it  concludes,  by 
recommending  as  the  only  efFe£tual,  permanent,  andpradlicable 
plan  of  reform,  that  the  right  of  voting  (hould  be  reftored  uni- 
verfally  to  every  man,  not  incapacitated  by  nature  for  want  of 
reafon,  or  by  law  for  the  commiffion  of  crimes ;  and  that  elcc- 
.  tions  (hould  be  annual." 

It  is  not  immaterial  to  trace  from  what  quarter  this  extraor- 
dinary petition  has  proceeded.     At  the  head  of  the  fignatures 
ftands  the  name  of  Thomas  Hardy y  a  name  obfcure   in  this 
country,  •but  not  unknown  to  the  National  Convention  of 
France.     In  the  month  of  November,  Thomas  Hardy,  Se- 
cretary to  the  Correfponding  Society,  on  behalf  of  that  Society, 
fubfcribed  an  addrefs  to  the  Convention,  which  breathed  fo 
fmcere  an  aiFe£tion  for  the  caufe  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
fo  warm  a  zeal  for  the  deftruSion  of  the  Britifh  Government, 
as  to  obtain  the  honour  of  being  circulated  throughout  all  the 
departments,  and  all  the  armies  of  our  enemy.     It  is  remark- 
able, that  for  fome  time  pad,  a  public  invitation  has  appeared, 
in  the  name  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  encouraging  all  per- 
fons  to  fign  a  petition  for  a  radical  reform  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons*    Combining  thefe  circumftances,   can  it  be  doubted, 
that  this  petition  is  the  fabrication  of  the  Correfponding  Soci- 
ety ?     And  can  any  man,  who  has  obferved  the  proceedings  of 
that  fociety,  believe,  that  the  deluded  perfons  who  compofe  it 
!        will  reft  fatisfied  with  any  temperate  reform?   or  that  they 
I        would  be  contented  even  with  the  full  execution  of  the  extra- 
I        vagant  projeft  recommended  in  their  own  petition,  if  they 
i        were  not  perfuaded,  that  the  accomplifliment  of  that  meafure 
I  3L2 
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muft  lead  to  confequences  of  infinitely  greater  extent  than  any 
of  the  abfurdities,  however  numerous  and  extenfive,  with 
which  thfe  very  firft  view  of  fuch  a  fyftem  muft  ftrike  the  mod 
fuperficialobferver?  The  origin  and  tendency  of  this  petition, 
and  the  circumftances  by  which  it  is  diftinguifhed,  muft  natu- 
raUy  draw  the  obfervation  of  the  Houfe  to  the  moft  numerous, 
the  moft  adive,  and  the  moft  formidable  clafs  of  friends  to  the 
cai\fe  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  is  engaged :  Thefe 
are  the  feveral  focieties,  whofe  dangerous  dodrines  have  lately 
at'traded  fo  much  of  the  vigilance  of  Parliament)  and  have  ex- 
cited fuch  juft  alarm  and  indignation  in  the  country.  In  this 
Houfe,  gentlemen  have  uniformly  contended,  that  thefe  focie- 
ties  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  innocent  objeft  of  improving 
the  reprefentation  of  the  people.  They  are  known  to  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  merely  as  Parliamentary  Reformers ;  under 
that  difguife  they  have  tendered  him  their  fupport.  But  they 
are  known  in  another  charafter  to  the  people  at  large,  whc«n 
they  have  attempted  to  corrupt,  and  to  the  Magiftrates,  whole 
peculiar  duty  it  is  to  watch  over  and  reftrain  all  difturbers  of 
the  public  peace :  they  are  known  to  have  openly  profefled, 
and  afliduoufly  propagated,  dodrines  tending  not  only  to  alie- 
nate the  aiFedions  of  His  Majeily's  fubje6ls,  from  Ms  peHbn, 
family ,^  and  Government,  but  to  taint  every  principle,  by 
which  the  order  of  civil  fociety  is  rendered  permanent,,  or  even 
praAicable  among  mankind.  They  are  known  to  have  ap- 
plauded the  example,  to  have  folicited  the  alliance,  and  to 
have  received  the  carefles  of  the  National  Convention  of 
France,  and  to  have  fought  the  eftabliftiment  of  a  National 
Convention  in  Great  Britain.  The  zeal,  which  is  univerfally 
profeffed  by  every  one  of  thefe  focietics  in  the  caufe  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  is  merely  fubfidiary  to  the  great  ,objed  of 
introducing  their  favourite  maxims  in  the  moft  advantageous 
fhape:  a  change  in  the  fyftem  of  reprefentation  is  not  the  real 
end  of  their  efforts,  but  is  purfued,  as  affording  the  moft  fa- 
vourable means  of  facilitating  that  total  fubverfion  of  the  mo- 
narchy itfelf,  which  will  ever  appear  impradicable,  even  to 
the  moft  adventurous  and  mifguided  zeal,  while  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Parliament  fhall  reniain  unimpaired. 

This  laft  defcription  of  the  friends  to  a  change  in  the  Go- 
vernment, will  undoubtedly  acquiefce  even  in  a  plan  of  re- 
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form,  which  (hall  proceed  no  farther  than  to  extend  the  right 
of  voting  to  every  man  in  the  kingdom  ;  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  cannot  hope  to  appeafe  thefe  focieties,  even  for  a 
moment,  by  any  propofition  of  a  more  limited  nature.  Thus 
we  kcj  that  of  all  the  honourable  gentleman's  fupporters,  (ex- 
cepting the  Friends  of  tht  People,  who  have  exprefled  no  opi- 
nion on  this  part  of  the  fubjed)  not  one  is  likely  to  be  fatisficd 
■with  any  projeft  of  reprefentation  lefs  extenfive  than  that  of 
univerfal  fuffi-age,  while  many  look  even  beyond  that  projeft, 
and  regard  it  only  as  the  beginning  of  more  eifeflual  mifchief, 
and  of  more  general  confuflon. 

This  view  of  the  tempers,  charaAers,  and  opinions,  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  muft  confult  in  the  arrangement  of 
his  plan  of  refocmatitm,  opens  a  mod  alarming  profpeft  of  the 
principles  by  which  the  fettlement  of  the  new  Government  is 
likely  to  be  directed :  a  clofer  iiiveftigation  of  the  collateral  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe  will  only  tend  to  increafe  our  anxiety, 
and  to  con6rm  our  apprehenfions.  At  the  clofe  of  the  lad 
feffion  of  Parliament,  we  were  encouraged  to  expe£l  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  his  own  fociety,  might  have  had 
fufRcient  influence  to  reftrain  within  fome  bounds  of  modera^ 
tion  the  extravagance  of  thefe  wild  and  n^ifchievous  doArines, 
or  that  wherever  they  might  fail  in  reftraining  fuch  doctrines, 
at  lead  they  would  carefully  abdain  from  all  intercourfe  with 
tliofe  who  continued  to  profefs  them.  The  authority  of  a 
fingle,  and  not  a  very  numerous  fociety,  exercifed  with  the  ut- 
mod  lincerity,  and  even  with  fuccefs  in  particular  indances, 
mud,  however,  have  proved  a  weak  and  inefFeftual  barrier 
againd  that  radi  and  arrogant  fpirit  of  innovation,  from  which 
the  principal  danger  was  to  be  apprehended;  more  efpecially, 
when  thfe  ve^y  title  and  inditution  of  fuch  a  fociety  mud  have 
perpetually  counteraSed  the  efficacy  of  its  precepts,  by  encou- 
raging general  difcontent,  and  by  giving  a  refpeAable  fan6lion 
and  a  fpecious  pretext  to  every  turbulent  and  feditious  difpofi- 
tion  in  the  nation.  Weak  and  inefFedual  as  fuch  a  fecurity 
would  be,  we  cannot  flatter  ourfelves  that  we  poflefs  even  that 
precarious  advantage. 

The  correfpondcnce  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  as  far  as 
is  publithed,  (conne£led  with  other  tranfadlions)  affords  abun« 
dant  proof,  that,  whatever  may  be  their  good  difpofition,  they 
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can  neither  efFedually  reprefs  the  violence  of  their  followers, 
nor  wholly  avoid  conneftions,  of  which  they  themfelvcs  ac- 
knowledge the  dangerous  tendency.  In  May  1792,  the  people 
of  Sheffield  addrefs  a  letter  to  the  Society,  requefting  its  advice, 
countenance,  and  proteflion,  and  ftyling  it  '^  their  leader  and 
direSor  in  the  great  and  neceffary  bufinefs  of  reform."  The 
Society,  as  might  be  expe6led,  return  an  anfwer  fraught 
with  the  mod  wholefome  admonitions,  and  containing  the 
founded  maxims  of  prudence .  and  difcretion.  The  Society 
**  counfels  the  people  of  Sheffield  to  obferve  a  warinefs  and 
caution  in  all  their  language  ;  becaufe,  as  the  Society  remarks, 
wary  and  cautious  language  is  the  genuine  chara6leriftic  of  mo- 
derate views."  The  Society  warns  its  pupils  of  the  dangers 
which  attend  "  ardent  indifcretion  ;"  and  concludes  "  by  con- 
gratulating them  and  the  country  on  the  intrepid  mode  rat  ism 
which  is  to  be  expefted  from  them  in  future." 

The  fruits  of  thefe  excellent  lefTons  we  have  feen  in  the  pe- 
tition from  Sheffield ;  which,  for  the  indecency  of  its  language, 
was  juftly  rejeded  by  the  Houfe.  The  doflrines  maintained 
in  the  body  of  that  petition  have  been  already  dated,  and  muft 
be  admitted  to  bear  (Ironger  fymptomsof  ^^  ardent  indifcretion," 
than  of  warinefs  or  caution."  No  part  of  the  petition  carries 
the  lead  appearance  of  |^  moderation  \'  but  the  petitioners  have 
not  wholly  difappointed  the  expedtations  of  their  leaders  and 
dire£tors ;  in  their  very  preamble,  they  take  care  to  appear 
fufficiently  "  intrepid  ;"  for  they  impeach  the  title  under  which 
the  Houfe  fits  as  a  branch  of  the  Legiflature  ;  and  they  deny 
that  we  are,  **  in  the  jud  fenfe  of  the  words,  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflfembled." 

This  is  the  only  indance,  as  far  as  can  be  colleded  from  the 
printed  proceedings  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  In  which  the 
influence  of  their  admonitions  upon  the  minds  of  their  follow^ 
crs  has  been  put  to  the  proof ;  and  in  this  indance  it  has  been 
found  of  no  weight.  Among  the  advantages  held  forth  to  the 
Public  by  this  Society,  at  the  time  of  its  inditution,  we  were 
•  aflured,  that  its  utmod  efforts  would  be  employed  to  raife  a 
dandard,  to  which  none  but  moderate  men  could  refort,  to  diC- 
countenance,  and  to  rejcft  all  communication  with  thofc  of  a 
different  defcription ;  and  by  thefe  means  to  counteraft  the 
operation  of  the  delufive  and  dedrudive  principles  contained 
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in  the  wrirings  of  Mr.  Paine.  Their  endeavours  to  accomplifh 
thefe  objefts  have  been  peculiarly  unfortunate.  In  May  1792, 
the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  addrefled  a  letter  to 
the  Friends  of  the  People,  exhorting  them  "  to  caft  away  all 
ariftocratic  referves,  and  to  contend  honeftly  and  fairly  for  the 
people's  rights^in  their  full  extent,  if  they  hoped  to  grapple  fuc- 
cefsfiilly  with  the  powerful  defpotifm  to  which  they  were  op- 
pofed." 

This  language  feems  to  have  been  properly  underftood  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends.  In  their  anfwer,  after 
feveral  animadverfions  on  the  various  refolutions  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Conftitutional  Society,  particularly  on  thofe  in 
which  an  approbation  of  the  do£lrines  of  Mr.  Paine  had  been 
exprcfled,  they  conclude  with  thefe  words:  "  We  muft  beg 
leave  to  decline  all  future  intercourfe  with  a  fociety,  whofe 
views  and  objeds,  as  far  as  we  can  coUeft  them  from  the  va- 
rious refolutions  and  proceedings  which  have  been  publiflied, 
we  cannot  help  regarding  as  irreconcileable  with  thofe  real  in- 
terefts,  on  which  you  profefs  to  inform  and  enlighten  the 
people." 

From  the  day  on  which  this  anfwer  is  dated,  to  the  end  of  the 
autumn,  the  Conftitutional  Society  continued  to  "  inform 
and  enlighten  the  people,  in  the  fame  fpirit,  and  with  increafed 
affiduity,  by  diiFufing  and  recommending  the  dodrines  of  Mr. 
Paine,  and  the  example  of  France.  In  the  month  of  No- 
vember, Mr.  John  Froft  and  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  being  invefted 
with  a  diplomatic  charaSer  by  their  brethren  of  this  fociety, 
prefented  at  the  bar  of  the  National  Convention  of  France, 
that  memorable  addrefs,  which  has  been  fo  juftly  reprobrated 
by  every  loyal  fubjeft  in  this  kingdom.  In  delivering  their 
credentials,  thefe  Ambafladors  pronounced  a  fpeech,  in  which 
they  cxprefled  a  full  confidence,  "  that  in  a  fliort  fpace  of 
time,  congratulations  would  be  received  by  a  National  Con- 
vention in  England."  Among  many  remarkable  paflages,  the 
addrefs  cdntains  a  moft  elevated  panegyric  on  *^  Aie  glorious 
vidory  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  ;"  a  day,  carefully  diftinguiftied 
from  the  ad  of  September,  by  thofe  enlightened  judgements 
which  have  deliberately  efiimated  the  comparative  merits  of 
thofe  inhuman  maflacres ;  a  day,  however,  which  differed  in 
no  eflential  circumftance  from  the  2d  of  September,  excepting 
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that  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  (according  to  mod  accounts)  more 
blood  was  flied,  and  it  was  the  blood  of  faithful  fen'ants,  en- 
gaged in  the  difcharge  of  a  lawful  duty,  and  in  the  defence  of 
the  perfon  and  family  of  a  lawful  Sovereign.  On  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  a  limited  Monarch  was  violently  depofed  from  his 
throne,  and  (to  complete  the  triumph  of  that  glorious  viftory)  was 
fbon  afterwards  committed  to  a  prifon,  which  was  never  opened 
to  him,  until  the  time  arrived  when  he  was  expofed  to  the  in- 
fult  of  a  pretended  trial,  and  led  forth,  in  the  face  q(his  fub- 
je&s,  to  fuffcr  an  ignominious  death. 

To  court  the  alliance  of  an  ufurpation,  eftabliflied  on  Aich 
crimes,  to  dignify  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  crimes  with  the  name  of 
a  glorious  vivSlory,  and  to  exprefs  an  expedation  that  a  Cmilar 
ufurpation  might  foon  be  eftabliihed  in  this  country,  was  a  con- 
du£l  and  a  language  which  not  only  indicated  *'  objeds  and 
views  utterly  irreconcileable  with  the  real  interefts  of  the 
people,"  but  an  entire  difregard  of  every  feeling  which  adorns 
the  Britifli  charafter.  If,  therefore,  in  the  month  of  May, 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  Society  thought  it  neceflarj 
to  difclaim  all  intercourfe  with  the  Conftitutional  Society,  it 
might  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  the  events  of  the  month  of 
November  would  have  rendered  all  communication  between 
them  abfolutely  impoflible. 

But  in  the  month  of  November  a  new  and  very  different  de- 
fcription  of  Societies  arofe  ;  thofe  Aflbciations,  which,  founded 
on  the  general  fenfe  of  prefent  happinefs ;  on  the  fear  of  change^ 
which  naturally  accompanies  that  fenfe  ;  on  the  fteady  loyalty, 
and  on  all  the  moral  and  religious  duties  of  a  free  and  virtuous 
people,  have  contributed  in  a  great  meafure  to  avert  the  dan- 
gers, which  at  that  time  threatened  the  very  being  of  the  con* 
ftitution  in  Church  and  State.  One  great  objefl:  of  thefe  Aflb- 
ciations  was  to  bring  to  juftice,  by  regular  procefs  of  law,  and 
by  the  verdift  of  a  jury,  the  authors  and  propagators  of  fedi- 
tious  do6lrines,  and  particularly  to  check  the  circulation  of  Mr. 
Paine's  libels,  and  to  counteradl  their  mifchievous  eiFe£b.  In 
its  principle,  this  objedt  feemed  to  accord  precifely  with  the 
profeflions  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  :  yet  ftrange  as  it  may 
appear,  at  this  critical  jun£lure,  the  Friends  of  the  People  ac- 
tually coalefced  with  many  leading  charaflers  in  the  Conftitu- 
tional  Society,  under  the  new  title  of  "  Friends  to  the  liberty 
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of  the  Prefs,"  for  the  avowed  purpofc  of  cenfurlng  thefe  laud-» 
able  aflbciations,  and  of  defeating  the  efforts  of  their  honed 
and  well-dire£ted  zeal.  It  is  not  meant  to  infinuate  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends,  by  this  junftion,  adopted 
the  general  objefts  and  views  of  thofe  perfons,  whom  they  had 
before  fo  wifely  difclaimed  ;  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  they 
confented  to  admit  thofe  perfons  to  aft  in  common  with  them 
in  purfuing  the  particular  objefts  of  the  new  inftitution ;  and 
above  all,  in  defeating  the  meafures  of  the  aflbciations  againft 
republicans  and  levellers.  Mifchievous  as  the  effefts  of  fuch 
an  union  muft  be,  even  if  they  could  be  limited  to  theprofefled 
objefts  of  this  new  foclety,  the  evil  does  not  flop  there: 

Any  degree  of  credit,  which  the  perfons  defcribed  may  be 
fuppofcd  to  derive  from  the  countenance  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman in  this  joint  purfuit,  will  be  turned  by  them  to  their 
bwn  feparate  purpofes,  and  will  be  applied  to  promote  their 
own  boundlefs  projefts  of  innovation  and  diforder.  If,  under 
the  (helterof  the  honourable  gentleman's  charafter,  they  (hould 
grow  into  authority  and  ftrength,  they  may  in  the  end  compel 
him  to  lend  his  name  and  his  talents  to  mcafures,  not  lefs  fatal 
to  his  own  interefts,  •  than  to  thofe  of  his  country.  While  he 
avows  it  to  be  his  fixed  intention  (even  in  the  extreme  cafe 
which  he  hasftated)  to  change  the  exifting  Government  of  the 
country,  his  endeavours  to  difengage  himfelf  from  any  enemy 
to  that  Government  of  any  defcription,  muft  be,  as  they  have 
been,  vain  and  fruitlefs. 

AH  the  enemies  of  the  Britifti  Conftitution  will  cling  to 
him,  in  fpite  of  his  efforts  to  fhake  them  off^,  until  their  hatred 
of  the  prefent  eftablifhment  fhall  have  been  completely  fatiated 
in  the  ruin  of  the  ftate,  in  the  mifery,  and  perhaps  in  the  blood, 
of  all  ranks  and  orders  of  the  people — 

**  Non  fnt£lura  cutem  niji  plena  cruorls  hiruA" 

Lord  Mornington  contended,  from  all  thefe  confiderations^ 
that  the  plan  of  univerfal  fuffrage,  connefted  with  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  revolution,  was  that  which  was  moft  likely 
to  be  fubflituted  in  place  of  the  prefent  fyflem  of  reprefentation ; 
before  he  fpoke  of  the  praftical  effefts  of  fuch  a  plan,  he  warned 
the  Houfe,  that  this  notion  of  extending  the  eleftive  franc^iife 
to  every  male  adult  in  the  kingdom,  was  by  no  means  the  ex* 
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treme  liintt  of  t]ie  fpeculative  principle  of  right,  in  which  it 
had  originated ;  on  the  fame  principle  is  founded  a  theory  in- 
finitely more  extenfive,  and  at  lead  equally  pradicable: 

This  curious  theory  is  to  be  found  in  a  treatife,  entitled^ 
*^  The  Social  Contraft,"  written  by  J.  J.  Roufleau;  a  work 
no  otberwife  worthy  of  attention,  than  that  it  is  known  to  be 
the  fountain  head  from  which  the  principles  of  the  French  re- 
volution have  been  derived. 

The  original  principle  of  right  on  which  the  fyftem  of  uni* 
verfal  fufFrage  rcfts,  is  ufually  expreffed  in  this  propofttian, 
*^  No  man  ought  to  be  bound  by  laws  to  which  he  has  not  con-. 
fented,  either  in  perfon,  or  by  his  reprefcntative." 

The  author  of  the  Social  Cbntradl  maintains,  that  the 
National  will  or  Sovereignty  of  the  people  cannot  be  reprefented 
at  all ;  that  every  law  which  has  not  been  ratified  by  the  people 
in  per/on,  is  null  and  void  in  its  nature  ;  that  the  people  of  £ng« 
land  ^rc  never  in  a  ftate  of  freedom,  excepting  when  they  aie 
in  the  very  aft  of  exercifing  the  elcdlive  franchife ;  and  that 
they  become  flaves  the  moment  a  general  elcdlion  is  concluded ; 
and  finally,  that  every  Government  by  reprefentation  is,  in  its 
nature,  a  tyranny,  however  extended  the  right  of  fuffrage  nuy 
be,  becaufe  the  national  will,  or,  in  other  words,  the  vote  of 
every  individual,  is  not  direfliy  confulted  in  every  a&  of  1^« 
flation. 

Having  eftabliOied  thefe  fundamental  maxims  of  his  theory, 
the  author  meets  with  a  pradlical  difficulty  of  fome  importance: 
a  people  confiding  entirely  of  legiflators,  would  not  find  much 
leifure  for  any  other  affairs  than  thofe  of  the  State.  Such  a 
nation  mud,  in  the  fird  indance,  renounce  all  the  arts  and  im« 
provements  of  civilized  fociety  ^  it  mud  renounce  every  pur- 
fuit  of  commerce,  of  trade,  and  of  manufacture,  together  witk 
the  whole  fydem  of  political  economy  in  all  its  branches,  by 
means  of  which,  the  modern  dates  of  the  world  have  been  co- 
abled  to  rife  to  public  opulence  and  profpericy,  and  to  aug« 
ment  and  diiFufe  all  the  conyeniencies  of  private  life.  But  all 
thefe  are  deemed  by  the  author  to  be  facrifices  of  no  mcKnent ; 
i— poverty  is  a  republican  virtue — ^and  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  know  how  to  form- a  juft  edimate  of  things,  the  gain 
would  be  confiderableto  every  individual,  who  (hould  exchange 
his  indudry,  his  ikilli  his  affluence,  and  his  eafe  for  a  portioa 
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ef  the  nattoaal  fovereignty»  the  ^xercife  of  whieh,  hoWevet 
barren  and  unprofitable. in  all  other  refpe^ls^  is  always  grate<- 
ful  to  the  ruling  paflions  of  vanity  and  ambition.  But  thefe 
are  not  the  only  obftacles  to  the  inftitution  of  this  incomparable 
republic.  It  is  evident,  that  tvhere  the  virhole  people  were 
called  from  hour  to  hour  to  the  fenate,  to  difcharge  the  digni- 
fied duties  of  legiflation  and  Government,  their  domeftic  con- 
cerns, and  the  ordinary  labours  of  agriculture,  muft  alfo  (land 
Hill :  the  ground  could  not  be  cultivated  ;  food  could  not  be 
provided  ;  and  thefe  proud  and  generous  republicans,  in  a  ftate 
of  perfed  freedom,  would  want  the  comnK>n  neceflfaries  of 
life,  and  be  expofed  to  all  the  calamities  of  indigence  and  fa* 
rtiine. 

The  author  of  the  Social  ContraS  fairly  confeffes,  that  h* 
defpairs  of  feeing  thefe  obftacles  furmounted  by  the  degenerate 
citizens  of  the  modern  world,  in  whofe  minds,  (he  fays}  the 
genuine  ardor  of  liberty  has  beert  utterly  extinguilhed  by  the 
bufy  fpirit  of  commerce,  by  the  deflre  of  gain,  and  by  the 
love  of  convenience.  But  in  order  to  fhew  that  his  plan  is  per- 
fedly  pradicable  among  wife  and  virtuous  men,  he  recom- 
mends, with  the  utmoft  zeal,  the  admirable  expedient,  by 
which  the.  ancient  republics  of  Greece  contrived  to  reconcile 
the  full  enjoyment  of  natural  rights,  with  the  poflibility  of  na- 
tural exiftence.  The  people  of  Greece,  he  fays>  tranfa£led  all 
public  bufmefs  in  perfon ;  they  were  all  aflfembled  from  morn- 
ing till  night  in  the  public  forum ;  they  were  not  greedy  of 
gain;  their  fole  occupation  was  the  care  of  their  liberty;  and 
all  the  menial  offices  of  their  Houfes,  and  all  the  labours  of  tho 
field.  Were  performed  for  them  by  (laves. 

Here  t;hen  (Lord  Mornington  faidj  is  the  only  pra<5licable  ar- 
rangement, by  means  of  which  the  Correfponding  Society  can 
be  gratified  with  the  fight  of  that  "  good  Government  whofe 
eftabnflicd  maxim  it  is,  that  every  man  fliould  be  his  own  Ic- 
giflator."  Here  the  petitioners  from  Derby  may  fee  the  rights 
of  man  carried  to  the  extreme  point  of  perfedion  ;  and  both 
may  learn,  that  according  to  tlicir  own  principles,  ftri£lly  and 
fairly  purfued,  civil  flavery  is  the  only  folid  bafis  of  true  poli- 
tical  liberty. 

This  is  the  natural  courfe  of  all  thofe  who  attempt  to  raifc 
Conftilutions  of  Government  on  viiionary  fpcculations  of  ab- 
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ftra£t  and  indefinite  right.  They  commence  their  career  with 
fome  fpecious  and  plaufible  theory  in  view,  but  in  endeavour- 
ing to  purfue  it,  they  are  continually  driven  from  difficulties  in 
pradice  to  contradidions  in  principle,  and  they  find  no  refting 
place,  until  they  have  reached  fome  monflrous  and  infurmount- 
able  abfurdity  :  from  thence  they  are  ccMnpelled  to  tread  back 
their  fteps,  and  to  feek  the  real  fubilance  of  liberty,  where 
alone  it  is  to  be  found,  within  the  jud  limits  of  expediency  and 
experience. 

However  extravagant  and  ridiculous  the  paflage  quoted  from 
the  Social  Contraft  may  appear  to  the  Houfe ;  for  fuch  fpccu- 
lations  on  the  nature  of  Government,  conneded  as  they  necef- 
farily  are  with  the  mod  profligate  maxims  of  immorality  and 
irreligion,  J.  J.  Roufleau  has  been  canonized  by  the  people  of 
France,  and  is  now  one  of  the  few  faints  remaining  on  their 
calendar.  Their  admiration  of  his  works,  and  their  reverence 
for  his  memory,  have  not  been  ina£tive :  they  have  imitated 
with  the  utmoft  fuccefs  his  fyftematic  difhonefty  and  his  zea- 
lous impiety ;  and  they  have  neither  been  lefs  earneft,  nor  lefs 
fuccefsful  in  eftiblifliing  his  principles  of  political  anarchy  on 
the  moft  permanent  foundations,  and  in  fecuring  their  full  ope- 
ration by  the  moft  efFeSual  provifions. 

They  began  by  extending  the  bafis  of  their  new  fyftem  of 
reprefentation  iipon  abftraft  principles  of  right:  their  next 
ftep  was  the  admiflion  of  every  male  ^dult  to  the  right  of  vot- 
ing in  fome  (lage  of  the  election  of  national  deputies ;  and 
they  are  now  advancing  rapidly  to  the  final  completion  of  thefe 
dodlrines,  by  fubmitting  to  the  direft  interference  of  every 
individual  citizen  in  every  a£t  of  legiflation  and  Govern- 
ment. 

In  endeavouring,  therefore,  to  form  fome  notion  of  the  prac- 
tical efFeds  of  the  plan  of  univerfal  reprefentation,  it  is  impof- 
fible  not  to  advert  to  the  example  of  France;  becaufe  in 
France  that  plan  has  been  reduced  to  praflice,  and  an  experi- 
ment adually  has  been  made  of  its  confequences ;  and  becaufe 
the  French  Government,  and  their  Englifti  abettors,  have  in- 
variably concurred  in  an  anxious  wifh  for  our  adoption  of  that 
plan,  as  leading  inevitably  and  fpeedily  to  the  fame  confe- 
quences in  Great  Britain.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  it  is  in 
vain  that  the  honouijable  gentleman  who  has  juft  fat  downj 
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lias  laboured  to  exclude  from  this  debate  any  reference  to  the 
fituation  and  condudl  of  France,  and  has  rejeded  the  whole  of 
that  fubje£l  as  a  dale  and  forgotten  topic :  although  queftions 
of  great  magnitude  and  importance  have  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe  fince  the  affairs  of  France  have  been  the  immedi- 
ate fubje£t  of  deliberation^  the  honourable  gentleman  will  find, 
that  a  topic,  leading  to  fuch  ferious  reflections,  and  furniihing 
fuch  ufefol  leflbns,  has  not  been  fo  foon  effaced  from  the  me- 
mory of  this  Houfe,  or  of  the  country :  the  bufinefs  of  this  day 
Hiutt  revive  every  paflage  of  thofe  tranfaftions  with  the  moft  di- 
!€&  and  forcible  application  to  the  prefent  quedion.  It  will 
be  preflTed  home  to  the  recolleftion  and  to  the  feeling  of  €very 
Britifh  fubjeft,  that  a  change  in  the  exifting  Government  (the 
avowed  objeftof  this  motion)  was  the  great  revolutionary  ma- 
chine, by  the  working  of  which,  our  enemies  trufted  to  have 
reduced  this  happy  people  to  the  level  of  their  own  miferable 
condition. 

"  Commemoratio  iJllus  fcekris  intermijfa  efiy  non  memorla  de- 
ktay  dum  genus  hominuniy  aum  pfjpuU  Roman!  nomen  exjlabii, 
(quod  quidem  ertt^  Jiper  illos  licuerii,  fempiternumj  lUa  pejiifera 
iniercejfio  nominabitur.'* 

While  the  independent  rights  of  nations,  while  the  order  of 
civil  fociety  (hall  be  held  dear  and  valuable  among  mankind ; 
while  the  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  (hall  en- 
duic>  (and  long  will  they  endure,  unlefs  deftroyed  by  fome 
ia(h  and  vain  projeft  of  pretended  reformation)  that  pernicious 
attempt  of  a  foreign  Power  to  interfere  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  People,  and,  by  that  interference,  to  fubvert  at 
one  blow  all  the  bulwarks  of  our  domeilic  happinefs,  and  of 
our  external  ftrength,  (hall  never  be  forgotten  :  it  (hall  be  re- 
membered with  the  juft  fcnfe  of  abhorrence  and  indignation 
which  muft  ever  attend  the  memory  of  Uiat  execrable  defign, 
and  with  the  gratitude  due  to  the  united  wifdom  and  loyalty  of 
the  Briti(h  people,  by  which  that  execrable  defign  was  difap- 
pointcdof  its  efFecls  :  recoUefting  as  well  the  nature  of  our  re- 
cent danger,  as  the  means  of  our  happy  deliverance,  we  (hall 
bed  repay  our  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  people,  by  endeavouring 
to  preferve  entire  that  Government,  which  is  the  deferved  ob- 
je£t  of  their  atTcclion,  and  by  cultivating  in  their  minds  a  ra- 
tional eftimation  of  its  excellence  and  value.     With  this  view^ 
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Lord  Momington  faid,  he  had  already  enumerated  the  pradical 
advantages  of  our  prefent  fituation ;  "with  the  fame  view,  he 
meant  to  contrail  thofe  advantages  with  the  pradtcal  cSeOs  of 
that  plan  of  reprefentation^  which^  he  bad  (hewn,  we  mull 
exped,  if  we  confented  to  a  change ;  and  he  hoped  to  prove 
the  miferable  error  of  thofe  who  imagine,  that  by  infufing  a 
greater  portion  of  the  fpirit  of  democracy  into  the  frame  of 
Parliament,  they  are  likely  to  give  additional  fecurity  to  the 
good,  of  which  they  cannot  deny  the  exiftence,  or  to  provide 
againft  any  one  of  the  evils  on  which  they  ground  their  com- 
plaints. What  has  been  the  operation  of  the  fyftem  of  uni- 
iterfal  fufFrage  in  France,  upon  the  fecurity  of  life,  of  liberty, 
and  of  property  ? 

It  feems  to  be  the  only  obje<El  of  their  criminal  laws,  toafflid 
and  to  deftroy  every  individual  who  can,  by  any  means,  be 
brought  within  their  reach.  Indefinite  and  con(lru£kive  crimes^ 
fummary  modes  of  trial,  arbitrary  conviSions,  and  difpro- 
portioned  punifhments,  are  the  leading  features  of  that  fan- 
guinary  code :  at  an  early  period  of  the  revolution,  the  veiy 
][>rinciple  of  mercy  was  formally  extinguiflied  in  their  judicial 
proceedings :  in  place  of  the  gracious  mercy  of  the  Crown^ 
the  populace  have  aflumed  the  exercife  of  a  new  fpecies  of  ap- 
pellate jurifdidion,  in  cafes  of  life  and  death :  if,  by  accident, 
an  unpopular  criminal  has  the  fortune  to  efcape  the  feverity  of 
the  law,  the  proceeding  is  reverfed  by  the  mob ;  the  judges  are 
compelled  to  return  to  the  feat  of  judgement,  and,  under  the 
terrors  of  aflaflination,  to  arraign  a  fecond  time,  for  the  fame 
crime,  the  perfon  who  has  been  already  legally  acquitted  by 
the  judgement  of  the  fame  tribunal.  For  it  is  now  a  received 
and  applauded  maxim  of  that  democratic  Government,  "  that 
the  vengeance  of  the  people  ought  to  fupply  the  weaknefs  of 
the  penal  laws."        ^ 

In  fhort,  no  tyranny  was  ever  fufFered  by  mankind,  in 
which  fo  little  account  was  taken  of  the  eSufion  of  human 
blood. 

That  which  is  called  liberty,  by  a  grofs  abufe  of  the 
term,  is  nothing  better  tlian  a  ftate  of  general  diforder  and 
confufion,  accompanied  with  the  mod  frequent  and  outrageous 
violations  of  perfonal  freedom.  It  is,  indeed,  true,  that  th0 
reftraipts  of  law  and  of  authosity  have  no  k>nger  any  foice^ 
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and  that  no  obligation  remains  to  bind  men  to  the  difchai^  of 
any  duty^  moral,  civil,  or  religious :  but  as  every  individual  is 
equally  free  from  thefe  irkfome  reflraints  and  duties,  it  is  be* 
come  the  intereft  of  every  man  to  feixe  the  firft  opportunity  of 
violating  the  rights  of  his  neighbour,  and  no  man  can  poflefi 
any  kind  of  fecurity  for  his  own. 

The  whole  revolution  was  originally  founded  on  the  ruin$ 
of  the  right  of  property.  Property  is  therefore  rejeded 
•with  fcorn  and  indignation  from  the  Conflitution  of  tho 
Legiflature.  So  far  from  being  refpe£ted  as  a  facred  right, 
it  is  publicly  held  up  to  the .  deteftation  of  mankind,  as  an 
odious  ufurpation  on  the  rights  of  nature.  Ail  k&s  and 
h£iions  feem  to  have  agreed,  that  it  ihould  be  treated  by 
the  Legiflature,  by  all  the  conftituted  authorities  of  the  re-* 
public,  and  by  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  as  a  common 
prey,  and  a  common  objeft  of  perfecution. 

The  natural  refult  of  thefe  diforders  has  been  to  realize  aU 
mod  all  the  inconveniences  of  the  imaginary  republic  of  J. 
J.  Roufleau;  to  fufpend  trade  and  induftry,  to  render  the  an- 
nual fupply  of  productive  labour  inadequate  to  the  fuilenance 
of  the  people,  and  to  fubjedl  them  to  the  moft  urgent  diftrefs, 
from  the  fcarcity  of  proviftons,  and  of  other  articles  of  ordi* 
nary  confumption. 

The  colleftive  opulence  of  the  ftate  is  utterly  ruined,  and 
with  it,  all  the  permanent  fources  of  public  (Irength :  but 
in  the  firft  moments  of  this  convulfion,  while  the  preiTure 
of  poverty  and  famine  renders  war  the  neceflary  policy  of 
the  Government,  the  fame  caufe  furnifhes  the  means  of  carry «- 
ing  on  hoftilities ;  armies  fpring  from  the  very  calamities  of  tha 
country ;  and  the  .ftate  is  at  once  enabled  and  compelled  to  fend 
forth  innumerable  multitudes  to  the  war,  who  can  find  neither 
employment  nor  bread  at  home.  Here  the  Houfe  may  obferve 
whether  the  new  doftrines  of  Government  tend  to  prevent  or 
alleviate  the  great  evils  of  war,  debt,  and  taxes.  It  has  been 
faid  in  this  Houfe,  that  "  war  is  the  paflion  of  States  ;*'  it 
might  have  been  added,  that  it  is  more  efpecially  the  ruling 
paflion  of  thofe  ftates,  in  whofe  conftitution  the  fpirit  of  demo* 
cracy  is  predominant ;  in  all  times,  fuch  ftates  have  been  moft 
infe43ed  with  the  Vanity  of  conqueft^  and  moft  liable  to  the 
impulfe  of  irregular  ambition : 
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But  under  the  principles  of  univerfal  reprefentation,  the  Go- 
vernment of  France  has  far  furpaffed  every  example  of  thofe 
inordinate  paflions,  which  appears  in  hiftory. 

Without  any  other  neceflity  than  that  which  arofef  from 
their  own  internal  fituation,  and  which  muft  be  attributed  to 
the  vice  of  their  new  Conftitution,  the  French  have  involved 
all  Europe  in  a  general  war.  They  have  deduced  the  pretences 
of  that  war  by  a  mod  fmgular  train  of  reafoning  from  the 
principles  of  their  own  Government. 

Their  firft  propofitlon  was,  that  the  fovereignty  of  every  na- 
tion refided  effentially  in  the  people  at  large  of  that  nation.— 
From  thence  they  drew  a  moft  extraordinary  inference,  that, 
for  the  prefent,  the  people  of  France  were  the  only  legitimate 
reprefentativcs  of  all  the  nations  in  the  world  j  and  therefore, 
during  their  temporary  cxercife  of  the  afTumed  fovereignty  of 
the  Univerfe,  every  Government  founded  on  principles  not  ex- 
aftly  conformable  to  thofe  of  the  » French  Republic,  muft  be 
treated  by  France  as  an  ufurpation  and  a  tyranny,  and  the 
people  who  fubmitted  to  it  muft  be  confidered  as  rebels  and 
traitors.  On  thcfe  grounds,  they  declared  v^ar  againft  all  the 
Governments  on  earth,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  all 
mankind ;  and  they  publifhcd  their  fefolution  of  reducing  to  a 
Oate  of  perfcfl:  freedom,  by  force  of  arms,  every  rcfraflorjr 
people,  who  fhould  dare  to  cherilh  a  fentiment  of  gratitude, 
veneration,  or  afFcdlion  for  their  ancient  iuftitutions,  or  of  al- 
legiance for  their  lawful  Prince. 

The  pride,  the  honour,  and  the  intereft  of  ^very  State  in 
Europe  were  thus  wantonly  challenged  to  defend  their  indepen* 
dent  rights  of  internal  fovereignty  ;  and  the  confequence  has 
been,  that  France  is  now  attacked  on  all  fides  by  almoft  every 
Power,  either  naval  or  military,  in  Europe. 

This  inftance  proves,  that  the  admiflion  of  every  male  adult 
in  the  realm  to  a  voice  in  the  eledion  of  the  Legiflattire,  is  not 
a  certain  and  infallible  mode  of  eftablifhing  a  pacific  fyftemof 
foreign  politics. 

With  refpeil  to  debt,  the  enormous  expence  of  this  im* 
provident  and  unjuftifiable  war  exceeds  all  bounds  of  cal- 
culation ;  it  has  feldom  fallen  fhort  of  ten  millions  fterling 
in  each  month  fince  the  commencement  of  hoftilities^  and  it 
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lAuft  increafe  with  the  increafing  force  of  the  enemy,  and  par* 
ticularly  fincc  the  acceffion  of  the  maritime  powers.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  ruinous  fource  of  expence,  the  augmentation  of  th« 
ordinary  eftablifliments,  the  mifmanagemcnt  of  the  revenues^ 
und  the  unbounded  peculation  praftifed  in  every  department  of 
the  Adminiftralion,  have  caufed  fuch  a  wafte  of  public  money, 
as  furpafles  infinitely  the  effe6h  of  the  united  extravagance  and 
corruption  of  all  the  moft  prodigal  Monarchs  that  ever  fat  on 
the  throne  of  France,  and  of  all  the  moft  profligate  Minifterft 
by  whom  thofe  Monarchs  were  governed  or  deceived. 

With  refpeft  to  taxes,  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  the  French 
Government  has  publicly  abjured  all  taxes  whatever,  together 
with  loans,  and  every  collateral  branch  of  the  fyftcm  of  finance* 
But  what  has  been  fubftituted  in  their  place  i  It  has  been  de- 
clared, that  the  ohly  refources  fit  to  fuftain  the  dignity  of  a  free 
and  fovereign  people,  are  domeftic  confifcation,  and  foreign 
plunder :  a  fcheme  of  revenue  calculated  to  perpetuate  difcord 
and  mifcry  at  home,  and  war  abroad.  The  legitimate  and  re- 
gular fources  of  public  revenue  are  not  unconnected  with  the 
cafe  and  affluence  of  the  people  ;  they  are  fought  in  the  fu« 
perabundant  profits  of  labour,  of  (kill,  and  of  enterprize,  or 
in  the  fuperfluities  of  luxury  and  wealth.  But  the  new  re- 
fources are  drawn  from  the  exile  and  ruin  of  all  the  great 
hnded  proprietors,  whofe  property  is  confifcated,  becaufe  they 
will  not  expofe  their  lives,  by  returning  to  a  country,  which 
has  been  rendered  uninhabitable  to  all  moderate  and  honeft 
men.  This  is  the  reformed  plan  of  finance  which  we  are  to 
exped,  under  the  new  Government  in  Great  Britain.  Its 
operation  is  plain  and  fimple  ;  taxes  will  no  longer  be  levied 
according  to  thofe  intricate  and  complicated  regulations,  which 
arc  now  fo  embarraffing  both  to  thofe  who  colleft,  and  to  thofe 
who  pay.  The  land  itfelf  will  be  diredlly  confifcated,  and  the 
landed  intereft  will  be  utterly  extirpate<l.  The  tree  itfelf  will 
be  cut  down,  as  the  moft  eafy  and  expeditious  way  of  gathering 
its  fruit. 

Such  are  the  praSical  effcSs  of  univerfal  reprefentation  in 
France.    To  afcribe  all  thcfe  effe£ls  either  to  the  peculiar 
charadcr  of  that  people,  or  to  their  unfitnefs  to  receive  the  . 
bleflings  of  liberty,  from  their  long  habits  of  flavery,  would 

Vol.  XXXV.  3N 


4s8  PA:RLIAMENTART  a.  1793. 

be  to  deny  to  ourfelves  the  ufe  of  a  moft  inftruftive  and  falu* 
tary  leiTon.  Making  a  reafonable  allowance  for  all  the  pecu- 
liar circumftances  of  their  cafe,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  fc- 
Yereft  fufFerings  and  the  moft  atrocious  crimes  of  that  unfor- 
tunate people,  are  the  genuine  and  legitimate  offspring  of  the 
erroneous  and  fatal  principles  of  Government,  on  which  they 
have  founded  their  reformed  Conftitution.  The  malignancy 
of  thofe  principles  is  fo  a£tive  and  powerful,  that  no  nation  on 
earth  could  long^withftand  their  operation:  and  it  would  be 
the  greateft  degree  of  arrogance  to  expefl,  that  even  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  could  maintain  their  charafter  of  wifdom, 
juftice,  or  humanity,  under  a  total  relaxation  of  thofe  reftraints 
of  order,  which  the  nature  of  human  infirmity  renders  nolefs 
cfTential  to  the  prefervation  of  every  moral  quality,  than  of 
every  civil  advantage. 

The  refult  of  all  thefe  confiderations  is.  That  the  benefits 
aflually  enjoyed  by 'the  nation  are  invaluable;  that  no  proof 
either  has  been,  or  can  be,  eftabli(bed  of  their  being  uncon- 
neded  with  the  prefent  Conftitution  of  Parliament  ;  and  that 
there  is  the  ftrongeft  prefumption  of  an  intimate  conne&ion 
fubfifting  between  them ;  That  in  comparifon  with  thefe  bene- 
fits, the  grievances  alledged  are  trivjial  and  infignificant;  and 
that  they  can  in  no  degree  be  imputed  to  the  alledged  defeds 
in  the  reprefentation  \  and  above  all,.  That  the  Conftitution 
likely  to  be  given  to  us  in  exchange  for  what  we  now  poflefs, 
fo  far  from  fecuring  any  one  praftical  good,  or  alleviating  any 
alledged  or  pradical  evil,  would  utterly  fubvert  every  founda«* 
tion  of  our  prefent  happinefs  and  profperity;  would  aggravate 
every  evil  of  which  any  man  now  can  complain ;  and  introduce 
many  others  of  infinitely  greater  magnitude,  and  of  far  more 
mifchievous  confequences. 

,  For  thefe  reafons,  the  public  good  requires,  that  no  altera* 
tion  (hould  be  made  in  the  exifting  frame  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid— Sir,  the  noble  Loid  who  hat 
juft  fat  down,  has  pronounced  a  very  warm  panegyric  on  the 
Britiih  conftitutioii ;  he  has  very  ably  argued  the  three  quefti- 
ons  which  he  h^s  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe ; 
but  he  has  not  treated  with  great  faimefs  fome  of  the  ftatements 
made  by  my  honourable  friend;  and  I  feel  myfelf  under  the 
neceflity  of  difputing^  fome  of  the  conclufions  to  which  he  has 
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cotne,  upon  the  groui^ds  which  himfelf  has  advanced.  What« 
ever  ftatement  of  confequences  my  honourable  friend  may  have 
iQade,  as  involved  in  the  difcuflion  of  the  queftion  before  you^ 
the  fame  confequences  were  equally  involved  af  every  time 
when  the  propofition  has  been  made.  There  is  no  novelty  in 
the  matter ;  and  if  a  change  of  Government  is  now  to  enfue 
from  a  refonp  of  the  reprefentation,  a  change' of  Government 
would  equally  have  been  the  refult  of  fuccefs  at  every  one  of  the 
numerous  periods  when  it  has  been  agitated  in  this  Houfe.  But 
the  noble  Lord  has  taken  fome  pains. to  confound  things  which 
I  hold  to  be  perfeSly  diftinft  ;  namely,  the  Government  and  the 
Omftiiution  of  the  country.  To  preferve,  and  not  to  fubvert,  is 
our  aim ;  and  wiih  that  view  we  wifli  to  reform  a  part  of  the 
Adminiilration  of  the  Conftitution.  This  only  can  be  meant 
by  my  honourable  friend,  when  he  candidly  dates  to  you,  that» 
if  he  fucceeds  in  perfuading  the  Houfe  to  adopt  his  motion,  it 
leads  to  a  change  of  the  Government.  But,  Sir,  I  would  put 
it  to  the  noble  Lord,  and  to  all  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  fpo- 
ken  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion,  and  who  come  under  the 
defcription  given  by  an  honourable  Member  laft  night,  of  thoie 
''  to  whom  no  time  nor  mode  would  reconcile  the  xiueftion  of 
parliamentary  reform,"  whether  it  is  not  their  boundeh  duty  to 
enter  the  inquiry  propofed  by  my  honourable  friend  ?  I  take  it 
for  granted  they  will  not  deny  the  exiftence  of  a  very  numerous 
body,  difcontented  with  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  give  fatisfaftion  to  thofe  perfons  ?  If 
we  go  into  a  Committee,  and  find,  on  inquiry,  that  the  com- 
plaints ftated  in  the  petitions  are  unfounded,  there  will  be  an 
end  of  the  bufmefs.  But  if  the  grievances  are  found  to  be  real^ 
then  a  remedy  ought  inftantly  to  be  applied.  It  is  a  qildlioa 
which  ought  to  be  at  reft  ;  and  it  can  only  be  fo  after  a  folemn 
and  deliberate  inveftigation  of  its  merits.  I  would  put  it  to 
my  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Windham)  who,  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  night's  debate,  confidered  the  mover  of  this  pro- 
poiition  as  a  mere  point  in  a  vaft  fyftcm  which  pervades  all  Eu- 
rope ;  and  the  motion  as  only  a  driblet  from  a  great  fource  of 
anarchy  and  confufion,  affuming  parliamentary  reform  as  a 
pretext, ,  but  the  real  objeft  of  which  is  to  deftroy  all  cftabliihed 
conftitution  ;  and  who  has  faid,  that  thefe  opinions,  if  fairly 
and  early  met,  are  capable  of  refutation  \  nay,  that  he  would 
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confent  to  be  call^  **  the  baby  of  a  girl/'  if  he  did  not  deftroj 
and  cruih)  wherever  he  could  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
them  ;  but  that  if  fuffered  to  grow  up,  they  would  become  fa 
formidable,  as  not  to  be  conquered  by  any  human  ability.— > 
Would  it  not,  I  fay,  be  confident  with  the  manlinefs  of  con- 
dud,  with  the  talents  of  my  right  honourable  friend,  with  the 
fenfe  of  the  danger  he  profeiTes  of  fuifering  thefe  opinions  to  gf> 
uncontroverted,  to  put  himfelf  in  a  fituation  where  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  fully  difcufling  them  ;  of  confuting  and 
fupprefling  that  which  he  hokis  to  be  dedrudive  to  the  well  be- 
ing of  fociety  i  Sir,  upon  his  own  arguments,  he  ought  to 
vote  with  us  for  going  into  a  Committee.  But,  Sir,  is  it  a 
faSy  that  my  honourable  friend  has  propofed  to  you  any  novel 
or  fpeculative  opinions  i  Diredly  the  revcrfe.  He  has  placed 
upon  your  table  a  petition,  complaining  of  grievances,  of  the 
exigence  of  which  the  petitioners  deem  themfelves  competent 
judges.  It  is  propofed  to  this  Houfe  to  go  into  an  inveftiga- 
tion  of  their  complaints,  and  to  adminider  fuch  relief  as  to 
their  wifdom  (hall  feem  meet.  The  whole  is  conftitutionally 
before  you.  But  the  petition  is  fomewhat  unufual,  from  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  drawn.  It  goes  into  a  detail  of  fads, 
fome  of  which  are  dire£Uy  in  the  teeth  of  certain  refoiutioos 
entered  on  your  journals.  The  refolution  and  petition  cannot 
bodi  remain.  The  petition  ftates,  that  the  underiigned  are 
leady  to  prove  that  Peers  have  a  pofitive  nomination  of  Members 
toferve  in  this  Houfe.  We  annually  refolve, "  That  it  is  a  hi^ 
infringement  upon  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  cf 
Great  Britain^  for  any  Lord  of  Parliament  to  concern  himjdf 
in  the  election  of  Members  toferve  in  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Per- 
liament.*'  What  is  the  courfe  then  to  be  purfued?  You  muft 
cither  refcind  your  refolution,  or  expunge  the  petition  from 
your  journals.  You  cannot  aft  with  dignity  and  honour  in  any 
other  way.  The  allegations  in  the  petition  are  either  true,  or 
they  are  not.  If  true,  a  remedy  ought  to  be  fought  for  and 
applied.  If  they  are  not  true,  the  perfons  who  have  figned  that 
petition  are  guilty  of  a  grofs  libel,  and  deferve  puniihmcnt. 
Extricate  yourfelves  from  the  dilemma ! ! 

In  contradidion  to  the  aifertion  fo  repeatedly  made  by  mj 
right  honourable  friend,  but  which  the  power  of  his  abilities 
will  not  be  able  to  maintain^  I  take  upon  me  to  fay^  that  mc* 
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taphyfical  opinions  have  nevec,  in  any  inftance,  produced  a  re* 
volution.    The  engine  with  which  Providence  has  thought  fit 
to  operate  thefe  mighty  events,  has  been  of  a  different  defcrip^r 
tion ;  the  feelings  of  the  governed^  rendered  defperate  by  the  grind 
ing  opprejjion  of  their  governors  ;  and  there  is  no  faying  more 
ftri£Uy  true  than  this,  thsft  <'  Times  make  men,  but  men  never 
make  the  times/'    What  brought  about  that  great  event  the 
reformation  ?  Not  the  theories  or  fpeculations  of  philofophers^ 
but  the  impolitic  avarice  and  injuftice  of  the  Church  of  Rome* 
What  brought  about  the  cataftrophe  of  Charles  the  Firft  ?— 
what  the  revolution  in  this  country  i — ^The  oppreflions  of  the 
executive  Government.    To  the  fame  caufe  America  owes  her 
freedom.  Lafily,  what  brought  about  the  revolution  in  France  i 
The  mifery  of  the  people ;    the  pride,  injuftice,  avarice,  and 
cruelty  of  the  Court.    The  great  chara£ters  who  have  aded  in 
thefe  different  fcenes,  have  had  but  little  power  to  produce 
them.     Luther,  Cromwell,    or  Waihington,   the  illuftrious 
perfons  who  appeared  at  the  sera  of  the  Engliih  revolution,  or 
the  wild  vifionaries  of  France,  could  never  have  perfuaded  the 
people  to  rife,  unaflifted  by  their  own  miferies  and  the  ufurp^ 
ations  of  power.     When  the  feelings  of  men  are  roufed  by  in* 
jury,  then  they  attempt  innovation  ;  then  the  dodrines  of  en- 
thufiafts  find  ready  accefs  to  their  minds.     The  people  are  aU 
ways  long  fufFering  ;  and  unlefs  tliey  are  moit  grofsly  abufed» 
no  apprehenfions  are  to  be  entertained  from  any  fpeculative 
opinion  upon  Government.     But,  Sir,  in  defending  my  ho- 
nourable friend  and  myfelf  from  the  imputation  of  being  theo. 
retical  innovators,  I  mud  take  notice  of  one  theorift  who  has 
appeared  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate  ;  I  mean  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Jenkinfon)  who  immediately  followed  my  ho- 
nourable friend  lad  night.     He  gave  us  an  account  of  a  Uoufe 
of  Commons  formed  after  his  own  imagination,  in  which  all 
the  different  interefts  of  the  kingdom  would  be  indeed  mod  ac- 
curately and  nicely  balanced  \  but  the  texture  was  fuch  as  never 
did,  nor  ever  would  exid.     One  Member  more  than  he  has 
appropriated  to  either  of  the  clafTes  of  army,  navy,  commer* 
cial,  legal  or  landed  intereft,  would  deftroy  the  whole  of  his 
chimerical  fyflem.     One  other  notable  expedient  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  has  fallen  upon — that  of  fettling  who  the  ele^ed 
ibould  bej  before  he  went  in  fearch  of  the  ele^ors.    With  all' 
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deference,  I  fliould  conceive  that,  having  nominated  the  repre- 
fentatives,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  fmall  importance  who  (hould 
perform  the  farce  of  returning  them.  That  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  alfo  exprcfled  his  prediledion  for  what  is  ufualljr 
called  the  rotten  part  of  the  conftitution,  (the  fmall  boroughs) 
becaufe  they  furnilh  us  with  Members  of  diftinguifhed  ability, 
(fuch  as  the  prcfent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  who  would 
not,  from  the  expence,  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  conteft 
any  popular  eledion.  The  obfervation  is  not  new ;  bat  the 
anfwer  to  it  is  plain  ;  if  eleftions  were  condufted  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  ought  to  be,  the  reprefentation  would  be  ac-* 
ceflible  at  all  places  to  perfons  of  moderate  fortune ;  whereas 
it  is  now  impoffible,  ufually  fpeaking,  for  the  younger  branches 
of  families  to  (land  contefted  ele<£lions ;  and  the  people  are  de- 
prived of  men  of  ability  for  their  reprefentativcs.  But  1  will 
take  a  definition  of  what  a  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  be, 
from  a  Tory  writer,  (Dean  Swift),  in  oppofition  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  defcribed  to  us  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Speaking  of  the  conditution  of  this  country,  that  writer  fays, 
'*  The  other  part  of  the  Parliament  confifts  of  an  Aflembly, 
called  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  are  all  principal  gentlemen, 
freely  picked  and  culled  out  by  the  people  themfelves  for  their 
greatabilitiesandloveof  their  country,  to  rcprefent  the  wifdom 
of  the  whole  nation."  This  is  the  Houfe  of  Commons  I  wi(h 
^o  fee  ;  this  is  the  choice  I  wifli  to  be  reftored  to  the  people. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  alfo  faid,  that  many  boroughs 
have  been  thrown  open  fince  the  paflling  of  Mr.  Grenville's  aft. 
Have  the  people  been  advantaged  by  the  decifions  under  that 
aft  ?  I  believe  that  nine-tenths  of  the  Committees  employed 
in  difcufling  controverted  rights  of  eleftions,  have  not  fettled 
any  thing  that  can  tend  to  the  good  of  the  people  ;  that  it  is 
wholly  out  of  their  power.  They  may,  indeed,  have  decided 
whether  fuch  a  Lord,  or  fuch  a  great  Commoner,  have  got 
the  reprefentation  of  a  certain  borough  into  their  hands,  or 
whether  it  is  to  be  divided  between  them,  and  each  to  fend  a 
Member  to  this  Houfe.  Or  by  the  right  of  voting  being  en- 
larged, it  may  become  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  interefts 
of  the  proprietor  may  not  be  endangered  by  the  oppofition  of 
fome  wealthy  Nabob.— [A  cryof '*  Order  !*']^Sir,  am  I  too 
free  in  what  I  am  faying  ?    Am  I  idling  ag^ft  your  orders  J 
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It  may  be  fo  ;  but  if  thefe  things  fhould  meet  your  ear  upon 
the  very  ftcp s  of  this  Houfc,  as  you  defcend  from  the  chair,  can 
you  contradifl  them?  Sir,  you'cannot.  /  do  know^  and  the 
petitioners  who  have  figned  the  petition  now  upon  your  table 
are  ready  to  prove j  that  many  Members  are  nominated  by  indi- 
viduals to  ferve  in  this  Houfe.  Refute  the  charge  f  We  can- 
not. Apply  the  remedy  !  We  will  not  confent  to  that.  Then 
at  lead  tell  the  people  of  England,  We  have  inveftigated  your 
ftatement,  and  we  find  it  to  be  true  ;  but  we  can  prove  to  you 
that  the  country  i&  as  well  governed,  and  that  things  go  on 
as  well  now,  as  they  would  do  'if  the  reprefentation  were  re- 
formed. 

The  noble  Lord  dated  as  an  inftance  of  the  vigour  of  the 
eonftitution,  as  now  adminiftered,  in  the  vafl  increafe  of  our 
commerce  within  the  period  fmce  the  American  war.  Of  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  upon  this  Houfe,  by  means  of  the  re- 
venue raifed  upon  that  commerce,  we  complain,  as  de(lru£tivc 
to  the  conftitution.  He  has  alfo  afked,  with  a  degree  of  triumph, 
at  what  time  did  the  grievance  of  the  national  debt  originate  ? 
Sir,  the  time  of  its  origin  matters  not :  if,  when  the  conftitu- 
lion  was  planted  at  the  Revolution,  was  alfo  planted  thai^ 
which  in  time  was  to  operate  its  de{lru£lion,  we  are  not  to 
confecrate  the  evil  from  a  fuperAitious  regard  to  the  moment 
of  its  birth ;  but  we  are  to  take  precautions  to  prevent  its 
firangling  the  fit  and  legitimate  objc£l  of  our  veneration. 

Some  notice  has  been  taken  (by  way  of  difcrediting  the  pe- 
titions) of  the  names  by  which  they  are  figned  ;  and  the  name 
of  Mr.  Hardy,  who,  by  the  way,  has  not  fubfcribed  the  peti- 
tion more  inunediately  in  queftion,  has  been  particularly  men- 
tioned, with  an  allufion  to  his  conduct  during  the  lad  fummer. 
This  I  take  to  be  wholly  unparliamentary  and  irregular.  I  do 
not  ftand  up  in  defence  of  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Hardy *s  con- 
du£t ;  but  if  he  has  in  any  manner  offended  againd  the  laws 
pf  his  country.  His  Majefty's  fervants  are  refponfible  for  not 
having  put  the  laws  in  execution  agaiofl  him«  But  whatever 
may  have  been  his  condud  out  of  this  Houfe,  he  appears  bet 
fore  us  in  a  manner  prefcribed  and  authorifed  by  the  conditu^ 
tion  \  complaining  of  grievances  ;  and  to  his  complaint  we  are 
as  much  bound  to  pay  attention  as  to  the  complaint  of  any  other 
of  His  Majedy's  fubje£ts  whatever. 
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Infinuations  have  been  thrown  out  againft.  the  AfTociation  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People y  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong. 
All  I  (hall  fay  upon  that  fubjeft  is,  that  we  formed  ourfclvcs 
into  a  fociety,  on  principles  truly  conftitutional ;  that  we  ia 
no  one  inftance  have  deviated  from  the  precife  objeft  of  our 
in.'litution  ;  that  we  have  been  led  aftray  by  no  change  of  cir- 
cumftances ;  that  we  have  foismed  no  connections  incompatible 
with  our  declarations  ;  and  that  we  have  proceeded  to  the  end 
we  have  in  view  with  <*  intrepid  moderation."  This,  Sir, 
is  an  expreflion  contained  in  one  of  our  publications  which  the 
noble  Lord  has  attempted  to  ridicule  \  but  are  intrepidity  and 
moderation,  in  fa£t,  incongruous  ?  The  reverfe  is,  I  believe, 
the  cafe;  and  that  if  ever  we  meet  with  true  intrepidity  of 
charafler,  we  fliall  find  it  connefted  with  moderation*  I 
truft  and  hope  the  people  of  this  country  will  always  be  mode- 
rate in  demanding  their  rights;  at  the  fame*time,  I  (houid 
think  our  national  charafter  much  degenerated,  if  they  were 
not  aflerted  with  intrepidity. 

The  noble  Ix)fd  has  accufed  us  of  coalefcing  with  perfons, 
with  whom  we  had  formerly  declared  we  would  hold  no  in- 
tercourfe,  their  views  being  incompatible  with  thofe  we  enter- 
tained ;  I  mean  the  Members  of  the  Conftitutional  Society. 
The  fhort  anfwer  to  that  accufation  is,  that  we  have  formed  no 
fuch  coalition.  But  I  underftand  the  fociety  for  the  prcferva-' 
tion  of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  to  be  pointed  at — a  fociety  totally 
unconnefted  with  the  Friends  of  the  People,  Sir,  at  a  time 
when  affociations  were  forming  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
upon  what  I  Ihall  always  deem  the  moft  unconftitutional  prin*' 
ciple,  that  of  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  the  executive  Power ; 
(for  if  the  law  has  not  made  the  hand  of  power  ftrong  enough, 
by  the  law  it  ought  to  be  ftrengthened,  and  force  can  never  be 
given  to  it  in  any  other  way,  but  by  a  furrender  of  fomc  of  the 
privileges  of  the  people)  the  operation  of  thefe  bodies  appeared 
fo  pernicious,  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  aflbciate  to  fup- 
port  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  which  feemed  to  be  principally 
in  danger  ;  and  I  have  the  pleafure  to  think  that  in  ftemming 
this  tide  we  have  not  been  wholly  unfuccefsful.  To  thefe 
meetings  fome  of  the  perfons  alluded  to  certainly  came ;  but 
had  the  noble  Lord  received  a  faithful  report  of  our  proceed- 
ings, he  would  have  found,  that  no  coalition  bad  taken  place 
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between  thofe  perfons  and  the  Friends  of  the  People;  that, 
on  the  contrary,  if  any  difpofition  has  been  manifefted  to  devi- 
ate from  the  juft  limit  of  the  Conftitution,  it  has  been  con- 
ftantly  and  fuccefsfully  refifted  by  my  honourable  friends  around 
me. 

I  cannot  but  confider  it  as  a  bad  omen^  that  the  appellation  by 
■which  the  fociety  to  which  I  belong  Is  diftinguiflied,  "  The 
Friends  of  the  People,"  (hould,  when  mentioned  in  this 
Houfe,  be  always  received  with  a  fneer.  It  appears,  that 
gentlemen  confider  it  as  a  term  of  reproach.  Certainly,  no 
reproach  ought  to  attach  upon  the  term  \  and  I  truft  that  as 
long  as  I  have  an  exiftence  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  and 
during  the  whole  of  my  natural  exiftence,  I  fliall  always  be 
iound  a  friend  of  the  people,  and  a  defender  of  their  juft  and 
conftituiional  rights. 

I  fliall  beg  leave  to  touch  upon  one  other  topic  which  has 
been  ftrongly  infifted  upon,  in  the  coUrfe  of  this  debate,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  have  an  intereft  diftin6l  from 
that  of  their  conftitucnts ;  and  as  a  correSive  to  this  monftrous 
doftrine,  it  is  faid,  that  whenever  the  people  fpeak,  their 
voice  is  heard  and  attended  to.  Sir,  I  maintain  that  there 
ought  to  be  an  idencity  of  intereft  between  the  people  and  their 
reprefentatives ;  not  can  I  conceive  any  thing  more  deftrudive 
to  the  true  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  than  tliofe  fudden 
impulfes  which  are  at  times  given  to  the  deliberations  of  this 
Houfe  by  the  expreffion  of  the  popular  will.  We  are  thus 
not  unfrequently  betrayed  into  fituations  inconfiftent  with  our 
dignity ;  we  are  thus  driven  to  refolutions  diredlly  at  variance 
with  each  other.  I  will  inftance  to  you  the  cafe  of  the  two 
laft  years.  In  1791,  this  Houfe  came  to  a  vote,  virtually  de- 
claring, that  it  was  eflential  to  the  balance  of  Europe  that  Oc- 
zakow  (hould  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks.  In  1792, 
they  voted  the  converfe  of  that  propofition.  This  could  never 
have  happened,  were  the  Houfe  of  Commons  properly  elected, 
and  for  Ihort  periods.  Another  bad  efFeS  arifing  from  this 
momentary  attention  to  the  wifti  of  the  people,  is,  that  when 
the  people  relax  in  their  efforts,  the  Houfe  becomes  fupine. 
We  have  an  example  of  this  in  the  cafe  of  the  flave  trade. 
What  produced  the  majority  upon  that  fubjedl  in  the  laft  year  ? 
The  voice  of  the  people.    Why  has  the  queftion  failed  in  thi» 
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feffion  ?  Becaufe  the  minds  of  the  people  have  been  diverted 
from  the  queftion,  and  they  have  not  perlifted  in  their  demands. 
The  Houfe  of  Commons  w^as  intended  to  be  clefted  by,  and 
.to  aft  for,  the  people,  and  not  to  be  influenced  by  every  popu- 
lar  guft,  which  might  fanftion  an  imputation  of  its  Members 
not  being  in  the  habitual  difcharge  of  their  duty. 

An  honourable  Baronet  over  againft  me,  (Sir  William 
Young)  has  faid  that  this  country  has  become  fo  corrupt, 
through  her  commerce,  that  corruption  is  neceflary  to  its  Go- 
vernment. To  this  I  will  reply,,  in  the  words  of  a  celebrated 
proteft,  ufually  afcribed  to  a  right  honourable  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  (Mr.  Burke),  "  If  it  is  meant  to  infinuate  that  cor- 
ruption is  neceffary  to  Government,  I  (hall  leave  that  principle 
to  confute  itfelf  by  its  own  apparent  iniquity."  If  it  be  ad- 
mitted that  corruption  is  one  of  the  fprings  of  Government,  if 
we  are  come  to  this  mod  deplorable  pafs,  that  corruption  is  fo 
interwoven  with  every  part  of  the  community  of  this  country, 
that  nothing  proceeds  but  by  its  influence,  we  are  much  nearer 
to  fome  awful  crifis  than  I  am  willing  to  imagine.  On  this 
fyftem,  things  may  proceed  for  a  time,  but  they  will  come  to 
'  a  fudden  and  tremendous  termination. 

And  now.  Sir,  with  permiflion  of  the  Houfe,  I  will  fay  a 
few  words  upon  the  time  in  which  this  motion  is  brought  be- 
fore you.  Any  objeftion  upon  that  fcore,  unlefs  forewarned, 
I  fliould  not  have  expeftcd  from  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man over  againft  me  (Mr.  Pitt) ;  for  he  has  propofed  the  fub- 
jeft  of  parliamentary  reform  to  this  Houle  under  almoft  every 
variety  of  circumftance.  But  the  time  at  which  my  honour- 
able friend  gave  notice  of  his  motion  in  the  laft  year,  did  not 
appear  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  be  fitting  for  thc^ 
agitation  of  the  queftion,  although  we  were  then  at  peace,  and 
had  a  profpeft  of  its  continuance  for  fifteen  years,  becaufe  there 
exifted  a  fpirit  of  fedition  and  difcontent  in  the  country.  Hovr 
did  the  event  aqfvver  to  that  aflcrtion  i  The  people,,  whca 
called  upon  from  one  end  of  the  natioato  the  other,.  exprcITcd 
their  loyalty,  fo  as  to  difprove  in  the  fuUeft  manner  every  af- 
perfion  that  had  been  thrown  upon  them  by  Government.  The 
objeftion  was  not  valid  on  that  ground  ;  but  now  we  areaSu- 
ally  at  war,  and  therefore  the  time  is  improper.  My  opinioii 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  time  is  (hortly  this — that  from  the  fluflu* 
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ation  of  hum^  events,  efpecially  in  this  eventful  sera,  that 
it  would  be  almoA  impoflible  to  begin  and  perfeft  a  work  of  fuch 
magnitude,  under  circumftances  precifely  fimilar :  beginning 
in  peace,  we  might  end  in  war  ;  and  as  we  now  propofe  to  you 
to  confider  it  in  time  of  war,  I  truft,  even  m  cafe  of  its  fpeedy 
termination,  that  it  would  be  conchided  in  peace. 

No  time  can  be  improper  for  doing  what  is  right ;  but  that 
^fall  others  will  appear  to  me  to  be  the  befiy  in  which  the  object  it 
the  mojl  likely  to  be  obtained.  But  let  us  confider  the  argument 
of  time,  with  a  reference  to  the  confiftency  of  our  opponents, 
A  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas,)  on  whofe  ac»- 
count  the  anti-reformers  have,  Ihope,  held  a  jubilee,  becaufc 
there  is  more  joy  in  Heaven  over  one  that  repents  than  ov.er 
ninety  juft,  has  thought  proper  to  accede  in  this  feflion  to  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  government  of  the  Royal  burghs 
in  Scotland,  which  had  a  view  certainly  to  the  reprefentation 
of  that  country.  In  Ireland,  which,  it  will  not  be  improper 
to  fay,  is  very  materially  influenced  by  Englifh  Councils,  the 
Parliament  have  thought  proper  to  take  the  ftatc  of  their  re- 
prefentation into  confideration.  In  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
then,  there  is  no  impropriety  in  the  agftaiion  of  this  queftion 
at  this  particular  crifis.  In  England  there  is.  Whence  arifes 
this  difference  ?  Sir,  I  will  tell  you.  The  people  of  Scot- 
land had  been  tampered  with  rather  too  long,  and  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  his  laftvifit  to  that  country,  may  have  feen  the 
ncceflity  of  attending  to  their  complaints.  The  people  of  Ire^ 
land  wers  determinsd  to  be  lijiened  to.  In  England,  the  people 
are  not  fuflSciently  roufed  upon  the  fubjcdl  to  appear  formida- 
ble to  thofe  in  power.  Whenever  they  are,  whether  it  be  peace 
or  war,  the  time  will  and  muft  appear  proper.  It  is  the  part 
of  wife  men,  however,  to  concede  in  treafon.  I  have  no  ob- 
jedion  to  the  example ,  of  France  being  prefled  upon  us,  to 
prevent  our  running  into  the  wild  excefles  which  have  difgrac- 
ed  that  country. 

But  let  us  take  the  whole  queftion  into  our  confideration  at 
once  ;  and  when  we  behold  with  horror  and  difmay  the  atro- 
cious acls  which  have  been  perpetrated  under  the  name  of  li- 
berty, let  us  not  forget  the  preceding  defpotifm  which  gene- 
rated thofe  crimes.  Let  us  learn  from  the  example  of  the  old 
Government  In  France,  to  give  way  to  the  people  in  time :  to 
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grant  them  their  rights.  Such  are  the  only  means  tofavc  our- 
felves  from  the  horrors  of  anarchy.  It  has  been  the  infatuation 
of  all  governments,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  to  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  t^e  complaints  of  the  people ;  to  opprefs  them  till 
they  become  defperate :  when  they  are  roufed  to  a  •furious 
fenfe  of  their  wrongs,  then  you  are  willing  to  make  unlimited 
conqeffions;  but  it  is  then  too  late;  the  bonds  of  fociety  arc 
diflblved,  and  you  muft  take  the  confequences  of  your  own  ob- 
ftinacy  and  blindnefs.  Itxsyety  I  truft,  time  to  give  health 
and  vigour  to  our  Conftitution  ;  but  a  much  longer  delay  may 
'  be  productive  of  confequences  upon  which  I  tremble  to  refleft. 
Therefore  it  is  I  would  earneftly  entreat  this  Houfe  to  go  into 
an  inveftigation  of  the  fads  contained  in  the  petition  which 
has  been  prefented  by  my  honourable  friend,  and  to  apply  a 
remedy  to  the  grievances  of  which  it  complains. 

I  confefs,  however,  that  I  can  be  but  little  anxious  about 
the  fate  of  the  queftion  immediately  before  you,  becaufe,  from 
the  experience  which  I  have  of  the  influence  poiTefled  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  all  the  deliberations  of  this 
Houfe,  and  from  a  knowledge  of  his  oppofition,  any  hope  of 
fuccefs  is  entirely  out  of  the  queftion-  \A general  cry  ofOrder!^ 
Sir,  faid  Mr-  Whitbread,  what  I  have  faid  may  here  be  difor- 
derly  ;  but  without  your  doors  //  is  true  ;  and  from  my  know- 
ledge of  that  truth,  I  repeat  that  I  entertain  little  anxiety  on 
the  fate  of  the  prefent  queftion  :  but  I  believe  in  the  predidion 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  who,  in  a  prophetic  fpirit,  has 
declared,  that  before  the  clofe  of  this  century,  an  amendment 
would  be  made  in  the  reprefentation .  Whether  we  will  or  not, 
the  thing  will  be  done  ;  and  it  would  be  policy,  as  well  asjuf- 
tice,  to  anticipate  the  demands  of  the  people.  Neither  my 
honourable  friend,  who  has  made  you  this  motion,  nor  I,  nor 
any  of  thofe  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  aft, 
have  any  intention  to  infringe  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
or  to  encroach  on  the  ariftocratical  part  of  the  Conftitution ; 
we  wifli  only  to  reftore  to  the  democracy  that  power  which  it 
ought  to  poflefs. 

To  conclude  all  I  have  to  fay  on  the  fubjeft,  in  the  words 
of  a  celebrated  proteft,  to  which  I  before  made  fome  allufion, 
**  That  this  motion  is  intended  to  diminifli  the  conftitutional 
power  of  the  Crown,  wc  deny.    The  conftitutional  power  of 
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the  Crown  we  are  no  lefs  folicitous  to  preferve,  than  we  are  to 
diminifli  its  unconftitutional  influence." 

**  It  has  been  argued,  that  this  is  not  a  proper  time  for  re- 
formation, when  all  the  attention  of  the  kingdom  fhould  be 
employed  upon  the  war,  as  the  great  and  only  objed:  in  the 
prefent  time  of  diftrefs ;  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  infift,  that 
the  prefent  is,  for  that  very  reafon,  the  propeteft  time,  becaule 
nothing  is  fo  eflential  to  the  conduA  and  profecution  of  the 
i^ar,  as  the  frugal  management  of  that  fupply  by  which  only 
it  can  be  carried  on  with  any  profpeft  of  fucccfs  ;  and  from 
the  hiftory  of  this,  as  well  as  other  countries,  times  of  neccf- 
fity  have  been  always  times  of  reform." 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  he  did  not  know  whether  to 
condemn  moft,  the  manner  in  which  the  fubjeft  was  brought 
forward,  the  time  of  its  introduflion,  or  the  fubjeft  matter 
itfelf.  With  refpeft  to  the  manner  of  its  being  brought  for- 
ward, he  thought  it  improper  to  introduce  fuch  a  general  mo- 
tion as  that  of  referring  the  petition  to  a  Committee,  indead 
of  dating  a  fpecific  plan  upon  which  men  might  judge  for 
ihemfelves ;  the  confequencc  of  the  prefent  mode  would  be 
that  of  increafing  the  general  expeftation  and  agitation,  by 
leaving  it  open  to  every  man  to  fuggcft  that  plan  which  was 
the  moft  agreeable  to  his  own  imagination.  The  time  appear- 
ed to  be  equally  ill  chofcn,  when  the  country  was  engaged  in  a 
war,  and  after  attempts  had  been  made  to  agitate  the  minds  of 
men  by  the  propagation  of  principles  incompatible  with  the 
exiftence  of  any  Government.  And,  laitly,  with  refpedt  to 
the  fubjeft  of  the  petition  itfelf,  he  thought  it  equally  indc- 
fenfible;  the  obje£t  of  it,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  comprehend 
it,  was  to  obtain  a  right  of  univerfal  reprefentation,  an  idea 
fo  wild  and  extravagant,  that  he  was  aftonifhed  how  gentlemen 
could  ferioully  propofe  it.  He  admitted  that  no  gentleman  in 
that  Houfe  had  advanced  fuch  an  opinion  ;  but  they  talked  of 
making  one  uniform  ftate  of  reprefentation  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  of  reftoring  it  to  its  original  conftitutioned  bafis. 
He  wiflied  gentlemen  would  point  out  the  period  of  the  Eag- 
lifti  hiftory,  when  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  was  accord- 
ing to  their  opinion  in  its  purity.  The  ftate  of  reprefentation 
had  remained  nearly  the  fame  ever  fince  the  revolution ;  and 
bad  as  it  was  reprcfented  to  be,  it  was  the  envy  of  Europe ; 
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and  under  it,  notwithftanding  the  many  expenflvc  and  blocxiy 
wars  in  which  we  had  been  engaged,  this  country  had  rifen  to 
a  ftate  of  wealth  and  profperity  unknown  to  any  country  not 
enjoying  the  benefits  of  fuch  a  Conilitution.  In  England  the 
pcrfonal  liberty  and  fecurity  of  property  were  carefully  pro- 
vided for,  and  that  was  what  the  advocates  for  reform  pretended 
to  have  in  view ;  but  that  Houfe  would  take  care  how  they  (a- 
crificed  the  folid  bleflings  which  we  enjoy  fer  the  precarious 
poffibility  of  greater  advantages  by  a  change. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  "  I  am  anxious  to  deliver  my 
opinion  before,  from  the  latcnefs  of  the  hour,  and  the  length 
to  which  the  difcuflion  has  been  carried,  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  (hall  be  exhaufted.  In  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  the  debate, 
it  is  almoft  impoffible  for  me  to  fpeak  on  the  fubjeft  without 
recurring  to  points  which  have  already  been  mentioned.  I 
feel  more  particularly  anxious,  bn  account  of  the  Ihare  which 
I  have  had  in  agitating  the  queftion  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform, 
to  ftate  fully  and  diftindlly  the  reafons  which  induce  me  to  refill 
the  motion  which  is  now  brought  forward.  The  queftion  at 
the  prefent  time  involves  the  fate  of  all  thofe  who  have  hitherto 
been  fo  long  prote£led  by  the  Britifti  Conftitution ;  nay,  it 
involves  the  fundamental  principles  of  every  fociety  and  form 
of  Government.  But  firft  I  ftiall  beg  leave  to  remind  the 
Houfe  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I  oppofed  the  notice  of  a 
Parliamentary  Reform,  when  brought  forward  laft  feffion. 
The  opinion  which  I  then  entertained  is  confirmed  by  what 
has  fmcc  occurred,  and  has  even  received  ftrength  from  the 
petition  now  on  the  table,  and  the  motion  before  the  Houfe. 
I  then  confidered  the  agitation  of  the  queftion  as  capable  of 
producing  much  mifchief,  and  likely  to  be  attended  with  no 
gbod.  Such  was  the  conclufion  which  I  formed  from  expe^ 
ricnce.  I  had  myfelf,  on  different  occafions,  propofcd  a  rc^ 
form  in  fituations  which  feemed  favourable  to  my  objcd,  and 
fupportcd  by  pcrfons  of  the  higheft  refpefiability,  and  had 
even  then  failed.^  Several  gentlemen,  from  a  dread  of  the 
confequences  of  innovation,^  and  from  a  doubt  whether  thead* 
vantage  to  be  obtained  was  fuch  as  would  compenfate  for  the 
rifle  incurred,  oppofed  my  views.  If  fuch  arguments  had  for- 
merly fuccceded,  how  much  force  had  they  laft  3.'ear  acquired 
from  the  dreadful  lefTon  afforded  in  the  example  of  a  nci^^ 
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bouring  kingdom !  The  fcene  of  horrors  which  it  then  pre- 
fented  exceeded  imagination,  far  (hort,  as  it  ftopt,  of  what 
has  fince  occurred.  I  perceived  forming  within  the  bofom  of 
the  country  a  fmall,  but  not  contemptible,  party,  whoafpired 
at  fomething  more  than  a  moderate  reform,  whofe  objeft  in- 
deed was  nothing  lefs  than  to  introduce  here  thofe  French 
principles  which,  from  their  confequences,  I  could  not  regard 
but  with  horror.  I  faw  therefore,  that  while  none  of  that 
good  of  which  a  moderate  reform  might  be  produftive  was  to 
be  obtained,  much  danger  might  be  incurred,  and  an  opening 
afforded  to  wicked  perfons  to  fubvert  that  very  Conftitution 
which  we  were  defirous  to  improve,  only  in  order  *that  we 
might  preferve.  Or  though  the  attempt  to  reform  might  not 
be  attended  with  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution,  yet  it 
might  lead  to  a  (late  of  confufion  and  di(lra£lion,  which  at 
lead  would  difturb  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  bleffings  of  which 
we  were  in  poiTeffion.  I  thus  found  the  probability  of  good 
fmall,  while  the  mifchief  was  of  a  fize  fo  gigantic  as  to  exceed 
calculation.  And  upon  this  reafoning,  even  if  I  had  rated  as 
high  as  ever  the  advantages  of  a  reform,  and  had  feen  a  greater 
probability  than  had  hitherto  appeared  of  accompli(hing  fuch 
a  reform,  I  would  rather  have  abandoned  my  objeA  than  have 
incurred  or  increafed  the  danger.  I  would  rather  forego  for 
ever  the  advantages  of  reform,  than  rifle  for  a  moment  the  ex- 
iflencc  of  the  Britifli  Conftitution.  Befides,  I  confidered  the 
neceffity  for  a  reform,  in  confequence  pf  circumftances  which 
had  fince  occurred  to  be  confiderably  lefs  than  when  I  had 
brought  forward  my  original  motion.  But  how  then  was  the 
queftion  argued  on  the  other  fide  ?  The  danger  which  I  ftated 
was  not  denied.  But  it  was  alledged  that  this  was  precifely 
the  time  to  bring  forward  a  moderate  reform,  as  the  beft  means 
to  quiet  vident  fpirits,  and  the  fureft  remedy  againft  ruinous 
innovation.  The  gentlemen  who  now  come  forward  in  the 
caufe  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  I  have  no  doubt,  were  en- 
couraged in  their  firft  exertions  by  the  hope  that  they  fiiould  be 
enabled  to  overawe  the  violent  fpirits,  and  that  moderate  men, 
who  might  othcrwife  have  been  mifled,  would  be  induced  to 
join  their  ftandard.  I  have  learned  from  their  publications, 
that  tl^y  not  only  propofed  to  guide  the  minds  of  the  people, 
but  alfo  to  be  guided  by  them,  and  that  they  were  refolved  to 
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drop  their  views  if  they  (hould  find  that  they  did  not  meet 
with  a  pretty  general  concurrence.  Such  was  the  (ituation  of 
the  bufincfs  at  the  lad  feflion.  I  will  now  inquire  what  has 
paflfed  fmce.  And  here  I  fhall  enter  along  with  the  noble 
Lord  into  the  protcfl  againft  not  being  allowed  to  introduce 
the  fubjeS  of  the  affairs  of  France,  which  I  confider  as  inti- 
mately, eflentially,  and  infcparably  conne£led  with  the  prefent 
queflion. 

Another  year  has  now  paflcd  in  that  country,  difgraced  widi 
excefles  and  outrages  fo  horrid,  that  they  efface  the  memory  of 
thofe  which  formerly  occurred,  and  leave  of  them  only  the 
faint  traces,  and  the  .image  hardly  vifible.     The  condudof 
the  FVench,  in  all  its  circumftances,  bore  a  peculiar  applica- 
tion to  this  country:  it  prefcntcd  the  fruits  opening,  in  due 
feafon^  the  legitimate  offspring  of  thofe  trees,  under  the  fpe- 
cious  pretext  of  liberty,  planted  againft  this  country  and  its  al- 
lies,   ,  The  French  had  difclofed  a  fyftem  of  difleminating  their 
principles,  and  procuring  profclytes  in  every  part  of  Europe, 
a  fyftem  which  they  had  particularly  followed  up  with  refpcft 
to  this  country.     Such  was  the  cafe  without — what  was  the  fi- 
tuation  of  affairs  within?     Societies  had  been   formed  in  this 
country,  affiliated  with  the  Jacobine  Clubs  in  France  ^  and 
though  they  had  fmce  aifumed  a  different  (hape,  were  then 
employed  for  the  purpofe  of  fp reading  Jacobine  principles. 
In  this  objeft  they  proceeded  with  a  degree  of  boldnefs  and 
confidence,  proportioned  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms. 
We  thus  beheld  the  fchcme  which  we  had  anticipated  as  the 
refult   of  the  new  Conftitutions  in  France  opening  upon  us. 
We  had  more  immediately  an  opportunity  of  feeing  what 
were  the  views  of  the  Legiflators  in  France  with  refpedl  to 
this  country,  and  what  their  inftruments  in  England  were  en- 
deavouring to  effedl.     For  while  in  France,  they  always  men- 
tioned the  pretext  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  as  the  medium 
by  which  they  were  to  introduce  their  principles  ;  their  inftru- 
ments here  always  took  care  to  connedl  the  fyftem  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  with  all  thofe  delufive  doftrines,  upon  which 
was  founded  the  newly-raifed  fabric  of  French  freedom.— 
Nothing  lefs  than  a  National  Convention  was  held  out  as  a 
fufficient  remedy  for  the  abufes  which  prevailed  in  the  rcprc- 
fentation,  and  the  fole  organ  through  which  a  more  pcrfed 
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form  of  Government  was  to  be  obtained ;  namely,  fuch  a  Go- 
vernment as  fhould  acknowledge  no  other  fource  of  authority 
and  no  other  rule  of  conduS,  than  the  will  of  the  majority. 
In  fliort,  French  principles  were  inculcated  as  the  true  ftan- 
dard  of  political  belief,  and  the  example  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment propofed  as  a  worthy  objeft  of  imitation.     I  now 
proceed  to  events  of  a  more  cecent  date.  The  fpirit  of  difaffec- 
tion  which  had  been  thus  raifed  was  happily  kept  under,  and 
prevented  from  breaking  out  intoaftion  by  the  feafonable  inter- 
ference of  the  Legiflaturc,  by  the  vigilance  and  exertions  of 
the  Executive  Power,  by  the  loyally,  vigour,  and  unanimity 
of  the  people,  and  likewife  by  the  interpofition  of  Providence, 
in  the  turn  lately  given  to  affairs  on  the .  Continent,  and  the 
check  experienced  by  the  French  arms.     The  admirers  and 
fupporters  of  French  policy  in  this  country  felt  a  depreffion 
of  fpirits  from  the  defeat  of  tlieir  friends  and  allies,  which  for 
a  time  gave  a  fatal  blow  to  their  hopes,  and  compelled  them  to 
conceal  their  views,  and  to  aflume  a  veil  of  caution  but  ill" 
fuited  to  the  ardour  of  their  temper,  and  the  boldnefs  of  their 
cnterprize.     But  though  they  had  thus  been  forced  for  a  while 
to  relinquifh  their  fchemes,  it  was  not  to  be  prefumed  from 
this  that  they  had  by  any  means  abandoned  them — No ;  they 
ftill  indulged  the  fame  hopes,  they  dill  meditated  the  fame 
plans,  and  only  lay  by  to  watch  for  an  opportunity  favourable 
to  the  accomplifliment  of  their  defigns.     For  that  purpofe, 
they  had  looked  peculiarly  to  the  queftion  of  Parliamentary 
Reform.     Previous  to  the  bringing  forward  the  prefent  mo- 
tion, a  great  number  of  petitions  had  been  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,    equally  Angular  in  their  form,   expreffion,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  thus  been  fubmitted  to  notice.  They 
had  been  introduced  under  the  aufpices  of  the  gentlemen  who 
fupported  the  motion.     They  were  all  of  three  defcriptions, 
except  that  one  upon  which  the  motion  was  more  particularly 
founded,  and  a  petition  from  Nottingham  conceived  in  exadly 
the  fame  terms  with  one  which  had  been  received  from  that 
place  in  1782.     When  it  had  firft  been  received,  it  came  after 
a  long  war,  which  had  haraifed  and  exhauiled  the  country, 
and  the  calamities  of  which  it  ftatedas  a  proper  ground  for  a 
Reform  of  Parliament*:    unfortunately  it  ftill  employed  the 
fame  language,  and  gave  the  fame  defcription  of  tho  country^ 
Vn.     YYYV^  -i  P 
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after  a  long  and  profperous  peace.  All  thefe  petitions  came 
either  from  England  or  from  Scotland,  or  from  places  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  that  fcemed  to  have  no  natural  connexion 
or  likelihood  of  communication.  Yet  coming  from  thefe  dif- 
ferent places  they  were  all  the  fame  in  fnbftancc  and  nearly  the 
fame  in  ftile;  whatever  little  difference  there  might  be  in  the 
expreiFion,  they  fcemed  all  to  proceed  from  the  fame  hands — 

Non  facies  omnibus  una 

Nee  diverfa  tamcn  :  qualem  decct  eTe  fororura. 

They  all,  it  mufl  be  confeircd,  betrayed  a  ftrong  family  likc- 
nefs.  Almoft  the  only  difference  was,  that  thofe  from  Scot- 
land exprefTed  their  (Irprize  at  the  immenfe  load  of  debt,  not- 
wilhflanding  the  extent  of  the  taxes,  which  they  ftated  at 
twenty  millions,  four  millions  above  the  truth.  All  of  them 
were  the  fame  in  prayer ;  they  concurred  in  praying  for  the 
right  of  univerfal  fufFrage,  as  the  bafis  of  that  reform  which 
they  defired.  With  refpeft  to  thofe  petitions,  two  queftions 
arofe  ;  firft.  What  weight  they  ought  to  have  with  the  Houfe, 
and  how  far  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go  in  influencing  their 
judgement ;  and  fecondly.  Whether  this  is  a  feafon  proper  for 
the  confideration  of  that  objedl  which  "they  claim,  and  favour- 
able to  a  temperate  reform  ?  On  the  firft  point,  when  peti- 
tions came  to  the  Houfe,  fabricated,  in  appearance,  fimilar  in 
fubftance  and  expreffion,  it  did  not  require  much  time  to  de- 
termine in  what  point  of  view  they  were  to  be  confidered. 
There  was  every  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  they  were  the  work  of  a 
few  individuals.  They  had  certainly  much  more  the  appear- 
ance of  the  defign  of  a  few  individuals,  than  of  the  general  ex- 
preffion of  the  fentimcnts  of  the  country.  If  it  was  afked, 
then,  what  weight  they  ought  to  have  ?  the  anfwer  was  eafy. 
None.  What  weight  ought  to  belong  to  petitions  coming  to 
that  Houfe  in  ihofe  circumftances,  carrying  every  appearance 
of  concert  and  fyftem,  combined  in  the  fame  prayer,  and  ex- 
prefTcd  nearly  in  the  fame  language  ?  The  fraud  was  too  grofs 
and  palpable,  and  it  was  evident  from  what  quarter  they  came, 
and  with  what  views  they  were  prefented.  All  the  circum- 
ftances in  France  and  this  country  pointed  out  the  prefent  as  a 
feafon  unfavourable  to  a  temperate  reform.  The  gentlemen 
"who  fupported  the  motion  had  been  engaged  in  a  fociety  for  a 
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twelvemonth  for  the  purpofe,  as  they  themfelves  ftated,  of  al- 
laying  the  violence  of  thofe  who  might  be  mifled  by  a  blind 
rage  of  innovation,  and  enlightening  the  people  with  rcfpeft  to 
the  nature  of  their  true  claims.  Such  had  been  the  objefts 
which  they  had  held ' out  at  their  commencement;  they  had 
propofcd  to  make  a  fair  experiment,  to  allow  the  people  of 
England  a  full  opportunity  of  procuring  a  rational  and  iinode- 
rate  reform ;  and  if  they  (hould  find  that  they  could  not  fuc- 
ceed,  and  that  the  people  fliould  be  difinclined  to  any  plan  of 
reform,  and  not  difpofed  to  profecute  the  meafurcs  which  they 
fhould  recommend,  they  were  then  to  abandon  their  purpofe. 
Xhey  had  now  gone  on  for  upwards  of  a  twelvemonth,  pub- 
lifhing  to  enlighten  the  people,  and  ufmg  every  means  to  pro- 
mote their  own  influence,  and  during  all  that  time  they  had 
not  been  able  to  make  a  convert  of  one  man  in  England. — 
They  hadbeen  obliged  at  laft  to  come  forward  with  a  petition 
of  their  own,  introduced  to  the  Houfe  on  the  very  day  that  the 
debate  was  to  take  place.  The  other  petitions  which  united 
in  the  fame  objcft  of  demanding  Parliamentary  Reform  car- 
ried a  fufpicious  and  dangerous  appearance.  Ought  they  not 
then,  confiftently  with  thofe  principles  which  they  had  avowed 
in  the  outfet,  to  have  come  forward  upon  this  occafion,  to 
have  acknowledged  their  miftake  and  their  convidlion,  that 
the  people  of  England  were  not  defirous  of  a  reform,  to  have 
given  up  their  objeft  in  which  they  found  they  could  not  fuc- 
cecd,  and  to  have  joined  with  us  in  oppofing  a  reform  which  is 
not  even  defired,  and  which  could  not  be  granted  with  any 
propriety  in  the  prefent  moment,  or  even  with  the  chance  of 
advantage  to  thofe  for  whom  it  is  demanded  ?  But  what  are 
the  grounds  upon  which  they  now  bring  forward  this  queflion 
of  reform  ?  Firft,  they  ftate,  that  from  the  general  burft  of 
loyalty  expreffed  by  the  nation  upon  the  firft  alarm,  there  is  no 
reafon  to  fear  that  the  people  will  pafs  beyond  the  bounds  of 
difcretion,  and  that  no  fcafon  can  be  more  favourable  for  a 
temperate  reform  than  that  in  which  they  have  fo  ftrongly  tef- 
tified  their  attachment  to  the  eftabliftied  order  of  things,  and 
their  rduSance  to  any  change.  Of  this  temper  they  recopir- 
mend  to  us  to  take  the  advantage.  But. how  ftands  the  cafe  ? 
The  fadi,  I  grant,  is  indeed  true.  But  it  is  aifo  true,  that  fo- 
cieties  in  this  country  have  been  anxioufly  fecking  not  to  obtain 
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reform,  but  to  find  caiiFe  of  diffatisfafHon;  not  to  allay  the  vio* 
lence  of  innovation,  but  to  inflame  difcontent.     Is    it  then 
out  of  deference  to  that  fmall  party,  actuated  by  fuch  princi- 
ples, and  purfuing  fuch  a  line  of  conduft,  that  we  arc  to  grant 
a  reform,  and  not  out  of  refpeft  to  the  great  body  of  the  people 
of  England,  animated  by  a  fpirit  of  thepureft  loyalty,  and  too 
much  attached  to  the  bleiTrngs  of  the  Conflitution  and  the  pre* 
fent  Government,  to  wifli  to  hazard  them  by  a  change  ?  What 
then  is  the  queftion  at  ilFue  ?     It  is  the  fame  queftion  which 
is  now  at  ilFue  with  the  whole  of  Europe^  who  arc  contending 
for  the  C4ufe  of  order,  ofjuilice,  of  humanity,  of  religion,  in 
oppofition  to  anarchy,  to  injuftice,  to  cruelty,  to  infidelity. 
I  am  fenfible  that  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  the  people 
of  England  are-  warm  in  thofe  fentiments,  are  fenfible  of  the 
fecurity  which  they  enjoy  for  thefe  bleffings  from  the  frame  of 
our  excellent  Conflitution  ;  and  fo  far  from  wiftiing  to  touch 
it  with  an  innovating  hand,  are  prepared  to  defend  it  againft 
every  attack.     Are  we  to  yield  then  to  the  clamours  of  diflatis- 
faftion  and  difcontent ;  and  are  we  to  difregard  the  voice  of 
fatisfaftion  and  gratitude  ?     Aje  we  in  order  to  gratify  the  ca- 
price, or  footh  the  infolence,  of  a  few  difafFeSed,  to  negled 
the  benefit  of  the  common  body  ?     Are  we  at  a  moment  of 
emergency  like  this,  when  the  great  caufe  of  all  is  at  ftake,  to 
fufpend  our  cares  for  the  public  welfare,  and  attend  to  thedi£> 
cuflion  of  petty  claims  and  the  redrefs  of  imaginary  grievances? 
Are  we,  at  fuch  a  moment,  in  order  to  plealc  a  few  individu- 
als, to  hazard  thd  confequence  of  producing  alarm  and  diftnift 
in  the  general  body,  firm  and  united  in  the  common  caufe? 
This  condud:  would  indeed  refcmble  that  of  thofe  who  at  the 
moment  that  their  citadel  was  beficged  (hould'  proceed  to  the 
difcurtion  of  poiiils  of  difference  rather  than  attend  to  providing 
the  means  of  defence.     The  next  ground  alledged  for  bringing 
for\yard  the  motion  foi;  reform  at  prefent  was,  that  this  was  a 
time  of  war,  and  that  from  the  fituation  of  commercial  credit 
the  country  was  in  a  ftate  of^larm  and  diftruft.     Thefe  cer- 
tainly wer-e  very  ftrange  reafons  for  fuch  a  meafure  ;  if  we  arc 
engaged  in  a  war  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  ourfelves  againft 
a  foreign  enemy,  was  this  a  reafon  why  we  (hould  hazard  the 
conf^qiiences  of  any  diftraflion  at  home  I    This,  inftcad  of 
diminiihing,  would  be  the  molt  effedual  method  to  add  to  the 
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evil!  Of  the  ftate  of  credit  I  (hall  fay  nothing,  though  the 
reafoningy  as  applied  to  it,  Aands  in  the  fame  predicament; 
certain  it  is,  that  confiderable  embarraflment  has  lately  taken 
place ;  a  circumftance  at  all  times  very  apt  to  refult  from  an 
exteniive  commerce.     The  Legiflature,  much  to  their  honour, 
have  ftepped  forward,  and  made  an  exertion  for  the  aid  of  the 
merchants,  which,  as  it  is  extraordinary,  I  hope  it  will  be 
Aiccefsful ;  but  can  this  embarraflment  be  afcribed  to  the  Con- 
ftitution,  except  by  making  the  Conftitution  thecaufe  of  that 
extent  to  which  comnierce  has  been  carried  ?     But  Could  this 
period  and  this  ftate  of  affairs  be  brought  forward  as  grounds 
for  reform — by  gentlemen  who  laft  year  ftated  on  the  fame  oc- 
cafion  the  duration'of  at  long  peace,  and  the  high  ftate  of  public 
profperity,  as  their  motives  for  calling  the  attention  of  the 
HtHjfe  to  that  fubje^  ?     Thcfe  were  certainly  two  novelties 
whigh  require  to  be  reconciled  before  the  gentlemen  can  make 
any  pretenfions  to  confiftency  of  reafoning.     I  ftiall  next  pro-. 
ceed  to  remark  on  the  pieoife  nature  of  the  motion  itfelf.     The 
motion  is,  to  refer  to  a  Committee  one  of  thofe  petitions  for  a 
reform  which  have  been  prefented  to  the  Houfe.     Whether  the 
lionourable  gentleman  who  made  tKe  motion  means  likewife 
to  refer  them  all,  is  a  point  of  which  I  am  not  afcerlained. 
fMr.  Grey  here  nodded  aflent.]    If  he  means  tO'refcr  them  all, 
my  reafoning  on  thefubjeft  is  reduced  to  a  very  Ihort  compafs. 
Ought  wc  to  refer  to  a  Committee  to  deliberate  on  the  mea- 
fure  of  unlimited  fuffrage  ?     The  circumftance  of  having  mov- 
ed to  refer  the  prayers  of  the  petitions,  without  having  pointed 
out  any  fpecific  plan  for' obtaining  their  objed,  clearly  renders 
it  improper  to  go  into  any  difcuflion  on  the  fubje-^.     This  cir- 
cumftance has  a  tendency  to  excite  difcontent,  without  afford-^ 
ing  the  me^ns  of  allaying  it.     Though  I  formerly  moved  for  a 
general  inquiry,  I  was  afterwards  convinced,  that  it  would  be 
attended  with  no  good  eifed,  and  abandoned  the  motion.     I 
became  fenfible  that  there  was  no  chance  of  obtaining  any  ad- 
vantage, but  by  bringing  forward  a  fpecific  propofition.     If  I 
thought  fo  then,  how  much  more  muft  I  now  be  confirmed  in 
the  lame  opinion  ?     If  any  objcft  is  propofed  for  difcuffion,,  it 
ought  to  be  a  fpecific  objeS.     The  contrary  mode  can  tend 
only  to^  perplex  the  difcuflion,  and  to  render  it  productive  of 
mifchief.    I  j(hall  now  ihortly  obferve  on  the  manner  of  intjo- 
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ducing  this  bufinefs.     The  honourable  gentleman  ftated  fairly 
and  candidly,  that   he  brought  forward  the  prefent  qucftioo, 
not  on  the  ground  of  right,  but  of  expediency.     1  think  fo 
too.     To  talk  of  an  abftra£led  right  of  equal  reprefentation, 
is  abfurd.     It  is  to  arrogate  that  right  to  one  form  of  Govern- 
ment,   whereas  Providence  has  accommodated  the  different 
forms  of  Government  to  the  different  ftates  of  fociety  in  which 
they  fubfift.     There  are  as  many  different  rights  as  the  caufe 
^  which  occur  to  diverfify  the  modes  of  Government.     There  is 
one  righf  for  a  Roman,  another  for  an  Athenian,  and  athiid 
for  a  Lacedemonian ;  but  though  the  honourable  gentleman 
difclaimed  the  ground  of  general  and  abftrafted  right,  he  has 
fo  far  enlarged  his  ground  of  expedience  as  to  embrace  the  mode 
of  reafoning,  by  which  that  wild  theory  is  fupported.     He  has 
declared  hirafelf  ready  to  take  even  univerfal  fufFrage,  that  mode 
which  he  approves  the  leaft,  rather  than  to  fuffer  the  Confti- 
tution  to  remain  as  it  is.     I   fo  far  differ  with  him,  that  I 
would  rather  abandon  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  beft  plan  of 
reform,  than  rifk  the  confcquences  of  any  hazard  to  the  Con- 
ftitution,  as  it  at  prefent  fubfifts.     Can  I  then  embark  in  the 
fame  Committee  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  while  herc- 
jedls  the  only  plan  on  which  I  have  contended  for  reform,  and 
is  ready  to  give  into  that  which  he  himfelf  deems  the  worll? 
I  muft  confefs  myfelf  alarmed  at  the  extent  to  which  he  carries 
his  objedl ;  and,  I   cannot  help  looking  at  the  fociety  with 
fome  degree  of  fufpicion,  in  confequence  of  a  letter  which  I 
find  figned  with  his  own  name.     This  letter  is  addrefiedto  the 
people  of  ShefTicld.     Thefe  people  have  fo  well  benefited  by 
tliofe  IcHons  of  caution  and  moderation  which  they  received 
from  their  patrons,  the  Friends  of  the  People,  that  they  lately 
addrclFcd  to  the  Houfe  a  petition  for  Parliamentary  Reform^ 
conceived  in  ftich  terms  as  rendered  it  improper  to  be  received. 
They  early  communicated  to  the  Friends  of  the  People  their 
plan  for  a  Parliamentary  reform,  by  allbmbling  a  Convention 
of  National  Delegates.     The  anfwer  to  this  is  nearly  expreffed 
in  the  following  words :  —  "  On  the  plan  which  you  have 
fuggefled  we  do  not  think  it  yet  a  fit  time  to  deliberate.    In  a 
more  advanced  ftage  it  may  become  a  proper  fubjcd  of  difcuf- 
Con."     The  honourable  gentleman,  in  his  ideas  of  reform, 
proceeds  upon  grounds  direflly  oppofite  to  mine,  not  indeed 
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Icfs  hoftile  to  my  views  than  they  are  to  theprefent  form  of  the 
Conftitiition.  Upon  the  whole,  from  the  method  which  he 
propofes,  I  fee  no  probability  of  a  temperate  reform,  and,  if 
granted,  it  wpnld  not  even  anfwer  the  end  for  which  it  is  de- 
manded. So  far  from  fatisfying  thofe  who  now  folicit  it,  it 
would  only  extend  their  views  and  multiply  and  encourage 
their  claims;  they  want  not  a  Parliamentary  Reform  for  itfelf, 
but  for  fomething  elfe,  in  which  they  have  profpeft.  They 
cojifider  it  not  as  the  end  of  their  wifhes,  but  only  means  which 
may  lead  to  their  accompliftiment.  But  here  we  are  told,  that 
by  refufing  this  reform,  we  are  afiing  upon  the  fame  principle 
by  which  we  loft  America,  by  not  complying  with  the  demands 
of  that  country.  The  Americans  defired  fpccific  relief;  they 
pointed  out  a  definite  objeft  with  which  they  pledged  them- 
felves  to  be  fatisfied.  It  was  rcfufed  to  them,  bccaufe  it  was 
faid,  that  it  would  only  encourage  them  to  a(k  for  more.  I  do 
not  now  mean  to  enter  on  the  propriety  of  this  refufal,  or  a  dif- 
cuflion  of  the  means  by  which  America  was  loft ;  but  I  cannot 
help  remarking  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  two 
cafes.  Here  no  fpecific  relief  is  demanded,  no  definite  objeft 
is  pointed  out.  You  are  defired  to  give,  what  nobody  afks ; 
and  to  thofe  who  tell  you,  that  even  if  you  give  it  them,  they 
will  not  be  fatisfied.  It  has  been  alked,  wlio  were  the  they  fo 
often  alluded  to  in  the  courfc  of  the  debate.  The  anfwer  was 
fhort.  They  were  thofe  who  have  figned  the  petitions.  They 
claitp  that  which  can  be  refolved  into  nothing  but  a  dcdu£Uon  of 
French  principles :  that  which  is  termed  the  will  of  the  majo- 
rity, the  will  of  the  multitude.  The  motion  requires  you  to 
be  prepared  to  deliberate  whether  it  is  right  or  not  to  give  in- 
dividual fuffrage.  On  this  queftion,  I  am  not  prepared  to  de- 
liberate; firft,  becaufe  it  wants  no  deliberation,  and  fecondly, 
becaufe  I  iiave  deliberated  upon  it  long  enough  already.  I  have 
not  been  fo  inattentive  to  what  has  now  paiTed  in  a  neighbour- 
ing kingdom,  nor  have  I  been  fo  unafFefted  by  the  tranfaclions 
which  have  there  occurred,  as  not  frequently  to  have  taken 
this  fubje£l  into  confideration.  I  fhall  now  give  my  reafons, 
why  I  am  not  prepared  to  deliberate  on  the  queftion ;  and  firft, 
becaufe  my  plan  went  to  give  vigour  and  ftability  to  the  ancient 
principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and  not  to  introduce  into  it  any 
new  principles.     The  merit  of  the  Britifti  Conftitution  is  to  be 
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efti  mated,  not  by  metaphyfical  ideas,  not  by  vague  theories, 
but  by  analyfing  it  ^n  pra£lice.  Its  benefits  are  confirmed  by 
the  fure  and  infallible  teft  of  experienjj^.  It  is  on  this  ground, 
that  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  which  muft  always  be 
deemed  a  moft  valuable  part  of  the  Conftitution,  refts  on  its 
prefent  footing.  In  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  from  the  ear- 
lieft  period  down  to  that  in  which  I  no,w  fpeak,  the  number  of 
electors  have  always  been  few,  in  proportion  to  that  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people.  My  plan  went  to  regulate  the  diftri- 
button  of  the  right  of  ele£ling  Members,  to  add  fome,  and  to 
transfer  others :  when  fuch  was  my  plan,  am  I  to  be  told, 
that  I  have  been  an  advocate  for  Parliamentary  Reform,  as  if 
I  had  cfpoufed  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion  which  is  now  taken 
up  by  thefc  honourable  gentlemen,  and  were  now  refifling  that 
caufe  which  I  had  formerly  fupported  ?  I  affirm,  that  my  plan 
is  ten  times  more  contrary  to  that  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, than  his  is  to  the  Conftitution :  nay,  I  go  farther;  I 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  that  to 
adopt  the  fyftem  now  propofed,  is  to  adopt  the  principles  of  the 
French  code,  and  follow  the  example  of  their  legiHators.  As 
thefc  principles  arc  unknown  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  it 
is  to  France  only  that  we  can  look  for  their  origin.  The  fame 
principle  which  claims  individual  fuiFrage,  and  affirms  diat 
every  man  has  an  equal  right  to  a  fliare  in,  the  reprefentation, 
is  that  vv'hich  fcrves  as  the  bafis  of  that  declaration  of  rights  on 
which  the  French  Legiflators  have  founded  their  government. 
We  ought  to  recolledl  that  there  arc  250  perfons  who  poflefs 
an  equal  voice  in  the  Legiflature  with  that  of  Ais  Houfe ;  that 
there  is  a  King,  who,  tothe  third  of  theLcgiflative,  adds  the 
whole  of  the  Executive  Power  ;  and  if  this  principle  of  indi- 
vidual fufFrage  be  granted,  and  be  carried  to  its  utmoft  extent, 
it  goes  to  fubvert  the  Peerage,  and  to  depofe  the  King,  and, 
in  fine,  to  exiinguifh  every  hereditary  di(lin£lion,  and  every 
privileged  order,  and  to  eftablifli  that  fyftem  of  equalifing 
anarchy  announced  in  the  code  of  French  Legiflation,  and  at- 
tefted  in  the  blood  of  the  maflacres  at  Paris«  The  queftion 
then  is,  whether  you  will  abide  by  your  Conftitution,  or  ha- 
zard a  charfge,  with  all  that  dreadful  train  of  confequences  with 
which  we  have  feen  it  attended  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom  ? 
Abide  by  your  Conftitution,  did  I  fay  ?     It  cannot  be  necefliury 
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<br  me  to  add  a  word  more.  But  I  would  not  ftop  there  if  it 
were  poffible  to  go  farther.  If  it  were  poffible  for  an  Englift- 
man  to  forget  his  attachment  to  the  Conftitution  and  his  loy- 
alty to  the  Sovereign — if  it  were  poffible  for  him  to  lofc  all 
thofe  generous  feelings  which  bind  him  to  his  country  and  fe-» 
cure  his  obedience  to  its  laws — if  it  were  poflible  for  him  to  fa^ 
crifice  all  thefe  to  thofe  principles  which  are  brought  forward 
to  fupport  a  change  of  government ;  yet,  if  he  (hould  attend 
only  to  reafon,  he  would  find  them  wild  and  illufive  theories. 
He  would  find  the  principle  of  individual  will  powerful  and  ef- 
ficient to  the  deftrudion  of  every  individual  and  of  every  com- 
munity ;  but  to  every  good  purpofe  null  and  void.  He  would 
find  that  thofe  rights  which  entitle  all  to  an  equal  (bare  in  the 
Government,  are  rights  which  only  ferve  to  remove  them  from 
ufeful  labour,  from  fober  induftry,  and  from  domeftic  connec** 
tions,  and  which  abandon  them  to  be  the  flaves  of  every  idle 
caprice,  and  of  every  deftrudlive  paffion.  The  Governifient 
that  adopts  fuch  principles,  ceafes  to  be  a  Government ;  it 
unties  the  bands  which  knit  together  fociety  ;  it  forfeits  there- 
verence  and  obedience  of  its  fubje£ls ;  it  gives  up  thofe,  whom 
it  ought  to  protect,  to  the  daggers  of  the  Marfeillefe,  and  tho 
aflaflins  of  Paris.  Under  a  pretence  of  centering  all  authority 
in  the  will  of  the  many,  it  e(labli(hes  the  word  fort  of  defpo- 
tifm.  Such  is  the  (late  of  that  wretched  country,  France,  the 
deteftable  policy  of  which  has  added  new  words  to  the  di£lion« 
ary,  fuch  as  the  phrafes  of  municipalities  declaring  themfelves 
in  a  (bte  of  permanent  revolution,  and  the  nation  itfelf  in  » 
ftate  offovereign  infurredion !  In  what  is  called  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  multitude,  they  are  are  not  the  many  who  govern 
the  few,  but  the  few  who  govern  the  many.  It  is  a  fpecies  of 
'  tyranny,  which  adds  infult  to  the  wretchednefs  of  its  fubjeSs, 
by  (tiling  its  own  arbitrary  decrees  the  voice  of  the  people, 
and  fan£lioning  its  ads  of  oppreflion  and  cruelty  under  the 
pretence  of  the  national  will.  Such  is  the  nature  of  thofe  prin- 
ciples conneded  with  the  right  of  individual  fuiFrage ;  and  how 
far  you  are  prepared  to  give  countenance  to  that  meafure,  hy 
referring  it  to  a  Committee  as  a  fubjed  of  deliberation^  you 
are  now  called  to  determine. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  if  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  juft  fat  down  thought  it  nece(rary  to  commence 
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his  fpccch  with  an  apology  to  the  Houfe  for  troubling  them  at 
that  late  hour,  furely^  then,  it  might  be  natural  that  he  ihould 
make  alfo  ah  apology  for  intruding  himfelf  in  the  prefent  (lage 
of  the  debate.     He  was  Aire  that  the  Houfe,  in  any  other  cir- 
cumftances  than  the  prefent,  might  expcft  that  apology  \  but 
on  the  prefent  occafion  he  (hould  not  make  an  apology,  for  he 
would  not  pay  the  Houfe  fo  ill  a  compliment  as  to  infmuate 
that  the  Members  of  it  were  not  ready  to  do  their  duty  in  that 
Houfe,  which  was  to  hear  impartially  all  that  could  be  faid  on 
either  fide  of  any  queftion  that  came  before  them.    The 
Houfe  had  already  heard,  with  patience  and  with  attention, 
much  obfervation  on  both  fides  ;  it  was  to  their  honour  they 
had  done  fo.     He  felt  difficulties  often  when  he  had  occafion 
to  trouble  the  Houfe,  but  upon  this  occafion  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  he  ftood  upon  very  advantageous  ground.    He 
knew  the  advantage  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
in  that  Houfe,  and  that  for  many  reafons  he  was  more  likely 
to  be  attended  to  than  thofe  who  were  to  oppofe  him  ;  few,  if 
any,  were  heard  within  the  waUs  of  that  Houfe  fo  attentively 
as  that  right  honourable  gentleman.    But  the  tafk  which  de- 
volved upon  the  perfon  who  had  now  the  honour  to  addrefs  the. 
Houfe  was  great  indeed :  he  knew  that  he  and  others  of  the 
fame  fentiments  upon  this  fubje<^  had  to  [peak  freely  bold  un- 
welcome truths,  and  fuch  as  would  not  be  heard  with  plea- 
fure  ;  yet  fo  deeply  was  he  impreflcd  with  a  fenfe  of  his  duty, 
that,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  difadvantages,  he  (hould  not 
(brink  from  the  taflc,  but  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  perform 
it,  even  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  Houfe.     He  would  not 
be  difeouraged,  although  he  knew  the  efFed:  of  the  bui^ge  tc- 
jiures,  of  which  the  petition  complained.     The  petition  ftated, 
and  he  would  repeat  to  that  Houfe,  that  many  of  the  Mem- 
bers could  only  properly  be  addrelfed  as  the  reprcfentatives  of 
a  particular  perfon,  and  not  the  people  of  England.     This  he 
and  thofe  with  whom  he  a£led  ought  to  fay  to  a  great  number 
of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe :  men  who  were  either  fenl 
there  by  the  exprefrinterferenee  of  the  Crown,  or  by  indivi* 
duals,  at  the  will  of  the  Executive  Government.     They  ought 
to  fay  fo,  in  order  to  be  able  to  render  an  account  to  the  Pub- . 
lie,  whofe  agent/  and  attornies  they  were,  in  order  to  fatisfy 
that  Public  that  they  had  not  negledcd  their  duty.    They  were 
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not  in  any  cafe  to  be  difcouraged  from  the  difchargc  of  their 
duty  ;  for  though  they  knew  their  numbers  to  be  fmall^  they 
yet  were  confcious  their  caufe  was  good.     The  fpeech  of  th6 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  an  extraordinary  effort  of  his 
great,  fplendid  talents,  noble  and  vigorous  mind.     He  applied 
all  his  powers  to  this  fubje^l :  he  appealed  with  his  utmod  (kill 
to  the  pride  and  the  paflions  of  the.  AfTembly.     The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  aware  that  he  was  addrefling  his  audi- 
tors upon  a  fubje£t  that  required  all  his  art,  and  therefore  it 
was  that  all  the  art  he  was  mafter  of  was  ufed.     It  was  a  to- 
pic very  worthy  of  the  higheft  art ;  that  of  convincing  a  great 
number  of  men  that  his  condu£l  at  this  moment  was  not  in- 
coniiilent,  although  perfedlly  different  from  his  former  profef- 
iions.     He  thought,  however,  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  have  confined  himfelf  a  little  more  to  an  expla- 
nation of  the  fubjed  on  which  fo  much  objedion  had  been 
taken  to  his  condud  ;  indead  of  this  explanation,  he  had 
found  out  a  great  number  of  auxiliary  evafions.     The  right 
honourable  gentleman  now  objedled  to  his  honourable  friend's 
motion  upon  this  fu^jeft :  he  objedied  to  it  now,  becaufe  it 
was  not  fpecific,  or  becaufe  it  did  not  contaiil  a  fpecific  plan  ; 
and  yet  it  was  a  little  whimfical  that  this  fort  of  o1)je6lion 
fhould  arife  from  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  him- 
felf had  propofed  precifely  the  fame  fort  of  motion.     But  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  told  the  Houfe  that  he  was  now 
convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  that  mcafure :  convinced  of 
the  impropriety  ?     What  was  it  that  convinced  him  ?     Was 
he  afraid  that  the  propofal  of  afking  for  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  truth  of  any  allegation  of  the  corruption  of  Par- 
liament might  be  attended  with  fuccefs  ?     What  was  he  afraid 
of?     Did  he  fear  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  carry  a  plan  for  a 
Parliamentary  Reform  ?     He  hoped  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  fome  reafons  for  this  change  of  his  mind,  which 
were  honourable  to  himfelf,  although  he  had  not  divulged 
them.     But  the  change  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
mind  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjeA  was  flill  more  inapplicable, 
for  he  faid  even  now  that  he  had  not  totally  abandoned  all 
thoughts  of  perfifting  in  fome  meafure  for  a  Parliamentary 
Reform ;  and  yet  he  feemed  to  fay  that  he  fhould  never  agree 
to  any  plan  upon  that  fubje£t  that  had  not  fome  fpecific  reme** 
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dj  to  a  dated  grievance.    This  was  the  more  to  be  wondered 
at,  when  it  was  remembered  that  when  that  rig^t  honourable 
gentleman  made  one  of  his  motions  for  a  Parliamcntarj  Re- 
form with  a  fpecific  remedy,  he  was  negatived  by  a  lai^  ma- 
jority.   But  when  he  moved  it  merely  as  a  plan  for  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  fuch  as  the  prefent  motion  was,  he  was  rc- 
fiftcd  only  by  a  majority  of  twenty  in  a  full  Houfe.    What- 
ever the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  think  or  miglit 
wi(h,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he,  for  his  part,  had  no  doubt  but 
that  a  motion  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  was  the  mod  eh'gi* 
ble  plan  that  could  be  propofed  upon  this  fubjedl.     This,  he 
faid,  for  many  reafons,  one  in  particular,  he  could  not  help 
ftating,  which  was  the  facility  with  which  objeAions  could  be 
ftated.    Many  perfons,  who  were  in  their  hearts  enemies  to 
the  whole  fyftem  of  any  Parliamentary  Reform,  might  yet, 
for  the  fake  of  concealing  it,  fay,  If  you  had  brought  fome 
other  plan  forward,  I  (hould  have  given  it  my  fupport ;  but  I 
am  convinced  that  this  plan  is  an  improper  one  ^  and  therefore 
there  were  always  more  enemies  to  a  fpecific  than  a  general 
plan.     This  petition,  therefore,  in  his^pinion,  was  a  proper 
one.     It  dated  certain  grievances,  which  the  Petitioners  were 
ready  to  prove  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe ;  and  he  knew  not 
upon  what  principle  of  juftice  it  was  that  the  Houfe  could  re- 
fufe  entering  into  an  inquiry.     But  there  was  faid  to  be  a  great 
obje£lion  remaining  to  this  petition,  from  the  nature  of  its  al« 
legation,  as  well  as  the  prayer  of  it ;  for  that  it  went  to  a(k 
that  which  was  againft  the  principles  of  our  Conftitution. 
Gentlemen  had  laid  great  (\refs  upon  what  they  ftated  in  that 
refpeft,  which  was,  that  the  principles  of  our  Conftitution^ 
and  the  whole  of  the  fyftem  of  our  reprefentation,  was  (ele3, 
and  that  a  fyftem  of  general  reprefentation  would  deftroy  the 
vrhole  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution  altogether,  by  which 
reprefentation  was  not  matter  of  right.     Gentlemen,  in  ma- 
king this  obfervation,  were  confounding  the  means  with  the 
principle  —  the  principle  of  our  Conftitution  was  reprefenta- 
tion ;  the  means  were  feIe£Uon  and  didribution.     To  illuf* 
trate  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  read  the  preamble  of  an  aft  of  Par^ 
liament,  palled  in  the  r^iign  of  King  James  the  Firft,  in  which 
was  ftated,  that  the  whole  of  the.  Commons  were  prefent  when 
the  bill  paiTed  their  Houfe.    This  was  always  the  principle  of 
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the  Cooftitution  of  this  c<uintiy«  Another  thing  was  fixted  as 
an  objedion  to  the  petition,  which  was,  that  it  went  to  die 
extent  of  aiking  for  an  iiniverfal  reprefentation*  Nothing 
was  eafier  than  to  fay  fo  ;  but  that  was  not  die  fa£t; :  die  Pe- 
titioners did  not  claim  the  right  of  univerfal  fufFiage.  But 
gentlemen  urged,  as  another  objeSion  to  the  granting  of  the 
prayer  of  this  petition,  the  danger  which  would  attend  it ;  and 
fome  went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  if  there  were  a  full  and  com- 
plete reprefentation  of  the  people  in  that  Houfe,  there  would 
be  an  end  of  the  other  two  branches  of  the  Legiflature  ;  for 
that  the  power  of  the  Commons  would  be  fo  great,  that  the 
King  and  Lords  would  be  voted  ufelefs.  Such  obfervationshe 
thought  highly  dangerous,  and  he  muft  fay  he  did  not  think 
that  fentiments  more  mifchievous  than  thefe  ever  were  uttered 
within  the  walls  of  that  Houfe ;  and  he  was  fure  that  if  the  re- 
prefentation of  the  people  were  complete  to-morrow,  die  peo- 
ple of  this  country  had  too  much  good  fenfe  to  inflru£k  their 
xeprefentatives  to  do  any  thing  to  zfkA  the  juft  prerogative  of 
the  King,  or  to  diminifli  the  privileges  of  the  nobility :  they 
would  not  fufFer  their  agents  to  do  any  thing  of  that  nature, 
becaufe  they  knew  that  if  they  did,  their  own  power  would  be  ^ 
in  danger.  He  would  repeat  it,  that  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
people  of  this  country  would  have  their  own  intereft  in  view, 
and  that  if  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  complete,  the  King  .would  be  firmer  upon  his 
throne  than  he  was  even  at  this  moment.  Another  objection 
made  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  that  which  arofe 
from  the  danger  of  tranfadling  bufmefs  in  this  cafe  through 
the  medium  of  delegates.  How  the  right  honourable  gende* 
man  had,  on  a  fudden,  formed  fuch  a  diflike  to  delegates  he 
did  not  know  ;  but  it  reminded  him  of  what  had  happened  on 
a  former  occafion,  when  this  fubjedl  was  under  the  direction 
of  the  right  honourable  gendeman  himfelf ;  they  had  then  de- 
legates, and  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  happened  to  know  this,  becaufe 
he  was  one  of  the  Committee  himfelf:  fo  far  was  it  from  be- 
ing thought  at  that  time  an  impropriety,  that  the  right  honou- 
rable gentleman  determined  on  carrying  on  the  bufmefs  in  that 
yery  manner  ;  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  gave  them  the 
<jfe  of  Guildhall  to  tranfaA  their  bufmefs,  and  gave  them  and 
the  delegates  all  the  encouragement  he  could  to  proceed  upon 
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the  plan  which  they  had  commenced ;  but  now  the  woid  dele- 
gate feemed  to  be  difagreeable  to  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man. Indeed,  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  there  feemed  to 
him  to.be  a  great  deal  of  infincerity  in  the  condu£l  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  this  fubjeft..  He  (houU 
havp  told  thofe  who  had  now  brought  this  matter  forward,  that 
they  were  not  to  expcft  his  afliftance :  this  would  have  been 
infinitely  more  manly  than  his  prefent  behaviour.  He  wiihed 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  either  tell  the  friends 
of  Parliamentary  Reform  when  he  thought  he  (hould  lend  them 
his  afliflance,  or  fay  that  he  never  will.  He  had  proved  he 
was  of  opinion  that  a  feafon  of  permanent  profperity  was  not 
the  time.  He  had  proved  too  that  a  time  of  war  was  not  the 
time.  Should  they  have  the  a(Ii{lance  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  after  the  war  with  France  was  over,  or  fhould  we 
then  be  told,  that  the  French  being  fubdued,  we  (hould  not 
fuffer  any  alteration  in  our  own  Conftitution  ?  He  (hould  ei- 
ther fay  at  what  time  he  ihould  lend  that  afiiflance,  or  (ay  that 
lie  was  in  the  wrong  when  he  brought  the  fubjeft  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  forward,  and  fmce  that  time  he  had  foen  his 
error,  and  had  therefore  abandoned  his  principle.  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan faid  he  had  rather  hear  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  abandoned  it  altogether,  than  find  that  he  abandoned  it 
only  while  he  was  Minifler,  and  that  he  (hould  take  it  up 
again  when  he  (hall  be  out  of  power,  becaufe  that  would  caft 
a  (hade  upon  the  whole  fubje6^,  and  make  the  people  of  this 
country  think  there  was  nothing  like  honefty  among  thofe  who 
profcflfcd  attachment  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  peo> 
pie  might  therefore  defpife  all  parties,  and  come  to  a  determi- 
nation of  doing  every  thing  for  themfelves.  Mr.  Sheridan 
then  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  inti- 
mated that  the  people  were  not  defirous  of  a  Parliamentary 
Reform,  and  that  only  a  few  individuals  had  exprelTed  that 
wi(h.  Upon  this  occafion  he  referred  to  the  fpeech  of  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Duncombej  early  in  this  debate,  and 
there  it  would  be  found  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
faid  that  he  believed  in  God  that  the  prediftion  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Chatham  would  prove  true,  that  a  reform  in  Parlia- 
ment would  be  had  before  the  end  of  the  prefent  century.  It 
had  been  faid  that  the  meafure  propofed  would  be  dangerous  at 
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die  prefent  moment,  on  account  of  the  connexion  between 
France  and  this  country.  There  could  not  be  a  more  unfair 
argument  than  this,  becaufe  nothing  could  be  more  different 
than  the  difpofitions  of  the  people  of  France  and  the  people  of 
this  country.  The  one  knew,  and  had  enjoyed  for  a  iong 
time,  a  certain  portion  of  liberty  ;  the  other  had  but  juft  ouft- 
ed  their  defpotifm  ;  and  therefore  to  refufe  to  inquire  into  this 
fubjeft  on  that  account  was  ridiculous.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid  much  on  the  vigour  of  our  Conftitution  : 
he  never  fliould  attempt,  he  faid,  to  deny  but  that  the  vigour 
of  our  Conftitution  produced  wealth  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  al- 
,  lowed  that  wealth  rofe  out  of  the  Conftitution  ;  but  if  we  pcr- 
fifted  in  not  taking  care  to  prefer\e  that  Conftitution  by  every 
means  in  oiur  power,  the  very  wealth  it  produced  would  be  the 
means  of  its  deftrudlion  ;  and  the  wealth  which  the  Conftitu* 
tion  had  been  the  means  of  acquiring  was  the  beft  reafon  why 
a  reform  ftiould  take  place.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  look  notice  of 
the  obfervation  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham), who  had  fpoken  in  a  former  debate  on  this  fubjed ; 
that  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech, 
had  faid,  that  he  was  oppofmg  thofe  who  had  a  wifti  for  a  re- 
volution in  this  country,  and  not  a  reform.  He  took  fome 
time  to  prove  that  they  could  not  lay  any  ftrefs  upon  the  repre- 
fentation  of  this  country  as  a  principle.  He  faw  that  one  pe- 
tition contained  more  names  than  all  the  cleiSiors  of  this  coun- 
try who  returned  one  half  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe. 
This  was  certainly  very  alarming  to  thofe  who  agreed  with  the 
logic  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  becaufe  he  main- 
tained that  the  more  numerous  the  Petitioners  were,  the 
greater  was  the  chance  of  their  being  in  the  wrong  ;  and  yet 
again,  after  thus  fpeaking  againft  majorities,  he  proceeded  to 
run  down  the  minority.  That  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
often  been  in  a  minority  ;  but  having  lately  had  dealings  chiefly 
with  the  majority,  and  therefore  had  an  excellent  opportunity 
of  (hewing  his  judgement  by  dividing  with  the  minority,  he 
had  a  better  opportunity  of  knowing  their  error.  Having 
played  upon  this  point  for  fome  time,  he  turned  again  to  a  fe- 
rious  view  of  the  fubjeft,  and  obferved,  that  there  were  but 
three  ways  of  judging  of  any  point :  the  firft  was,  by  reafon 
and  truth  ;  the  fecond  was,  by  majority  of  the  opinion  of  thofe 
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y/Aio  think  on  the  fubjeA  ;  the  third  was,  force.  If  the  firft 
were  fufficientj  the  other  two  would  be  unnecefl&rj,  amd  there 
would  be  no  occafion  for  Government,  becaufe  if  man  was  to 
be  governed  by  reafon  and  truth,  he  would  be  perfed,  and, 
being  perfe£l,  it  would  not  be  neceilary  that  he  {hould  be  go- 
verned ;  but  as  man  was  a  frail  being,  it  was  ncceflary  that  he 
fhould  have  fome  government,  and  therefore  there  remained 
but  the  other  two  for  his  choice.  Now  of  thcfe  two  he  be- 
lieved there  was  no  difficulty  in  chufmg ;  for  as  we  all  abhorred 
force,  we  came  to  the  neccffity  of  adopting  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  our  fellow  beings,  and  therefore  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman,  in  declaring  himfelf  in  a  ftate  of  permanent 
infurrcdion  againft  the  majority  of  the  people,  was  not  per- 
feftly  corredl.  As  to  the  general  challenge  of  proving  the 
abufe  which  fubfids  in  our  Government,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid, 

he  had  no  delight  in  it ;  but  as  he  muft  anfwcr Some  then 

of  the  abufes  of  which  he  complained^  and  of  which  a  rtform 
of  Parliament  was  the  only  remedy,  were,  that  Peers  of  the 
other  Houfe  fent  Members  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  no- 
mination ;  that  the  Crown  fent  Members  into  that  Houfe  by 
nomination  too  ;  that  fome  Members  of  that  Houfe  fent  in 
Members  by  their  own  nomination  alfo — all  thefe  things  made 
a  farce  of  an  election  for  the  places  for  which  thefe  gentlemen 
were  returned  ;  that  men  were  created  Peers  without  having 
been  of  the  lead  fervice  to  the  Public  in  any  aftion  of  their 
lives,  but  merely  on  account  of  their  parliamentary  influence— 
the  prefent  Minider  had  been  the  means  of  creating  a  hundred 
of  them.  He  did  not  blame  him,  but  the  fault  was  in  the  fyf- 
tem  of  Government ;  that  corruption  was  the  pivot  on  which 
the  whole  of  our  public  Government  affairs  turned ;  that  the 
collection  of  taxes  was  under  the  management  of  wealthy  men 
in  parliamentary  interefl,  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
the  collection  of  them  was  negleded  ;  that,  to  make  up  the  de- 
ficiency, excifemen  muft  be  added  tb  the  excife — ^this  fourcd 
the  temper  of  the  people  ;  that  neither  in  the  church,  the 
army,  the  navy,  or  any  public  office,  was  any  appointment 
given,  but  in  confequence  of  parliamentary  influence ;  that, 
in  confequence,  corrupt  majorities  were  at  the  will  of  the 
Minifter.  He  did  not  like  to  tell  fecrets  of  the  prifon  houfe  of 
the  Treafury,  but  in  'the  prefent  inftance  he  was  calkd  upon. 
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In  fhorty  whctBar  the  eye  was  direded  to  the  Church,  the 
Law,  the  Army,  or  to  Parliament^  it  could,  only  obferve  the 
feeds  of  inevitable  decay  and  ruin  in  the  Britifh  Gonftitution» 
He  next  animadverted  upon  the  American  war,  its  origin,  and 
iflue :  there  he  maintained  that  delufion  was  pradifed  tinder 
the  pretence  of  taxation,  but  in  the  end  this  country  had  paid 
dearly  for  the  experiment  of  Minifters.  He  alluded  to  the 
profelytifm  which  had  been  afcribed  to  the  views  of  the  French 
nation,  and  of  which  they  now  feemed  themfelves  to  be  tho- 
roughly aOiamed,  fmce  fimilar  dodrines  had  been  carried  into 
execution,  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  and  the  King  of  Pruffia» 
with  regard  to  the  unhappy  partitioned  kingdom  of  Poland. 
Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  by  dating,  that  the  objedl  of  reform  > 
he  and  his  colleagues  had  in  view  would  be  per  fevered  in  until 
it  was  eiFe£tually  accompliihed. 

Mr.  ADAM  faid,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  affign  the  reafonsfor 
the  vote  he  meant  to  give,  and  this  he  fhould  do  In  very  few 
words.  Much  as  he  refpeded  his  honourable  friend  who  pre- 
Tented  the  petition,  and  thofe  who  fupported  the  motion  for 
referring  it  to  a  Committee,  he  faw  no  poflible  advantage  that 
could  arife  from  taking  it  into  confideration.  The  ftyle  of  it 
was  not  new :  all  the  objeftions  which  it  contained  to  the  pre* 
fent  form  of  the  reprefentation  were  dated  in  nearly  the  fame 
manner  by  Dr.  Paley,  but  with  an  inference  very  different 
from  that  of  the  petition.  "  The  obje£lions,"  faid  Dr.  Paley, 
"  were  of  a  nature  to  ftrike  only  at  firft  fight,  and  to  difappear 
on  more  accurate  examination.'*  It  was,  therefore,  highly 
neceflary  to  confider,  when  any  alteration  was  propofed,  whe- 
ther the  benefit  to  be  gained  was  equal  to  the  rilk  to  be  in* 
curred.  This  doflrine  had  his  entire  aflent ;  and  to  refer  the 
petition  to  a  Committee  would  (hew  only  what  they  knew  be- 
fore, that  there  were  inequalities  in  the  reprefenution.  The 
next  point  to  be  inquired  into  was,  whether  or  not  the  repr^ 
fentation,  in  its  prefent  form,  was  fuch  as  to  fecure  to  the  peo- 
ple thofe  rights  which  were  the  end  of  all  government.  It  had 
been  faid,  that  the  beft  of  all  poflible  governments  would  be 
abfolute  monarchy,  under  a  wife  and  virtuous  prince :  this  he 
defied;  for  although  a  wife  and  virtuous  prince  might  main- 
tain thofe  rights  to  the  people,  they  had  no  fecurity  for  their 
being  continued.    Civil  rights  could  not  be  fecure  without 
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political  rijg;hts ;  and  the  queftion  now  was,  Had  we  fuch  po- 
litical liberty  as  to  fecure  the  pofleflion  of  our  civil  rights  ? 
That  we  once  had  was  admitted.  A  learned  firiend  of  his 
(Mr.  ^rikine),  who  argued  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  admitted 
that  the  reprefentation  was  fuHicient  for  this  purpofe  before 
the  Revolution.  Since  the  Revolution  he  affirmed  that  the 
conftant  operation  of  all  changes  had  been  to  extend  the  per- 
fonal  and  contraft  the  virtual  reprefentation.  The  various  z&s 
pafled  to  fecure  the  independence  of  eleftions  were  proofs  of 
this ;  and  the  increafe  of  wealth  and  population  had  added 
much  to  the  number  of  elcftors  in  the  great  towns.  There 
was  alfo  another  reafon :  the  debates  in  that  Houfe  were  more 
generally  known,  and  more  particularly  attended  to.  Every 
Member  knew  when  he  was  fpeaking  that  his  arguments  and 
condu£);  would  be  difcufled  and  canvafled  by  the  public  at 
large.  He  therefore  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  reprefen- 
tation, in  its  prefent  form,  was  fully  adequate  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  which  it  was  intended  to  anfwer.  For  thefe  reafons  h6 
Ihould  vote  againft  the  motion.  With  refpe6l  to  the  time  of 
making  it,  there  was  no  folid  objection;  for  the  alarm  on 
which  it  was  attempted  to  found  an  objeAIon,  he  had  always 
believed  there  was  no  ground ;  and,  conceiving  the  merits  of 
the  argument  to  be  as  he  had  dated  them,  he  conceived  thofe 
who  reforted  to  a  variety  of  other  topics  to  have  rather  wea- 
kened than  ftrengthened  it. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  was  forry  to  trcfpafs  on  the  patience  of 
the  Houfe  at  fo  late  an  hour,  when,  after  two  days*  debate,  he 
could  have  but  little  hope  that  he  fliould  either  entertain  or  in- 
ftruft.  It  was  new  and  extraordinary,  that,  by  the  courfe  and 
mode  of  argument  purfued  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, he  (hould  feel  himfcif  called  Upon  to  apologife  for  per- 
lifting  in  the  opinion  which  he  had  always  held  upon  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  or  to  aflign  his  reafons  and  juftify  himfelf 
for  not  altering  it  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
diought  fit  to  alter  his.  He  had  never  before  imagined  that  the 
prefumption  of  guilt  lay  againft  confiftency,  and  that  whoever 
prefumed  to  think  as  he  had  alway  thought  before  muil  imme- 
diately be  put  on  his  defence.  If  the  opinions  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  formerly  profeiTed,  if  the  propofi- 
tions  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Parliameat  to 


A.  I793,  D  E  B  A  T  E  S,i  491 

adopt,  were  fo  very  erroneous,  and  pregnant  with  fuch  alarm- 
ing confequences  as  he  had  now  depifted,  it  was  but  natural 
to  fuppofe  that  he  would  have  read  his  recantation  with  com- 
pundion,  and  exprefled  humiliation  inftead  of  triumph  in  re- 
capitulating  the  enormous  mifchiefs  to  which  his  former  errors 
might  have  expofed  his  country.  He  aflumed  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  completely  changed  his  fentiments 
on  Parliamentary  Reform,  for  he  had  exprefsly  faid  fo,  with 
the  poor  referve,  that  the  time  might  yet  come  when  he  (hould 
think  it  as  expedient  as  he  had  done  before.  The  argumerits 
he  had  ufed  would  apply  equally  to  all  times ;  and  it  would 
have  been  more  candid  to  have  faid  fo  explicitly,  than  to  have 
held  out  a  hope,  whom  to  pleafe  he  knew  not,  which,  with-> 
out  a  fecond  change  of  opinion  as  entire  as  the  iirft,  could 
never  be  realifed.  In  his  arguments  againd  the  prefent  mo- 
.  tion  he  had  had  recourfe  to  the  miftake  that  the  objeA  of  the 
prefent  motion  was  univerfal  fuffrage ;  againd  this,  which 
made  no  part  of  the  motion,  more  than  half  his  fpeech  was 
employed,  and  every  idea  of  that  part  borrowed  from  what  had 
been  urged  againft  himfelf  ten  years  ago  by  thofe  who  oppofed 
his  firft  motion  of  refoi^m.  Here  he  was  only  a  plagiary ; 
not  a  common  plagiary  indeed,  but  fuch  a  plagiary  as  Virgil, 
who  improved  and  adorned  what  he  borrowed.  He  was 
obliged  to  admit  that  his  honourable  friend  who  made  the  mo« 
tion  difclaimed  univerfal  fuffrage  for  his  objedl ;  but  then,  he 
faid,  look  at  the  petitions,  only  one  of  which,  however,  con- 
tained this  doctrine.  Was  he  ready  to  fay,  that,  when  he 
brought  forward  his  motion  in  178a,  none  of  the  petitions 
then  before  the  Houfe  contained  the  very  fame  i  But,  fn  ad- 
dition to  the  evidence  of  the  petitions,  his  honourable  friend 
had,  on  fome  other  occafion,  met  certain  perfons  at  a  tavern^ 
known  advocates  for  univerfal  fuffrage,  which  was  almoft 
proof  pofitive  that  his  honourable  friend  was  fo  too.  How 
did  this  fort  of  inference  operate  againft  the  right  honourable, 
gentleman  himfelf.  When  he  brought  forward  his  plans  of 
leform,  he  was  ading  at  all  points  with  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, the  great  apoftle  of  univerfal  fuffrage ;  and  it  was 
no  very  unreafonabie  fuppofition  that  his  very  firft  motion  on 
the  fubje£t  of  reform  might  have  been  concerted  witl\  his 
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Grace  at  Richmond  Houfe.  If  then  men's  intentions  wcic  to 
be  canvafled  by  fuppofed  privity  to  the  dcfigns  of  others,  the 
privity  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  the  Duke  of 
Richmond's  fyftcm  of  univerfal  fuffragc  could  not  be  denied, 
and  he  mud  be  pronounced  guilty  by  his  own  rule. 

The  right  honourable  geiuleman's  next  objeSion  was  to  the 
mode ;  the  very  fame  mode  which  he  himfelf  had  adopted. 
On  more  mature  confideraiion  he  had  altered  his  mode ;  but 
here.he  mud  intercede  for  the  right  honourable  genllcman's ju- 
venile judgement,'  and  in  particular  rcqucft  that  he  would  not 
infift  on  dragging  through  the  dirt  all  thofe  who  had  h-pporteJ 
him  in  his  firft  motion.  What  rcafon  he  had  for  chan-inij  a 
motion,  which  he  loft  only  by  twenty  votes,  was  perhaps  bet- 
ter known  to  himfelf  than  to  others  ;  but  he  had  no  right  to 
fay  that  a  motion  of  the  fame  kind  was  more  dangerous  novr 
Jlhan  his  own  in  1782.  He  who  had  fup ported  all  his  motions 
for  reform,  thought  the  firft  the  leaft  obje<3ionable  of  them  all. 
The  mode  of  proceeding  lately  infifted  upon,  that  a  Member 
who  propofed  the  redrefs  of  any  grievance  mutl  move  a  fpecitic 
remedy  before  the  Houfe  could  take  the  grievance  into  cunfidc- 
ration,  was  direSly  contrary  to  the  molt  appro\'ed  parliamen- 
tary prafiice.  The  Member  wlio  moved  for  a  Committc* 
might  go  intp  it  with  a  fpccific  llatement,  which  he  might  fee 
realbn  to  alter,  unlefs  indeed  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  got  an  exclufive  patent  for  altering  opinions  \  or  the  Com- 
mittee, fuppofmg  the  grievance  to  be  proved,  might  fuggdl  a 
plan  of  their  own,  fubjeft,  like  every  other,  to  future  nuxiifi- 
cation  or  rejedion  by  the  Houfe,  when  it  appeared  in  the  form 
of  a  bill.  Such  was  the  moft  convenient  and  the  moft  ordi- 
nary mode  of  proceeding  in  all  matters  of  great  importance. 
Now  what  -was  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpccific 
plan  ?  He  owed  an  apology  to  all  thofe  who  voted  for  it,  and 
to  him  (Mr.  Fox)  among  the  reft,  and  who,  although  they 
approved  of  a  parliamentary  reform^  did  not  approve  of  his 
particular  plan,  but  trufted,  that,  when  the  general  queftion 
was  carried,  they  (hould  be  able  to  frame  the  plan  in  a  lefs  ex- 
ceptionable mariner.  Thefe  were  the  precife  conditions  on 
which  he  then  called  for  the  fupport  of  all  who  wiihed  well  to 
parliamentary  reform  \  and  now-  he  pretended  to  fay  that,  by 
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ftipporting  ity  they  pledged  themfelves  not  to  the  general  queF-  - 
tion,  but  to  the  particular  plan.  The  general  rule  was,  for 
all  who  agreed  on  the  exiftence  of  a  grievance,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  remedy,  to  concur  as  far  as  they  could,  and  then  to 
debate  the  particulars  at  a  more  advanced  (lage.  This  was  a 
fufBcient  anfwer  ad  hominem  to  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man,  and  to  all  the  arguments  againft  the  mode.  All  thofe 
who  wifhed  well  to  the  general  fubjeft  ought  to  concur  in 
fupport  of  the  prefent  motion,  and  if  that  were  carried,  the 
fpecific  plan  would  come  properly  under  difcuflion  in  a  future 
ftagc. 

Another  objeflion  was  to  the  time.  When  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  made  his  motion,  he  alledgcd,  as  the  rea- 
fon  fur  it,  that  there  were  no  adequate  means  for  fupporting  a 
good  Minifter,  or  of  rcprcfling  a  bad  one,  without  a  reform  in 
the  reprefentation  ;  that  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  fyftem  had 
the  misfortune  of  the  American  war  been  owing ;  and  that  it 
was  neceflfary  to  provide  againft  the  nation's  falling  into  a. 
fimilar  calamity.  What  had  fmce  happened  to  make  the  cala- 
mity lefs  to  be  dreaded,  or  the  precaution  lefs  expedient  f 
Under  the  adm.ini(lration  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  aa 
adminiftration  of  which  he  approved,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  firft  propofed  reform,  and  that  too  in  a  time  of 
war.  Under  another  adminiftration,  of  which  he  did  not  ap- 
prove, he  again  propofed  it,  and  in  time  of  peace.  On  nei- 
ther of  thefe  occafions  did  he  confider  the  cbarader  of  the  Mi* 
xiiftry  as  at  all  afFa6ling  the  expediency  of  his  motion,  nor  had 
he  ever  argued  on  it  in  that  way.  A  third  adminiftration  fuc- 
ceeded,  of  which  he  certainly  did  not  entertain  a  bad  opinion* 
for  he  was  at  the  head  of  it  himfelf ;  ftill  he  maintained,  or 
iaid  he  maintained,  all  the  dodrines  he  had  held  before  on  the 
neceffity  of  reform.  His  reafon  could  not  be  that  he  diftrufted*. 
the  virtue  of  the  then  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  it  was  a  favou- 
rite Houfe  of  Conmions,  on  all  occafions  much  extolled  by 
faim.  Such  a  favourite  indeed,  that  his  plan  of  reform  was 
not  to  commence  till  after  the  diflblution  of  that  Parliament. 
Thus,  under  all  poflible  circumftances  of  time,  in  time  of 
war,  in  time  of  peace,  under  an  adminiftration  which  had  hit 
confidence,  under  an  adminiftration  that  had  it  not^  and  when 
be  himfelf  was  Minifteri  had  the  right  honourable  g^tlemaa 
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•gitated  the  queftion  of  reform*    What  was  there  now  to 
make  it  improper  for  another  to  do  that  which  it  had  been 
proper  for  him  to  do  in  every  variety  of  time  and  circum- 
fiances  ?     The  profperity  of  the  country  was  no  argument 
againd  reform,  for  it  was  not  urged  as  a  neceflary  meafure  to 
leftore  profperity,  but  to  give  fecurity  to  the  profperity  which 
we  enjoyed.    That  fecurity,  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's own  admiilion,  no  change  of  Minifters,  nothing  eUe 
could  give  ;  for  he  had  moved  it  when  Minider  himfelf,  and 
he  did  not  furely  diftruft  his  own  adminiftration.     When  his 
honourable  friend  gave  notice  of  his  motion  lad  year — a  part 
of  his  argument  which  had  been  very  unfairly  treated  —  he 
faid,  that  a  time  of  national  profperity  and  peace,  as  the  Mi- 
filder  had  defctibed  that  to  be,  mud  be  confidered  as  favourable 
for  reviving  the  queftion  of  reform.     Since  then  this  unfortu- 
nate and  mad  war  had  been  entered  into,  and  his  honourable 
friend  faid,  "  You  who  objedled  to  my  motion  laft  year,  as 
improper  in  the  fcafon  of  profperity  and  peace,  cannot  now 
make  the  fame  objcftion  in  the  fcafon  of  war,  and  much  pub- 
lic diilrcfs."     This,  which  he  adduced  merely  as  an  argumn- 
turn  ad  homines y  to  prove  the  inconfiftency  of  his  opponents, 
^as  attempted  to  be  made  a  charge  of  inconfiftency  againft 
himfelf.     What  objeftion  could  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man raife  to  reviving  the  queftion  of  reform  in  a  Houfe  of 
Commons  which  he  had  found  fo  favourable  to  him  on  every 
other  fubje<fl  r     He  w^ould  hardly  venture  to  fay  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  had  been  fo  univerfally  complaifant  to 
hiiTi,  that  he  was  fure  they  would  never  fupport  a  bad  Minifter.. 
Had  they  often  joined  him  in  oppofing  Ministers  whom  he 
choi;gl;t  bud,  he  might  indeed  fay  that  they  would  never  fuffer 
mifconducl  in  a  Minifter ;  but  on  nine  years  experience  of 
fupport  to  his  own  adminiftration,   it  would  be  rather  too 
much  to  make  the  fame  inference*    There  could  be  no  objec* 
tion  to  the  motion  being  made  now,  except  that  it  was  made 
by  his  honourable  friend  inftead  of  the  right  honourable  gen^i* 
tleman.     In  the  pride  of  his  new  wifdom,  his  prefent  felf  felt 
fuch  contempt  for  his  former  felf,  that  he  could  not  look  back 
on  his  former  condu£l  and  opinions  without  a  fort  of  infulting 
derifion.  ,  As  Lord  Foppington  in  the  play  faid,  "  I  begin  to 
think  that  when  I  was  a  commoner,  I  was  a  very  naufcous 
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fcUovr ;"  fo  the  right  honourable  gentleman  began  to  think, 
that  when  he  was  a  reformer,  he  mud  have  been  a  \  ery  &oli(h 
fellow  :  he  mighty  neverthelefs,  have  retained  fome  degree  of 
candour  for  his  honourable  friend,  who  had  not  yet  received 
the  new  lights  with  wKich  he  was  fo  marvelloufly  illuminated. 
If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  refted  his  objeftions  on 
the  change  of  circumftances  produced  by  the  events  in  France, 
his  argument  would  have  been  rational,  or  at  leaft  confiftcnt. 
But  he  appealed  to  the  recolle£lion  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  whether  he  had  not  in  1785  argued  as  earneftly 
againft  univerfal  reprefentation,  and  painted  the  dangers  of  it 
in  colours  as  ftrong  as  he  had  done  now  ?     The  events  in 
France,  therefore,  had  produced  no  aggravation  of  the  danger 
in  his  view  of  the  fubjeft,  but  rather  made  it  lefs,  in  as  much 
as  the  example  of  its  efFe£ls  in  France  had  brought  it  into 
utter  difcredit  in  the  mind  of  every  thinking  man  ;  and  what 
he  had  not  conlidered  as  an  obje£lion  to  his  own  mDtion  in 
1785,  he  had  no  right  to  infift  upon  as  an  objedion  to  the 
motion  of  his  honourable  friend  now. 

He  had  always  difliked  univerfal  reprefentation  as  much  at 

the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  that  diflike  was  no  reafon 

for  charging  it  with  more  mifchief  than  was  fairly  imputable 

to  it*     It  had  not  been  the  caufe,  as  the  right  honourable  gen  - 

tleman  alledged,  of  all  the  evils  in  France.     The  firft,  or 

Conftituting  Aflembly,  was  not  ele£led  on  this  plan,  but  on 

old  ufages  and  old  abufes ;  yet  that  Aflembly  had  done  fom« 

of  the  mod  unjuftifiable  things  done  in  France :  it  had  dcfpoil- 

ed  the  clergy  without  regard  to  fituation  or  charafter,  and  dc- 

ftroyed  the  nobility.     The  fecond,  or  Legiflative  Aflembly, 

was  not  chofen  by  individual  fufFrage  ;  for  when  the  conftitu- 

tion  was  framed,  wild  as  the  French  were,  they  had  laid  many 

leflriftions  on  individual  fufFrage,  and  made  the  difllndtion 

between  adive  and  inaftive  citizens.     It  was,  therefore,  un* 

juft  to  #harge  on  it  what  was  done  by  aflemblies  ele£led  before 

it  was  brought  into  ufe.     France,  after  doing  great  honour  to 

berfelf  by  ihaking  off  her  old  intolerable  defpotifm,  had  fince 

been  governed  by  counfels  generally  unwife,  and  often  wicked. 

But  what  had  this  to  do  with  our  reform  ?     It  had  been  faid, 

4at  French  principle,  though  not  more  deteftable  than  the 

principles  of  Ruffia,  were  more  dangerous  and  more  to  b» 
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guarded  «gain(l>  becaui^  more  fafcinating.  Would  any  man 
now  fay  that  French  principles  were  fafcinating  ?  What  then 
had  we  to  fear  from  what  no  man  in  his  fenfes  would  wifh  to 
copy? 

A  right  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Windham)  had  laft 
flight,  in  a  Tery  eloquent,  but  very  whimfical  fpeech,  endea* 
vourcd  to  prove  that  the  majority  was  generally  wrong.  But 
when  he  came  to  anfwer  fome  obje£lions  of  his  own  fuggeft- 
ingy  he  found  himfelf  reduced  to  fay,  that,  when  he  diflFered 
from  the  majority,  he  would  confider  himfelf  as  equally  inde* 
pendent  of  the  decifion  of  that  majority  as  one  independent 
country  of  the  decifion  of  another,  which  was  juft  to  fay  that 
he  would  put  an  end  to  fociety ;  for  where  every  individual 
was  independent  of  the  will  of  the  reft,  no  fociety  could  eKift. 
It  was  fingular  for  him  to  defend  the  decifion  of  the  majority » 
who  had  foimd  it  fo  often  againft  him  ;  and  he  was  in  hopes 
that  his  right  honourable  friend  would  have  (hewn  him  fome 
eafy  way  of  folving  the  difficulty.  His  right  honourable  friend 
faid  a  wife  man  would  look  firft  to  the  reafon  of  the  thing  to 
be  decided,  then  to  force,  or  his  power  of  carrying  that  deci- 
fion into  eiFecl,  but  never  to  the  majority.  He  would  fay^ 
look  firft,  and  look  laft  to  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  without  con- 
fidering  whether  the  majwity  is  likely  to  be  for  or  againti  you, 
and  leaft  of  all  to  force.  He  admitted  that  the  majority  might 
fometimes  opprefs  the  minority,  and  that  the  minority  might 
be  juftified  in  refifting  fuch  oppreffion,  even  by  force  ;  but  as 
a  general  rule,  though  not  without  exception,  the  majority  in 
every  community  muft  decide  for  the  whole,  becaufe  in  hunoan 
affairs  there  was  no  umpire  but  human  reafon.  The  prc- 
fumption  was  alfo  that  the  majority  would  be  right ;  for  if 
five  men  were  to  decide  by  a  majority,  it  was  probable  that 
the  three  would  be  right  and  the  two  wrong,  of  which,  if 
they  were  to  decide  by  force,  there  would  be  no  probability  af 
all.  What  was  the  criterion  of  truth  but  the  general  fcnfe  of 
mankind  ?  Even  in  mathematics  we  proceeded  from  certain 
axioms,  of  the  truth  of  which  we  had  no  other  proof  but  that 
all  mankind  agreed  in  believing  them.  If,  then,  what  all 
men  agreed  on  was  admitted  to  be  'true,  there  was  a  firong 
prefumption  that  what  many,  or  the  majority,  agreed  on,  way 
uue  likewife.    Even  reverence  fot  antiquity  rcfolved  itfel£ 
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into  this ;  for  what  Was  it  but  confulting  the  decifion  of  tfao 
majority,  not  of  one  or  two  generations,  but  of  many,  by  the 
concurrence  of  which  we  juftly  thought  that  we  arrived  at 
greater  certainty  i   His  obje£tion  to  univerfal  fiifirage  was  not 
diftruft  of  the  decifion  of  the  majority,  but  becaufe  there  was 
no  practical  mode  of  colleding  fuch  fuffrage,  and  that  by  at-  ' 
tempting  it,  what  from  the  operation  of  hope  on  fome,  fear 
on  others,  and  all  the  finifter  means  of  influence  that  would  fb 
certainly  be  exerted,  fewer  individual  opinions  would  be  col* 
lefled  than  by  an  appeal  to  a  limited  number.     Therefore, 
holding  fad  to  the  right  of  the  majority  to  decide,  and  to  the 
natural  rights  of  man,  as  taught  by  the  French,  but  much 
abufed  by  their  pra£lice,  he  would  refift  univerfal  fuffrage. 
Without  attempting  to  follow  his  right  honourable  friend^ 
when  he  propofed  to  foar  into  the  fkies,  or  dive  into  the  deep, 
to  encoimter  his  metaphyfical  adVerfaries,  becaufe  in  fuch 
heights  and  depths  the  operations  of  the  aAors  were  too  re- 
mote from  view  to  be  obferved  with  much  benefit,  he  would 
reft  on  pradlice,  to  which  he  was  more  attached,  as  being 
better  underftood.     And  if  by  a  peculiar  interpofition  of  Di» 
vine  power,  could  be  colleded  all  the  wifeft  men  of  every  age 
and  of  every  country  into  one  allembly,  he  did  not  believe  that 
their  united  wifdom  would  be  capable  of  forming  even  a  tole- 
rable conftitution.     In  this  opinion  he  thought  he  was  fup« 
ported  by  the  unvarying  evidence  of  hiftory  and  obfervation— 
another  opinion  he  held,  no  matter  whether  erroneous  or  not, 
for  he  dated  it  only  as  an  illuftration,  viz.  that  the  moft  flcil- 
ful  architect  could  not  build,  in  the  firft  inftance,  fo  commo- 
dious a  habitation  as  one  that  had  been  originally  intended  for 
fome  other  ufe,  and  had  been  gradually  improved  by  fuccefiivo 
alterations  fuggefted  by  various  inhabitants  for  its  prefent  pur* 
pofe.     If  then  fo  fimple  a  ftrudure  as  a  commodious  habita- 
tion was  fo  difficult  in  theory,  how  much  more  difficult  the 
firudure  of  a  governmeni  ?     One  apparent  exception  might 
be  mentioned,  the  Conftitution  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, which  he  believed  to.be  fo  excellently  conftnided,  and  fo 
admirably  adapted  to  their  circumftances  and  fituation,  that  it 
left  us  no  room  to  boaft  that  our  own  was  the  fole  admiration 
of  the  world*     The  objeftion,  however,  was  only  apparent. 
They  had  not  a  conftitution  to  build  up  from  the  foundation  { 
Vol.  XXXV.  3  S 
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they  had  ours  to  work  upon,  and  adapt  to  their  own  wants  and 
purpofcs.  This  was  what  the  motion  now  recommended  to 
the  Houfe,  not  to,  pull  down,  but  to  work  upon  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  to  examine  it  with  care  and  reverence,  to  repair  it  where 
decayed,  to  amend  it  where  defeftive,^  to  prop  it  where  it 
wanted  fupport,  to  adapt-it  to  the  purpofcs  of  the  prefent  time, 
as  our  anceftors  had  done  from  generation  to  generation,  and 
always  tranfmitted  it  not  only  unimpaired,  but  improved,  to 
their  pofteriiy. 

His  right  'honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had  faid,  on 
a  former  occafion,  (Mr.  Flood's  motion),  that  if  the  conllitu- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  that  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex  alone  elefted  the  reprefentatives  for  the  whole  kingdom, 
he  would  not  confent  to  alter  that  mode  of  reprefcntation, 
while  he  knew  from  experience  that  it  had  produced  fuch  be- 
nefits as  we  had  long  enjoyed.  Now,  fuppofe,  for  the  fake 
of  argument,  that  the  county  of  Cornwall,  fomewhat  lefs  likely 
to  be  a  virtual  rcprefentative  of  the  whole  kingdom  than  Mid- 
dlefex,  were,,  inftead  of  fending  forty-four  Members  to  Par- 
liament, to  fend  the  whole  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  fuch  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  might,  for  a  time,  be  a  proper  check  on 
the  executive  power,  and  watch  over  the  interefts  of  the  whole 
kingdom  with  as  much  care  as  thofe  of  Cornwall ;  but  with 
fuch  a  Houfe  of  Commons  no  argument  would  perfuade  him 
to  remain  fatisfied,  becaufe  there  was  no  fecurity  that  it  would 
continue  to  do  fo.  The  queftion  now  to  be  examined  was, 
.Did  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  at  prefent  conftituted,  anfwer 
the  purpofcs  which  it  was  intended  to  anfwer ;  and  had  the 
people  any  fecurity  that  it  would  continue  to  do  fo  ?  To  both 
branches  of  the  queftion  he  anfwcred  decidedly  in  the  negative. 
Before  proceeding  to  the  reafuns  on  which  he  thus  anfwered, 
.it  was  neceflary  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  circumftances 
which;  in  his  opinion,  would  juftify  a  change.  Many  things 
fhort  of  actual  fuffering  would  juftify  not  only  a  change,  but 
.  even  refiftance.  When  the  difpute  began  with  America,  it 
was  not  becaufe  it  was  held  that  the  Britifh  Parliament  had  no 
legal  right  to  tax  America  that  the  project  of  taxing  her  was 
oppofed.  The  Americans  indeed  did  maintain  that  the  Britifh 
Parliament  had  no  fuch  right  ^  hut  he  and  many  others  who 
oppofed  the  meafure  admitted  the  right,  and  he  was  ftill  of  the 
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lame  opinion.  What  then  was  the  ground  of  the  oppofiiioh  ? 
It  was  not  any  adual  fufFering  on  the  part  of  the  Americans : ' 
they  themfelves  allowed  that  the  taxes  attempted  to  be  im- ' 
pofed  were  of  the  moft  eafy  and  unoppreffive  kind.  But  al- ' 
though  thefe  taxes  were  fo,  they  had  no  Security  that  heavy 
and  oppreffive  taxes  might  not,  at  fome  future  period,  be  im- 
pofed  upon  them  by  a  legiflative  body,  in  which  they  had  no 
reprefentalion,  with  which  they  had  no  very  clofe  connexion 
of  common  intereft,  and  over  which  they  had  no  means  of 
control.  He,  therefore,  and  thofe  with  whom  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  ad,  thought  this  want  of  fccurity,  for  what  they  were 
not  then  aihamed  to  call  the  rights  of  man,  a  fufficient  caufc 
of  refiftance.  They  julHfied  the  Americans  in  that  glorious 
refiftance,  for  which  they  were  then  called  the  advocates  of 
American  rebels,  as  fome  of  them,  though  too  familiar  with 
fuch  charges  much  to  heed  them,  were  now  called  the  advo-' 
cates  of  the  French.  That  glorious  refiftance  was  ultimately 
fuccefsful,"  and  to  that  fuccefc  would  yet  be  ov\ring  the  liberties 
of  mankind,  if  in  this  country  they  (hould  unhappily  be  fuf- 
fered  to  perifli.  Jealoufy  too  was  a  good  caufe  of  change,  or 
even  of  refiftance ---not  jealoufy  captious  or  malignant,  but 
jealoufy  founded  on  well-examined  and  rational  grounds  of 
fufpicion.  Men  were  not  bound  to  wait  till  their  liberties 
were  adlually  invaded  ;  prudence  called  for  means  of  preven- 
tion and  defence  ;  and,  to  juftify  thefe,  it  was  fufficient  that 
they  faw  a  clear  poflibility  of  danger. 

Now,  to  fliew  that  the  Houfe  in  its  prefent  ftatc  was  unfit 
for  the  funflions  which  it  ought  to  difchargc,  he  referred  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  Americaa  war*.  It  was  dangerous  to  make 
a  conceflion  in  argument,  for  on  that  conceflion  was  generally 
built  fome  aflfertion  very  different  from  what  had  been  con- 
ceded. He  had  once  admitted  that  the  American  war  was  po- 
pular in  the  beginning  ;  and  on  that  had  been  built  the  aflcr- 
tion,  that  he  had  called  it  the  war  of  the  people.  He  never 
culled,  nor  meant  to  call  it  fo ;  for,  in, truth,  it  was  nothing 
lefs — it  was  the  war  of  the  Court.  By  the  Court  the  projedl 
of  taxing  America  was  conceived,  and  the  People  were  taught 
to  believe  that  their  money  would  be  faved,  and  their  burdens 
cafed  by  a  revenue  drawn  from  another  country. 
-  '  •:  .  •  3  S-  2 
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Thus  were  they  firft  deluded,  and  then  bribed  by  an  appeal 
to  their  pockets,  into  an  approbation  of  the  fchense  of  the 
Court*  This  was  no  aflumption  of  his,  for  it  was  perfedly 
well  known,  that  when  a  confiderable  addition  to  the  {landing 
army  was  propofed,  the  country  gentlemen  were  induced  to 
agree  to  it,  by  hints  that  the  expence  would  be  defrayed  frooa 
another  quarter,  inftead  of  falling  upon  them.  In  compliance 
with  the  wiihes  of  the  Court,  the  Houfe  pafled  the  mem<mble 
Stamp  aA.  The  Stamp  slA  was  refifted  and  repealed  ;  and 
the  repeal  was  as  popular  as  the  pafling  of  it  had  been.  Was 
this  a  prefumption,  that  the  war  was  the  war  of  the  people  ? 
Was  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  a  clear  proof  that  the  people  had 
no  definite  idea  of  the  obje£l  of  the  war  ?  When^  by  (tibfe- 
quent  a£b  of  the  fame  nature,  and  iimilar  refiftance  on  die 
part  of  Ameridi,  the  war  was  brought  on,  then  iniieed  the  in-* 
dignationof  the  people  was  excited  by  the  fdppo&d  ingratitude 
of  the  colonies  to  the  mother  country ;  their  paflions  inflamed ; 
the  love  of  military  glory,  natural  to  the  minds  of  a  great  and 
brave  nation,  roufed  ;  and  the  war  became  popular.  But  the 
war  itfelf  was  the  aft  of  the  Court,  deluding  the  People  by 
the  fubferviency  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  Houfe 
pafled  the^tamp  a£l ;  the  Houfe  took  all  the  other  meafores 
that  led  to  the  war,  and  voted  that  it  (hould  be  fupported,  not 
as  the  organ  of  the  People,  but  as  the  obedient  fervant  of  the 
Court.  What  was  a  fuccefsful  war  i  he  was  fomewhat  at  a 
loTs  to  know.  The  American  war,  from  the  beginning,  he 
had  always  called  unfuccefsful ;  but  he  was  year  after  year 
tM  that  he  v^as  quite  mi(bdcen,  and  that  the  fuccefs  was  fiiDy 
adequate  to  every  reafonable  expeftation.  At  length  came 
the  final  blow,  the  capture  of  Lord  Comwallis  and  his  army 
i—  the  war  was  acknowledged  to  be  unfuccefsful,  and  the 
Houfe  put  an  end  to  it,  but  not  till  feveral  years  after  the  Peo« 
pie  had  begun  to  fend  up  petitions  and  remonftrances  againft 
it. 

In  fome  of  the  petitions  on  the  table  the  accumulation  of 
the  public  debt  was  imputed  to  the  defeA  of  the  reprefenta- 
tion,  and  he  was'  forry  to  fee  fuch  an  abfurdity  in  them.  The 
act:umttlation  of  the  public  debt  was  the  neceflary  confequence 
of  the  wars  which  we  had  been  obliged  tp  maintain  in  defence 
of  our  Conftitution  and  our  national  independence  i  and  ht 
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for  one  had  no  fcniple  in  declaring,  that  ererj  war  in  which 
we  had  been  engaged^  from  the  Revolution  to  the  American 
"vntr,  was  both  juft  and  neceflary.    He  would,  therefore,  ac** 
quit  the  Houfe  of  all  the  debt  contraded,  except  for  the  Ame* 
rican  war,  and  as  nnich  as  might  fairly  be  imputed  to  too  re» 
mifs  a  fuperintendence  of  the  expenditure  of  public  money ; 
for  all  the  debt  contrafied  to  fupport  the  American  war,  after 
that  war  became  unpopular,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  un* 
doubtedly  anfwerable.     It  was  not. enough  for  preventing 
wars  that  we  were  difpofed  to  cultivate  peace,  if  our  neigh* 
hours  were  not  as  peaceably  difpofed  as  ourfelvcs*    When, 
therefore,  the  petitioners  talked  of  preventing  wars  by  re- 
ferming  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  they  forgot  that  the  work 
would  be  but  half  done,  unlefs  they  could  give  as  good  a  Con- 
ftitution  to  France  as  England  would  then  be  pofleflecl  of« 
But  when  he  mentioned  this,  he  raifed  no  argument  from  it 
againft  the  general  prayer  for  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation. 
A  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke),  on  prefenting  his 
plan  of  conciliation  with  America  in  1775,  made  a  fpeech,  in 
which  the  virtues  and  the  efficacy  of  reprefentation  were  dif- 
played  with  a  force  and  cleamefs  unequalled.    Were  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  uncivilifed  and  unfubdued  after  a  forcible  poflel^ 
fion  of  their  country  for  ages,  what  was  the  remedy  ?    Repre- 
fentation. —  Were  the  Welch  in  perpetual  contention  among 
diemfelves,  and  hoftility  to  Englifhmen,  what  was  the  reme- 
dy?   Reprefentation. — Were  the  counties  of  Chefter  and 
Durham  full  of  difcontent  and  diforder,  what  was  the  reme« 
dy  ?     Reprefentation.  —  Reprefentation  was  the  univerfal  pa<* 
oacea,  the  cure  for  every  evil.    When  the  Englilh  Conftitu- 
tion  had  once  arifen  in  their  fight,  all  was  harmony,  within 

and  without • 

— —  Simul  alba  nautis 

Stella  refulftt, 
Defiuit  faxis  agitatus  humor ; 
Concidunt  venti,  fugiuntque  nubes  ; 
^Et  minax  (fix  di  voluere)  ponto 
Unda  recumbit. 

I^t  gentlemen  reaH  this  fpeech  by  day,  and  meditate  on  it 
l^  flight ;  let  them  perufe  it  again  and  again,  ftudy  it,  imprint 
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it  on  their  minds,  imprefs  it  on  their  hearts  ;  they  would  there 
learn  that  reprefentation  was  the  fovereign  remedy  for  cvciy 
diforder,  the  infallible  fecurity  againft  popular  difcontent  ;  let 
them  learn  this,  and  give  to  the  people  not  the  unreal  moc- 
kery, but  the  efficient  fubftance  of  reprefentation. 

He  came  next  to  confider  the  condud  of  the  Houfc  fince 
the  American  war.     When  the  India  bill,  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  propofe,  was  loft,  was  it  becaufe  the  bill  was  un- 
popular ?     By  no  means.     Whatever  odium  had  beeii  after- 
wards excited  againft  it,  the  people  had  then  expreffed  no  dif- 
approbation.      The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
had  no  hand  in  its^defeat ;  for,  ready  and  able  as  he  iwas  to 
fpeak  againft  it,  it  paffed  the  Houfc  of  Commons  by  a  grat 
majority.     By  whom  then  was  it  thrown  out  ?    Let  the  merit 
be  given  to  thofe  to  whom  it  belonged — it  was  thrown  oat  by 
certain  Bedchamber  Lords,  ading  under  the  direction  of  thofe 
who  had  accefs  to  advife  the  King.    The  difmiffion  of  the  Mi- 
niftry  followed  the  rejedion  of  the  bill,  and  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  adhered  to  the  difcarded  Minifters.     The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  furely  allow  that  the  Houfe,  in  or- 
der to  execute   its  funftions,    ought  to  command  refpccl. 
Did  it  command  refpeft  on  that  occafion  ?     Was  it  refpe£lcd 
by  the  Crown,  by  the  Peers,  or  by  the  People  ?     The  advi- 
fers  of  the  Crown  difregarded  its  remunftrances ;  the  Peers 
came  to  refolutions  cenfuring  its  proceedings ;  and  the  People 
treated  it  not  as  their  organ  in  the  Conftitution,  and  the  guar- 
dian of  their  rights,  but  as  a  fadlion  leagued  to  opprefs  them, 
with  whom  they  had  no  common  intereft  or  common  caufe. 
Since  that  period  the  Houfe  had  not  only  commanded  refpe^t, 
but  praifc,   from  thofe  who   were  permitted  to  advife  the 
Crown,  not  by  oppofition,  but  by  prompt  obedience ;  not  by 
a  watchful  and  jealous  guardian(hip  of  the  interefts  of  the 
People,  but  by  implicit   confidence  in  Minifters  and  pliant 
acquiefcence  in  the  meafures  of  the  Court.     Thrice  had  that 
Houfc  of  Commons,  which  he  fliould  nover  mention  bu.t  with 
honour,  rcfifted  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  nothing  then 
v/as  talked  of  but  a  reform  of  Parliament.     The  Houfe  of 
Commons  had  been  now  for  nine  years  a  complaifant  and  con- 
fiding body,  and  the  cry  of  reform  from  thofe  who  were  for- 
merly the  loudcft  and  moft  adlive  was  heard  no  more.    Reform 
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-was  then  the  only  thing  that  could  fave  the  Conftitution :  the 
very  found  of  reform  was  now  pregnant  with  the  moft  immi- 
nent and  gigantic  danger.  When  that  Houfe  of  Commons 
refilled  the  influence  of  the  Court,  they  were  told  that  they 
were  not  the  repref^ntativcs  of  the  people,  and  that  they  were 
not  fo  chofen  as  they  .ought  to  be-  The  people  felt  that 
the  charge  was  true  in  part,  and  were  eafily  induced  to  give 
credit  to  the  whole.  Had  that  Houfe  of  Commons  been  cho-  , 
fen  in  a  Icfs  objeSionable  manner,  had  the  people  confidcred 
them  as  their  reprcfentatives,  could  they  have  been  fo  con- 
temptuoufly  treated  and  fo  ignominioully  difmiifed  as  they 
were  ?  No ;  the  people  would  have  feen  that  the  caufe  of 
their  reprcfentatives  was  the  fame  with  their  own  :  they  would 
have  given  them  their  confidence  and  their  fupport.  But,  it 
was  faid,  a  Houfe  of  Commons  fo  chofen  as  to  be  a  complete 
reprefentativc  of  the  People,  would  be  too  powerful  for  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  even  for  the  King  :  they  would  abolifli 
the  one,  and  difmifs  the  other.  If  the  King  and  the  Houlc 
of  Lords  were  unneceffary  and  ufelefs  branches  of  the  Conlli- 
tution,  let  them  be  difmifled  and  abolifhed  ;  for  the  people 
were  not  made  for  them,  but  they  for  the  people.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  the  King  and  the  Houfe  of  Lords  were  felt  and  be- 
lieved by  the  people,  as  he  was  confident  they  were,  to  be  not 
only  ufeful  but  elTential  parts  of  the  Conftitution,  a  Houfe  of 
Commons,  freely  chofen  by,  and  fpeaking  the  fentiments  of, 
the  people,  would  cherifh  and  prote£l  both  within  the  bounds 
-which  the  Conftitution  had  all^gned  them.  In  the  Ruffian  ar- 
mament, what  had  been  the  mode  of  proceeding  ?  The  Mi- 
nifter  tliought  proper  to  arm  again  ft  Ruffia,  and  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  called  upon  to  vote  the  fupplies.  Were  they 
allowed  to  inquire  into  the  neceffity  of  that  armament,  or  to 
judge  of  its  propriety  ?  No  ;  they  were  told  that  to  Miniftcrs 
it  belonged  to  judge,  .and  to  them  to  confide  ;  and  on  this  im- 
plicit confidence  they  voted  the  fums  demanded  of  them.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  people  (hewed  their  difapprobation  of  a 
war  with  Ruffia  ;  the  Minifter  adopted  their  fentiments ;  call* 
ed  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  agree  with  him  in  this  change 
of  opinion,  and  the  Houfe  acquiefced.  He  would  neither  al- 
low the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  judge  in  the  firft  inftance,  nor, 
through  himi  look  for  the  opinion  of  the  people  in  the  fecond. 
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He  was  to  colled  the  opinion  of  the  people^  and  tdl  fbtik 
who  ought  to  be  their  reprefentatives,  and  the  organs  of  their 
fentimcnts,  what  that  opinion  was.  The  leflbn  thus  held  out 
to  every  man  in  the  Houfe  was  this — **  If  you  look  for  ho- 
nour or  for  power,  you  mud  take  care  to  conciliate  the  adfi* 
fers  of  the  Crown  by  a  ready  fubferviency  to  whatever  they 
require.  If  you  prefume  to  counteraft  them,  you  may  enjoy 
the  confciournefs  of  ferving  the  public  without  hope  cr  le- 
ward ;  but  from  power  and  fttuation,  from  all  the  fiiur  objefis 
of  honourable  ambition,  you  are  for  ever  excluded." 

Having  thus  (hewn  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  now 
conftituted,  was  neither  adequate  to  the  due  difcharge  of  its 
Guties  at  prcfent,  nor  afforded  any  fecurity  that  it  waald  be  16 
in  future,  what  remained  for  him  to  anfwer  but  general  topics 
of  declamation  ?  He  had  fuflicient  confidence  in  the  Biaxims 
he  had  early  learned,  and  fuflicient  reverence  for  the  authois 
from  whom  he  learned  them,  to  brave  the  ridicule  now  at- 
tempted to  be  thrown  upon  all  who  avowed  opinions  that  till 
very  lately  had  been  received  as  the  fundamental  principles  of 
liberty.  He  was  ready  to  fay  with  Locke,  that  govemmeot 
originated  not  only/^^r,  hut  from  the  people,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple were  the  legitimate  fovereign  in  every  community.  If 
fuch  writings  as  were  now  branded  as  fubverfive  of  all  govern- 
ment had  not  been  read  and  (ludied,  would  the  Parliament  of 
1640  have  done  thofe  great  and  glorious  things,  but  for  whidi 
we  might  have  been  now  receiving  the  mandates  of  a  defpott 
like  Germans,  or  any  other  flaves.  A  noble  Lord  (Morning- 
ton)  had  difcovered  that  Roufleau,  in  his  Social  Contrad,  had 
faid  a  very  extravagant  thing.  He  was  not  very  well  qualified 
to  judge,  for  he  had  found  the  beginning  of  the  Social  Con- 
trail *  extravagant,  that  he  could  not  read  it  throu^  ;  but  he 
believed  it  was  one  of  the  moft  extravagant  of  that  author's 
works.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  noble  Lord  had  pro- 
duced an  extravagant  faying  from  Roufleau  as  a  novelty  ;  but 
it  was  fomewbat  remarkable  that  an  extravagant  thing,  from 
the  moft  extravagant  work  of  an  extravagant  foreign  author, 
jQiould  be  produced  as  an  argument  againft  a  reform  in  the  re*, 
piefentatioh  of  the  people  of  Great  Briton.  Reverence  for  an* 
tiquity  was  then  appealed  to,  and  gentlemen  were  a(ked  if 
they  would  confent  to  alter  that  which  in  former  tiaics  had 
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been  ^odm&ive  of  fuch  imporUugit  acquifitions  of  libertjr. 
WitK  equal  propriety  our  anceftors  mi^bt  bave  been  aj^ced  if 
they  ivould  alter  that  ConAUvtioa«iiderwt)ich  fogi:eatan 
acquifltion  to  liberty  as  Magna  Chart*  V4  i^^fiB  obtained  i 
and  jetf  after  the  acqaifition  of  Maffm  Charta,  the  condition 
ef  this  country  had  been  fuch  as  w$s  rather,  to  be  execrate4 
and  detefled,,  than  cheriHied  and  admiied*    W-hea  gentlenoefi 
talked  of  the  danger  of  ra(h  innovationj  and  the  gr^at  advan-i 
tages  of  temperate  and  flow  refomf^  they  might  find  all  they 
had  to  fay  anticipated  in  a  much  naofe  pleafant  trcalife  than 
any  of  their  fpeeches,  viz.  the  Tale  of  a  T^,'  where  bro* 
ther  Jack's  tearing  oiF  the  lace  poiots  and  en^broid^  froni 
his  coati  at  the  hazard  of  reducing  the  ooat  itfelf  to  tatters,* 
and  brother  Martin's  caiitioufly  picking  up  ftitch  by  ftitch^ 
exhibited  an  abftraA  of  all  their  arguments  oa  the  fubjeA. 
The  feptennisl  a&j  in  the  opinion  of  aax^f  had  been  the 
means  of  preferving  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  ^  the  throne* 
But  had  fuch  a  Houfe  of  Commons  as  the  prefent  been  thea 
in  being,  what  would  have  become  of  the  Houfe  of  Jkwt^ 
wick  and  the  Proteftant  fucceffion  i    <<  What  I"  they  woukl 
have  faidy  ''  adopt  fo  violent  an  innovation  as  fepteraml 
inftcad  of  triennial  Parliaments ;  do  yoo  mean  to  bbvert 
the  whole  fabric  of  the  Conftitution?    Triennial  Parlia- 
ments were  fan^lioned  at  the  glorious  epoch  of  the  Revolu* 
tion  ;  to  triennial  Parliaments  we  owe  all  the  f  rofperity,  all 
the  glory  of  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ; 
to  triennial  Parliaments  are  we  indebted  for  the  vi£lory  of 
Blenheim." — As  rationally  might  they  have  faid,  that  to 
triennial  Parliaments  they  were  indebted  for  the  vtftory  of 
Blenheim,  as  it  might  be  now  faid,  that  to  the  riglit  of  Old 
iiarum  to  fend  Members  to  Parliament  we  were  inddsted  fof 
our  annual  exports  being  Increafed  (even  millions*    If  to 
fuch  fources  as  thefe  national  profpertty  was  to  be  traced  4  if 
for  the  eflence  of  our  Conftitution  we  Were  to  repair  to  a 
^ttage  on  Saliibury  Plain ;  oi>  for  the  fake  of  antiquity 
more  reverend,  let  us  lake  Stozkhenge  fbr  OM  Sanim ;  then 
might  wd  undertake  pilgrimages  to  th^  facxed  {hrine>  tad  tell 
each  admiring  ftranger,  ''Look  not  for  the  caufes  of  our 
envied  condition  in  the  fyftcm  of  our  govepn^ent  and  Isnrsf 
Vol.  XXX\^-  3  T 
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here  rcfidcs  the  hallowed  depofit  of  all  the  happinefs  "wc  en- 
joy ;  but  if  you  move  one  of  thefe  rugged  ftones  from  ano- 
ther^  the  Britiih  Conftitution  is  thrown  from  its  bafis  and 
levelled  with  the  duft." — A  right  honourable  friend  of  his 
[Mr.  Windham  was  Chairman  of  the  Downton  Committee] 
had  been  lately  employed  for  many  weary  days  in  examining 
thfe  divifions  of  burgage  tenures,  to  be  found  in  a  trench  at 
Downton.  Had  it  occurred  to  him,  that  in  this  trench  he 
was  fearching  for  the  moft  eflentiat  principles  of  the  Confti- 
tution, the  inveftigation  would  have  been  fomewhat  Icfs  irk- 
fome,  the  labour  fomewhat  lefs  faftidiousl 

The  ;;efation  prefented  fafts  into  which  the  Houfc  was 
bound  to  inquire,  both  in  its  legiflative  and  its  inquifitcvial 
capacity.  In  the  petition  it  was  affirmed,  that  Peers  nomi- 
nated  Members  to  feats  in  the  Houfe  ;  and  they  had  a  (land- 
ing ordcr^that  no  Peer  fhould  interfere  in  elefilons.  In  the 
petition  it  was  aflerted,  that  biribery  and  corruption  were 
openly  pra£kifed  at  elections  ;  and  they  had  a  (landing  order 
againft  bribery  and  corruption.  Let  thofe  fails  be  inquired 
into,  or  thefe  idle  denunciations  be  expunged  from  their 
Journals.  A  Seleft  Committee  had  reported  bribery  againil 
certain  electors  of  Stockbridge  ;  and  a  bill  of  pains  atid  pe- 
nalties, which  had  been  fonndcd  on  that  report,  had  been 
rejeSed.  He  was  not  forry  for  it :  he  vviflied  not  to  fee  a 
,poor  man  pupiilicd  for  felling  his  vote,  while  the  fale  of 
feats  was  connived  at.  The  corruption  of  an  individual 
voter  was  undoubtedly  an  evil,  but  fmall  in  comparison  of 
the  mifchievous  efFecls  which  the  fale  of  feats  mull  proJucc 
on  the  minds  of  the  fellers  and  the  buyers,  while  both  of 
them  knew  that  it  was  contrary  to  law.  Let  the  Houfe  in- 
quire  and  put  a  (lop  to  fuch  pradices,  or  avow  their  expe- 
diency and  repeal  the  laws  that  made  them  criminal. 

The  latenefs  of  the  hour,  the  clcarnefs  of  the  caufc,  and 
the  danger  of  rejefting  the  motion,  rendered  it  unneccflary 
for  him  to  infift  .farther  upon  it.  One  word  only  with  re- 
fpe£l  to  the  time.  It  was  triumphantly  faid,  by  gentlemen 
on-  the  other  fide,  that  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of 
the  people  of  England  were  well  a(Feaed  to  the  Con(litu- 
tion,  and  he  believed  that  they  were  right.    Where  then  was 
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the  danger  of  inquiring  into  the  defefts  of  the  Conftitution 
with  a  view  of  correfting  them  ?  Could  they  hope  for  fome 
golden  period,  in  which  the  proportion  of  the  ilI-aiFe£ied 
would  be  lefs  than  as  one  to  ninety -nine  ?  The  objeftion  to 
the  time  was  therefore  a  fallacy,  a  mere  preteaft  for  putting  off 
what  the  Houfe  could  not  help  feeing  to  be  neceflary,  but 
felt  unwilling  to  begin.  This  manner  of  poftponing,  on  the 
moft  frivolous  pretences,  what  could  not  be  denied  to  be  fit, 
was  more  properly  the  objeft  of  ridicule  than  of  argument ; 
the  time  muft  come  when  the  Houfe  would  be  unable  to  dif- 
guife,  even  from  themfdves,  the  neceffity  of  inquiring  into 
the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation ;  and  then  too,  perhaps,  they 
might  give  room  for  a  new  application  of  the  poet's  raillery 
on  an  individual 

.  '*  Let  that  be  wrought  which  Mat  doth  fay : 
Yea,  quoth  the  Erie,  but  not  to-day.*' 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Several  Members  rofe  to  fpeak,  but  the  Houfe  calling  loudly 
for  the  queflion,  it  was  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided ; 
For  referring  the  petition  to  a  Committee,     41 
Againftit,  ■■  28a. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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The  fcllowifig  is  an  aathentic  Copy  of  the  Petition,  praying 
for  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  prt^fented  to  the  Houfo  by 
Mr.  Grey : 

2i  tbi  HonouraiU  the  Commons  of  Great  Britalny  in 
Parliament  ajfcmb!ed\ 

The  humble  Petition,  &c.  flieweth, 

Thati  by  the  form  and  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  Conftitu- 
tion,  the  King  is  veiled  with  the  fole  executive  power. 

That  the  Houfe  of  Lords  confifrs  of  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  deriving  their  titles  and  confequence  either  from 
the  Crown,  or  from  hereditary  privileges. 

That  thefe  two  powers,  if  they  aded  without  control^ 
would  form  either  a  defpotic  monarchy,  or  a  dangerous 
pligarchy. 

That  the  wifdom  of  our  anceflors  hath  contrived  that 
thefe  authorities  may  be  rendered  not  only  harmlefs,  but 
})eneficia],  and  be  exercifed  for  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  o£ 
tbe  people. 

That  this  fecurity  and  happinefs  are  to  be  looked  for  in 
the  introdu£lion  of  a  third  eftate,  diftin£l  from,  and  a^ 
check  upon,  the  ether  two  branches  of  the  Legiflature; 
created  by,  reprefenting,  and  refponfible  to^  the  people  them* 
felves. 

That  fo  much  depending  upon  the  prefervation  of  this 
third  eftate,  in  fuch  its  conftitutional  purity  and  ftrength^ 
your  petitioners  are  reafonably  jealous  of  whatever  may  ap* 
pear  to  vitiate  the  one  or  to  impair  the  other. 

That  at  the  prefent  day  the  Houfe  of  Commons  does  not 
Mly  aod  fairly  reprefent  the  people  of  England,  which, 
/cen^ftently  with  what  your  petitioners  conceive  to  be^the 
principles  of-  the  Conftitution,  they  confider  as  a  grievance, 
and  therefore,  with  all  becoming  refpeft,  lay  their  com-> 
plaints  before  your  honourable  Houfe. 

That  though  the  terms  in  which  your  petitioners  ftate 
their  grievance  may  be  looked  upon  as  ftrong,  yet  your  bo- 
noarable  Houfe  is  entreated  to  beliere  that  no  expreiBon  is 
l&ade  uie  of  for  the  purpofe  of  offence.  < 

Your  petitioners  in  affirming  that  your  honborable  Hoqfe 
>s  not  an  adequate  reprefentation  of  the  people  of  England, 
do  but  ftate  tt  fad,  which,  if  the  word  <*  reprefentation  "  be 
accepted  in  its  fair  and  obvious  fenfe,  they  are  ready  to 
prore,  and  which  they  think  detrimental  to  their  intft- 
jp&^^  an4  contrary  to  tbe  fpirit  of  tbe  Conftitution. 
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How  far  this  inadequate  reprefentation  is  prejudicial  to 
their  interefts,  your  petitioners  apprehend  they  may  be  al- 
lowed to  decide  for  themfelves ;  but  how  far  it  is  contrary 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution,  they  refer  to  the  confi* 
deration  cf  your  honourable  Houfe, 

If  your  honourable  Houfe  fhall  be  pleafed  to  determine 
th^t  the  people  of  England  ought  not  to  be  fully  rcpre- 
fented,  your  petitioners  pray  that  fuch  your  determination 
may  he  made  known,  to  the  end  that  the  people  may  be  ap* 
pri/^d  of  their  real  filuation;  but  if  your  honourable  Hoafe 
fhall  conceive  that  the  people  are  already  fully  reprefented, 
then  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention^^to  the 
foll'^wing  fafls: 

Your  petitioners  complain,  that  the  number  of  reprefen- 
tatives  afligned  to  the  different  counties  is  grofsiy  difpropor- 
tioned  t6  their  comparative  extent,  population,  and  trade. 

Your  petitioners  complain,  that  the  eledive  franchife  is 
fo  partially  and  unequally  diftrihuted,  and  is  in  fo  many  in- 
fiances  committed  to  bodies  of  men  of  fuch  very  limited 
numbers  that'  the  Majority  qf  your  honourable  Houfe  is 
eleded  by  lefs  than  fifteen  thoufand  eledors,  which,  even 
if  the  male  adults  in  the  kingdom  be  eftimated  at  fo  low  a 
number  as  three  millions,  is  not  more  than  the  two  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  people  to  be  reprefented. 

Your  petitioners  complain,  that  the  right  of  voting  is 
regulated  by  no  uniform  or  rational  principle. 

Your  petitioners  complain,  that  the  exercifs  of  the  elec- 
tive franchife  is  only  renewed  once  in  feven  years. 

Your  petitioners  thus  diftindlly  ftate  the  fubjedl  matter  of 
their  complaints,  that  your  honourable  Houfe  may  be  con* 
vinced  that  they  are  afling  from  no  fpirit  of  general  difcon- 
tent,  and  that  you  may  with  the  more  eafe  be  enabled  to 
inquire  into  the  fafts,  and  to  apply  the  remedy. 

For  the  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  fir  ft  complaint,  yottr 
petitioners  refer  to  the  return  book  of  your  honourable 
Houfe. — Is  it  fitting,  that  Rutland  and  Yorkfhire  fhoold 
hear  an  tiqual  rank  in  the  fcale  of  county  reprefentation;  or 
can  it  be  right,  that  Cornwall  alone  fhould,  by  its  extra* 
vagant  proportion  of  borough  Members,  outnumber  not 
only  the  •reprefeniatives  of  Yofkfhire  and  Rutland  together^ 
but'  of  Middlefc;x  added  to  them  ?  Or,  if  a  diftin6lion  be 
taken  between  the  lai\ded  and  the  trading  interefts,  mufl 
it  not  appear  monftrous  that  Cornwall  arid  Wiltihire 
fliould  fend  more  borough  Members  to  Parliament,  than 
Yorkfliire,  Lancaftiire,  Warwickfhire,  Middlefex,  Wor- 
cefterfhire,  and  Somerfetfhire  united?  and  that  the  total 
repr^fe(\t4tion  of  all  Scotland  fhould  but  e^^ceed  by  one 


A.  1793*  DEBATES.  511 

Member,  the  number  returned  for  a  (ingle  county  in  Eng- 
land? 

The  fecond  complaint  of  your  petitioners,  is  founded  on 
the  unequal  proportions  in  which  the  ele<5^ive  franchife  is 
diftrtbuted,  and  in  fupport  of  it, 

They  affirm,  that  feventy  of  your  honourable  Members 
are  returned  by  thirty-five  places,  where  the  right  of  voting 
is  vefted  in  burgage  and  other  tenures  of  a  fiinilar  defcrip- 
tion,  and  in  which  it  would  be  to  trifle  with  the  patfenc« 
of  your  honourable  Houfe,  to  mention  any  number  of  voters 
whatever,  the  elefVions  at  the  places  alluded  to  being  note* 
rioufly  a  mere  matter  of  form.  And  this  your  petitioners 
xro  reidy  to  prove. 

They  afErm,-  that  in  addition  to  the  feventy  honourable 
Members  fo  chofen,  ninety  more  of  your  honourable  Mrm- 
bers  are  ele6led  by  forty-fix  places,  in  none  of  which  the 
number  of  voters  exceeds  fifty.  And  this  your  petitioners 
are  ready  to  prove. 

1  hey  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the  hundred  nnd  fixty 
fo  eledled,  thirty-feven  more  of  your  honourable  Members 
are  eledled  by  nineteen  places,  in  none  of  which  the  number 
of  voters  exceeds  one  hundred.  And  this  your  petitioners 
arc  leady  to  prove. 

They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the  hundred  and  ninety- 
feven  honourable  Members  fo  chofen,  fifty-two  more  are  re- 
turned to  ferve  in  Parliament  by  twenty- fix  places,  in  none 
of  which  the  number  of  voters  exceeds  two  hundred.  And 
this  your  petitioners  are  ready  to  prove. 

They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  fo  elected,  twenty  more  are  returned  to  ftrve 
in  Parliament  for  counties  in  Scotland,  by  let's  ih.in  one 
hundred  electors  each,  and  ten  for  counties  in  Scotland  hv 
lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  each.*  And  this  your  peti- 
tioners are  ready  to  prove,  even  admitting  the  validity  of 
fi6kitious  voles'. 

Tliey  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the  two  hundred  and  fer 
ventynine  fo  elecSed,  thirteen  diftrifts  of  burghs  of  Scot- 
land,  not  containing  one  hundred  voters  each,  and  two  dil- 
tri£ls  of  burghs,  not  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  each,  return  fifteen  more  honourable  Members.  And 
this  your  petitioners  are  ready  to  prove. 

And  in  this  manner,  according  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
reprefentation,  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  of  your  honou- 
rable Members  are  chofen,  and,  being  a  majority  of  the  er* 
tire  Houfe  of  Commons,  are  enabled  to  decide  all  quefiions 
in  the  name  of  the  whole  people  of  England  and  Scotland, 

The  third  complaint  of  your  petitioners  is  founded  on  the 
prefent  complicated  rights  of  voting.     From  the  caprice 
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with  which  they  have  been  Yaried»  Md  the  cbfcntitj  m 
which  they  have  become  involved  by  time  and  contradio* 
tory  decifions,  they  are  become  a  fource  of  infiitite  oon- 
fufion^  litigation^  4nd  expence. 

Your  petitioners  need  not  tender  any  evidence  of  the  in* 
conveniences  which  arife  from  this  defe6t  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion,  becaufe  the  proof  is  to  be  found  in  your  Joarnals, 
and  the  minutes  of  the  different  Committees  who  haye  been 
appointed  under  the  lOth  and  i  itb  of  the  King*    Yoar  ho- 
nourable Houfe  is  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the  tedious, 
intricate,  and  expenfive  fcenes  of  litigation  which  have  been 
^brought  before  you,  in  attempting  to  fettle  the  legal  import 
of  thofe  numerous  diftindlions  which  perplex  and  confound 
the  prefent  rights  of  voting.     How  many  months  of  your 
valuable  time  have  been  waAed  in  liftening  to  the  wrang* 
ling  of  lawyers  upon  the  various  fpecies  of  burgagehoU, 
lealeholdy    and  freehold !      How   many  Committees    have 
been  occupied  rn  invedigating  the  nature  of  fcot  and  lot, 
potwallers,  commonalty,  populacy,  reliant  inhabitants^  and 
inhabitants  at  large  )     What  labour  and  refearch  have  been 
employed  in  endeavouring  to  afcertain  the  legal  claims  of 
horough-men,   aldermen,    port-men^   fele£t-roen,  baigeflcs^ 
and  council  men!     And  what  confufion  has  arifen  from  the 
complicated  operation  of  clafliing  charters,  from  freemen  re- 
fident  and  non-refident,  and  from  the  different  modes  of 
obtaining  the  freedom  of  corporations  by  birth,  by  fenri. 
tude,  by  marriage,  by  redemption,  by  eledion,  and  by  pur- 
chafe  !    On  all  tliefe  points  it  is,  however,  needlefs  for  your 
petitioners  to  enl.n-ge,  when  your  honourable  Houfe  recol- 
\e{\i  the  fo! lowing  fa£ts;  namely,  that  iince  the  twervty-fe- 
cond  of  Deceniher,   1790,  no  lefs  than  twenty-one  Com- 
mittees have  been  employed  in  deciding  upon  litigated  rights 
of  voting.     Of  thefe,  «ight  were  occupied  with  the  difputes 
of  three  horoughs,  and  there  are  petitions  from  four  places 
yet  remaiinng  bifore  your  honourable  Houfe,  waiting  for 
a  final  declfion   to  inform   the  eledors  what  their  rights 
really  are. 

But  the  complaint  of  your  petitioners  on  the  fuHjeA  of 
the  want  of  an  uniform  and  equitable  principle  in  regvia-* 
ting  the  right  of  voting,  extends  as  well  to  the  aii>itnry 
manner  in  which  fome  are  excluded,  as  to  the  intricate 
X)ualifications  by  which  others  are  admitted  to  the  exercife^ 
of  that  privilege* 

Religious  opinions  create  an  incapacity  to  vote.  All  Pa- 
pifts  are  excluded  generally,  and,  by  the  operation  of  the 
Teft  Laws,  Proteftant  Difienters  are  de[^rtved  of  a  voice  m 
the  election  of  reprefentatives  in  about  thirty  boroughs^ 
wliere  the  right  of  voting  is  conEned  tp  corporate  oflScers 
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alone  ;  a  deprivation  the  more  unjuftifiable,  becaufe,  ttiough 
coniidered  as  unworthy  to  vote,  they  are  deemed  capable  of 
being  eleded>  and  may  be  the  reprelentativ6s  of  the  very 
places  for  which  they  are  difqualified  from  being  the 
elefkors* 

A  man  poilefled  of  one  thonfand  pounds  per  annum,. or 
any  other  fum,  ariGng  from  copyhold^  leafehold  for  ninety- 
nine  years,  trade,  property  in  the  public  funds,  or  even 
freehold  in  the  city  of  London,  and  many  other  cities  and 
towns  having  peculiar  jurifdidions,  is  not  thereby  entitled 
to  vote.  Here  again  a  ftrange  diftin£lion  is  taken  betweeh 
elefling  and  reprefenting,  as  a  copyhold  is  a  fufficient  qua* 
lification  to  fit  in  your  honourable  Houfe. 

A  man  paying  taxes  to  any  amount,  how  great  focver, 
for  his  domeflic  eftablifhment,  does  not  therel)y  obtain  a 
right  to  vote,  unlefs  his  reiidence  be  in  fome  borough  where 
that  right  is  veiled  in  the  inhabitants.  This  exception  op&- 
ratei  in  fixty  places,  of  which  twenty  eight  do  not  contain 
three  hundred  voters  each,  and  the  number  of  houfeholders 
m  England  and  Wales  (exclufive  of  Scotland,)  who  pay 
all  taxes,  is  714,91 1,  and  of  houfeholders  who  pay  all  taxes, 
but  the  Houfe  and  window  taxes,  is  284,459,  ^'  appears  by 
a  return  made  to  your  honourable  Houfe  in  1785;  fo  that, 
even  fuppofing  the  fixty  places  above  mentioned  to  con- 
tain, one  with  another,  one  thoufand  voters  in  each,  there 
will  remain  939,370  houfeholders  who  have  no  voice  in  the 
reprefentation,  unlefs  they  have  obtained  it  by  accident  or 
by  purchafe.  Neither  their  contributions  to  the  public  bur- 
dens, their  peaceable  demeanor  as  good  rubje6ls,  nor  their 
general  refpedability  and  merits  as  ufeful  citizens,  afford 
them,  as  the  law  now  (lands,  the  fmalleft  pretenCons  to 
participate  in  the  choice  of  thofe  wlio,  under  the  name  of 
their  reprefentatives,  may  difpofe  of  their  fortunes  and  li- 
berties* 

In  Scotland,  the  grievance  arifing  from  the  nature  of  the 
rights  of  voting,  has  a  different  and  ftill  more  intolerable 
operation*  In  that  great  and  populous  diviiion  of  the  king- 
dom, not  only  the  great  mafs  of  the  houfeholders,  but  of 
the  landholders  alfo,  are  excluded  from  all  participation  in 
the  choice  of  reprefentatives.  By  the  remains  of  the  feudal 
fyftem  in  the  counties,  the  vote  is  fevered  from  the  land, 
and  attached  to  what  is  called  the  fuperiority.  In  other 
words,  it  is  taken  from  the  fubftance,  and  transferred  to  the 
ihadow,  becanfe,  though  each  of  thefe  fuperiorities  muft, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  arife  from  lands  of  the  prefent 
annual  value  of  four  hundred  pounds  flerling,  yet  it  is  not 
neceflary  that  the  lands  fhould  do  more  than  give  a  name  to 
the  fuperiority,  the  poflcflbr  of  which  may  retain  the  right 
^  Vol.  XXXV.  3  U 
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of  voting  notwithftanding  he  be  di veiled  of  the  property* 
And  on  the  other  hand,  great  landholders  have  the  inenns 
afforded  them  by  the  fame  fyftem,  of  adding  to  their  in- 
fiuence>  without  expcnce  to  themfelves,  by  communicating 
to  their  confidential  friends  the  privilege  of  ^le£ting  Mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  Parliament.  1  he  procefs  by  which  this 
operation  is  performed  is  fimple,  He  who  wiihes  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  his  dependent  votes,  furrenders  his 
charter  to  the  Crown,  and,  parcelling  out  his  eftate  into 
as  many  lots  of  four  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  as  niay  he 
convenient,  conveys  them  to  fuch  as  he  can  confide  in. 
To  thefe,  new  charters  are,  upon  application,  granted  by 
the  Crown,  fo  as  to  eredl  eaph  of  them  into  a  fuperiority, 
which  privilege  once  obtained,  the  knd  itfelf  is  reconveyed 
to  the  original  grantor;  and  thus  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
landed  intereft  in  Scotland  may  be  chofen  by  thofe  who 
have  no  real  or  beneficial  intereft  in  the  land. 

Such  is  the  fituation  in  which  the  counties  of  Scotland 
are  placed.  With  refpeft  to  the  burghs,  every  thing  that 
tears  evep  the  femblance  of  popular  choice,  has  long  been 
done  away.  The  eledtion  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
ment is  vefted  in  the  Magiftrates  and  Town  Councils,  who, 
having  by  various  innovations,  conftituted  themfelves  inio 
felfreleftcd  bodies,  inftead  of  Officers  freely  chofen  by  the 
inhabitant^  at  large,  have  deprived  the  People  of  all  partici- 
pation in  that  privilege,  the  free  exercife  of  which  affords 
the  only  fecurity  they  can  ppflcfs  for  the  protefilion  of  their 
liberties  and  property. 

The  fourth  and  laft  complaint  of  your  petitioners  is  the 
length  of  the  duration  of  Parliaments.  Your  honourable 
Houfe  know^,  that  by  the  ancient  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this 
kingdom  frequent  Parliaments  ought  to  be  lield;  and  that 
the  fixth  of  William,  and  Mary,  c.  ^.  (fincc  repealed)  fpeak- 
Ing  while  the  fpirit  of  the  Revolution  was  yet  warm,  declared, 
that  **  frequent  and  new  Parliaments  tend  very  much  to  the 
happy  union  and  good  agreement  between  King  and  People;' 
and  enadled,  that  no  Parliament  fhould  laft  longer  than  three 
years.  Your  petitioners,  without  prefuming  to  add  to  fucb 
an  authority  \^j  any  obfervations  of  thejr  own,  humbly  pray 
that  Parliaments  inay  not  he  continued  for  feven  years. 
.  Your  petitioners  have  thus  laid  before  you  the  fpecific 
grounds  of  complaint,  frpm  which  they  conceive  every  evil 
in  the  reprefentq^.ion  to  fpring,  and  on  which  they  think 
every  abufe  and  iii^onyenicinpe  is  founded. 

Wiiat  thof(5  abji^ies  are,  and  hqw  great  that  inconvenience 
is,  it  becomes  your  petitioners  to  ftate,  a^  the  heft  means 
of  jufiifying  their  prefent  application  to  yoor  honourable 
Houfe.  .    ' 
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Your  petitioners  thfen  dffirin,  that  from  the  combined  ope- 
ration of  the  defcfts  they  have  pointed  out,  arife  thofe  fcenes 
cf  confufion,  litigation,  and  ezpence  which  fo  difgrace  the 
name,  and  that  extenfive  fyft^m  of  private  patronage  which 
is  fo  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  free  feprcfehtatiori. 

Your  petitioners  intrcat  of  your  honourable  Houfe  t<3 
confider  the  manner  in  which  eleftions  are  Condudtedy  and 
to  reflcd  upon  the  extreme  inconvenience  to  which  eledlors 
are  expofed,  and  the  intolerable  expence  to  which  candidates 
are  fubjedied. 

Your  honourable  Houfe  knows  that  tumults,  diforders, 
outrages,  and  perjury,  are  too  often  the  dreadful  attendants 
on  conteftcd  ele£^ions  as  at  this  rime  carried  on. 

Your  honourable  Houfe  knows  that  polls  are  only  taken  in 
one  fixed  place  for  each  county,  city,  and  borough,  whether 
the  number  of  voters  be  ten  or  ten  thoufand,  and  whether 
they  he  refident  or  difperfed  over  England. 

Your  honourable  Houfe  knows  that  polls,  however  few 
the  eledlors,  may  by  law  be  continued  for  fifteen  days,  and 
even  then  be  fubjedled  to  a  fcrutiny. 

Your  honourable  Houfe  knows  that  the  management 
and  coiidu6l  of  polls  is  committed  to  returning  officers,  who, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  proceedings,  rauft  be  inveftcd 
with  extenfive  and  difcretionary  powers,  and  who,  it  appears 
by  every  volume  of  your  Journals,  have  but  too  often  ex* 
ercifed  thofe  powers  with  the  moft  grofs  partiality  and  the 
moft  fcandalous  corruption. 

Of  eleftions  arranged  with  fuch  little  regard  to  the  accom- 
modation of  the  parties,  acknowledged  to  require  fuch  a 
length  of  time  to  complete,  and  trufted  to  the  fuperinten- 
dance  of  fuch  fufpicious  agents,  your  petitioners  might  ea- 
fily  draw  out  a  detail"  of  the  expence.  But  it  is  unncceffary. 
The  faft  is  too  notorious  to  require  proof,  that  fcarce  an  in- 
stance can  he  produced  where  a  Member  has  obtained  a  dif- 
pu»ed  feat  in  Parliament  at  a  lefs  coft  than  from  two  to  five 
thoufand  pounds;  particular  cafes  are  not  wanting  where  ten 
times  thefe  fums  have  been  paid;  but  it  is  fufficient  for  your 
petitioners  to  affirm,  and  to  be  able  to  prove  it  if  denied,  that, 
fuch  is  the  expence  of  a  contefted  return,  that  he  who  fhould 
become  a  candidate  with  even  greater  funds  than  the  law 
requires  him  to  fwear  to  as  his  qualification  to  fit  in  your  ho- 
nourable Houfe,  muft  either  rehnquifh  his  pretenfions  on  the 
appearance  of  an  •ppofition,  or  fo  reduce  his  fortune  in  th« 
conteft,  that  he  could  not  take  his  feat  without  perjury. 

The  revifion  of  the  original  polls  before  the  Committees 
of  your  honourable  Houfe,  upon  appeals  from  the  decifions 
of  the  reluming  officers,  affords  a  frefli  fource  of  vexatioa 
and  expence  to  all  parties.    Your  honourable  Houfe  knows^ 
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that  the  complicated  rights  of  voting,  and  the  ihaxnefal 
pradices  which  difgrace  cle£tion  proce^ings,  have  fo  loaded 
your  table  with  petitions  for  judgement  and  redrefs,  that  one 
half  of  the  ufual  duration  of  a  Farliament  has  fcarceiy  been 
Sufficient  to  fettle  who  is  entitled  to  fit  for  the  other  half;  and 
it  w;is  not  till  within  the  laft  two  months  that  your  honou- 
rable Houfe  had  an  opportunity  of  difcovering,  that  the  two 
5;entlemen  who  fat  and  voted  near  three  years  as  the  repres- 
entatives of  the  Borough  of  Stockbridge,had  procured  them* 
felves  to  be  elected  by  the  moft  fcandalous  bribery,  and 
that  the  two  gentlemen,  who  fat  and  voted  during  as  long 
a  period  for  the  Borough  of  Great  Grimfby,  had  not  been 
elefled  at  all. 

In  truth,  all  the  mifchiefs  of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  repre- 
fentation  are  afcertained  by  the  difEcuIties  which  even  the 
zeal  and  wifdom  of  your  honourable  Houfe  experiences  in 
attending  to  the  variety  of  complaints  brought  before  you. 
Though  your  Committees  fit  five  hours  every  day  from  the 
time  of  their  appointment,  they  generally  are  unable  to  come 
to  a  decifion  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight,  and  very  frequently  are 
detained  from  thirty  to  forty  days.  The  Weftminfter  cafe 
in  1789,  will  even  furnifh  your  honourable  Houfe  with  an 
inftance,  where,  after  deliberating  forty-five  days,  a  CTom- 
mittee  gravely  refolved,  that,  "  from  an  attentive  confide- 
ration  of  the  circumftances  relating  to  the  cauie,  a  final 
decifipn  of  the  bufinefs  before  them  could  not  take  pisce  in 
the  course  of  the  feffion,  and  that  not  improbably  the  whole 
of  the  Parliament^  (having  at  that  time  near  two  years  longer 
to  fit)  ^^  might  be  confumed  in  a  tedious  and  expenfive  liti* 
gation;"  and  they  recommended  it  to  the  petitioners  to 
withdraw  their  petition,  which,  after  a  fruitlefs  perfeverance 
of  above  three  months,  they  were  ailually  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to. 

Your  petitioners  will  only  upon  this  fubjeft  further  add, 
that  the  exnence  to  each  of  the  parties,  who  have  been  d^ 
ther  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  petitions  tried  before  your  ho- 
nourable Houfe  in  the  prefent  feflion,  has,  upon  an  average^ 
amounted  to  above  one  hundred  pounds  per  day;  and  that 
the  Attornies'  bills  in  one  cauf?,  the  trial  of  which  in  point 
of  form  only  lalled  two  days,  and  in  point  of  fa£t  only  fix 
hours,  amounted  to  very  near  twelve  hundred  pounds.  And 
this  your  petitioners  are  ready  to  prove. 

Your  petitioners  muil  now  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  your  honourable  Houfe  to  the  greateft  evil  produced  by 
thefe  defeats  in  the  reprefentation  of  which  they  complaio^ 
namely,  the  extent  of  private  Parliamentary  patronage;,  an 
abufe  which  obvioufly  tends  to  exclude  the  great  ma&  of 
the  people  from  any  fubftantial  influence  in  the  ei^Stion  of 
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the  Houfe  of  Cpmmons^  and  which,  in  its  progreft,  thttoL* 
tens  to  ufurp  the  fovereignty  of  the  country,  to  the  equal 
danger  of  the  King,  of  the  Loxds,  and  of  the  Commons. 

The  patronage  of  which  your  petitioners  tomplain,  ia 
of  two  kinds :  That  which  arifes  from  the  unequal  diftri-* 
bution  of  the  ele£tive  franchife^  and  the  peculiar  rights  of 
YOting  by  which  certain  places  return  Members  to  ferve  ia 
Parliaments;  and  that  which  arifes  from  the  expence  attend- 
ing contefied  ele£tiohs,  and  the  confequent  degree  of  power 
acquired  by  wealth, 

By  thefe  two  means,  a  weight  of  parliamentary  influence 
has  been  obtained  by  certain  individuals,  forbidaen  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  laws,  and  in  its  confequences  moft  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

The  operation  of  the  firfl  fpecies  of  patronage  is  direStf 
and  fubjedt  to  politive  proof.  Eighty^four  individuals  do  by 
their  own  immediate  authority  fend  otu  hundred  and  fifiy-feven 
of  your  honourable  Members  to  Parliament.  And  thia 
your  petitioners  are  ready,  if  the  fa6^  be  difputed,  to  provCf 
and  to  name  the  Members  and  the  Patrons. 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  patronage  cannot  be  fhewn  with 
equal  accuracy,  though  it  is  felt  with  equal  force. 

Your  petitioners  are  convinced,  that,  in  addition  to  tho 
one  hundred  and  fifty-feven  honourable  Members  above 
mentioned,  one  himdredand  fifty  more,  making  in  the  whole 
tbrge  hundred  and  /even,  are  returned  to  your  honourable 
Houfe,  not  by  the  coUeAed  voice  of  thofe  whom  they  appear 
to  reprefent,  but  by  the  recommendation  of  feventy  powerful 
individuals,  added  to  the  eighty-four  before  mentioned,  and 
making  the  total  number  of  patrons  altogether  only  one  hun^^ 
dred  and  fifty-fwr^  who  return  a  decided  majority  of  your 
honourable  Houfe, 

If  your  honourable  Houfe  will  accept  as  evidence  the  com- 
mon report  and  general  belief  of  the  counties,  cities,  and  bo- 
roughs, which  return  the  Members  alluded  to,  your  petition- 
ers are  ready  to  name  them,  and  tt>  prove  the  tacS ;  or  if  the 
Members  in  queAion  can  be  made  parties  to  the  inquiry, 
your  petitioners  will  name  them,  and  be  governed  by  the 
teftimony  which  they  themfelves  fhall  publicly  give.— 
But  if  neither  of  thefe  proofs  be  thought  confiftent  with 
the  proceedings  of  your  honourable  Houfe,  then  your  pe« 
titioners  can  only  ailert  their  belief  of  the  fadl,  which  they 
hereby  do  in  the  moil  folemn  manner,  and  on  the  moft  de- 
liberate conviAion. 

Your  petitioners  entreat  your  honourable  Houfe  to  believe^ 
that  In  complaining  of  this  Ipecies  of  influence,  it  is  not  their 
intention  ordefire  to  decry  or  to  condemn  that  juft  and  na« 
tmal  attachment  which  they,  who  are  enabled  by  their  for- 
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tune,  and  inclined  by  their  difpofitiony  to  apply  great  means 
to  honourable  and  benevolent  ends,  will  always  infure  to 
themfelves.     What  your  petitioners  complain   of  is,  that 
property,  whether  well  or  ill  employed,  has  equal  power; 
that  the  prefent  fyftem  of  reprefentation  gives  to    it   a  de- 
gree of  weight  which  renders  it  independent  of  chara£ter  ; 
enables    it  to  excite  fear  as  well  as  procure   refped,  and 
confines  the  choice  of  eledtors  within  the  ranks  of  opulence; 
becaufe,    though  it  cannot  make  riches  the  fole  objeft  of 
their  affedlion  and  confidence,  it  can  and  does  throw  ob* 
ftacles,  almoft  infurmountable,  in  the  way  of  every  man  who 
^is  not  rich,  and  thereby  fecares  to  a  fele<^  few  the  capability 
of  becoming  candidates  themfelves,  or  fupporting  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  others.      Of   this    your  petitioners   complain 
loudly,  becaufe  they  conceive   it  to  be  highly  unjuft,  that, 
while  the  language  of  the  law  requires  from  a  Candidate  no 
greater  eftate,  as  a  qualification,  than  a  few  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,    the   operation   of  the  law  (faould   difqualify 
every  man  whofe  rental  is  not  extended  to  thoufands ;  and 
that,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Legiflature  appears  to  give 
the  £Ie<5tors  a  choice  from   amongft  thofe  who  pofiefs  a 
moderate  and  independent  competence,   it  fliould  virtually 
compel  them  to  chufe  from   amongft  thofe  who  themfelves 
abound  in  wealth,  or  are  fupported  by  the  wealth  of  others. 

Your  petitioners  are  the  more  alarmed  at  the  progrefs 
of  private  patronage,  becaufe  it  is  rapidly  leading  to  confe- 
quences  which  menace  the  very  exiftence  of  the  ConAitution. 

At  the  commencement  of  every  feflion  of  Parliament,  your 
honourable  Houfe  a£t:ingup  to  the  laudable  jealoufy  of  your 
predeceflbrs,  and  fpeaking  the  pure,  conftitutional  language 
ofaBritifh  Houfe  of  Com monS,  refolve,  as  appears  by  your 
journals,  "  That  no  Peer  of  this  realm  hath  any  right  to 
**  give  his  vote  in  the  Ele6lion  of  any  Member  to  ferve 
•*  in  Parliament ;"  and  alfo,  **  That  it  is  a  high  infringement 
**  upon  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
**  Britain,  for  any  Lord  o^Parliament,  or  any  Lord  Lieu- 
*^  tenant  of  any  county,  to  concern  themfelves  in  the  Elcc- 
^'  tions  of  Members  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parlia- 
«  ment/* 

Your  petitioners  inform  your  honourable  Houfe,  and  art 
ready  to  prove  it  at  your  bar,  that  they  have  the  moft  rea- 
fonable  grounds  to  fufpedl  that  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  your  honourable  Members  owe  their  ele£tions  entirely 
to  the  interference  of  Peers ;  and  your  petitioaers  are  prepared 
to  fliew  by  legal  evidence,  that  forty  Peers,  in  defiance  of 
your  refolotions,  have  poiTefled  themfelves  of  fo  many 
burgage  tenures,  and  obtained  fuch  an  abfolute  and  nncoa* 
trolled  command  in  very  many  fmall  boroughs  iti  the  king* 
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dom,  as  to  be  enabled  by  their  own  pofitive  authority  to 
return  eigbiy-onc  of  your  honourable  Members. 

V  our  petitioners  will,  however,  urge  this  grievance  of  the 
interference  of  Peers  in  eleflions  no  farther,  becaufe  they 
arc  fatisfied  that  it  is  unneceflary.  Numbers  of  yout  ho- 
nourable Members  muft  individually  have  known  the  fa£t, 
but  colle£lively  your  honourable  Houfe  has  undoubtedly 
been  a  ftranger  to  it.  It  is  now  brought  before  you  by  thofe 
who  tender  evidence  of  the  truth  ot  what  they  aflert,  and 
they  conceive  it  would  be  improper  in  them  to  aflc  that  by 
petition,  which  mull  be  looked  for  as  the  certain  refult  of 
your  own  honourable  attachment  to  your  own  liberties  and 
privileges. 

Your  petitioners  have  thus  laid  before  your  honourable 
Houfe,  what  the  mifchiefs  are  wluch  arife  from  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation,  and  what  they  conceive  to 
be  the  grounds  of  thofe  mifchiefs,  and  therefore  pray  to  have 
removed. 

They  now  humbly  beg  leave  to  offer  their  reafons,  why 
they  , are  anxious  that  fome  remedy  fhould  be  immediately 
applied. 

Your  petitioners  truft  they  may  be  allowed  to  ftate,  be- 
caufe they  are  ready  to  prove,  that  feats  in  your  honour- 
able Houfe  are  fought  for  at  a  moft  extravagant  and  increaf- 
ing  rate  of  expence. 

What  can  have  fo  much  augmented  the  ambition  to  fit 
in  your  honourable  Houfe,  your  petitipners  do  not  prefume 
aAually  to  have  difcovered ;  but  the  means  taken  by  Candi- 
dates to  obtain,  and  by  Eledors  to  beftow,  that  honour, 
evidently  appear  to  have  been  increafing  in  a  progreffive 
degree  of  fraud  and  corruption.  Your  petitioners  are  in- 
duced to  make  this  affertion,  by  the  Legiflature  having  found 
it  necefiary,  during  the  lad  and  prefent  reigns,  fo  much  to 
fwell  the  Statute  Book  with  laws  for  the  prevention  of  thofe 
pfiences. 

As  far'asconje6lure  can  lead  your  petitioners,  they  muft 
fuppofe,  that  the  increafed  National  debt,  and  the  confe- 
quent  ipcreafe  of  influence,  are  the  caufes  of  the  increafed 
eagernefs  of  individuals  to  become  Members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  of  their  indifference  as  to  the  means 
ufed  to  gratify  their  fpeculations.  To  prove  that  they  do  not 
ftate  this  wantonly,  or  without  fubftantial  grounds,  they 
humbly  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  table, 
all  the  vouchers  for  which  are  to  be  found  ii^  the  journals 
of  your  hpnourable  Houfe^  or  in  different  a£t&  of  Parlia* 
ipcnt. 
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It  is  upon  thrs  evidence  of  the  increafe  of  taxes,  efbblifli* 
inenrs,  and  influence,  and  the  increafe  of  laws  found  necef- 
fary  to  repel  the  increafing  attacks  upon  the  purity  and  free* 
dom  of  eledions,  that  your  petitioners  conceive  it  high 
time  to  inquire  into  the  premifes. 

Your  petitioners  are  confident  4h'dt  in  what  they  bavt 
ftated,  they  are  fupported  by  the  evidence  of  faAs,  and 
they  truft  that,  in  conveying  tbofe  fa£ls  to  your  honourable 
Houfe,  they  have  not  been  betrayed  into  the  language  of 
reproach,  or  difrefpefl.  Anxious  to  preferve  in  its  purity 
a  Conftitution  they  love  and  admire,  they  have  thought  it 
their  duty  to-  lay  before  you,  not  general  fpeculations  de- 
duced from  theoretical  opinions,  but  pofitive  truths,  faf- 
ceptible  of  dire£k  proof ;  and  if  in  the  performance  of  this 
ta£k,  they  haveheein  obliged  to  call  your  attention  to  ailer- 
tions  which  you  hate  not  been  accuftomedto  hear,  and  which 
they  lament  that  they  are  compelled  to  make,  they  intreat 
the  Indulgence  of  your  honourable  Houfe. 

Your  petitioners  will  only  further  trefpafsupon  your  tim^ 
while  they  recapitulate  the  objefts  of  their  prayer,  which 
are, 

That  your  honourable  Houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  take  fuch 
meafores,  as  to  your  wifdom  may  feem  meet,  to  remove 
the  evils  arifing  from  the  unequal  manner  in  which  the 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  admitted  to  participate 
in  the  reprefentation. 

To  correal  the  partial  diftributlon  of  the  cle<ftive  fntir 
chife,  which  commits  the  choice  of  reprefentatives  to  feleft 
bodies  of  men  of  fuch  limited  numl)ers  as  renders  them  an 
eafy  prey  to  the  artful,  or  a  ready  purchafe  to  the  wealthy. 

To  regulate  the  right  of  voting  upon  an  uniform  and  equir 
table  principle. 

And  finally,  to  (hortcn  the  duration  of  Parliaments,  and 
by  removing  the  caufes  of  that  confufion,  litigation,  and 
expence,  with  which  they  are  at  this  day  conducted,  to 
render  frequent  and  new  eleflions,  what  our  anceftors  a| 
the  revolution  aiTerted  them  to  be,  the  means  of  a  happy 
union  and  good  agreement  between  the  King  and  People. 

And  yQur  Pitltiomn  Jball  tver  frajf'. 
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Wednejday^  ZthMay. 

Mr.  ROSE  brought  tip  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whple  Houfe  on  the  trade  and  Government  of  India.  The 
refolutions  were  read  and  agreed  to^  and  a  bill  or  bills  was  or- 
dered to'  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  refolutions. 

Mr.  WHARTON  gave  notice,  that  on  Thurfday  fomight  . 
he  ihould  move  for  a  Committee^  to  inquire  what  was  the 
Conflitution  of  this  country  as  eftablifhed  at  the  revolution, 
how  much  of  it  remained  to  us  at  this  day,  and  what  are  the 
proper  means  of  reftoring  it  to  its  original  purity. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Thurjdayy  ^th  May. 

Bills  were  brought  in  in  purfuance  of  the  refolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon  the  Government  and 
trade  of  India.  Thefe  bills  were  read  a  iiril  time ;  and  after 
a  ihort  converfation  between  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  and  Mr. 
Fox,  they  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow* 

Mr»  GREY  faid,  he  fliould  (late  to  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe  certain  circumftances  which,  in  his  opinion, 
deferved  their  moft  ferious  attention  ;  ahhough,  at  the  prefent 
moment  he  had  nothing  to  move  upon  them  himfelf.  The 
fubje6l  to  which  he  alluded  was  the  pradice  of  imprefling  fea- 
men  into  the  fervice  of  the  navy  of  this  country  ;  upon  the  le<- 
gality  or  illegality  of  that  prafiice  he  (hould  fay  nothing  at  the 
prefent  moment,  becaufe  whatever  opinion  he  might  have  upon 
that  queftion,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  neceflity  of  the  pra^ice 
^t  this  time ;  he  muft  however  fay,  that  he  hoped  fome  remedy 
Would  hereafter  be  found  to  the  general  evil  that  Kfulted  fiom 
that  pradice,  for  to  fay  the  bell  of  ir,  and  after  all  the  confix 
deration  that  could  be  given  to  the  neceflity  on  which  it  was 
founded^  it  was  a  pra&ice  utterly  repugnant  to  the  general 
principles  of  a  free  Conftitution.  Having  made  thefe  general 
obfervationsy  he  came  now  to  fpecify  the  fafls  on  which  he  fo* 
Ucited  the  attention  of  the  If  oufe,  On  the  morning  of  Satur- 
day the  26th  of  April  laft,  the  town  of  Shields  was  furroundod 
by  the  militai^,  the  inhabitants  were  overawed,  and  a  prefs 
gang  appeared  \  they  entered  not  only  public  but  alfo  private 
tiopfesj  and  conduced  tbemfelves  with  fudi  vit^enoe  a^to  boi 

3Xa 


5M  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793- 

come  th^  general  terror  of  the  whole  town.  In  one  houie  they 
entered  the  chamber  of  a  pcrfon  by  force,  and  at  another  took 
feven  women  naked  out  of  bed,  thruft  their  bayonets  into  do* 
fets,  under  beds,  and  many  other  places,  under  pretence  of 
authority  for  (earchlng  for  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  His  M^- 
je(ly*s  navy.  Of  thefe  things  he  had  geperal  infpnnation  hj 
letter  ;  but  not  chufing  to  fay  any  thing  upon  yagiie  authority, 
he  wrote  to  a  gentleman  in  the  town,  who  was  one  of  his  col^- 
ftituents,  and  the  anfwer  he  received  confirmed  the  former  in- 
formation* He  faid,  th^t  he  did  not  mention  this  with  a  view 
to  infmuate  that  any  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ever  had,  or 
ever  would,  countenance  fuch  fcandalous  proceedings ;  but 
tKat  they  ihould  take  fteps  to  inform  themfelves  upon  the  fub- 
jeflt,  and  to  give  diredlions  to  officers  who  may  be  employed  in 
that  fervice,  to  take  care  not  to  forget  that  an  EngH(hn;ian's 
houfe  is  his  caftle,  and  not  to  difgud  the  people  with  unnecef- 
lary  zQs  of  violence,  under  pretence  of  the  public  neceffity. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  laid  he  had  not  heard  of  any  of  the  dit 
turbances  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded ;  he  was 
inclined  to  fufpe£l  that  thcfe  accounts  bad  been  a  little  exagge- 
rated. 

Mr.  SMITH  ftated  that  he  had  a  letter  from  Shields,  giving 
an  account  of  many  perfons  being  imprefled,  but,  on  their  be* 
sng  taken  before  the  regulating  Captain,  they  were  difcharged ; 
the  letter  ftated  nothing  of  the  violent  proceedings  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  alluded.  But  certainly,  as  the  cafe  had 
been  dated,  inquiry  Hiould  be  made  into  the  fubje<5l,  and  if  it 
ihould  be  found  that  any  perfons  had  fo  mifcoududed  them- 
felves, they  ihould  be  brought  to  punifhment. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  had  a  letter  from  the  town  of 
Shields  to  the  (ame  effedl  as  that  mentioned  by  his  honourable 
firiend,  Mr.  Grey. 

The  bufmefs  then  ended  with  an  underftanding  that  an  in- 
quiry ihould  take  place  from  the  proper  offices,  and  means  be 
taken  to  difcourage  fuch  outrages  in  future. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  moved,  ^' That  the  proclamation  of 
the  King,  dated  the  20th  of  February  laft,  be  read."  It  re- 
lates to  the  prohibiting  certain  perfons  then  on  board  His  Ma- 
jefty's packet  from  Calais,  from  landing  at  Dover,  until  His 
Majcfty !s  farther  orders.    The  proclaipation  being  rcad^ 
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Mr.  Whitbrcad  Taid,  he  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  thinking  it 
.would  not  be  necelTaiy  for  him  to  detain  the  Hoafe  with  obfert- 
v^tions  of  any  confiderable  length  upon  this  fubjed.  ;  but  be-> 
fore  he  dated  the  {^Sis  upon  which  he  {hould  ground  the  form 
of  his  proceeding,  he  begged  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  paper  now  upon  the  table,  and  which  the  Hoiife  had  juft 
heard  read.  It  was  a  meafure  in  its  nature  fo  unconilitutional 
and  tyrannicali  that  it  could  be  exceeded,  in  impropriety,  only 
by  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  carried  into  execution. — 
There  was  no  perfon  in  that  Houfe,  or  in  this  country,  more 
unwilling  to  confent  to  the  abridgement  of  the  juft  prerogatives 
of  the  Crown  than  himfelf,  or  more  eager  to  preferve  them  in 
their  full  extent ;  but  he  thought  there  could  be  no  prerogative 
that  gave  authority  for  the  exercife  of  that  proclamation ;  or  if 
there  was,  fuch  a  power  Ihould  Jbe  ferioufly  confiderod  ;  for  he 
held  it  to  be  an  indifputable  poi^  in  the  conftimtion  of  this 
country,  that  no  prerogative  Qioulc)  be  held  by  the  Crown,  ex* 
cept  fuch  as  conduced  to  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  Lately, 
Jiowever,  in  the  courfe  of  a  dcljatq  upon  one  of  the  claufcs  of 
.the  Traitorous  Correfpondehce  bill,  (aclaufe,  which  Minillers 
became  fo  afhamed  of,  that  they  abandoned  the  difcuflion  of  it, 
and  gave  it  up)  one  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  (the  Soli- 
citor General)  thpught  fit  to  aflert,  **  That  His  Majelty  had  a 
right  to  regulate  the  paflage  into  this  kingdom."  To  whigh  he 
begged  leave  to  fay,  he  would  anfwer  that  His  Majefty  never 
had,  nor  by  the  conljtitution  of  this  country  can  h:ive,  any  fuch 
right — ^  right  to  prevent  an  innocent  fubjcft  from  landing  ia 
any  of  the  King's  dominions.  But  the  order  in  Council,  or 
proclamation,  aflumed  that  right,  conformably  to  the  opinion 
of  the  leari^ed  gentleman ;  and  if  that  was  the  cafe.  His  Ma- 
jefty hid  power,  under  certain  circumftances,  to  condenui, 
without  any  reafon,  any  perfon  he  thought  fit,  to  baniftiment 
from  his  native  land  for  ever.  A  power  which  His  Majefty 
never  had  py  law,  or  ever  ought  to  hnve.  He  admitted  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  lay  an  embargo  upon  fliips  in  time 
Df  war  ;  but  fuch  a  power  as  that  exercifed  under  this  order. 
His  Majefty  could  not  have  by  the  law  of  England,  and  there- 
fore the '  aft  in  queftion  was  an  a£l  of  tyranny.  Befides  the 
conftitutionaj  objeSions  he  had  ftated  to  this  order  in  Council, 
hehadobjeftions  to  it  in  point  of  policy,  and  upon  the  prin- 
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ciples  of  juftice :  it  would  be  impolitic  to  prevent  the  landing 
of  innocent  individuals  becatufe  that  ad  would  difguft  all  ho- 
ned men  who  heard  of  it ;  it  was  againft  the  principles  of  jof- 
tice,  becaufe  the  Minifters  of  the  executive  Power  muft  always 
in  fuch  cafes  proceed,  if  they  proceeded  at  all,  upon  the  infor- 
mation of  defpicable  informers,  who  had  their  private  views  of 
avarice  or  pique  to  gratify.     Such  a  power  would  be  as  trou- 
blefome  to  the  Secretary  of  State  as  that  which  he  derived  frwi 
the  Alien  bill,  and  more  troublefomc  in  the  exercife  than  any 
other  he  had,  either  'as  Secretary  of  State,  Treafurer  of  the 
Navy,  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Control,  Deputy  Keeper  of 
the  Signet  in  Scotland,  Joint  Patentee  of  the  Theatre  Royal  in 
Edinburgh,  or  Printer  of  the  Holy  Bible.     Pluralift  as  Ac 
right  honourable  gentleman  was,  he   had  not  one  office,  the 
exercife  of  which  would  be  more  troublefome,  or  left  profit- 
able to  him,  than  that  whicli  he  might  exercife  under  the  abofc 
order  in  Council.     The  whole   principle  of  the  order  Mr. 
Whitbread  maintained  to  be  agaiiift  the  very  fpirit  of  the  law 
of  England,  which  was,  that  every  man  was  prefumcd  to  be 
innocent  until  he  was  proved  to  be  guilty.     It  would  be  in 
-vain  that  the  conftitution  had  declared  that  a  man  (hould  know 
the  nature  of  the  charge  to  be  exhibited  againft  him,  when  he 
was  to  be  deprived  of  his  freedom.     It  would  be  in  vain  that 
the  conftitution  had  declared,  that  no  man  (hould  be  punlfbcd 
without  trial,  or  without  being  heard  in  his  defence.;  all  thcfe 
points  were  violated  by  the  execution  of  the  order  in  Council, 
to  which  he  had  already  alluded.     Having  piade  thefe  obferva- 
tlons,  Mr.  Whitbread  then  came  to  a  ftatement  of  the  fa^«  ^ 
which  they  arofe.     It  was  well  known,  that  fome  time  pwr 
trious  to  the  proclamation,   or  order  in  Council,  to  which  he 
alluded,  the  National  Convention  of  France  paflcd  adccitc, 
enjoining  all  Englifhmen  in  France  to  quit  it  within  eight  day«j 
in  confequence  of  which,  feveral  Englifhmen  came  to  Oi^h 
with  a  view  of  embarking  for  Dover,  and  in  a  fliort  time 
reached  that  port  in  the  Exprefs  packet ;  but  there  they  ^^ 
met  by  certain  officers,  who  afked  them  whether  they  had  paft 
l^orts  from  Mr.  Dundas,  with  leave  to  land  in  England^— 
They  anfwered  they  had  not ;  they  were  then  told,  that  as  that 
was  the  cafe,  the/  (hould  not  land  ;  and  if  they  attempted  <0 
ido  fo,  they  would  be  refiftcd  by  force  ;  fome  of  them,  Ixow- 
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crver,  by  means  of  a  boat,  contrived  to  land  at  fome  dlftance 
from  the  port ;  they  were  taken  by  an  officer  from  Bow  ftreet» 
a£t&ng  under  the  imperial  n^andate  of  Mr,  Dundas,  and  carried 
on  board  the  padbet  again,  where  they,  together  with  the  other 
pailengers,  w^re  detained  for  five  days,  and  then  difcharged  by 
the  order  of  Mr.  Dundas.    This  Mr.  Whitbread  maintained 
ta  be  illegal,  taken  in  any  point  of  view.     If  there  was  no 
charge  to  be  exhibited  againft  them,  it  was  illegal  of  courfe. 
If  there  was  a  charge  exhibited  againft  them,  they  (hould  have 
been  kept  in  cuftody  until  trial,  and  therefore  their  difchargc 
was  illegal.*  Thefe  were  the  fafts  on  which  he  brought  this 
fiibjqA  forward  ;  and  if  there  were  not  fome  fatality  attendant 
on  everything  propofed  from  that  fide  of  th^Houfe,  he  (hould 
have  bad  hopes  the  meafure  he  (hould  propofe  would  be  adopt- 
ed.    He  meant  only  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  fubjedl ;  in 
better  times  fuch  a  meafure  would  have  been  a  matter  of  courfe* 
However,  be  he  viflor  or  Aranqui(hed,  he  fought  without  fear, 
as  he  had  an  excellent  auxiliary,  he  had  the  conflitution  on  his 
iide.    tie  did  not  know  whether  there  were  any  precedents  for 
this  order  in  Council ;  if  there  were,  he  did  not  care  ;  for  ni> 
precedents,  however  numerous,  could  fanAion  a  meafure  fb 
repugnant  to  all  the  principles  of  juftice.    He  could  not  help 
obferving,  however,  that  at  the  time  our  Mimifters  declaimed 
r  fo  loudly  againft  the  unprincipled  rapacity,  and  lawlefs  confif- 
cations  of  the  French  Convention,  we  ourfelves  followed  all 
thefteps  of  that  defpotifm,  on  the  ruin  of  which  arofe  the  pre* 
fent  anarchy  which  now  divided  that  mighty  empire.  He  wifh- 
ed  our  Councils  to  be  better  direfled,  in  order  to  avoid  iiinilar 
dangers.    He  then  moved,  *^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  certain  fads,  which  took  place  at  Dover  the 
latter  end  of  February  laft,  under  the  authority  of  an  order  of 
Council,  bearing  date  February  20,  lygy' 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  fet  out  with  faying,  that  if  the 
proclamation  in  queftion  was  tyrannical  and  unconllitutional, 
the  original  guilt  of  it  ought  not  to  be  afcribed  to  His  Maje- 
ttfs  law  advi(ers,  for  they  had  copied  it  from  a  long  chain  of 
precedenu  eftabliflied  in  the  beft  of.  times.  Having  premifed 
this,  he  faid  it  would  be  fit  for  gentlemen,  before  they  pro- 
nounced the  proclamadon  to  be,  illegal,  to  confider  whether  the 
Kfog  bad  or  had  not  alright  (p.aftahljih  packe.t  boatjs  for  the 
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fervice  of  the  Public,  and  whether  he  had  or  had  not  a  right  to 
declare,  that  none  (hould  land  from  his  veflels  fo  employed, 
without  a  paflport  from  one  of  his  Minifters.  It  was  allowed 
by  all  nations,  that  war  completely  fufperided  all  inteicourle 
between  the  belligerent  powers.  This  maxim  was  generally 
true ;  but  many  modifications  had  been  introduced  of  late  bj 
milder  manners,  and  a  more  liberal  and  relaxed  policy,  by 
which  the  horrors  of  war  were  foftened.  One  of  thrfe  was  to 
liccnfc  certain  packet  boats  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  mails 
between  two  countries  at  war.  Such  licenfing  was  only  a  par- 
tial fufpenfion  of  the  interruption  of  intercourfe  ;  and  furely 
the  Crown  had  a  power  to  annex  conditions  to  that  fufpenfion. 
France  had  thought  proper  wholly  to  interrupt  that  intercourfe  ; 
and  the  law  of  nations  gave  her  a  right  to  do  fo.  The  King  of 
Kngland  would  have  been  juftified  by  the  fame  law  in  going 
the  fame  length  ;  but  he  was  not  advifed  to  take  fuch  a  (lep, 
but  merely  to  provide  that  by  keeping  the  intercourfe  open  on 
his  fide,  for  the  benefit  of  his  people,  he  did  not  open  a  door 
to  evils  ftill  greater  than  the  interruption  of  all  intercourfe  what- 
ever. This  was  the  ground  of  the  order  of  Council ;  and 
furely  the  King  was  not  only  authorifed,  but  bound  to  conlult 
the  general  fafety  of  his  coafts,  by  giving  direflion^  that  no 
perfon  (hould  be  fuffered  to  land  &em  any  of  his  veiTels,  w^ho 
was  not  fufficiently  known  to  be  peaceable  and  well  difpofed^ 
in  which  cafe  he  fliould  procure  a  paflport  from  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Having  thus  argued  upon  the  principle  of  the  pro* 
clamation,  he  next  adverted  to  the  particular  cafe  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  gentleman.  The  firft  account,  he  (aid, 
which  he  received  of  the  tranfaftion,  was  in  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Bell,  commander  of  the  packet,  and  tranfmitted  to  him  front 
the  Poft  Office.  Here  he  read  the  letter,  which  dated,  that 
whilft  he  was  on  fhore  at  the  Poft  Houfe  at  Calais,  a  number 
of  perfons,  chiefly  Englifli,  got  on  board  his  packet  in  his  ab* 
fence,  and  without  his  If  nowledge  ;  that  when  he  returned  to 
his  veflcl,  and  found, them  on  board,  he  defired  they  would  go 
aihore,  for  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  land  them  in  England^ 
unlefs  they  had  paflports  from  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  ; 
which  it  appeared  they  had  not.  They  refufed  to  quit  the  (hip, 
and  began  to  weigh  the  anchor,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  t»  fleer 
the  veifel  to  England.    Mxp  Duodas.  in  aofwer  to  this  letla>  ' 
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^efired  tbat  Cuptain  Bell  fhould  come  to  town,  to  ftatef  moiie 
paiticularly  tbe  traafaSIon,  and  give  the  names  and  charafleFS 
of  the  paflTengerfif  as  far  as  he  knew  them.  This  was  done  ; 
and  after  a  due  examifiation^  it  was  (ignified,  at  the  end  of 
three  days,  that  theBritifh  fubjeds  might  land,  and  proceed, 
without  farther  moleftation,  to  their  refpeftive  homes.  Thiff 
he  iaid^  was  the  plain  ftate  of  the  cafe ;  and  he.tru(led  that  th* 
Houfe,  feeing  it  divefted  of  all  exaggeration,  would  be  of  opi- 
nion that  there  was  nothing  in  the  tranfaflion  that  was  eithor 
tyrannical  or  unconftitutional.^The  honourable  gentleman  had 
{aid,  that  if  the  parties  concerned  were  not  guilty  of  any  crime, 
they  ought  not  to  have  been  detained.  To  this  he  would  re- 
ply, that,  prima  faciey  they  were  guilty  of  a  great  crime ;  they 
appeared  to  have  taken  forcible  pofleflion  of  one  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  (hips,  and  compelled  the  commander  to  difobey  the  po- 
fitive  orders  of  his  employers.  Upon  a  more  minute  inquiry, 
it  appeared  alfo,  that  there  were  on  board  fomeperfons  of  cha* 
caders  fo  foul  and  deteftable,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  fuifered 
in  any  civilized  State  whatever :  he  did  not  like,  he  faid,  to  go 
into  the  particulars  he  had  received  on  this  head  ;  he  believed 
the  Houfe  would  not  defire  him  to  fay  any  more  than  that  there 
were  on  board  Dr.  Maxwell,  a  Mr.  Stone,  and  two  ftrvants 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  There  were  alfo  on  board  fomo 
Englifhmcn  whofe  condufi  in  France  could  not  give  much  fa- 
tisfadion.  To  detain  thefe,  therefore,  until  fome  confultation 
Ihould  be  held,  was  neither  illegal  nor  opprelSve.  But  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  would  have  it,  that 
if  they  were  properly  detained,  they  ought  not  to  have  been 
difmifled  without  profecution  and  trial.  His  anfwer  to  that 
was,  that  His  Maje{ly*s  Miniders  certainly  meant  to  have 
brought  them  to  trial  if  they  could  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  all 
the  information  they  had  received  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the 
palfengers  in  feizing  the  King's  ihip,  was  laid  before  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Advocate,  Attorney  and  Soiicitor  General,  with  direc- 
tions to  (jtate  their  opinion,  whether  in  the  tranfa£lion  there 
was  ground  for  profecution  ;  and  if  there  ivas,  what  mode  of 
proceeding  they  would  recommend.  Their  anfwer  was,  that 
there  was  one  circumftance  in  the  caife,  which  would  probably 
be  a  bar  to  conviflion  ;  and  that  was,  that  it  did  not  appear 
that  the  Captain  of  the  packet  was  acquainted  with  the  King's 
Vol.  ?(XXV.  3  Y 
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proclamaticmi  and  that  it  was  in  obedience  to  it  that  he  refufed 
to  carry  them  to  England.     As  this  opinion  fliewed  that  a  con- 
•vidlion  was  not  to  be  cxpe6led>  and  as  Hi$Majefty's  Miniflen 
would  not  order  a  profecution,  when  they  had  reafon  to  believe 
.it  would  not  lead  to  puniftiment,  they  gave  direfkions  for  fct- 
.  ting  the  parties  concerned  at  liberty.     The  Houfc,  he  ob- 
fcrved,  was  now  in  poffeflion  of  the  grounds  both  of  the  deten- 
tion and  difmifTion  of  the  individuals  in  quedion,  and  would 
decide  whether  Minifters  had  aded  tyrannically  in  the  bufi- 
nefs,  or  rather  whether  they  had  not  difcharged  their  boundcn 
duty  to  their  country.     But  were  he  to  fpeak  his  opiniony  the 
Houfe  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  affair ;  Parliament  ought  not 
to  interfere,  except  to  rcdrefs  grievances  which  were  beyond 
the  reach  of  the   ordinary  courts  of  law,  or  when  juftice  was 
denied.     If,  in  the  prcfent  cafe,  any  individual  felt  himfclf  ag- 
grieved, the  courts  of  law  were  open   to  him,  and  he  might 
bring  his  adion,  make  him  (Mr.   Dundas)  a  defendant,  sad 
compel  him  to  anfwer  for  his  condudl  before  a  jury  of  his 
country.     Hence  it  would  appear,   that  there  was  oot  the 
fmalleft  ground  for  the  interference  of  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Dundas 
adverted  to  one  of  the  offices  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  given  him,  viz.  Printer  of  the  Holy  Bible.     This  was  an 
.  office  which,  if  he  ppireifed,  he  pofleflTed  without  knowing  it; 
he  had,\  indeed,  heard  of  it  once  before,  or  rather  he  had  read 
^  of  it  in  a  newfpaper  which  did  him  the  honour  very  often  to 
take  notice  of  him.     As  he  held  no  fuch  office,  he  prcfuni«d 
that  thofe  who  were  fo  obliging  as  to  fay  that  he  did,  meant 
fomething  very  jocular  and  pleafant ;  if  fo,  he  begged  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  be  fo  good^-naturedas  to  let  him  into 
the  meaning  of  the  joke,  that  he  might  have  the  pleafure  of 
joining  in  the  laugh  which  was  attempted  to  be  raifed  againft 
him. 
Mr.  WHITBREAD  in  explanation  obferved,  that  he  had 
.  always  underftood  that  the  office  of  Printer  of  the  Holy  Bible 
in  Scotland,  was  an  office  of  confiderable  emolument,  aod 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  poflefledy  as  well  as 
other  offices  of  confiderable  emolument,  but  he  wasfonyh^ 
did  not  poflefs  it.    There  were,  however,   inftances  in  whid 
the  name  of  one  perfon  appeared  to  an  office,  which  wasi  ta 
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Vityf  pofleflM  by  another ;  he  hoped  this  was  not  one  of 
them.  > 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  with 
laying  any  thing  upon  the  legality  or  illegality  of  the  proclama- 
tion ;  but  he  muft  obferve,  that  the  proceedings  which  took 
place  at  Dover,  did  certainly  appear  to  him  extremely  fevere 
sind  tyrannical.     It  fo  happened,  that  about  forty  Engliflimen 
happened  to  be  at  Calais,  and  were  placed  in  fuch  a  iituation, 
from  the  circumftances  exiting  in  France  at  the  time,  that 
tliey  had  no  other  fecuiity,  than  getting  on  board  the  packet; 
they  did  fo,  and  when  they  came  to  England,  fome  of  them 
^were  allowed  to  get  afhore,  but  others  were  kept  rolling  about 
on  board  the  veflfel,  in  the  mod  difgufting  fituation,  and  in  the 
very  worft  kind  of  imprifonment.     It  had  been  faid  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  that  this  was  a  mere 
private  injury — ^that  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the  private  individuals 
to  profecute,  and  was  not  a  fit  fubje6l  of  inveftigation  in  that 
Houfe ;   it  was  his  opinion,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  a 
mod  unjuft,  illegal,  and  opprefTive  excrcife  of  power  by  the 
Executive  Government,  and  that  that  Houfe  might  and  ought 
to  take  it  up  as  a  public  meafure,  and  to  make  it  thefubje£t  of 
a  Parliamentary  inquiry ;  on  which  account,   the  motion  of  his 
honourable  friend  met  with  his  moft  entire  and  hearty  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that,  as  he  differed  in  almoft  every  word 
from  the  right  honourable  Secretary  (Dundas,)  he  thought  he 
could  not  well  difcharge  his  duty  without  troubling  the  Houfe 
with  fome  few  obfervations.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid  that  the  proclamation  was  only  fuch  as  had  been  ufual 
on  fimilar  occafion, ;  for  his  part,  he  neither  knew  nor  had 
ever  heard  of  any  fuch  proclamation  as  the  prefent  on  any  for- 
mer occafion  ;  but  he  wiflied  that  thofe  proclamations  which 
were  alluded  to  as  precedents  had  been  fpecified.  He  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  the  proclamation  was  illegal,  being 
completely  fatisfied  that  the  King  has  no  right  to  fay,  that  an 
Englifh  fubjcft  arriving  here,  either  in  a  French  or  Englifh 
vefTel,  fhall  not  be  permitted  to  land  in  his  native  country.  It 
had  been  faid  that  all  intcrcourfe  between  the  fubjeSs^of  the 
two  countries  muft  ceafe,  in  confequence  of  the  war  ;  but, 
admitting  this  to  be  the  cafe,  and  he  did  not  difputeit^.  whstt 

3Ya 


53«  PARLIAMENTART  A.  1793, 

could  \it  more  unjuft  than  this,  that  perfen$  Aould  he  cncao- 
raged  to  carry  o|i  trade  with  France,  under  the  commercial 
treaty,  and  happening  to  be  in  France,  in  the  courfecrf*  carry* 
ing  on  their  bufinefs  when  the  war  cpmntienced,  they  {bould 
be  prohibited  to  return  I  But,  fuppoftng,  the  proclamation 
legal,  it  would  ftill  remain  to  be  conftdered,  whether  ii  wa^ 
"yvife  ?  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  rather  be  prudent  to 
encourage  all  perfons  tq  come  home.  The  right  honqurabk 
gentleman  had  fpoke  with  great  boldnefs  and  confidence  of  tb« 
kgalhy  and  propriety  of  the  proclaniation,  though  his  mode  of 
rcafoning,  with  refpef^  to  the  proceedings  which  took  place, 
inclined  him  to  believe  that  he  had  (bnie  diffidence  on  this| 
fubjefl ;  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  (aid,  tint  thefe 
gentlemen  were  guilty  of  a  crime  in  poflefling  themfclves  for- 
cibly of  the  King's  packet ;  and  that  a  cafe  had  been  laid  be- 
fore the  King's  learned  Gounfel,  who  had  advifed  againd  a 
profecution;  but,  although  it  had  been  found  inconvenient  ^o 
j]||'ofccute  them,  it  became  neceflary  to  detain  them,  for  acinic, 
by  fome  forcible  means;  it  had  been  faid  too,  that  there  were 
ibme  fufpefled  perfons  among  them,  who  were  faid  to  be  fer- 
vants  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  &c. — ^Wiih  refpeS  to  perfons 
df  this  laft  defcription,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  ready  to  admit 
that  no  government  could  be  fo  wcil  conftrufled  in  all  its 
parts,  that  it  might  not  be  nccefTary  for  the  Executive  Power, 
6n  fome  occafions  of  public  danger  and  difficulty,  to  exceed 
the  ftriA  limits  of  legal  authority,  trufting  for  the  jufttfication 
of  the  meafure  to  the  nature  of  the  exigency  which  called  for 
it.  But  were  thirty- fix  unfufpeSed  perfons  to  be  puniihed, 
becaufe  there  happened  to  be  among  them  one  or  more  other 
perfons  againft  ^hom  fuch  fufpicions  lay,  as  might  poffibly 
juftify  violent  or  unufual  proceedings  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment i  The  forcibly  feizing  upon  a  King's  packet,  or  any 
olher  yefiel,^  was  certainly  a  crime  punifliable  by  law,  totallj 
independent  oiF  the  proclamation ;  and,  if  thofe  perfons,  who 
were  btherwi^  uiffufpededy  bad  ^en  g^ilty.  of  this  crimCy 
they  were  liadle  uniqueftionably  to  profecution,  and  if  proie- 
euted,  and  the  crime  proved^  thej  ought  to  have  been  punifii^ 
ed;  but,  if  no  profeciitioh  was  brought  againft  them,  they 
muft  be  Confideted  to  have  been  complete!/  innocent.  '  Mr. 
tox  then  alladed  to  the  notice  which  had  been  tid^  of  ib^ 
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jna^mes  of  Dr,  Maxwell  and  Mr.  Stone,  and  reprobated,  in 
iljTong  and  pointed  terms,  the  dreadful  injuilice  and  indecency 
of  throwing  out  furmifes  againfi  individu:|Is,  probably  of  good 
sund  irreproachable  characters,  and  who  had  done  nothing  tl* 
legal,  on  account  of  their  being  members  of,  or  conne£led 
^^rith,  certain  alToci^tions.     The  lad  argument  of  the  right  ho« 
nouraUe  gentleman  related  to  this  bemg  a  private  injury  ^  and 
tliat  it  (hould  be  left  to  the  private  individuals  injured  to  apply 
for  redrefs.     He  n^ight  poffibly  have  acquiefced  in  this  opinion, 
liad  the  proceedings  in  queftion  been  the  adt  of  inferior  officers ; 
t>vki  when  done  by  fuch  authority,,  under  the  diredion  of  one 
of  His  Majefty's  3ecretaries  of  State,  and  involving  a  matter 
pf  fuch  public  importance,  it  feemed  to  him  well  worthy  to 
be  taken  up,  and  inyeftigated  by  that  Houfc.    Mr.  Fox  con- 
cluded with  giving  his  hearty  aflent  to  the  motion  of  his  honour- 
able friend. 

'  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  moved  for  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  fa3s  which  had  happened  in  confequence  of 
the  order  of  Council  ;  but  that  the  fads  which  he  had  detailed, 
could  not  be  conneSed  with  that  order,  which  was  evident 
from  attending  to  dates.  It  had  been  aflced,  why  thofe  per- 
sons had  not  bef^n  profecuted,  if  it  was  true  that  they  had  taken 
forcible  poflfedion  of  the  packet ;  and  allufion  had  been  made 
XQ  an  opinion  given  by  the  King's  Counfel.  The  queAion  put 
was,  whether  tliey  could  be  punifhed  under  the  proclamation, 
'  which  was  furely  impoffible,  as  they  could  have  no  knowledge 
pf  it  at  the  time  y  and,  cqufidering  where  the  thing  happened, 
it  did  hot  appear  to  him  how  they  could  have  been  puniflied, 
for  the  forcibly  feizing  on  the  packet,  in  any  other  manner 
than  fuch  feverity,  as  it  would  have  been  highly  improper,  in 
|he  circuniftance^  of  the  cafe,  to  have  advifed.  It  appeared 
%o  him  a  very  ilrong  thjng  to  defirp  of  that  Houfe  to  take  up 
the  matter,  when  out  of  forty  perfons  who  are  fuppofed  to 
have  fufiered  indignity  and  injury,  there  was  not  one  who  had 
thought  of  bringing  a  profecution.  He  concluded  with  fay- 
ing, that  a  praAice  feemed  to  have  prevailed  of  late  among 
certain  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  which  appeared  to  him  highly 
dangerous  and  improper,  of  dating  fads,  and  moving  for  in- 
quiry and  uiyeftigation^  without  proceeding  any  farther. 
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Mr.  ESTrWICK  faid  a  few  words  againft  the  motion,  in 

joflificaticm  of  the  cohduft  of  Miniftcrs. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  explained.    He  faid  that  certain  fzAs 
had  come  to  his  knowledge  which  had  been  tranfaded  under 
the  proclamation  ;  and  he  thought  it  the  beft  and  moft  regular 
mode  of  proceeding,  to  (late  ihefe   fafts,  and  to  move  for  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  them.     When  the  faSs  came  to  W 
properly  before  the  Houfe,  it  was  certainly  his  intention  to 
have  founded  upon  them  a  motion,  withrcfpeft  to  the  illega- 
lity of  the  proclamation.     This  led  him  to  take  notice  of  the 
obfervation  made  by  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman, 
(the  Attorney  General)  that  it  was  mifchicvous  to  ftatc  fa5s, 
without  going  any  farther.     If  fafts  had  been  flated,    and 
Committees  of  Inquiry  moved  for,  as  had  been  done  with  re- 
Ipe6l   to  certain  proceedings,  which  were  faid  to  have  taken 
place  at  the  lad  ele£lion  for  Weftminfler,  in  which  an  honour- 
able Member  of  that  Houfe  had  been  ftated   to  be  concerned; 
and  alfo  on  fevcral  other  occafions,  by  himfelf,  and  by  feme 
of  his  friends  ;    to  whom  was  it  to  be  imputed,  that  in  thcfe 
inftances,  the  matter  had  gone  no  farther  r  By  whom  had  they 
been  ftopped  (hort,- and  prevented  from   proceeding?    In  the 
fame  way,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  he  had  done  his  duty,  and  be 
wafbed  his  hands  clean.     He  conceived  the  proclamation  to  be 
illegal ;  for  it  was  unqueftionably  illegal  and  unconftitutional 
to  prevent  an  Englifliman,  who  had  been  guilty  of  no  crime, 
from  landing  in  his  native  country  ;  and  this  the  proclamation 
feemed  to  him  to  do,  in  clear  and  precife  terms. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid  a  few  words  on  the 
alhifions  to  the  proclamation,  as  having  no  reference  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  he  had  alluded  to  it  only  in  reply 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  whom  it  was  introduced. 

Mr.  ROSE  complained  of  the  allufion  to  the  motion  of  in- 
quiry refpc6ling  a  fuppofed  improper  interference  by  him  io 
the  Weftminfter  eleftion.  As  a  proof  how  ill  founded  that 
motion  was,  he  had  profccuted  a  pcrfon  for  printing  the  very 
fame  charge  contained  in  that  motion,  and  in  fucha  way  as  to 
give  the  defendant  an  opportunity  of  proving,  if  he  could,  that 
what  he  faid  was  true  ;  but  no  attempt  at  proof  was  nait% 
and  a  verdi£l  was  given  againft  the  defendant^ 

3- 
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Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  recolleded  the  profectttion  to  \rhicli 
the  honourable  gentleman  alluded.  The  paragraph  on  which 
it  was  founded,  purported,  that  the  honourable  gentlemaa  had 
been  conviAed  in  t[se  Houfe  of  Commons  of  an  improper  in* 
terference  in  the  Weftminfter  ele&ion.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman certainly  was  not  convided,  becaufe  he  would  not  con-- 
ient  that  his  conduct  (hould  be  inquired  into,  and  the  Houle 
refufed  to  inquire ;  and  therefore  the  verdift  of  a  Court  of  Jut- 
tice  againd  a  perfon  for  printing  that  he  was  convided,  was  no 
proof  that  the  charge  againft  him  was  not  well  founded. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  the  paragraph  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  was  only  one  of  two  on  which  he  had  profecuted. 

Mr.  F^OX  fpokc  to  order.  It  was  a  mod  extraordinary 
thing,  that  when  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  had  made  a  charge, 
which  he  was  ready  to  fubftantiate  by  evidence,  and  which  the 
Houfe  refufed  to  examine,  it  fhould  be  faid  that  the  charge 
was  falfe,  becaufe  the  printer  of  a  newfpaper,  who  repeated 
•the  fame  charge,  or  perhaps  fomething  very  different,  was  un- 
able to  fupport  it  by  evidence.  On  what  principle  was  it  to  be 
fuppofcd,  that  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  had  no  evidence,  be- 
caufe fome  other  perfon,  of  whom  he  knew  nothing,  had  none? 
Never  was  an  argumant  fet  up,  which  tended  fo  direSly  to 
fupprefs  all  inquiry.  He  therefore  called  upon  the  Houfe,  as 
they  were  gentlemen,  and  men  of  honour,  to  difcountenance 
it. 

The  queftion  on  Mr.  Whitbread's  motion  was  then  put,  and 
negatived.  ^ 

The  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Ilcmlington  Hundred  bill  being  read, 

Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr. 
M.  A.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  oppofed  it  on  the  ground, 
that  any  alteration  of  the  law,  in  the  cafe  of  riots  and  outrages 
fo  atrocious,  with  refpefl  to  which  there  had  been  the  appear- 
ance of  but  too  much  indulgence  already,  would  be  of  danger* 
ous  example,  and  tend  to  induce  the  ignorant  to  believe,  t&at 
on  fome  occafions  and  fome  pretexts,  they  might  violate  the 
law,  and  deftroy  the  property  of  their  neighbours,  with  im- 
punity. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt,  Mr.  Buxtoii,  Captain  Berkeley,  Sir 
H.  Calthorpe,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  fupported 
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it  on  the  ground^  that  Binnin|;httib  where  the  ridts  hapqpened^ 
was  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  the  HunAred,  the  greater  past 
of  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  toodiftant  even  to  know  of  k 
time  enough' to  aid  in  fuppreffing  it;  and  diat  die  billoalj 
tended  toeafe  the  Hundred  in  the  mode  of  paying  the  dam^geSy 
without  injury  to  the  fufierers. 
The  Houfe  refolved  into  the  Committee^  and  the  bill  w^ 

gone  through. Adjourned, 

Friday,  loth  May. 

The  bills  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  and  Government  of 
India,  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Monday. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday,  13/A  May. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvcit- 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  ih^  Eaft-Indk 
Government  and  trade  bill, 

Mr.  S.  SMITH  entered  confiderably  at  large  into  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Eaft-India  Company.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
the  prefent  bill  paiTed  into  a  law,  Government  muft  make  a 
demand  on  the  Company  of  500,000!.  annually  \  and  he  did 
not  fee  how  the  Diredors  were  to  refift  that  demand,  whether 
they  had  profit  to  that  amount  or  not,  and  fuppofmg  a  deficiency 
to  happen  forfeveral  years,  the  amount  of  arrears  might  occa- 
fion  great  embarraflinent. 

Mr.  D.  SCOTTanfwercdtheobjedlionsofthe  lad  honour* 
able  gentleman,  and  maintained  that  the  provifions  of  the  bill 
guarded  againft  the  probability  of  the  evil  alluded  to,  by  al- 
lowing the  deficiency  of  one  year  to  be  added  to  the  demand  on 
the  produce  of  the  next.  He  maintained  too  that  there  now 
was  a  confiderable  furplus  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  which 
he  faw  no  reafon  to  apprehend  would  be  diminifhed,  but  which> 
on  the  contrary,  was  likely  to  increafe. 

The  queflion  being  put,  the  Houfe  v^nt  into  the  Com* 
mittee. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  underflood  it  was  fuppofed  thy  feveiai 
gentlemen,  that  fome  obje£lions  were  to  be  made  to  this  bill 
before  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  that  aftefwards  the 
claufes  fhould  be  difcuITed  \  but  although  he  had  gcsatobjoc^ 


A.  1793.  DEBATES.  537 

tions  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  as  others^might  approve  of 
the  principle^  and  yet  might  have  ohje6lions  to  fome  of  the 
claufes,  he  had  fuffered  the  queftion  for  the  Speaker  leaving 
the  chair  to  pafs,  that  thofe  gentlemen  might  follow  their  own 
ideas  upon  the  fubje£l  without  much  impediment  from  him, 
particularly  as  what  he  had  to  urge  might  come  at  a  future 
ftage  of  the  proceeding.  He  did  not  however  wifli  to  let  on« 
opportunity  pafs  without  his  entering  his  proteft  againft  fome 
of  the  provifions  of  the  bill.  It  was  ten  years  fince  the  fenti* 
ment  of  the  public  had  been  exprefled  in  that  Houfe — That  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  had  increafed,  was  increafing,  and 
ought  to  be  diminiflied ;  and  he  was  fure»  there  was  as  much 
reafon  for  that  refolution  now,  as  there  was  at  that  time.  He 
objeSed)  he  faid,  to  the  mode  in  which  this  bill  tended  to  ex- 
tend that  influence ;  and  he  mufl  now  call  upon  all  thofe  who 
in  the  year  1780  declared,  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
ought  to  be  diminifhedy  to  compare  the  influence  then,  and 
the  influence  now ;  and  then  to  think  whether  they  could  con- 
fidently vote  for  theclaufe  which  gave  the  nomination  of  three 
oflScers  to  the  Crown;  whether  they  who  voted  for  a  bill, 
brought  in  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke,}  a 
bill  which  would  do  him  honour  for  ever ;  whether  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, he  faidy  who  had  at  that  time  entertained  the  fenti- 
ments  they  then  profefled  upon  the  increafe  of  the  influence  of 
the  Crown,  could  now  vote  for  a  meafure  which  fo  obvioufly 
tended  to  increafe  that  influence.  He  maintained,  that  the 
claufe  empowering  the  Crown  to  nominate  officers  to  a£t  un- 
der this  bill,  and  who  were  to  be  paid  large  falaries  by  the 
Company,  was  wrong  upon  the  principle  of  it,  becaufe  be 
thought  that  in  all  public  fituations,  where  officers  were  ap- 
pointed to  any  public  truff,  the  public  ought  to  pay  them,  be- 
caufe while  the  payment  came  from  the  public  purfe,  the  pub« 
lie  had  fome  check  by  their  reprefentatives  over  the  condu6t 
of  fuch  officers,  but  by  this  bill  the  public  were  to  pay  cir- 
cuitoufly  and  obliquely,  by  and  through  the  medium  of  the 
Company ;  for  the  payment  of  thefe  oflScers  was  fo  much  in 
diminution  of  what  the  Public  would  otherwife  receive  from 
the  revenues  of  the  Company.  He  felt  this,  and  he  mud  add, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  Houfe  felt  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
to  be  great,  they  Ihould  be  imprcffed  with  a  fenfe  of  their  duty 
Vol.  XXXV.  ^  Z 
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noc  to  increafe  it.     He  had  heard  it  faid  on  fomier  occafioDS, 
that  the  gentlemen  a£ling  in  the  affairs  of  India  were  mcit 
birds  of  paiTage  j  if  fo,  he  was  fiire  there  could  be  no  good  rea- 
fon  for  fuppofing  that  they  would  be  lefs  under  the  influence  of 
the  Crown  than  if  they  were  ftationary,  or  that  they  were  there- 
fore the  lefs  likely  to  be  corrupt.     He  ftiould  have  other  op- 
portunities of  delivering  his  fentiments  upon  this  fubjed,  and 
he  fhould  avail  himfelf  of  them  ;  but  he  took  this  manner  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  (which  he  was  ferry  to  fcefo 
thinly  attended)  to  the  point  which  he  (hould  afterwards  take 
notice  of.     If  gentlemen,  who  with  him  had  voted,  in  the  year 
1780,  upon  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  had  forgotten  the  lea- 
fons  upon  which  the  Houfe  came  to  its  refolution  upon  tlur 
fubjeil — if  they  had  forgotten  all  they  formerly  profcffedupon 
that  fubje^l,  all  he  could  fay  was,  that  he  (hould  do  every  thiag 
in  his  power  to  improve  their  recoUcftion,  and  therefore  it  was 
that  what  he  now  hinted  at  (hould  be  taken  as  a  public  notice. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  entered  into  a  general  explanation  of 
the  claufe  of  the  bill  to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
objefted,  and  maintained  that  it  was  not  liable  in  faimcfs  to 
thefe  obje£lions.     He  profeiTed  his  readinefs  to  maintain  there 
was  no  neceflity  at  tliis  time  to  renew  the  refolution,  That  tk 
influence  of  the   Crown  had   increafed,  was  increafing,  and 
ought  to  fuffer  diminution — for  that  he  was  ready  to  prove  that 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  was   not  increafing  at  the  prcfcnt 
moment.     He  then  went   into  a  general  defcription  of  what 
would  be  the  operation  of  the  bill,  in  anfwer  to  the  obfcrva- 
tions  of  the  right   honourable  gentleman  who  preceded  hiffli    j 
admitting  of  the  propriety  of  difcufling  the  fubjeS  at  large  upon   j 
any  future  ftage  which  gentlemen  might  think  proper  to  adopt 
for  that  purpofe. 

After  feveral  obfervations  from  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan, 
upon  the  points  of  patronage  and  probable  corruption,  anrf  a 
few  words  in  anfwer  from  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Committee  proceeded 
through  feveral  claufes  of  the  bill,  the  Chairman  reported  pn>- 
grefs,  aflced  leave  to  fit  again,  and  the  Houfe  ordered  a  farther 
Committee  upon  this  fubjeft  to-morrow. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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Tuejdayy  il^ih  May. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE,  after  a  (hort  fpecch  upon  the  fub- 
JcS  of  the  flave  trade,  as  far  as  it  regarded  the  fupply  of  ne* 
groes  to  foreign  Powers  by  Englifli  fliips,  and  alfo  on  the  ne* 
-ccffity  of  limiting  the  number  of  flaves  to  be  imported  to  the 
Britifh  colonies,  moved,  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  abolifbing  the  trade,  carried  on  by  Englifli  merchants 
for  fupply ing  foreign  territories  with  flaves." 

Upon  this,  it  was  immediately  moved,  '*  That  this  be  re* 
f erred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe." 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  feconded  the  motion. 

Lord  Carhampton,  Mr.  Dent,  and  Mr.  Cawthorne  feve- 
rally  oppofed  it. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  com- 
municated to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  this  fub- 
jc6l  forward,  his  intention  of  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe  a  plan 
for  properly  regulating,  inftead  of  totally  abolilhing,  the  flave 
trade,  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  thanked  him  for  his 
candor ;  he  therefore  was,  in  fome  degree,  furprifed  at  this 
motion  to-day. 

Mr.  FORD  exprefled  fome  apprehenfion  of  danger  in  agi- 
tating this  queftion  at  this  time,  and  wiflied  to  fee  the  fubjeA 
at  reft. 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  fupported  the  motion  ftrenuoufly. 

Mr.  FOX,  after  taking  notice  of  what  the  Houfe  had  done 
laft  year,  and  what  the  Lords  were  doing  in  this  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  and  reminding  the  Houfe  of  what  appeared  to  him  to  be 
their  duty,  warned  them  not  to  tnift  too  much  to  the  good  tem- 
per of  the  people,  by  playing  and  trifling  with  their  requefls, 
paflling  refolutions  in  one  fefllon  in  one  year,  by  which  the 
Public  were  taught  to  expeft  that  this  infamous  traffic  (hould 
in  time  be  abolilhed,  and  then  to  abandon  the  whole  in  another 
feflion,  by  having  recourfe  to  the  fliift  of  faying,  that  the  fub- 
je£t  was  before  the  other  Houfe  j  that  it  was  a  dangerous  time 
to  meddle  with  our  commerce  ;  or  by  any  fuch  quibbles ;  this 
trade  was  no  more  like  real  fair  commerce,  than  it  was  like 
juftice  or  humanity  ;  commerce  was  difgraced  by  being  com- 
pared to  ijt ;  it  was  an  odious,  mondruus,  inhuman  trafllic,  and 

foul  {lain  upon  the  Britiih  character.    Such  the  majority  of 
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the  Houfc  thought  it  laft  year ;  fuch  the  mafs  of  the  people 
thought  then  ;  fuch  they  thought  it  now  ;  and  if  they  had  not 
renewed  their  petitions  to  the  Houfe,  it  was  bccaufc  they  had 
confidence  in  its  juftice»  its  humanity,  its  honour*  and  its  re- 
gard for  the  confiftency  of  its  own  proceedings  ;  and  gentlemen 
would  do  well,  if  they  wiflied  the  Public  to  have  any  eileem 
for  that  Houfe,  not  to  teach  them  that  their  confidence  wa« 
niifplaced,  when  they  thought  that  Houfe  would  perform  M 
duty.  Having  urged  thefe,  and  other  points,  he  trufted  the 
Houfe  would  agree  to  the  motion  ;  or  that  if  they  thought  the 
Houfe  too  thin  to  decide  upon  a  point  fo  important,  they  would 
adjourn  the  debate  for  a  day  or  two,  and  go  into  a  Committee, 
and  difcufs  the  fubjedl  fairly,  if  any  farther  difcufEon  was  ne- 
ceflary, 

Mr.  GASCO  YNE  was  decidedly  againft  the  motion. 

Mr,  BURDON  faid,  that  fo  far  was  he  from  being  fur- 
prifed  at  this  motion,  that  he  confelfed  freely  he  fliould  have 
been  much  furprifed  if  it  had  not  been  made. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  L AMBTON  affiired  the  Houfe,  he  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve  that  the  Public  in  general  expe£ted  that  Parliament  would 
come  to  fome  meafure  upon  this  fubje6t  in  the  prefent  fefEon. 
He  had  lately  received  no  lefs  than  a  dozen  letters  himfelf  from 
various  parts  of  the  country,  expreflivc  of  the  greateft  anxiety 
for  the  abolition  of  this  trade. 

Mr.  EST  WICK  oppofed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  went  at  length  into  the  fubjed^  and 
took  notice  of  all  the  arguments  urged  againft  the  motion^  and 
maintained  that  the  Houfe  ought,  in  juftice  to  its  own  cha- 
rader,  and  in  fupport  of  its  own  honour^  to  adopt  the  motion 
now  before  them. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  fupported  the  motion. 

The  Houfe  divided ; 

For  the  motion,  41  ;   Againft  it,  34. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  then  moved,  "  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  limiting  and  regulating  the  importation  of 
flaves  to  the  Britiih  Colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  for  a  time  to 
be  limited." 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  thought  it  rather  unfair  in  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  have  fepaiated  bis  two  motiudSi  and  not 
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to  have  bronght  forward  this  motion  along  with  the  former 
one.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  ^W-e^  of  this  motion  went 
to  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  Afri-  m  (lave  trade ;  and  that, 
therefore,  in  point  of  order,  it  coul  1  r      be  put. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  with  re;,  mo  order,  as  a  mo- 
tion had  been  offered  to  the  Houfc  nb  ;  *  vo  months  ago,  to 
go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whol'^  ;i  l  '■ ,  j  confider  of  the 
circumftances of  the  African  fla/e  ti  ..ie.  v  h  motion  had 
been  poftponed  for  three  pr  four  incni!^'  r  ^  iiiotion  could 
now  be  entertained  of  the  fame  natJir*'  vv:il«  rS»ut  motion,  or 
upon  which  any  proceeding  might  Iv  vi  :.i:i.de(l  which  could 
go  to  the  total  and  immediate  abol.tion  of  the  flave  trade  ; 
but,  as  the  prefent  motion  did  not  certainly  go  to  that  length, 
be  thought  it  could  not  be  obje6led  to  in  point  of  order. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  argued  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
the  objefl:  of  which  was  perfeflly  different  and  diftinft  froton 
abolition,  and  the  only  purpofe  of  which  was,  to  prevent  the 
increafe  of  the  importation  of  flaves  to  our  Weft-Indiaillands, 
pending  the  difcudion  on  the  queftion  of  abolition. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that,  although 
he  had  given  his  vote  for  the  former  motion,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  give  his  aflent  to  the  prefent  motion,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  was  perfedly  different,  and  went  direAly  to  the 
gradual  abolition  of  the  flave  trade. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  gave  credit  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  for  his  candor  and  faimefs  in 
feparating  the  two  motions ;  which,  as  they  were  totally  dif- 
ferent, ought  furely  to  be  made  feparately ;  but,  the  fame 
reafons  which  had  induced  him  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  laft 
motion,  determined  him  to  give  his  negative  to  the  prefent 
one. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  ftated,  as  one  argument  in  favour 
of  the  motion,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  excefs  of  the  im- 
portation of  flaves,  had  not  been  occafloned  from  any  view  of 
providing  againft  the  eventual  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  but 
Ifirith  the  view  of  beginning  new  plantations. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  Mr.  Wilbcrforce's  motion ; 

Ayes,  25;  Noes,  35.    Majority  againft  the  motion,  10. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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fTeJne/day,  l$th  May. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  when  he  had  given 
notice,  on  a  former  occafion,  of  his  intention  to  move  fJM-  a 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  coals  carried  coaftwife  in  Scotland,  he 
had  ftated  that  the  grofs  annual  produce  of  thefe  duties  did  nor 
amount  to  more  than  10  or  1 2,000!.  fterling.     In  faA  die 
duty  amounted  to  a  prohibition ;  and,  in  the  "North  of  Scotr 
land,  they  trufted  almoft  entirely  tp  the  pe^t  mofles  for  a  fup- 
ply  of  fuel,  in  preparing  which,  a  great  part  of  the  labour  of 
that  part  of  the  country  was  expended,  which  might  be  bene- 
ficially employed  in  fiiheries  and  manufaftures ;  by  which 
means,  a  great  part  of  that  refource  was  loft  to  the  revenue. 
which  muft  arife  from  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants :  he  had 
formerly  ftated,  that  thefe  confiderations  would  have  led  him, 
to  propofe  the  repeal  of  thefe  duties  on  coals,  as  an  advifeaUe 
meafure,  had  he  even  been  unable  to  fubftitute  any  compcnla- 
tion  in  lieu  of  them;  but,  being  fenfible,  that  the  incOnveni* 
cnce  was  not  confined  to  Scotland  alone,  but  that  it  was  felt 
by  other  parts  of  the  country,  he  wiflied  to  take  fome  tinoe  to 
inquire  and  confider,  whether  he  could  not  think  of  foooe 
proper  means  of  fupplying  from  Scotland,    the  deficteoqr 
which  the  repeal  of  thefe  duties  would  occafion.  In  dip  Hig^ 
lands  of  Scotland  he  believed,  that  a  certain  quantity  of  fpirits 
was  really,  •  in  forae  fhape,  a  neceflary  of  life,  and  that  it  was 
not  there  indulged  into  excefs ;  but,  from  every  information 
he' had  been  able  to  procure,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  ftilis  of 
a  certain  fize  now  allowed  to  be  ufed  there,  on  payment  of  a 
licence  duty  of  twenty  ftiillings  per  gallon,  might  well  bear  to 
be  charged  with  a  licence  duty  of  40  ftiiHings  per  gallon.— 
He  would  alfo  propofe  the  taking  off  an  exception,  which  the 
retailers  of  what  is  called  aqua  vitae,  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, have  been  in  ufe  to  enjoy,  and  to  impofe  a  ceruin  licenfe 
duty  upon  them ;  and  thefe  together,  he  had  no  doubt,  would 
produce  a  revenue  of  more  than  2o,oool.  fterling.     What  he 
had  already  fpoke  of  applied  only  to  the  Highlands ;  but  in 
the  Lowlands  of  Scotland,  where  the  bufmefs  of  diftillation 
was  chiefly  carried  on,  it  had  been  the  wifdom  of  the  legiOa- 
ture  to  impofe  a  higher  duty ;  that  duty,  in  his  opinion,  was 
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flill  much  too  low ;  which  had  led,  from  the  confequent  low^ 
fiefs  of  the  price  of  fpirits,  to  a  mod  alarming  excefs  in  tho 
life  of  fpirituous  liquors,  highly  prejudicial  both  to  the  mo- 
rals and  health  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people.  He  underftood 
it»  indeed,  to  be  univerfally  admitted,  that  nothing  was  fo 
fair  an  obje£l  of  taxation  and  of  revenue,  as  fpirits ,  and  that 
the  duties  on  fpirits  could  not  be  too  high,  unlefs  they  fhould 
go  the  length  of  giving  encouragement  to  fmuggling.  At 
prefent,  he  faid,  the  licenfe  duty  on  each  gallon  of  the  diftil* 
lation,  or  low  wafh-ftill,  was  3I.  which  he  propofed  fliould 
be  r^ifed  to  9I.  which  he  computed  would  produce  an  addi- 
tional revenue  of  38,4001.  on  the  fuppofition  that,  by  the  in* 
creafe  of  duty,  the  number  of  gallons  ihould  be  reduced  from 
11,200,  their  prefent  number,  to  only  800.,  On  redifying 
(tills,  no  more  was  charged  at  prefent,  than  the  mere  irifleof 
a  halfpenny  per  gallon,  which  had  been  found  to  occafion  the 
praSice  of  a  great  fraud  on  the  revenue,  by  ufmg  reSifying 
ftills  for  the  purpofes  of  diflillation  :  this  was  perfe£Uy  evi-* 
dent,  from  the  number  of  redifying  ftills,  which  were  no 
fewer  than  25,000 ;  whereas  no  more  than  5000  or  6000 
could  be  required,  in  order  to  redify  the  whole  fpirits  which 
could  be  produced  from  the  low  wafh  ftills ;  and  in  order  to 
remedy  this,  he  would  propofe  to  impofe  upon  the  rectifying 
ftills,  the  fame  licence  duty  of  9I.  per  gallon,  as  upon  the 
low  wa(h  ftills ;  by  which  means,  indeed,  the  number  of  thefe 
rcflifying  ftills  might  probably  be  reduced  to  about  6ooo« 
But,  upon  the  whole  of  what  he  propofed  with  refped  to  the 
duties  on  fpirits,  he  was  very  much  convinced,  that,  (befides 
providing  for  the  deficiency  of  the  duties  on  coals,  now  pro- 
pofed to  be  repealed,)  an  annual  addition  of  nearly  100,000], 
would  be  made  to  the  revenue  of  the  country ;  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  would  likewife  be  advantageous  to  the  morals  and. 
health  of  the  people. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  then  moved  the  firft  refolution,  as  fol* 
lows : 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  duties 
now  payable  on  coals,  culm  and  cinders,  brought  coaftwife, 
into  any  port  or  ports  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  do  ceafe,  determine)  and  become  no  longer  paidf" 


544  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid  a  few  words,  fignifyiDg  his 
approbation  of  the  refoluiion  ;  which  was  put  and  carried.-^ 
After  which  feveral  other  refolutions,  with  refpeft  to  the  du- 
ties on  fpiritSy  were  alfo  put  and  carried,  and  the  Houfe  be- 
ing refumedi  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofe  to  fubmit  to  the  confideratioo 
of  the  Houfe  the  motion,  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  with 
TtfptSt  to  the  ftate  of  the  agriculture  of  this  country.  He  re- 
gretted that  there  was  not  a  fuller  attendance  in  the  Houfe, 
but  he  had  communicated,  on  the  fubjed,  with  many  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe,  whofe  knowledge  of  it  was  extenfivet 
and  who  had  concurred  with  him  in  opinion:  and  it  was  al(b 
to  be  confidered,  that  the  meafure  propofed  was  to  be  only  an 
experimental  one  for  five  years.  He  then  proceeded  to  (late, 
at  confiderable  length,  and  with  much  precifion,  how  much 
room  there. was  in  this  country  for  improvement  in  agrictil- 
ture,  and  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it.  No- 
thing, in  his  opinion,  feemed  fo  likely  to  efFeSuate  this  de- 
lirable  purpofe,  as  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, compofed  of  refpe£table  gentlemen,  perfefily  conver- 
fant  in  and  acquainted  with  the  fubjed,  as  well  as  confider- 
ably  interefted  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme,  and  who  he  would 
propofe,  fhould  aft  without  any  reward  or  emolument.  Va- 
rious advantages  would,  as  he  conceived,  be  derived  from 
fuch  a  plan,  and  the  ex  pence  would  not  exceed  3000I.  in  la- 
laries  to  clerks,  &c.  Tnis  being  a  public  Board,  would  no 
doubt  have  the  privilege  of  franking ;  and  one  very  material 
benefit  of  it  would  be,  the  ellabliiliing  a  free  communication 
of  the  different  improvements  in  agriculture,  from  one  part  of 
the  country  to  another.     He  concluded  with  moving, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty, 
entreating,  that  His  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
take  into  his  Royal  confideration  the  advantages  which  might 
be  derived,  by  the  Public,  from  the  cftablifhment  of  a  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  internal  Improvement : 

•'  Humbly  reprefcnting  to  His  Majefty,  that,  though  in 
fonie  particular  diftrifts,  improved  methods  of  cultivating 
the  foil  are  pr^difed,  yet  that,  in  the  greateft  part  of  thefc 
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kingdoms,  the  principles  of  agriculture  are  not  yet  fiifficiently 
underitoody  nor  are  the  implements  of  hufbandry,  or  thd 
Aock  of  the  farmer,  brought  to  that  pcrfedlion  of  which  they 
are  capable : 

^'  That  his  faithful  Commons  are  perfuaded,  iffuch'ant 
inftitution  were  to  take  place,  that  fuch  inquiries  might  be 
made  into  the  internal  ftate  of  the  country,  and  a  fpirit  of 
improvement  fo  efFeftually  encouraged,  as  muft  naturally 
tend  to  produce  many  important  national  benefits,  the  attain- 
ment of  which  His  Maj'efty  has  ever  fhewn  a  mod  gracious, 
difpofition  to  promote  ;  and,  in  particular,  that  fqch  a  mea- 
fure  might  be  the  means  of  uniting  a  judicious  fyflem  of  huf- 
bandry  to  the  advantages  of  domeftic  manufafturing  induftry» 
and  the  benefits  of  foreign  commerce,  and  <5onfequently,  of 
cftablifhing,  on  the  fureftand  beft  foundations,  the  profperity 
of  his  kingdoms : 

"  And,  if  His  Majefty  fliall  begracioufly  pleafed  todireft 
the  inflltutipn  of  fuch  a  Board,  for  a  limited  time,  to  afTiird 
His  Majefty,  that  his  faithful  Commons  will  chearfully  de- 
fray any  expence  attending  the  fame^  to  the  amount  of  a  fum 
not  exceeding  3000I. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  no  one  Member  of  the  Houfd 
could  be  more  anxious  than  himfelf,  with  refpedt  to  the  ob-* 
jefts  which  were  propofed  to  be  attained  by  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  Baronet ;  but  he  wifticd  for  more  time  to  invefti- 
gate  the  means  propofed  for  that  puspofe,  and  the  probability 
of  their  fuccefs  ;  and  to  confider  better,  whether,  by  agree^ 
ing  to  the  motion,  they  might  not  be  holding  out  falfe  hopes 
to  the  country.  It  was  befides  a  fubjeft  which  ought  furely 
to  be  difcufled  in  a  much  fuller  Houfe,  and  he  would  there<> 
fore  propofe  to  adjourn  the  debate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  was  in  favour  of  the  motion^ 
but  thought  it  did  not  go  far  enough,  and  that  premiums 
ought  to  be  given* 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  Mr.  Chance!-* 
lor  Pitt,  &Cv  fpoke  io  favour  of  tbe-motton  ;  which,  as  a 
matter  of  experimeilt,  promifed  as  well  as  any  that  had  evef 
been  propofed,  at  a  fmall  expence,  in  comparifoa  with  tbi 
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benefits  likely  to  arifc  from  it :  but,  Mr.  Hufflcy  conccivinj 
himfelf  bound  in  duty  to  oppofa  the  difcuflion  of  fo  important 
a  matter  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe,  it  was  agreed  that  the  debate  flioidd 
be  adjourned  till  Friday  next. 

Thurjdajy  \bth  May. 

Major  HOBART,  after  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  f 
fupport  the  principle  of  his  motion,  moved,  in  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  "  That  the  Chairman  be  dire£led  to 
move  the  Houfe,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  per- 
mit goods  an^  commodities  of  the  growth  and  manufkfkuie  o^ 
Afia,  Africa,  or  America,  legally  imported  into  Ireland,  to 
be  imported  from  thence,  under  certain  regulations,  into  Great 
Britain." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  could  not  poffibly  oppofe  this 
rcfolution ;  he  fuppofed  it  had,  by  the  words  "  legally  im- 
ported," a  reference  to  the  bill  now  before  that  Houfe,  and 
alfo  to  a  fimilar  meafure  likely  to  be  brought  forward  in  Ire- 
land ;  with  that  underftanding,  he  could  have  no  objection  tm 
the  refolution. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  Ihould 
to-morrow  bring  forward  the  fubje6t  of  the  lottery. 

Mr*  TAYLOR  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentlemaa 
might  (late  fome  regulations  to-morrow  upon  this  fubjeA,  but 
he  fubmitted  to  him  the  propriety  of  deferring  the  difcuflion  on 
it  to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mn  FOX  faid,  that  as  there  was  no  quedion  before  the 
Houfe,  he  could  not  deliver  his  fentiments  upon  this  fubjedit 
prefent ;  it  might  not  be  amifs,  however,  for  him  to  remind 
the  Houfe  of  the  nature  of  the  bufmefs  they  would  have  to  dif- 
culsy  and  to  warn  them  to  take  care  they  did  not  get  into  a  dif- 
ficulty which  occurred  to  them  laft  year,  that  of  agreeing  to 
certain  regulations  in  the  firft  inftance,  as  opened  by  the  Mi- 
nifter ;  by  fo  doing  they  were  not  able  afterwards  to  make  anj 
alteration  in  the  bill  which  was  brought  in,  becaufe,  if  they 
olid,  that  circumftance  might  aiFed  the  faie  of  tickets. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  profeflfed  his  raidinefs  to  enter  into 
this  bufine(s  to-morrow,  and  difcufs  the  whole  of  it,  or  open 
the  regulations  he  had  to  propofe  to-morroW|  and  defer  the  dif- 
cuflion to  Wednefday. 
a 
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The  latter  mode  was  adopted,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Taylor. 

On  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  Eaft- India  Annuities  bill, 
m  convcrfation  of  confiderable  length  took  place  between  Mr. 
Sheridan  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  contended  that  the  holders  of  Eaft-Indi» 
ftock  were,  by  equity,  and  by  the  fpirit  of  former  a£ls  of  Par- 
liament, to  be  paid  ofFin  17949  at  the  expiration  of  the  prefent 
Charter,  at  par,  for  that  the  Public  (lood  pledged  to  that  eifed. 
He  wifhed  that  as  this  might  be  a  queftion  of  law  to  be  decided 
hereafter,  there  (hould  not,  at  leaft,  any  thing  appear  in  this 
bill  that  tended  to  decide  that  quedion,  or  feem  to  determine 
any  thing  upon  it.  With  a  view  of  keeping  the  quefiion  open 
at  lead,  Mr.  Sheridan  produced  a  claufe  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  differed  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  this  refpeA ;  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  Pub- 
lic were  not  indebted  in  any  degree  to  thefe  annuitants,  but  to 
the  Company,  and  to  whom  t)ie  Public  were  only  collateral 
iccurity. , 

The  claufe  was  negatived,  and  the  report  was  read,  the  re- 
folutions  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow  if  then  engrpffed. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  laws  for  empowering 
His  Majefty  by  proclamation,  order  in  Council,  Sec.  to  pro- 
hibit '  the  exportation  of  corn  under  certain  regulations,  Sec* 
being  brought  up. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  cxpreffed  fome  doubts  upon  this  fub- 
jeft.  The  refolutions  were  read  however  at  the  fuggeftion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  under  an  underftanding  that 
the  bill  fhould  be  printed,  and  the  whole  bufinefs  thoroughly 
difcuffed,  after  the  enfuing  recefs  for  the  holidays.  A  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  thefe  refolutions. 
Mr.  SALISBURY,  after  a  fliort  fpeech,  in  which  he  took 
notice  of  the  evil  effedls  of  bribery  at  ele£lions  for  Members  to 
ferve  in  Parliament,  and  ^f  the  neceflity  of  checking  it,  ftated, 
that  .the  outline  of  what  he,lhould  propofe  by  the  meafurc  he 
ihould  offer  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  was,  that  where 
a  Committee  of  that  Houfe  on  trying  the  merits  of  any  con- 
tefted  eledlion,  Ihould  report  that  bribery  had  been  praftifed 
by  any  perfon  at  that  clcQion,  the  Attorney  General  Ihould^ 
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as  of  courfe,  proceed  by  way  of  information  againft  fudi  pcr- 
fons ;  and  that  each  Member  (hould  take  an  oath  in  the  bill  to 
be  defcribed,  relative  to  bribery.  He  then  moved  "  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  prevention  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption at  the  eleSion  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament." 

This  produced  a  converfation  which  was  fupported  by  tbe 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas — ^it  ended  in  Mr.  Salifbury's  withdrawing  his  motioii 
for  the  prefent  feflion,  underftanding  that  it  (hall  be  brou^t 
forward  early  in  the  next. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday f   I'jih  Maj^ 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  and  the  Houfe  having  gone 
into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  ji 
refolution  for  raifmg  the  fum  of  675,000!.  by  way  of  lottery : 
he  conceived  it  would  be  unncceflary  for  him  to  enter  farther 
upon  the  fubjed  then,  as  he  underdood  that  gentlemen  were 
inclined  to  defer  the  difcuflion  of  it  till  the  report,  which  might 
either  be  made  on  Wednefday  or  on  Thurfday ;  but  that  was 
the  lafl:  day  to  which  the  report  could  be  deferred,  as  the  day  of 
the  firft  depofit  was  on  Friday. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  thought  it  might  be  as  well  to  take  the  re- 
port on  Thurfday,  as  Wednefday  was  generally  underilood  to 
be  a  day  of  privaje  bufinefs.  . 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wiflied  to  know,  whether  the  bargain,  as 
to  the  lottery,  had  been  already  concluded. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  anfwered,  that  a  bargain  (houU 
have  been  agreed  upon  conditionally. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  faid,  that  although  he  had  himfelf  formed  a 
decided  opinion  againft  lotteries,  under  whatever  regulations ; 
yet,  as  there  might  perhaps  be  fome  gentlemen,  who,  though 
no  friends  to  them,  might  neverthelefs  think  it  poflible,  by 
certain  regulations,  to  obviate  in  a  great  degree  the  evils  arifing 
from  them ;  he  would  wi(h,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  no  objeftion,  that  he  would  now  ftate  fhortly  the  outline  of 
the  regulations  which  he  meant  to  propofe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated  his  principal  objeft  to  be,  to 
prevent  a  moft  mifchievous  fpecics  of  infurance,  he  nieaot  the 
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mode  of  infurance^  from  day  to  day^  whether  the  ticket  infured 

fliall  be  drawn  on  that  day.     To  remedy  this,  he  propofed  to 

give  a  power  to  the  Commiflioners  to  vary  the  number  of  tickets 

^o  be  drawn  in  each  day,  at  their  difcretion :  but,  as  this  might 

not  prevent  gambling  fpeculations  on  the  drawing  of  the  firfl; 

^tooo  tickets,  for  inftance,    or  of  the  •firft  1500  tickets,    he 

-would  next  propofe  that  the  numbers  drawn  (hould  only  be 

taken  down  and  printed  under  the  authority  of  the  Commif- 

iioners,  and  that  they  (hould  be  publifhed  in  a  numerical  ar^ 

rangement,  fo  as  to  render  it  impoflible  to  afcertain  the  order 

in  which  they  were  drawn.     Another  regulation  he  meant  to 

propofe,  was,  to  prevent  infuranccs  at  licenfed  offices,  unlefs^ 

^vhere  the  tickets  infured  were  actually  produced,  and  more  ef- 

fedually  to  fupprefs  all  unlicenfed  offices. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  did  not  think  the  regulations  would  aniwer 
the  purpofe;  if  he  faw  any  regulations  which  he  {bought  likely 
to  remedy  the  evils,  it  was  very  much  .his  inclination,  at  the 
prefent  moment,  to  give  every  affiftance  to  the  execute  Govern- 
ment with  refpefl  to  money,  inftead  of  throwing  any  impedi* 
ment  in  the  way. 

Mr*  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  have 

a  radical  remedy,  and  that  no  palliation  would  do  i-^As  to  the 

regulations  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  ap« 

peared  to  him,  that  the  only  efFeft  of  the  ift  regulation  would 

be>  to  make  gambling  deeper;  that,  with  refpc£i  to  the  2d, 

it  was  impoffible  to  ihut  up  Guildhall,  fo  as  to  have  nobody 

there  but  the  Commiffioners ;  for  the  bufmefs  muft  be  carried 

on  publicly,  and  the  regulation  was,  ofcourfe,  impradicable. 

As  to  the  laft  regulation,  with  regard  to  lottery  offices,  it  was 

evident,  from  pad  experience,  that  it  muft  be  totally  nugatory. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied  to  the  obfervations  m^de  by 

Mr.  Sheridan,  and  faid,  that  the  public  benefit  was  too  great 

to  be  ^hazarded,  on  fuch  an  occafion  as  the  prefent ;  but  he 

had  no  objeftion  to  delay  the  report  till  Thurfday,  when  there 

would  be  an  opportunity  for  a  full  and  fair  difcuffion. 

After  which,  the  refolution  moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  the  fum  of  675,000!.  be  raifed  by  way  of  lot- 
tery,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1793,  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PlTT  then  moved,  that  there  be  iffiied  to 
His  Majefty,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1793,  the  fum  of 
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255>oool.  out  of  the  furplus  ariiing  from  the  confolidated  fund, 
from  the  5th  of  Janoary  1793,  to  the  5th  of  January  1794. 
This  refolution  was  alfo  agreed  to ;  and  the  Houfe  being  re- 
fumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Thurfday 
next. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day 
for  refuming  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
ihould  be  read :  after  which,  with  the  permiflion  of  the  Houfe 
(which  the  Speaker  dated  to  be  neceflary  in  point  of  order,  as 
he  had  fpoke  in  the  former  debate,)  he  proceeded  to  fay  a  few 
words  in  fupport  of  the  propriety  of  the  addrefs  to  His  Majefiy, 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  moving  on  Wedncfday  laft. 

Mr.  BUXTON  fupported  the  motion  of  the  honourabb 
Baronet. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  fpoke  ftrongly  againft  the  motion.  He  Cud 
there  was  a  fociety  eflablifhed  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  the 
Adelphi,  fupported  by  ypluntary  contributions,  which  had  fub- 
fifted  for  forty  years.  The  fum  contributed  amounted  to 
2200I.  a  year,  and  they  didributedSool.  annually  in  premiaais. 
Many  other  fimilar  focieties  exifted  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  He  had  made  many  inquiries  of  thofe  perfons  whom 
he  confidered  mod  capable  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  pro» 
bable  good  to  be  expeded  from  the  prefent  plan  ;  and  he  had 
found  none  of  them  who  thought  it  a  proper  plan.  He  i^ra# 
convinced  the  motives  of  the  honourable  Baronet  were  pure, 
but  he  could  not  agree  to  take  3000I.  a  year  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people  for  the  purpofe  of  trying  projeds.  He  thou^fet 
the  Houfe  had  no  right  to  do  fo,  and  he  would  therefore  give 
his  decided  negative  to  the  motion,  and  thought  it  his  duty  ta 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

Mr»  DUNCOMBE  differed  from  his  honourable  friend  who 
fpoke  laft  :  he  conceived  the  improvement  of  agriculture  to  be 
of  the  highefl  importance ;  and,  as  his  expeAations  from  the 
propofed  plan  were  pretty  confiderable,  he  would  certainly 
give  it  his  fupport. 

Mr:  D.  SCOTT  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  protcd 
agriculture  as  much  as  theyliad  done  commerce,  and  expreiled 
his  approbation  to  the  motion  of  the  honourable  Baronet* 

Mr.  RoUe  and  Mr.  Stanley  juo.  fpoke  alfo  in  fevour  of  the 
aiotion* 
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Mr.  PULTENEY  fupported  the  motion ;  the  expence  was 

triilingy  in  proportion  to  the  probable  benefits  to  be  expeded 

.from  it ;  benefits,  which  would  not  be  felt  by  the  proprietors 

of  land  only,  but  by  the  farmers  ftill  more^  and  indeed  by  all 

ranks. 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  was  decifively  of  opinion,  that,  unlefi 
the  fum  propofed  fhould  be  doubled,  and  one  half  of  it  diftri- 
buted  in  premiums,  no  pra6lical  advantage  would  arife  from 
the  prefent  plan.  The  fociety  which  had  been  mentioned  by 
an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hufley)  to  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  belong,  as  well  as  the  other  private  focietles,  would 
be  placed  in  a  very  Angular  fituation.  This  Board  would  af* 
fume  to  itfelf  the  whole  correfpondence,  and  the  private  focie- 
ties  were  to  be  left  to  pay  the  rewards,  not  upon  thek  own  dlf- 
cretion,  but  upon  that  of  the  new  Board. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  the  firft  time  he  had  heard  of 
its  being  a  circumdance  of  degradation  to  pay  rewards :  the  two 
following  lines,  which  at  prefent  occurred  to  him,  as  applied 
to  this  country,  exprefledavery  diflferent  fentiment — 

Let  people  do,  or  let  people  fay. 

It  always  looks  great,  to  have  fomething  to  pay. 

In  his  opinion  it  was  impoflible  to  give  a  good  reafon  why  the 
Public  fliould  pay  the  expence  propofed :  it  was  faid  the  Com* 
miflioners  were  to  a£l  without  any  reward ;  but,  for  his  party 
he  was  always  extremely  jealous  when  he  found  gentlemen  too 
forward  and  zealous  to  do  good  to  the  Public  for  nothing : 
upon  that  footing  the  Board  of  Control  had  been  inftituted.—- 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  principles  of  the  motion,  indepen- 
dent of  the  one  he  had  mentioned,  and  would  therefore  con* 
elude  with  moving,  as  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  to  leave 
out  the  latter  part  of  it,  and  to  infert  the  following  words, 
*'  providing  that  no  expence  whatever  attending  the  fame  ihall 
fall  upon  the  Public." 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  original 
motion  for  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  MILBANK,  conceiving  this  to  be  only  a  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill^  faid  he  would  not  oppofe  it  in  the  pre- 
fent ft9ge. 
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The  SPEAKER  explained  that  no  bill  was  intended  to  be 
])rought  ifiy  and  that^  in  the  ihape  of  the  bufinefs,  the  prefcnt 
was  the  only  ftage  in  which  an  opportunity  would  be  aSbrdcd  of 
making  any  oppofition  to  it. 

Mr.  FOX  wilhed  to  ftate  a  few  reafons  which  would  ccp 
tainly  induce  him  to  give  his  negative  to  the  addrefs  propofei 
He  certainly  thought  agriculture  of  the  higheft  importance; 
and,  if  any  beneficial  improvement  fhould  be  made  in  it,  no- 
thing could  be  a  more  proper  objefi  of  public  reward.  But  he 
had  no  conception  that  the  prefent  plan  could  do  any.  He 
agreed  entirely  that  the  Houfe  had  no  right  to  apply  to  fucha 
purpofe  the  money  of  the  people.  He  could  not  conceive  that 
the  nomination  of  a  Board  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  by  His  Ma- 
jefty ;  and  he  confefled  it  was  an  additional  argument  with  him 
-  againft  the  appointment  being  by  His  Majefty,  that  no  pcrfoa 
could  be  appointed  to  any  office  under  the  Board,  not  taking 
the  facrament  according  to  the  form  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Various  other  objedions  occurred  to  him,  and  as  he  faw  no 
good  to  be  expefted  from  it,  he  would  certainly  give  it  his  n^ 
gative. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  as  there  was  now  a  new  motion,  bt 
was  entitled  to  another  hearing.  He  again  fpokc  at  fome 
length  againft  the  addrefs,  and  difapproved  highly  of  voting 
money  in  that  fudden  way  all  at  once,  inftead  of  originating 
the  matter  in  a  Committee  of  Supply,  by  which  means  itwouW 
be  liable  to  inveftigation  in  the  different  ftages  of  its  progrefs. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid  he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe  pre- 
judiced in  favour  of  the  addrefs,  and  had  not  altered  his  opinion 
upon  the  merits  ;  but,  from  what  he  had  heard  fo  ably  ftated  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  he  could  not  agree 
to  vote  money  in  that  fummary  manner. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  original  mo- 
tion for  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment  propofed 
by  his  honourable  friend,  though  he  would  rather  have  wiftcd 
it  had  gone  the  lengtli  of  givinga  diredl  negative  to  the  motion 
of  the  honourable  Baronet.  It  was  impoffiblc  for  him  to  agree 
to  vote  a  (hilling,  from  the  pockets  of  his  conftitucnts  forcreft- 
ing  boards  and  creating  expence,  at  a  time  when  we  ought  ra- 
ther to  look  for  every  polTible  reduftion  of  expence. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  and  Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN 
faid  each  a  few  words ;  after  which  Mr.  Sheridan's  amende 
ment  was  negatived  without  a  divifion,  and  the  Houfe  di- 
vided on  the  original  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefly  ; 

AyeSf  iQi  ;     Noes,  26.     Majority  for  the  motion,  75. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the 
bill  for  regulating  the  government  and  trade,  being  brought 
up :  on  reading  the  claufe  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  appoint 
two  additional  Commiflioners  for  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  India,  who  are  not  Privy  Counfellors,  and  with 
certain  fixed  falaries, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  when  a  claufe"  of  this  alarming  na- 
ture, with  rcfpe£t  to  influence,  came  to  be  difcuifed,  he 
would  have  wifhed  to  have  feen  in  their  places  thofe  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  had  expreflcd  their  fentiments  fo  ftrong- 
ly  on  former  occafions  againft  the  influence  of  the  Crown. 
It  was  furely,  on  every  account,  proper  that  they  (hould 
come  forward,  and  give  a  decided  opinion  on  this  queftion  : 
let  them  fay  whether  they  have  altered  their  former  opinion  ? 
or,  if  they'  have  not  altered  it,  which  he  trufted  they  had  not, 
-whether  they  can  reconcile  the  fupport  of  fuch  a  meafure  as 
the  prefent  with  that  opinion  ?  Perfons  in  their  high  (itua-* 
tions  ought  to  attend  and  to  give  their  votes.  He  would 
wifti  to  know  from  them  how  far  they  thought  it  right  to  go, 
in  cafes  of  danger  and  emergency,  in  fupport  of  any  plans 
brought  forward  by  Minifters  ?  and  whether  they  were  never 
to  oppofe  this  (hamelefs  increafe  of  influence  i  As  to  the 
thing  itfelf,  there  are  two  very  confiderabic  offices,  with  cer- 
tain fixed  ialaries,  added  to  the  patronage  of  the  Crown. 
It  was  indeed  hinted,  that  perhaps  fome  offices,  belonging  tct^ 
another  kingdom,  held  at  prefent  by  perfons  in  this  country, 
would  be  taken  oflT  from  the  patronage  here ;  but,  be  this  as 
it  may,  will  not  ^e  patronage  of  another  country  bear  upon 
this }  When  the  Board  of  Control  was  firft  appointed,  it 
was  faid  there  were  to  be  no  falaries ;  and  furely  this  country  ^ 
was  never  in  a  fituation  which  called  for  ftriAer  oeconomy  ^ 
than  when  we  are  involved  in  war,  and  in  difficulties  of 
which  we  cannot  fee  a  probable  fpeedy  termination.  How* 
ever  great  his  perfonal  refpefi:  for  the  honourable  gentlemea 
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bp  had  idlqded  to,  he  couldl  not  but  complain  of  their  ab- 
f<pncc;  and  he  called  too  upoa  all  thofe  who,  ia  the  yev 
1780,  joined  in  the  vote  of  that  Houfe,  that  the  influence  of 
the  Croi/vn  had  increafed,  was  increafing^  and  ought  to  be 
diminiflied,  to  come  forward :  let  them  fay  whether  they 
were  then  right  c  And,  if  fo,  whether  that  influence  has  fince 
decreafed  ?     With  refped:  to  His  Majefty's  Privy  Counfel^ 
lcM"s,  there  were  furcly  many  of  them  who  poflefs  lucrative 
offices  under  the  Crown,  who  may  have  leifure  fufficieat  to 
attend  to  the  bufmefs  of  the  Board  of  Control ;  fuch  as  the 
Treafurer  of  the  Houfehold,  the  Poftmafters  General,  the 
Treafiuer  of  the  Navy,  &c.     If  this  were  not  the  cafe,  the 
appointment  of  this  Board  of  Control,  in  the  manner  it  was 
held  out  at  firft,  was  nothing  but  a  deceit  praSifed  upon  the 
public.     Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  determined  to  take  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe  tp-night ;  and,  if  he  was  then  unfuccefsfiil,  to 
do  fo  in  any  future  ftage  of  the  bill,  where  the  focms  of  the 
Houfe  wovild  permit  him,  with  refpeft  to  this  particular  claufe^ 
as  he  was  refolved  it  fhould  not  be  faid  that  a  fair  opportunity 
had  not  been  given  to  every  gentlemai\  to  give  his  vote  and 
opinion.     If  he  limited  his  oppofition,  at  .prefent,  to  that 
claufo  alone,  it  was  not  becaufe  he  did  not  diflike  manyoti^r 
.parts  of  the  bill,  but  becaufe  he  did  not  wifli  now  to  mix  any 
other  part  of  it  with  this.    He  did  not  wi(h  to  fay  any  thing 
perfonal  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opp^fite  to  him 
(Mr.  Diindas),  who  was  not  only  Treafurer  of  the  Navy, 
but  alfo  Secretary  of  State  and  Prefident  of  the  Boaid  of 
Contrd.     He  alluded  to  tliis  for  no  other  purpofe  than  toaflc 
if  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  for  two  years  paft^ 
difcharged  the  important  duties  of  SecreUry  of  State,  and  at 
the  fame  tipie  had  aSed  as  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol ;   whether  a  Treafurer  of  the  Houfehold,  or  a  Poft- 
mafter,  might  not  have  had  leifure  to  a&  in  the  fame  capa- 
city ?     He  would  only  farther  obferve,  that  as  it  was  held 
out  that,  when  offices  are  divided,  there  ihould  be  additional 
falaries,  it  would  feem  to  follow  that,  whei^  they  were  united, 
there  (hould  be  a  faving  to  the  public,  though  he  had  never 
heard  that  this  took  place  with  refpea  to  the  right  honouxa- 
ble  gentleman,  or  that  he  did  not  receive  the  falaxies  aod 
•molumenis  of  all  the  different  offices  held  by.  him. 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  adverted  to  the  oblervations  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  upon  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown,  and  the  vote  which  that  Houfe  pafTed 
in  the  year  1780,  expreflive  of  the  neceflity  of  that  influence 
being  diminiflied,  and  alfo  the  call  of  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  upon  thofe  who  voted  for  that  refolution  to  fup- 
Ifwrt  its  principle  to-night.     He  faid  there  was  no  need  to  do 
•  fo,  and,  of  all  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  the  right  honour- 
able gentkman  had  the  leaft  reafon  to  complain  of  patronage 
on  the  affairs  of  India,  for  before  he  called  upbn  others  tt> 
explain  their  condufl  upon  that  fubjedi,  he  would  have  a 
good  deal  to  explain  for  himfelf.     As  to  the  vote  on  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown  at  the  time  he  alluded  to,  gentlemen 
would  recolle£k  that  it  was  followed  up  by  a  bill  which  car- 
ried the  fpirit  of  the  refolution  into  effeft,  and  therefore  there 
the  fubjed  ended.     But  with  regard  to  any  general  regula- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  a  great  empire,  he  never  heard  any  one 
yet  fay  that  all  influence  of  the  Crown  fhould  be  avoided, 
although  fome  eflential  objeft  fhould  be  obtained  by  it.     But 
■when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  came  to  make  any  al-* 
legation  of  this  kind,  he  (hould  recolle<El  the  nature  of  the 
bill  brought  in  by  himfelf  for  the  regulation  of  the  affairs  of 
India,  and  confider  and  compare  that  and  the  bill  now  before 
the  Houfe  ;  when  that  was  done,  he  would  venture  to  aflfert^ 
that  the  prefent  meafure  did  not  tend  to  create  one  hundredth 
part  of  the  patronage  that  would  have  attended  the  bill  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.    He  knew  what  he  was  fay- 
ing, and  he  was  perfedly  ready  to  compare  the  confiflency  of 
his  conduA  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  zf-* 
hin  of  India.     The  bill  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
went  to  the  appointment  of  nine  Commiflioners,  who,  in 
point  of  fa£t,  would  have  had  the  whole  power  and  patronage 
of  India.    Thefe  Commiflioners  Were  not  to  aft  without  fa- 
laries.     He  then  obferved^  that  he  did  not  at  this  time,  nor 
had  he  at  any  other  former  time,  either  faid,  written,  or 
printed  any  thing  invidious  upon  this  fubjed :  he  only  men- 
tioned thefe  things  now  to  ihew  that  a  confiderable  degree  of 
patronage  muft  neceflarily  attend  power ;  and  had  the  con- 
trary been  hinted  to- that  right  honourable  gentleman^  when 
his  bill  was  under  difcufTioU)  his  own  good  fenfe  would  na» 

An  ^. 


556  PARLIAMENTARY  A*  1793. 

turally  have  fpurned  at  it.    He  then  came  to  the  natuiv  of 
the  fubje£t  now  under  difcuifion,  and  mainuined  that  tbe 
appointment  of  two*  Commiflioners  in  the  manner  propo/cd 
in  the  bill  was  highly  neceflary.     He  was  fpeaking  from  ex* 
perience^  and  he  was  perfedly  ready  to  fay  that  there  (hould 
be  in  the  Board  of  Control  two  members  of  a  certain  de* 
fcription>  and  of  a  certain  age,  which  might  fit  them  for  the 
condud  of  bufinefs  of  this  kind.    He  M^as  no  friend  to  the 
idea  of  leaving  it  to  the  care  of  that  Houfe.    He  did  not 
mean  to  fay  that  the  Houfe  was  lazy,  for  that  Houfe  was 
never  lazy  when  it  ought  to  be  adive  ;  but  he  had  often  felt 
and  lamented  that  the  Houfe  was  often  unwilling  to  take  up 
and   examine   the   affairs  of  India*    There  were  perfons 
brought  up  in  the  confideration  of  the  Indian  govemment» 
inured  and  prepared,  as  it  were,  folely  for  that  purpoie,  and 
whofe  knowledge  could  not  be  fo  well  applied  to  any  other 
objed.     This  was  a  confideration  that  weighed  with  him 
very  much  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  thefe  Commif^ 
fioners,  and  he  would  venture  to  affirm,  that  this  fort  of  le- 
gulation  was  infinitely  more  applicable  to  India  than  to  any 
part  of  the  Government  of  this  country.     He  was  fatisfied 
that  the  knowledge  of  the  whole  Board  would  foon  become 
more  general  in  Confequence  of  this  mode,  and  it  was  upon 
it  that  he  calculated  the  permanence  of  the  Board  itfelf,  as 
well  as  the  fyftcm  to  be  fupporied  by  it.     He  faw  much  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  the  plan,  if  thefe  Commiffioners 
faw  they  would  not  be  under  the  necedity  of  leaving  that 
Board  before  they  became  Privy  Counfellors*     They  would 
proceed  in  a  laborious  fituation  of  bufmefs,  which,  without 
the  fort  of  knowledge  which  he  had  alluded  to  ahready,  could 
not  be  carried  on,  and  to  which  almoft  every  other  perfoa 
WSLS  a  ftranger  until  a  late  period  either  of  his  natural  or  po- 
litical life.    Thefe  were  his  reafons  for  this  meafure,  and  the 
Houfe  were  to  judge  whether  they  were  good  or  bad.    He 
then  took  notice  of  another  part  of  the  fubjeft,  to  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman   had  alluded.     He  had  afked 
whether  Privy  Counfellors  could  not  be  introduced  into  this 
Board,  already  polleffing  certain  offices,  the  duty  of  which 
would  not  prevent  them  from  attending  to  this  bufinefs? 
He  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the  general  fubjed  of 
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-Clie  influence  of  the  Crown  at  this  moment,  but  he  knew  per- 
f cAly  well  that  the  bill  which  follQwed  the  refolution  of  hat 
Houfe  upon  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was  at  that  time 
thought  to  bring  that  influence  to  as  narrow  a  fcaie  as  could 
have  been  done  with  due  refpcdk  to  the  Sovereign,  with  whofe 
honour,  interefl,  and  dignity,  yvc  were  fo  much  connected. 
There  was  a  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech 
remaining  which  he  hardly  knew  how  to  anfwer.     He  meant 
that  which  related  perfonally  to  himfelf  in  the  fituation  in 
which  he  flood.     It  would  be  a  very  arrogant  thing  indeed  in 
him  to  fay  that  he  was  adequate  to  the  fituation  in  which  he 
flood,  or  that  the  oflice  of  Secretary  of  State  was  an  objedl  of 
his  defire.     It  was  thought  neceflary  that  he  fliould  obey  Hi5 
Majefly's  commands  upon  that    appointment,  and  he   was 
thereby  placed  in  a  fituation  which  he  did  not  expe6l.     He 
accepted  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  under  the  idea 
that  he  was  not  to  receive'  any  falary  for  it.     He  had,  from 
circumftances  which  it  would  not  be  either  regular  or  prudent 
to  explain  at  large  at  this  time,  remained  in  that  fituation  from 
day  to  day  to  the  prefent  time — a  period  much  beyond  his  ex- 
pe£lation,  and  againft  his  inclination  ;  for  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge what  he  really  felt —  that  every  hour  he  rofe  in  the 
morning,  and  every  hour  he  went  to  bed  at  night,  he  found  he 
bad  a  taflc  upon  his  hands  greater  than  he  was  able  to  perform. 
He  believed  there  was  no  man  who  fell  more  upon  this  occa- 
fion  than  he  felt  himfelf.     Either  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  of- 
fices  he  had  were  perfedly  enough  for  any  man,  and  it  was 
rather  hard  they  fliould  be  all  impofed  upon  him.     He  held 
thefe  offices  only  for  a  time,  and  from  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumftances ;  and  he  was  perfe&ly  ready  to  confefs,  that  if  the 
offices  had  been  feparated,  they  would  both  have  been  better 
executed.     Upon  the  grounds,  however,  which  he  had  already 
flated,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  be  of  opinion  that  the  pa- 
tronage alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
more  than  was  neceflary,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  proper  regula- 
tion of  the  afiairs  of  India. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  what  he  meant  when  he  fp  ke  upon 
the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  the  creation  of  offices,  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  bill  which  he  brought 
in  upon  the  affairs  of  India^  he  mult  confefs,  perhaps  it  was 
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from  vanity,  he  felt  himfelf  gratified  upon  the  refle&ioo»  that 
whatever  blame  it  might  incur,  it  certainly  did  not  tend  to  add 
to  the  influence  of  the  Crown.     It  might  he  much  worfc  thui 
the  prefent  bill,  but  it  certainly  did  fiot  refemble  the  pzelbil 
bill  in  the  fmalleft  degree.     But  he  muft  ftill  fey,  that,  with 
all  due  regard  to  the  great  abilities  of  the  right   honourable 
gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  he  (Mr.  Foxj 
had  always  thought  himfelf,  upon  this  fubjefi,  although  other- 
wife  inadequate,  perfeftly   fufBcient  to  contend    widi  him. 
He  thought  fo  upon  the  India  Declaratory  bill ;  and  on  die 
difcuilion  of  it  in  that  Houfe,  and  in  the  public  opinion,  be 
had  not  the  worft  of  it.     Whenever  that  fubjeft  came  to  be 
difcuffcd,  he  fliould  fhew  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  btH 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  bring  into  that  Houfe  upon  the 
affairs  of  India  that  was  dangerous  to  the  Conflitution  of  this 
country.     By  that  bill  he  meant  to  confine  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  in  appointing  Commiflioners — influence  which,  tinder 
the  various  meafures  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  fince  that 
period  had  incrcafed  to  a  pitch  fo  high  as  to  be  now  equal  to 
what  it  was  when  the  Houfe  voted  for  its  diminution.     He 
mufl:  again  repeat,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  though 
he  had  any  advantage  which  he  would  wave  upon  the  fubjedof 
India  bills,  he  had  no  gratitude  to  him  for  his  forbearance 
upon  the  fubjeft.     He  only  objefted  to-night  upon  part  of  the 
bill ;  he  (hould  have  other  obje£tions  to  urge  upon  another  di& 
cuffion.     As  to  the  circumftance  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman not  receiving  the  falary  of  the  otEce  of  Secretary  of 
State,  he  could  know  nothing  of  it.     If  the  public  had  bene- 
fited from  that  circumflance,  he,  as  a  Member  of  that  Houfe, 
muft  have  known  of  it,  by  its  being  brought  to  public  account. 
If  the  public  were  not  to  have  it,  he  could  have  no  objedioQ 
to  its  being  received  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.    If 
It  was  to  be  carried  to  the  public  account,  the  public  ought  to 
be  told  wherein  they  received  that  benefit. 

Mr.  GREY  afked,  if.  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  received  the  falary  of  the  oflSce  of  Secretary  of  State,  hotr 
had  it  been  applied,  and  what  became  of  the  emolument  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that,  in  confequence  of  his 
right  honourable  friend  having  declined  to  receive  the  falarfi 
it  had  been  added  to  the  Civil  Lift. 
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]Mr«  FOX  faid,  that  whenever  there  was  appointed  a  Secre* 
Lmry  of  State  who  was  to  receive  the  falary  of  the  office,  there 
vrould  be  fometbing  wanted  for  the  Civil  Lift. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  ihoiild  like  to  know  to  what 
fi-uad  the  ialary  alhided  to  had  been  applied,  but  he  did  not  be* 
lieve  he  OkhiU  have  much  information  upon  that  fubjeS ;  ^ot 
did  he  fee  any  reafon  for  congratulating  that  Houfe  on  that 
part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  which  con* 
veyed  infortiiation  that  there  was  foon  to  be  a  fucceflbr  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  office  of  Secretary.    As  to 
the  bill  of  hts  right  honourable  friend  fMr.  Fox),  to  which 
alluiion  bad  been  made,  he  mull  fay  that  the  conclufion  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  wiihed  to  draw  from  it  was 
wholly  and  entirely  unwarrantable,  for  he  meant  to  imprefs 
upon  the  Houfe  thajt  the  influence  of  this  bill  was  of  the  fame 
nature,  but  not  to  the  fame  extent,  as  the  bill  of  his  right  ho* 
nourable  friend ;  perfectly  the  reverfe  was  the  cafe ;  and  fo 
tbe  Houfe  muft  feel  when  they  reflefled  on  the  arguments 
mifcde  ufe  of  agaioft  the  bill  of  his  right  honourable  friend 
-when  it  was  under  difcuflion,  for  its  opponents  all  exclaimed 
ag^inft  it,  on  account  of  the  encoachments  which  it  made  on 
the  power  of  the  Crown,  which  were  faid  to  be  fo  violent  in 
that  refped,  that  they  almoft  took  away  the  crown  from  the 
head  of  the  Sovereign  ;  that  therefore  it  could  not  be  fimilar  to 
tkiSy  for  here  the  objeftions  were  to  the  increafe  of  the  power 
and  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown.     The  queftion  here  put  to 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  in  this  bill  was, 
upon  what  ground  it  was  that  he  called  upon  the  Houfe  to 
agree  to  a  meafure  that  tended  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  of  appointing  thefe 
Commiffioners  ?    Were  there  not  a  fuflicient  number  of  fine- 
cure  places  already  held  by  gentlemen,  who  ought  to  lend  their 
affiftance  to  Government  in  carrying  on  the  plan  of  the  go- 
vernment of  India,  without  creating  new  offices  of  high  emo- 
lument, patronage,  and  influence  ?     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid,  that  young  gentlemen  fhould  be  appointed 
to  thofe  offices,  educated,  as  it  were,  in  Indian  politics  ;  and 
then  again  he  was  pleafed  to  pay  the  Houfe  a  compliment,  by 
denying  its  lazinefs,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  term  it,  and  faying 
that  Houfe  was  never  lazy  when  it  ought  to  be  a£Uve.    This 
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compliment,  he  had  no  doubt,  was  well  deferved,  and  tk 
public  would  be  of  that  opinion  when  they  recolleded  that 
there  never  had  been  any  difficulty  in  forming  ballots,  and  that 
the  public  bufinefs  had  never  been  delayed  on  that  or  any  other 
account,  and  that  there  had  not  been  one  contefted  eledioo  uih 
fettled  for  three  years,  nor  any  foundation  for  any  complaint  of 
that  nature.     It  mud,  however,  be  confefled,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  hit  upon  a  very  good  method  of  im- 
proving the  diligence  of  the  young  gentlemen  whom^he  fkoM 
appoint  to  the  Board,  namely,  that  of  giving  them  large  fah- 
ries  :  this  was  certainly  an  excellent  fpur  to  their  induiby,  at 
leaft  until  they  got  their  appointments.     He  had  contrived  ao 
excellent  method  of  in(lru6ting  them  too,  for  the  India  Houfe 
was  to  be  tiirned  into  a  fort  of  menagerie  for  inftnidingyooDg 
gentlemen  in  the  fcience  of  India  politics.     As  totherelnc* 
tant  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ac* 
cepted  his  various  offices,  he  (hould  only  fay,  that  if  he  found 
the  talks  of  them  irkfotpe,  there  ought  to  be  fomething  given 
to  him  to  proceed  in  his  duty  on  his  foreign  and  home  depart* 
ments,  if  they  were  too  laborious  for  him.     The  queWoHi 
too,    why  gentlemen  holding  fmecures  under  Government 
*  fhould  bear  part  in  the  labour  to  be  created  under  the  prefeot 
bill  was  pretty  well  fettled,  for  the  young  gentlemen  to  be  em- 
ployed might  be  taught  in  time  at  the  India  Houfe,  the  Icniort 
had  taken  care  of  the  finecurcs  for  themfelves ;  and  the  rcafcn 
why  thefe  young  fcholars  in  politics  (hould  have  no  finccuies 
was  pretty  obvious,  the  feniors  had  got  them  already.  Iff 
for  inftance,  it  was  aiked  why  one  of  them  (hould  not  be  ap- 
pointed Clerk  of  fhe  Signet  in  Scotland  ?   the  anfwer  was, 
that  was  already  held  by  the  Treafurer  of  the  Navy ;  or  wh; 
one  of  them  fhould  not  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  the  Tfci- 
furer  of  the  Navy  ?  the  anfwer  was,  that  was  already  held  by 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  or  why  one  of  them  (hould  not  be  ap- 
pointed Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports  ?  the  anfwer  was,  that 
was  already  held  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.   Tbc 
right  honourable  gentleman,  however,  was  a  little  tender  upon 
the  fubje£l  of  the  youth  of  thofe  Commiffioners  when  he  came 
to  confider  the  probability  of  their  becoming  Privy  Cwnfel" 
lors  ;  poffibly  he  might  have  been  a  little  prompted  upon  that 
fubjeft  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
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Exchequer),  who  himfelf  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  a  Privj 
Counfellor  before  he  waa  five  and  twenty,  and  a  relation  of  h\i 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  Thcfe  feniors  gave  away  all  fine* 
cure  places  iirft  ;  left  thefe  junior  politicians  to  be  taught  their 
trade  before  they  fhould  come  in  for  a  (hare,  and  then,  with 
the  gravity  of  Neftors,  they  turned  round  to  the  Houfe^  .and 
faid,  ^*  Let  us,  for  God's  fake,  have  no  young  men  Privy  • 
Counfellors." 

The  Houfe  then  divided  ; 

For  the  claufe,  113;     Againft  it^.  4^;      ;  .. 

Mr.  GREGOR  propofed  a  claufe  tooblige^he'  Company  tx> 
provide  (hipping  for  the  export  of  1500  tons  of  coppier,  the 
property  of  private  adventurers,  if  .at  any  time  their  own  ex- 
port of  copper  (hould  fall  (kort  of  that  quantity^  which  viran 
added  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  propofed  feveral  cbuffes,  which 
were  adopted.     Adjourned. 

fFednefdayy  22d  May. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the , 
Houfe  to  refolve  itfcli  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe^ 
to  conGder  of  a  motion  for  preventing  the  fupply  of.  foreign 
powers  with  (laves. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  oppofed.  the  motion  upon  various 
grounds.  That  it  was  too  late  in  the  fcf&on — ^that  the  queftion 
ought  to  be  at  red — that  our  trade  was  injured  by  the  difcuflion 
— that  the  fubjedl  had  loft  its  popularity — that  none  but  DKTen- 
ters  and  enemies  to  our  conftitution  in  Church  and  State  wi(hed 
for  the  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade^ — that  the  rafcality  of  the  Na» 
tional  Convention  of  France  was  well  known,  and  that  they 
were  determined  to  carry  on  wh*t  the  honourable  gentleman 
wi(hed  this  country  to  abandon — and  that  in  every  point  of  view 
his  motion  ought  to  be  negatived. 

Mr.  BUXTON  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  motioui  and 
confidered  that  every  hour's  delay  of  the  total  abolition  of  this 
inhuman  traffic  was  a  dlfgrace  to  this  country* 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  confidered  the  queftion  to  be, 
whether  we  (hould,  as  a  matter  of  mere  trade  and  commerce, 
fell  our  fellow  beings  to  any  who  might  be  infamous  enough 
to  buy  them  ?    As  to  the  fupply  of  our  own  ccdoilies,  the  mo* 
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tion  did  not  touch  that  point ;  and  be  knew  that  many  men  who 
did  not  agree  to  the  abolition  of  the  trade,  as  far  as  it  regarded 
our  own  iflands,  were  yet  friends  to  this  meafure.  This  veiy 
morning  he  converfed  with  one  of  the  beft-informed  men  in 
the  kingdom  upon  that  very  fubje£l,  and  he  was  of  opioiooi 
that  to  (lop  the  fupply  to  foreign  powers  would  not  be  detri- 
mental to  our  commerce.  The  queilion  then  was,  whether  for 
mere  wantonnefs,  we  (hould  continue  a  traffic  that  was  a  fcan- 
dal  and  a  difgrace  to  this  country  ? 

Mn  FRANCIS  obferved,  that  it  vrzs  rather  fingular  that 
an  honourable  gentleman ,  in  his  great  eagernefs  to  prove  that 
the  National  Convention  of  France  were  a  fet  of  rafcals,  that 
he  ihould  recommend  to  this  country  to  purfue  their  condud 
with  refpe£l  to  the  flave  trade.  That,  to  an  ordinary  under- 
ftandingy  would  feem  fomething  like  a  reafon  for  our  not  per- 
illing in  the  traffic. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  fupported  the  flave  trade,  had  aftoniflied  him.    The 
National  Convention  of  France  were  rafcals,  it  feemed,  and 
» therefore  in  every  thing  they  did  that  was  bad,  we  (hould  imi- 
tate them,  and  as  to  any  thing  that  might  be  good,  we  ibould 
,  leave  it  to  be  done  by  themfelves,  for  they  had  once  mentioDcd 
the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade.    The  friends  of  the  motion  for 
the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  were  Diflenters,  and  enemies  to 
the  Conftitution  of  this  country  in  church  and  fiate.    If  be 
undcrftood  that  Englifli  Irifli,  he  muft  fay  the  Houfe  were  for- 
tunate in  having  fuch  a  Memberi  for  he  would  often  enter- 
tain them  better  than  any  other  perfon,  as  he  had  the  advan- 
tage of  pofleffing  an  Englifli  idiom,  and  an  Irifli  mode  of  rea- 
foning — of  this  his  fpeech  was  a  good  fpecimen,  for  he  tad  in- 
cluded in  one  general  obfervation  all  perfons  who  wiibed  for 
the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  as  enemies  to  the  Conftitudoa 
of  this  country  in  church  and  ftate,  and  yet  it  was  a  truth  well 
known  that  all  defcriptions  of  men,  churchmen,  and  Diflen- 
ters  of  all  denominations,  had  petitioned  for  the  abolition  of  this 
mofl:  infamous  traffic.     In  the  infamy  and  inhumanity  of  tb/i 
trade  all  fe&aries  had  agreed,  which  was  very  extraordinaryi 
for  on  all  other  controvicrted  points  they  always  differed;  f^* 
haps  if  it  had  been  a  text  from  fcripture  they  might  have  difer* 
ed,  but  here  they  were  unanimous^  and  therefore  the  obfenra- 
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tion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  all  the  friends  of  the 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade  were  enemies  to  the  Conftitution  in 
church  and  ftate,  was  an  Irifh  obfervation.  This  wa^  how- 
ever, only  a  miftake  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  for  he  thought 
they  were  all  Diflenters,  and  againft  them  he  had  conceived  an 
anger  which  might  have  hurried .  him  a  little  farther  than  he 
intended  to  go— perhaps  he  was  determined,  like  the  wife  of 
Bath- 
That  the  nation  ne'er  can  thrive. 
Until  the  rogues  are  burnt  alive. 

The  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  be  obliged  to  him  for 
faying  what  it  was  he  meant  to  have  faid  for  himfelf,  and  when 
a  gentleman  of  his  great  abilities  could  not  produce  a  good  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  the  flave  trade,  it  certainly  could  not  be 
founded  on  juftice  or  humanity.  With  refpeft  to  the  National 
Convention,  Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  there  was  no  reafon  for 
pronouncing  any  panegyric  upon  their  proceedings,  many  of 
them  were  contrary  to  juftice  and  humanity,  and  he  thought 
worfe  of  them  than  once  he  might ;  however,  that  was  no  reafon 
for  our  giving  fupport  to  a  trade  for  fupplying  them  with  flaves. 
With  regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  for- 
ward this  motion,  he  might  fay,  he  thought  he  deferved  the 
thanks  of  that  Houfe,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  Public,  for  his 
per feverance  in  a  meafure  that  would  carry  his  name  down  to 
pofterity  with  honour. 

The  Houfe  then  divided. 

For  the  motion,  61 ;    Againft  it,  18* 

The  Houfe  being  in  a  Committee,  Mr.  Wilberforce  moved, 
that  the  Chairman  be  dire^d  to  move  the  Houfe,  that  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  fupplying  of  foreign 
nations  with  flaves. 

Mr.  Cawthorne  oppofed  it,  as  did  alfo  Mr.  Eftwick,  Mr. 
Dent,  and  Lord  Sheffield.  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Sir  W.  Dolben, 
and  Mr-  Wilberforce  fupported  it. 

The  Committee  divided. 

For  the  motion,  51;    Againft  it,  14. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce, Sir  W.  Dolben,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
were  ordered  to  prepare  it. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

4C  a  ^ 
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Thurfdayy  7,^^  May. 

At  four  o'clock  the  Speaker  counted  the  Houfc,  when  cHily 
17  Members  being  prefent,  an  adjournment  took  place. 

Priday,  %/^h  May. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  two  refolutioB$ 
^igreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  Friday 
laft,  which  were  read  a  firft  time;  on  the  queftion,  that  dicj 
be  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  M.  A,  TAYLOR  faid  that  he  conceived  it  would  only 
be  trifling  with  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  were  he  to  enter  into 
the  general  objeftions  to  the  fyftem  of  raifing  money  by  public 
lot'eries.     He  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  call  back  to  the  re- 
colleftion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  the  arguments  which 
had  been  fo  ably  urged  on  the  fubjed,  upon  former  occafionsy 
and  particularly  to  the  debates  which  took  place  in  the  laft 
feflion ;  when,  the  great  variety  of  evils,  and  the  ruin  and  dif- 
trefs  to  numberlefs  individuals,  which  had  arifen  from,  and 
fecmed  the  almoft  unavoidable  confequences  of  lotteries,  were 
(lated  in  fo  ftrong  and  clear  a  point  of  view  by  many  honour- 
able gentlemen  by  whom  he  was  then  fupported,  on  both  ftfcs 
of  the  Houfe,  and  feemed  fo  generally  admitted,  that,  if  he 
had  begun  his  oppofition  to  the  bufmefs  at  the  proper  time,  he 
would  probab  ly  have  fucceeded  in  putting  an  end  to  the  nuifancc 
of  lotteries.     It  had  been  faid  in  defence  of  them,  that  they 
were  a  voluntary  tax,  and  a  clear  gain  to  the  Public,  to  the 
extent  of  the  revenue  raifed  by  them ;  but  he  conceived  that  the 
fums  raifed  by  lotteries  were  not  clear  gain  to  the  Public ;  both 
becaufe  thofe  who  adventure  in  lotteries  render  themfclves  kfs 
able  to  contribute  otherwife  to  the  public  revenue,  and  becaufe^ 
whenever  ioo,oool-  is  raifed  to  the  public  by  way  of  lottery, 
another  ioo,oool.  is  put  into  the  pockets  of  otbers,  by  whofc 
mifchievous  pradices,  incredible  numbers  are  brought  to  niin. 
He  knew  there  were  fome  perfons  who  fay,  that  at  prefcnt^ 
no  way  of  raifing  money  ought  to  be  oppofed ;  but  to  this  he 
could  not  accede,  though  he  was  furely  very  defirous  to  give 
«o  oppofition,  at  the  prefent  moment,  to  raifing  any  nccel&jy 
fugply,  how  much  foever  he  might  difapprove  of  the  mcafwts 
vi  Miniftry,  becaufe  th^rc  wa5,  in  his  mittd,  hardly  any  other 
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^vray  of  raifing  money  fo  objectionable  as  the  doing  it  by  lotte* 
ry  :  He  confefled  he  would  be  defirous  of  making  fome  fort  of 
compromife  with  the  Houfe,  which  might  lead  to  getting  rid 
of  the  nuifance  of  lotteries,  when  an  end  (hould  be  put  to  the 
prefent  war,  which  he  could  call  by  no  other  name  than  that  of 
an  accurfed  war.  With'refped  to  the  regulations  now  pro* 
pofed  to  be  introduced  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  faying  any  thing  upon  them, 
as  they  would  come  properly  to  be  difcufled  when  the  bill 
fiiould  be  brought  in,  though  he  certainly  doubted  their  an- 
fwering  the  purpofes  propofed.  Mr.  Taylor  mentioned  the 
receipt  tax  as  one  which  he  thought  perhaps  the  beft  of  any, 
though  it  was  at  prefect  much  evaded,  and  this  he  thought 
might  be  properly  remedied  by  refufmg  to  admit  any  thing  ag 
legal  evidence  of  a  payment  exceeding  lol.  unlefs  either  a 
ftamped  receipt  (halt  be  pi-oduced,  or  that  the  perfon  proving 
the  pajmnent  (hall  alfo  fwear  that  he  faw  a  Aamped  receipt 
given  for  it : — He  did  not  know  what  addition  might,  by  this 
regulation,  be  derived  to  the  revenue,  but  only  fuggefted  it  as 
a  matter  that  had  occurred  to  him.  On  the  fubjeft  before  the 
Houfe,  he  would  fay  nothing  more  at  prefent ;  becaufe,  if  the 
recoUeftion  of  the  debates  which  had  formerly  taken  place  had 
no  weight  with  the  Houfe,  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  think, 
that  any  thing  which  he  could  fay  would  make  any  impreflion. 

The  refolutions  were  th6n  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  upon  the 
firft  refolution,  for  raifuig  a  certain  fum  of  money  by  way  of 
lottery. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  for  regulating  the  Government  and  trade  of  India ; 
and,  on  the  queftion  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  as  he  underftood  there  were  a  number  of 
claufes  to  be  brought  up,  fo  that  the  queftion  could  not  imme- 
diately be  put  for  paffing  the  bill,  he  would  not  oppofe  its  be- 
ing read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  then  brought  up  a  number  of 
claufes,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  added  to  the 
bill  by  way  of  riders. 

Mr.  FOX  confidered,  that,  it  was  without  example  to  bring 
^rward^  at  the  third  reading  of  this  important  bill,  fo  many 
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daufes^  and  yet  to  refufe  the  Houfe  time  to  delibente  upon 
them,  or  to  judge  of  the  import  of  each  of  them.  By  Aich  an 
expedient,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  Minifter  to  evade 
the  forms  of  the  Houfe.  This  feemed  to  be  an  imitation  of  a 
legiflation,  not  much  admired  in  this  country,  which  propofed 
and  pafled  its  decrees  on  the  fame  day ;  whereas,  he  had  ever 
held  the  forms  of  Parliament,  which  render  deliberation  flow, 
before  a  bill  can  pafs  into  a  law,  to  be  one  of  the  mod  valu- 
able parts  of  our  ConAitution. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  replied,  that  in  all  biUs,  which  had  impor- 
tant and  public  fubjeds  to  arrange,  new  matter  muft  neceflarily 
occur  in  the  progrefs  of  difcuffion ;  that  the  pra&ice  of  Parlia- 
ment was,  to  introduce  thefe  fubje^ls,  as  riders  to  a  bilU  or  as 
additional  claufes;  and,  therefore,  the  introduAion  of  addi- 
tional claufes  into  this  bill  was  only  employing  the  means,  by 
which  Parliament,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  could  render  an  ad  as 
full  and  comprehenfive,  as  the  nature,  and  magnitude  of  the 
fubjed  required. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  thought,  that  though  this  might  be  the 
pra£tice  of  the  Houfe,  yet  in  the  bill  now  before  the  Hoofe, 
it  would  be  impoflible  for  the  Members  to  examine  and  deli- 
berate on  the  import  of  the  propofed  claufes,  if  the  paffingof 
the  bill,  at  the  prefent  meeting,  (hould  be  prefled. 

Thefe  objections  Mr.  Dundas  removed  by  fpecifjring,  that 
there  was  no  new  matter  in  the  claufes,  but  only  certain  provi- 
flons^upon  fubjeCbs,  on  which  there  had  been  the  fulled  evi- 
dence on  the  table,  and  on  fubjeCls  too,  which  had  been  in  the 
expe£lancy  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  evidence  of  diis  fad  con- 
fided folely  in  the  aflertion  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  ; 
that  the  Houfe  were  excluded  from  the  poffibility  of  inveftiga- 
tion  by  his  precipitant  meafures;  that  many  of  the  claufes  re- 
ferred to  fubjeAs  which  were  as  novel,  as  they  were  material; 
particularly,  that  one  which  regarded  Nootka  Sound.  The 
nation  had  expended,  he  faid,  four  millions,  in  vindicating  its 
right  to  this  trade ;  and  yet,  for  his  part,  he  never  could  dif- 
cover,  either  that  fuch  a  trade  now  exifted,  or  was  likely  toex- 
id.  But  taking  the  bill  and  its  claufes  into  view,  he  knew  no- 
thing that  they  refembledj  unlefs  it  was  a  ftage  coach,  in 
which  the  infide  boVe  no  proportion  to  the  outfide  paflengers. 
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The  clauTe  was  then  read,  by  which  (hips  from  Nootka 
Sdund  are  to  be  licenfed  to  trade  to  Japan  and  China,  but  pro- 
hibited from  bringing  the  produce  of  thefe  countries  to  Great 
Britain* 

Here  the  Speaker  ftated  a  difficulty  which  occurred  refpefl- 
ingthe  forms  of  the  Houfe;  whether,  as  this  particular  fub- 
jedy  though  connected  with  the  India  trade  and  a  new  one, 
ought  not  to  pafs  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.  The 
Speaker  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  under  all  the  circumftances 
'  of  the  cafe,  it  muft  pais  through  a  Committee. 

The  Houfe  being  refolved  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Fox  ob- 
jeded  to  the  claufe,  by  dating,  that  under  it  the  fubje£ls  of 
Great  Britain,  who  might  enter  on  the  trade,  would  carry  it 
on  under  much  greater  difadvantages  than  the  fubjeAs  of  any 
other  European  power.     The  Britifli  trader  muft  a£t  unUer  a 
licenfe,  whilft  the  American  trader  required  none :   Thus,  in 
iaA,  though  we  had  threatened  Spain  with  a  war,  to  maintain 
our  right  to  this  trade,  Spain  alone,  from  the  vicinity  of  its 
(ettlements,    would  draw  profits  from  it.     It  had  been  faid, 
that  the  Britifh  concer^ied  in  this  trade  had  confented  to  the  ' 
propofed  licenfe;  hut  who  were  thefe  traders?     If  any  fuch 
exifted,  they  were  few,  ahd  it  would  be  impolitic  to  take  the   ' 
confent  of  a  few  as  a  reafon  for  excluding,  for  21  years,  the 
numbers,   who,  according  to  the  magnified  accounts  of  the 
importance  of  the  trade,  might  en^ge  in  it. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  feveral  (hips  were  already  profit* 
ably  employed  in  this  trade ;  that  the  owners  of  them  were  cer* 
tainly  better  judges  of  the  meafure  than  any  other  perfon 
could  be ;  and  that  their  confent  was  all  that  could  be  reforted 
to.  Once  it  was  impoflible  to  look  forward  to  the  fuppofed  opi- 
nions of  thofe,  who  feeing  the  profits  from  trading  to  Nootka 
Sound,  under  the  propofed  licenfe,  might  afterwards  wilh  to 
evade  it,  forclandeftine  purpofes. 

The  claufe  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  PULTENEY  next  brought  up  a  claufe,  propofing  to 
give  the  exporters  of  goods,  in  the  Company's  ihips,  a  right 
to  carry  out  military  (lores,  ammunition,  mafts,  fpars,  cordage, 
anchors,  pitch,  tar,  and  cop|^r. 

Mr.  DEVAYNES  objeOed  to  this  claufe,  that  the  licenfe 
to  the  private  trader^  to  export  military  (lores  and  ammunition 
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in  the  Company's  (hips,  would,  in  hStf  be  fiiTnifhing  the  j»- 
fives  with  the  means  of  refiftingthe  Company's  Govcrnmcat, 
and  be  dangerous  in  every  political  view  of  the  (ubjcOt.  In 
this  opinion  Mr.  Francis  coincided,  obferving,  that  every 
man,  acquainted  with  India 9  muft  be  fenfible  of  the  force  of 
the  obfervation  made  by  the  Chairman,  and  that  the  exporters 
themfelves  could  not  be  fuppt)fed  to  look  for  profits  from  this 
trade  ;  but  in  the  idea  of  fupplying  the  natives  with  the  means 
of  refifting  our  Government :  Mr.  Pulteney  replied,  byftatingy 
that  the  military  (lores  might  be  carried  out  by  other  Suropean 
powers,  over  whom  we  had  no  control. 

Mr.  DUNDAS,  in  anfwer,  pointed  out  the  diftin6iion  be- 
tween military  (lores  and  ammunition,  and  the  other  articles io 
the  propofed  claufe,  ahd  fubmltted  to  the  mover  of  it  to  lezvc 
out  the  words  "  Military  (lores  and  ammunition,"  and  that 
the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  would  probably  meet,  in  the  permiA 
fion  to  export  the  other  articles  cnlimerated  in  the  claufe.  In 
this  M^.  Pulteney  acquiefced,  and  the  claufe  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  a 
claufe  for  giving  a  difcretionary  power  to  the  Court  of  Direc« 
tors  to  remit  the  penalties  impofed  upon  brokers  purchafing 
teas,  at  the  India  Houfe,  whereby  if  they  (hould,  by  any  ac- 
cident, fail  in  paying  the  price,  within  the  time  limited  (three 
days)  they  not  only  forfeit  fix  times  thedepofit  made  by  them, 
but  are  difabled  for  ever  after  from  adling  as  brokers  at  any 
fuch  fales. 

This  produced  a  long  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Alderman  Cur- 
tis, Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Mr.  William  Smith,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  fpoke  in  fa- 
vour of  the  motion ;  and  Mr.  Devaynes,  Mr.  David  Scott, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Watfon,  Mr.  Thornton,  and  Mr.  Alderman 
Le  Mefurier,  againll  it.  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  alfo  oppoied 
it,  on  the  ground  that  it  required  deliberation,  and  that  the 
quedion  might  afterwards  be  brought  forward  for  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  Houfe  whenever  gentlemen  (hould  think  proper* 

The  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  41 ;     Noes,  98- 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  having  before  delivered  his  opinion 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  amendment,  which  he  meant  to  pro* 
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pofe,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  repetition  of  the 
arguments^  on  which  he  fdunded  that'opinion.  But  as  he  had 
given  notice  that  he  (hould  again  objeft  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  went  to  the  creation  of  new  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
Crown,  in  order  that  thofe  with  whom  he  had  formerly  con- 
curred in  a  vote  for  reducing  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  delivering  their  fcntiments  on  the 
propofed  increafe  of  that  influence,  he  certainly  (hould  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it.  If  they  ftill  concurred  with 
him  in  the  opinions  they  had  formerly  profefled,  it  became 
them,  like  men  who  afted  from  a  fenfc  of  duty,  unbiafled  by 
any  temporary  motives,  to  maintain  thofe  opinions  by  their 
votes  on  the  prefent  occafion.  If  on  the  contrary,  their  opi- 
nions had  changed,  if  they  had  abandoned  the  principles  upon 
■which  he  and  they  had  formerly  combated,  the  increafing  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown,  it  became  them,  in  that  cafe  alfo,  as 
men  who  afted  from  conviftion,  to  avow  that  change,  to  ex- 
plain the  reafons  of  it,  and  to  confirm  it  by  their  votes.  In  no 
cafe  could  he  conceive  it  to  be  proper  or  confiftent  with  their 
duty  and  their  character,  to  abfent  themfelves,  and  leave  per- 
fons  who  were  lefs  inclined  to  put  a  candid  conftru6lion  on 
their  motives  than  he  was,  at  liberty  to  fuppofe  that  they  were 
cither  afraid  to  avow  the  change  that  had  taken  place  in  their 
opinions,  or  that,  if  they  ftill  adhered  to  them,  nhey  were  un- 
willing, on  account  of  fome  peculiar  circumftances  at  the 
prefent  moment  to  take  that  part  which  their  duty  required. 
At  all  events,  he  had  done  his  duty,  by  giving  them  this  oppor- 
tunity of  delivering  their  fentiments,  and  (hould  content  him- 
felf  without  farther  trefpa(ring  on  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  with 
moving  to  leave  out  the  words  which  gave  falartes  to  two  of 
the  Commi(fioners  for  the  aflairs  of  India. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  replied,  that  it  was  harfli  to  fuppofe, 
all  the  gentlemen,  who  had  coincided  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Fox 
in  the  year  1780,  either  had  changed  their  principles,  or  were 
afraid  pow  to  avow  them.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  refpeft- 
ing  one  gentleman's  attachment  to  Mr.  Fox,  (ince  he  maft 
recoUeft,  that  fome  years  paft,  that  gentleman  had  vennired 
his  life  in  defence  of  his  perfon ;  and  there  could  be  as  little 
doubt  of  the  ardour  of  his  mind,  if  we  judged  of  him,  from 
Vol- XXXV.  4D 
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the  proofs  which  he  had  given  of  his  zeal  for  ^e  Conftitutioo, 
when  he  thought  it  in  danger. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  anfwer  to  Lord  Inchiquin,  obferved  that  he 
cbmplained  not  only  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
whom  the  noble  Lord  had  alluded,  but  alfo  of  other  gentlemen 
who  had  joined  him  in  the  vote  upon  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  in  the  year  1780.  He  mud  confefs  that  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  their  duty  to  attend  the  difcuflion  of  this  bill,  and 
to  aifign  their  reafons,  if  they  had  any,  for  thinking  that  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  ought  to  be  now  incrcafed  in  the  man- 
ner which  it  would  be  if  this  bill  (hould  pafs  into  a  law. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  honourable 
gentlemen,  to  whom  his  right  honourable  friend  alluded,  he 
muft  take  it  for  granted,  that  they  were  all  abfent  for  very  good 
reafons,  elfe  they  certainly  would  be  in  the  Houfe  to  do  their 
duty.  With  regard  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  to 
whom  the  noble  Lord  alluded,  the  Houfe  no  doubt  would  be 
fatisfied  to  hear  that  his  abfence  was  not  occafioned  by  ill 
health  ^  of  this  he  could  aflure  the  Houfe,  for  that  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  attended  his  public  duty  this  day  at  ano- 
ther place,  and  that  too  on  the  affairs  of  India.  But  the  com- 
plaint of  his  right  honourable  friend  did  not  apply  folely  to  that 
honourable  gentleman,  as  he  had  himfelf  already  faid,  there 
were  others  whom  he  had  a  right  to  expeft  to  attend  upon  the 
difcuflion  of  this  bufmefs.  They  had  good  reafons,  no  doufot, 
for  their  abfence  but  until  they  were  plcafed  to  aflign  themj^  he 
muft  fay  that  they  had  been  unaccountably  kept  aw ay^ from 
the  Houfe  upon  all  occafions,  when  it  was  probable  his  right 
honourable  friend  fhould  |ippeal  to  them  on  the  vote  they  gave 
with  him  upon  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  That  they  ftill 
maintained  the  opinion  they  gave  upon  that  fubjeft,  Mr.  She- 
ridan faid,  he  had  no  doubt ;  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
applied  particularly  to  the  affairs  of  India,  and  that  thefe  very 
gentlemen  had  the  fame  fentiments  upon  that  fubjed,  as  they 
had  expreffed  upon' the  Declaratory  bill  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.)  He  had  no 
doubt  either  that  they  then  confidered  that  bill  as  part  of  a 
fyftem  of  fraud,  tyranny,  and  opprefSon.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  if  thefe  gentlemen  were  prefent  on  this  evening,  they 
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would  have  the  ftme  feelings  as  they  had  then,  and  that  they 
would  repeat  their  cxpreflions.  But,  however,  although  the 
majority  of  jhat  Houfe'  might  have  confidence  in  the  integrity 
of  thefc  honourable  abfent  gentlemen,  yet/ the  public  had  yet 
to  learn  the  caufe  of  their  abfence,  and  perhaps  until  they  were 
fatisfied'of  the  caufe  of  that  abfence,  they  might  not  be  quite 
ready  to  take  it  for  granted  that  thefe  gentlemen  did  their  duty 
by  abfenting  themfelves  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  However, 
when  the  apology  came,  there  was  no  iloubt  it  would  be  deem- 
ed fufficient  by  the  Public. 

Upon  the  putting  of  the  queftion. 

The  Houfe  divided, 

For  the  claufe,  123;     Againftit,  30. 

The  other  claufes  being  pafled,  and  on  the  queftion  that  the 
bill  do  pafs,  - 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  when  the  fubjeft  was  firft  brought  under  the 
confideration  of  the  Houfe,  I  did  expeft,  that  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry  would  have  been  appointed,  to  call  for  and  to  ex- 
amine the  requifite  evidences,  which  could  enable  us  to  form 
our  opinions  upon  fo  important  a  fubjeft,  as  the  Government 
and  trade  of  India ;  and  I  did  expefl,  that  from  fuch  a  Com- 
mittee, a  report  would  have  come,  founded  upon  the  whole  of 
this  evidence ;  and  that,  upon  the  different  branches  of  the 
fubjeft,  the  Houfe  would  have  fat,  from  time  to  time,  and 
folemnly  and  deliberately  determined,  what  that  fyftem  is, 
which  is  required  for  the  adminiftration  of  our  Indian  empire 
and  trade.  Was  this  the  cafer  Nothing  like  it!  On  the  con-  ' 
trary,  the  only  evidence  before  the  Houfe,  that  I  know  of,  is, 
that  fome  weeks  part,  a  capital  fpeech  had  come  from  the  Mi- 
nifter  for  India,  giving  a  general  account  of  the  Government 
and  trade  of  our  provrnces  ;  and  pointing  out  the  propriety  and 
neceffity  of  renewing  the  Company's  Charter,  and  fo  forth ! 
In  this  capital  fpeech,  not  a  word  was  heard  of  the  propofcd 
increafe  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  though  this  was  a  ne- 
ccflary  confequence  of  the  fyftem,  which  it  recommended. 
To  this  increafe  I  objed,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my  doty,  fo- 
lemnly, to  proteft  againft  it,  as  fraught  with  danger  to  the 
Conftitution,  and  as  a  meafure  which  could  only  have  been 
devifed  by  the  moft  ftrenuous  advocates  for  defpotic  power • 
Why  is  this  influence  dangerous  ?     BeCaufe  it  is  irrefponfible^ 
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Is  it  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are  to  be  vefted 
with  the  real  power  ?     No!  it  is  to  be  given  to  their  agents 
and  to  their  dependents,  whofe  rerponfibilityy  from  the  nature 
of  their  fituation,  it  is  abfiird  to  fpeak  of.     Upon  the  ground  of 
this  objedion,  and  of  others,  which  I  (hall  immediately  ftate, 
i  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  oppofe  the  whole  of  this  bill,  as  dif- 
graceful  to  its  propofcrs,  and,    if  adopted,  to  this  Houfe;  as 
dangerous  to  the  Public  in  general,  and  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  the  Conditution,  in  particular,  as  the  mod  ru- 
inous of  any  that  ever  has  been  heard  of.     Taking  this,  there- 
fore, as  the  ground  of  his  objeflion,  Mr.  Fox  confidcred  ii  to 
be  his  duty  to  fubmit  a  few  obfervations  to  the  confideiation  of 
the  Houfe.    Many  of  the  Nfcmbers  would  recoUeft,  and  all  of 
them  muft  know,  that  in  the  year  1780,  he  had  fuccefsfully 
pointed  out  the  extraordinary  influence,  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  Crown.     At  that  period,  however,  as  the  influence  was 
independent  of  the  Crown,  he  thought  that  it  might  be  wife 
neither  to  increafe  it,  nor  to  diminifti  it,  but  to  leave  it,  as  to 
quantity,  where  it  then  flood.     A  (horttime  afterwards,  upon 
a  fuller  view  of  the  whole  fubjeft,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  highly  improper  to  leave  this  influence  with  a  com- 
mercial body,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  veftcd  in  thofe,  who, 
from  their  charaSers  and  fituations,  with  refpe£l  to  the  Public, 
were  better  qualified  to  cxercife  it.     This  was  the  leading  pro- 
vifion  in  the  bill,  which  he  had  the  honour  to  fubmit  to  the 
Houfe  in  1783  ;  the  fate  of  that  bill,  it  was  now  as  unnecef- 
fary,  as  it  would  be  unavailing,  to  relate.  But  it  was  tmpofliblc 
for  him  to  allow  the  accufations,  which  had  been,  in  his  opi* 
nion,  improperly  and  unjuftly  brought  againft  him,  to  pafs, 
without  refuting  them,   and  reprobating  them  in  the  terms 
they  deferved.     Thefe  accufations  were  two-fold :  firft,  that 
his  bill  tended  to  leflen  and  next  to  increafe  the  influence  cf 
the  Crown,  though,  in  truth,  it  had  neither  of  thefe  obje£bia 
view.     At  that  .time  he  had  ftated,  (and  he  now  again  rq>eated 
itj  that  his  objed  was  to  take  the  power  from  the  Dire&ois, 
where  it  was  moft  improperly  placed,  and  to  veft  it  in  Coin« 
nuflioners,  who  were  to  be  immediately  under  the  control  of 
Parliament.    This  was  a  fubjed,   however,  upon  which  he 
would  not  trouble  the  Houfe,  at  any  length,  as  it  was  not 
immediately  before  them;  but  this  was  tus  only  obje&ion  to 
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«nter  upon  the  difcufllion.     ''    I  am  convinced,  faid  he>  that 
The  more  that  bill  is  examined,  the  more  it  will  meet  with, 
sind  find,  the  approbation  of  the  Public.     That  bill  had  an  ob^ 
Jed,  and  a  clear  and  precife  meaning ;  the  bill  now  under  ' 
conflderation  is  the  reverfe  of  it  in  every  refpeft.     It  has  no 
defined  objed,  and  it  has  a  concealed  meaning ;  for,  under 
the  fpecious  pretext  of  avoiding  the  objedionable  influence  in 
niy  bill,  it  grafps  at  the  whole  of  Indian  patronage,  in  a  way 
totally  difconnefted  with  refponfibility."     Mr.  Fox  next  ob- 
lerved,  it  could  not  be  expedled,  that  upon  a  third  reading  of 
fuch  a  bill,  he  would  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  enter  at  length 
into  the  fubjeft.    The  manner,  however,  in  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  who  had  brought  in  the  bill,  had  treat- 
ed the  point  of  influence,  was  fuch,  that  he  could  not  allow 
his  obfervations  to  pafs,  without  taking  fome  notice  of  them. 
It  has  been  ailerted,  '^  that  the  patronage  of  India  confifts  in 
the  appointment  of  a  few  writers  i" — Now,  if  there  is  a  man 
in  this  Houfe !    if  there  is  a  man  in  this  country !    if  there  is 
one  man  ki  any  of  the  Britiih  territories  in  India,  pofTefled  of 
a  fpark  of  common  fenfc,  who  can  believe  this  aifertion  to  be 
true,   I  wifh  him  joy  of  his  credulity.     I  afk  any  man  who  is 
not  infane,  in  whom,  if  this  bill  (hall  pafs  into  a  law,  will  the 
-whole  of  the  patronage  of  India  be  vefted  r     Will  not  the 
Company  and  their  Dire£lors  be  the  mere  tools  of  the  Mini- 
fter  for  the  time  being  ?     Who  appointed  Lord  Cornwallis, 
or  Sir  John  Shore  ?     Was  it  the  Company  ?     No !  it  was  the 
Board  of  Control.     Is  this  then  the  boafted  meafure  which  is 
to  leiTen  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  to  convey  no  new  pa* 
tronage  to  the  Minifter,  or  to  give  him  no  room  to  cxercife  his 
caprice  or  his  prejudices  in  appointmnts  in  India?     What  in 
reality  is  this  boafted  bill  ?    It  is  nothing  but  a  continuation  of 
that  fyftem   of  deception,    fraud,    and  rapacity,    which  has 
marked  the  condud  of  MiniAers  in  the  management  of  the  af- 
*  fairs  of  India,  and  on  other  fubjedls.     In  what  manner  have 
Minifters  conducted  themfelves  in  Indian  affairs?     Has  the 
Houfe  forgotten,  or  muft  I  recall  to  their  memory  the  Detla- 
ratory  bill  ?     Did  not  the  Minifter  for  India  then  embrace  the 
principle,  of  placing  the  whole  of  the  territorial  power  in  the 
Crown,  and  of  appropriating  the  revenues  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  military  eftablifhments  there  i  though  the  bill  of  1784 
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had  no  fiich  principle,  or  anything  like  lO.-^Ex pede  Hercu^ 
lem\     The  Declaratory  bill  was  founded  on  the  nth  claufe  of 
the  bill  of  1784,  the  objcS  of  which  is  only  "  to  afibrd  the 
Board  information,  refpefling  the  Company's  affairs  abroad^ 
and. to  require  the  Company  to  pay  due  obedience  to  fuch  or- 
ders as  they  (hall  receive  from  the  Board,  touching  the  civil  or 
military  government  and  revenues  of  the  Briti(h  territorial  pof- 
feflions  in  the  Eart  Indies.     The  provifions  of  the  Declaratory 
bill,  however,  gave  to  Minifters  the  uncontroled  power  of  ap- 
propriating the  revenues  of  India  to  fuch  military  eftablifh- 
ments,  as  they  (hould  think  fit  to  create  or  employ.     The 
Declaratory  bill  thus  profefledone  thing,  and  by  its  provifions 
effefted  another."     Having  referred  to  the  preamble  and  the 
provifions  of  the  bill,  he  aiTerted,  that  obtaining  farther  infor- 
mation refpeSing  India,  was  its  profeffed  objeft,  but  veiling 
the  power  and  revenues  of  India  in  the  Crown,  was  its  real 
'  obje6l,  and  then  pronounced,  that  the  prefent  bill  was  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  fame  fyftem  of  delufion,  deceit,  fraud,  and  ra- 
pacity, which  had  been  introduced  by  the  bill  of  1784,  and  by 
thp  Declaratory  bill.     The  prefent  bill  pretended  to  wave  all 
patronage,  whilft  it,  in  fad,  grafped  at  patronage  of  every 
defer  iption  !    It  affe<Sed  to  fay,  that  rcfponfibility  was  to  be  at- 
tached to  thofe  who  were  to  exercife  power;  but,  in  fad, 
and  in  truth,  it  gave  fecurity  to  corruption,  and  a  facility  in 
the  exercife  of  corrupt  praftices.     "  This  I  am  entitled  to 
afllirm,  becaufe  it  will  enable  the  Minifter  toengrofs  the  whole 
power,    and  yet  fcreen  him  from  all  rcfponfibility.     Every 
thing,  by  it,  is  to  be  carried  on  by  agents,  who,  from  the  na- 
ttire  of  all  governments,  never  can  be  made  refponfible  for  the 
corruption  of  thofc  whofe  commands  they  obey.     Upon  thefc 
grounds  I  proteft  againft  the  whole  of  this. fyftem;  but  as  it 
may  be  expedient  to  renew  the  Charter  of  the   Eaft-India 
Company  for  a  fhort  time,  I  would   propofe,  as  an  amend- 
ment, **  that  inftead  of  the  words  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  the  words  fourth  of  March,  one  thoufand  fevcn 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  be  inferted,  being  four  years,  the 
fame  period  which  I  fixed  on,  as  ncceflary  in  making  an  ex- 
perimcnt,  under  my  own  bill."     In  a  commercial  and  a  poli- 
tical light,  Mr.  Fox  objeSed  againft  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
pofed  fyftem.     In  a  commercial  light,  it  pretended  to  give 
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an  exclufive  privilege,  and  yet  admitted  provifions  which 
counterafled  the  whole  of  this  privilege ;  fo  that,  whatever 
commercial  plans  might  be  ad  >pted  ia  India,  and  however 
wife  they  many  be,  they  might  be  overturned  at  the  caprice  of 
the  Board  of  Control,  though  this  Board  might  know  infinitely 
Icfs  about  the  bufinefs,  than  the  agents  whom  they  were  con- 
troling.  In  the  end,  fuch  an  abfurd  meafure  mud  deftroy  the 
▼cry  fp'irit  and  vigour  of  the  commerce.  In  a  political  light 
he  protefted,  not  lefs  (hongly,  againft  the  whole  of  this  bill, 
becaufe  the  power  was  to  be  left  in  hands,  where  there  is  no  re^ 
rponfibility  ;  and  becaufe  he  confidered  the  whole  fyilem  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  Conftitution,  if  not  fubverfive  of  it.  Upon 
thefe  grounds  Mr.  Fox  con<;Uided>  that  he  mud  take  the 
fenfeof  the  Houfe  on  the  amendment  which  he  had  propofed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  it  muft  have  appeared 
an  extraordinary  circumftance  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  Nation 
at  large,  that  a  bill  of  fuch  importance  Ihould  have  paifed  to 
the  very  laft  flage  of  a  third  reading,  with  a  quietnefs  unex- 
ampled in  the  annals  of  Parliament ;  and  that  now  it  fhould  be 
cenfured  with  ungoverned  and  angry  words.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  has  delivered  them,  perhaps  withheld 
his  oppofition,  during  the  earlier  progrefs  of  the  bufmefs,  that 
he  might,  in  the  lail  flage  of  it,  with  collected  and  ftrong  hof- 
tility,  bear  it  down  fully  and  finally.  He  has  allowed,  how- 
ever, that  the  bill  was  of  uncommon  importance  !  He  has  ad- 
mitted, that  it  comprehended  provifions,  interefting,  in  the 
laft  degree,  to  the  concerns  of  the  nation  i  and  yet  he  muft  al- 
low, that  he  himfelf  had  met  it  with  a  filcnce  which  was  un- 
ufual  to  him,  and  fcarcely  compatible  with  the  confcientious 
fenfe  of  duty,  which  had  led  him,  in  this  laft  moment  of  dif- 
cuflion,  to  reprobate  the  whole  fyftem  in  its  principle  and  in 
its  provifions.  For  my  own  part,  faid  Mr.  Pitt,  I  am  the 
more  furprifcd  at  this  novel  conduct  of  the  right  honourable 
Member,  knowing,  as  I  do,  from  experience,  his  difpofition 
to  aft  hoftilely  againft  every  meafure  of  mine,  or  of  my  right 
honourable  friend.  The  filence,  from  which  I  hid  augured 
his  acquiefcence,  has,  at  laft,  been  broken  ;  he  has  now  ftarted 
from  his  flumber,  with  hisulual  energy  and  fingular  talent  for 
vexatious  oppofition,  and  cndeavoiucd  to  make  up,  by  the  af- 
perity  of  his  language,  for  his  lornier  paflivenefs  j  he  appears 
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as  if  h$  had  abftained,  in  the  former  part  of  the  bufinefs,  from 
his  oppofition,  that  it  might  now  feem  as  vigorous  as  he  might 
have  wiftied  it  to  have  been,  in  the  earlier  ftages  of  the  bill,  or 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  difcuflion.  His  vehemence  was  cer- 
tainly ijiot  lefs  than  his  eloquence  ;  but  he  could  aJure  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  for  himfelf,  and  for  thofe  who  adcd 
with  hiq?,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  that  they  felt  too  tranquil 
a  fatisfaftion,  in  contemplating  the  meafure  they  had  the  ho- 
nour to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  and  the  general  approbation  with 
which  it  had  been  received,  to  be  hurt  by  his  angry  expreflions. 
To  fuch  pecvifh  exacerbations,!  (hall  make  no  reply,  nor  Oiall 
my  temper  (loop  to  impreflions  from  them.  I  will  content 
myfelf  with  a  comment  on  thofe  parts  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  fpcech  which  feem  to  merit  attention. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  condemned  the  bill,  as 
difgtaceful  to  the  propofers,  and  to  the  Houfe,  if  they  (hall 
adopt  it ;  and  yet,  he  has  not  taken  the  trouble  io  point  out  in 
what  the  difgrace  of  either  would  confift.  There  feemed  to  be 
but  three  ways  in  which  it  was  poflible  to  account  for  this  af- 
fertion.  In  the  hrd  place,  that  the  bill  had  been  indecently 
precipitated  through  the  Houfe,  and  all  difcuflions  upon  it 
evaded  or  prevented*  In  the  fecond  place,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  though  convinced  of  the  importance  of 
the  bill,  yet  had  either  been  fo  lazy,  or  fo  remifs4n  his  duty, 
as  to  have  given  no  attention  to  the  fubje£l. 

In  the  third  place,  that,  though  he  condemned  the  bill,  fas 
indeed  he  did  all  the  meafures  of  its  propofersj  yet,  that  con- 
vinced the  provifions  in  it  were  unexceptionable,  and  that  the 
more  they  were  examined,  the  more  wife  and  excellent  they 
would  appear,  he  had  prudently  flirunk  back  from  the  difcuf- 
fton,  and  had  now  endeavoured  to  atone  for  his  former  indo* 
lence  and  remiflhefs,  by  angry  and  paflionate  expreflions. 

In  one  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  alTertions,  and  in 
one  only,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  perfeftly  agreed,  that  a  capital 
fpeech  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Dundas.  This,  the  Houfe  and 
fhe  Public  already  knew  ;  a  fpeech  which,  for  comprehenfive 
knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  India,  and  of  the  various  fources 
of  the  Britilh  commerce  to  the  Eaft  Indies ;  a  fpeech,  which, 
for  folid  fenfe  and  accurate  reafoning,  deduced  from  authentic 
cated  ftatements  of  Indian  affairs,  and  for  wife  arrangements 
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or  the  adminidration  of  our  Afiatic  provinces,  and  of  the  ge* 
neral  commerce  of  the  empire ;  a  fpeech,  which,  combining 
objefis  formerly  thought  irreconclieable,  prefented  one  great 
plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  whole  ;  a  fpeech  which,  he 
would  venture  to  affirm,  though  it  might  have  been  equalled 
in  jhat  Houfe,  never  had  been  excelled.  It  was  Angular,  how- 
ever, that  capital  as  this  fpeech  certainly  was,  and  important 
as  the  fubjeft  had  been  allowed  to  be  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himfelf ;  yet,  if  my  memory  be  correal,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  heard  only  a  part  of  that  capital  fpeech.. 
He  had  thus  avoided  one  of  the  means  of  attaining  that  infor^ 
malion,  of  the  want  of  which  he  now  complained;  nor  was 
this  all ;  for  it  was  obvious  that  he  had  not  even  perufed  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  before  the  Houfe,  fince  he  had  fully  de- 
mondratcd  that  evening,  that  he  had  not  fubmitted  to  the 
trouble  of  i:eading  either  the  bill  itfelf,  or  the  papers  upon  the 
table  ;  and  it  muft  be  allowed  that,  though  he  had  been  libe- 
ral in  his  cenfures,  he  had  negle£ted  either  to  acquire  know- 
ledge from  others,  or  to  difplay  his  own  on  the  fubje£t.     It 
ivould  certainly  be  prefumptuous  in  me,  and  indeed  it  would 
be  unneceflary  to  aid  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  memory, 
by  informing  him  that  a  month  had  elapfed  fince  the  capital 
(peech,  which  he  has  fo  juftly  complimented,  was  delivered  ; 
and  which  was  followed  up  by  the  general  provifions  in  the 
bill  being  digeded,  in  the  form  of  refolutions,  and  printed  for 
the  confideration  of  the  Houfe.     If  this  method  has  been  pre- 
cipitate, I  really  know  not  what  can  be  calculated  to  promote 
difcuflion.     Has  not  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  in  the 
month  of  February,  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
fubje£l  of  Indian  affairs  ?  Has  he  not  invited  the  manufacturing 
interefls  to  bring  forward  their  claims,  and  the  Company  to 
devife  means  by  which  thofe  claims  could  be  fatisficd  ?  Has  not 
the  fubjeA,  for  the  laft  nine  years,  occupied  the  attention  ot 
Parliament  at  various  periods  ?  Has  not  Mr.  Dundas,  in  fuc- 
ceflive  years,  laid  authenticated  Ilatements  of  the  revenues  and 
charges  of  the  Company's  affairs  abroad  before  the  Houfe  ?— 
Hav6  not,  in  each  of  thefe  years,  refolutions  been  adopted, 
which  mark  the  progreflive  (tages  of  their  improvement  ?  Have 
not  all  the  papers,  which  could  throw  light  upon  the  fubje£tf 
been  printed,  and  on  the  table  before  the  Ealler  holidays?  And 
Vol.  XXXV.  4  E 
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have  not  general  refolutionsy  founded  upon  them,  been  the 
bafis  of  the  prefent  bill  ?    Has  the  honourable  gentleman  for- 
gotten, that  the  principles  of  a  free  trade  to  India,  or  the  ex- 
pediency of  continuing  the  Company's  exclufive  privilc;^, 
were  a  fubjeS  of  difcuffipn,  at  the  period  when  his  own  memo- 
rable bill  was  propofed,  and  the  prefent  fyftem  adopted  ?     Or, 
has  he  forgotten,  that  it  was  then  the  general  opinion,  that  the 
fubjeS  of  free  trade  and  monopolies  would  be  difcufled  iw^itb 
moft  propriety,  when  the  renewal  of  the  Company's  charter 
came  to  be  under  the  conflderation  of  Parliament  ?  Has  he  for- 
gotten that  this  would  be  the  time  when  the  great  queftion  re- 
fpefting  the  government  and  revenues  of  India  could  be  fully 
examined,  or  encouragements  devifed  for  the  export  and  im- 
port trade  ?    Has  not  the  great  fubjed:  of  Indian  affairs,  hi- 
therto involved  in  myflefy,  been  rendered  familiar  to  the  Houfe 
and  to  the  Public,  through  the  talents  and  induftry  of  his  right 
honourable  friend  ?  Have  not  the  fucceflive  plans  which  have 
been  fuggefted  for  the  government  of  the  Britifti  provinces  and 
regulation  of  trade  to  the  £a(l  Indies,  been  laid  open  ?  Has  not 
the  fyftem  before  the  Houfe  been  brought  to  maturity,  as  the 
refult  of  the  knowledge  drawn  from  thofe  plans,  and  from  aa 
able  and  fuccefsful  management  of  the  Indian  interefts  of  the 
Empire  ?  Has  not  more  been  done  to  throw  light  on  this  im- 
portant public  concern,  than  ever  was  done  in  the  fame  fpace 
of  time  in  any  other  department  ?  Yet,  this  vigilant  Statcfman, 
with  all  this  accumulation  of  evidence  and  information  before 
him,  either  has  not  had  time  or  inclination  to  honour  the  fub- 
jcft  with  his  attention.     To .  have  conquered  fo  many  unex- 
ampled difficulties,  in  a  fubjed  the  moft  complicated  that  ever 
engaged  the  attention  of  any  man,  muft  be  a  fubje£l  of  proud 
triumph  to  my  right  honourable  friend.     To  myfelf,  it  is  the 
fource  of  fmcere  and  tranquil  fatisfadion,  on  the  ground  of 
public  feelings,  as  well  as  of  private  friendftiip. 

Such  is  the  fa£t,  both  with  regard  to  the  information,  and 
to  the  time  given  to  confider  the  fubjeSs  comprehended  in  the 
prefent  bill.  Can,  then,  the  honourable  gentleman  complain, 
or  can  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  complain,  that  any  thing  like 
furprife,  or  a  wi(h  to  precipitate  them  into  an  adoption  of  the 
prefent  bill,  has  been  attempted  ?  The  anfwer  is  obvious ;  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  avoided  oppofttion  in  the  de- 
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^il,  bccaufe  he  knew  he  would  Be  unfuccefsful  in  every  point ; 
and  now  he  brings  his  attack  in  general  terms,  and  at  the  lad 
ilage  of  the  bill,  being  willing  only  to  expofe  himfelfto  one 
defeat.  I  fcef,  however,  the  moft  entire  fatisfaSion,  when  I 
contemplate  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  prefent  meafure  ;  more 
particularly,  when  I  confider  the  efforts  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  difpofed  to  make  to  counterad  it,  had 
he  thought  it  prudent  to  oppofe  his  own  prejudices  to  the  opi- 
nions of  the  Public.  So  far  from  hadening  on  the  arrange- 
ment of  Indian  affairs,  it  was  delayed  till  the  very  laft  rao- 
nient ;  for  had  not  the  war  continued,  undoubtedly  this  fub- 
jeA  would  have  been  examined  in  a  former,  rather  than  in  the 
prefent,  feflion  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Pitt  now  proceeded  to  examine  the  obfervations  made 
by  Mr.  Fox  upon  the  commercial  and  political  arrangements 
in  the  bill.  It  had  been  aflferted,  he  faid,  that  the  exclufive 
privilege  was  to  be  continued  with  the  Company,  and  yet  that 
trade  was  to  be  opened  ;  and  this  had  been  condemned  as  an 
inconfiftent  abfurdity,  profefling  to  do  what  it  was  impoffible 
could  be  done,  and  confequently,  as  a  mere  job  and  political 
delufion.  Upon  this  point,  again,  the  want  of  information 
was  complained  of,  though  the  truth  was,  that  fa  far  from 
wanting  information  to  form  his  opinion,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  muft  know,  that  there  was  too  much  informatioa 
before  the  Houfe  for  his  purpofe.  He,  therefore,  had  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  common-place  topic,  that  a  free  trade  was  pre- 
ferable to  a  monopoly,  infifting,  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to 
forget  this  principle,  unlefs  very  good  reafons  fhould  be  given 
for  adopting  a  contrary  one.  Thisfpeculation,  Mr.  t^itt  faid, 
had  been  repeated  a  thoufand  times,,  by  much  lefs  ingenious 
men  than  the  right  honourable  Member,  and  fcarcely  could 
have  been  expeSed  to  be  rpforted  to,  as  the  force  of  it  had  been 
done  away  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  when  he  firll  opened 
the  fubjeft,  bottoming  his  argument,  not  on  vague  fpeculation, 
but  on  inferences  drawn  from  hiftory  and  from  authenticated 
accounts.  If  his  arguments  and  thefe  proofs  were  not  fufH- 
cient,  why  had  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  called  for 
&rtber  documents  i  His  avocations,  perhaps,  might  be  too' 
numerous  and  important,  to  admit  of  one  moment  being  thrown 
away  on  the  continent  of  India,  though  this  had  been  the  field 
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oyer  which  his  talents  and  his  hopes  had  fo  long  expatiated  with 
pleafure.     Here  Mr.  Pitta(ked>  whether  the  claims  of  the  ma- 
nufadurers  had  not  been  lidened  to  and  provided  for  ?   and 
whether  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  Company  had  not  been 
rendered  fubfervicnt  to  the  refourccs  of  the  Empire  ?     Though 
both  quedions  mud  be  anfvvered  in  the  affirmative,  and  though 
t|te  expedient  adopted  was  not  lefs  wife  than  it  was  praAicable, 
unfortunately  it  did  not  fuit  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
p)an  of  oppofition,  and  therefore  it  necelFarily  had  incurred  his 
cenfure.     It  had  next  been  aflerted  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, that  the  political  regulations  propofed  for  India,  were 
not  lefs  objectionable  that  the  commercial.     Upon  this  fubje& 
he  muft  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  the  right  honourable  Member  was 
either  ignorant  of,  or  had  forgotten  the  date  of  India,  fincehe 
had  not  adverted  to  one  dngle  circumdance  in  the  prefent  poli<« 
tical  adminidration  of  the   Provinces,  to  which  his  aflertion 
would  apply.    Leaving  behind  him,  therefore,  this  fubjefl,  he 
had  next  refortedto  the  point  of  influence,  but  had  not  adduced 
a  fingle  example,  in  which  that  influence  was  to  be  increafed 
by  the  prefent  bill.    On  this  fubjeft,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that 
it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  explain  in  what  the  influence  from 
the  appointment  of  writers  confided.     Upon  this  point,  he 
only  wifhcd  the  Houfe  to  advert  to  the  regulations  under  which 
the  fervice  in  India  is  placed.     The  writer  or  cadet  could  only 
hope  to  rife  to  employments  of  trud,  after  he  had  palled  through 
many  inferior  gradations  of  fervice.     Offices  of  truft  could  no 
longer  be  given  away  at  difcrction,  but  were  conferred  on  thofe 
whofe  rank,  perfeverance,  and  talents  entitled  them  to  this 
reward.     The  influence,  therefore,  acquired  by  Adminiffaa- 
tion»  from  the  appointment  of  writeirs  and  cadets  by  the  Di- 
reftors,  (fuppofing  that  Court  to  be  under  the  guidance  of  Mi- 
niders)  was  placed  at  fo  great  a  didance,  that  it  gave  no  new 
or  unconditutipnal  patronage  to  the  Crown.     Upon  the  in- 
fluence from  the  appointment  of  Governors  and  Commanders 
in  Chief,  which  the  right  honoiurable  gentleman  had  alTertcd 
to  be  indiredly  in  the  Crown,  though  direAly  in  the  Com- 
pany ;  he  would  only  fay,  that  no  new  influence  was  heie 
grafped  at,  iince  the  exiding  fydem  was  only  to  be  continued. 
This  fydem,  bowevet,  had  been  reprobated,  as  vicious  zni 
diigraaefuL ;  and  the&  heavy  cenfures,  fupported  by.a  rcftiocfs^ 
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%o  the  iith  claufe  of  the  bill  of  17^4,  though  that  claufe  was 
jiot  in  the  Icaft  applicable  to  the  fubjed.  That  claufe,  as  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  went  only  to  eftabliOi  the 
power  of  the  Commillioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  to  require 
the  mod  full  information  from  the  Direftors  ;  but  the  fixth 
claufe,  upon  which  the  declaratory  bill  reftcd,  was  overlooked 
by  hitn,  becaufe  it  would  not  anfwerhis  purpofe  ;  for  it  eftab- 
lifhes,  '^  that  the  Board  fhall  be  fully  authorifed  and  impow- 
cred,  from  time  to  time,  to  fupcrintend,  direft,  and  control 
all  ads,  operations,  and  concerns,  which  in  any  wife  relate 
to  the  civil  or  military  government  or  revenues  of  the  Britifli 
territorial  pofleflions  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;"  fo  that  the  declara- 
tory bill,  in  fad,  was  only  a  fuller  explanation  of  the  bill  of 
1 784.  Mr.  Pitt  next  begged  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
fubjed,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  had  in- 
troduced, viz.  the  influence  which  his  own  bill  was  to  give, 
compared  with  that  at  prefent  under  confideration.  By  the 
one,  not  only  the  appoiatments  at  home,  but  all  the  appoint- 
ments abroad,  were  to  be  in  his  Commiflioners  ;  by  the  other^ 
the  whole  appointments  were  to  be  left  with  the  DireAors, 
referving  (agreeably  to  the  exifHng  afts  of  Parliament)  the 
power  of  recall  to  the  King.  However  unwilling  I  ana  (faid 
Mr.  Pitt)  to  enter  farther  into  this  comparifon,  I  muft  be  for- 
given for  pointing  out,  that  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's bill,  from  writers  and  cablets  to  the  higheft  offices  in 
India,  not  lefs  than  four  hundred  offices  Were  to  be  in  the  no- 
mination of  his  Commiffioncrs.  I  will  admit  that  this  bill  did 
not  apparently  tend  to  increafc  the  influence  of  the  Crown  ; 
but  a  very  flight  attention  to  its  provifions  will  difcover  (what 
is  by  ho  means  paradoxical)  that  it  either  might  be  ufed  to  in- 
ereafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  or  to  diminilh  it,  and  in  a 
manner  fubverfive  of  the  conftitution.  It  would  have  increafed 
it,  when  thefe  Commiffioncrs  fhould  chufc  to  aft  in  union 
with  the  Crown  ;  and  it  would  have  decreafed  it,  when  they 
might  chufe  to  zSt  independently  of  the  Crown  ;  that  is,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  bill  created  an  immenfe  patro- 
tiage,  which  was  to  be  concentrated  in  a  political  party,  for- 
Hjidable  to  the  Crown  when  in  oppofition,  and  adding  to  its 
influence  when  in  power.  Upon  this  fubjeft,  however,  the 
public  ofinioa  had  been  made  up  at  the  time,  and  hail  conti* 
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Bued  unaltered.  Had  that  bill  pafled  into  a  laWy  (and  he  thank* 
cd  God  that  it  had  not)  our  happy  conftitution  would  have 
been  fubverted.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  indeed,  had 
limited  the  power  to  be  given  to  his  Commiflioners  to  the  pe- 
riod of  four  years  ;  that  was,  during  the  period  of  the  exifting 
Parliament ;  and,  vety  probably,  that  might  be  his  reafon  for 
the  period  to  which  he  was  now  willing  to  extend  the  term  of 
the  Company's  charter,  without  reflefting,  that  limiting  the 
cxclufive  privilege  to  four  years,  would  neceiTarily  cripple  the 
Company,  preclude  them  from  extending  their  commerce,  and 
prevent  them  from  contributing,  in  the  manner  the  prefent  biU 
propofes,  to  the  refourcesof  the  nation.  Mr.  Pitt,  therefore, 
concluded  with  obferving,  that  if  the  Houfe  thought  the  fubjcft 
had  been  fufliciently  detailed,  argued  upon,  and  underfiood, 
they  would  negative  the  amendment,  and  agree  with  him  ia 
the  period  tq  which  the  Company's  exclufive  privilege  ought 
to  be  extended. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  given 
no  inftance  of  the  hiftorical  inaccuracy  which  he  had  imputed 
to  him ;  but  a  bare  fuppofition,  founded  not  on  recoUeflion, 
but  a  prefumption  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Declaratory 
bill  muft  have  been  argued.     He  could  appeal  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  thofe  who  remembered  better,  that  it  was  defended  on 
the  claufe  of  which  he  had  mentioned  the  preamble ;  and  with 
fo  much  the  more  confidence  that  the  words  of  another  claufe, 
now  quoted  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  the  groond 
of  defence,  would  have  been  nothing  to  the  purpofe.    That 
the  preamble  of  the  claufe  in  which  he  faid  that  bill  was  de- 
fended, feemed  rather  adverfe  than  favourable  to   the  argu- 
ment, was  of  little  weight ;  for  it  was  the  common  charaftcr 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  meafures  to  profefs  one 
thing  in  the  preamble,  and  enadl  another  in  the  enafting  part. 
He  was  ready  to  own  the  charge  of  inattention  to  a  certain 
degree,  but  it  was  a  fault  which  he  fhared  with  others,  who 
had  thought  as  he  did  on  India  affairs  on  former  occafioiWi 
and  who  had  probably  been  lefs  diligent  in  their  inqyiries  at 
prefent,  from  believing  with  him  and  half  the  town,  that  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  was  not  to  be  concluded  this  feflionof 
Parliament.     He  had  heard  at  Iciaft  three  fourths  of  the  capital 
fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas,)  whf 
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opened  the  bufinefs ;  and  well  remembered,  that  in  prefcnt- 
ing  his  propoFitions  he  faid,  that  the  proper  time  of  difcuffing 
them,  would  be  at  a  future  flage.     When  they  appeared  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  it  was  hurried  forward,  with  unufual  pre* 
cipitation;  for  it  was  read  a  fecond  time  on  Friday,  and  com* 
xnitted  for  Monday.     The  papers  on  the  table  were  not  fuiH- 
cient  information   on  a  fubjeft  of   fuch  magnitude.     The 
Houfe  ought  to  have  gone  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  the 
commercial  part  alone ;  and  it  was  more  peculiarly  the  duty  of 
Minifters  to  take  care  that  the  information  (hould  be  full.     It 
'vras  no  doubt  a  very  honourable  office,  which  it  was  attempted 
to  aflign  to  him,  but  an  office  which  he  begged  leave  to  de- 
cline— ^That  he  was  to  be  the  mover  of  inquiry  upon  all  occa- 
flons,  and  that  when  he  forbore  to  move  for  more  information 
than  Minifters  chofe  to  give,  he  was  then  to  'be  precluded 
from  faying  that  more  was  Qeceflary.     His  India  bill  had  been 
charged  with  creating  a  new  influence,  when  in  hSt  it  did  no- 
thing more  than  transferred  to  a  Board  of  Commiffioners  the 
influence  which  the  Court  of  DireSors  before  poflefled — but 
thofe  Commiffioners,  it  was  faid,  would  have  been  his  Com- 
miffioners— His  Commiffioners! — Let  the  Houfe  recolledl  the 
names  of  thofe  Commiffioners — Earl  Fitzwilliam,  whom  he 
ihould  never  mention,  but  to  exprefs  theafFe£lioh  which  he  felt 
bimfelf,  and  the  efteem  which  he  felt  in  common  with  all  who 
heard  him,  at  their  head,  and  fay  whether  or  not  they  would 
have  been  his  Commiffioners. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment. 

Ayes,  132;    Noes,  26. 
The  only  other  claufe  which  called  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,   was  that  for  fending  chaplains,    fchool makers,  and 
miffionaries,   to  promulgate  ufeful  knowledge  and  the  true  re- 
ligion among  the  natives  of  India. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  objeded  to  this  claufe,  as  bringing  an  unne- 
ceffitry  burden  and  expence  upon  the  Company. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  warmly  fupported  and  recom- 
mended  it.  Reforting  to  hiflory,  and  to  extrads  from  the  let- 
ters of  feveral  of  the  more  eminent  fervants  of  the  Company, 
he  inferred,  that  the  natives  of  India^  and  more  particularly 
the  Brahmins,  were  funk  into  the  mod  abjeA  ignorance  and 
▼ice 9  and  that  it  would  be  difgraceful  to  the  Britilh  nation  to 
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do  lefs  for  enlightening  and  informing  the  minds  of  at  leaft 
fifteen  or  fixteen  millions  of  their  Indian  fubjefts,  in  this 
deplorable  fituation,  than  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  left 
inftruQed,  and  lefs  powerful  than  we  were,  had  done  for  their 
fubjcfls  in  the  Eaft  ;  more  particularly,  when  no  better  apolo- 
gy had  been  offered,  but  that  of  faving  an  expence,  which 
muft  be  trifling  compared  with  the  importance  of  the  meafurc. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  alTured  the  Houle,  and  Mr.  Wilberforcc, 
vrhofc  humanity  and  whofe  principles  he  equally  admired  and 
refpefted,  that  he  had  difficulties  refpefting  this  claufe ;  not 
becaufe  he  was  lefs  anxious  than  the  honourable  mover  to  pro- 
mote fo  beneficent  a  purpofe,  or  becaufe  he  was  not  convinced, 
like  him,  that  the  tniths  of  religion  were  the  bed  means  for 
promoting  the  happinefs  of  mankind,   but  becaufe  he  was 
doubtful  whether  the  means  propofed  would  anfwcr  the  im- 
portant end  intended  by  them.«    In  every  age,  the  Hindoos, 
though  they  were  a  timid  and  innocent  people,  yet  had  been 
Angularly  bigoted  in  their  religious  prejudices;  he  was,  there- 
fore, doubtful  whether  any  fyftem  of  profelytifm  would  anfwcr 
the  beneficent  end  in  view.     The  objcft,  however,  he  wiQied 
not  to  lofe  fight  of,  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  fullcft  information  refpefting  the  means  by  which  it 
could  be  moft  prafticably  effeAed,    The  palling,  h(\wever,  of 
the  prefent  charter,  did  not  (as  had  been  fuppofcd)  preclude 
the  Houfe  from  taking  up  the  fiibjefl:  fot  twenty-one  years ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  open  to  difcuflion,  at  any  time,  during      i 
-.that  period.     If  the  Houfe,  therefore,  could  agree  to  omit 
this  claufe,  he  was  ready,  upon  a  future  occafion,  to.  give  it 
every  confideration,  which  its  importance  required. 

Mr.  FOX  objeftcd  to  the  whole  of  the.meafure,  not  be- 
caufe lime  was  necelfary  for  him,  to  fatisfy  his  doubts  upon 
the  fubjecl,  but  becaufe'  he  confidered  all  fyftems  of  profely- 
tifm as  wrong  in  themfelvei;,  and  as  produSive,  in  moft  cafes, 
of  abufe  and  of  political  mifchref.  The  church  eftabliflied  in 
this  country,  was  not  paid  for,  with  the  objeft  of  making 
profclytes,  but  becaufe  the  fyftem  of  religion  which  it  pro- 
fefles  to  teach  is  that  one  which  is  the  moft  approved  6f  by 
thofe  who  pay. 

After  a  few  obfervations  from  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  on 
the  expediency  of  delaying  this  meafure  to  another  feftion, 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  agreed  to  ftriking  out  the  claufc, 
Tvith  an  intimation  that  he  (hould  bring  it  forward  in  a  diftinft 
£hape  next  feflion. 

The  bill  was  then  paffed,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 
Monday y  T]th  May. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ELLIOT  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  receiving  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  for  dif- 
franchifing  certain  ele£lors  of  the  borough  of  Stockbridge, 
fhould  be  read ;  which  having  been  read  accordingly  ; 

On  the  queftion,  that  the  report  be  now  received,  a  debate 
of  confiderablc  length  took  place  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which,  it 
"Was  argued,  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  and  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
tion, that  the  evidence  appearing  on  the  minutes  of  the  Com- 
mittee, went  to  prove  in  a  clear  and  fatisfadory  manner,  that 
Si  niajority  of  the  ele&ors  at  the  lafl  eledion,  had  been  guilty 
of  corruption — ^That  in  fuch  a  cafe,  it  was  proper  and  juft 
to  make  an  arrangement  for  preventing  fimilar  abufes  in  fu- 
ture— That  the  laying  open  the  borough,  was  the  beft  means 
of  attaining  that  objed,  and  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  matter 
of  experiment,  becaufe  the  good  efFeds  of  it  had  been  afcer- 
tained  in  other  cafes,  particularly  in  the  cafe  of  Criclade, 
and  that  the  bill  did,  by  no  means,  go  to  incapacitate  any  of  the 
de&ors  of  the  borough  of  Stockbridge,  but  only  to  extend  the 
right  of  voting  to  certain  other  perfons,  who  were  to  enjoy  it 
along  with  them : — On  thefe  grounds,  the  motion  for  receiving 
the  report  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  Buxton,  Mr. 
Serjeant  Watfon,  Sir  Francis  Baflet,  and  Mr.  Hardinge. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  denieJ,  that  there  appeared,  in 
the  minutes  of  the  Committee  any  evidence  which  could  fa- 
tisfy  the  Houfe,  that  a  majority  of  the  eleftors  had  been  guilty 
of  corruption,  or  indeed  that  any  of  them  had  been  fo — that 
the  right  of  eleftive  franchife  was,  in  true  legal  and  conftitu- 
tional  language,  a  valuable  and  important  right  and  privilege, 
the  communication  of  whfch  to  others  was  in  faft  an  incapa-^ 
citation,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  at  pre* 
fent  enjoyed  ;  that,  in  this  view  the  prcfent  bill  was  truly  a  bill 
of  pains  and  penalties,  and  was  therefore  unjuft,  both  as  pro- 
ceeding without  evidence  of  guilt,  and  becaufe  it  would  operate 
as  an  ex  poftfaifo  la^v,  againft  perfons  who  had  no  intimation 
aprloriy  that,  by  ading  as  they  did,  they  would  befubjeded 
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to  fuch  a  punifhmcnt  as  was  inflifled  by  the  prefent  bill.  On 
thcfe  grounds  the  motion  was  oppofed,  and  a  negative  given 
to  the  bill,  by  Sir  Richard  Hill,  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  Mr. 
Powys,  Mr.  Barham,  and  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Ge- 
nerals. 

The  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  2i ;    ^oes,  42-         Majority  againft  the  bill,    9 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tue/day,  oSLth  May. 

After  fomc  private  bufmefs,  feveral  revenue  bills  were  mov- 
ed for  by  Mr.  Rofe. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  Ab 
bufmefs.  He  faid  that  it  was  expe£ted  the  feflion  would  con- 
clude about  the  birth  day,  and  if  fo,  there  could  not  be  time 
for  the  proper  drfcuflion  of  much  important  bufinefs,  aixflic 
muft  fay>  he  did  not  think  that  any  thing  was  fo  deferving  of 
the  fevereft  reprobation  of  the  Houfe,  as  the  pradice  of  delay- 
ing, to  the  end  of  the  feflion,  bufmefs  of  magnitude  and  puUic 
importance,  becaufe  it  was  impoflible  tor  many  of  the  Mem- 
bers to  be  prefent  at  this  time  of  the  year,  for  they  muft  have  a 
feafon  for  attending  to  their  concerns  in  the  country ;  he  there- 
fore begged  it  to  be  underdood  that  this  mode  of  condufiing 
the  public  bufmefs  met  his  reprobation. 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  that  the  bufmefs  now  brought  forward 
was  not  of  the  importance  the  honourable  gentleman  fuppofcdy 
and  would  not  require  the  difcuflion  he  imagined. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  was 
highly  improper,  and  he  muft  fay,  that  it  appeared  to  him  to 
attach  blame  to  the  condudlors  of  it.  Laft  year  this  very  prac- 
tice was  complained  of,  and  he  underftood  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  have  been  a  little  pledged  to  bring  bufmefs  for- 
ward early  in  future.  With  regard  to  the  obfenration,  that 
what  was  now  to  come  on,  was  not  very  important,  afld 
would  not  require  much  difcuflion,  that,  Mr.  Sheridan  faidf 
was  a  point  which  the  praftice  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
prevented  from  being  afcertained,  for  who  could  know,  with- 
out an  opportunity  of  judj^ing^  whether  it  wa«  important  or 
not.  For  this  reafon  he  (hould  move,  that  thefe  bills,  and  the 
claufes  which  might^be  offered  oil  them,  fliould  be  printedi 
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^hat  the  Houfe  might  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  them 
'properly.  He  was  the  more  induced  to  do  this,  from  recol- 
lefling  the  nnmnner  in  which  many  meafiires  had  been  pailed 
SLiid  fmuggled  through  the  Houfe,  ^nder  the  aflurance  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  they  were  not  important,  which 
afterwards  were  difcovered  to  be  fo  important,  that  the  Houfe 
-had  been  obliged  to  explain,  alter,  and  amend  them. 

Mr.  ROSE  denied  that  he  had  caufed  any  meafure  to  bft 
fmuggled  through  the  Houfe ;  with  refpefl  to  the  bills  which 
iircre  now  before  it,  he  had  no  objeftion  to  their  being  printed. 
The  Houfe,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon 
^he  com  bill,  after  much  difcuflion,  came  to  fome  refdlution, 
-the  report  of  which  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Friday. 

By  a  melTage  from  the  Lords  the  Houfe  was  informed,  that 
their  Lordihips  will  proceed  farther  in  the  trial  of  Mr.  Had- 
•ings  on  Wednefday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  BURKE  faid,  that  for  him  and  the  other  managers  juft 
come  from  Weftminfter-Hall,  who  knew  what  evidence  had 
•been  given  upon  this  trial— to  what  volumes  it  amounted — ^the 
neceffity  there  would  be  for,  and  the  time  it  would  and  un- 
avoidably muft  take  in  printing,  the  fpace  allowed  by  their 
Lordlhips  appeared  too  fliort.  Their  Lordfhips,  he  feared, 
meafured  the  power  of  others  by  their  own  ftrength ;  had  they 
not,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for  them  to  require  the 
Managers  to  be  ready  to  proceed  to  their  reply  by  the  time 
now  propofed ;  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  thank  their  Lordfhips 
for  the  compliment  of  meafuring  his  and  the  other  Managers 
abilities  by  the  extent  of  their  own,  but  he  felt  himfelf  bound 
to  decline  the  honour  of  accepting  the  taflc  of  proving  thjB 
truth  of  the  compliment.  There  were  feveral  reafons  for  this 
on  the  part  of  the  Managers ;  much  of  the  evidence  was  un- 
printed,  and  by  fome  it  was  perhaps  unread,  and  to  come  to  a 
determination  on  this  unprinted,  unread  evidence,  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  cither  very  juft  or  judicious ;  he  was  therefore  of 
opinion  it  was  impoflible  for  the  Managers  to  comply  with 
their  Lordfliips'  kind  invitation  to  Weftminfter-Hall  until  they 
had  more  ample  materials  to  proceed  upon  than  they  could 
have  on  the  appointed  day.  But  to  be  very  ferious,  he  faid, 
there  never  was  a  more  important  ponit  to  be  confidered  in  the 
whole  of  this  bufineis  th^n  that  which  was  now  before  the 
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Houfe.    Their  Lord(hips,  nodoubt,  had  fully  confidered  thdr 
own  dignity  by  ihe  mefiage  which  the  Houfe  had  juil  received 
from  them.     But  the  caufe  of  juftice  required  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  to  take  time,  and  to  give  to  the  Managers  di- 
redions  upon  this  very  fcrious  buflnefs;  for  this  purpofe  he 
thought  of  moving  that  the  Houfe  fliould  not  proceed  farther 
on  the  trial  of  Warren  Haftings  until  they  have  farther  know- 
ledge upon  the  fubje6t.     The  perfon  accufed  had   this  day  in 
the  Court  at  Weftminfter-H^ll  made  fuch  an  extraordinary 
appeal  to  the  compaiTion  of  his  judges,  and  intimated  fome- 
thiiig  of  an  afFcded  delay  on  the  part  of  his  accufers;  he  had 
talked  of  his  declining  life,  and  his  ruined  fortune,  and  af- 
feded  to  fay,  that  he  fuffcred  from  the  injuftice  of  the  Mana- 
gers.    In  order,  therefore,  that  thefe  calumnies  Oiould  appear 
in  their  proper  colours,  he  held  it  his  duty,  and  accordingly 
did  inform  their  Lordfhips,  that  he  fliould  apply  to  his  confti- 
tuents,    the  Commons,  for  farther  inftruflions,  and  that  he 
fhould  fubmit  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe.     He  held  it  alfo  to 
be  proper'that  the  proceedings  of  this  trial  fliould  have  as  much 
publicity  as  poflible ;  and  therefore  he  fliould,  at  a  future  day, 
urge  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  declaration  upon  the  whole  cafe, 
previous  to  the  Managers  mak'mg  their  reply.     But  in  order  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  Houfe  upon  a  former  occadon,  he 
fliould  move,  that  the  journals  of  the  trial  of  Lord  Oxford  in 
1 717,  be  read,  which  being  done — it  appeared,  that  his  Lord- 
ftiip  flood  impeached ;  and  that  on  the  30th  of  May,  the  Lords 
fent  a  meflage  to  the  Commons,  ftating,  that  they  would  pro- 
ceed farther  in  that  trial  on  the  13th  of  June ;  in  the  mean  time 
a  Committee  was  appointed  to  report  to  the  Commons  upon 
the  fubje<a  of  that  trial.     Their  report  dated  reafons  for  not 
proceeding  to  the  trial  on  the  day  appointed  by  the  Lords,  on 
account  of  its  being  neceflary  to  review  papers,  &c.  and  on 
account  of  the  trial  having  been  interrupted  by  public  bufmefs, 
&c.    The  Houfe  of  Commons  then  ordered  a  meflage  to  the 
Lords  ftating,  that  they  could  not  proceed  to  the  trial  at  the 
time  appointed  for  it ;  this  meflage  went  to  the  Lords  on  the 
13th  of  June,  and  their  Lordfliips  farther  adjourned  the  trial 
to  the  24th. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  recommended  this  proceeding  to 
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he  left  in  the  firft  ind.mce,  as  in  the  cafe  quoted,  to  a  Szled 
Committ'^c. 

Mr.  BURKE  aHcntcd. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  fhould  fecond  the  motion  for  a  Seleft 
Committee,  although  he  fhould  have  approved  rather  of  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ;  he  hoped  they  would  make 
their  report  as  fpeedily  aspoffible ;  but  if  after  that  report  was 
made,  any  other  iTieafure  (hould  be  propofcd  that  tended  to  the 
publicity  of  the  proceedings  of  this  trial,  it  Ihould  have  his 
hearty  concurrence.  Tlic  trial  of  Lord  Oxford  had  been 
quoted  as  a  precedent  upon  this  occafion  ;  that  trial  was  not 
like  the  prefent ;  no  difrefpeft  came  from  that  accufed  perfon 
to  his  accufers.  But  the  defendant  had  this  day  been  advifed 
to  infinuate  that  there  had  been  an  afFefted  delay  on  the  partof 
the  Managers  of  his  profecution  ;  he  had  made  this  infinuation 
too  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  it  impoffible  for  the  Mana- 
gers to  guefs  to  what  part  of  their  conduS  he  alluded.  He 
cared  not  indeed  to  what  part  he  alluded  ;  for  when  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings  came  to  be  made  public,  and  when  the  con- 
duct of  the  Managers  of  the  profecution  came  to  be  compared 
with  the  conduft  on  the  part  of  the  defence,  there  would  b« 
ground  to  rejoice  on  the  part  of  the  profecution.  He  was  fure 
that  the  infinuation  of  the  defendant  of  dilatorinefs  on  the  part 
of  the  Managers  was  without  example  the  moft  unfounded. 
He  therefore  widied  that  fome  mode  fliould  be  adopted  to  pro- 
mote the  publicity  of  the  whole  proceedings,  to  (hew  to  the 
world  at  large,  that  the  Managers  and  the  Commons  had  done 
their  duty — that,  however,  was  matter  for  fubfequent  con  fide- 
ration  ;  he  hoped  that  this  Sele6l  Committee  would  proceed  to 
bufinefsas  eaily  as  poflible. 

Mr.  GREY  approved  of  this  meafure. 

Mr.  BURKE  then  moved,  *'  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed  to  confider  the  (late  of  the  impeachment  againft  Warren 
Haftings,  Efq.  and  report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe." 

The   following  gentlemen  were   then  appointed  for  the 
Committee. 


Mr.  Burke 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt 
Mr.  Wilberforcc 
Lord  Mornington 


Mr.  Tcnkinfoa 
Mr.  Ryder 
Mr.  Baker 
Mr.  Powyg 
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Mr.  Hufley 

Mr.  Charles  Townfliend 

Lord  Carysforl 

Mr.  W.  Smith 

Mr.  Windham 

Mr.  Dent 

Mr.  Lambton 

Mr.  Carew 


Mr.  Dudley  North 
The  Secreury  at  War 
Mr.  Fox 
Mr.  Sheridan 
Mr.  Grey 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Bart. 
Mr.  Whitbread,  jun. 
Mr.  Wigley. 


Mr.  BAKER  faid,  that  the  fubjefk  to  which  he  meant  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  was  To  immediately  conneded 
with  the  important  bufmefs  which  had  juft  been  under  their 
confideration,  that  he  was  defirous  to  bring  it  forward  before 
any  thing  e\fc  fhould  intervene.  He  alluded,  he  faid,  to  a  pa- 
ragraph, in  a  newfpaper  called  The  World,  publifhed  ycftcr- 
day,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  mod  fcandalous  libel  upon 
the  Managers  of  the  impeachment  againft  Mr.  HaftingSy  and, 
throi'gh  them,  upon  that  Houfe. 

He  was  convinced  that  fuch  words,  as  were  there  ftated  to 
have  paJcd,  never  did  nor  could  have  aSually  pilTed.  [We 
underltood,  from  the  fubfeqi:ent  converfation,  that  Mr.  Baker 
alliidcd  to  fome  exprcifions  itated  to  have  fallen  from  the  Arch- 
bidiop  of  York.]  Hv^  had  not  made  up  his  mind  how  it  might 
be  proper  to  proceed  in  the  bufinefs  ^  and,  thinking  it  fuSicieot 
for  hi:u  to  have  tiiksn  notice  of  it,  he  would  wi(h  to  leave  the 
mode  of  proceeding  to  the  wiPJom  and  difcretion  of  the  Houfe : 
but,  in  whatever  way  it  might  be  thought  proper  to  take  up 
the  bufinefs,  he  was  defirous  that  it  fliould  be  proceeded  in  as 
formally  and  as  fpeedily  as  poffible.  It  was  not,  he  faid,  his 
intention  to  proceed  to  any  difcuflion  of  the  bufinefs  at  that 
time,  and  he  therefore  believed  it  had  been  rightly  fuggefted  to 
him,  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Burke)  that  it  would 
be  better  not  to  read  the  paragraph  he  had  mentioned ;  for,  to 
read  it,  and  to  proceed  upon  it  inftantly,  he  was  furc  would 
be  impoflTible  ;  he  would  therefore  content  himfelf  with  giving 
notice  that,  on  Thurfday  npxt,  he  would  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  in  fuch  a  (hape  as  (hould,  upon  confideration, 
appear  to  him  moft  proper. 

Mr.  C.TOWNSHEND  urged  the  propriety  of  delaying  the 
bufinefs,  at  leaft  for  theprefent,  on  accoimt  of  the  recent  lofs 
in  the  family  of  the  moft  Rev.  Prelate  whofe  name  had  been 
mentioned  in  it. 
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Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Burke^  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  faid  a  few 
"^pirords  on  the  fubjeft ;  and  Mr.  Baker  agreed,  in  the  mean* 
time,  to  withdraw  the  notice  he  had  given  for  bringing  for- 
-v^ard  the  bufinefs  on  Thurfday  next. 

Adjourned  to  Thurfday. 

Thurfday^  30/A  May* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a 

mcflage  from  His  Majefty  to  this  Houfe,  figned  by  His  Ma- 

jeity ;  and  he  prefented  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  read 

by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majefty y  being  dejirous  that  the  annuity  of  two  thoufand 

pounds,  which y  in  confequence  of  the  eminent  and  Jignal  feruices 

performed  by  the  late  Lord  Rodney ^  was  granted  by  an  a£l  of  the 

twenty-third  year  of  His  Majefifs  reign  to  the  faid  Lord  Rodmy^ 

and  to  the  two  next  perfons  on  whom  the  title  of  Lord  Rodney 

JbouU  defcendy  fhould  be  further  continued  to  the  perfons  on  whom 

the  title  of  Lord  Rodney  ft)all  hereafter  defcend^  but  His  Majefly 

net  having  it  in  his  power  to  extend  the  faid  grant  beyond  the  ex^ 

ijiing  term,  recommends  it  to  his  faithful  Commons  to  confider  of  a 

proper  method  of  extending  andfecuring  the  fame  ^  infuch  manner 

nsjhedl  be  thought  moft  effeSlual  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  the 

faid  Lord  Rodney,  on  whom  the  faid  title  flidll  defcend. 

G.R. 
Refolvedy  *'  That  this  Houfe  will,  to-morrow  morning,  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  His 
Majefty's  faid  moft  gracious  meflage  into  confideration." 

Mr.  CHARLES  TOWNSHEND  brought  up  the  report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the 
impeachment  againft  Warren  Ha(lings>  Efq. 

The  Report  dated,  that  the  Committee  had  made  inquiry 
into  the  ftate  of  the  impeachment,  and  found  that  in  confide- 
ration  of  the  defendant's  cafe  having  been  clofed,  and  much 
evidence  not  yet  printed,  as  well  as  the  fpecches  of  Counfel, 
the  Managers  could  not  be  prepared  to  proceed  to  their  reply 
at  the  time  appointed  by  the  Lords  for  that  purpofe.  That 
with  regard  to  the  charge  on  the  head  of  Benares,  they  would 
be  ready  to  proceed  on  the  12th  of  June,  but  could  not  be 
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Tcady  in  the  other  charges  for  a  confiderablc  time,  probably 
aot  Icfs  than  four  or  five  weeks. 

Mr.  TOWNSHEND  then  moved,  "  that  a  mcflage  be 
fent  to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  reafons  why  this 
Houfe  cannot  proceed  to  the  trial  of  Warren  Hafllngs,  Efq., 
at  the  time  appointed,  and  to  defire  that  the  fame  may  be  put 
off  to  a  future  day." 

Mr.  WIGLEY  faid,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  not  affent  to 
any  propofition  which  tended  to  protrafl  this  trial,  already 
protraded  much  too  long.  He  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of 
the  Committee  who  prepared  the  Report  now  before  them ; 
that  Committee  were  fatisfied  of  the  propriety  of  it ;  he  was 
not ;  and,  upon  a  view  of  the  whole  cafe,  he  was  fatisfied  that 
the  meflage  now  propofed  ought  not  to  be  fent  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  confidently  with  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  they  ought  to  be  ready  to  proceed,  through  the  me- 
dium of  their  Managers,  on  the  day  appointed  by  their  Lord- 
fliips.  He  then  flated  the  condu£l  of  the  Maijagers  to  have 
been,  in  his  opinion,  the  chief  caufe  of  the  great  length  of  the 
prefent  trial ;  that  they  put  queflions  to  witneffes  which  were 
irregular,  and  had  offered  evidence  for  the  profecution  which 
was  inadmiflible,  and  that  the  Judges  had  often  been  of  that 
opinion  when  the  Lords  took  their  advice  upon  thefe  points. 
With  refpe6t  to  the  Report  now  upon  the  table,  he  confidered 
it  to  have  been  framed  chiefly  from  the  advice  and  opinion  of 
a  right  honourable  Manager  who  was  one  of  the  Members  of 
the  Committee  (Mr.  Burke}.  He  had  afked  that  right  honou- 
rable Manager,  in  the  Committee,  fome  queftions  relative  to 
fome  of  the  charges  of  the  impeachment,  to  which  he  had  not 
received  fatisfaftory  anfwers. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  learned  gentleman  to  order,  and 
informed  him  that  he  could  not  regularly  ftate  to  the  Houfe 
any  thing  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  Report  that  was  not  in  the 
Report  itfclf,  unlefs  he  intended  to  move  for  its  recommit- 
ment. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  then  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  as  the  right 
honourable  Manager  had  for  fo  many  years  attended  to  the  af- 
fairs, of  India,  and  for  that  purpofe  had  read  books  at  the 
India  Houfe,  he  could  not  be  unprepared  to  proceed  upon  this 
bufmefs  at  this  time.    He  hinted  that  Mr.  Haflings  was  un- 
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ftirly  treated  on  the  part  of  this  profccution,  and  that,  to  his 
Icnowledge,  had  not  Mr.  Haftings  applied  to  his  own  friends^ 
IVfembers  of  that  Honfe,  to  attend  early,  a  Houfe  would  frc- 
cjuently  not  have  been  formed  to  proceed  to  the  trial  in  time 
fufficient  for  bufinefs  in  Weftminfter  Hall.  He  maintained 
that  no  delay  came  from  Mr.  Haftings  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fence :  he  was  clearly  convinced,  on  a  view  of  the  whole  fub- 
jeAt  that  farther  time  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  the  Managers 
to  proceed  upon  this  trial. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  learned  gentleman  had  oppofed  the 
motion  now  before  the  Houfe  upon  fair  ground,  namely,  upon 
the  ground  of  delay  ;  that  delay  he  had  pretty  plainly  imputed 
to  the  Managers  :  the  queftion,  therefore,  muft  be  with  regard 
to  that  learned  gentleman's  objeftions,  whether  the  Managers 
had  been  guilty  of  any  unneccflary  delay,  on  their  part,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  trial  ?  Firft  of  all,  he  bqgged  leave  to  proteft 
againft  the  truth  of  the  allegation,  arid  to  declare,  that  to  his 
knowledge  there  had  not  been,  on  the  part  of  the  Managers, 
any  delay  whatever.  He  did  not  fay  that  there  had  not  been 
delay  fome  where,  nor  that  fuch  delay  might  not  have  been  ne- 
celTary  ;  all  that  he  alTerted  was,  and  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
prove  it  before  he  fat  down,  that  whatever  delay  there  had 
been,  or  whether  it  was  ileceflary  or  unnecelTary,  it  did  not 
proceed  in  any  one  inftance  from  the  Managers.  Suppofing, 
therefore,  for  a  moment,  that  this  was  the  cafe,  which  he  pro- 
mi  fed  he  (hould  be  able  to  prove,  he  would  then  aflc,  whether 
there  was  'a  man  in  that  Houfe,  in  this  country,  or  in  this 
world,  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  this  proceeding, 
who  did  not  know  that  that  which  had  taken  up  fo  much  time 
already  for  evidence,  did  not  alfo  require  great  time  for  delibe- 
ration ?  Was  it  not  poffiblc  that  there  (hould  be  more  evi- 
dence to  be  offered  on  the  part  of  the  profecution  when  that  on 
the  part  of  the  defence  came  to  be  deliberately  examined,  in  or- 
der to  rebut  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  ?  Did 
not  this  rule  apply  to  the  other  fide,  when  the  profecution  was 
clofed  ?  Did  it  not  apply  to  all  judicial  proceedings,  and 
more  particularly  to  thofe  of  a  criminal  nature  ?  Let  the 
Houfe  look  at  the  courfe  of  the  trial  from  its  commencement. 
On  the  part  of  the  Managers,  much  of  the  time  had  been  taken 
up  in  reading  the  articles  of  charge,  and  the  evidence  to  fup- 
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port  tl)cm  ;  and  let  them  look  at  the  different  mode  adopted  for 
the  other  fide.     On  the  part  of  the  profecution,  the  whole  of 
the  evidence,  at  the  requeft  of  the  defendant's  Counfel,  was 
read  at  length.     On  the  part  of  the  defence,  various  parts  of 
the  evidence  were  entered  as  read,  for  the  purpofe  of  faviog 
time,  referring  to  vohjmes  of  books  to  be  printed  by  the  Ma- 
nagers, before  they  (hould  proceed  to  reply.     The  Managers 
might  have  infifted  on  the  evidence  for  the  defence  being  read 
at  large,  like  that  on  the  part  of  the  profecution  ;  but  for  the 
purpofe  of  avoiding  delay  as  much  as  poffible  they  had  confcnt- 
ed  to  this  expeditious  mode.     He  was  not  blaming  the  Coun- 
fel  for  the  defendant  for  infifting  on  all  the  evidence  from 
books,  on  the  part  of  the  profecution,  being  read  at  full ;  per- 
haps they  were  very  right ;  but  then  he  expefted  that  there 
ihould  come  from  that  quarter  no  complaint  of  delay  after- 
wards, efpecially  when  out  of  favour  to  them  the  Managq^ 
had  confented  to  fhorten  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fence, and  giving  it  all  the  efFeft  which  it  could  have  from  be- 
ing read,  by  confenting  to  enter  it  as  having  been  read  at  the 
trial,  and  confequently  printed  with  the  other  evidence.     This 
the  Counfcl  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  could  not  have  done 
without  the  confent  of  the  Managers,  and  yet  thofe  very  Ma- 
nagers, who  had  been  compelled  to  go  through  their  own  evi- 
derlce  at  full  length,  becaufe  the  Counfel  for  the  defendant  in- 
fixed upon  their  doing  fo,  and  who  had  confented  to  accom* 
modate  the  defendant  with  the  bcfl  mode  of  managing  his  de* 
fence,  becaufe  his  Counfel  defired  it  for  the  fake  of  expedi- 
tion, were  now  to  be  charged  by  thefe  very  Counfel  with  ha* 
ving  wilfully  caufed  delay  on  the  prefent  trial.     But  it  had 
been  faid,  that  the  Managers  had  occafioned  delay,  by  propo- 
ling  queftions  which  could  not  regularly  be  a(ked,  and  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges  had  been  often  given  againfl  them  upon 
that  occafion,  and  that  they  had  offered  evidence  which  was 
inadmiflible.     Upon  this  he  mud  confefs,  that  if  there  was 
any  reproach  to  attach  to  the  Managers  for  fuch  condud,  he 
was  ambitious  of  having  his  (bare  of  it,  and  he  claimed  a  great 
one. 

He  fhould  not  now  fay  any  thing  upon  the  opinions  of  thofe 
who  thought  the  proceedings  of  the  Managers  vexatious  in  that 
refpeft ;  he  would  be  contented  with  obferving,  that  whaterer 

2 


A.I793*  DEBATES.  595 

their  Lordfliips  might  think  upon  the  propriety  of  refiifing 
evidence  offered  by  the  Managers,  he  thought  that  the  Mana- 
gers would  have  been  highly  reprehenfible  if  they  had  negledl- 
cd  to  tender  it,  and  that  the  general  ground  for  refufing  to  re- 
ceive that  evidence  apjpeared  to  him  ridiculous,  and  the  argu- 
ment upon  it  prepofterous  ;  for  it  was  faid,  that  although  the 
evidence  in  itfclf  might  amount  to  fomething,  yet  it  would  not 
*  t^ifb  a  degree  of  prefumption  in  its  favour  to  entitle  it  to  ad- 
roiflion,  thus  taking  the  weight  of  evidence  as  an  argument 
againfl  its  competency  ;  and  with  refpeft  to  the  opinions  of 
the  Judges,  he  could  only  fay,  that  the  Managers  never  knew 
the  principle  on  which  they  proceeded,  as  they  always  gave 
thofe  opinions  before  the  Lords,  (hut  up  in  their  Chamber  of 
Parliament,  to  the  abfolute  exclufion  of  Grangers  ;  and  there- 
fore from  fuch  opinions  given  in  the  dark,  and  to  the  Mana- 
gers totally  behind  the  curtain,  they  had  no  rule  for  their  gui- 
dance and  improvement,  and  therefore  they  were  obliged  to 
periifl  in  every  queftion  they  put  that  might  have  been  objefled 
to  by  the  defendant's  Counfel,  not  knowing  what  the  Judges 
would  approve  or  what  they  would  difapprove.  The  next 
confideration  was,  upon  the  matter  of  fadl,  with  refpeft  to 
the  time  which  the  difcuflion  of  this  impeachment  had  already 
taken  up.  It  was  faid,  it  had  lafted  fix  years.  It  had  fo; 
how  many  days  had  been  employed  in  that  period  ?  Only  116. 
In  one  year  only  20  days  had  been  allowed.  If  the  Lords  re- 
quired any  extraordinary  diligence  from  the  Managers,  their 
Lordfhips,  from  the  example  they  gave,  did  not  require  that 
diligence  with  a  very  extraordinary  good  grace.  The  Mana- 
gers, however,  did  not  wifti  to  be  extravagant  in  their  requi- 
fitions  to  their  Lordfhips;  for  they  afked  only  for  a  week  upon 
important  ground  for  proceeding  upon  this  trial,  although  the 
Lords  had  taken  months  for  themfelves  without  condefcending 
to  aflign  any  ground  whatever.  How  ftood  the  cafe  with  re- 
fpect  to  fpeeches  before  the  Lords  upon  this  trial  ?  Upon  the 
Benares  charge,  which  he  had  the  honour  of  opening,  he  fpoke 
only  one  day,  and  an  honourable  friend  of  his  another  day. 
Two  days  were  confumed  in  fpeeches  from  the  Managers  on 
this  point ;  eight  were  taken  up  by  the  Counfel  for  the  defen- 
dant in  anfwering  this.     He  did  not  fay  that  the  Counfel  took 

up  too  much  time  ^  he  dared  fay  it  was  too  little  for  the  bufi- 

A  n  ft 
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jiefs  they  undertook  ;  but  he  mentioned  this  to  Ihew  how  Ac 
truth  was  with  regard  to  the  queftion  of  delay.     Another  thing 
was  to  be  noticed  upon  this  trial,  and  it  arofe  out  of  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  of  its  commencement.     When  the  Lords  faid  to 
the  Managers  that  they  fhould  not  aflc  for  judgement  charge 
after  charge  feparately,  but  that  Mr.  Hallings  (hould  hear  the 
whole  of  the  charges  to  be  exhibited  againft  him  before  he 
fhould  be  called  upon  to  make  a  defence  to  any,  —  why   was 
this  rule  not  to  be  followed  with  refped  to  the  Managers  in 
making  their  reply  to  the  defence  of  Mr.  Haftings  r  •    Why 
was  one  rule  to  be  followed  by  the  defendant,  and  another  to 
be  marked  out   for  the  profecutors  ?     For,  according  to  the 
mode  allowed  Mr.  Hallings  for  his  defence,  the   Managecs 
ought  to  have  time  to  perufe  the  whole  of  the  defence  before 
they  proceeded  to  reply  to  it.     And  if  the  Counfel  for  the  de- 
fendant required  time  to  anfwer  the  fpeeches  of  the  Managers, 
and  to  rebut  the  evidence  called  for  the  profecution,  why  was 
there  not  to  be  time  for  the  reply  in  the  fame  manner  ?     He 
would  go  farther,  and  fay,  that  even  if  he  had  known  a  good 
while  ago  that  the  defence  would  have  been  clofed  at  the  time 
it  was,  fie  was  then  entitled  to  think  and  expe£t  from  the  coji- 
duS  of  the  Lords,  upon  former  ftages  of  this  trial,   that  they 
would  not  have  called  upon  the  Managers  for  their  reply  till 
the  next  feffion  of  Parliament.     How  flood  fafts  upon  this 
point?     On  the  14th  of  February,  1791,  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons fcnt  a  meffage  to  the  Lords,  importing  that  they  were 
ready  to  proceed  upon  this  trial :  what  were  their  Lordihips 
plcafed  to  do  ?     Not  a  word  was  heard  from  them  until  the 
17th  of  May,  and  then,  as  might  be  fuppofed,  they  made  up 
by  their  activity  for  their  paft  negle6l.     How  rtood  the  fad  f 
How  many  days  did  their  Lordfhips  allow  to  the  Managers  to 
proceed  upon  this  trial  in  the  whole  of  that  year  r    Only  four, 
and  on  the  30th  of  May  their  Lordihips*  diligence  clofed  for 
the  feafon.     Did  they  then  tell  Mr.  Haftings  that  he   muft 
make  up  his  defence  to  what  had  been  exhibited  againlt  him  in 
a  week,  as  they  called  upon  the  Managers  to  reply  ?    Nothing 
like  it,  for  they  allowed  him  time  to  the  next  year.     Was 
there  one  law  for  Mr.  Haftings,  and  another  for  the  Mana- 
gers ?     He  conteiTed,  that,  upon  every  view  he  had  of  the 
fubjed  and  the  conduct  of  the  Lords,  he  expeded  that  xhcj 
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-would  not  have  called  upon  the  Managers  for  their  reply  until 
the  next  I'eflion.     Another  pan  of  the  bufinefs  was  alluded  to 
by  the  learixed  gentleman,  which  was,  that  Mr.  Haftings  had 
been  obliged  to  requeft  his  friends  to  come  down  to  the  Houfe 
on  the  day  of  trial  in  time  to  form  a  Houfe,  to  prevent  delay 
that  muft  otherwife  have  happened.     Upon  this  he  muft  fay, 
that  there  might,  out  of  the  1 16  days  which  had  been  taken  up 
in  this  trial,  be  three  or  four  on  which  perhaps  the  Lords  might 
have  waited  for  the  Comrfions  for  perhaps  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour :  this,  he  prefumcd,  was  not  very  difgraceful  to  the  Ma- 
nagers, nor  very  extraordinary,  for  on  fome  days  the  Chancel- 
lor did  not  come  b-jfore  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  fre- 
quently at  one,  and  if  he  fliould  by  accident,  without  any  in- 
timation to  the  Managers,  be  in  the  Hall  at  twelve,  it  was  not 
very  furprifing  that  the  Managers  were  not  in  Court  much  be- 
fore one  o^clock.     If  this  was  laid  as  matter  of  blame  upon 
the  Managers,  he  did  think  the  weight  of  the  accufation  not 
more  than  they  could  very  well  bear,  without  thinking  them- 
felves  likely  to  be  weighed  down  by  it.     It  feemed,  however, 
that  now  Mr.  Haftings  called  for  expedition  in  the  courfe  of 
this  trial,  in  hopes  of  having  final  judgement  this  feflion. 
Was  there  any  body  poflbflcd  of  the  leaft  knowledge  of  this 
fubjeft,  who  had  the  leaft  idea  that  final  judgement  could  be 
obtained  in  this  mighty  bufmefs  this  feflion  ?     If  there  was, 
he  confefled  himfelf  bound  to  admire  his  candour  and  his  con- 
fidence in  the  diligence  of  the  Lords.     The  moft  remarkable 
part  of  the  objedions  now  ftarted  againft  the  delay  of  the  Ma- 
nagers was  yet  remaining.     It  was  pretended  that  the  Mana- 
gers muft  know,  or  might  have  known,  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence long  ago,  for  that  the  whole  of  it   might  have  been 
printed.     To  which  he  anfwered,  that  was  impoflible,  for  a 
great  part  of  the  evidence,  on  the  part  of  the  defence,  had,  by 
theexprefs  deiire  of  the  defendant's  Counfel,  not  been  heard  as 
yet  by  any  body  in  that  Court,  having  been  carried  on  from 
page  to  page,  and  entered  upon  the  trial  as  read,  to  be  printed 
hereafter ;  and  even  this  could  not  be  ready  even  for  their 
Lordlhips  before  the  very  day  on  which  they  had  called  uppn 
the  Managers  to  appear  in  Weftmintter  Hall  to  rebut  it ;  and 
how  could  the  Managers  do  juftice  to  that  Houfe,  to  them- 
felves,  and  to  the  public,  in  fupport  of  this  profecution  under 
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fuch  lingular  circumftancesi  if  they  were  to  comment  npon 
evidence  which  they  never  heard  ?    With  regard  to  the  fpeccbes 
of  the  learned  Counfel  for  the  defendant,  he  confefled  himfelf 
unable  to  reply  to  them  alfo,  without  time  to  read  them  from 
the  tranfcript  of  the  (hort-hand  notes  taken  at  the  trial  ;  for 
under  the  idea  of  being  allowed  to  have  that  advantage,  he  bad 
waved  the  thought  of  taking  full  notes  himfelf^and  he  muft  bj, 
that  however  great  and  fplendid  might  be  the  talents  of  the 
learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  he  did  not  think  that  even 
be  would  be  well  pleafed  if  he  was  called  upon  to  reply  ^th- 
out  the  afliflance  to  which  he  alluded.     Was  it  therefore  now 
fit  that  the  Managers  fliould  be  called  upon  to  reply  In  tfab 
fituation  ?     Were  they  to  comment  upon  206  pages  of  evi- 
dence which  they  had  not,  and  which  they  could  not  have  read  ? 
Were  they  to  reply  to  fpeeches  which  took  up  altogether  near 
twenty-four  hours  to  deliver  without  readijig  them,  and  think* 
ing  on  the  arguments  contained  in  them  ?     He  confefled  him- 
felf unable  to  do  fo  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight,  more  he  did  not 
require.     There  was  another  point  which  he  had  hinted  at  be- 
fore, which  was,  that  it  was  poflible  that  evidence  (hould  be 
produced  in  reply,  and  yet  gentlemen  perfifted  in  faying,  that 
the  Managers  ought  to  go  on  without  farther  time,  before  they 
had  feen  all  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defence.     How 
was  it  poffible  to  know  what  the  evidence,  which  had  been  en- 
tered as  read,  might  turn  out  to  be  ?     When  gentlemen  came 
to  confider  thefe  points  properly,  he  hoped  the  time  the  Mana- 
gers aflced  would  not  appear  too  much,  and  that  they  were  not 
guilty  of  delay  on  their  part  in  taking  it,  if  allowed.     He  was 
ready,  after  the  time  propofed,  to  proceed  upon  the  fubje£l  erf 
the  Benares  charge,  at  the  fame  time  he  doubted  the  expediency 
of  it.     But  with  regard  to  the  other  charges,  he  muft  lay,  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  neither  confident  with  the  charader  of 
that  Houfe,  nor  with  juftice,  to  proceed  upon  the  others,  until 
much  more  time  was  taken  to  confider  of  the  whole  of  the  de- 
fence which  had  been  made  to  them  ;  rather  than  to  attempt 
to  anfwer  the  defence,  it  would  be  better  not  to  anfwer  at  all, 
but  to  leave  the  cafe  as  it  flood,  and  call  for  judgement  on  it : 
he  was,  however,  far  from  being  fure  that  even  that  would  be 
of  any  avail  to  the  defendant,  for  the  purpofe  of  having  judge- 
ment in  the  prefcnt  feflion.     Having  made  thefe  obfervations^ 
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he  muft  fay,  he  was  glad  that  this  debate  had  taken  place,  and 
he  was  under  fome  obligation  to  the  learned  gentleman  whofe 
oppofition  had  produced  it,  becaufe  it  had  afforded  him  an  op* 
portunity  of  proving  what  he  trufted  he  now  had  proved,  and 
what  he  had  often  afTertcd,  that  the  more  this  fubje6l  was  in- 
veftigated,  the  clearer  it  would  appear,  that  be  there  any  delay 
any  where,  none  of  it  was  imputable  to  the  Managers.    On 
their  part  there  had  not  been  an  attempt  at  any  dilatory  pro- 
ceeding.    He  defied  any  man,  in  any  fituation,  however  great 
his  talents  or  abilities,  to  prove  that  the  Managers  had  negle^-* 
ed  any  pait  of  their  duty  in  the  courfeof  this  arduous  proceed- 
ing, or  to  impute  to  them  any  corrupt  motive,  or  to  ihow  what 
inducement  men,  fituated  as  they  were,  had  to  have  any  C9rrupt 
motives  upon  this  fubjed. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL,  after  fome  explanation 
•f  what  he  t/uiled  would  refult  from  the  prefent  motion  being 
carried,  gave  it  his  aflfent. 

Mr.  VANSITTART  agreed  to  it  alfo  under  a  hope  that 
the  whole  bufinefs  would  terminate  in  the  prefent  feflion,  and 
that  fome  regulation  ihould  take  place,  by  which  impeach- 
ments in  future  might  be  prevented  from  extending  to  the 
grievous  length  of  the  prefent. 

'  Mr.  BURKE  defended  the  condud  of  the  Managers,  and 
fupported  the  motion. 

Mr.  BURTON  exprefled  fome  concern  at  hearing  that  part 
•nly  of  the  reply  (hould  be  made  this  feflion.  He  obferved, 
there  were  two  things  to  be  confidered  on  fuch  an  occafion  as 
this:  the  firft  was,  that  judice  (hould  be  done;  the  fecond, 
that  the  public  (hould  feel  that  juilice  had  been  (Iridly  attend- 
ed to.  He  thought  the  trial  had  already  lafted  fo  long,  that  it 
was  doubtful  whether  it  could  be  faid  that  juftice  in  mercy  had 
been  adminiftered  to  the  defendant,  and  if  it  went  over  to  ano- 
ther fe(rion,  he  was  doubtful  whether  the  public  would  feel 
it  fo. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fupported  the  motion,  and  bore  ho* 
nourable  teftimony  of  the  conduS  of  the  Managers,  and  main- 
tained that  they  ought  to  be  fupported  by  the  Houfe.  A 
learned  gentleman  had  expreflfed  fome  anxiety  on  account  of 
the  reply  on  the  part  of  the  profecution  not  being  likely  to  be 
concluded  in  the  prefent  feflion.     He  begged  leave  to  obferve. 
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that  that  did  not  belong  to  the  prefent  queflion  before  the 
Houfe  ;  if  the  Managers  were  compelled  to  proceed  upon  the 
charge  of  Benares  before  the  time  they  thought  they  (bould  be 
ready>  he  did  not  fee  how  that  circumftance  would  better  ena* 
ble  them  to  proceed  upon  others.     He  thought  the  time  pro- 
pofed  beyond  the  day  appointed  by  the  Lords  by  no  means  too 
much.     The  charafter  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  honour  of  the 
nation,  were  involved  in  this  proceeding,  and  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  they  (hould  avoid  precipitation  as  much  as  they 
iliould  fear  the  imputation  of  delay  ;  and  if  the  Managers  were 
called  upon  to  make  their  reply  before  they  were  prepared,  the 
confequence   muft  be  obvious  to  every   gentleman   in    that 
Houfe.     He  was  perfuaded,  that  to  prepare  for  the  reply  alto- 
gether, fix  or  feven  weeks  would  be  only  a  moderate   time. 
Whether  the  whole  could  be  concluded  within  the  prefent  fcf- 
lion,  was  not  a  queftion  to  be  debated  now ;  he  only  faid  by 
the  way,  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  abfolutely  impoilible^ 
If  deferred  to  another  fefHon,  that  might  certainly  be  called 
fome  delay  ;  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  unavoidable,  but  he  did 
not  think  that  final  judgement  would  thereby  be   retarded. 
There  could  not  be  a  (hadow  of  excufe  on  the  part  of  the  Ma- 
nagers for  not  being  ready  next  fellion  to  go  on  from  day  to 
day  until  the  whole  was  concluded,  and  then  time  might  be 
allowed  for  their  Lordfliips  to  receive  the  evidence,  and  to 
compare  the  charges  with  the  open  fpeeches,  and  the  defence 
and  the  reply,  and  finally  to  pronounce  judgement. 

The  Houfe  divided ; 

For  the  motion,  87  ;     Againftit,  42. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  "  That  the  Commons  do  acquaint 
their  Lordfhips,  that  from  the  confideration  of  the  cafe  of 
Warren  Haftings,  Efq.,  having  been  clofed  fooner  than  there 
was  reafon  to  exped,  and  that  as  time  will  be  requifite  for 
printing  the  evidence  and  the  fpeeches  of  the  Counfel  for  the 
defendant,  the  Managers  can  in  no  cafe  be  fufficiently  pre^ 
pared  to  proceed  at  the  time  appointed,  and  therefore  they  de- 
fire  that  it  may  be  put  off  to  a  future  day." 

Mr.  WIGLEY  oppofed  the  motion. 

Mr.  RYDER  moved  an  amendment  to  it,  which  was,  to 
leave  out  that  part  which  related  to  the  fpeeches  of  Counfd. 
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This  produced  a  (hort  convcrfation,  which  ended  in  the 
amendment  being  withdrawn,  and  the  original  motion  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BURKE  took  notice  of  the  impropriety  of  fuffcring 
falfe  impreflions  to  be  made  upon  the  public  mind  refpeAing 
this  trial,  through  the  medium  of  certain  proftituted  channels^ 
and  by  means  of  infmuations  thrown  out  in  that  Houfe,  and  at 
another  place,  that  delay  had  been  the  obje£l  of  the  Managers  ; 
and  reminded  the  Houfe  of  what  was  due  to  their  own  dignity> 
to  the  charader  of  the  Managers,  to  the  honour'of  the  Britifh 
nation,  and  the  regard  they  ought  to  have  for  the  opinion  of 
pofterity*     He  concluded  with  moving  to  the  following  effe£l : 

"  That  the  Managers  of  the  impeachment  againll  Warren 
Haftings,  Efq.,  do  prepare  and  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  ftate- 
ment  of  the  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  the  faid  impeachment^ 
together  with  an  account  of  the  circumfiances  which  have  oc* 
curred  in  the  courfe  of  the  faid  trial,  with  fuch  obfervations  at 
may  tend  to  the  explanation  of  the  fame." 

Mr.  LONG  faid  a  few  words  againft  taking  up  the  time  of 
the  Managers  in  this  way. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  moved  the  previous  queftion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  defended  the  motion  with  great  ability  t 
he  ridiculed  the  idea  of  there  not  being  time  for  the  purpofe, 
and  obferved,  that  the  Managers  had  feveral  hands  unemployed 
at  this  time,  and;  indeed,  that  he  was  unemployed  himfelf,  and 
fhould  be  fo  with  regard  to  this  impeachment  until  the  fpeeches 
and  the  evidence  alluded  to  in  the  courfe  of  this  day  fhould  be 
printed  ;  for  he  fhould  not  begin  to  think  what  he  fhould  fay  in 
reply  before  he  knew  what  he  was  to  reply  to  ;  the  arguments^ 
and  perhaps  the  tropes  and  figures  of  the  learned  Counfel  for 
the  defendant,  might  not  require  any  extraordinary  efforts ;  but 
he  mufl  be  acquainted  with  fafts,  and  the  application  which 
they  made  to  them.  He  could  wifh,  for  inflance,  lo  know  what 
fort  of  a  reply  either  of  the  two  honourable  gentlemen  would 
make,  without  reading  it,  to  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Plomer,  which 
lafted  four  days  \  if  they  printed  it,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid  he  cer- 
tainly would  read  it,  not  becaufe  he  was  fure  they  had  over* 
turned  the  arguments  of  the  learned  Counfel,  or  commented 
ably  on  three  folio  volumes,  although  they  might  think  fo,  but 
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that  fuch  a  reply  mud  in  Us  nature  be  a  curious  and  entertaining 
performance. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  he  fliould  offer  but  one  fliort  obfer\'a- 
tion  on  the  violent  oppofition  made  to  the  motion  of  his  right 
honourable  friend.  The  fa£l,  he  trufted,  would  make  a  proper 
impreffion  on  the  Houfe,  and  on  the  Public.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  debate,  as  well  as  on  every  other  occafion  that  had 
offered,  both  within  doors  and  abroad,  a  certain  fet  of  men  had 
made  it  their  conftant  bufmefs  and  ftudy  to  load  the  Managers 
with  the  bafeft  accufations,  by  calumny,  by  infmuation,  and  by 
the  mod  falfe  and  infamous  (lander,  with  a  view  of  perfuadiing 
the  Public  that  the  Managers  had  purpofely  delayed  and  pro- 
traced  the  trial,  to  the  vexation  and  oppreffion  of  Mr.  Haf- 
tings,  and  to  the  difgrace  of  public  juftice.  But  now,  what 
was  the  condudl  of  the  fame  perfons,  when  his  right  honourable 
friend  came  voluntarily  forward,  and  offered  to  lay  a  (late  of  the 
fadts  before  the  Houfe,  and  before  the  nation  ?  In  (lead  of 
meeting  him  fairly  on  the  truth  of  their  own  charges,  ihcy 
turned  Ihort  upon  him,  and  faid,  they  would  hear  nothing  of 
faSs  :  they  would  not  fuffer  him' to  clear  himfelf  and  his  fellow 
Managers  from  their  malicious  calumnies.  They  could  abufe 
and  calumniate  ;  but,  when  they  were  dared  and  challenged  to 
a  fair  trial,  they  (hrunk  like  cowards,  and  fled  from  the  proof. 
What  farther  evidence  could  the  Houfe  or  the  nation  dcflre, 
than  that  every  word  thefe  perfons  had  uttered  on  the  fubjed 
was  utterly  falfe,  and  incapable  of  being  fupported.  Let  ihU 
faft  go  forth  to  the  world  with  all  the  re(t  of  their  proceedings. 

Mr.  Morris  Robinfon  and  Mr.  Vanfittart  faid  each  a  few 
words. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  was  againft  the  motion. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  fupported  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  that  this  motion  was  not 
llriftly  neceffary,  and  he  faw  no  parliamentary  ground  upon 
which  that  Houfe  fhould  call  upon  the  Managers  to  give  to  the 
Houfe  a  formal  account  of  their  conduft,  and  therefore  the  mo- 
tion appeared  to  him  to  be  needlefs.  If  any  complaint  had 
been  made  againft  them,  the  Houfe  (houTd  vindicate  their  cha- 
ra£ter ;  but  that  not  being  the  cafe,  he  owned  he  w^iflied  the 
Houfe  not  to  proceed  to  a  ftep  fo  unufual  as  that  involved  in  the 
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prefcnt  motion  ;  he  therefore  wiflied  he  could  prevail  on  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BURKE  anfwered  the  arguments  urged  againft  the 
motion,  and  appealed  to  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe  to.vindicate 
his  charafter  apalnft  the  grofs  calumnies  with  which  it  was 
loaded,  and  expreired  great  indignation  at  the  manner  thefe  ca- 
lumnies had  been  fufFered  to  pafs  without  proper  notice.  He 
concluded  with  leaving  the  cafe  entirely  to  the  fenfe  and  plea- 
Aire  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  RYDER  was  againft  the  motion  upon  the  grounds 
urged  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  fupported  the  motion  with  great  force. 
He  obferved,  that  if  the  Houfe  had  any  delicacy  upon  appoint- 
ing the  Managers  to  make  a  report  upon  a  fubjeft  which  con- 
cerned themfelves  perfonally,  that  would  be  eafily  removed  by 
appointing  tlje  fame  Committee  as  that  whofe  report  the 
Houfe  had  this  day  received.  He  maintained,  that  when  the 
conduft  of  the  Managers  was  arraigned,  the  Public  ought  to 
have  a  fair  ftatement  of  that  conduft  ;  there  was  nothing  fo 
necelTary  as  a  real  ftatement  of  fa£ls  upon  this  fubjeft.  If, 
for  inftance,  it  was  known  by  the  Public,  that  had  the  Lords 
met  de  die  in  dierriy  the  Managers  would  have  been  ready  to  do 
fo,  and  then  the  whole  of  the  trial  would  have  been  over  in 
one  feffion  of  Parliament,  inftead  of  lafting,  as  it  had,  for 
fix  years.  If  thefe  things  were  publicly  known,  they  would 
have  a  good  eifed  upon  the  Public.  If  it  was  known,  that 
in  the  year  1791  the  Lords  allowed  only  four  days  for  this 
trial — in  the  preceding  year  only  fourteen  days — in  the  whole 
only  eighteen  days  for  two  years,  the  Public  would  form  a 
right  opinion  whence  the  delay  came ;  and  that  if  the  Counfel 
for  the  defendant  had  taken  twenty-two  days  for  the  defence, 
fuch  fadls  would  have  the  weight  they  ought  to  have  upon  the 
public  mind.  They  would  tend  highly  to  make  people 
aihamed  of  accufing  the  Managers  of  any  improper  condud 
upon  this  trial ;  he  wiflied  indeed  thefe  gentlemen  who  afFcft- 
cd  to  blame  the  Managers,  would  ftate  charges  againft  then), 
becaufc  then  they  could  be  met  and  regularly  refuted  ;  but  in- 
finuations  were  vile,  where  their  authors  would  not  come  to  a 
toft  of  truth.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  alluded  to  certain  words 
fpoken  by  a  high  charadter  in  Wettminftcr  Hall  upon  tbi& 
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trial,  that  no  man,  except  fuch  perfons  as  Marat  and  Rober* 
fpierre  could  have  condu&ed  themfelves  as  fome  of  Mr. 
Ha(lings'  accufers  had  done.  If  any  man  who  breathed  upon 
this  earth  was  fufFered  to  make  fuch  afperfions  without  being 
properly  refuted,  there  was  an  end  of  the  dignity  of  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  He  was  not  to  be  anfwered  that  thelb 
were  the  words  of  a  privileged  perfon  ;  no  perfoq  ought  to 
have  fuch  a  privilege,  and  the  higher  the  authority  the  more 
intolerable  the  infult.  The  infamy  of  fuch  aflertions  ought 
to  be  manifefted  to  the  public,  that  the  public  might  continue 
to  efteem  the  charafter  of  the  Managers  of  this  important 
profecution,  and  have  a  proper  reverence  for  public  juftice. 

Mr.  DUN  DAS  recommended  withdrawing  the  motion  for 
the  prefent  as  matter  of  prudence,  becaufe  in  its  confequences 
it  might  lead  to  a  difpute  with  the  Lords,  a  circumftance  mod 
carefully  to  be  guarded  againft  by  all  who  wifhed  to  fee  the 
impeachment  brought  to  a  juft  and  honourable  conclufion.-* 
At  the  fame  time,  he  felt,  that  the  managers  were  entitled  to 
the  protedion  of  the  Houfe,  and  if  they  (hould  think  it  ex* 
pedient  to  prefs  the  motion,  he  (hould  think  it  his  duty  to  vote 
for  it* 

Mr.  FOX  admitted  that  there  might  be  grounds  of  prudence 
for  withdrawing  the  motion,  which  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tieman  who  made  it  would  confider ;  but  the  objeAion  that 
there  was  nothing  in  a  parliamentary  form  before  the  Houfe, 
to  iiiduce  them  to  call  for  fuch  an  account  from  the  Managers, 
was  not  well  founded,  for  whatever  was  faid  in  Court  by  Mr. 
Haftings  or  his  Counfel,  was  regularly  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  BURKE  faid,  he  would  be  induced  to  do  much  from 
motives  of  prudence,  but  prudence  and  policy  called  upon  him 
to  perfift  in  his  motion,  •  Whoever  in  truft  for  public  bufinefs, 
facrificed  his  reputation,  facrificed  the  bufmefs  with  which  he 
was  entrufted.  The  Managers  had  borne  with  many  things  to 
avoid  a  difpute  with  the  Lords,  which  under  different  circun^r 
ftanccs,  they  would  not  have  borne  j  but  they  could  do  fo  no 
longer,  without  betraying  their  duty,  and  the  honour  of  the 
Houfe,  whofe  delegates  they  were.  Could  the  Lords  jmaginei 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  juftifying  themfelves,  did 
an  injury  to  them,  unlefsthcy  had  fet  up  an  intereft  of  their 
.  Own^  i^  pppofition  to  that  of  tb?  Houfe  of  Conunons  i-^"  If 
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tJiey  have  done  fo/'  faid  he  "  there  is  an  end  of  us  both,  to 
s^ny  ufeful  purpofe." — Si  collidimur  frangimur. — If  the  Ix>rda 
<)ecide  this  caufe  on  feeling,  not  on  judice,  depend  upon  it  we 
are  gone. — It  is  the  laft  of  the  kind  that  will  ever  come  before 
that  tribunal,  on  which  reds  the  main  fecurity  of  our  Condi* 
tution.     I  call  upon  you,  as  you  prize  your  honour,  as  yoa 
value  that  conditution,  to  vindicate  your  charafler,  b^  afford- 
ing the  Managers  an  opportunity  of  refuting  the  charges  made 
flgaind  them  if  they  can,  or  by  punidiihg  them  if  they  cannot, 
or,  fo  help  me  God,  I  believe  this  will  be  the  lad  impeachmeal 
you  will  ever  prefer." 

Mr.  WINDHAM  declared  that  there  was  neither  prudence 
nor  policy  in  fubmitting  to  ill  ufage  beyond  a  certain  point- 
that  point  was  already  pafled — lead  of  all  to  abandon  their 
character  to  the  mod  injurious  mifreprefentations^  when  to 
vindicate  it  required  only  a  plain  datement  of  fads. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  objeded  to  the  form  of  the  motion, 
as  he  thought  it  would  be  better,  and  would  tend  to  bring  the 
matter  within  a  narrow  compafs,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
would  fully  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  if  the  Managers  were 
fimply  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  datement  of  their  proceedings, 
without  any  obfervations-. 

Mr..  BURKE  faid,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  agree  to 
the  amendment  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman^  If  it 
were  to  be  agreed  to,  the  Managers  could  not  poflibly  make 
their  defence ;  and  rather  than  they  fliould  be  fo  limited,  he 
would  widi  the  motion  to  be  negatived  altogether: — one  charge 
or  infinuation  againd  them  was,  that  they  had  introduced  a 
great  deal  of  bad  matter  in  evidence  \  and,  how  could  they 
judify  themfelves  in  this  refped,  without  dating  the  grounds 
and  reafons  upon  which  the  evidence  was  introduced  ?  Having 
dated  what  occurred  to  bim  as  proper  to  be  in  the  view  of  the 
Houfe,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  would  humbly  retire,  and  leave 
the  motion  to  be  decided  upon  as  the  Houfe  fliould  think 
right. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  explained. 

The  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  the  amendment  could  not 
be  moved  till  the  motion  for  the  previous  (juedion  fhould  be 
difpofcd  of. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  iPITT  faid,  that  he  had  already  fuggcftcd 
a  doubt  with  rcfpeft  to  the  propriety  of  the  prefent  motion^  as 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to 
adopt  fuch  a  meafurc.  But,  as  he  found  that  almoft  all  the 
honourable  Managers  who  had  fpoke,  feemed  to  be  of  opinion, 
that  if  the  motion  were  rejected,  it  would  have  the  appearance 
of  difcouraging  them  ;  although  he  was  ftill  inclined  to  retain 
his  former  opinion,  yet  in  fuch  an  embarrafling  (ituation,  he 
would  certainly  yield  that  opinion  to  their  better  information 
on  the  fubjecl,  and  would  therefore  give  his  vote  againft  the 
previous  queftion. 

Mr.  STANLEY  fpoke  againft  the  previous  queftion  and  in 
favour  of  the  motion. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  previous  queftion. 
Ayes,  69;     Noes,  69. 

The  queftion  came  therefore  to  be  decided  by  the  cafting  vote 
of  the  Speaker,  which  he  having  given  againft  the  previous 
queftion, 

The  Houfe  again  divided  on  Mr.  Burke's  motion. 

Ayes,  67;     Noes,  71.     Majority  againft  the  motion  4. 

Mr.  BURKE  lamented  the  fate  of  the  motion,  but  faid  that 
he  and  the  Managers  had  done  their  duty  in  bringing  it  forward, 
and  that  though  the  Houfe  had  now  thought  proper  to  rcjcS 
it,  a  fimilar  prppofition  might  perhaps  be  more  fuccefsful  on  a 
future  occafion  under  better  aufpices. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  begged  to  alk  the  honourable  gentle- 
man oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Lambton)  whether  he  meant  to  prcfs 
his  motion  on  the  Houfe  that  night.  The  previous  buftnefs 
and  dlfcuftion  had  gone  into  much  greater  length  than  was  ex- 
peSed,  and  he  was  anxious  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
fhould  defer  his  motion,  as  he  felt  it  would  be  attended  with 
fome  degree  of  pcrfonal  inconvenience  to  himfelf,  that  amotion, 
which  might  probably  lead  to  fuch  important  difcuflion,  (hould 
be  brought  on  at  fo  late  a  period  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  felt  himfelf  fomewhat  peculiarly  fituatcd, 
from  three  delays  having  already  taken  place  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice ;  at  the  fame 
time,  under  the  circumftances  ftated,  he  faid  he  would  not  then 
prefs  it  on  the  Houfe  i  and  it  was  agreed  10  be  deferred  till 
Monday  next. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  moved,  that  the  Houfc  Ihould 
go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  pro- 
per regulations  with  refpeft  to  the  Carrying  Slave  Trade — And 
the  Houfe  having  gone  into  a  Committee,  the  honourable  Mr. 
Elliot  in  the  chair — it  was  moved  and  ordered,  that  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  continue  and  amend  feveral  Ads  of 
Parliament,  for  regulating  the  Carrying  Slave  Trade. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  and  the  Report  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow.     Adjourned. 

Friday y  n^\Jl  May. 

Sir  C.  BUNBURY  faid,  that  In  prefacing  the  motions 
-which  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe, 
it  was  his  wifli  to  imitate  what  was  deemed  the  art  of  oratory 
amongft  the  ancients,  viz.  the  faying  much  in  a  few  words, 
rather  than  the  modern  pradlice  of  faying  little  in  a  great 
many.  But  exclufive  of  fuch  claim  on  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  he  believed  it  would  be  a  fufficient  apology  if  he  affured 
it,  that  his  objeft  was  to  leflen  the  fum  of  human  mifery,  and 
to  prevent  an  unneceflTary  expenditure  of  the  public  treafure. 
He  conceived  that  not  only  humanity,  but  policy,  ought  to 
induce  His  Majefty*s  Minifters  to  turn  their  thoughts  towards 
the  unhappy  convifts  deftined  for  tranfporation.  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  their  fiiuation  after  fentence. — 
They  were  alTembled  in  our  common  yard  in  Newgate,  and 
other  unimproved  prifons,  where  they  remained  many  months 
in  rags,  filth,  and  idlenefs,  and  afterwards  they  were  fent  on 
board  the  hulks,  where  they  frequently  (laid  -a  long  time  ;  by 
which  thofe  whofe  morals  were  not  totally  depraved,  were 
rendered  completely  fo  by  this  mifchievous  and  impolitic  aflb- 
ciation.  He  then  eftimatcd,  that  of  the  feven  years'  tranfpor- 
tation,  which  was  the  fentence  of  the  Court,  two  years  were 
mif-fpent  in  indolence  and  bad  company  ;  reckoning  one  year 
confumed  in  gaol  and  on  board  the  hulks,  and  the  average  paf- 
fage  to  New  South  Wales  fix  months,  and  fix  months  for  their 
return,  each  of  which  voyages  coft  20I.  per  man,  fo  that  the 
fyftem  was  as  expenfive  as  it  was  baneful ;  and  if  they  were 
not  brought  back  it  was  dill  worfe,  as  it  was  a  flagrant  breach 
of  juftice ;  nearly  one-third  of  their  term,  and  fometimes  moire. 
Was  thus  wafted  in  a  manner  not  only  adverfe  to  reformation. 
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but  calculated,  as  it  (hould  feeniy  to  augment  their  depravttj, 
and  make  them  thieves  during  their  lives.     Aflbciate  and  rc» 
form,  exclaims  the  patriot!   This  maxim,  Sir  Charles  bid, 
might  be  juft  refpeSing  honeft  men,  from  whofe  aflbciations 
much  good  might  arife ;  but  it  (hould  be  rcverfed  when  ap- 
plied to  the  diflioneft.     The  aflbciation  of  the  bad  muft  pro- 
duce  evil.     Separate  and  reform,  is  the  maxim  to  be  auendcd 
to  in  the  management  of  thieves.     But  though  a  friend  to  pro- 
per reparation  and  feclufion,  he  difapproved  of  long  confine- 
ment in  folitary  cells,  which,  he  feared,  had  too  often  been 
inflified  even  for  flight  offences,  fince  the  aft  of  the  31ft  rf 
George  III.  for  the  better  regulating  of  prifons,  which  carried 
the  power  of  the  Penitentiary  A&  into  general  ufe,  and  gave 
to  all  Magiftrates  the  power  of  punifliing  all  offences  within 
their  cognizance  by  folitary  imprifonment  ;    a  punifhmeot 
which,  by  the  former  aft  of  the  19th  of  George  III.  was 
rcftrifted  to  the  Judges  of  affizes,  and  to  offenders  guilty  of 
crimes  of  fucb  magnitude  as  were  ufually  doomed  to  tranfpor- 
tation.     This  zGt  of  the  31ft,  therefore,  ought  to  have  been 
accompanied,  by  a  revifal  of  our  code  of  penal  law  ;  for  flnce 
the  penalty  of  imprifonment  was  greatly  increafed  by  folitude, 
the  duration  of  the  term  ought  to  be  proportionably  diminiihed, 
and  for  trivial  faults  (hould  be  very  (hort.     It  was  a  ftroog 
and  potent  remedy  ;  and,  like  all  (Irong  remedies,  (hould  be 
adminiftered  with  a  cautious  and  difcreet  hand :  what  was 
good  for  phyfic,  was  not  good  for  food.     On  the  whole.  Sir 
Charles  reprobated  the  prafticb  of  fending  felons  fentenced  to 
tranfportation  for  feven  years,  to  a  barren  fpot  in  one  of  the 
remoteft  corners  of  the  globe,  at  which,  when  they  arrived, 
after  much  trouble  and  expence,  they  were  t6  be  preferved 
from   perifhing  by   famine,    by  corn   and  meat   fent  from 
England  ;  the  precarious  arrival  of  which  had  fubjeded  them 
to  frequent  alarms  and  diftrefs.     The  colony,  fince  its  eftab- 
lifliment  in  January  1788,  had  almoft  always  been  on  a  reduced 
ration.  As  Governor  Phillip,  though  he  thought  the  fettlemcnt^ 
from  the  prefent  (late  of  its  cultivation,  would  foon  be  able 
to  fupply  itfelf  with  grain,  recommended  that  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity (hould  be  fent  thither  to  ferve  till  the  end  of  the  year  1794, 
And  as  fupplies  of  beef  and  pork  would  be' wanting  for  foyr 
or  five  years  more.  Sir  Charles  advifed  the  fending  (hips  &r 
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tlofe  articles  to  the  fruitful  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  from  whence 
they  might  be  procured  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  from  Great 
£ritain«  Perhaps,  indeed,  it  would  be  wifer  rather  than  to 
fend  provifions  from  hence  to  the  hun^  inhabitants  of  Sydney 
Cove,  to  fend  them  to  the  provifions,  as  Madagafcar  was  a 
place  infinitely  more  eligible  for  a  fettlement,  abounding  not 
only  in  corn  and  cattle,  but  in  various  natural  produ£lions 
jnoft  ferviceable  in  trade  and  manufa£lures.  Sir  Charles 
thought  of  the  inferior  delinquents,  whom  the  laws  deemed 
corrigible,  and  fentenced  for  the  limited  term  of  feven  yeary^ 
the  very  old,  the  very  young,  the  crippled,  the  infirm,  and 
the  penitent,  might  be  ufefully  employed  in  that  labour  b^fl 
fuited  to  their  capacities  in  a  well-regulated  penitentiary  houfe^ 
and  by  proper  care  and  difcipline  their  morals  might  be  amen* 
ded,  and  their  bad  habits  reformed. 

The  propriety  of  this  mode  of  treatment  he  thought  himfelf 
juflified  in  recommending,  as  it  had  not  oply  received  the  re- 
peated fanSion  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  but  in,  thofe 
counties  where,  by  the  liberality  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
laudable  zeal  and  attention  of  the  Magiftrates,  the  prifons  had 
been  fo  conftruSed  and  regulated  as  to  try  its  operation,  the 
moft  beneficial  efFeds  had  refulted  from  it,  and  the  great  ob- 
jeft  of  all  punifhments  in  fome  degree  attained,  many  having' 
been  reformed,  and  many  deterred  from  the  commiffion  of 
crimes.    The  remainder  of  thefe  criminals,  if  the  American 
States  refufed  to  receive  them,  he  advifed,  fhould  be  fent  to 
Hudfon's  Bay.     When  America  refufed  to  receive  our  con- 
viSs,  penitentiary  houfes  were  propofed ;  but  in  confequence 
of  the  great  expence,  this  fcheme  was  not  xrarried  into  execu* 
tion.     The  next  plan  adopted,  was  that  of  fending  them  to 
Botany  Bay.     After  recounting  the  miferies  thefe  unfortunate 
people  underwent  in  prifon,  on  board  the  hulks,  and  in  their 
palTage,  in  glowing  colours,  Sir  Charles  next  proceeded  to 
ftate  the  eflimate  of  the  expence  incurred  by  Government  by 
their  tranfportation.     The  public,  fince  the  cflablifhment  of 
the  fettlement,  had  paid  6oo,oool.     There  was  a  plan  pro- 
pofed, he  faid,  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Jeremy  Bentham,  to 
build  penitentiary  houfes  in  a  circular  form,  which  would  fa- 
cilitate the  infpe6lion,  and  thereby  rendering  the  ftrength  of 
the  walls  lefs  neceffary,  would  take  away  the  only  objedioU 
Vol.  XXXV.  v     4  I 
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to  them  J  V12.  the  cxpcncc,  by  reducing  it  to  ^5!.  pcf  cent.  Icfi 
^an  the  hulks^  Thus,  well-regulated  prifuns,  calculated  to 
reform  ofFenders,  and  to  convert  the  diflblute  and  idle  Into  good 
and  induftrious  fubjefls,  would  be  provided  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  veiTels  in  the  Thames^  in  which,  from  the  free  and  con* 
tagious  intercourfe  of  the  convicts,  the  mod  dangerous  combi- 
nations were  formed,  and  inilead  of  being,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  "  Schools  for  Reformation/*  they  might,  with  more  pro- 
priety, be  termed  "  Schools  for  inftrufting  youth  in  the  arts  of 
robbery."  This  obfervation  applied  ftill  more  forcibly  to  their 
treatment  in  the  unimproved  jails,  in  which  they  were  never 
idlowed  to  work,  and  on  board  the  (hips  during  their  paflageto 
South  Wales.  Mr.  Bentham  propofed  alfo  a  fubordinate  cftab- 
lifbment^  in  which  he  would  receive  and  employ  fuch  as  could 
not  find  employment  elfewhere^  all  thofe  perfons  of  blafted 
charardor,  who,  though  acquitted  for  want  of  legal  proof,  were 
thought  to  be  guilty,  and  thofe  the  terms  of  whofe  fentences 
were  expired.  This  was  an  eftabliflimfcnt,  which,  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  country,  had  long  been  wanted,  and  which  me- 
rited the  warmell  encouragement  of  Government,  as  it  tetukd 
to  prevent  crimes,  to  which,  he  feared,  many  who  now  fought 
employment  in  vain  were  driven  by  neceflity. 

Sir  Charles  next  proceeded  to  (late  the  mortality  among  thr 
conv>3s  during  the  voyage,  and  the  expence.  He  faid,  the 
maintenance  of  each  convift,  during  the  two  firft  years,  coft 
the  country  6ol.a  year,  which  was  the  falary  of  an  excifeman. 
In  fpeaking  of  the  mortality^  he  ilated,  that  out  of  five  hun^ 
dred  paflengers  on  board  the  Neptune,  but  forty-two  were  able 
to  crawl  over  the  Ihip's  fide  ,  the  refl  wera  carried,  and  eight 
out  of  every  ten-  died  at  Sidney  Cove-  The  detail  of  the  fuiier- 
ingsof  thefe  wretched  convi£ls  would  be  tedious  and  painful-; 
lufficc  it  to  fayy  that  by  the  depofitions  taken  by  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treafury,  they  were  equal  to  any  endufcd  in  the  flavc 
^ihips^  That  in  another  inftance,  out  of  1863  on  board  the 
Queen  and  other  tranfports  in  aummn  1791,  576  on  landing 
were  fent  to  the  hofpital.  J^oVtrrtot  Phillip  wi(bed  to  punilb 
the  author  of  thefc  calamities,  but  doubted  his  power  over  ot 
fences  committed  on  the  high  feas.  It  was  necellgryr  there- 
fore, that  an  Admirahy  Court  fhould  be  eftablifhod  at  Sidney 
Cove.    Sir  Charles  concluded  by  moving  the  following  refo* 
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lutions,  on  which  he  defired  not  an  immediate  deciiion,  but 
left  them  for  the  confideration  of  gentlemen,  and  particularly 
of  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  to  whom  the  care  of  felons,  after 
convidion,  devolved, 

RESOLyTIONS, 

I..  Tliat,  by  the  gcnefal  improvement  which  has  t<Mcen  plape  ii) 
the  jails  and  bridewells  throughout  the  kingdom,  the  punifhment  of 
convids  by  imprifonment  and  hard  labour  on  board  of  veiTels  in  the 
fiver  Thames,  and  elfewhere,  is  rendered  unnecei&ry,  and  ought  to 
be  difcontinued. 

2,  ITiat  the  promifcuous  confinement  of  felons  upder  feiitence  in 
l^ewgate,  and  other  jails  deftined  for  accufed  perfons  only,  and  like- 
wife  oa  board  of  hulks  for  feveral  months  until  (hips  are  ready  for 
their  tranfportation,  b  impojitic,  and  produdlive  of  many  evi>  copfc. 
quences. 

3.  That  a  proper  prifon  (hould  be  provided  for  the  reception  of 
iiich  felons  immediately  after  their  convidion,  with  working  roomi 
fqr  feled  companies,  and  feparate  apartments  during  the  hours  of 
reft. 

if.  That  the  diftance  of  the  fcttlementj  at  Sidney  Cove  and  Nor- 
folk Ifland,  the  length  and  peril  of  the  voyage,  the  expence  of  co/i- 
yeying  and  maintaining  the  convidls  when  there,  is  fo  great,  as  to 
maHe  it  advifcable  to  fend  thither  only  fuch  as  fhall  be  lentenccd  to 
tranfportation  during  their  lives,  or  at  leaft  for  fhe  term  of  fourteen 
years, 

5.  That  it  is  expedient,  that  inquiry  fhould  be  made  whether  the 
North  American  States  would  be  inclined  to  receive  and  employ,  as 
heretofore,  any,  and  what  number  of  convi^ied  felons ;  end  alfo, 
whether  a  fettlement  might  not  be  allotted  to  thofc  under  feptence  of 
tranfportation  for  feyei)  years  in  any  other  part  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can Continent^  or  the  adjacent  iflands,  or  elfewhere,  to  which  they 
might  be  fent  at  a  moderate  expence,  where  the  foil  is  fertile,  and 
whcvc  they  might  be  ufefuUy  employed  ii>  the  fifhpries  and  commerce, 
and  thereby  contribute  to  their  own  fupport,  and  the  advantage  of 
this  country.  » 

6.  That  to  prefepve  thofe  criminals  who  may  hereafter  be  tranf- 
portcd  from  a  ca^mity  fimilar  to  that  which  deftroyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  unfortunate  crew  of  the  Neptune,  and  to  refcue  them  fron^ 
the  dano;ers  of  foul  air  and  famine,  it  fcems  expedient  to  allow  a 
(pace  oi  at  leaft  two  tons  for  each  perfon ;  and  that  in  addition  to  the 
falutary  regulations  propofed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  in  his  letter 
of  June  23,  1 791,  to  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury,  a  premium 
ftiould  be  given  to  the  Contradors,  on  the  arrival  of  every  felon  in 
good  health  at  the  place  of  their  deftination ;  and  likewile  that  all 
the  provifions  on  board  of  the  ftiips  hired  to  carry  con v ids,  ftiould 
be  purchafed  for  the  fervice  of  Government,  and  the  furplus,  at  the 
end  of  the  voyage,  be  depofited  in  their  ftorchoufes. 

Mr.  MARTIN  approved  highly  of  the  rcfolutions,  whicl^ 
}ie  hoped  to  fee  carried  into  efFe£l. 

4I  a 
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Mr.  DUNDAS  complimented  the  honourable  Member  for 
his  intentions.  He  declared  that  he  would  give  every  aid  to 
cany  fuch  of  the  refolutions  into  efFe6l  as  met  his  approbation. 
Hefaid,  from  the  lateft  accounts  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  he  had 
every  reafon  to  believe  that  it  would  foon  grow  fufficient  com 
for  the  convifts  and  their  families.  He  would  therefore  move, 
not  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  rid  of  the  queftion,  but  to  con- 
jRder  the  refolutions  more  maturely,  that  their  farther  confi- 
deration  fhould  be  deferred  to  that  day  three  months,  which 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Sir  C.  BUNBURY  allowed  that  Norfolk  lOand  produced 
good  crops  of  corn  ;  it  alfo  produced  abundance  of  rats  and  in- 
kStSy  to  affift  in  the  confumption  of  it.  But  the  objefbion  to 
this  fettlement  \yas  not  its  (lerilityi  but  its  dangerous  and  rocky 
(horesy  which  prevented  any  veflel  from  attempting  to  anchor, 
even  in  the  fineft  weather.  The  fate  of  the  Sirius  proved  the 
rifle  of  approaching  it.  Monf.  Clonard,  the  French  circum- 
navigator,  who  failed  in  his  endeavours  to  land,  faid,  it  was 
only  fit  for  the  refidence  of  angels  and  birds.  When  he  al- 
luded to  birds,  they  were  not,  however,  the  birds  of  Newgate  ; 
and  he  probably  did  not  advert  to  them,  when  he  talked  of 
apgels. 

Mr.  WHARTON  role  to  make  his  promifed  motion.  Wc 
heard,  he  faid,  on  every  fide,  of  the  glorious  Revolution  in 
1688,  and  of  the  Conftitution,  as  fettled  at  the  glorious  Revo- 
lution. It  was  a  note  which  he  had  always  lidened  to  with 
pleafure,  and  he  repeated  it  himfelf  with  rapture.  But  what 
was  the  rational  foundation  of  our  fatisfaftion  at  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  glorious  Revolution  ?  It  affuredly  was  not  that  the 
pofleffion  of  the  throne,  and  the  regular  hereditary  fucceflion 
to  it,  were  at  that  time  difturbed  and  interrupted.  It  was  not 
that  we  expelled  one  King  and  one  Family,  and  appointed 
another  King  and  another  Family  in  their  room.  The  necef- 
iity  of  fuch  changes  was  at  all  times  to  be  deplored  ;  and  the 
events  themfelves  could  only  be  juftified  by  the  neceflity.  The 
only  rational  foundation  of  our  approbation  of  that  Revolution 
mud  be,  that  at  that  time  fuch  principles  were  confirmed,  and 
fuch  wife  and  wholefome  provifions  made  for  our  conftitutional 
fecurity  and  happinefs,  as  might  prevent  all  future  neceffity  for 
a  fimilar  Revolution.    Whoever  approved  of  that  Revohitionj 
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^leclared  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  conftitutional  provUiona 
-ft-lien  obtained  werr  wife  and  wholefome  proviflons ;  that  they 
"^were  worthy  obje£ls  of  a  national  flruggle  ;  that  they  not  only 
3uftiBed  refidance,  but  made  it  meritorious  ;  and  that  they  were 
crheaply  purchafed  at  the  price  of  all  the  blood  that  was  fhed 
iipon  the  pccafion,  as  well  as  the  dethronement  of  a  guilty 
ICing,  and  the  extirpation  of  his  guihlefs  fannly.     But  an  ap- 
probation of  that  revolution  went  ftill  farther.     It  declared^ 
that  ^f,  by  any  means — by  force  or  by  fraud,  by  violence  or  by 
corruption — if  thcfe  wholefome  and  neceffary  conflitutional 
proviflons  (hould  by  any  means  be  taken  away  or  fruflrated,  the 
fame  objeds  would  again  judify  the  fame  national  druggie,  and 
the  fame  exiremities,  unlefs  they  could  be  recovered  and  re* 
obtained  by  more  gentle,  more  peaceful,  and  therefore  more 
happy  means.     He  atferted  (and  faid  he  rifked  nothing  by  tHe 
aflertion,  for  no  man  would  be  hardy  enough  to  deny  it,  and 
he  pledged  bimfelf  to  prove  it  in  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe) 
that  all  that  was  valuable  to  the  people  of  this  country,  all  the 
providons  which  were  dipulated  to  fecure  the  peace  and  prof* 
perity,  the  individual  liberty,  and  the  general  property  of  the 
people  of  this  land,  h^d  all  been,  fmce  the  Revolution,  taken 
away.     All. 

He  mud  intreat  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  for  a  very  few 
moments,  whild  he  very  briefly  brought  back  to  their  recol- 
ledlion  what  this  country  edabliflied  by  the  Revolution.  Firft^ 
To  avoid  all  future  midake,  and  that  the  contrad  between 
Prince  and  People  might  be  clearly  underdood,  the  Revolu- 
tionids  began  by  altering  the  oaths  of  the  contracting  parties* 
They  altered  the  coronation  oath  for  all  future  Sovereigns  in 
this  realm,  and  they  altered  the  oath  of  allegiance  for  thehi- 
felves  and  for  all  future  fubjeds.  They  cut  up  by  the  roots 
the  damnable  dodrine  of  padive  obedience  and  non-reddancef 
by  emphatically  fpecifying  and  ordaining  the  following  words 
of  their  former  oath,  id  Wm.  and  Mary,  ch.  8.  '^  I  declare 
that  it  is  not  lawful,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  to  take  arm^ 
again/l  the  King,''  &c.  &c.  diould  not  from  thenceforth  be 
required  or  enjoined. 

It  was  not  fo  much  to  relieve  the  confcience  of  the  fubjeds 
that  thefe  words  of  their  former  oath  were  fele&ed,  recited^ 
and  abolilhed ;  for  no  oath  of  davery  ever  did,  or  ever  will,  or 
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ever  ought  to  bind  a  nation  or  an  individuaL  It  was  fbine* 
thing  worfe  than  perjury  or  facrilegc  to  keep  an  oath  of  flavery. 
This  alteration  was  made  to  prevent  the  future  fovercigns  of 
this  country  from  being  milled,  as  the  four  preceding  (bvc- 
reigns  had  been,  to  truft  to  a  fenfelefs  fuperftition  about  Roy- 
alty, which,  though  many  perfons  for  their  interefts  have  pro* 
feffed,  no  man  of  common  fenfe  ever  entertained. 

Their  next  care  was  to  provide  for  the  due  admtnifh^tion  of 
the  executive  Power,  and  the  refponfibility  of  its  confidenttal 
advifers.     They  therefore  cnafted,  12th  Wm.  III.  chap.   2, 
that  "  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  the  well-governing  of 
this  kingdom,  which  are  cognizable  in  the  Privy  Council,  by 
the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  this  realm,   (hall  be  tranfaAed  there ; 
and  all  refolutions  taken  thereupon  (hall  be  (igned  by  fuch  of 
the  Privy  Council  as  fliall  advife  and  confent  to  the  fame." — 
Thereby  guarding,  as  far  as  laws  could  guard,  againfl  thatac- 
curfed  engine  of  defpotifm,  a  Cabinet  Council,  or  that  mor» 
ttccurfed   inftrument,   an  Interior  Cabinet.     Their  attentioo 
was  next  direfted  to  the  double  reprefentation  of  the  people; 
the  only  poffible  fecurity  for  all  their  other  provifions — their 
rcprefentatives  in    Parliament,    and   their   reprefentatives  in 
Courts  of  Juftice — the  Houfc  of  Commons,  and  Juries.    They 
pafTed  over  untouched,  and  left  as  they  found  them,  the  No- 
bility and  the  Church  \  they  were  confidering  the  folid  and 
fubdantial  parts  of  the  conftitutional  edifice,  and  did  not  much 
concern  themfelves  about  the  gilding  and  the  varnifii.     They 
therefore  proceeded  to  eftablilh  the  principle  of  a  fair,  free, 
and  frequent  eleflion  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons 
in  Parliament,  as  might  be  feen  by  a  reference  to  the  aQs  pafled 
in  the  ftrft  and  fecontl,  and  third  years  of  William  and  Mary. 
And  having  thus,  as  they  imagined,  prpvided  for  the  real  elec- 
tion of  the  reprefentative  body  in  Parliament,  they  fecured  the 
independence  and  integrity  of  that  body  after  ^ts  ele£lion,  by 
cnafting,  that  **  no  perfon  who  has  an  office,  or  place  of  pro- 
fit, under  the  King,  or  receives  a  penfion  from  the  Crowo, 
ihali  be  Capable  of  ferving  as  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Coiq<* 
mons,"    i2th  W.  III.  ch.  2. 

Having  thus  fccurcd  the  purity  and  independence  of  the 
people''s  reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  they  proceeded  to  the 
other  important  branch  of  their  reprefentation  byjury;  ani 
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-^cy  decreed,  thM  juries  (hould  be  fairly  taken,  without  parti- 
-ality  ;  and  (hould  aft  freely,  without  influence,  ift  Wfti.  and 
^lary,  ch.  «.  They  alfo  decreed,  that  exceffive  bail  (hould 
not  be  required  ;  that  exceflive  fines  fhould  not  be  impof^d ) 
and  that  illegal  and  crud  purtiHinients  (hould  not  be  infli&ed  ; 
and  to  fecufe  thefe  obje<Jls^  they  ordained,  (hat  thenceforward 
the  Judges'  commiffions  (liould  ))e  made,  **  quam  dieu  fe  b^m 
geffirint ;  and  that  their  falaries  (hould  be  afcertained  and  eftab* 
Uflied  ;*'  in  order  to  make  the  Judges  independent  of  the  Crown. 
i2thW.  III.  ch.  ^4 

Now^  all  thefe  provlfions  (the  objeSs  and  cotifequedces  of 
the  glorious  Revolution)  would  have  no  value  ;  they  would  bt 
nugatory  and  worthlefs  ;*  they  would  be  a  mockery  ;  unlefs 
they  went  efFeftually  to  obtain  and  fecure  to  the  people  of  thif 
land  thefe  three  important  points  :  Firft,  an  honed  and  refpon«* 
fible  exercife  of  the  executive  authority.  Secondly,  real,  in- 
dependent>  and  faithful  reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  in 
Parliament.  Thirdly,  a  fair  and  impartial  adminiftration  of 
juftice  in  the  Courts  of  Law.  We  who  had  no  prcdiled^ion 
for  any  family  whatever  (except  as  eonnefted  with  thefe  ob- 
jeils),  in  the  words  of  our  anceftors  at  the  time  of  the  Revo* 
lution,  did  now  again  "  Claim,*  demand,  and  infift  upon  all . 
thofe,  as  our  undoubted  rights )  the  true,  ancient',  and  indu- 
bitable rfghts  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom."  i{t  Wm.  and 
Mary,  ch.  2.  If  then,  by  various  means,  it  had  happened, 
(as  he  afTerted,  and  undertook  to  prove  in  a  Committee  of  this 
Houfe)  that  this  provifional  refponfibility  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil no  longer  remains ;  that  the  eledion  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons is  neither  fair  nor  free,  nor  frequent ;  that  this  provi- 
fional independence  of  its  Members  is  gone,  add  that  the 
Houfe  at  prefent  fwarms  "  with  perfons  having  offices  and 
places  of  profit  utider  the  King,  and  receiving  penfions  from  . 
the  Crown  ;"  that  juries  are  not  fairly  and  impartially  taken ; . 
that  they  do  not  adl  freely  and  without  influence;  that  excef- 
five  bail  may  be,  and  has  been,  required  ;  that  exceflive  fines 
may  be,  and  have  been,  impofed  ;  that  illegal  and  cruel  punifb* 
ments  may  be,  and  have  been,  inflided  ;  that  the  Judges  ar^ 
not  independent  of  the  Cro\^  n  ;  that  penfions  may,  and  have 
been^  granted  to  fome  of  them  ;  and  that  lucrative  oilices  may 
be,  and  have  beeui  conferred  upon  others  \  by  which  means  it 
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cannot  be  faid  that  their  falaries  are  afcertained  and  eftablifliecL 
If  thcfe  fads  were  fo>  he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  thofe 
who,  without  hypocrify,  praifed  the  Revolution,  to  endeavour 
to  return  us  again  to  our  conftitutional  fituation  at  that  period^ 
and  to  recover  thofe  loft  or  negleftcd  provifions,  that  fo  we 
might  efFeftually  fecure  to  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity,  what 
6ur  anceftors  endeavoured  at  the  Revolution  to  fecure  to  tfaem- 
felves  and  to  us. 

He  concluded  with  moving,  ^*  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any,  and  which  of  the  provifions 
made  by  Parliament,  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  and 
in  the  reign  of  William  the  Third,"  for  fecuring  the  refpofifible 
excrcife  of  the  executive  authority,  for  fecuring  a  real,  inde- 
pendent, and  faithful  reprefentation  of  the  Commons  in  Par- 
liament ;  and  'for  fecuring  a  fair  and  impartial  adminiftration 
of  juftice  in  the  Courts  of  Law  ;  whether  any,  and  which  of 
tbefe  have,  by  any  means,  been  invalidated  or  taken  away  :  and 
to  confider  whether  any,  and  which  of  thofe  loft  or  invalidated 
provifions  may  be  fit  to  be  re-ena£ied  and  reftored,  in  order 
that  the  people  of  this  land  may  recover  that  fituation  and  fe*^ 
entity  in  which  they  were  placed  by  the  glorious  revolution  ia 
1688." 

For  the  motion,  ii;     Againft  it,  71. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee,  after  a  few  words' from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  honour  of  the  charader  of 
the  brave  Admiral  Rodney,  to  whom  his  country  owed  fo  much 
gratitude,  paffed  a  refolution,  that  the  annuity  of  2000I.  per 
annum,  fecured  on  George  Lord  Rodney,  and  the  two  next 
perfons  on  whom  the  title  fhould  defcend,  be  farther  fettled 
and  fecured  on  the  heirs  of  Lord  Rodney,  on  whom  the  Barony 
of  Rodney  fhall  be  vefted. 

The  report  of  this  relolution  was  ordered  to  be  received  <m 
Monday. 

On  reading  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Conuuittee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
ilaves  into  foreign  iflands, 

*  Mr*  ESTWICK  propofed,  that  it  be  an  inftmaion  to  Ac 
Committee,  that  we  do  make  compenfation  to  perfons  who 
may  fuftaitx  loffcs,  in  confequence  pf  this  biU  pai&ng  into  a 
few,  &c. 
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This  way  oppofcd  by  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  &c.  a  fliort  de- 
bate arofe.     The  Houfe  divided, 

For  the  motion,  10;     Againft  it,  51. 

The  Houfe  having  gone  into  a  Committee,  went  through 
fcveral  claufcs  of  the  bill,  after  which  the  Chairman  reported  ' 
progrefs,  and  leave  was  given  for  the  Committee  to  fit  agaia 
«jn  Monday  next— Adjourned. 

Monday  J  '^d  June. 

Mr,  ADAM  fcid,  that  the  notice  he  was  about  to  give  re- 
lated to  a  fubjeft  of  great  importance,  with  refped  to  a  diilant 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  he  wiflied  it  to  be  as  public  as  pof- 
fible.  It  had  happened  lately  to  him  to  have  his  attention  a 
good  deal  called  to  the  criminal  law  of  Scotland,  and  fome  re- 
gulation feemed  to  him  to  be  neceflary,  which  would  requirp 
confiderable  attention.  In  no  cafe,  whether  a  capital  offence 
or  a  tnifdemeanor,  did  an  appeal  lie  to  the  Hopfe  of  Lords, 
from  the  Court  of  Jufticiary  in  Scotland.  This  appeared  to 
him  to  be  an  imperfeftion,  and  it  was  his  objeft  to  remove  it. 
The  allowing  a  writ  of  error  to  ground  an  appeal  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  under  certain  limitations  and  reftriftions,  was  re- 
garded  as  an  improvement  in  the  criminal  law  of  England,  he 
•was  clearly  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  fame  fort 
pf  appeal  to  that  tribunal  from  the  Courts  of  Scotland,  and 
therefore,  when  he  brought  the  fubjeft  forward,  he  (hould 
move  for  a  regulation  to  the  efFe<Sl  of  an  appeal  from  the  Court 
of  Jufticiary  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, '  Another  point  to  be  no- 
ticed was  that  of  a  Grand  Jury  before  trial.  By  the  law  of 
Scotland  there  was  no  Grand  Jury  in  any  c?afe  whatever  ex- 
except  that  of  treafon,  and  in  all  cafes  of  crimes  it  was  lefr  to' 
His  Majcfty*s  Advocate  to  bring  forward  what  profecution  he 
thought  proper;  this  was  a  matter  which  recjuiVed  to  be  no- 
ticed alfo:  he  did  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  fuch  power  had 
been  improperly  ufed,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  thing  it  was 
fuch  as  required  regulation.  He  inould  therefore  direft  his  at- 
tention in  fome  meafure  to  this,  as  well  as  to  the  fubjedls  of 
Grand  Jury  and  appeal.  The  next  object  was  that  in  mifde- 
meanors  that  are  tried  in  Courts  of  inferior  jurifdiSion,  it 
fometimes  happened  that  the  party  was  tried  even  without  a 
petty  jury — it  was  one  gf  his  objeds  to  provide  a  petty  jury  ia 
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all  cafes  whatever  for  the  trial  of  offences.  There  was  ftill 
another  point  remaining,  which  would  require  regulation  ;  he 
meant  that  of  punilhing  contempt  of  Court  as  a  crime.  Two 
things  effentially  different  were  confounded  with  each  other  in 
this  refpedy  and  therefore  a  regulation  was  neceffary  with  re* 
fpe£k  to  them.  Thefe  were  the  points  to  which  he  flioiild  have 
the  honour  of  foliciting  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  but  as  they 
were  of  fo  much  importance,  he  was  defirous  that  they  {houkl 
not  be  brought  forward  haftily  and  without  full  notice*  he 
therefore  now  begged  it  to  be  underftood,  that  early  in  the  next 
feffion  of  Parliament  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of  propoflng, 
firft  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  points  he  had  already 
ftated,  and>  if  fuccefsful  upon  that,  then  a  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  fyftem  of  criminal  law  in  Scotland,  a  fyftem  which 
he  was  forry  to  fay,  was  at  prefent  very  imperfeft. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  obfervcd,  ihat  he  had  come  down  to  the 
Houfe  fully  determined  to  bring  forward  the  motion  of  vi'hicb 
^he  had  given  notice;  but  undeiftandingthat  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  was  prevented  from  attending  by 
indifpofition,  he  felt  himfclf  once  more  under  the  neceffiiy  of 
poftponing  the  agitation  of  it,  conceiving  thj  prefence  of  ihc 
right  honourable  gentleman,  though  not  perhaps  abfolutely 
neceffary,  yet  of  fo  much  importance,    as  to  induce  him  to 
rifle  even  the  mifreprefentations  to  which  thefe  repeated  delays 
might  be  calculated  to  give  rife — He  knew  he  might  be  accufed 
of  infincerity,  and  of  a  wllh  to  get  rid  of  the  queftion.     This 
he/folemnly  pledged  himfelf  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  country 
was  not  the  cafe,  as  having  brought  it  forward  upon  due  deli* 
beration,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  queftion  of  ferious  importance, 
well  worthy  their  confideration,  and  certainly  of  weight  enough 
to  render  the  opinion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as 
much  from  his  talents,  as  from  the  charafler  which  he  held  in 
that  Houfe,  a  moft  dcfirable  objedl  of  attainment.     He  wiOi- 
cd  gentlemen  to  recollect,  that  it  was  no  queftion  of  innova- 
tion, no  child  of  fpccubtion,  to  which  he  meant  to  call  their 
attention,    that  it  related  to  a  refolution,    which  that  Houfe 
bad  annually  adopted  for  near  a  century,  which  if  it  meant 
any  thing,  Ihould  be  upheld  and  fupported,  or  if  nugatory, 
ufelefs  and  without  meaning,  (hould  be  deliberately  declared 
fo  for  the  fake  of  the  character  and  confiftency  of  their  pro- 
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ccedings.  For  his  own  part,  he  believed  it  to  be  founded  in 
found  conftitutional  wifdom,  that  the  more  it  was  inveftigated 
the  more  its  value  would  appear,  and  the  importance  be  efti- 
mated — He  (hould  therefore  conclude  by  deferring  theconfide- 
ration  of  it  till  Monday  next,  in  the  hope,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  be  nO  longer  prevented  from  attend- 
ing by  his  prefent  illnefs. 

.  Mr.  DUND AS  faid,  he  regretted  as  much  as'the  honourable 
gentleman  could  do  the  illnefs,  which  was  the  caufe  of  hi$ 
right  honourable  friend's  abfence  ;  but  he  begged  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  confulting  hi$  own  convenience,  (for  he 
did  not  fee  the  abfolute  necefTity  of  his  right  honourable  friend's 
prcfence)  would  recolleft,  that  it  was  extremely  late  in  the 
feflion,  that  he  might  have  brought  forward  his  motion  earlier, 
and  that,  as  he  (Mr.  Lambton)  believed.it  to  be  of  importance, 
he  could  hardly  exped  a  very  full  attendance,  ihould  he  perfift 
in  bringing  it  forward  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  begged  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  recoiled  for  a  moment  the  particular  circumilances  under 
which  he  brought  forward  ^his  bufmefs,  and  he  thought  he 
would  eafily  perceive,  that  he  could  not  have  given  an  earlier 
notice  than  he  had  done.  That  in  fa£t  it  arofe  from  the  nega-- 
tive  put  upon  the  motion  made  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr*' 
Grey)  for  referring  the  petition  which  he  had  prefented,  to  a 
Committee,  one  of  the  allegations  of  which  petition  bore  im- 
mediate relation  to  this  refolution  of  the  Houfe — now  had  his 
honourable  friend's  motion  been  acceded  to,  his  own  would 
have  been  unneceflary,  in  as  much  as  the  inquiry  .which  he 
meant  to  folicit,  would  by  that  meafure  have  been  adopted— 
that  on  Monday  next,  fliould  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
indifpoiltion  continue,  it  would  be  for  him  (Mr.  Lambton)  to 
confider  whether  he  felt  the  difculTion  of  this  queftion  of  fuch 
importance  as  to  induce  him  to  priefs  it  ^en  during  his  ab- 
fence, or  to  poftpone  it  till  next  feflion— he  confeffed  he  very 
much  wiflied  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman upon  it,  and  therefore  .fliould  continue  his  notice  for 
Monday  next. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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tVednffday^  t^thjuni. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  to-morrow  he  fliould  call  the  attefi^ 
lion  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fubjeS  of  the  impeachment  againft 
Mr.  Haftlngs.     By  the  report  on  the  table  concerning  the  ftate 
of  that  impeachment,  it  appeared  that  the  Managers  would 
not  be  ready  to  proceed  to  a  general  reply  in  lefs  than  five  or 
fix  weeks,  although  in  one  charge  they  might  be  able  to  pro- 
ceed fooner.     The  Lords  had  appointed  Monday  next  for 
that  purpofe.     He  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  it  would 
be  utterly  Impoflible  for  him  to  proceed  to  reply  on  that  day. 
This,  he  faid,  was  not  from  any  negligence  of  his,  for  with 
all  the  diligence  and  attention  he  was  able  to  employ,  he  found 
it  impoflible  for  him  to  be  prepared  at  that  period,  he  muft 
therefore  lay  in  his  claim  for  farther  time,  and  requeft  of  the 
Houfe  to  fend  a  meflage  to  the  Lords  to  put  off  the  trial  to  2 
future  day.     That  was  not  all,  for  he  (hould  aflc  whether, 
tnder  all  the  circumftances,  the  feflion  being  fo  far  advanced^ 
it  would  not  be  as  well  that  all  farther  proceedings  upon  thit 
fiibjed  fhould  be  poftponed  until  the  next  fcffion,  for  why 
fhould  the  Managers  now  proceed  to  one  charge,  when  it  was 
evidently  impoflible  for  them  to  proceed  beyond  it.     He  now 
gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he  fhould  make  a  motion  for  a 
meflage  to  be  fent  to  the  Lords  to  that  efle£l,  and  that  he  ihould 
be  ready  in  his  place  to  make  it  precifely  at  four  o'clock. 

On  the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day  upen  the  Famham 
Hop  bill, 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
chair.  This  produced  a  long  and  a  very  warm  debate,  in  the 
Courfe  of  which  the  Attorney  General  faid,  that  this  bill  was 
the  moft  monftrous  piece  of  oppreflion,  tyranny,  illegality, 
and  injuflice  he  ever  heard  of;  its  equal,  he  was  fure,  was  not 
io  be  found  in  the  annals  of  Parliament ;  and  he  ihould  have 
been  afliamed  of  himfelf  if  he  did  not  enter  his  rood  folemn 
proteft  againfl  its  principle,  as  tending  to  fliake  all  the  protec« 
tion  which  an  individual  could  have  to  hi5.  property  in  a  it^ 
ilate  againft  the  mofl  odious  and  deteflable  aAs  of  tyranny. 
The  Solicitor  General  exprefled  the  fame  fentiments,  aad  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  was  aiixious  his  name  fliould  not  appear  as  a 
party  to  this  robbery.    Sir  William  Scott  -conveyed  his  fcnft 
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dlfo  againft  the  bill,  in  terras  of  equal  warmth  and  reprehen- 
lion  ;  as  did  alfo  Mr.  Burton,  who  obferved,  that  there  were 
tio  epithets  of  reproach  in  the  Englifli  language  that  were  not 
dire£ily  applicable  to  the  principle  of  the  bill^ 

Mr.  ROSE,  and  many  other  gentlemen,  defended  the  bill, 
on  the  grounds  of  neccflity  and  expediency. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMETT  moved,  that  the  Houfc  do 
How  adjourn. 

This  produced  another  debate  of  confiderable  length,  after 
trhtch  the  Houfe  divided, 

For  the  adjournment,  15;    Againft  it,  45. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill,  and 
proceeded  to  the  hearing  of  Counfel. — Adjourned. 

Thur/day,  bth  June. 

Mr.  GREY  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fubjeft 
rf  which  he  had  given  notice  yefterday.  He  obferved  that  if 
there  was  any  gentleman  in  that  Houfe  conneflied  with  Mr. 
Haftings — and  pledged  to  him  by  any  thing  like  an  agreement ; 
if  there  were  any  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe  who  wer^  leagued 
with  him  to- thwart  all  the  proceedings  of  the  impeachment 
againft  htm-^if  there  were  any  Members  in  that  Houfe/  who 
could  be  fo  ixr  forgetful  of  the  duty  they  owed  to  the  Public^ 
and  the  regard  they  ought  to  have  for  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe^ 
fts  well^  the  honour  of  their  own  charaSer,  as  to  negleS  the 
duty  which  they  owed  to  the  Public,  for  the  purpofe  of  fcreen- 
itig  an  individual  from  public  jufticc^  in  a  caufe  in  which  th© 
Commons  of  England  were  the  profecutors  ;  to  fuch  perfons 
he  could  have  nothing  to  fay.  If  they  had  loft  all  fenfe  of  their 
duty,  he  could  not  help  it.  He  was  forry  to  fay  that  he  be- 
lieved there  were  fome  in  that  fituation,  but  that  there  were 
many  fuah  he  did  not  believe,  and  therefore  the  motion  which 
he  Ihould  have  the  honour  to  make  would,  he  trufted,  meet 
with  the  general  concurrence  of  the  Houfe.  He  muft  ob-. 
ferve  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Managers  of  the  Commons 
tipon  this  impeachment  ought  hot  to  be  placed  in  the  fituation 
in  which  they-ftood  at  prefent,  and  he  thought  alfo  that  it  was 
A  duty  they  owed  to  themfelves,  to  do  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  remove  the  odium  which  had  been  induftrioufly  caft 
upon  them  ia  confequence  of  the  delay  of  the  prefent  trial ; 
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and  yet  they  muft  not|  under  the  fear  of  the  impatation  of  de- 
lay>  proceed'  haftlly,  and  facrifice  the  great  duty  of  their  ib- 
tion.     If  the  Houfe  did  not  fo  far  give  them  credit  as  to  be 
convinced  from  general  principle,  and  from  their  particular 
knowledge  with  regard  to  the  difpodtion,  charader  and  coo- 
dud  of  the  Managers,  that  they  were  not  defirous  of  any  uo- 
neceflary  delay  in  the  profecution  of  this  trial ;  he  rauft  theo 
be  allowed  to  aflc,  what  pollible  intereft  there  could  be  to  than 
arifing  out  of  fuch  delay  i     Did  gentlemen  think  the  Managers 
could  derive  much  amufement  from  fuch  delay ;     He  wifbcd 
fuch  gentlemen,  if.  any  fuch  there  were,   would  take  upao 
themfelves  the  taflc  of  reading  fome  of  the  papers  which  be- 
longed to  this  trial,  and  which  he  had  been  compelled  to  at- 
tend to  for  fix  hours  a  day,  and  then  he  believed  they  wouli 
not  confider  the  bufinefs  as  a  matter  of  amufement.    He 
maintained  that  no  advantage  whatever  could  be  derived  to  Ac 
Managers,  to  the  profecutors,  or  even  to  Mr.  Haftings,  from 
proceeding  at  the  time  required  upon  one  part  of  this  great 
trial,  unlefs  Mr.  Haftings  wifhed  that  the  caufe  ihould  be  puz- 
zled and  perplexed,  and  the  evidence  and  arguments  obfcuitd, 
from  the  length  of  time  betwef^n  the  reply  upon  one  charge 
and  the  final  judgement  upon  the  whole  together.     But  upon 
the  queftion  of  delay,  he  fhould  diftindlly  (bte  the  reafons  why 
it  took  place,  by  which  it  would  appear  beyond  a  doubt  that  die 
Managers  had  no  ihare  in  creating  it.    Here  Mr.  Grey  entered 
into  the  hiftory  of  the  trial,  dating  that  the  Managers  had  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  accelerate  the  progrefs  of  it,  and 
that  they  were  brought  into  this  dilemma  by  the  fudden  dofe 
of  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defence,  and  the  flwrt  no- 
tice which  the  Lords  were  pleafed  to  give  for  the  Managers  to 
prepare  a  reply  on  the  charge  of  Benares,   and  upon  this  he 
muft  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  two  confiderations — Firft,  that  by 
being  thus  fuddenly  called  upon  to  make  a  reply  before  it  was 
poffible  for  them  to  be  prepared  for  it,  the  caufe  on  the  part  of 
the  profecution  muft  be  materially  injured.     Secondly,  that  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Haftings  no  honourable  advantage  could  be 
gained,  becaufe  final  judgement  could  not  be  thereby  accelerat- 
ed. Thefe  points  he  illuftrated  by  ftiewing  what  conne6Uon  the 
charge  of  Benares,  on  which  the  Managers  were  now  called 
to  reply,  had  with  the  other  charges,  and  the  impoffibilitytbat 
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XYkc  Lords  themfclves  could  be  able  to  underftand  the  cafe^ 
even  if  the  Managers  were  able  to  reply  in  the  prefent  fefljon, 
l>«caiire  much  of  the  evidence  was  yet  unprinted.     It  would 
:ilierefore  be  injurious  to  the  honour  of  Mr.  Hadings,  as  well 
SLS  prejudicial  to  the  profecution,  that  this  bufincfs  fliould  be  ^ 
Hurried  on,  as  propofed  by  their  Lord(hips ;  befides,  by  this 
mode  of  proceeding,  they  would  deprive  the  Managers  of  the 
privilege  of  a  general  reply  upon  the  whole  cafe,  to  which  they 
^wcTt  certainly  entitled.     It  was  remarkable  that  the  Lords  aU 
}owed  Mr.  Haftings  to  hear  all  the  charges  before  he  began  hit 
defence,  under  the  general  principle  that  every  party  (hould 
inanage  the  mode  of  conducing  his  cafe  according  to  his  own 
judgement.     What  was  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  the  profecu- 
tion  ?     The  Lords  faid  that  the  Managers  fhould  reply  as  they 
fhould  dirc£l,  and  reply  alfo  to  evidence  that  they  could  not 
have  read  or  feen  ;  and  their  Lordfhips  were  to  decide  upoii 
pvidenc^  which  they  had  not  read,  and  thus  to  determine  upon 
what  they  muft  be  unable  to  underftand  ;  for  this  muft  be  th? 
cafe  with  rcfpcft  to  all  the  papers  and  writings  which  had  been 
entered  as  read,  and,  becaufe  it  was  not  printed.     If  it  was 
neceflary  for  Mr.   Haftings  to  be  in  |)ofreffion  of  all  the  evi- 
.  dence  on  the  part  of  the  profecution,  brforc  he  began  his  de- 
fence, was  it  not  equally  neccflary  that  the  Managers  (hould 
be  in  pofTcflion  of  all  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defence 
before  they  began  |o  reply  ?     He  therefore  fubmitted  to  the 
Houfe,  whether  the  Lords  could  in  juftice,  in  candour,  or  in 
fairnefs  expeft  the  Managers  to  proceed  upon  their  reply  under 
all  thefe  circumdances  at  the  time  appointed.     But  the  difad- 
vantages  did  not  ftop  here  ;  for  he  readily  confefled  that  he  was 
not,  nor  could  he  be  able  to  proceed  to  the  reply  at  the  time 
appointed  by  the  Lords,  by  any  diligence  which  could  be  ufed ; 
and  therefore  that  part  of  the  cafe  muft  be  dcfeSive  until  the 
next  feffion,  and  then  the  defedl  muft  be  fupplied  by  thofc 
who  (hould  follow  him  in  the  reply  upon  the  other  charges: 
fo  that  the  (inal  judgement  would  not  be  accelerated  a  Angle 
day  from  this  hafte,  but  on  the  contrary  was  likely  to  be  re- 
tarded.    So  that  Mr.  Haftings,  if  it  was  his  defire  to  come  to 
an  honourable  inveftigation  of  the  cafe,  inftead  of  throwing  it 
into  confufion,  ought  to  wi(h  that  the  reply  upon  the  Benares 
charge  (hculd  not  be  made  until  the  next  feflion.    He  wi(hed 
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gentlemen  to  reflefl  on  the  I^tenefs  of  the  feflion^  and  then  fee 
"what  good  could  he  produced  by  proceeding  now  upon  any  part 
pf  this  trial.  If  he  was  aflced  how  he  knew  Aat  the  fefficH^ 
vras  near  at  an  end,  he  would  anfwer,  he  faw  it  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  thefe  alert  Lords,  who  oow 
^manded  fo  much  expedition  upon  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftiogs, 
had  fome  days  ago  found  it  neceffary  to  put  off  the  confidcra- 
tion  of  a  bill  brought  in  by  a  noble  Lord  upon  a  principle  of 
humanity,  to  relieve  many  diftrefled  and  miferable  objeds  \ 
fhefe  very  fame  Lords  had  thought  fit  tor  put  off  the  confidcra- 
tion  of  that  bill,  on  account  of  the  latenefs  of  the  felfion.  In 
"whatever  point  of  view  this  fubjeft  was  placed^^  lie  did  not  fee 
any  good,  but  he  faw  much  harm,  that  might  refult  from  tbe 
Managers  being  called  upon  to  reply  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre* 
fent  feflion,  and  much  of  that  harm  might  ultimaiefy  fall  upon 
Mr.  Haftings.  He  concluded  with  moving  to  the  following 
cffeft: 

**  That  a  meffage  be  fent  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  having  taken  into  conCdcatioa 
the  ftate  of  the  impeachment  now  depending  againft  Wancn 
Haftings,  Efq.  together  with  the  advanced  period  of  the  fef- 
fion,  ^re  convinced  that  it  will  not  only  be  impoHible  to  obtain 
judgement  on  the  feveral  charges  exhibited  againft  the  defcn-. 
dant,  but  that  they  cannot,  without  inconvenience,  complete 
the  reply  under  one  of  the  fcparate  heads  thereof,  in  the  pit-, 
fent  feflion ;  and  that  by  a  reply  the  charges  fhould  not  be 
broken,  the  whole.of  which  the  Lords  have  confidercd  as  one 
caufe,  and  that  tlierefore  the  Commons  defire  the  Lords  to 
poftpone  the  proceeding  to  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament, 
"^'hen  the  Commons  will  be  ready  and  defirous  to.  attend  from 
day  to  day,  if  they  think  fit,  to  make  good  their  charges." 

Mr.  WIGLEY  oppofed  the  motion,  as  tending  to  create 
delay. 

Mr.  LAW  oppofed  it  alfo,  and  obfcrved  that  the  delay  of 
this  trial  was  a  great  vexation  to  the  defendant;  The  caufe  bad 
lafted  fix  years  ;  he  knew  that  in  thefe  years  only  120  days  had 
been  allowed.  He  did  not  fay  that  any  party  was  to  be  accufw 
particularly  of  delay,  each  fhould  take  his  (hare,  but  he  thought 
that  no  more  fhould  take  place  if  the  Houfe  had  the  power  to 
prevent  it  y  he  faw  a  good  reafon  for  proceeding  this  feflion  as 


A.  1793.  DEBATES-  625 

far  SIS  the  Managers  could ;  perhaps  it  would  accelerate  the  de» 
cifion  a  quarter  of  a  year,  and  that  was  a  great  confideration  to 
Mr.  Halvings,  in  his  prefent  fltuatipn.  He  faid  he  had  been, 
in  India  for  a  confiderable  time,  but  he  claimed  the  right  of 
judging  impartially  upon  this  fubjeft,  as  well  as  thofe  who  af- 
fetSted  to  regard  all  perfons  in  his  fituation  as  in  fome  degree 
tainted  by  prejudice  upon  the  trial  of  an  India  Governor. — 
He  faid  he  had  no  particular  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Haftings, 
nor  any  extraordinary  friendfliip  for  him  j  that  he  had  blamed 
fome  part  of  his  conduct ;  but,  generally  fpeaking,  he  believed 
Mr.  Haftings  to  be  of  an  honcft  and  honourable  difpofition. 
The  delay  of  his  trial  he  was  fure  was  fuch  as  the  people  of 
this  country  were  generally  difplcafed  with,  and  was  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  our  Conftitution  ;  he  fhould  not  fay  where 
all  the  blame  was,  it, appeared  to  him  however  that  fome  of  it 
attached  to  the  Houfe  for  making  the  charges  too  long,  and 
pafling  fome  without  reading  them. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  in  anfwer  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
obferVed  that  he  had  in  computing  time  upon  a  comparative 
view  of  fads  upon  this  trial,  not  done  his  own  argument  juf- 
tice  ;  for  if  it  was  probable  that  the  reply  of  the  Managers 
Ihould  take  up  only  four  or  five  days  in  this  feflion,  that  would 
be  equal  to  a  whole  year  of  the  impeachment,  inftead  of  a 
quarter.  With  regard  to  the  opinion  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  exprelTed  of  Mr.  Haftings,  Mr.  Francis  faid,  that  a 
converfation  he  had  had  with  that  honourable  gentleman,  (the 
day  and  hour  he  could  refer  to  if  neceflary)  made  a  different 
impreffion  upon  him.  As  to  the  charges  being  {iaifed  without 
being  read,  he  ihould  only  obfervc,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not  be  a  very  high  authority  upon  that  fubjeft, 
btcaufe  at  the  time  they  were  palTed,  he  was  not  a  Member  of 
that  Houfe. 

Mr.  CAWTHONRE  oppofed  the  motion,  as  a  meafure  - 
of  unneceflTary  delay  ;  he  thought  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  made  it  would  be  well  prepared  at  the  day  appointed 
for  the  reply  ;  and  he  was  happy  to  fee  that  honourable  gentle- 
man's abilities  improving  every  day. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  bethought  that  the  Houfe  had  heard 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  the  beft 
reafon  they  could  have  for  poftponing  the  time  for  his  honour- 


626  PARLIAMENTARY  A,  1793. 

able  friend's  reply — ^that  his  abilities  were  in  a  ftatc  of  improve- 
ment from  day  to  day  ;  this  was  an  admirable  reafon  for  a 
little  delay  upon  this  bufinefs  ;  becaufe  if  that  was  true,  he 
would  be  able  to  proceed  with  immenfe  advantages  to  the  caufe 
at  the  beginning  of  the  next  feflion.  But  if  the  trial  went  on 
at  all  in  the  prefent  feflion,  the  Managers  would  be  compelled 
to  proceed  without  means  for  argument,  and  the  Lords  tnuOt 
determine  without  knowledge  ;  the  one  parly  proceeding  with- 
out knowing  any  thing  of  the  evidence  againft  the  charge 
which  they  were  to  fupport,  and  the  other  deciding  upon  the 
evidence  they  had  not  heard,  and  arguments  which  they  could 
not  in  that  cafe  underftand.  Mr.  Sheridan  argued  with  great 
force  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and  maintained  it  to  be  impof- 
fible  to  do  juftice  to  the  caufe  by  coming  to  a  reply  in  the  pre- 
fent feflion.  He  maintained  alfo  that  there  was  not  the  fmalleft 
colour  for  charging  the  Managers  with  delay,  and  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  he  verily  believed,  that  proceeding  to  a 
reply  as  the  Lords  propofed  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  would 
not  be  the  caufe  of  haftening  the  conclufion  of  the  trial  a  fingle 
hour. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  fupported  the  motion,  and  maio- 
tained  the  neceffity  of  that  Houfe  giving  all  the  afliftance  ia  its 
power  to  its  Managers.  He  faw  not  the  leaft  injuftice  or  hard- 
fhip  which  the  defendant  would  fuftain,  by  the  carrying  of  this 
motion  ;  if  he  did,  he  would  be  one  of  the  laft  to  aifent  to  it. 
Was  it  fuppofed  by  any  body,  that  final  judgement  wouM  be 
delayed  in  the  caufe  by  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  he  was  fatisficd 
that  this  motion  would  be  fo  far  from  protrading  the  trial,  that 
in  the  end  it  would  (horten  it.  If  the  Managers  proceeded  to 
reply  in  the  prefent  feffion,  as  propofed  by  the  Lords,  he  was 
clearly  of  opinion  it  would  be  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  waft- 
ing fo  many  days  as  they  fliould  be  employed  for  the  prefent 
feUion.  He  maintained,  that  as  to  delay,  the  Managers  were 
not  chargeable  with  it,  nor  was  that  Houfe  chargeable  ;  he  had 
no  diflSculty  in  faying  where  the  delay  came  from  ;  he  cared 
not  who  heard  it ;  he  ftated  the  delay  diftinftly  to  have  been 
with  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  they  met  at  too  late  an  hour  in  the 
day  ;  adjourned  for  too  long  a  period  ;  had  been  too  fcrupulous 
about  the  attendance  of  the  Judges  from  time  to  time,  when  in 
point  of  fa£t  they  had  no  occafion  for  the  alfiftancc  of  the 
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Judges ;  thus  they  loft  every  year  all  the  time  of  the  aflizcs.— 

WTiat  reafon  could  there  be  for  this  ?  Had  their  Lordihips  not 

legal  ability  enough  within  the  walls  of  their  own  chambers? 

Had  they  not  Lord  Thurlow — the  then  Chief  J'uftice  of  the 

Common  Pleas— Lord  Bathurft — and  a  noble  Earl  (Stanhope) 

•who  had  undertaken  to  teach  the  law  Lords  law  in  the  Houfe 

of  Peers  ?    To  be  ferious,  he  thought  their  Lordihips  might 

have  decided  many  queftions  upon  evidence  and  other  points^ 

-without  the  afliftance  of  the  Judges  ;  and  by  adjourning  to  their 

own  chamber  upon  all  thefe  points,  the  parade  of  the  thing 

wafted  the  time  that  ought  to  have  been  employed  in  tranfaft- 

jng  the  real  bufmefs  of  the  trial.     He  was  convinced,  that  had 

they  attended  in  the  morning,  and  taken  fix  hours  each  day  of 

fitting,  the  trial  would  have  been  over  in  the  firft  feflfion,  or 

early  in  the  beginning  of  the  fecond ;  for  fix  hours  in  one  day 

was  better  than  three  fittings  of  three  hours  each,  on  account 

of  the  buftle  and  parade  of  the  proceflion^     He  thought  it  his 

duty  to  fay  this,  in  order  that  there  (hould  not  be  a  falfe  im- 

predion  made  upon  the  Public ;  let  the  imputation  of  delay  reft 

where  it  ought  to  be,  with  the  Lords,  and  no  where  elfe  that 

he  knew  ;  for  he  had  no  ide?,  as  one  of  the  Members  of  that 

Houfe,  to  take  blame  where  he  did  not  deferve  it ;  in  all  views 

he  found  himfelf  bound  to  fupport  this  motion. 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  that  if  a  delay  till  Wednefday  next  had 
only  been  aflced,  he  might  poffibly  have  acquiefced  in  it,  though 
he  was  much  averfe  to  any  delay  i  but  he  found  it  impoflTible  for 
him  to  accede  to  the  prefent  motion  for  a  delay  till  next  feffion, 
particularly  as  he  could  not  agree  in  one  of  the  reafons  given 
in  the  motion  for  that  delay.  He  agreed  in  opinion  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  that  much  of  the  de- 
lay was  imputable  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  but  this  made  him 
the  more  averfe  to  the  leaft  appearance  of  delay  on  the  part  of 
that  Houfe ;  whether  the  bufinefs  would  be  much  forwarded 
by  the  Houfe  difagreeing  to  the  prefent  motion,  it  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  impofliblefor  him  to  tell. 

Sir  JOHN  TREVELYAN  faid,  he  had  never  fpoke  to 
Mr.  Haftings  in  his  life  ;  but  he  \^ould  not  allow  himfelf  to  be 
prevented,  by  the  general  threat  which  had  been  thrown  out 
by^  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  fromdo* 
ing  what  he  thought  right,  and  giving  it  his  negative :  frop 
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the  fame  principle  of  duty  he  had  voted  againfl  the  impeach- 
ment. 

Mr.  GREY  explained  ;  after  which  the  Houfe  divided  ; 
Ayes,  for  the  motion,  61  ;   Noes,  66. 

Mr.  BURKE  then  faid,  that  after  the  extraordinary  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Houfe,  as  it  appearedno  him,  he  thought  him-*^ 
felf  bound  to  give  notice,  that  to-morrow  he  (hould  bring  for- 
ward a  motion,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  neceffary  for  the 
juftice  and  honour  of  that  Houfe.     Adjourned. 

Friday^  "jth  yune, 

•Mr.  GRKY  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fub- 
je£t,  which  he  owned  appeared  to  him  of  confiderable  im- 
portance, and  with  regard  to  which  he  thought  it  would  be  im- 
pollitle  for  him  to  a6t  without  the  advice  and  direflion  of  that 
Houfe.  The  very  great  and  important  duty  which  devolved 
upon  the  Managers  of  the  Impeachment  againft  Mr.  Haiiings^ 
had  become  infinitely  more  difficult  than  ever  it  had  been  before, 
lince  the  vote  of  that  Houfe  laft  night.  If  he  had  adied  ac- 
cording to  his  own  feelings  upon  that  occafion,  he  Ihould  have 
folicited  the  Houfe  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the  lift  of  the 
Managers  for  conducing  that  impeachment.  The  Houfe  had 
certainly  a  right  to  impofe  upon  them  what  taflc  they  pleafcd  ; 
but  in  the  vote  he  had  alluded  to,  he  was  placed  in  a  lituation 
in  which  he  could  not  perforn^  what  might  be  faid  to  be  his 
duty,  in  a  manner  that  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  Public. 
If  the  Houfe  were  pleafed  to  impofe  a  tafk  upon  their  Mana- 
gers, it  Ihould  follow,  as  a  neceffary  confequence,  that  the 
Houfe  fliould  fupport  them  in  the  execution  of  that  duty.  If 
the  Houfe  thought,  that,  from  the  condu6l  of  the  Managers 
upon  this  impeachment,  it  had  been  brought  into  fuch  a  fitu- 
ation,  that  it  could  be  no  longer  carried  on  with  honour  to  that 
Houfe,  it  would  become  tlie  Houfe  at  once  to  fay  fo,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  it  by  an  immediate  vote,  and  then  proceed  to  ceo- 
fure  the  Managers  for  their  condufl.  If  circumllanccs  had 
arifen  that  induced  the  Houfe  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  condud 
of  the  Managers  had  been  in  any  degree  improper,  it  (hould  in 
^  manly  manner  declare  that  to  be  the  cafe  ;  a,t  any  rate  it 
could  not  be  proper  for  the  Houfe  to  fend  their  Managers  to 
th^  bar  of  the  Lords  to  condudl  a  difficult  and  ispportant  bufif^ 
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Ticfs,  which  the  Houfe,  in  faft,  wifticd  to  get  Vid  of,  not  by 
s.  vote,  but  by  an  indireft  mode  of  thwarting  them  in  fome 
points,  and  abandoning  them   in  others.     This  was  what  he 
-wifhed  not  to  be  the  cafe  ;  and  he  feh  it  heavy  upon  him  from 
the  recent  proceeding's  of  the  Houfe.     Upon  thcfe  grounds, 
lie  (hould  have  felt  himfclf  warranted  to  fay,  that  the  duty,  as 
It  now  ftood,  was  fuch   as  he  was  not  able  to  perform,  and 
therefore  he  (hould  pray  of  the  Houfe  to  diHr.ifs  him  from  a 
fituation  in  which  he  could  not  aft  with  propriety;  undoubt- 
edly that  would  be  his  wi(h,  and  he  ftiould  retire  from  the 
bufinefs,  if  the  Houfe  were  pleafed  to  Hgnify  their  confent  to 
it.     At  the  fame  time,  it  would  be  with  regret  that  he  (hould 
leave  thofe  with  whom  he  had  engaged  in  this  great  and  im- 
portant trial :  he  mu(t  confcfs,  it  vvould  be  a  fubjeft  of  very 
deep  regret  to  leave  them  at  all,  but  much  more  at  the  prefent 
moment,  and   in  the  prefent  (ituation.     However,  he  could 
not  help  it,  and  he  muft  confider  what  he  owed  to  himfelf  on 
the  prefent  occafion  ;  and  feeling  himfelf  unable  to  appear  at 
-the  bar  of  the  Lords  to  proceed  upon  the  trial  on  tiie  day  ap- 
pointed, as  a  Manager  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  to 
reply'upon  the  charge  now  before  their  Lordfhips  for  deter- 
mination, he  mud  dcfire  the  Houfe  to  difuiifs  him,  or  to  give 
him  fuch  directions  for  his  conduft,  by  which  he  might  be 
enabled  to  proceed  in  the  difcharge  of  a  talk  to  which  he  wai 
not  at  prefent  competent. 

Mr.  BUKKE  faid,  he  wiflied  fome  gentlemen  to  exprefs 
their  fentimcnts  upon  this  fubjjd,  by  which  the  Managers 
might  be  guided,  and  in  order  to  allow  ti!;:m  fome  time  for 
taking  thefcnfe  of  the  H'n:fe  upon  it.  lie  ohf.*rved  in  the 
ftile  of  this  proc.  cJ.Ing,  on  the  part  of  the  tkllrulunt,  a  great 
deal  was  uigcd  on  the  ground  of  corrpiflion  to  the  accufed. 
This  was  certainly  an  unufual  mode  of  conducing  a  criminal 
charge,  and  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  yet  pretended  to  favour 
the  profecution,  a  very  prevaricating  ilile  for  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  adopt ;  it  arofc  from  a  flimfy,  prevaricating, 
petty,  peevi(h  morality,  that  was  incompatible  with  the  dig- 
nity of  public  juftice.  It  was  a  bafe  and  fcandalous  laa- 
gnage,  that  (liould  be  difdained  by  that  Houfe,  when  in.  the 
cxercife  of  its  accufatorial  fundion.  The  fubje»fl  of  this 
trial  b4d  beea  attempted  to  be  convcited  into  a  fubje^t  of 
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mirth,  as  well  as  made  the  theme  of  compaflion  for  the  ac- 
cufed.  Thefe  things  were  improper  and  inconfiftent.  Xhere 
never  was  any  thing  fo  dull  as  infipid  mirth,  nor  any  thing 
fo  immoral  as  perverted  morality.  « We  heard  complaint  and 
appeals  to  compaflion  on  the  part  of  a  man  who  faid  he  dread- 
ed  he  (hould  be  a  beggar,  and  who  had  been  in  India  fourteen 
years,  enjoying  in  falaries  and  emoluments  the  fum  of  for^ 
thoufand  pounds  a  year.  We  heard  thefe  things  without  hor- 
ror and  aftoniftiment.  We  heard  a  man  appeal  to  compaf- 
fion  for  fear  of  his  being  reduced  to  beggary,  when  he  him* 
felf  had  caufed  two  unfortunate  women  to  be  robbed  of  one 
million  of  money 

Mr.  ROLLE  called  to  order ;  he  faid  he  had  taken  a  part 
againd  this  profccution  upon  a  former  occafion,  and  he  would 
do  fo  now ;  he  did  not  fee  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
was  in  order ;  there  was  no  queftion  before  the  Houfe. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  fubjeft  now  before  the 
Houfe  was  fuch  as  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  admit  of  any 
lofsof  time.  The  honourable  Manager,  in  his  application 
to  the  Houfe,  intreated  their  diredions  as  to  the  ftep  he  was 
to  t^ke  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  impeachment  againft  Mr. 
Haftings.  The  Houfe  of  Peers  had  already  adjourned  over 
to  to*morrow,  and  therefore  could  have  no  power  to  proceed 
upon  any  thing  on  that  day.  What  proceeding  they  could 
inftitute,  the  Houfe  would  vbe  under  the  neceflity  of  immedi- 
ately deciding,  in  order  to  direft  the  honourable  Manager. 
A  meflage  might  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  perhaps  to  defer  the 
farther  proceeding  on  the  trial  for  a  day  or  two,  as  the  cafe 
was  urgent.  It*  was  poffible  that  the  Lords  might  then  be 
fitting.  .A  motion  might  be  made  immediately  in  that  Houfe, 
and  a  meflage  might  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  while  they  were 
fitting,  to  defire  they  would  continue  to  fit  for  a  ihort  time 
in  order  to  receive  a  meflage  from  that  Houfe.  It  was  not  an 
unufual  thing,  in  the  cafe  of  an  impeachment,  to  require  the 
Lords  to  fit  for  fome  time  longer.  Under  thefe  circumftances^ 
he  begged  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  to 
abftain  from  any  obfervations  upon  the  general  queftion  at  the 
prefent  moment.  If  it  was  the  pleafure  of  the  Houfe  to  fend 
the  meflage  he  fuggefted  to  the  Lords,  the  Houfe  might  then 
have  time  to  determine  upon  another  meflage  to  the  Lords 
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and  it  would  then  be  to  be  determined  whether  they  Ihould 
require  that  the  trial  fliould  be  put  off  to  a  future  day.  If 
the  Lords  ihould  be  adjourned,  it  would  then  be  for  tha 
Hotjfe  to  confider  whether  they  could  direfl:  their  Manager* 
to  proceed  on  the  day  appointed,  and  then  intreat  the  Lords 
at  the  bar  to  put  off  the  trial  to  a  future  day ;  and  afterwards 
to  fend  a  meffage  to  the  Lords  to  induce  them  to  put  off  the 
trial  ftill  farther.  This  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  regular 
mode  of  proceeding  in  that  Houfe  ;  but  he  muft  oblerve  that 
the  fubjed  was  fuch  as  to  require  an  immediate  determi* 
nation. 

-  Mr.  BURKE,  after  a  few  words,  acquiefced  in  the  re- 
commendation from  the  Chair. 

It  was  then  whifpcred  that  the  Lords  were  adjourned. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  although  the  Lords  had  ad- 
journed to-day,  they  would  be  in  their  own  chamber  in  the  , 
morning  before  they  came  to  Weft minftei*- Hall,  and  a  mef- 
fage might  be  delivered  to  them  then,  and  the  meffage  might 
be  agreed  upon  this  evening,  and  might  be  carried  to  the 
Lords,  although  the  Commons  fhould  not  be  fitting  at  thaft 
time. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDy\S  faid,  that  he  (hould  not  feel 
himfelf  encouraged  to  expeft,  that  any  fuggeftion  from  him 
.would  induce  the  mind  of  the  Houfe  to  differ  from  the  opi- 
nion they  had  expreffed  yefterday,  as  to  the  poftponing  of  this 
trial,  if  there  were  not  ftrong  grounds  indeed  for  that  change. 
It  was  not  competent  for  him  now  to  move  precifely  the 
fame  motion  as  the  Houfe  had  yefterday  negatived ;  perhaps 
on  a  future  day  he  fliould  move  fomething  to  the  fame  effect, 
when  he  had  made  himfclf  maftcr  of  the  points  of  form  to  be 
obferved  in  fuch. a  cafe.  But  he  fliould  now  make  another 
experiment,  and  move  that  a  meffage  be  fcnt  to  the  Lords, 
to  requeft  farther  time.  He  then  intreated  the  Houfe  to  re- 
fledl  on  all  the  obfervations  which  had  been  made„  and  fo 
forcibly  urged  by  the  honourable  Manager  who  firft  called 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fubjeft  of  this  evening's  de- 
bate. He  concurred  with  that  honourable  gentleman  in 
every  fentence  he  had  uttered  upon  that  fubjeft,  and  having 
urged  the  neceiDiy  of  the  delay,  he  moved. 
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j  '*  That  a  meflage  be  fent  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  their 

Lordfliips,  that  the  Managers  appointed  by  that  Houfe  to 

I  condud:  the  impeachment  againft  Warren  Haflings,  Efq. 

ivill  not  be  able  to  proceed  on  Monday  next  upon  that  trial ; 

and  therefore  that  the  Commons  defire,  that  their  Lordfhips 

'  will  appoint  another  day  for  that  purpofe.*' 

The  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  if  this  meflage  was  agreed 
tOy  and  carried  up  to  the  Lords  on  Monday  morning,  be- 
fore their  Lordihips  proceeded  to  Weftminfter-Hall,  that 
Houfe  fhould  be  in  a  ftate  to  receive  the  anfwer  ;  it  would 
therefore  be  neceflary^  that  forty  Members  (hould  be  in  the 
Houfe  early  for  that  purpofe. 

Sir  JOHN  INGLEBY  moved  the  (landing  order  of  the 
Houfe  that  ftrangers  fhould  withdraw.  Strangers  withdraw 
accordingly. 

After  a  debate  of  confiderable  length,  the  Houfe  divided 
on  Mr.  Dundas's  motion. 

Ayes,  82 ;  Noe?,  46.     Majority  for  the  motion,  36. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  on  the  Famham  Hop 
bill. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  oppofed  the  going  into 
'  the  adjourned  Committee  on  this  bill,  which,  he  faid,  ap- 

peared to  him  to  be  the  mod  violent  meafure,  that  had  ever 
been  attempted  to  be  carried  through  Parliament* 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  conceived  himfcif  called 
upon,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  by  a  regard  to  public  duty> 
to  give  his  mod  decided  oppofition  to  a  bill  which  militated 
againft  every  principle,  on  which  refted  the  facred  and  invi- 
olable fecurity  of  private  property. 

Mr.  BEARCROFT  reprobated  the  principle  of  the  bill 
in  terms  no  lefs  Itrong.  He  could  confider  it,  he  faid,  in  no 
other  view,  than  as  a  moftunjuft  and  unconftitutional  attempt 
to  rob  a  private  individual,  by  a£l  of  Parliament,  to  commit 
a  robbery  by  legiflative  authority. 

Lord  GEORGE  CAVENDISH  was  of  a  different  opi- 
nion ;  in  the  prefent  inftance,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  a  grofi 
z&  of  opprefCon  had  been  attempted  by  an  individual,  and 
he  thought  it  cxtrenciely  proper  that  Parliament  ihould  inter- 
fere to  prevent  it. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  begged  leave  to  aflc  the  noble 
Lordy  whether  he  meant  to  ftate  that  an  individual  was  guilty 
of  oppreflion  in  ufing  his  property  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  laws  of  his  country  authorifed  him  to  ufe  it,  and  in  de» 
riving  from  it  fuch  emolument  as  he  was  legally  entitled  to  ? 
He  argued  ably  againft  the  bill,  and  faid  he  felt  himfelf  called 
upon  to  give  it  his  moft  decided  oppofition  in  every  ftage  of 
its  progrefs. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  confeffed  himfelf  perfeaiy 
^(lonifhedy  that  after  the  opinions  which  had  been  delivered 
with  rcfpe6l  to  the  principle  of  the  prefent  bill,  by  all  the 
law  authority  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
below  him  (Mr.  Rofe)  fliould  pertinacioufly  perfift  in  carry- 
ing it  through  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  ROSE  got  up,  and,  with  much  warmth,  exprefled  his 
furprife  that  the  honourable  Baronet,  or  any  other  gentleman* 
Ihould  dare  to  impute  pertinacity  to  him,  while  he  was  only 
following  out  a  meafure  which  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  had 
repeatedly  fandlioned  by  their  approbation.  He  declared 
himfelf  as  independent  as  any  man  in  that  Houfe,  and  faid  ho 
could  not  feel  very  comfortable  under  fuch  an  ipputation* 
The  bill  appeared  to  him  bothjuft  and  neceflary  ;  unqueftion- 
ably,  therefore,  he  would  perfevcre  to  the  end  in  giving  it 
every  fupport  in  his  power. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN,  in  explanation,  faid,  that 
his  admiration  of  a  man  propojlti  tenacem,  could  only  extend 
to  that  man  whofe  propojitum  vf^sjujium. 

Mr.  Cawthorne,  Mr.  Stanley,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Lord 
William' Ruflell,  fpoke  in  faVour  of  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  Burton, 
Mr.  Eftwick,  and  Mr.  Wigley,  againft  it. 

The  Houfe  divided  ; 

Ayes,'  for  going  into  the  Committee    38 
Noes,  -        -        -        -  19 

The  Houfe  refolved  into  a  Committee  ;  and  on  a  motion 
chat  Counfel  be  called  in,  the  Committee  divided  ; 
Ayes,  44;    Noes,  4. 

Counfel  were  called  in,  and  heard  upon  the  bill. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

y©L.  XXXV.  4M 
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Monday y  xoth  June, 

A  tncfljige  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  tbcir 
Irordfliips  had  agreed  to  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade 
and  Government  of  India,  and  that  they  would  proceed  far- 
ther in  the  trial  of ^Wafrcn  Haftings,  Efq.  on  the  firft  Tuef- 
day  in  the  next  fcflion  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  BURCJ^  obfervedy  that  there  had  been  a  rumoury 
that  fome  companies  of  militia  had  been  embodied,  but  that 
there  were  no  arms  for  them  ;  he  wifhed  to  know  the  reafon 
for  it;  he  hoped  thcfe  were  arms  enough  for  them  at  the 
Towcf.  He  therefore  moved,  that  a  lift  of  the  neceflary 
arms  now  in  the  Tower  be  bid  upon  the  table  of  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  obferved,  that  it  had  always  been 
underftood  there  was  a  ftand  of  arms  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  kept  in  the  Tower  fubje£l  to  the  immediatB 
orders  of  His  Majefty  when  neceffity  called  for  them. 

Mr;  ROSE  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
prefs  this  motion  at  this  time. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn,  under  an  underflanding 
it  was  to  be  renewed  on  Wednefday. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  then  took  notice  of  the  fubjea 
which  had  juft  been  opened.  He  faid,  that  if  there  was  a 
fcarcity  of  arms,  it  was  neceflary  it  fhould  1>e  known  when 
that  fcarcity  arofe.  He  wifhed  it  to  be  publicly  known 
what  was  the  ftate  of  arms  in  the  Tower  when  a  noble  Mar- 
quis (Townfliend)  left  it;  he  felt  a  great  deGre  to  do  juftice 
to  the  character  of  that  noble  Marquis.  Here  Mr.  Courte- 
'  nay  fpokein  the  moft  handfbme  terms  of  this  noblenian,  and 
concluded  with  moving, 

**  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  the  return  of  the 
numbqr  of  fmall  arms  and  army  ftores  that  were  at  the 
Tower  on  the  ift  of  January  1781." 

Mr.  ROSE  wilhed  this  motion  alfo  to  be  poftponed,  and 
that  if  the  fubjed  muft  be  difcufled,  that  the  two  motions 
ihould  be  made  on  the  fame  day. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  fald,  he  faw  no  reafon  for  any  delay 
upon  this  occafion.  Whether  Minifters  were  willing  or 
not  to  let  the  Public  fee  a  ftatement  of  the  arms  now  in  the 
Tower,  there  was  no  reafon  why  the  account  ihould  Aat  be 
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laid  before  the  Public  of  the  ftate  of  them  at  the  time  thf 
noble  Marquis  was  at  the  head  of  the  ordnance, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  fupported  the  motion^ 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  oppofed  it,  on  thtf 
ground  that  no  reafon  bad  been  given  for  its  being  agreed  to, 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  he  had  nothing  in  view,  but  one^ 
which  was  to  afcertain  the  truth  upon  this  fubje£t  ^  ^nd  the 
ground  he  went  upon  was,  that  there  had  been  a  rumour 
that  militia  had  been  called  ort ;  and  that  there  were  no  arms 
to  put  into  their  hands.  The  motion  now  before  the  Houfe 
he  underftood  to  be  only  a  prelude  to  another  inquiry, 
which  he  underftood  to  be  commenced, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  thought  there  were  ftrong 
grounds  for  inquiry.  It  had  been  ftated  by  an  honourable 
Member,  that  feveral  parties  of  militia  had  applied  for  arms 
that  they  were  not  provided  with  ;  and  that  there  were  not 
fuificient  arms  to  be  had  fpr  them  at  the  Tower,  He  did 
not  think  that  this  motion  was  of  any  great  importance,  un-* 
Jefs  the  other  was  revived.  He  had  heard  there  was  only  a 
(land  for  between  twQ  and  three  thoufand  men ;  if  fo,  fbut 
he  did  not  pretend  to  know)  there  had  been  great  negligence 
fomewhere,  particularly  at  9  time  wh^n  there  had  been  ere* 
^ted  fo  ferious  an  alarm  about  an  internal  iqfurredion  10, 
this  country ;  hut  that  there  had  been  no  real  occafion  for 
more  arms,  was  a  proof  of  what  he  always  thought,  and 
often  faid,  wanted  no  proof,  that  the  whole  of  the  cry  of 
alarm  was  without  foundatioi^.  He  had  no  objection  to  this 
motion  being  put  off  to  a  future  day,  but  he  thought  th^ 
other  motion  ought  to.  be  m^de  alfo. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  oppofed  the  motioa, 

Mr.  ROSE  laid,  he  really  had  no  knowledge  whatever 
upon  the  fuhjed ;  this  was  the  firft  time  he  beard  of  it,  but 
he  could  not  conceive  tha^t  any  advantage  goyld  be  derived 
frora  bringing  it  forward  at  the  prefent  moment. 

Mr.  BURCH  faid  a  few  words,  and  feemed  to  think  his 
motion  ought  not  to  be  perfifted  inj^  after  what  he  had  heard 
upon  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  COURTEKAY  replied. 

The  Houle  divided ; 

^  4M  Z 
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For  the  motion,  10  ;  Againft  it,  30. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuejday,  wth  Junu 

On  motion  that  the  report  of  the  Scotch  Goal  bill  be  norir 
received,  Counfel  was  called  in  and  heard  for  the  petitioner. 
Sir  John  Hendcrfon,  againft  the  bill.  Counfel  having  with- 
drawn, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  fald  a  few  words  in  anfwer  to 
the  objeSions  of  the  learned  gentleman,  and  in  fupport  of 
the  principle  and  provifions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid  a  few  words,  and  al- 
luded to  the  hardfliips  under  which  the  citizens  of  London 
(whom  he  praifed  for  the  chcarfulnefs  with  which  they  paid 
taxes)  laboured  on  account  of  the  heavy  duty  they  paid  for 
coals,  being  8s.  4d.  per  chaldron,  and  more  than  any  other 
body  of  men  paid  for  that  article  :  he  hoped  that  when  thefc 
citizens  came  to  apply  for  relief  in  that  refpeft,  the  proceeil- 
ings  of  this  day  would  be  remembered. 

The  report  was  then  received,  read,  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  if  then 
ingroffed. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe  do 
now  refolve  iifelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
confider  farther  of  the  bill  to  prevent  the  fupply  of  foreign 
iflands  with  flaves.  This,  he  faid,  was  merely  to  ftrikeout 
fome  claufes  of  the  bill  which  were  unnecelTary,  and  not  to 
ajld  any  thing,  or  to  change  the  principle  of  the  bill  in  the 
leaft  refpedl. 

This  motion  was  oppofedby  Lord  SHEFFIELD  and  Mr. 
ESTWICK,  upon  a  point  of  order  ;  they  maintained  that 
notice  ought  to  have  been  given  of  this  motion. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  gave  notice,  that  he  fliould  move 
to-morrow  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  this  Commit- 
tee.    He  then  withdrew  the  prefjnt  motion. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

If^ednejdayj  I2ibjune. 

Mr.  ROSE  informed  the  Houfe,  that  on  account  of  the 
late  period  of  the  prefect  fefSon,  he  fhould  defer  to  the  next 
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the  farther  proceedings  on  the  Famham  Hop  bill ;  he  juftified 
the  (leps  he  had  taken  in  this  bufjnersy  as  being  founded  on 
the  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  ,and  obfcrved,  that  as  to  the  remedj 
to  be  applied  to  the  grievance  complained  of,  he  did  not  know 
prccifely  what  the  Houfe  would  think  expedient  to  do  ;  per- 
Jiaps  a  general  regulation  might  take  pkce  ;  for  It  was  a  clear 
cafe,  that  taking  the  tythe  of  hops  in  kind,  would  occafion 
the  total  deftruflion  of  the  article ;  fomething,  therefore^ 
muft  be  done  in  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament  upon  that  fub- 
jea. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  fupply  of  foreigners  with 
Haves  ;  which  being  read, 
'  Mr.'  CAWTHORNE  oppofed  it,  as  did  alfo  Mr.  EST- 
WICK.  '  '        ' 

A  fliort  debate  took  place.     The  Houfe  divided  j 
For  the  motion,  29;  Againft  it,  31. 

The  bill  was  therefore  loft. 

Mr.  FOX  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he  fhould  calltlfc 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  prefent  war,  and  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  reafon  for  its  continuance  on  our  part,  after  the  ob- 
jeft  for  which  we  entered  into  it  was  obtained. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
a  paper,  called  The  World,  dated  the  27th  of  May,  con- 
taining a  fcandalous  refleftion  on  the  Managers  appointed  by 
that  Houfe  to  conduft  the  impeachment  againft  Mr.  Haftings. 
It  was  there  ftatcd,  that  a  right  reverend  Prelate  (the  Arch- 
biftiop  of  York)  did  fay,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  fit 
filent,  to  liften  to  the  illiberal  conduft  of  the  ^Janagers  ;  that 
they  examined  a  witnefs  as  if  he  was  not  a  wilnefs,  but  a 
pickpocket ;  and  that  if  Marat  or  Roberfpierre  were  there, 
they  could  not  conduil  the  impeachment  in  a  more  fcanda- 
lous manner,  &c.  This,  Mr.  Whiibread  faid,  was  highly 
indecorous,  and  an  infult  not  only  on  the  Managers,  but  alfo 
on  the  Houfe  of  Commons  itfelf;  and  they  could  not  expedl 
the  Houfe  to  think  highly  of  them,  if  they  did  not  vindicate" 
their  own  dignity,  and  take  fuch  fteps  as  might  lead  to  punifti 
the  propagators  of  fuch  fcandalous  calumny.    He  could  have 
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wijhed  tohave  confined  his  motion  to  the  perfen  who  uttered 
the  words  ^  but  he  found  that  to  be  impoflible,  and  that  he 
muft  move  for  the  profecution  of  the  printer  of  the  paper  in 
which  they  were  reported.  Indeed  the  printer  had  thought 
fit  to  make  comments  on  thefe  words,  and  thefe  comments 
were  fuch  as  tended  to  juftify  the  language.  Here  Mr. 
Whitbread  read  the  comments,  and  obferved>  that  that  Houle 
ought  to  take  the  matter  up  fferioufly,  both  with  regard  to  the 
printer  and  the  right  reverend  Prelate  ;  the  one  for  the  com- 
inents,  and  the  other  for  ptterinc  the  words.  That  the 
Archbifliop  ha4  made  ufe  of  very  fcandalous  expreflionsy  he 
could  prove ;  for  he  had  been  at  the  pains  of  procuring  a 
tranfcript  from  the  Short-hand  writer's  notes  taken  at  tbc 
trial.  They  fbted,  that  after  the  examination^  by  Mr.  Burke, 
of  a  witnefs  on  the  25th  of  May,  the  Archbifliop  faid,  "  Upoo 
my  wordj  my  Lords,  this  proceeding  is  intolerable  ;  the 
gentleman  at  your  bar  is  treated  likc;a  pickpocket ;  and  if 
Marat  or  Roberfpicrre  were  in  the  box,  they  could  not  con- 
duA  themfelyes  in  a  more  improper  manner  than  I  have  of-* 
ten  witneflTcd  in  the  courfe  of  this  trial."  This  was  the  fub- 
ftancc  of  what  the  right  reverend  Prelate  faid.  Mr.  Whit- 
bread then  expatiated  on  the  impropriety  and  indecency  of 
thefe  expreflions^  and  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  fupport  the 
Managers  and  their  own  dignity.  The  mode  which  he  (hould 
propofe  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  dn}y  one  which  the  Houfb 
ought  to  adopt  upon  this  occafron.  It  was,  to  addrcfs  His 
Majefty,  praying  that  he  might  dired  the  Attorney  General 
to  profecute  the  printer  of  this  paper,  and  then  to  inftitute 
an  inquiry,  in  form,  whether  the  words  alluded  to  had  been 
uttered,  when,  where,  and  by  whom. 

The  SPEAKER  fuggefted  to  the  Houfe  the  propriety  of 
following  precedent  upon  this  occafion,  and  referred  to  the 
journals.of  the  date  of  the  i6th  of  June,  1789,  where  a  pro- 
fecution had  been  inftituted  againft  the  printer  of  the  World, 

for  fcandalous  reflexions  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons.- ^ 

Thefe  journals  being  lead,  and  the  paper  now  in  (jueftioQ 
^  delivered  in  and  read, 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  moved,  *«  That  the  paragraph  now 
read  contains  reflections  of  a  very  grof:>  and  fcandalous  na« 
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^ure,  and  Is  a  libel  on  the  Managers  appointed  by  this  Houfe 
t:o  condu£t  the  impeachment  now  depending  againft  Warren 
JHaftings,  Efq/' 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  he  rofc  to  fecond  the  motion,  and  fup- 
port  it  by  a  fingle  obfcrvation,  fuggefted,  perhaps,  by  refent- 
tnent  for  the  wounded  honour  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  a  particular 
friend,  but  leading,  as  he  thought,  to  refleSions  materially 
conneSed  with  the  prefent  fubjeS.  Ever  fince  I  have  been 
concerned  in  the  tranfaftion  of  public  affairs,  oi*  indeed  of  any 
ether,  it  ha?  been  my  endeavour  and  pradice,  taught  me,  per- 
haps, by  inftrudion,  and  certainly  confirmed  by  habit,  to  turn 
every  thing  I  read,  or  hear,  or  fee,  or  obferve  in  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  life,  whether  it  pafles  before  me,  or  whether  I  find  it 
xecordcd  in  hiftory,  fome  way  or  other  to  my  own  acxounty 
that  is,  to  the  improvement  of  my  judgement,  or  to  the  direc- 
tion of  my  condufi.  But  I  do  mod  folcmnly  declare,  that, 
Uncc  I  have  had  any  knowledge  of  hiftory,  x>r  any  acquaintance 
with  human  affairs,  I  never  yet  received  fuch  a  prudential  lef- 
fon,  as  that  which  it  conveyed  to  me,  and  to  all  men,  through 
the  medium  of  my  right  honourable  friend,  by  the  faft  which 
is  now  brought  before  you.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into 
the  praife  or  blame  of  any  thing  that  has  been  faid  or  done  by 
my  right  honourable  friend,  much  lefs  to  infift  upon  the  emi- 
nence of  his  abilities,  the  extent  of  his  knowledge,  or  the  per-  . 
fevering  application  of  his  faculties,  to  every  fubjedl  that  en- 
gages his  attention.  The  extraordinary  endowments  of  his 
mind  are  too  well  known  to  require  or  admit  of  illuftration,  by 
any  thing  I  could  fay  of  him.  But  there  is  one  part  of  his  per- 
fonal  character,  which  I  muft  take  notice  of,  becaufe  it  im-^ 
mediatdy  concerns  my  prefent  purpofe.  It  is  the  well-known 
charafler  of  my  right  honourable  friend,  that,  in  whatever  he 
undertakes  or  docs,  he  does  nothing  by  halves,  but  every  thing 
with  force  and  vehemence,  and  even  in  matters  of  lefs  import- 
ance, as  the  Italians  call  it,  con  amore.  He  may  be  right  or  he 
may  be  wrong ;  but  he  is  always  in  earneft.  ^md  cunqut  vuU 
valdo  vult.  There  i«  nothing  like  double  dealing,  or  hypocrify, 
or  prevarication  in  his  charafler.  Whenever  he  takes  part,  he 
goes  the  full  length  of  his  opinion^  You  know  the  worft  or 
the  beft  of  him.  ^  On  one  particular  fubjeS,  we  all  remember 
with  what  zeal  and  ardour  he  declared  himfelf.    Never,  never 
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fince  ranks  and  gradations  hav'c  cxiftedin  fociety,  has  there  ap- 
peared in  thcworid  an  advocate  fo  able,  a  champion  fo  deter- 
mined, in  the  caufe  of  the  upper  orders  in  our  conlUiution,  as 
my  right  honourable  friend.     He  is  a  powerful  advocate  whcrc- 
cver  he  takes  part.     If-  ever  there  was  a  ufeful  and  ardent  de- 
fender of  Nobility,  of  Prelacy,  of  Hierarchy,  it  is  he.     Kow 
mark  the  return  he  receives.     I  am  not  alluding  to  a  commoo 
or  cafual  inftance  of  vulgar  ingratitude,  but  to  the  particular 
fpecies  and  charaftcr  of  the  ingratitude  he  has  met  with,  and 
from  what  quarter  it  comes.     A  moft  reverend  Prelate,  a  pious 
Archbi(hop,  a  Judge  in  the  Seat  of  Judgement,  a  Spiritual 
Lord  of  Parliament,  in  the  face  of  Europe  and  of  the  world, 
compares  my  right  honourable  friend  to  two  of  the  moft  aban- 
doned and  defpcrate  ruffians,  in  his  Grace's  eftimation  at  leaif, 
that  ever  difgraced  the  caufe  of  democracy — ^to  Marat  and  Rs- 
berjpterre ;  and  declares,  that  my  right  honourable  friend  is 
not  a  bit  better  than  cither  of  them. — Sir,  he  was  a  wife  man 
who  faid,  Put  not  your  trujl  in  Princes*     But,  after  this  afto- 
nifhing  example,  I  think  that  man  muft  be  infatuated^  muft 
be  a  fool  indeed,  who  (hall  hereafter  put  his  truft  in  Bifiiops. 
Mr.  Secretary  [DUNDAS  faid,  that  when  men,  fuppofed 
to  be  under  the  guidance  of  reafon  and  judgement  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  yielded  to  the  heat  of  their  paflions,  and  faid  im- 
proper things,  it  only  proved  that  they  had  the  frailties  of 
other  men,  and  ought  to  acknowledge  it.     Having  faid  this, 
he  confeflcd  that  when  he  came  to  the  circumftanccs  of  the 
prefent  cafe,  difficuhies  occurred  to  him  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Houfe  (hould  or  could  proceed.     He  had  no  hefita- 
tion  in  faying,  that  the  Managers  of  the  impeachment  ought 
to  have  the  proteftion  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  he  was  glad  to  learn, 
that  the  right  honourable  Manager  (Mr.  Burke),  who  was  in 
the  box  when  thefe  unhandfome  cxpreffions  were  uttered,  had 
behaved  with  fuch  moderation  as  he  did  ;  his  condu£l  was  very 
noble :  he  had  put  on  it,  as  it  were,  a  dcafnefs  upon  the  occa- 
fion,  which  formed  an  admirable  contraft  with  the  intempe- 
rance of  the  other  party.     But  although  this  was  his  opinion, 
yet  he  did  not  know  how  the  Houfe  could,  confiftently  with 
its  dignity,  proceed  :  they  bad  no  authentic  mode  by  which 
they  could  make  it  appear  upon  tlieir  records  tliat  the  words 
were  uttered.    This  complaint  fliould  have  been  made  in* 
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llantly,  if  at  all.     Suppofing  ^hat  Houfe  fliould  compUin'to 
the  other  of  thefe  words  being  fpoken  by  the  right  reverend 
Prelate  upon  the  trial,  the  Court  before  which,  the  trial  was 
depending  had  adjourned  for  fevera\  months ;  and  therefore  no 
proceeding  of  any  kind  at  this  tinie  could  be  had  from  that 
Court.     With  regard  to  the,  paper  upon  the  table,  the  Houfe 
might  direft  a  profecutron  againll  the  Printer  ;  and  then  were 
they  fure  the  Jury  would  convift  ?     If  they  Ihould  acquit  the 
prifbner,  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  was  fo  far  leflened,  becaufc 
it  would  appear  that  they  were  more  jealous  of  their  honour 
than  a  Jury  of  .the  country  thought  they  ought  to  be.  -  This 
had  happened  before,  and  no  friend  to  that  Houfe  would  wi(h 
to  fee  it  again.     However,  -he  went  no  farther  than  to  doubt 
upba  the  fubj^S,  and  if  any  honourable  Meinber  fhould  point 
out  how  the  Houfe  could  regularly  proceed  to  a  fafe  point  in 
vindication  of  its  honour  and  fuppott  of  its  Managers,  he 
fhould  be'  ready  to  withdraw  all  his  objeftions.  ,  Butihe  conr 
fefledt  as  tlie  whole  cafe  appeared  to  him,  thebefl  thing  the 
Houfe  could  do  at  prefcnt  was  to  take  no  fa/tlier  notice,  and 
therefore  he  fhould  move  that   the  Houfe  fhould.  adjourn^ 
Pcihaps"  the  prefent  difcuffion  might  h^ve  a  good  e%ft  :  he 
dared  fay  the  right  reveicnd  Prelite  How  heartily  wiib<:d  he 
had  never  uttered  the  wordy^in  quetlion,  and  the  right.honour- 
able  Mknagpr  gained  fatisfaftion  for  the.infuk  by  contempla- 
ting on  the  advantage  he  had  ever  his  adverfary  in  the  great 
contraft  of'  their  behaviour.   I  He  then  moved,  "That  this 
Houfe  do' how  adjourn."         ^     . 

Mr.  WINDHAM  fa|d>  he  fch  asftrongly  as  any  "man  the 
extreme  outrage  that  was  committed  by  fpeakiiigthcrwo^ds  al* 
luded  to,  but  he  felt  a  doubt  in  his  own  mind  wttether  the  purV 
pofe  to.be  wifhed  would  be  guned  by  4he  prefe;it.ipeafurcy 
He.  concurred  in  truding  that  the  oifenfive  words  uttered  had 
been  followed  up  by  a  proper  refle6lion  in  the  mind  of  th^ 
fpeaker.  He  agreed  alfo.that  the  contraft  betwe^  the  interfqf 
rence  of  the  Acchbiibop,.  and  the  calm,  manly  [dyi^gnity  of  the^ 
right  honourable  Manager,  was  highly  to  the  sidvantage  of  the 
latter,  particularly  when  it  was  confidered  by  wJv>m/the;word^ 
were  uttered,  to  Vfbom  they* were  addreiled,  and  the  dignified 
mode  in  which  they  were  received..  Taken. altdgetjier,  thy 
matter  muft  be  a  fource  of  fatisfaftion  lo  the  ^Uxigs  of  thf 
Vol.  xyy V.  J.  N 
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fight  honotftable  gentlemsin ;  and,  upon  that  view  of  thelub- 
]eSt,  he  felt  no  diQScolty  in  acquiefcing  in  the  motion  for  ad^ 
jotirnmeht.  With  refpeA  to  the  printer^  he  was  of  optnioa 
ihat  the  comments  contained  in  the  paper  alluded  to  were  as 
icandalous  as  need  be ;  bat  thm  the  printer  flood  iir  a  (ituatioa 
which,  although  it  did  not  leilen  his  criminality,  yet  made  it 
perhaps  unadvifeable  to  purfue  him,  for  he  was  much  lefs  cri- 
minal than  the  per/on  who  uttered  the  expreffions;  and  h 
Would  appear  aukward  before  the  Publicj  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  (hould  profecute  the  lefler  offender,  at  a  time  wiieii 
they  weie  compelled  to  fuSer  the  greater  to  remain  munoleft« 
ed  :  it  would  look  like  punifbing  an  acceflary,  and  forgiving 
die  principal.  Thefe  appeared  to  him  to  be  difEcultie$»  but 
they  were  not  points  upon  which  he  had  entirely  made  up  hit 
mind  ;  they  appeared  to  him  to  furnifli  an  apology  for  an  ad- 
journment. However,  he  felt  fo  ftrongTy  the  neceflity  of  fup^ 
porting  the  Managers  upon  this  occafron^  that  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  made  the  firft  motion  ihould  think  fit  to 
periift  in  it,  he  fliould  vote  with  htm,  though  he  coqU  wifli  lor 
an  adjournment. 

Mr.  BURKE  flrflfured  the  Hon(e,  that  the  motion  crf'tbe  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  brought  this  bufinefs  forward  was 
concerted  without  the  fmalleft  sqpplicatioa  to  him^  He  then 
adverted  to  the  mifehtef  of  the  words  in  queftion,  and  of  the 
mifchievous  tendency  of  paragraphs,  which  had  appeared  from 
time  to  time  upon  the  proceedings  of  tKe  impeachment  ever 
fmce  it  was  commenced.  He  was  fure  the  Hotife  would  at 
hft  be  compelled  to  deal  with  a  heavy  hand  with  refpe^l  to  the 
authors,  printers^  and  pobtiibers  of  diefe  fcan^alous  libels  tqMo 
the  Managers,  and  all  who  wei^  concerned  in  that  profecu* 
tion.  Some  time  or  other  he  was  fure  it  muft  be  fo«  With 
tegard  to  the  original  motion,  he  could  «ot  agree  to  k ;  for  he 
ihouki  never  agree  to  fending  into  the  Court  of  King's  Beach 
!he  trial  of  the  privileges  of  that  Houfe,  becaufe  that  Houfe 
was  able,  and  ought  always  to  be  ready^  to  vindicate  its  own 
privileges ;  and  die  mode  was  die  iifuhig  their  attachments 
He  fiid  'he  fhduld  'not  vote  at  all  upon  the  fobjed,  and  he 
tame  to  the  Hou(e  chiefly  for  the  purpo&^of  repeating  what 
he  had  often  faid,  that  he-proteficd  againft  commkdng  the  pti* 
Sieges  of  thai  Houfe  to  any  tribunal  under  Heaven,  cxo^ 
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its  own,  which  was  always  to  be  enforced  by  attachment* 
He  concluded  with  leaving  the  matter  entirely  to  the  pleafure 
of  the  Houfe. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL,  in  a  li)eech  of  fome 
length,  entreated  the  Houfe  to  be  cautious  in  ordering  proie- 
cations  to  be  carried  on  by  the  Attorney  General,  a^nd  aflured 
them  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  for  them  to  be  aware  of  all  th« 
difficulty  and  inconvenience  which  attended  fuch  profecutions* 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  in  an  unpleafant  fituation 
with  refpeft  to  the  fubjeS  now  before  the  Houfe,  not  agree- 
ing exadly  with  any  gentleman  who  had^  yet  fpoken  upon  it. 
If  the  doubts  exprefled  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary  could 
be  proved  to  be  well  founded,  he  fhould  feel  no  difficulty  in  aC- 
fenting  to  the  ^  motion  for  adjournment ;  but  he  thought  tljfib 
doubts  ought  to  be  confidered  a  good  deal  before  the  Houfe  de*  • 
termined  that  they  were  ^cll  founded-  With  refpcft  to  tht 
(hort-hand  notes  which  had  been  alluded,  to,  he  confeflfed  he 
doubted  whether  they  could  fairly  be  deemed  evidence  upon 
which  any  perfon  (hould  be  convi£ted  ;  and  upon  a  former  ocp 
cafion  he  had  urged  a  variety  of  objedions  to  that  prcficeeding, 
but  he  was  over-ruled  by  the  Houfe  upon  that  fubjed.  But 
let  ^he  Houfe  confider  how  that  matter  flood*  When  a  quef* 
tion  came  before  that  Houfe  for  the  cenfure  of  a  right  hbnou- 
rable  Manager  [Mr.  Burke,  for  what  he  faid  againft  Mr.  Haf* 
tings  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey  upon  the  trial  and  execution  of 
Nundcomar],  the  fhort-hand  writer  was  called  to  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe,  and  aflced  queftions  upon  his  notes  of  the  fpecch  ^ 
of  the  right  honourable  Manager  in  Weftminfter  Hall  in  the' 
prosecution  againft  Mr.  Hailings ;  upon  the  evidence  of  theie 
notes  4hat  right  honourable  gentleman  was  cenfured  by  that 
Houfe.  Now  a  queftion  arofe  upon  this :  were  the  notes  of 
a  (bort-hand  writer  good  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding  to  cen- 
fure a  Manager  of  the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Haftings>  and  not  • 
good  for  the  purpofe  of  prote£iing  him  from  a  grofs  infult  i 
This  was  not  all :  there  were  other  views  in  which  this  fub- 
jtSt  appeared  to  him,  and  they  were  more  general  than  any  he 
had  yet  heard  upon  it,  and  upon  which  he  (hould  be  forry  the 
Houfe  would  not  take  this  buiinefs  up  in  a  ferious  manner. 
With  refped  to  the  condu£t  of  the  right  honourable  Manager^ 
it  was  what  he  jiighly  applauded :  whether  he  (hould  have  had 

▲  N  2 
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temper  enough  to  conduct  himfelf  in  the  fame  way,  was  what 
he  exceedingly  doubted  ;  but  he  commended  that  right  honou- 
rable gentleman  for  his  conduft  upon  that  occafion.     Having 
faid  this,  he  muft  now  obfcrvc,  that  he  looked  farther  than  this 
impeachment,  and  felt  fome  apprehenfion,  not  only  for  the 
chara£i:er  of  that  Houfe,  but  alfo^  for  the  opinion  the  world 
might  be  led  to  entertain  of  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  if  fome- 
thing  like  jufticc  did  not  appear  to  be  impartially  adminidered  in 
this  country  upon  the  fubjedl  of  libels.     This  was  an  eventual 
year — a  great  many  libels,  fome  upon  the  Conftitution,   fome 
only  fuppofed  to  be  fo,  and  fome -upon  other  points,  had  been 
brought  forward,  and  their  authors,  printers,  and  publifhersy 
had  been  fentenced  with  a  feverity,  with  a  degree  of  rigour,  of 
inhumanity,  that  no  danger  that  had  threatened  us  could  juf- 
tify,  no  bad  or  falfe  reprefentation  deferved,  no  calamity  to  be 
averted  even  called  for.     Now  if  it  fliould  go  abroad  that 
there  was  in  faft  a  principle  which  guided  that  Houfe,  fuch  as 
had  in  his  hearing  often  been  to  his  mind /ooliflily  and  uncon- 
ftitutionally  afferted,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  ready 
to  refent  an  infult  from  below,  as  they  in'^properly  termed  it, 
by  which  they  meant  the  People,  and  that  tliey  were  ready  to 
overlook  an  infult  from  above,  by  which  was  meant  the  other 
branches  of '  the  Legiflature  —  if,  he  faid,  fuch  an  imprellion 
was  once  felt,  the  refult  would  be  a  conviftion,  that  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  in  all  its  attachment  to  its  privileges,  proceeded 
to  exercife  them  only  againft  the  People  ;  and  that  with  regard 
to  the  other  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons obfcrved  a  fervile  complaifance.     He  had  often  had  oc- 
cafion to  make  thefe  oUfcrvations  upon  federal  contefts  with 
the  Crown  ;  and  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  tliey  ought 
now  to  be  renewed,  and  that  the  People  fliould  have  as  little 
reafon  as  poflible  to  feel  the  truth  and  force  of  them.     Should 
the  cafe  be  otherwife,  he  fliould  tremble  for  the  fate  of  the 
Conftitution  itfelf.     He  left  the  Houfe  to  judge  whether  thefe 
obfervations  applied  at  all  at  this  time,  when  there  .was  fuch  a 
cry  for  fupportiug  the  Conftitution.     The  Houfe  would  re- 
member will)  what  readinefs  fome  of  the  people  were  profe- 
cuted  for  libels,  and  aflc  themfelyes  whether  the  words  here 
fpoken  were  not  of  that  nature,  and  that  the  only  difference 
was,  that  in  this  cafe  the  infult  came  from  a  Member  of  the 
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Houfc  of  Peers?     With  refpe<5l  to  the  filence  with  which 
this  matter  had  been  treated  by  the  right  honourable  gendeman,- 
be  muft  fay  he  appfovcd  of  it ;  but  then  that  filence  was  of  no 
avail,  for  who  CQuld.diflemblc  from  himfelf,  that  by  the  me- 
dium of  newfpapers  it  was  become  a  public  thing,  that  the 
Managers  had  been  grofsly  infuhed  on  the  trial  of  "Mr.  Haf- 
tings  by  the  Archbifliop  of  York  ;  not  the  Managers  merely, 
nor  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  alfo  the  People  of  England, 
had  been  infulted.     If  the  Houfe  were  defirous  to  have  it  un- 
^derftood  tiiat  the  Managers  were  not  to  fpeak  on  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  but  in  fuch  and  fuch  terms,  and  that  if  they 
fpoke  freely,  the  Houfe  would  not  fupport  them  when  they 
were  thus  treated^  he  owned  he  thought  they  were  hardly 
treated-     When  the  Houfe  chofe  him  as  one  of  the  Managers, 
he  was  no  rtranger  to  them  :  they  knew  his  way  of  thinking  ; 
they  knew  Ris  manner  of  fpeaking:  if  they  expe£led  him  not 
to  fpeak  with  warmth  and  as  piuch  energy  as  he  w^s  able, 
that  he  was  not  to  defcribe  vice  in  the  mod  odious  colours  he 
Was  able,  and  that  with  an  exprefs  view  of  exciting  all  the  re- 
fentment  apd  indignation  of  mankind  againftthe  guilty,  they 
would  be  difappointcd  while  he  continued  to  be  a  Manager  ; 
he  therefore  had  no  idea  of  being  compelled  to  conform  with 
the  faftidious  tafte  of  any  Peer,  who  might  think  this  or  that 
cxpreiTion  ungentlemanly :  he  muft  judge  for*  himfelf,  and  em- 
ploy the  words  which  appeared  to  him  to  fuit  the  fubjeft  on 
which  he  was  fpeaking,  and  if  the  Houfe  difapproved  of  him, 
they  could  remove  or  cenfure  him.     The  queftion  now^ re- 
maining was,  whether  the  Houfe  fliould,  imder  all  the  cir* 
cumftances  now  before  them,  proceed  to  doing  themfelves  juf- 
tice  ?     If  it  could  be  proved  that  that  was  at  this  time  imprac- 
ticable, he  fhould  confent  to  let  the  bufinefs  end  here  ;  and 
upon  that  fubjcft,  he  owned,  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  entirely 
convinced  by  any  thing  that  had  been  faid  ;  the  inclination  of 
his  mind  was,  that  they  might  very  well  proceed  againft  the 
printer,  and  alfo  againft  the  right  reverend  Prelate  ;  and  as  to 
the  mode' of  proceeding  in  general,  heconfelfed  that  when  the 
privileges  of  that  Houfe  were  invaded,  he  thought  that  the 
Houfe  alone  were  competent  to  decide  the  queftion :  he  was 
fure  they  would  never  be  fafe,  or  of  permanent  exiftence,  if 
any  other  mode  of  procedure  was  adopted.    With  refpe£t  t9 
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lrii«  printer  of  the  paper  in  queftion,  the  punithmcnt  of  him 
was  not  his  obje£l  in  this  bufmefs,  nor  feverity  to  the  right 
reverend  Prelate,  vrhofe  chai^Aer  in  many  refpe^b  was  highlj 
.  honourable^  whofe  venerable  age  entitled  him  to  refped»  and 
whofe  late  domeAic  affliftion  made  him  an  objeA  of  coDdo-* 
knee.     It  was  not  the  feeling  of  a  perfonal  refentment  againft 
him  that  occafioned  thefe  obfervations  ;  it  was  a  confidcratioa 
paramount  to  all  others  for  a  Member  of  that  Houfe—  a  res 
gard  for  the  honour  of  that  Houfe,  and  for  the  well-being  and 
continuance  of  the  bed  principles  of  the  Conftitution  of  tfaia 
country.    Were  thefe  words  applicable  to  him  perfonalljr^lfe 
fliould  have  known  how  to  forgive  them  long  ago,  if  afked  to 
do  fo«     But  he  muft  have  it  underflood,  that  if  any  peifoQ 
fpoke  difrefpedfuliy  of  the  Managers  upon  fuch  a  trials  be 
fpoke  difrefpeftfully  of  the  People  of  England,  and  the  Hotife 
of  Commons  were  obliged  to  (lop  fuch  language,  and,'  if  they 
think  fit,  to  cenfure  the  author  of  it.     He  believed  that  no 
Judge,  in  any  of  the  inferior  Courts  of  this  kingdom,  would 
have  fuffered  fuch  words  from  one  party  to  another,  and  the 
Lords  ought  to  have  cenfured  the  noble  Prelate  after  he  uttered 
the  exprefliori.     If  the  Houfe  faw  any  diflficuhy  in  proceeding, 
they  might  fufier  the  matter  to  reft  as  it  ftood :  he  had  given 
his  opinion — ^he  had  done  his  duty — the  fubje£l  be  now  left  tot 
the  judgement  of  the  Houfe. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROL{.S  was  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  impoflible  that  any  proceeding  as  to  this  matter,  lb  iar 
as  regarded  the  right  reverend  Prelate,  could  now  be  carried  00 
in  any  regular  or  parliamentary  form.  In  this  view,  and  as  he 
underftood  that  it  was  not  intended  to  prefs  any  motion  againft 
the  printer,  he  would  vote  for  the  adjournment  \  though  had 
any  feparate  -motion  againft  the  printer  been  infifted  on,  he 
muft  have  given  it  his  fupport.  If  the  adjournment  look 
place,  the  matter  would  be  forgotten. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  obferved,  that  as  all  the  proceedings  in  the 
trial  were  taken  down  in  fliort-hand,  the  fpeech  erf*  the  right 
reverend  Prelate  would,  as  well  as  other  proceedings,  be  handed 
down  to  pofterity. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  conceived  this  fpeech 
to  form  no  part  of  the  proceedings,  and  did  not  therefore  fee 
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Iiow  it  could  go  down  to  pofterity  as  forming  any  part  of  tUbA 
proceedings. 

Mr.,Serjeam  WATSON  thought  that  the  Houfe  would  ad 
-with  little  regard  to  its  own  dignity  in  taking  any  ftep  in  si 
matter  of  this  kind,  where  there  was  any  degree  of  doubt  as  to 
the  fuccefs ;  his  was  therefore  for  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  BARTON  faid,  that  the  words  fpoken  by  the  right  re* 
irerend  Prelate  were  properly  no  pa^  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
trial,  and  of  courfe,  when  it  came  to  be  printed  under  the  au* 
thority  of  that  HouCe,  it  would  not  contain  thefe  words.  He 
littd,  that  if  the  printer  were  to  be.  profecuted,  it  was  at  leaft 
difficult  to  fay  whether  it  might  be  poffible  to  prevent  him,  in 
3iis  defence,  to  bring  fcMward  evidence  as  to  the  conduft  of  the 
Managers  during  the  iidiole  of  the  triali  and  fo  to  fnbmit  it  to 
be  judged  of  by  twelve  Jurymen  pending  the  impeachment. 
He  fpoke  in  high  terms  of  panegyric  of  the  right  reverend 
Prelate,  and  made  a  pathetic  appeal  to  the  Houfe  with  refpe& 
to  his  paternal  affedion,  and  the  diftrefs  of  his  £unily  at  the 
time. 

Lord  Fielding  faid  a  few  words. 

Mr.  DRAKE,  jun.,  faid,  that  when  an  ziixfdk  to  feeling, 
aiid  an  addrefs  to  reafon,  were  at  the  fame  time  made  to  the 
Houfe,  they  ought  furely  to  prevail,  and  he  trufted  they  would 
do  fb;  he  was  therefore  for  the  adjournment, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  had  heard  feveral  reafens  uiged, 
which,  if  they  had  been  ftated  to  his  honourable  friend  in 
the  lobby,  before  he  came  into  the  Houfe,  might  perhaps 
have  gone  to  induce  him  to  delay  making  the  motion  which  he 
had  done,  but  which  could  aSbrd  no  argument  whatever  for 
flipping  it  over  now  that  it  had  been  brought  forward.  The 
chief  argument  feemed  to  be,  that  the  matter  would  be  forgot- 
ten,  and  would  not  go  down  to  pofterity  ;  but  the  contrary  of 
this  was  well  known,,  and  that,  in  State  trials,  every  thing 
that  pafled  in  the  Court  was  ftated.  That  the  words  had 
come  from  fuch  high  authority,  was,  of  all  others,  the  ftrongeft 
reafon  why  they  fhould  not  be  fubmitted  to.  Mr.  Sheridan 
faid,  nothing  could  lead  him  to  agree  to  any  compromife  upon 
the  fubjed,  except  the  argument  of  feeling ;  but  he  trufted 
the  right  honourable  gentleoun  oppofite  to  him  (Mr«  Dundasj 
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would  agree  to  withdraw  his  motion  of  adjournment ;  for 
otherwife  how  would  the  matter  appear  upon  the  Journals  of 
the  Houfc  ?  •  His  honourable  friend  had  made  a  motion,  that 
the  paflages  alluded  to  were  a  fcandaious  libel  upon  the  Houfe  ; 
and  if  this  motion  was  got  rid  of  by  an  adjournment,  they 
would,  in  faft,  (land  biranded  by  their  own  Journals.  If  the 
firft  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  (hpiuld  be  agreed  to,  it 
might  be  underftood  xhat  no  farther  proceedings  were  to  be  • 
founded  on  it. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,heconfidercd  the  matter,  in  fad, 
as  an  infult  offered  by  the  Houfe  of  Loids  to  that  Houfe.  If 
he  had  had  the  fupport  of  the  right  honoucable  gentleman  op* 
pofite  to  him,  he  would  certainly  have  followed  out  the  matteiC' 
to  the  full  extent :  he  had  no  doubt  he  would  have  been  able  to 
prove  that  the  words  were  fpokcn,  and  by  whom  they  were 
fpoken  ;  and  he  faw  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  adopting  fuch 
meafures  as  might  vindicate  the  honour  and  dignity  of  that 
Houfe.  He  could  not,  however,  agree  to  withdraw  his  prcr 
fent  motion,  and  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentlenian 
would  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  Secretary  EHJNDAS  faid,  that  every  thing  he  had 
heard  had  confirmed  him  the  more  in  his  opinion  as  to  the  im- 
propriety of  proceeding  farther  in  the  buimefs ;  but,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  thought  it  looked  better,  he  would 
have  no  objeftion  to  withdraw  his  motion,  **  that  the  Houfe 
do  now  adjourn,"  in  order  to  move,  that  the  debate  be  ad* 
journed  for  a  fortnight. 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  would  certainly  prefer  a 
motion  for  adjourning  the  debate,  but  wifhed  the  right  honou- 
rable gentleman  to  make  his  motion  for  adjourning  the  debate 
only  till  Monday  next.  I^  betwixt  that  time,  any  proper 
mode  of  proceeding  fhould  occur  to  him,  he  would  then  bring 
forward  another  motion  on  the  fubjcft. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  no  amendment  could  be  made  to 
the  queftion  of  adjournment,  which  muft  therefore  be  firft 
difpofed  of.. 

Mr.  Baker  faid  a  few  words  ;  after  which  the  SpeaJccr  put 
the  queftion,  that  the  motion,  "  that  the  Houfc  do  now  ad* 
journ^'*  be  withdrawn  ^  on  which  a  divifion  took  place  i 
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Ayes,  8;     Noes,  60* 
Majority  againft  withdrawing  the  motion,  52. 
The  Houfe  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

Monday y  \']th  June. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  delivered  to  the  Houfe,  by  His 
Majefty's  command,  copies  of  treaties  concluded  with  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  and  tiie  King  of 
Sardinia.  [Copies  of  which  are  infcrted  in  the  Appendix  to 
this  volume.! 

A  report  was  brought  up  from  the  Committee  to  which  the 
petitions,  praying  for  a  reform  in  the  Scotch  Burghs,  was  re* 
ferred. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  that 
the  report  fhould  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Members,  to  th« 
end  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  andconfider- 
ing  during  the  recefs  the  whole  of  the  important  cafe,  to 
which  the  report  referred. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  he  wifhed  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  a  fubjeft  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  well  deferving 
of  ferious  confideration.  An  aft  of  Parliament,  he  obferved^ 
had  pafled  appointing  Commiflioners  to  inquire  into  the  fala- 
xies,  fees  and  emoluments  of  the  pirfons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent public  offices.  A  Report  was  made  by  them,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  to  many  fmecure  offices  were  annexed 
very  high  falaries  and  emoluments,  whilll  thofe  officers  who 
filled  fituations  of  great  confidence,  and  which  required  con- 
ftant  attendance  and  exertion,  were  rewarded  in  a  manner  very 
inadequate  to  their  labour,  and  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them. 
This  Report,  though  lying  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe,  was  very, 
little  known ;  and  confequently  the  benefits  which  the  adop^ 
tion  of  the  meafures  recommended  by  it  could  not  fail  to  pro- 
duce, were  loft  to  the  Public.  His  objeft  in  fpeaking  on  this 
fubje£l  was  to  fliew  that  it  would  be  of  public  utility  that  the 
Report  ihould  be  printed  ;  and  indeed  a  motion  for  printing  it 
was  fo  much  a  matter  of  courfc  that  he  thought  he  might  make 
it  without  urging  any  one  argument  in  fupport  of  it :  how- 
ever, he  underftood  there  was  one  objeftion  to  thfe  printing  of 
this  Report,  viz.  that  it  wasfo  voluminous  that  the  expenccof 
printing  would  be  vtfry  confidcrable.    He  admitted  that  the 
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cXpencfi^  according  to  an  edimate  madc^  would  amount  to 
about  700!.^  but  this  he  did  not  think  a  good  reafon  for  not 
printing  it ;  for  the  faving  which  the  meafures  recommended 
by  the  Report  would  produce  would  be  fo  confiderable  as  to 
make  that  expemre  ecafe  to  be  an  obje£l  of  weight.  If  the  Re- 
port was  to  retnian  unknown,  thofe  meafures  could  not  be 
adoDtedy  and  the  faving  to  the  public  would  be  lofl ;  fo  that 
the  expence  wl  ich  might  be  incurred  in  making  thofe  meafures 
known  would  ultimately  be  an  undeniable  gain ;  and  indeed 
if  the  contents  of  the  Report  were  not  to  be  made  known  to  the 
Membersi  he  could  not  conceive  why  it  was  framed  at  all,  (x 
why  the  Parliament  fliould  hare  taken  the  trouble  of  appoint* 
ing  Commiffioners  to  frame  fuch  a  Report.  If  the  expence  at* 
tendingfhe  printing  of  Voluminous  reports  had  always  influenced 
the  Houfe,  the  Public  never  would  have  feen  in  print  the  fc- 
veral  volumes  of*  reports  made  by  the  Commiflioners  appointed 
to  take  and  (late  the  public  accounts.  He  concluded  by  moT- 
ing  that  the  Report  to  which  he  had  principally  referred  fiKxiU 
be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Members. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid  he  had  but  one  objeAk>n  to 
the  motion^  and  diat  was  the  expence  which  it  would  occafioo, 
and  which  he  was  fure  would  amount  to  much  more  than  700I. 
or  even  8ooI.  He  had  his  doubts  aifbi  he  laid,  whether  the 
honourable  Member's  obje^l — to  make  known  the  ccmtents  of 
the  Report^  was  likely  to  be  attained,  if  his  motion  fhould  be 
carried ;  for  he  very  much  feared  that  gentlemen  woald  not 
feel  themfelves  difpofed  to  go  through  the  fatiguing  and  unen* 
tertaining  talk  of  reading  through  fix  or  feven  folio  volumes. 
What  had  fwelled  the  fxze  of  the  report  was  the  Appendix  ao» 
nexed  to  it ;  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  confine  tus 
motion  to  the  printing  of  the  Report  itfelf,  without  the  Ap- 
pendix, the  objection  on  the  fcore  of  expence  would  vaniOi, 
and  he  would  not  give  the  motion  any  oppofition. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  it  was  his  intention  to  have  moved  for 
the  printing  of  the  Report ;  but  he  was  deterred  by  the  expence 
which  it  would  occafion,  and  which  had  been  eftimated  at 
about  700!.  an  expence  which  it  was  not  his  wifb  to  bring 
upon  the  Public  ;  howeverf  as  it  would  be  of  great  national 
utility  to  have  the  conterts  of  the  Report  fuUy  known,  be 
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*vrould  vote  for  the  motion,  even  if  the  honourable  zni  learned 
gentleman  (hould  prefs  for  the  printing  of  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  having exprefled  hisreadinefe  to  give  up  th0 
printing  of  the  Appendix,  the  motion  was  carried. 

Mr,  Secretary  DUNDAS  reminded  the  Houfe  that  he  had 
promifed  to  bring  forward  a  proportion  during  the  prefect 
leflion  for  eftabli(hing  a  militia  in  Scotland,     fiut  as  the  fef- 
Con  was  now  at  its  clofe,  he  did  not  mean  to  propofe  any  final 
arrangement  on  this  head ;  all  he  intended  to  do  for  the  pre- 
fent,  was  barely  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  the  plan  which  he  had 
formed,  to  the  end  that  gentlemen  might  have  an  oppdrtunity 
of  thoroughly  conddering  it  during  the  recefs,  and  be  enabled 
to  decide  ultimately  upon  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  feflion. 
He  faid,  he  had  drawn  up  his  plan  in  the  (hape  of  a  bill, 
which  he  intended  to  move  the  Houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  im- 
4nediately,  that  it  fhould  be  read  a  fMl  time  and  printed ;  but 
that  it  (hould  not  make  any  farther  progrefs  this  feffion.     He 
wiflied  to  coUe£l  the  fenfe  of  the  Public  on  a  fubjeS  6[  fuch 
national  importance  as  this ;   he  knew  that  in  Scotland  there 
were  various  and  oppofite  opinions  refpe&ingthe  eftablifhment 
of  a  militia ;  at  the  fame  time  he  was  free  to  confefs  that  it  was 
in  his  judgement  the  fitted,  becaufe  the  mod  conditutional 
tnode  of  defence  for  that  country ;  but  until  it  could  be  eftab- 
lifhed,  he  had  concurred  in  advifing  that  fpecies  of  eftablifh- 
ment  (fencible  regiments)  which  for  fome  years  pad  it  had  been 
the  cuftom  of  the  Crown  to  refort  to  for  the  defence  of  Scot- 
land*    Having  premifed  thefe  obfervations,  Mr.  Dundas  mov- 
ed for  leave  to  bring  in   ''  a  bill  for  regulating  and  ordering 
a  militia  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland/' 

The  motion  was  carried  without  oppofition  ;  the  bill  was 
immediately  brought  in  and  read ;  and  the  Houfe  ordered  that 
it  (hould  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Members, 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  adverting  to  the  Report  made  by  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  Mr. 
fudge's  petition,  ufed  feveral  arguments  to  (hew  that  the  in- 
vention of  which  Mr.  Mudgewas  the  author,  gave  him  a 
•  fair  title  to  a  parliamentary  reward :  he  was  aware,  he  faid, 
that  the  extent  of  the  benefit  which  th|  Public  might  derive 
from  this  invention,  through  the  improvement  that  it  vPDuld 
make  in  tixqe-keepelSi  could  be  afcertained  only  by  fubfe^ucot 

4O  a. 


6s2  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793. 

experience ;  for  the  prefent  therefore  he  would  a(k  only  for  a 
moderate  reward  for  Mr.  Mudge,  leaving  him  at  liberty  to 
apply  hereafter  to  Parliament  fur  a  greater  one,  if  it  fliould  be 
found  that  the  benefit  to  the  Public  was  greater  than  it  was  at 
prefent  fair  to  fuppofc  it  would  be.  He  then  moved  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  King,  praying  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  to 
Thomas  Mudge,  Watchmaker,  the  fum  of  2500!.  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  invention  for  the  improvement  of  time-keepers, 
on  condition  that  he  (hould  dilfclofe  the  principles  on  which  the 
improvement  was  made,  am!  alTuring  His  Majefty  that  the 
Houfe  would  make  good  the  fa  id  fum  to  him. 

The  motion  was  carried  without  any  oppofition. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES,  in  purfuance  of  a  notice  which  he 
gave  fome  time  fincc,  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty, 
praying  that  he  would  give  dircftions  that  a  monument  fhoulci 
be  erc6led  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul,  in  the  city  of 
London,  to  the  memory  of  Lord  Rodney,  Vice  Admiral  of 
Great  Britain,  with  a  fuitable  infcription,  Hating  the  fcrvices 
he  had  rendered  his  country,  by  the  proteSion  he  afforded  to 
the  Britifti  poflefllons  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  motion  palTed  unanimoudy. 

He  then  moved  another  addrefs,  for  a  monument  in  the 
fame  place  to  the  memory  of  General  Lord  Heathficid,  with 
an  infcription  recording  the  fame  he  had  acquired  for  himfeSf 
and  his  country,  by  his  glorious  defence  of  Gibraltar. 

This  motion  alfo  palled  unanimoufly. 

Mr.  FOX  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
motion  refpcvSling  the  war  of  which  he  had  given  notice;  he 
faid  he  (hould  not  have  troubled  the  Houfe,  nor  prefumed  to 
have  offered  his  fentimcnt^  upon  the  fubjeft  he  was  about  to 
introduce,  which  delated  to  the  general  fituation  of  this  coun* 
try,  if  circumftances  had  not  clearly  required  ho  Ihould  do  fo. 
He  arofe,  therefore,  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  the  reafons  which 
induced  him  to  think  it  was  the  duty  of  that  Houfe  to  take  fdch 
fleps  as  might  teftify  a  change  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
continuation  of  the  war,  as  applied  to  their  former  votes  upon 
that  fubjcft.  He  hoped  no  perfon  would  be  fo  uncandid  as  to 
fuppofe  that  if  upon  that  day  he  waved  the  confideration  of 
thofe  points  which  he  had  urged  upon  former  occafions,  as  to 
the  juftice  and  policy  of  the  war,  that  therefore  it  was  to  be 
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taken  for  a  proof  that  he  had  changed  his  opinion  upon  th« 
meafures  which  brought  about  this  unhappy  war.  Such  a 
conclufion  would  be  unjuft,  and  he  trufted  no  gentleman  in 
that  Houfe  would  draw  it.  He  trufted  the  Houfe  would  feci 
that  if  he  waved  all  thefe  topics,  it  was  becaufe  he  did  not 
confider  them  as  neceflary  for  the  illuftration  of  the  arguments 
he  had  to  fubmit  on  the  prefent  occafion.  He  fhould,  there- 
fore, for  the  fake  of  argument,  grant  (always  begging  it  to  be 
undcrftocd  by  the  way,  and  for  the  fake  of  argument  alone, 
he  did  fo)  that  the  prefent  war  was  a  juft,  prudent,  and  necef- 
fery  war,  called  for  and  entered  into  for  the  general  fafety  of 
Europe,  and  for  the  intercft  of  this  country.  This  was  the 
broadeft  way  in  which  he  could  lay  foundation  for  argument; 
and  upon  principles  fo  laid  down,  he  (hould  Rate  why  he 
thought  it  was  neceflary  at  the  prefent  time,  under  the  prefent 
circumftances,  for  that  Houfe  to  ir>terfere  and  to  give  its  opi- 
nion in  an  addfefs  to  the  Throne,  as  he  (hould  have. the  ho- 
nour of  moving.  If  there  were  any  who  thought  that  this 
might  have  a  bad  efFe6l  upon  the  public  mind,  all  he  could 
fey,  was,  that  on  his  part  that  would  not  be  intentional,  as  he 
was  of  a  different  opinion.  He  had  always  underftood  that  the 
grounds  of  the  prefent  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  were 
principally  thefe :  Firft,  the  particular  alliance  we  had  with 
the  Dutch,  attacked  as  they  were  by  the  French,  Secondly, 
liot  only  this  alliance,  which  in  point  of  good  faith  called  upon 
us  to  aft  from  a  regard  to  our  own  honour,  but  alfo  on  account 
of  the  ifltcrett  we  ourfel/fes  had  in  the  ilfue.  There  was  ano^ 
ther  ground  dated,  and  that  might  be  divided  into  parts,  Z9 
indeed  on  former  occafions  it  had  been,  he  meant  that  which 
was  dated  upon  the  general  footing  of  the  aggrandizement  of 
France,  and  theefFeft  and  operation  of  the  fpirit  of  their  coun- 
cils. Thefe  were  the  grounds  upon  which  we  undertook  the 
prefent  war.  His  objeft  was  now  to  ftiew,  that  upon  none 
of  thefe  grounds  could  the  prefent  war  be  continued.  He 
knew  he  might,  and  perhaps  he  fhould  be  told,  that  we  had 
been  at  confiderable  expence  in  this  war  already,  and  that  we 
had  met  with  confiderable  fuccefs  in  the  profccution  of  it  hi- 
therto ;  therefore  gentlemen  inclined  to  infift  upon  thefe  points, 
would  fay,  that  under  fuch  circumftances  it  was  fair  for  us  to 
fay,  that  we  were  intitled  to  indemnity  for  the  expences  wt 
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1yd  fuftained,   and  lecurity  againft  future  danger,  or  chat  if 
we  had  not,  the  war  fhould  be  followed  up  with  vigour.-*- 
That  principle,  as  far  as  it  regarded  the  (ituation  of  our  allies, 
he  did  by  no  means  deny ;  but  the  continuation  of  the  prefeot 
war  for  indemnity  to  ourfelves  and  indemnity  only,   after  the 
real  obje^i  of  the  war  was  gained,  could  be  nuintained  only 
upon  prudential  confiderations  c  now  taking  it  as  a  matter  of 
prudence,  he  (hould  wilh  to  a(k  what  could  we  promife  to 
ourfeWes  upon  the  continuation  of  th^  prefent  war  i     What 
was  it  that  we  propofed  to  gain?     Thefe  were  all  the  grounds 
he  ihould  have  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe.    In  the  firft  place, 
therefore,    he  Ihould  apprehend  from  thefe  premifes,    that 
whatever  fcntiments  of  indignation  the  people  of  this  country 
plight  feel  with  regard  to  fome  of  the  proceedings  on  the  part 
of  France,  pretty  general  the  indignation  was  felt,  and  by 
none  more  than  by  himfelf,  yet  he  believed  it  was  not  in  die 
contemplation  of  the  people  of  this  country,  at  the  comaaenoe* 
ment  of  the  war,  to  infift  on  giving  France  its  old  abfblute 
monarchy,  or  indeed  to  infift  on  giving  it  any  form  of  Go- 
vernment whatever,  or  to  interfere  with  any  form  of  Govern- 
ment that  might  be  found  in  that  country.    He  thought  he  was 
ftating  nothing  more  than  the  general  wifli  of  thp  people  of  this 
country,  and  what  they  felt  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
that  the  objeA  of  it  was  not  that  of  giving  to,  or  infifting  on, 
any  form  of  Government  to  France.    He  dated  this  point  ne- 
gatively,  becaufe  it  would  hereafter  make  the  pofitive  part 
which  he  (bould  afterwsMrds  fubmit  the  more  intelligible.     We 
were  not  to  reyenge  the  death  of  the  King  of  France,  at  lead 
we  were  not  to  go  to  war  for  that  purpofe,  although  he  felt  as 
much  as  any  perfon  in  this  country  upon  that  melancholy  oc- 
cafion,  and  he  believed,  that  in  this  country  at  leaft,  it  was  an 
event  unanimoufly  lamented  ;  yet  it  was  not  for  this  that'we 
v^ent  to  war,  how  iar  the  indignation  <rf  the  people  had  been 
raifed  upon  that  topic^  it  was  unneceflary  for  him  to  lay;  it 
was  fufficient  in  the  prefent  inftance  for  his  purpofe  to  fay  it 
was  not  the  ground  of  our  going  to  v^ar,  either  infiAed  on  by 
the  moft  fanguine  advocates  for  the  meafure,  cm:  by  the  ftiU 
higher  authority  of  the  communication  from  the  Throne.^ 
The  objeft  of  the  war  avowed  was,  as  he  had  opened  in  the 
commencement  of  his  preient  addrefs  to  the  Houfe^  to  fit* 
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ferve  Holland  as  our  ally^  and  to  prevent  the  aggrandizem^ 
of  France,  which  was  (aid  to  be  formidable  on  account  of  tSS 
fentiments  which  appeared  to  aSuate  their  councils.  There 
•was  indeed  another  ground,  which  was,  that  the  French  had 
declared  war  againft  us.  That  being  admitted  to  its  full  extent, 
would  go  only  to  the  eftablifliment  of  one  principle — that  of 
making  the  war  a  defenfive  war ;  by  a  defenfive  war  he  did 
not  mean  to  defcribe  the  mode  of  carrying  it  on,  for  it  muft 
be  carried  on,  as  all  mankind  knew,  by  forte  of  arms;  but  it 
■was  on  that  account  merely  a  defenfive  war  in  principle, 
which  ceafed  with  the  occafion  that  gave  it  birth.  And  if  he 
were  alked,  when  was  the  time  he  would  put  an  end  to  fuch  a 
war  ?  He  would  anfwer,  when  we  could  make  pur  enemies 
defift  from  carrying  on  their  operations  againft  us ;  fubjed  to 
the  confideration  of  an  indemnity,  if  indemnity  could  be  ob- 
tained by  prudential,  defirable  means;  always  keeping  in  view, 
that  indemnity  was  alfo  a  point  to  be  governed  by  confidera- 
tions  of  prudence  and  difcretion.  If,  therefore,  we  had  no 
ground  for  fufpe£ting  that  France  had  any  farther  means  of 
ading  hoftilely  againft  us,  or  any  of  our  allies,  we  could  not 
juftify  to  ourfelves  the  continuance  of  the  war  folely  upon  the 
ground  that  France  had  declared  war  againft  us.  When  we 
had  put  an  end  to  the  aggreflion,  then  was  the  time  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war  fo  commenced.  With  refpe^l  to  Holland, 
our  ally,  he  muft  obferve,  that  the  queftion,  whether  Holland 
be  now  fafe  from  any  attack  from  France?  was  eafily  an- 
fwered;  and  he  believed  that  every  man  in  that  Houle,  and 
every  man  of  intelligence  in  this  country  knew  the  anfwer  to 
be  in  the  affirmative — But  whether  in  the  prefent  ftatc  of  af- 
fairs the  future  fafety  of  our  allies,  the  Dutch,  vtras  to  be  fe- 
cUred  by  our  purfuing  the  war  m  conjunSion  with  the  other 
combined  powers,  was  a  queftion  not  eafily  anfwered  in  the 
fame  way-«-How  far,  if  this  war  was  countenanced  by  us, 
the  general  fafety  of  Europe  would  be  preferved,  was  a  topic 
he  did  not  wifti  to  decide  upon,  becaufe  it  afforded,  in  his  opi- 
nion, a  profpeft  that  could  not  be  agreeable  to  any  man  who 
had  the  Icaft  regard  for  the  principles  of  liberty — ^all  he  meant 
in  this  place  was — ^that  tlie  Dutch,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  were 
at  this  moment  fufHciently  fortified  and  guarded  againft  any 
Attack  from  Fraace«-Was  there  a  man  this  day  in  this  coun* 
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tail  who  ferioufly  thought  that  with  regard  to  Holland  and  to 
ui|  peace  could  not  be  made  with  France  with  perfeft  (afety  r 
Now  he  came  to  the  confideyation  of  the  general  ftate  of  Eu- 
rope at  this  moment.     We  attacked  France,  becaufe  our  al- 
lies were  attacked  by  her — and  becaufe  we  faw  in  the  chara^^er 
and  fpirit  of  her  councils,  views  of  her  own  aggrandizrement. 
Was  this  fpirit,  and  were  thefe  views  peculiar  to  France? — 
Had  we  not  witneffed  the  fame  fpirit  in  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope r     Had  not  all  parties  in  thatHoufe,  all  the  people  of  this 
country,  concurred  in  detefting  the  coaduft  of  the  prefent 
combined  powers  with  regard  to  Poland  ?     Was  not  that  fcene 
fufficiently  infamous  ;     Did  it  not  exhibit  fufEcient  tyranny, 
oppreffion  and  breach  of  faith  ?     Could  we  conceal  from  our- 
felves  the  conduft  of  Rudia  and  of  Pruffia  upon  that  fubjcS  ? 
Were  we  to  partake  of  the  infamy  of  that  tranfa£tion  ? — God 
forbid  we  (hould.     Let  us  afk  ourfelves,  with  all  the  indigna- 
tion we  naturally  entertained  againft  the  condud  of  France  on 
many  points,  whether  the  conduft  of  the  Court  of  Berlin  and 
the  Court  of  Petei^fburgh  in  their  invafion  of  Poland^  and  af- 
terwards the  partition  of  it^  was  not  equal  in  infamy  to  any 
thing  that  France  was  ever  guilty  of?     Upon  this  part  of  the 
fubje£l  he  had  fome  obfervations  to  make  to  fome  Members  of 
that  Houfe,  upon  the  alarm  they  exprelT^d  in  the  commence- 
ment of  this  feflion,  at  the  jjrogrefs  of  the  French.     What  did 
thefe  gentlemen  now  feel  when  reflefting  on  the  condu£i  and 
the  progrcfs  of  the  Emprefe  of  Ruffia,  and  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia?    Was  this  matter  of  alarm  to  any  of  thefe  gentlemen? 
5ut  it  fcemcd  that  nothing  was  now  to  be  alarming  but  French 
principles.     Such  were  the  horrid  cfFefls  of  fear  on  account  of 
thefe  principles,  and  fo  far  it  hadaffefted  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
fia and  the  King  of  Pruflia,  that  they  had  laid  hold  of  Poland 
in  the  panic.     He  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  introducing 
any  thing  ludicrous  upon  fo  grave  a  fubjeft ;  but  a  (lory  which 
he  remembered,  appeared  to  him  fo  appofite,  that  he  could 
not  refift  the  temptation  of  reciting  it :    *^  A  perfon  dete£led 
in  the  aft  of  taking  a  watch  out  of  the  pocket  of  another,  be- 
ing accufed  of  it,  confeifed  the  fadl,  but  faid  in  his  defence, 
that  he  had  been  (truck  with  a  panic,  and  in  his  fright  he  had 
laid  hold  of  the-firll  thing  he  could,  which  happened  to  be  the 
gentleman's  watch  which  he  conveyed  into  hi$  pocket.f  Ifj  ia 
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the  prefent  c^fe,  Poland  was  the  firft  thing  thefe  great  poweri| 
Ruflia  and  Pruflia,  could  lay  hold  of;  fuch.was  the  efFeSt  9- 
thefe  royal  alarms,  fuch  the  condu(fl  of  thefe  Royal  panic-ftruck 
Sovereigns,  that  in  the  fpafms  of  their  fear,  they  9ould  not 
quit  their  hold,  and  having  each  an  equal  right  to  retain  what 
they  had  within  their  gripe,  moft  equitably  agreed  to  divide 
the  kingdom  between  them  !  Did  gentlemen  think  themfelves 
happy  in  feeing  this  mode  adopted  to  refift  French  principles. 
'Was  this  conduS  lefs  dangerous  to  Europe  than  that  of  the* 
French  ?  He  knew  many  raafons  why  it  was  more  dangerous. 
One  was,  that  fuch  a  combination  of  defpots  were  (Carried  on 
-with  more  fecrecy,  than  in  the  wild  ftate  of  a  democracy  was 
poflible  at  any  time.  And  here  he  wilhed  to  know  what  an- 
fwcr  gentlemen  would  give  him,  if  he  afked,  whether  they 
thought,  that,  even  if  the  French  had  been  able  to  retain  all 
they  took,  Flanders  and  Brabant,  it  would  have  been  more 
dangerous  to  the  general  profperity  of  Europe  than  this  divi- 
iion  of  Poland  ?  Or  that  now  they  were  reftored,  and  fup- 
pofing  them  to  be  under  the  condition  they  flood  in  by  the  or- 
der of  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  was  there  a  man  in  that  Houfe  of 
opinion,  that  our  Jiaiety  required  the  continuance  of  this  de- 
ftrudlive  war  ? 

As  to  Savoy,  he  (hould  fay  nothing  by  way  of  comment  upon 
the  conduft  of  Great  Britain  ;  he  believed  that  bufinefs  had  been 
con^menced  on  the  part  of  the  French,  without  any  thing  in- 
tended  to  be  done  by  us,  and  certainly  without  any  promife  of 
afliftance  from  us  to  the  party  attacked  ;  and  therefore  we  were  . 
not  involved  in  any  point  of  honour  on  that  account.     He  had 
indeed  been  told,  but  he  had  no  means  of  arriving  at  real  know- 
ledge upon  the  fubjeft,  that  application  had  been  made  to  us 
at  that  time,  and  that  our  anfwer  on  that  occafion  amounted  to 
a  flat  negative.     In  fliort,  he  wiftcd  to  afk  gentlemen  who 
heard  him,  whether,  from  all  the  circumftances  put  together, 
relative  to  this  war  at  this  moment,  might  not  peace  now  be 
obtained  from  France,  even  with  the  reftitution  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia's  dominions  ;  but  he  fhould  think  it  hard  if  this  coun«^ 
try  was  bound  to  infill  upon  fuch  terms.     It  might  be  alked 
gf  him,  whether,  w  hen  we  had  fpent  millions  in  the  profecu- 
tion  01   he  prefent  war,  and  confidering  the  fituation  we  are  in 
at  t!ie  preient  moment,  and  likcwife  that  the  convulfion  and 
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diftra£lion  of  the  French  make  it  improbable  they  will  be  able 
tOL  proceed  without  deftruftion,    (hall  we  make  peace  ?    He 
would  anfwer — yes.  He  did  not  think  but  that  feme  indemnity 
might  even  now  be  obtained  from  our  arms  in  the  Weft  Indies  ; 
but  he  called  for  peace  as  a  matter  of  prudence  on  our  part, 
under  all  the  circumftances  by  which  we  were   furrounded  ; 
and  here  he  came  to  the  melancholy  part  of  the  argument  ;  for 
although  no  vieNVs  of  commerce  could  juftify  the  continuance 
of  any  war,  after  the  aggreflion  that  provoked  it  was  at  an  end,, 
yet  views  of  commerce  might  induce  us  to  conclude  a  peace  as 
foon  as  we  had  obtained  the  obje£l  for  which  the  war  began  ; 
in  all  cafes  where  our  honour  was  not  at  (lake,  even  although 
the  terms  were  not  fuch  as  we  might  originally  have  expected. 
And  now  he  muft>  however  reludlantly,  come  to  the  prcfent 
fimation  of  this  country.     The  defperate  ftate  of  the  difeaJe 
might  be  judged  of  from  the  nature  of  the  remedy  which  they 
had  lately  been  called  on  to  apply  ;  and  here  he  would  defire  them 
to  a(k  every  man^  whether  peace  at  this  time  is  not  indifpen- 
fably  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  this  country  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view  ?  .  Let  us  aflc  every  man  In  the  kingdom,  who 
ha3  any  commercial  dealings,  whether  the  accounts  he  receives 
from  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  do  not  call  for  a  concluflon  to 
this  war  ?  Let  i|s  aflc  every  man  poflTefTed  of  the  fmalleft  infor- 
mation upon  the  fubje£t,  whether  he  ever  heard  of  a  war  more 
de(lru£live  to  the  commerce  of  the  country  than  the  prefent  ? 
Let  us  fee  whether  almoft  every  manufafturing  town  in  the 
kingdom  did  not  give  melancholy  proof  of  the  truth  of  thefe  re- 
fleflions.     Whether  the  town  of  Manchcfter,  and  others  in  its 
neighbourhood;  whether  Wiltihire,  and  all  the  Weft,  did  not 
prove  the  fame  thing  ?     Some  indeed  had  imagined  that  the 
city  of  Norwich  had  efcaped  from  the  hiifchief.     But  he  was 
perfeSly  fure  that  if  his  ri^t  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) immediately  conneded  with  that  city,  ftiould  take  an 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  would  acknow* 
ledge  the  truth  of  thofe  afTertions,   although  he  had  reafon  to 
fear  he  would  differ  from  the  conclufion  he  fliould  draw. — 
Let  us,  however,  look  at  the  real  ftate  of  our  affairs :    Let  us 
acknowledge,  that  a  continuance  of  war  may  bring  on  the 
greateft  calamities  upon  us.     Let  us  not  afk  ourfelves,  what 
indemnity  we  ought  to  have  of  France ;  but  what  has  France 
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in  her  power  to  beftow  ?  What  has  Europe  to  beftow  upon 
<jrcat  Britain  that  will  equal  the  (hock  that  may  be  given  to 
her  commerce  by  continuing  the  prcfent  war  ?  He  knew  there 
were  many  who  maintained,  that  the  prefent  war  was  not  the 
-caiife  of  the  prefent  commercial  cmbarraflTments  of  this  coun- 
try ;  he  did  not  agree  with  thofe  opinions.  But  fuppofing 
them  to  be  right,  he  would  then  fay,  that  whatever  was  the 
caufe  of  our  diltrefTes  in  that  refpeS,  we  could  not  look  with 
any  rational  hope  of  amending  our  condition,  without  the  ad- 
vantages of  pciace  ;  and  he  was  ready  to  exprefs  his  perfeft 
convifiion,  that  peace  mud  be  had  for  our  recovery.  Taking 
this  for  granted,  as  he  muft,  he  would  aflc.  What  it  was  that 
all  Europe  could  give  to  us  by  way  of  indemnity  for  our  pro* 
ceeding  farther  in  this  war  ?  What  wa$  it  that  we  were  now 
fighting  for  ?  For  our  religion  ?  It  was  not  attacked*  For 
our  Conftitution  ?  It  was  perfcSly  fecure.  What  if  France 
was  diftrafted.  Was  that  of  benefit  to  us  ?  What  if  we  made 
law  to-morrow  for  France  ?  What  if  we  exaded  indemnity  ? 
What  had  (he  to  give  ?  What  had  Europe  to  give  to  Great 
Britain  for  the  profecution  of  the  war  ?  He  faid,  he  faw  no 
room  for  fuppofmg  that  the  Houfe  would  not  do  him  the  juftice 
to  believe  that  he  did  not  fpeak  from  any  party  warmth  upon 
this  fubjed.  He  thought  that  notwithftanding  he  had  gene- 
rally the  misfortune  to  differ  from  the  majority  of  the  prefent 
Houfe,  yet  they  would  fee  upon  this  occafion  the  neccflTity  of 
•concurring  with  him  in  exprelfing  an  earneft  difpo(ition  for  the 
termination  of  the  war,  becaufe  all  agreed  in  opinion  that  when 
the  objc(5l  of  the  war  could  have  been  obtained  the  hour  of 
peace  (hould  arrive.  What  flood  now  in  the  way  of  peace  i 
We  had  no  alliance  with  Auftria  upon  this  occafion,  nor  any 
in  that  refpeft  with  the  King  of  Pryffia.  With  refpeft  to 
Holland,  any  propoiition  for  peace  muft  be  acceptable  to  them. 
But  we  had  an  alliance  with  the  Empreli  of  Ruffia,  this  day 
laid  upon  the  table  ;  in  that  alUance  there  was  an  article  he 
was  forry  to  fee,  by  which  we  engaged  not  to  lay  down  arms 
but  by  mutual  confent  ;  and  by  which  we  might  be  called  upon 
to  adopt  the  principles  of  the  Court  of  Petcrfburgh,  in  the 
profecution  of  the  war.  Principles  in  themfelves  at  all  times 
very  dangerous,  but  alarmingly  fo  at  this  time,  becaufe  we 
might  be  compelled  to  purfue  the  war  until  the  objedions  of 

aP  7. 
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the  Emprcfs  were  all  removed.    With  refpeft  to  the  treaty 
with  the  King  of  Sardinia,  that  was  more  dire£l  and  pofitive  ; 
but  he  (hould  fay  no  more  upon  thefe  topics  at  this  time,  be- 
caufe  that  Houfe  had  not  yet  adopted  them.     Another  point 
remained.     He  knew  the  difficulty  which  had  been  often  ftart- 
ed  with  refpe£t  to  peace.    Upon  this  a  queftion  had  been  afked, 
whether  we  were  to  treat  with  France  in  its  prefent  (late  ?  To 
which  he  anfwered — yes.     With  him,  or  them,  be  he  or  they 
what  they  will,  you  ought,  and  ultimately  you  mufl  treat, 
with  thofe  who  have  the  Government  in  their  hands :  he  was 
fure  of  this.     If  the  contrary  be  true — if  we  treat  with  them 
only,  on  a  plan  of  our  own,  as  to  a  form  of  Government,  wc 
muft  be  at  war  with  them  until  we  beat  them ;  and  we  fliould 
in  that  cafe  fight  with  them  until  they  (hould  obtain  a  legally 
eftablifhed  government — Good  God  !    what  was  there  in  their 
proceedings  that  made  us  look  for* an  eilablifhed  Government 
among  them  ?  What  reafon  had  we  to  expedt  that  event  to  ukc 
place  t     When  and  how  were  we  to  enforce  it  ?     Let  them 
fuffer  the  penahies  of  their  own  injuIHce — let  them  fulFer  the 
Iniferies  ariling  from  their  own  conf  ufion — Why  were  the  peo- 
ple of  England  to  fufFcr  becaufe  the  people  of  France  were  un- 
juft?     Why  was  every  man  in  England  to  be  a  fulFerer,  be- 
caufe the  people  of  France  were  in  confufion,  and  that  too 
when  France  had  no  power  to  annoy  us,  and  when  we  could 
conclude  peace  with  fafety  to  ourfelves  and  to  our  allies  ?     If 
we  were  determined  to  fay,  we  Ihould  not  make  {)eace  with 
the  French  until  they  have   a  form  of  Government  which 
we  Ihall  approve ;  that  would  amount  to  faying,  we  woiJd 
didlate  to  them  a  form  of  government;  and  if  that  had  been 
avowed  at  the  beginning  to  that  Houfe,  he  was  confident  they 
would  not  have  adopted  the  war  at  all ;    and  although  it  was 
His  Majefly's  undoubted  prerogative  to  commence  it  of  his 
own  v\  ill,   yet  the  Houfe  would  have  refufed  to  pledge  itfelf 
for  fupplies  for  carrying  it  on.     If  he  was^alked,  With  whom 
we  could  have  figned  a  treaty  of  peace  fome  time  ago  r     He 
would  anlvvcr.  With  M.  Le  Brun.  All  thofe  who  had  fupport* 
cd  this  war  had  agreed  that  peace,  if  it  could  be  obtained, 
wae  a  detirable  objec*t ;    and  in  all  that  had  been  faid  or  done 
by  ihe  National  Convention,  every  thing  that  had  been  faid  or 
4one  in  the  city  of  Paris,  demonitrated  this  \  it  had  ever  been 
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the  opinion  of  that  peopljc^  that  a  peace  with  this  country  was 
the  raoft  defirable  of  all  objefls  for  them  to  obtain.  He  own- 
ed, for  his  part,  the  neceffity  of  this  country *s  being  at  peace 
ivith  the^ French*  and  all  the  people  of  England  would  fee  it  in 
the  fame  light  very  foon,  unlefs  they  were  ready  to  fay  they 
v^ould  pay  for  the  follies  of  the  French.  It  was  a  new  thing 
to  hear,  that  to  be  at  peace  with  a  people,  we  mud  be  pleafed 
firft  with  the  form  of  their  Government.  He  knew  it  was  not 
-wife  to  treat  in  general  with  thofe  whofe  power  was  unfettled. 
This  applied  to  treaties  of  alliance  ;  but  when  peace  was  the 
objeS,  this  doftrine  was  not  to  be  admitted,  as,  otherwife,  w« 
might  be  at  war  for  ever. 

He  felt  a  confiderable  deference  to  others  in  fpeaking  on 
parts  of  this  fubjeft  now.  From  what  he  had  feen  fome  time 
ago,  he  knew  there  was  a  cry  in  that  Houfe  for  entering  into 
this  war ;  but  he  thought  now,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  period 
when  a  man  fpoke  the  opinion  of  every  man*  in  this  country 
upon  any  fubjedl,  it  was  now,  that  he  faid  peace  was  an  ob- 
ject the  mod  defirable  of  all  others.  He  mud  fay,  that  every 
meafure  (hould  now  be  taken  to  put  an  end  to  this  ruinous 
war  ;  and  an  immediate  termination  of  it,  was  almoft  the 
univerfal  defire  of  the  people  of  this  country.  Whether  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  or  not,  he  could  not  tell ;  but  he 
believed,  that  his  opinion  upon  this  occafion,  was  almoft  with- 
out exception,  the  opinion  of  the  public.  He  did  not  advance 
this  upon  flight  ground,  he  had  very  good  information  for 
what  he  faid,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  lillened  to  with  at- 
tention. 

A  report  had  gone  abroad ;  how  true  it  was,  he  did  not  pre- 
fiime  to  determine,  becaufe  he  had  no  means  of  accurate  in- 
formation ;  but  certainly  a  report  prevailed,,  and  he  knew 
there  were  many  who  thought,  that  fome  of  the  moft  efficient 
Minifters  of  the  Crown,  who  felt  the  diftrefs  of  this  country, 
and  the  abfurdity  of  continuing  the  war,  were  at  the  prefent 
moment  friends  to  peace  ;  and  fmce  he  had  confidered  of 
making  the  motion  with  which  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of 
concluding  his  addrefs  to  the  Houfe, — fome  perfons  told  him, 
that  he  was  flrengthened  in  his  opinion  upon  this  war  by  fome 
perfons  high  in  His  Majerty's  Council ;  be  that  as  it  may,  he 
did  not  fay  he  wiQied  for  the  fandlion  of  this  or  of  that  man  ; 


66a  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1793. 

he  wiflied  that  whoever  favoured  (hould  be  emboldened  to  per- 
fift,  and  then  he  trufted  the  Crown  would  be  advlfed  in   the 
Cabinet  to  put  an  end  to  this  war  ;  if  it  (hould  be  fo,  it  would 
give  him  the  mod  heartfelt  fatisfaflion. — He  knew  that  the 
opinions  of  many  in  that  Houfe  might  be  an  argument  for 
changing  the  opinions  of  fome  of  the  Member?  of  the  Cabinet.  " 
He  therefore  thought  it  pofllble  that  by  diligence,  his  objed 
might  be  gained.     Ife  confeifed  that  he  f6  earneftly  defired 
peace,  and  faw  the  policy  of  it  fo  ftrongly,  that  if  there  was 
any  one  of  the  Council  of  the  King  who  wifhed  for  it,  what- 
ever fiiuation  that  perfon  held,  and  if  he  faid  he  thought  the 
continuance  of  this  war  dangerous,  and  wifhed  to  put  an  end 
to  it,  fuch  perfon  for  fuch  a  purpofe  (hould  have  his  fupport, 
and  he  was  in  hopes  that  the  motion  he  (hould  make  to-night 
would  ftrengthen  that  opinion.     He  was  the  more  inclined  to 
think  that  would  be  the  effedl  of  it,  from  experience  of  the 
part.     We  all  remember  the  American  war*— war,  during  a 
long  period  before  the  termination  of  it,  there  was  great  reafbn 
to  believe,  indeed  there  was  no  room  to  doubt  it,  that  not 
only  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  people  of  this  country, 
but  alfo  many  of  the  efficient  Minifters  of  the  Crown,  wiihed 
to  put  an  end  to  it.    Whether  that  was  the  cafe  as  to  the  latter 
part  in  the  prefent  cafe  he  could  not  tell — But  this  he  would 
fay,  that  whenever  any  Minifter  (hould  (land  forth,  and  re- 
gardlefs  of  the   impreffion  he  (hould  make  upon  the  party^  on 
whofc  favour  he  might  principally  depend,  avow  his  fentimentt 
upon  this  fubjcft,  let  it  be  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Pitt),  he  (hould  be  glad  to  join  with  him 
upon  that  fubjeft,  and  afford  him  all  the  aid  in  his  power. — 
The  American  war  was  an  awful  example  to  the  people  of 
this  country,  and  he  hoped  we  were  not  doomed  to  endure 
another  fuch  calamity.     He  muft  once  more  call  upon  the 
members  of  that  Houfe,  to  exercife  their  own  judgement  and 
to  look  at  the  fmall  poilible  advantage  to  be  gained,  and  the 
^Imoft  inevitable  ruin  of  purfuing  this  war,  and  then  aft  with 
courage,   and  put  an  end  to  this  dangerous  and  dertruflivc 
meaufure  :  he  hoped  and  trufted  they  would  fo  aft  ;  and  if 
they  did,  he  was  confident  he  Ihould  give  confolation  to  them 
by  the  meafure  he  was  now  going  to  fuggeft. 
He  then  moved., 
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**  That  an  humJble  addrefs  be  prefcnled  to  His  Majcfty,  to 
lay  before  His  Majcfty  the  humble  rcprefentaiions  of  hit 
faithful  Commons  on  the  prefent  awful  and  momentous  crifis  ^ 
a  duty  which  they  feel  thcmfelves  the  more  efpccially  called 
upon  to  perform  at  this  jundure^  as  a  long  and  eventful 
period  may  probably  elapfe  before  His  Majefty  can  again  have 
an  opportunity  of  colleding,  through  their  reprefentations^ 
the  real  fentiments  and  wifhes  of  his  people. 

"In  the  name  of  the  people  of  England,  His  Majefty '$ 
faithful  Commons  are  bound  to  declare,  that  they  concurred 
in  the  meafures  neceffary  to  carry  on  the  prefent  war,  for  the 
objeds  of  defence  and  fecurity,  and  for  thofe  obje£ls  only. 

"  That  any  plan  of  aggrandizement,  founded  on  the  prefent 
diftreifed  fituation  of  France,  much  lefs  any  purpofe  of  eftab- 
lifliing  among  the  French  people  any  particular  form  of  go- 
vernment,  never  would  have  had  their  concurrence  or  fup- 
port. 

''  In  exprefling  thefe  their  fentiments  and  opinions,  on  en- 
tering into  the  prefent  war,  His  Majefty's  faithful  Commons 
are  fenflble  that  they  are  only  repeating  thofe  benevolent  de- 
clarations, which  policy,  and  a  careful  attention  to  the  real 
interefts  of  the  Britifh  nation,  induced  His  Majefty  to  ufe  in 
his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  at  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  feftion  of  Parliament,  and  in  repeated  melTages  t6 
this  Houfe. 

"  To  reprefent  to  His  Majefty,  that  though  his  faithful 
Commons  have  the  moft  perfefl  reliance  on  His  Majefty's 
facred  word  and  promife,  folemnly  pledged  to  this  country  and 
to  Europe,  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France, 
or  to  enter  into  the  views  and  projefts  of  other  powers  who,^ 
in  the  prefent  war,  may  be  aduated  by  motives  far  different 
from  thofe  which  govern  the  conduft  of  His  Majefty ;  yet 
they  feel  it  to  be  their  indifpenflble  duty  to  call  His  Majefty's 
moft  ferious  attention  to  fome  of  the  circumftances,  which 
have  occurred  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  unfor- 
tunate conteft. 

"  The  French  arms,  which  after  a  fuccefsfiil  invafion  of 
Brabant,  had  threatened  the  fecurity  of  His  Majefty's  allies 
the  States  General,  have  fince  been  confined  within  their  own 
territory,  and  are  now  occupied  in  defence,  of  their  frontier 
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towns  againft  the  united  forces  of  His  Majefty  and  his  allies. 
The  danger  apprehended  from  the  former  conquefts  and  ag- 
grandizement of  the  French  nation,  appears  therefope  to  be 
no  longer  a  fubjeft  of  juft  uneafinefs  and  alarm. 

"  Some  of  the  powers  engaged  in  the  confederacy  againft 
France,  have,  on  the  other  hand,  openly  avowed,  and  fuccefs- 
fully  executed  plans  of  domination  and  conqueft,  not  lefs  for- 
midable to  the  general  liberties  of  Europe.     The  rapacious 
and  faithlefs  difmemberment  of   the  unhappy  kingdom   of 
Poland,  without  having  produced,  as  far  as  it  appears  to  this 
Houfe,  any  remonftrance  from  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  has 
excited  in  His  M^jefty's  faithful  Commons  the   higheft  indig- 
nation at  fo  daring  an  outrage  on  the  rights  of  independent 
nations,  and  the  keeneft  folicitude  to  refcue  the  honour  of  the 
Britifh  Government  from  the  fufpicion  of  having  concurred  or 
acquiefced  in  meafures  fo  odious  in  their  principle,  and  fo 
dangerous  in  their  example  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  man- 
kind. 

"  The  fevere  calamities  which,  fmce  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  war,  this  nation  has  already  experienced, — the 
ihock  given  to  commercial  credit,  and  the  alarming  confe- 
quences  which  the  failure  of  the  mercantile  and  manufadur- 
ing  interefls  threathens  to  the  public  revenue,  and  to  the 
general  profperity  of  the  country,  cannot  have  failed  to  attia^ 
His  Majedy's  attention,  and  to  excite  in  his  benevolent  mind 
a  fincere  defire  to  relieve  his  fubjefts  from  diftreffes  of  which 
they  cannot  hope  for  a  termination  but  in  the  fpeedy  rc-cftab- 
Ufhment  of  peace. 

*^  His  Majefty's  faithful  Commons  make  it,  therefore,  their 
moil  earned  and  folemn  requeft,  that  His  Majefty,  taking  into 
his  confidcration  all  the  above  circumftanccs,  will  not  fail  to 
employ  the  earlieft  meafures  for  procuring  peace  on  fuch  terms 
as  are  confiftent  with  the  profelled  objeds  of  the  war,  and 
with  that  good  faith,  ftrift  juftice,  and  liberal  and  enlightened 
policy  which  haVe  hitherto  fo  peculiarly  didin^uiQicd  the 
Britifh  nation."'' 

Mr.  HUSSJEY  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Fox)  in  fupport  of  the  m.  (ion  lor  an  addrefs  to  His 
Majefty,  v^hich  he  ha.l  now  brought  forward/had  affumcd 
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and  laid  down  what  the  objeds  were  which  had  been  held  out . 
and  avowed,  as  the  precife  objedls  of  the  prefent  war ; — 
v^hich  objefts  he  had  ftated  to  be  now  attainable  by  negocia* 
tion,  if  not  already  attained.  So  far  as  the  declared  obje£ls 
of  the  war  regarded  Holland  and  Flanders,  he  had  no  great  fault 
to  find  with  the  fairnefs  of  his  right  honourable  friend's  (late* 
xnent ;  but,  with  rcfpedl  to  the  alledged  difavowal  of  any  in- 
terference as  to  the  internal  government  of  France,  there  ap- 
peared to  him  a  manifeft  error,  or  at  leaft  a  want  of  fufficient 
preciGon  in  that  ftatement^  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  there 
had  been  a  difavowal  of  any  intention  on  our  part  to  interfere, 
for  the  purpofe  pf  eftablifhing  in  France  any  particular  form 
of  government,  whether  nionarchial,  democratic,  or  defpotic  ; 
but  he  conceived  it  to  have  been  an  avowed  purpofe  of  the 
war,  to  endeavour  to  bring  about  the  e(labli(hment  of  fuch  a 
government,  in  that  country,  as  we  might,  with  fafety,  treat 
with; — we  were  to  profecute  the  war,  till  we  could  make 
peace  with  fafety.  For  his  parr,  he  faid,  he  was  yet  to 
learn  any  principle  in  reafon,  or  any  rule  or  example  in  prac- 
tice, by  which  a  country  could  be  called  upon,  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  a  war,  to  ftate  definitely,  wha^  are  the  precife  obje£ts 
of  the  war,  or  what  the  precife  fituation  in  which  it  ought  to 
defift  from  that  war  ;  to  do  fo  would  be  truly  impoffible,  be- 
caufe  much  mufl  frequently  depend,  in  point  of  prudence  and 
propriety  in  that  refpeft,  upon  contingencies  during  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  war.  His  right  honourable  friend,  however, 
having  firft  aflfumed  this  as  a  fixed  principle,  having  then 
afliimed  what  were  the  avowed  objefts  of  the  prefent  war, — 
and  having  alfo  aflumed  that  thefe  objeds  are  attainable  ;-^he 
had,  on  all  thefe  aflumptions,  grounded  this  conclufion,  that 
we  are  now  only  at  war  for  indemnifioatton  ;  but,  denying,  as 
he  did,  the  premifes,  he  could  not  poilibly  join  in  the  conclu- 
fion.  In  this,  or  in  any  other  war,  he  was  ready  to  admit, 
that  the  flate  of  the  country  was  undoubtedly  one  confideration, 
and  ought,  in  every  thing  regarding  it,  to  make  part  of  the 
calculation ;  but  he  could,  by  no  means,  agree  in  the  opinion, 
that  the  prefent  flate  of  this  country,  with  refpeft  to  commer- 
cial credit  particularly,  had  been  occafioned  by  the  war ;  he 
certainly  thought  it  had  proceeded  from  caufes  di{lin£l  from 
the  war.  He  would  next  al(k,  how  did  his  right  honourable 
Vol.  XXXV-  4CL 
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friend  make  out  his  pofitiotiy  that  the  obje£ls  of  the  war  are 
now  attainable  by  negociiltion  ?   were^that^  indeed,  once  ad* 
mittedy   no  doubt  could  remain  upon  the  fubje£l ;  he  mufti 
howeveri  deny,  that  the  objeSs  of  the  war  can,  in  any  Ihapc, 
be  faid  to  be  attained ;  for,  without  fecurity,   they  cannot 
poilibly  be  attained : — Being  engaged  in  war,   ibc  objed  of 
this  country  muft  neceflarily  be,  not  merely  to  recover  HoV* 
land,  not  merely  to  refcue  Flanders,  but  alfo  to  guard  them 
againfl  fimilar  dangers  in  future.     His  right  honourable  friend 
had  fpoke  of  alarms  with  fome  (legree  of  ridicule ;    in  his 
mind,  there  was  a  degree  of  confidence  equally  dangerous,  if 
not  much  more  fo.  —  Differing,   therefore,   as  he  did,    in 
many  refpcds,  from  his  right  honourable  friend,  both  as  to 
the  ml/chief  that  is  now  in  the  world,  and  as  to  the  daoger 
of  its  fpreading  over  the  world,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to 
agree,  that  the  prefent  diftraAed  ftate  of  France  furnithed  any 
lecurity  on  which  this  country  either  could  or  ought  to  place 
reliance.     With  refpeft  to  what  had  been  faid  of  clamours 
for  peace,  perhaps  fome  perfons  might  be  ready  to  jcnn  in 
fuch  clamours,  whofe  real  obje£ls  were  very  different  firom 
their  pretence,  and  who  were  by  no  means  friendly  to  the 
Conftitution  of  this  country :  but,  be  their  motives  what  they 
may,  he  did   not  like  to  appeal  to  fimple  illiterate  perfons  in 
great  queftions  of  ftate ;  not,  from  any  want  of  confideration 
with  refpefl  to  fuch  perfons,  but  becaufe  they  are  really  in* 
capable  of  forming  a  juft  opinion  upon  fuch  queflions,  which 
are  queftions  of  judgment, — particularly,  with  regard  to  war ; 
however  clamourous  fuch  people  may  be  from  their  difbefles, 
this  ought  to  have  no  weight  in  deciding  as  to  the  merits  of  tht 
war.     Nor  are  fuch  perfons  liable  to  fuffer  only  from  the 
effedls  of  war  ;-^manufa£lurers,  for  inftance,  are  liable  to  be 
thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  caprice  of  falhion.    Befides, 
fuch  people  would  prefer  their  own  immediate  inteieft  to  the 
future  good  either  of  this  country  or  of  the  world.   Mr.  Wind* 
ham  faid,  that  agalnd  fuch  impreffions  he  hoped  that  Houfe 
would  be  guarded,  and  that  they  would  aA  vpon  larger  views^ 
for  the  interefl  of  this  country,  and  of  the  reft  of  Europe :-« 
for  his  part,  feeling  that  we  have  now,  as  we  had  before,  cveiy 
thing  at  flake, — that,  fb  far  from  being  unfuccefsful  in  the  pco- 
&cution  of  the  war,  we  have  hitherto  been  pro^)erous,^-and 
that  thofe  depredations  widx  which  our  uade  was  at  firft 
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threatened,  have  pafled  away^-^feeling  alfo  the  dHficulty  of 
getting  a  conibination  of  powers  fufEcient  to  attain  the  fecurity 
aimed  at,  and  the  almoil  impofTibility  of  again  forming  fuch 
combination,  if  once  diflblved,  he  mud  confider  an  attempt, 
on  our  part,  to  make  peace,  under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
;is  next  to  madnefs.  Were  he  indeed  to  conjedure  what  muSt 
be  the  wi(h  of  thofe  who  not  only  approve  French  principles, 
but  wifli  to  fee  them  introduced  into  this  country,  he  would 
Aippole  it  to  be  that  this  very  motion  fhould  be  adopted,  which 
had  been  now  brought  forward  by  his  right  honourable  friend* 
He  had  not  certainly  a  doubt  of  the  purity  of  his  motives,  but 
he  was  fure  that  nothing  could  have  led  his  right  honourable 
friend  to  make  fuch  a  motion,  except  a  total  difference  from 
him  in  opinion  as  to  the  great  points  upon  which  this  queftion 
appeared  to  him  to  turn.  He  begged,  however,  to  warn  the 
Houfe  againft  allowing  thcmfelves  to  be  fo  far  led  away,  froni 
a  deflre.for  peace,  as  to  diffolve  the  prefent  confederacy  till  it 
)ias  fully  attained  the  great  objeAs  for  which  it  was  formed. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that,  with  all  his  refpedl  for  the  accu- 
racy of  expreflion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
juft  fat  down,  he  confefled  himfelf  perfedly  aftoniihed  to  hear 
him  call  the  making  peace  an  a£l  of  infanity.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  alked,  who  the  perfons  were  who 
were  clamorous  for  peace  ?  To  this  he  would  anfwer,  that 
they  are  thofe  very  perfons  who,  five  months  ago,  were  very 
folicitous  for  war,  and  who  now,  feeling  its  calamitous  ef* 
fe&s,  and  finding  the  only  proper  objeds  of  it  attained,  are 
become  no  lefs  defirous  of  obtaining  peace.  He  was  much 
ailoniflied  alfo,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (hould 
have  faid,  that  the  objefts  of  the  war  could  not  be  defined  at 
its  commencement.  Were  they  not,  he  would  afk,  fecurity 
$ind  indemnity  i  Should  the  right  honourable  gentleman  deny 
this,  inftead  of  moving  for  the  reward  of  the  invention  of  a 
time-piece,  he  would  have  been  himfelf  the  inventor  of  a  per- 
petual motion  ;  of  which,  as  it  was  difficult  to  trace  any  juft 
caufe  for  its  beginning,  fo  it  would  be  impoflible  to  ice  any 
end  of  it.  As  to  what  had  been  infinuated  by  the  right  ho* 
jiourable  gentleman,  of  difafFedion  in  the  defire  of  peace  *,  if 
that  be  difaffedion,  he  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  a  difaifedt- 
€d  perfon :  he  gloried  in  fuch  difaffedion.    In  his  opinion^ 
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the  objcfts  of  the  war  were  not  only  attainable,  but  had  been» 
in  h&f  attained  —  he  meant  in  fo  far  as  this  country  is  coo- 
cerned.  The  fole  objedls  of  this  country  were  fecurity  and 
indemnity ;  though  very  different  were  the  views  of  all  thofc 
with  whom  we  have  allied  ourfelves  in  carrying  on  the  prefent 
war.  Upon  every  confideration,  the  motion  of  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  had  his  moft  hearty  concurrence. 

Mr.  BURKE  faid,  he  was  defirous,  on  fo  great  an   occa- 
fion,  to  give  his  clear  and  decided,  though  he  hoped  not  a  per- 
tinacious and  obftinate,  opinion.     He  conceived  it  to  involve 
a  queftion  which  would  decide  for  ever  our  conneftions  with 
the  Continent ;  a  queftion  whether  we  (hould  make  war  with 
all  the  powers  of  Europe,  in  order  to  make  peace  with  Fiance. 
That  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  fend  up  an  addreis  to  the 
Throne,  containing  a  moft  bitter  inveftive  againft  three  great 
powers  of  Europe ;  and  what  was  to  be  the  confequencc  ? 
Did  we  mean  to  provoke  them  without  an  6bje£t?     If  fo,  it 
was  an  idle  inveSive,  without  meaning.     He  would  not  enter 
into  the  bufinefs  of  Poland,  though  he  had  certainly  formed 
his  own  opinion  upon  it ;  but  he  muft  fay,  that  it  was  a  wo- 
manifli  proceeding,  at  beft,  to  rail,  without  doing  more  ;  and, 
if  we  do  more,  we  are  at  war  with  all  Europe.     He  muft  fup- 
pofe,  however,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox), 
whom  he  would  fufpeft  of  any  thing  rather  than  of  weak  de- 
figns,  does  really  propofe  the  making  an  attack  in  order  to  le- 
ftore  Poland.     On  this  fubjeft  of  Poland,  whatever  were  his 
fentitpents,  he  would  think  it  wife  to  hold  his  tongue  ;  for  was 
it  pofliblc  for  Great  Britain  to  go  to  war  with  Auftria,  Rufliay 
and  Pruffia,  with  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  with  no  ally 
but  France  ?  and  what  Government  was  there  in  France  with 
which  we  could  form  an  alliance  ?     He  remembered,  in  hif- 
tory,  when  Charles  the  Twelfth  difpofed  of  that  country  (Po- 
land), and  gave  it  another  King ;  did  we,  on  that,  or  on  other 
fimilar  occafions,  call  upon  France  to  aflift  us  in  refcuing  Po- 
land ?   No.     France,  indeed,  would  have  been  fufticiently  dc- 
firous  of  aflifting  us,  but  Great  Britain  and  France  could  not 
then  attempt  it ;  the  fituation  of  Poland  rendered  any  fuch  at- 
tempt impafticable ;  for,  with  refpeft  to  us,  it  maybe,  in  fad, 
confidered  as  a  country  in  the  moon.    But  what  is  the  line  of 
condudl  we  are  now  defired  to  follow-  with  refped  to  thoft 
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powers  with  whom  we  have  hitherto  afled  in  this  war  ?  Shall 
ive  begin  to  defert  them  in  the  firll  moment  of  our  beirj  call- 
ed upon  to  attack?  Shall  we  totally  forget  what  they  had 
€lone>  and  how4hey  had  fought  for  us  in  defence  of  Holland, 
in  which  we  had  fo  great  an  intereft  ?  The  danger  which 
then  threatened  Holland  was  formidable  indeed,  when  attacked 
by  M.  Dumourier,  no  mean  man,  whom  he  was  rather  glad 
to  fee  as  a  gucft  here  in  London.  Of  him  and  his  100,000 
Sans  Culottes  the  Audrians  had  cleared  Holland,  and,  in  do- 
ing fo,  had  fhed  torrents  of  their  blood.  Shall  we  then  now 
fay  that  we  arc  tired  of  the  war,  at  the  very  inftant  when  we 
have  got  a  glimpfe  of  hope,  and  before  we  have  taken  any  one 
fortrefs.  For  his  part,  he  reprobated  fuch  fliameful  perfidy. 
But  when  we  (hall  have  excommunicated  ourfelves  from  the 
whole  band  of  European  fovereigns,  in  order  to  treat  with 
France,  we  can  have  no  fecurily  whatever  for  the  performance 
of  any  treaty  on  their  part,  which  can  be  equal  even  to  the 
conftancy  or  confiftency  of  a  fingle  individual.  He  did  not 
deny  the  ambition  of  the  fovereign  powers  of  Europe ;  but  the 
queftion,  in  his  opinion,  came  to  be,  which  was  that  power  ' 
whofe  ambition  was  mod  likely  to  prefs  on  Great  Britain  ? 
The  partition  of  Poland  might  poffibly  be  made  to  as  not  to 
deftroy,  or  even  to  affcft  in  any  great  degree,  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe.  The  King  of  Pnillia  had,  indeed,  taken 
Dantzick,  and  he  was  forry  for  it ;  but  had  he  taken  the  lives 
or  the  propfcrty  of  any  individuals  ?  He  hoped  it  would  not  be 
conceived  that  he  approved  of  this ;  but  he  muft  confider  the 
different  conduft  of  France,  and  oppofe  to  it  the  deteftable 
principles  of  their  infamous  decree  of  the  15th  of  December. 
He  had  not  heard  that,  either  in  Poland  or  in  Dantzick,  any 
one  clergyman  had  loft  his  living,  or  that  any  man  had  loft  his 
life  or  property.  The  beginning  of  a  war  muft  always  be  the 
moft  cxpenfive  part ;  and  yet,  after  having  incurred  all  this 
enormous  e&pence,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war,  before  it  has  been  poflible  to  derive  any  fruits  from 
it.  On  two  former  occafions  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Foxj  had  cenfured,  in  ftrong  terms,  the  condud  of  the 
right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  making 
armaments,  without  doing  any  thing  more  ;  and  (hall  we  now 
deGre  him  to  do  fo  a  third  time  ?     The  right  honourable  gen- 
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tleman  had  faid,  that  if  we  wait  till  there  (hall  be  a  fettled 
CSovernment  in  France,  we  may  wait  for  ever :  but,  in  direA 
contradidlion  to  this,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hirafclf 
has  all  along  urged  this  propofition,  that  anarchy  cannot  laf^ 
long,  while  dcfpotifm  generally  reigns  for  a  conliderable 
length  of  time.  With  whom,  indeed,  could  we  treat  at  pre-* 
fent  ?  M.  Le  Brun,  with  whom  fo  lately  we  we/c  called  on 
to  treat,  was  now  in  jail,  and  might  date  his  difpatches 
**  from  my  prifon  in  the  Abbaye,  the  firft  year  of  liberty  [  '* 
We  have  him  fad — that  is  one  advantage* — Claviere,  another 
Minifler,  was  indeed  not  confined  ;  but  then  he  was  returned 
non  eft  inventus.  Or  fliall  we  treat  with  M.  Egalite,  who,  the 
other  day,  promifed  himfelf  to  be  Lieutenant  General  of  the 
Crown  of  France,  but  who  is  now  in  the  dungeon  of 
Marfeilles  ?  or  with  Roland  ?  Roland  is  in  prifon  too ; 
but  Mrs.  Roland  was  faid  to  a£l  as  Minifler,  and  (he  too 
is  in  prifon,  whether  along  with  her  hufband  or  feparate  from 
him  he  could  not  tell,  and  he  did  not  know  if  our  AmbafTador 
could  get  accefs  to  her ;  or  if  he  did,  whether  her  hufband^ 
being  very  uxorious,  might  not  be  very  jealous  I  Could  he 
give  a  recommendation  to  his  friend  Marat,  he  was  afraid  fuch 
recommendation  would  not  be  much  attended  to ;  but  (hould 
he,  in  this  (late  of  confufion,  go  to  that  virtuous  chara<3er, 
he  would  advife  him  to  leave  his  watch  behind  him.  But 
what  were  the  principles  upon  which  this  negociation  were  to 
be_ carried  on  ?  He  would  (hew  out  of  the  mouth  of  this  very 
BrilTot  what  the  French  at  leaft  thought  on  that  fubjeft*  It 
was  the  Report  of  a  Committee^  of  which  he  was  the  head, 
upon  the  fubjecl  of  a  treaty  with  Geneva,  in  which  he  af- 
firmed, ''  that  treaties  were  ufclefs,  and  could  -not  bind  the 
people  who  v/ere  to  be  uiuied  by  principles  alone ;  and  there- 
fore to  make  treaties  with  any  other  fovereign  power  was  dif- 
graceful  in  a  free  people."  There  was  a  fecret  in  all  Govcrn- 
•  ments  which  might  be  termed  the  moving  fpring  (and  moment 
turn  to  aftion  ;  and  this  we  find  in  the  French  fydcm  to  con* 
fid  in  a  total  difregard  of  all  treaties.  It  had  been  faid,  (hall 
wc  interfere  for  the  purpofe  of  obtruding  on  the  French  what* 
>cver  form  of  government  we  (hall  think  fitting  for  them  ? 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  no  country  could  force  a  particular 
form  of  government  upon  another,  but  tliat  all  received  fuch  a 
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one  as  was  under  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  moft  adapted 
lo  their  fituations.     Governments  were,  in  this  inftance,  like 
individuals,  no  one  had  a  right  ofEcioufly  to  obtrude  with  his 
advice,    or  undertake  the  management  of  another's  affairs ; 
hut  if  a  man  were  guilty  of  the  moft  indecent  outrages,  if  he 
were  to  attempt  to  murder  his  wife,  to  ftarve  his  children,  or 
to  burn  his  habitation,  (hall  we  not  interfere  to  prevent  attacks 
upon  our  feelings  and  our  fafety  ?     He  remarked,  that  there 
was  one  grand  fophiftry  that  run  through  the  whole  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeeches,  namefy,  that  we  made 
war  on  France,  while  defaSfo  (he  made  v/ar  upon  us,  and  that 
too  at  a  time  when  Dumourier  was  affefting  to  treat  wiih  us. 
He  infifted  that  it  was  a  travelling  delufion,  that  nations  were 
not  to  interfere  with  each  other  ;  for  if  any  ndtion  endeavour- 
ed to  confufe,  to  trample  upon,  violate,  or  defpifw>,  the  rights 
of  others,   the  intcrefts  of  human  fociety  required  that  all 
fliould  join  againft  them.     If,  by  t!ie  fubverfion  of  all  law 
«nd  religion,  a  nation  adopts  a  malignant  fpirit  to  produce 
anarchy  and  mifchief  in  oth^r  countries,  it  is  the  right  of  na* 
tions  to  go  to  war  with  them.     In  fupport  of  this  doftrine,  he 
quoted  the  autliority  of  Vatel,  who  lays  it  down,  "  that  if 
-  one  nation  adopt  principles^  maleficent  to  all  government  and 
order,  fuch  a  nation  is  to  be  oppofed  from  principles  of  com- 
mon fafety."    This,  he  infilled,  was  the  fpirit  of  France ; 
and  what  was  to  keep  the  effefls  of  it  from  England  ?     War, 
and  nothing  elfe.     Until,  therefore,  we  could  find  that  fecu- 
riiy  in  their  principles  and  praftices  which  could  alone  make 
peace  permanent,  he  would  never  agree  to  proftrale  the  Throne 
of  Great  Britain  at  the  foot  of  any  National  Convention  or 
Jacobin  Club  whatever.     He  tKcn  drew  a  picture  of  a  Britiih 
Ambadador  making  the  amende  h:inorahle  before  the  National 
Convention*     To  tl]is  end,  he  would  have  the  lirii  blood  in 
the  land  fent,  to  make  the  amende  more  complete :  there  he 
ihould  (land  with  a  white  (beet  on,  and  a  torch  in  his  liand, 
all  the  ghaftly  regicides  in  rows  about  him,  the  Prefidcnt  (ba- 
king the  bloody  head  of  Louis  XVI.,  to  make  the  anunde 
more  horrible;    which  being  accompli flied,    Danton,  with 
his  .bloody  jaws,  would  give  him  a.  civic  kifs  in  token   of 
adoption.     To  fuch  a  ceremony  he  could  never  a^ree,  and 
therefore  he  muft  refift  the  prefent  motion. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  after  what  has  been  already  fo 
ably  urged,  I  do  not,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  debate,  con- 
ceive it  neceflary  to  fpeak  to  the  merits  of  the  queftion.     The 
almoft  unanimous  call  of  the  Houfe  (hews,  that  on  that  point 
they  have  already  fufficienily  made  up  their  minds.     But  feme- 
thing  has  been   alledged  in   the  general  grounds  on  which  the 
motion  is  brought  forward,  and  particular  allufions  have  been 
made  to  rte,  which  I  cannot  allow  to  pafs  over  in  filence.  The 
motion  has  been  introduced   by  the  honourable  gentleman  00 
the  eve  of  the  end  of  the  feflion,  no  doubt  as  a  folemn  expref- 
lion  of  the  fentiments  entertained  by  him  on  the  prefent  (late 
of  affairs,  and  I  (hould  be  forry  that  my  opinion  on  the  prefent 
occafion  (hould  be  at  all  equivocal.     I  do  not  then  hcfitate  to 
declare  this  motion  is  in  itfelf  the  moft  impolitic  and  prepofte* 
rous  which  could  po(ribly  be  adopted,  the  moft  contradifiory 
to  thofe  general  principles  which  at  all  times  ought  to  regulate 
our  conduft,  and  the  moft  unfuitable  to  thofe  particular  cir- 
cumftances  ia  which  we  are  now  placed.     Such  is  my  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  this  motion,  which  points  out  to  us  a  line  of 
conduft  we  can  by  no  means  purfue,  namely,  to  make  peace 
upon  terms  which  even,  if  within  our  reach,  we  ought  not  to 
accept,  but  which,   in  fa6^,  is  only  calculated  to  amu(e  ami 
delude  the  people,  by  holding  out  to  them  a  poffibility  of  peace, 
when,  in  reality,  peace  is  impoflible,  and  thus  ferve  to  create 
groundlefs  difconients  and  di  flat  isf aft  ion  with  the  prefent  litu- 
ation  of  affairs.     Arc  we,  I  would  afk,  in  purfuance  of  this 
motion,  to  be  content  with  merely  the  French  relinqui(hing 
thofe  conquefts  which  they  have  unjuflly  made  without  either 
obtaining  reparations  for  the  injuries  they  have  already  done 
us,  or  fecurity  againft  their  future  repetition.     There  might, 
indeed,  be  fituaiions  in  which  we  might  be  compelled  to  adopt 
fuch  a   condu£t.     Againft  heceflity  there  is  no  poffibility  of 
contending.     But,  indeed,  it  would  be  rather  ftrange  if  we 
Ihould  do  that  at  the  beginning  of  a  moft  fucccfsful  war,  which 
could  only  be  advifeable  at  the  conclulion  of  a  moft  difaftrous 
one.     It  would  be  a  principle  rather  foraewhat  new,  if,  when 
unjuftly  attacked,  and  forced  into  a  war,  we  (hould  think  pro- 
per to  ceafe  from  all  hoftilities,  as  foon  as  the  enemy  fhould  be 
unwilling  to  fupport  their  attack,  and  go  on  with  the  war. 
.Had  fuch  been  the  cafe  in  any  of  the  moft  favourite  periods  of 
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the;  hiftory  of  this  country,  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  fo  fond  of  alluding  ?  Where  could  he  find  any  fuch  principle 
in  any  of  thofe  wars  which  this  country  had  carried  on  in  fup- 
port  of  its  independence?     And  if  fo,  what  was  there  in  the 
peculiar  fituation  of  the  French,  the  difturbers  of  the  peace  of 
Europe,  and  the  unprovoked  aggreflbrs  of  this  country,  that 
Ihould  require  any  other  meafure  to  be  dealt  to  them,  than 
what  we  had  been  accuAomed  on  former  occafions  to  aiFord  to 
our  enemies.     With  a  profpeft  of  fuccefs  fo  great  as  we  had 
in  the  prefent  moment,  were  we  to  grant  them  an  impunity 
for  all  thefe  defigns  which  they  had  fo  unjuftly  formed  and  at- 
tempted to  carry  into  execution  ?     Would  this  tend  in  any  de- 
gree to  remedy  the  temporary  inconvenience  to  this  country, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  dated  as  refulting  from 
the  war,  but  which,  in  reality,  is  produced  by  collateral  caufes  i 
In  no  cafe  would  the  conduft  here  pointed  out  be  expedient. 
But  of  all  cafes,  where  we  ought  not  to  ftop  merely  becaufe 
the  enemy  flops,  is  that  where  we  had  fuffered  an  injury  with- 
out having  either  obtained  reparation  or  fecurity.     This  I  will 
illuftrate  by  what  is  at  prefent  our  fituation.     And  firft  I  will 
afic,  what  was  the  ftate  of  this  country  with  refpecl  to  France, 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  war  on  her  part.     We  then  con- 
tended, I.  That  (he  had  broke  a  treaty  with  our  allies,  which 
we  were  bound  to  fupport.     2.    Tliat  fhe  had  engaged  in 
fchemes  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement,    inconfiftcnt  with 
the  inteiefts  of  this  country,  and  the  general  fecurity  of  Eu- 
rope.    3.  That  (he  had  entertained  principles  hollile  to  all 
Governments,  and  more  particularly  to  our  own.     In  con- 
fequence  of  all   thefe  circumftanccs,    you  then  declared  in 
addre(res  to   His  Majefty,    that  if  proper  fatisfa<Sion  was 
not  obtained,   a  war  mufl  be  the  confequence.     But  while 
this  was  in  agitation  they  had  themfelves  declared  war,  and 
been  guty  of  a  fudden  and  unprovoked  aggreflion  upon  this 
country.     Is  then  that  aggreflion,  the  climax  of  all  their  inju- 
ries, to  induce  you  to  abandon  thofe  reafonable  views  of  fatis- 
fa£lion  which  before  you  entertained.     The  neccflity  of  fecu- 
rity againft  thofe  three  points,  their  difregard  of  treaties,  their 
projeds  of  ambition,  and  their  dangerous  principles,  certainly 
becomes  greater,  inafmuch  as  their  injuries  are  increafed  by  the 
aggre(Eon.    The  argument  then  for  fatisfadion,  inftead  of 
Vht  .  XXXV.  A  R 
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being  diminiflied,  derives  greater  ftrength  from  this  laft  cir- 
cumftance.  Indeed  if  we  were  foiled,  vye  might  then  be  in- 
duced to  abandon  thofe  views  with  which  we  had  fct  out,  to 
lubmit  to  the  hardfhip  of  our  fate,  and  to  receive  fuch  terms 
as  necefTity  might  di date.  But  thofe  terms  which  the  motioa 
prefcribe4  are  not  fuch  Us  are  to  be  aimed  at  in  the  firft  inflance^ 
but  fuch  as  are  only  to  be  fubmitted  to  in  the  lad  extremity. 
The  queftion  then  is,  whether  we  (hajl  now  court  calamity^ 
whether  we  (hall,  after  a  moft  fuccefsful  commencement,  vo- 
luntarily fubmit  to  all  the  moft  direful  confequences  of  failure 
and  defeat  ?  At  prefent  we  have  both  right  and  intereft  on  our 
fide.  Shall  wf  abandon  both  ?  Shall  we,  with  the  means  of 
doing  ourfelves  juftice,  pafs  by  the  moft  repeated  and  aggravat- 
ed injuries,  and  grant  peace  to  thofe  whofe  unprovoked  ag- 
greffion  alone  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  own  defence  ?  The 
queftion  refolves  itfelf  into  this  ;  Shall  we,  from  a  view  of  the 
prefent  fituation  of  the  belligerent  powers,  rifle  more  by  vigo- 
roufly.perfifting  in  the  war  till  we  have  obtained  its  objeAs, 
or  by  abandoning  it  without  either  reparation  or  fccurity  ?  I 
ihall  only  put  the  queftion,  and  leave  it  to  you  to  decide. — 
Allow  me  only  to  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  with  reference  to 
fome  points  urged  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion.  We  thought  it  neceffary  in  the  firft  inftance^  upon 
being  attacked,  to  enter  vigoroufly  into  the  war.  Did  we  not 
fee  the  evils  which  we  might  expeft  to  encounter  in  carrying  it 
on  ?  Were  we  infenfible  of  thofe  calamities  with  which 
every  war  is  attended  ?  Have  thefe  evils  and  calamities  turned 
out  to  be  greater  than  at  firft  were  expeSed  and  forefeen  ? 
On  this  point  I  fliall  not  refer  you  to  the  inflamed  exaggerations 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  predifted  from  the  war, 
even  in  its  commencement,  every  poflible  calamity,  fuch  as 
the  moft  alarming  difcontents  at  home,  the  total  ftagnation  of 
commerce,  and  interruption  of  public  profperity;  and  vrfio 
reprefented  that  its  infallible  confequence  muft  be  not  to  check 
the  fchemes  and  repulfe  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  unite,  their  views  and  concentrate  their  vigour. 
No — however  juftified  I  might  be  in  taking  this  ftatement,  I* 
Ihall  refer  you  only  to  the  more  moderate  apprehenfions  of 
thofe  who,  though  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  the  war 
were  not  infenfible  to  its  dreadful  confequences.  Thefe  ap« 
prehenfions  happily  have  been  difappointed,  and  the  very  re- 
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Tcrfe  of  thofe  calamities,  which  there  was  but  too  much  reafon 
to  dread,  has  taken  pface.  The  war  has  been  attended,  evea 
in  its  outfet,  with  the  mod  brilliant,  rapid,  and  unexpe£led 
fuccefs.  The  views  of  the  enemy  have  experienced  a  moft 
cfFeftuftl  check,  and  every  circumftancc  concurs  to  favour  the 
hope  of  our  being  able  completely  to  accomplifh  every  objeft 
of  the  war.  Was  there  any  thing  then  in  this  fituation  to  in* 
duce  us  to  abandon  our  views  of  reparation  and  fecurity  ? — 
Were  we  to  give  up  our  claims  of  fatisfaftion,  merely  becaufc  ^ 
we  had  been  beyond  example  fuccefsful  in  repelling  an  unjuft 
attack?  To  urge  this  point,  would  indeed  be  wafting  the 
time  of  the  Houfe.  The  only  queftion  that  remained  was,  at 
what  period,  and  from  what  fituation  of  affairs,  we  were  to  ob- 
tain that  reparation  and  fecurity  which  we  defired.^  How 
long  were  we  to  wait  for  thefe  objeSs  ?  Were  we  to  place 
them  upon  circumftances  which  might  never  happen,  and  thus 
purfue  them  without  any  poffibility  of  attaining  our  end,  * 
which  might  be  the  cafe  if  we  looked  to  the  eftablifliment  of 
any  particular  Government  in  France?  The  anfwer  to  thefc 
queftions,  like  the  degree  of  fecurity  and  reparation  to  be  ob- 
tained, depended  upon  eircumftances  of  comparifon.  I  de- 
clare, that  on  the  part  of  this  Government  there  was  no  inten- 
tion, if  the  country  had  not  been  attacked,  to  interfere  in  thf 
internal  affairs  of  France.  This  was  clearly  proved  by  the 
fyftem  of  neutrality,  on  our  part,  fo  ftri£lly  obferved,  But 
having  been  attacked,  I  affirm,  that  there  is  notl)ing;  cither 
in  the  addreffes  to  His  Majefty  or  the  declarations  of  his  fer-  . 
vants,  which  pledges  us  not  to  take  advantage  of  any  interfe- 
rence in  the  internal  affairs  of  France  that  may  be  necelTary.  I, 
for  my  own  part,  repeat,  that  I  have  given  no  fuch  pledge. 
I  do  not  fay  that  if,  without  any  interference,  fufficient  fecu- 
rity and  reparation  could  be  had  for  this  country,  I  would  not, 
in  that  cafe,  be  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  abflain  from  all  . 
interference,  and  allow  their  Government  to  remain  even" 
upon  its  prefent  footing.  But  I  confider  the  queflion  pf  ob- 
taining thefe,  while  the  fame  principle  that  now  prevails,  con- 
tinues to  aftuatc  their  Government,  to  be  extremely  difficult, 
I  will  not  fay  altogether  impoflible.  But  I  fhould  certainly 
think,  that  the  befl  fecurity  we  could  obtajn,  would  be  in  the 
^nd  of  that  wild  ungovcrned  fyflem,  from  which  have  rcfultecl 
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thofe  injuries  againft  which  it  is  ncceflary  to  guard.     There 
are,  however,  degrees  and  proportions  of  fecurity  which  may 
be  obtained,  and  with  which  we  ought  to  reft  fatisfied ;  but 
thefe  muft  depend  upon  the  circumftances  that  (hall  afterwards 
arife,  and  cannot  be  afcertained  by  .any  previous  definition. 
But  when  you  have  feen  yourfelves  and  al(  Europe  attacked — 
when  you  h;ive  feen  a  fyftem  eftablilhed,  violating  all  treaties, 
dlfregarding  all  obligations,  and,  under  the  name  of  the  rights 
of  Man,  uniting  the  principles  of  ufurpation  abroad,   tyranny 
and  confufion  at  home — you  will  judge  whether  you  ought  to 
fit  down  without  fame  fecurity  againft  the  confequences  of 
fuch  a  fyftem  being  again  brought  into  aSion.     And  this  fe- 
curity, it  appears  to  mc,  can  only  be  obtained  in  one  of  three 
modes — ift,  That  thefe  principles  fhall  no  longer  predonii- 
nate ;    or  2dly,    That  thofe  who  are  now  engaged  in  them 
fhall  be  taught  that  they  are  impradicable,  and  convinced  of 
their  own  want  of  power  to  carry  them  into  execution  ;  or 
3dly,  That  the  iflue  of  the  prefent  war  fhall  be  fuch,  as  by 
weakening  their  power  of  attack  fhall  ftrengthen  your  power  of 
refiftance.     Without  thefe,  you  may  indeed  have  an  armed 
truce,  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  hoftilitics;  but  no  permanent 
peace ;  no  folid  fecurity  to  guard  you  againft  the  repetition  of 
injury  and  the  renewal  of  attack.     If  on  thefe  points  we  have 
made  up  our  minds,  if  we  are  determined  to  profccute  the  war 
till  we  fhall  obtain  proper  fatisfaftion,  and  at  leaft  be  able  to 
provide  feme  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  peace,  the  pre- 
fent motion  can  only  tend  to  fetter  the  operations  of  war,  to 
delude  our  fubjefls,  to  gratify  the  faSious,  to  inflame  the 
difcontented,  to  difcouragc  our  allies,  to  ftrengthen  our  ene- 
mies.    What  could  be  the  efFe6l  of  any  negociation  for  peace 
in  the  prefent  moment  ?     It  is  not  merely  to  the  charafter  of 
Marat,  witb  whom  we  would  have  to  treat,  that  I  objed  ;  it 
is  not  to  the  horror  of  thofe  crimen  which  have  flained  their 
Legiflators,  crimes   in  every  ftage  rifing  above  another  in 
point  of  enormity  ;  but  I  objeS  to  the  confequences  of  that 
charadler,  to  the  cfftQ.  of  thofe  crimes.     They  are  fuch  as 
render  negociation  ufelefs,  and  muft  entirely  deprive  of  ftabi- 
lity  any  peace  which  could  be  concluded  in  fuch  cbrctim- 
ftances.     Where  is  our  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  a  trea- 
ty, where  we  have  neither  the  good  faith  of  a  nation,  nor  the 
refponfibility  of  a  Monarch.     The  moment  that  the  mob  of 
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Paris  becomes  under  the  influence  of  a  new  leader,  mature 
deliberations    are    reverfed,    the   moft    folemn  engagements 
3 re  xetTzAtd,    or  free  will  is  altogether  controled  by  force. 
Tn  every  one  of  the  ftages  of  their  repeated  revolutions  we 
liave  fald,  "  Now  we  have  ken  the  worft,    the  meafure 
of  iniquity  is  complete,    we  fliall  no  longerbe  Ihocked  or 
sifloni(bed  by  the  contemplation  of    added  crimes  and  in- 
oreafmg  enormities."    The  next    mail  gave    us   reafon    to 
reproach  ourfelves  with  our  credulity,  and  by  prefenting  us 
Tvith  frefli  crimes  and  enormities  ftill  more  dreadful,  excited 
impreflTions  of  new  aftonifhment  and  accumulated  horror.    All 
the  crimes  which  difgracie  hiftory  have  occurred  in  one  country, 
in  a  fpace  fo  fhort,  and  with  circumftances  fo  highly  aggravat- 
ed, as  outrun  thought  and  exceed  imagination^     Should  we 
treat  with  Marat,    before  we  had  finiOied  the  negociation  he 
might  again  have  defcended  to  the  dregs  of  the  people  front 
whom  he  fprung,  and  have  given  place  to  a  (lill  more  defperate 
villain*     A  band  of  leaders  had  fwayed  the  mob  in  conftant 
fucceflion,  allrefembling  in  guilt,  but  rifmg  above  one  another 
in  point  of  enormity,  each  ftriving  to  improve  upon  the  crime 
of  his  predeceflbr,  and  fwell  the  black  catalogue  with  new 
inodes  and  higher  gradations  of  wickednefs — ; 


^tas  Parentum  pejor  ayis  tulit 
Nos  nequiores,  mox  daturos 
Pregenieni  vitiofiorem. 


No  treaty  can  exift  on  their  good  faith  independent  of  the  termc 
of  peace.  Could  they  be  bound  by  engagements  more  folemn 
than  thofe  to  which  they  had  pledged  themfelves  in  return  for 
our  neutrality  ?  What  new  engagements  can  be  more  binding, 
or  from  what  part  of  the  charafter  of  the  leaders,  or  what  change 
in  the  principles  of  adion,  can  we  espeft  greater  good  faith, 
or  ftrifler  attention  to  engagements,  than  were  exhibited  by . 
their  predeceflbrs  ?  To  make  a  treaty  with  them  would  only  be 
to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  breaking  it  off  before  it  was 
finiflied,  or  violating  it  in  its  very  commencement.  But  if  the 
motion  can  anfwer  no  good  purpofe,  can  it  anfwer  no  bad  one  ? 
Might  it  not  ferve  to  encourage  theFrench  ?  What  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referved  as  the  laft  part  of  his  argument,  feeme4 
particularly  to  have  this  tendency,  the  conclufion  which  he 
drew  of  theneceffity  of  a  peace  from  the  fituation  of  thccoun- 
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try.  If  we  are  really  come  to  that  period  of  diftrcfs  and  cm- 
tarrafTnicnt,  that  peace  upon  fuch  terms  is  neceflary,  wc  muft 
indpcd  fubmlt  to  the  decrees  of  Providence  with  fuch  rengn2- 
tion  as  wc  would  fiibmit  to  the  facrifice  of  our  independence. 
If  the  period  of  our  ruin  is  coipe,  we  muft  prepare  to  meet  the 
fate  Tvhich  we  ca^nnot  avert ;  we  cannot  meet  it  in  any  (bape 
more  dreadful  than  that  which  is  propofed  by  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  But  our  fituation  is  not  yet  fo  defpc- 
rate.  With  refpedl  to  the  embarraiTment  of  credit,  and  the 
confequent  interruption  of  commerce,  I  may  fafely  fay,  that 
none  have  watched  it  more  carefully  than  myfelf,  none  can 
have  felt  it  more  anxioudy.  The  honourable  gentleman  fiates 
the  qieans  of  relief,  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  L^fla- 
ture,  as,  in  his  opinion,  a  proof  of  the  extent  of  the  calamity. 
For  my  part,  I  have  formed  a  vtry  different  conclufion.  The 
cfFe£l:  of  the  relief  held  out  by  the  Legiflature,  even  before  it 
was  experienced,  was  completely  to  reftore  confidence  and  vi- 
gour to  commerce — a  proof  that  the  embarrafled  ftate  of  credit 
Was  only  temporary,  and,  in  a  great  meafure,  accidental.  It 
clearly  was  not  the  effedl  of  the  war  in  which  this  country  was 
engaged,  but  was  influenced  by  the  ftate  of  the  Continent, 
whci'e  the  war  had'previoufly  fubfifted,  and  where  it  had  taken 
away  the  market  for  our  commodities.  This  embarraiTment 
then  could  only  be  afcribed  to  that  caufe  which  had  produced 
fomany  other  calamities — that  deftroying  fpirit  on  the  Conti- 
nent, which  devours  not  only  the  fruits,  but  the  feeds  of  in- 
duftry-^which  overturns  the  very  altar  of  fociety,  and  lets  ]oofe 
upon  the  world  all  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and  dcfolation  !— 
The  queftion  then  is>  whether  we  (hall  perfevere  in  thofe  ex- 
ertions, by  which  we  may  at  Icaft  remove  this  inconvenience, 
while,  in  co-Operation  with  our  allies,  we  ftriye  to  remove  iti 
caufe — a  caufe  which,  if  not  checked,  might  have  led  to  dif- 
trcfs and  ruin  ?  The  prefent  motion,  by  magnifying  the  incon- 
venience which  we  have  fuftained  into  a  calamity,  is  calculated 
to  give  a  falfc  imprellion,  and  give  to  what  at  moft  could  only 
'  be  the  objcft  of  apprehenfion  at  home,  all  the  mifchievoiis  con- 
fcqucnces  of  a  real  diftrcfs  abroad.     It  is  calculated  to  difcou- 

rage  our  allies,  and  infpire  our  enemies  with  confidence. 

Having  thus  given  my  opinion  as  a  Member  of  Parliamenl, 
tliere  are  feme  allufions  yv'hich  have  been  made  to  me,  as  a 
Member  of  the  Cabinet,  which  I  am  called  upon  to  notice,     I 
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bave  only  to  fay,  that  if  ever  that  honourable  gentleman  (hould 
tc  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet,  I  truft  that  he  will  be  better  in- 
formed of  the  proceedings  of  the  councils  of  other  nations,  than 
dt  prefent  he  feems  to  be  with  what  every  man  would  defire  to 
liave  Tome  acquaintance  with>  thofc  of  his  own.     He  ftated, 
that  he  brought  forward  his  motion  with  a  view  of  giving  fup- 
port  to  certain  opinions  which  he  underftood  to  be  entertained 
in  the  Cabinet  refpefting  the  war.     If  he  brought  forward  his 
motion  from  any  motive  of  perfonalkindnefs  to  me,  I  havs 
only  to  requeft  that  he  will  withdraw  it.     Not  having  lately 
been  much  in  the  habit  of  reading  newfpapers,  I  could  noi 
eafily  conceive  to  whom   the  honourable  gentleman  alluded- 
Indeed,  there  is  no  propofition  which  I  could  deem  fo  impolitic 
to  be  brought  forward  by  any  of  His  Majefty's  fervants  as  the 
prefent  motion.     If  there  is  any  difference  in  6pinion  between 
me  and  the  other  Members  of  the- Cabinet,  1  can  only  afllire 
him,  that  I  am  the  moft  determined  to  oppofe  the  grounds  and 
principles  upon  which  that  motion  is  founded.     The  queftion 
then  is,  whether,  in  conjundion  with  our  allies,  with  whom 
.  our  own  profperity  is  fo  ultimately  conneSed,  and  with  thofe 
profped^s  of  fuccefs  which  our  fituation  affords,  wc  Ihall  perfc- 
verc  vigoroufly  to  oppofe  thofe  deftrudive  principles  with 
-which,  even  though  baffled  at  prefent,  we  may  expe<Sl  to  con- 
tend to  the  lateft  hours  of  our  lives  r  and  on  this  ilfue  I  allow 
it  to  reft.     I  have  fpoke  at  much  greater  length  than  at  firft  I 
intended;  but  on  this  fubjeft,. whenever  it  occurs,  I  find  it 
impoflible  to  keep  thofe  bounds  which  I  had  p refer ibcd  to  my- 
felf,  prompted  as  I  am  to  enlarge  by  the  deareft  feelings  and 
principles  of  my  heart,  affedlion  and  gratitude  to  my  Sove- 
reign, and  that  duty  which  I  Owe  as  a  member  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  having  fcconded  the  motion,  he 
begged  leave,  in  a  few  words,  to  (late  his  rcafons.  He  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  difficult  to  make  peace  at  prefent,  but  was 
that  the  thing  moft  difficult  ?  What  was  now  become  of  pU 
that  furplus  of  revenue  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  formerly  ftated  as  fufficient  for  the  expcnces  of  the  vi-r, 
without  new  taxes  ?  Where  were  now  the  weekly  .^ccourrj 
of  increafing  revenue  ?  Was  he  fure  that  he  could  carry  (a 
the  war  for  one  year  more,  without  great  additional  ta\j.,  '>r 
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that  he  could  make  fuch  taxes  produdive  ?  The  nianufac-* 
turcrs,  it  was  faid,  were  not  to  be  confulted  on  war  or  peace, 
but  let  gentlemen  recoiled,  that  confulted  or  not,  the  mano* 
faflurers  mud  pay  the  bill ;  and  let  it  alfo  be  confidered,  how 
far  they  were  able  to  bear  more  than  was  already  laid  upoa 
them.  He  fupported  the  motion,  as  tending  to  prevent  all 
thofe  evils  from  French  principles,  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  fo  jnuch  dreaded,  and  which,  in  his  opiniooi 
War  only  could  produce.  And  he  mud  aik  him  again,  for  his 
own  fatisfaction,  and  that  of  his  conftituents^  whether  he 
himfelf  did  not  tremble  for  the  eSe£ts  of  the  war  on  our 
finances  and  public  credit  ?  What  the  fucceffes  of  this  war 
had  been,  he  could  not  fee^  or  that  we  were  a  bit  nearer  the 
objeft  now  profefled,  than  when  the  war  began. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  could  not  flatter  himfelf 
that  the  war  could  be  carried  on  another  year  without  firefli 
taxes*  The  revenue  for  the  laft  quarter  was  certainly  lefs  than 
for  the  correfponding  quarter  of  the  year  preceding  ;  but  the 
difference  was  not  greater  than  had  occurred  in  years  where 
there  was  no  falling  off  on  the  whole.  The  ftagnation  of  our 
trade  was  owing  only  to  temporary  caufes,  which  were  daily 
ceafing  to  operate,  and  would  be  lefs  and  lefs  eveiy  year,  in 
^proportion  to  the  progrefs  of  our  arms.  He  was  fanguine  in 
his  hopes  of  the  produce  of  the  Revenue,  becaufe,  that  in  all 
former  wars,  while  we  had  a  fuperiority  at  fea,  our  trade  had 
increafed. 

Mr.  WHARTON  faid,  that  he  thought  the  Minifter  ought 
to  be  ferioufly  alarmed  at  the  continuation  of  the  war,  if  he  con- 
fidered  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue,  or  the  declining  flate  of 
our  commerce  and  manufadlures : — he  was  convinced,  irom 
an  attentive  confideration  of  both,  that  the  country  was  un- 
equal to  fupport  a  war  ;  but,  that  if  others  were  not  of  that 
opinion,  and  that  war  was  to  be  perfevered  in,  he  thought  the 
condudl  of  it  fhould  be  committed  to  perfons  more  attentive 
to  the  flate  of  our  finance  than  the  prefent  Minifler,  whofe  in- 
attention or  incompetence  muft  appear  from  this, — that  he 
had  in  feven  years  of  peace,  from  1783,- added  thirty- fevea 
millions  to  the  national  debt.  It  appeared  from  the  Appendix 
to  the  nth  Report  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Public  Accounts, 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  in  1784,  that  about  the  latter  end  of 
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1783  (when  Mr.  Pitt  came  in)  the  unfunded  debt  was  a  little 
^bove  eighteen  million;  before  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  war  it  was  admitted  to  be  about  thirteen  millions. — In 
fevcn  years,  from  1783,  taxes  to  the  amount  of  a'bovetwo 
jiiillions  annually  had  been  laid  on  the  people,  which,  at  the 
prefent  price  of  ftocks,  would  require  fifty-two  millions  to  re- 
deem ;  from  which  fum  if  you  deduft  the  difference  between 
the  unfunded  debts,  and  the  fum  faid  to  be  paid  off  by  the 
Commifiioi^ers  for  liquidating  the  national  debt,  which  was 
ten  millions,  the  remainder  thirty-feven  millions  have  been, 
added  by  the  Minifler  to  the  fum  of  the  national  debt  during 
feven  years  of  peace  and  unexampled  profperity. — He  faiil> 
that,  in  cafes  like  the  prefent,  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  Mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe  to  furnifb  the  Houfe  with  fuch  documents, 
to  prore  the  decline  of  manufa£lure  and  diftrefs  of  manufac- 
turersi  as  they  might  be  able  to  vouch  the  authenticity  of: — 
He  fhould  read  to  the  Houfe  fome  papers  he  held  in  his  hand 
to  prove  both  : — he  then  read  fome  letters  to  Ihew  the  difbefs 
of  perfons  in  the  (ilk  manufadure,  in  the  Metropolis  and  in 
Nottingham,  where  it  was  fo  great,  that  poor  rates  were  doub- 
led, and  one  thoufand  perfons  had  been  obliged  to  emigrate, 
and  thofe  who  remained  had  not  one  fourth  of  their  ufual  work 
or  wages.  In  Manchefter  the  efFeSs  of  the  war  had  been 
felt  by  a  total  flagnation  of  credit  fo  early  as  the  beginning  of' 
April,  when  public  meetings  were  held,  and  means  devifed 
to  obviate  it,  which  had  totally  failed  of  fuccefs ;  and  fo  great 
was  the  diflrefs  then,  that  within  the  laft  two  months  13500 
men  had  cnlifted  from  that  town  and  neighbourhood ;  and 
though  fubfcriptions  had  been  liberally  entered  into  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor  members  who  were  aSually  ftarving,  and 
work  was  now  done  at  9d  per  pound,  which  had  ufed  to  be 

done  for  2s  8d  per  pound. From  thefe  and  many  other 

melancholy  faSs,  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  oppofe  the 
war ;  and  trufled  other  gentlemen  would  fufFer  the  vote  they 
•ihould  that  night  give  to  be  influenced  by  the  confideration 
of  (iich  fimilar  fads  as  mufl  have  come  to  their  know- 
ledge. 

Mr.  FOX  confeffed  himfelf  unable  to  tefift  the  opportunity 
of  troubling  the  Houfe  for  a  fhort  time,  even  at  that  hour  of 
the  night,  for  the  purpofe  of  replying  to  Ibnip  of  the  principal 
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arguments  that  had  been  urged  againfl:  his  motion.     If  any 
argument  againft  attempting  to  make  peace  was  to  be  drawn 
from  a  fuppofcd  kind  of  tacit  engagement  of  gratitude  to  th« 
Emperor  for  his  afliftance  in  faving  Holland,  there  could   be 
no  end  of  the  war.     He  fhould  ftate  to  the  people  of  England, 
and  efpecially  that  part  who  could  not  judge  for  thcmfclves, 
and  were  confequently  moft  liable  to  be  deceived,  the  truth  on 
that  fubjeft.     Was  it  meant  in  plain  words  that  we  were  not 
to  make  peace  till  all  the  objefts  which  the  Emperor  might 
propofe,  fliould  be  fulfilled  ?     If  that  was  the  fad,  he  wifliod 
in  God's  name  to  know,  if  we  could  be  informed,  what  thofe 
objefls  were  ?   Were  they  juft  ?    were  they  honourable  r   were 
they  to  the  advantage  of  this  country  ? — No!  they  were  fecrct ; 
and  we  were  to  fpend  our  treafure  and  our  blood  to  fuppoit 
that  Prince,  to  rob  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  of  his  territories. 
The  Emperor  had  made  no  renunciation  of  all  his  objetEls ; 
and  fince  this  Court  was  to  be  drawn  in  to  co-operate  with 
whatever  might  be  his  views  agairift  France,  it  was  a  mockery 
in  the  King's  Minifters  to  difclaim  intentions  which  they 
meant  to  carry  into  cfFedl  indircftly  and  circuitioufly,  if  not 
openly,    in   favour  of  the   Emperor.     With  regard   to  the 
manufafturers  of  this  country,   he  did  not  deny,  that  they 
might  be  incompetent  judges  on  the  prefent  queftion  ;  but,  if 
they  could  not  judge  on  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  war, 
they  muft  abfolutely  pay  for  its  continuance.     Then  let  us 
give  them  reafons  for  the  meafure  ;  let  us  not  delude  them. — 
But  could  that  be  done  ?  No !  for  fo  far  from  being  able  to 
tell  them  what  thofe  objefts  were,  the  Houfe  had  not  inquired 
into  them  themfclves.     An  honourable  gentleman  had  declared 
that  the  language  which  he  had  ufcd  that  day  ought  not  to  be 
held  unlefs  it  were  to  be  followed  by  the  drawing  of  the  fwoid. 
After  the  language  which  that  honourable  gentleman  had  him- 
felf  applied  to  France,  at  a  time  when  we  were  boading  of 
our  neutrality,  he  confclfed,  he  did  not  exped  fiich  a  reproach 
from  that  quarter.     That  honourable  gentleman  had  fpokea 
of  Mr.  Briffot  in  a  manner  not  very  creditable  to  himfelf.    He 
had  judged  of  him  from  the  writings  of  his  enemies  ;  which 
was  as  unfair  a  teft  of  his  charadler,  as  it  would  be  if  any  one 
were  to  judge  of  that  honourable  gentleman's  charafter  from 
what  had  been  written  againft  him  by  Mr.  Haftings's  friends. 
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As  to  the  charafler  of  the  people  now  holding  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  if  that  were  to  be  urged  as  a  reafon  for  con- 
tinuing the  war,  while  they  Ihould  continue  in  power,  was 
this  more  or  lefs  than  proclaiming  that,  fo  long  as  thofe  men 
remained  in  power/  we  ^^vould  continue  the  war  topunifli 
ourfelves,  and  not  them  for  their  crimes  and  enormities. 
This  declaration,  however,  was  much  fairer  than  the  argu- 
ment of  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. He  had  aflertcd,  that  if  we  could  obtain  reparation  and 
fecurity,  the  form  of  Government  in  France  would  be  no  ob- 
jeftion  to  our  making  peace,  and,  in  his  opinion,  he  had  fpo- 
ken  well.  But  he  had  afterwards  dwelt  on  the  difficulty  of 
expelling  fo  favourable  a  circumftance.  For  his  own  part, 
he  thought  it  much  better  to  fay  like  the  firft  honourable  gen- 
tleman, that  we  mud  always  wage  war  againfl  fuch  a  power, 
than  like  the  right  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to,  who  faid 
that  the  exiftence  of  the  power  in  France  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  peace,  if  peace  could  be  properly  attained,  but  after* 
"wards  infinuated  the  impoffibility  of  its  attainment.  If  he 
underftood  the  right  honourable  gentleman  aright,  there  were 
three  fpecies  of  fecurity  on  which  he  might  rely.  The  firft 
was  a  change  of  power  in  France.  Was  that  our  objedl  2 
If  fo,  we  were  at  war  with  France  for  the-purpofe  of  giving 
her  a  Con  ft  i  tut  ion.  The  fccond  fpecies  of  fecurity  was  to 
arife  from  the  pcrfons  in  France  ftill  entertaining  the  fame 
principles,  but  convinced  by  the  chaftifement  they  might  fufFer 
of  the  inefficacy  of  attempting  to  carry  them  into  execution  :    - 

,  but  if  our  arms  (hould  prove  victorious,  as  a  fuppofition  of 
that  fecurity  implied,  would  a  people  who  had  thus  fevcrely 
fuffered  be  thus  eafily  convinced  ?  The  third  confifted  in  a 
relinquifliment  of  a  part  of  their  dominions  ;  and  if  fuch 
were  the  objfeft,  had  we  not  already  obtained  that  fpecies  of 
fecurity  ?  If  it  were  faid  that  we  mull  poil'efs  Normandy  and 
Brittany,  let  Minifters  fay  fo  ;  and  extravagant  as  the  declara- 
tion might  appear,  it  would  be  intelligible.     It  had  been  aflied 

,  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  were  we  to  flop,  becaufc 
they  had  flopped,  when  France,  by  ftoppmg,  had  only  ceafed 
to  do  us  an  injury  ?  and  ought  we  not  to  chadife  them  for 
that  injury  ?  Yes!  We  ought  to  do  both.  V/e  had  chaf. 
tifed  them,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  flop,  becaufc  ihcy  had 
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ilopped.    We  had  gained  that  fpecies  of  indemnity  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  wiflied,  by  the  capture  of  fome  <rf 
her  Weft-India  iflands.     Did  that  right  honourable  gentleman 
defire  to  profecute  the  war  farther,  merely  that  he  might  be 
the  tool  to  ferve  the  unjuft  purpofes  of  fome  German  prince  ? 
In  the  courfc  of  his  whole  argument  he  had  talked  as  if  this 
country  was  fning  for  peace.     This  was  weak.     Was  it  filing 
for  peace,  when  the  propofition  had  firft  come  from  the  ene- 
my ?     With  our  miraculous  fucceffes  and  armies,  the  rig^t 
honourable  gentleman  confidered  a  propofition  of  that  kind  as 
having  the  appearance  of  fuing  for  peace ;  but,  under  fuch 
circnmftances,  would  it  not  appear  more  like  making  an  oSer 
to  grant  it  ?     It  would  be  manly,  and  not  mean  ;  not  bafey 
but  rnagnanimpus.     An  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Fox  remark- 
ed, (Itlr.  Windham)  had  aflerted,  that,  aflcing  for  the  dbycSt 
of  a  war,  previous  to  its  commencement,  was  a  new  princi- 
ple.    He  begged  leave  -to  give  that  pofitioii  (and  he  was  fare 
his  honourable  friend  undcrftood  him  to  be  fpeaking  lo^cailyt 
not  perlbnally)  the  flatteft  contradidion.     Whenever  war  was 
commenced,  it  had  been  ufual  to  ftate  fome  obje£t  on  which 
that  war  was  to  depend.     Was  a  diflike  to  the  do<3rine  of  the 
rights  of  men  to  be  pu(hed  fo  far,  that  the  people  were  to  be 
denied  the  right  of  knowing  why  they  were  to  fuffer  the  cx- 
pences  and  diftreiTcs  of  war  r     One  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  faid,  that  to  make  peace  with  France  would  be  to 
make  war  with  oui*  allies  ]  but  would  not  the  example  of  over* 
tures  for  peace  from  Great  Britain  be  rather  likely  to  produce 
a  general  peace  on  the  Continent  ?     The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  faid,  that  our  didreflfes  were  but  temporary ; 
he  hoped  fo  too.     He  believed  he  had  likewife  faid,  that  they 
were  only  imaginary  :  he  (Mr.  Foxj  did  not  wiih  to  give  his 
t^ord  where  it  might  not  be  taken  ;  byt  if  he  Ihould  like  to 
pledge  his  veracity  to  any  faft,  it  would  be  to  the  dire£t  con- 
trary*   That  right  honourable  gentleman  had  called  his  fpeech 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  a  defponding  one.     He, 
however,  did  not  think  it  was,  under  the  exifting  circum- 
Itanccs.     As  to  the  principles  of  the  French  Revolution^  his 
opinion  remained  exaftly  what  he  had  before  dated,  though 
he  faw  and  detcfted  their  prefent  fcandalous  perverfion.     The 
txtreme,  however,  of  their  principles  in  favour  of  demociacy 
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were  not  worfe  than  the  fpeqies  of  principles  which  be  had 
heard  urged  in  favour  of  royalty.  He  thought  that  of  all  the 
ailments,  however,  that  had  been  urged  againft  royalty^  none 
was  more  erroneous  than  that  moft  popular  one  which  reft^ 
01X  its  expence.  The  expcnce  of  royalty  itfelf  was  paltry, 
and  not  worth  the  attention  of  a  great  nation ;  but  if  the  pub- 
lic were  to  be  involved  in  the  expences  of  a  war  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  cdablifliing  royalty  in  another  nation,  it  was  enough 
to  render  them  difguiled  with  royalty,  and  would  give  the  ut- 
moft  force  to  the  revolutionary  arguments  on  that  fubjed.  If 
there  were  perfons  among  us  who  wiihed  for  the  eilabliduDent 
of  revolutionary  principles  in  this  country,  he  believed  their 
numbers  to  be  very  few ;  to  no  defcription  of  men  could  his 
propofition  be  fo  odious  as  to  men  compofmg  a  party  of  that 
kind.  It  was  a  propofition  abhorrent  to  their  interefb,  and 
would  inevitably  cruih  them.  It  was  only  by  war  that  fuch 
people  and  fuch  principles  could  thrive.  On  the  queftion  of 
an  interference  in  the  internal  concerns  of  France,  he  ihould 
freely  declare  his  opinion.  He  thought  that  fuch  an  interfe- 
rence ought  not  to  be  the  objed  of  this  country  ;  but  that  if 
it  were  neceflary  as  a  means  of  obtaining  our  obje£l,  it  ought 
not  to  be  difclaimed.  As  to  what  he  had  faid  concerning  a 
difference  in  the  Cabinet,  he  had  fpoken  from  the  information 
of  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman's  friends,  in  the  newfpapers, 
on  the  fubje£t ;  and  they  had  adopted  a  new  mode  of  ferving 
Jiim  by  circulating  fuch  falfe  reports.  On  the  Cabinet  he, 
for  his  part,  could  expe£t  to  have  no  influence  ;  but  if  what 
he  could  fay  on  the  part  of  the  public  ever  had  any  influence, 
he  hoped  it  would  at  this  moment.  He  had  now  done  his 
duty  :  he  had  attempted  to  check  the  torrent  of  that  calamity 
which  the  prefent  war  too  fatally  produced,  and  he  fliould 
perfift  in,  and  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  fubjei^  of, 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  to  explain,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  appeared  to- have  milunderftood  him  when 
he.  fpoke  of  his  having  aflerted  the  diltrefles  of  this  country  to 
be  imaginary. 

Mr.  BURKE  complained  tl.iit,  whether  owing  to  any  miC- 
conception  or  not,  he  h.ul  o.^n  mifreprefented  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleiuai..     iic  pr.rcicularly  dwelt  on  that  paflage 
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of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  in  which  he  no- 
ticed what  had  fallen  from  him,  relative  to  the  declaration  of 
war  with  the  allies,  being  implied  or  induced,  by  our  making 
peace  with  France.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant 
to  cenfure  him  for  what  he  had  faid  of  M.  BriiTot  relative  to 
the  fubjeft  of  his  opinion  of  treaties,  he  could  inform  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  that  he  had  not  been  regulated  by 
what  profeflTed  enemies  had  faid  of  that  charaSer,  but  relied 
upon  and  quoted  the  very  fentiments  of  M.  Briflbt  himfelf. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  rofe,  and  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
contending,  that  fo  far  from  operating  as  a  provocation  to  the 
allied  powers,  in  a  manner  dangerous  to  Great  Britain,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  calculated  to  have  the  bed  efFeft,  and  to  tend  to 
reftore  peace  again  to  Europe.  He  enumerated  the  diftreflcs 
of  the  manufadiurers  of  this  country,  which  he  aflerted  to 
have  been  produced  by  the  war,  and  to  have  every  appearance 
of  being  rendered  progreflive  by  its  continuance.  Having 
dwelt  upon  this  topic,  Mr.  Smith  lamented  the  favage  enormi- 
ties which  had  taken  place  in  France,  and  particularly  the 
murder  of  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.,^ut  faid  that  even 
modern  hiftory  could  afford  proofs  of  equal  indignity,  and 
equal  cruelty  offered  to  crowned  heads  by  thofe  of  the  fame 
rank — acts  which  were  no  lefs  criminal  and  deteftable  in  , 
themfelves,  though,  from  habits  of  thinking,  very  prevalent 
in  -fociety,  not  regarded  with  that  abhorrence  which  they 
would  have  excited  if  committed  by  thofe  whom  pcrfons  of 
royal  dignity  were  apt  to  look  down  upon  as  th«  vulgar  herd, 
unworthy  of  fympathy  or  attention.  A  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Burke)  might  talk  of  the  lenity  (hewn  by  the  par- 
titioning powers  to  the  natives  of  Poland  ;  but  the  facl  was, 
that  their  particular  condudl  towards  individuals  was  equally 
infamous  with  their  general  conduft  in  the  partition  of  that 
unhappy  country.  They  had  indeed  equalled  the  violent  in- 
juflice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  of 
France,  by  arbitrary  decrees,  banifhment,  and  confifcation. 

Mr.  DRAKE  oppofed  the  motion,  and  obferved,  that  to 
make  peace  with  France  would  be  to  declare  enmity  with 
every  power  in  Europe.  He  believed,  and  he  could  anfwcr 
for  his  own  feelings,  that  all  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  all 
to  a  man,  wiflied  for  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  peace.    But  for 
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us,  at  this  moment,  to  make  peace  with  France  would  be  to 
declare  a  war  againft  virtue.  He  would  not,  however,  dwell 
on  a  fubjeft  which  he  had  heard  difcufled  with  fuch  ability  by 
a  Member  who  did  honour  to  the  city  of  which  he  was  the 
loyal  reprefentative — a  city  which  of  all  cities  he  dearly  Ipved, 
as  he  alfo  dearly' loved  every  man  who  was  loyal,  every  maa 
who  belonged  to  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  objeded  to  the  motion,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  premature.  It  entered  upon.the  buGnefs  of 
treaties,  which  belonged  exclufively  to  His  Majefty,  and  which 
could  not  become  proper  objedts  of  the  fentiments,  either  of 
approbation  or  difapprobation,  of  that  Houfe,  till  they  wcrt 
finally  concluded. 

The  Houfe  then  divided,  and  there  appeared 

For  the  motion,  47;     Againft  it,  jSy. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

JVedneJdayy  iqthjune. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  **  That  a  new  writ  be  iflued  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Newtown,  in  the  county  of  Southampton^  in  the 
room  of  Sir  Richard  Worfley,  Bart.  whcHiad  accepted  of  the 
Stewardfhip  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

"  Another  new  writ  for  the  borough  of  Whitchurch,  in  the 
room  of  the  honourable  John  Thomas  Townftiend,  now  one  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Treafury. 

"  Another  for  the  borough  of  Luggerflial,  in  the  room  of 
S.  Smith,  Efq.  deceafed. 

"  Another  for  the  borough  of  Cockermouth,  in  the  room 
of  John  Anftruther,  Efq.  now  Juftice  for  Merioneth  and  Car- 
narvon, in  North  Wales. 

"  Another  for  the  borough  of  Li/kard,  in  the  room  of  Ed- 
ward James  Elliot,  Efq,  who  had  accepted  of  the  office  of  one 
of  the  Commiffioncrs  for  the  affairs  of  India,  with  a  falary. 

"  Another  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  room  of  the 
right  honourable  Henry  Dundas,  who  had  accepted  of  the  office 
of  one  of  the  Commiffioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  with  a 
falary. 

**  Another  for  Rye,  in  the  room  of  the  honourable  R.  B. 
Jenkinfon,  alfo  one  of  the  Commiffioners  for  the  affairs  of  In- 
dia, with  a  falary."    Adjourned  to 
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Friday^  21/?  June. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  «  That  the  Speaker  do  iffiie  his  writs 
for  the  elcaion  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  bo- 
roughs of  Marlborough,  Great  Bedwin,  and  Siafteflnirj. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  gave  notice,  that  early  in  the  next  (ef&oo 
he  would  bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  purpole  of  taking 
the  fenfc  of  the  Houfe  on  the  propriety  of  proceeding,  from 
day  to  day,  in  the  trial  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq. 

Lofd  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  begged  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubjeA  of  the  moft  ferious  importance.  Gen- 
tlemen would  recoiled,  that  an  a£t  had  pafled  in  the  laft  fei&oa 
of  Parliament,  enabling  His  Majefty  to  appoint  a  certain  num- 
ber of  new  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  with  fixed  falaries.     By  that 
aft,  three  Juftices  were  invefted  with  powers,  which  i^ere  cer- 
tainly of  a  ftrong  and  unprecedented  nature  ;  for  they  were  an- 
thorifed  to  apprehend  and  commit  perfons  who  had  not  been 
accufed  of  any  fpecific  crime  or  offence,  merely  on  account  of 
their  being  of  a  fufpicious  charafter  ;  and  this  meafure  had 
been  vindicated,  as  being  neceffary  for  the  prevention  of  crimes 
and  for  the  fafety  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  great  city.     That 
it  had  not,  in  faft,  produced  any  fuch  effefts,  was  too  cleady 
evidenced  by  recent  occurrences  ;  he  therefore  hoped  that  fome 
honourable  gentleman,  qualified  for  fuch  a  taik,  would  bring 
forward  a  bill  early  in  the  next  fefTion  of  Parliament,  for  mak- 
ing fuch  alterations  and  amendments  on  the  aft  alluded  to,  as 
inight  make  it  really  produftive  of  the  advantages  to  the  Public 
which  had  been  promifed  from  it ;  if  not,  be  meant  now  to 
give  notice,  that  he  would  himfelf  make  a  motion  limply  to 
repeal  that  aft. 

Mr.  VYNER  faid,  that  the  fubjeft  mentioned  by  the  noble 
Lord  was  of  fuch  high  importance,  that  he  was  furpriled  to 
find  no  kind  of  explanation  or  anfwer  given  from  the  other 
fide  of  the  Hoiife.  This  he  would  have  expefted  to  have  been 
done,  particularly  by  fome  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  did  not  conceive,  that 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  called  for  any  reply  fran 
him.  The  noble  Lord's  obfervations  were  founded  on  fafts, 
as  to  which  he  had  no  accurate  infixrmationj  and  he  had  onljr 
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learn*^  by  hearfay  that  certain  enormities  had  lately  been  com* 
xnittedy  which  certainly  were  much  to  be  regretted. 

Mr.  BURKE  faid,  there  was  no  doubt  that  thefubjed  men« 
tioned  by  the  noble  Lord  was  of  the  mod  ferious  confequence. 
The  mod  daring  outrages  and  depredations  had  lately  been  com- 
mitted in  the  city  ;  but  he  did  by  no  means  believe  that  they 
had  been  owing  to  any  remiiTnefs  in  the  Magiftrates  ^  he  rather 
thought  they  were  to  be  attributed  to  another  caufey  viz.  the 
"want  of  a  proper  way  of  difpofing  of  convi£ts  after  the  period 
of^heir  punifhment  had  elapfed.  [We  underftood  that  Mr. 
Burke  here  alluded  to  a  number  of  convids  having  been  lately 
difcharged  from  the  hulks  on  the  river.]  The  danger  was,  in 
this  vieWy  alarming  indeed  ;  and  he  was  in  hopes,  that  till 
there  was  an  opportunity  for  the  interference  of  the  Legiflature^ 
the  executive  Power  and  the  Magiftrates  would  take  upon  them- 
felves  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  they  (bould  confider  as  eflen* 
tially  requifite  for  the  public  fafety,  although,  perhaps,  not 
ftriftly  warranted  by  law,  irufting  to  an  aft  of  indemnity.     . 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  explained,  thatJie  had  not 
the  leaft  intention  of  imputing  any  blame  to  the  a£lmg  Ma- 
giftrates. 

Sir  FRANCIS  MOLINEUX,  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod, 
being  introduced  at  the  bar,  acquainted  the  Speaker  that  the  • 
King  commanded  the  Houfe  to  attend  His  Majeity  immediately 
in  the  Houfe  of  Pfeers. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  at- 
tend His  Majefty  ;  where  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  the 
Royal  alfent  to  feveral  public  and  private  bills. 

After  which.  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech  from  the  throne,  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
as  foUoweth,  viz.  . 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
THEfirmnefs^  wijdom^  and  public  fpifity  by  which  y(fur  coft" 
du^  has  been  eminently  difiinguijhed  on  iht  many  important  icca^ 
Jions  which  have  arijen  during  the  prejent  Jejfton^  demand  my  pe^ 
culiar  acknowledgements. 

Tour  firm  determination  to  Jupport  the  ejiablijhed  Con/iitution, 
and  the  zealous  and  general  concurrence  in  that  fentimentf  which 
tnyJubjeSfs  have  fojirongly  and  feafonably  manifefied^  could  not 
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f^  H  €Jf(^\  evay  ^litempi  to  dijhirb  the  internal  repofe  ef  ib^ 
Ungdmns;  and  jtQU  viiU^  I  doubt  mty  in  yourfeveral  coifittieSf 
€nc9w:ap  thi  cmtinuance  rf  the  fame  vigilant  attention  to  that  im- 
pertmu  okteS. 

Tie  rapid  attd  ^gnal/ucceffes  which ,  in  an  early  period  of  the 
c^nfaiffi^  have  attended  the  cperatiens  9/  the  combined  anmeg\ 
the  reJpeSaUt  aaed  powerful  force  which  you  have  enabled  me  to 
•  ampbj  bffuk  and  land;  and  the  nuafures  which  I  have  concerted 
taiit  other  powers  for  the  effe£lual  profecution  of  the  war,  afford 
ike  hefl.profpeB  of  a  happy  ijfue  to  the  important  contejl  in  tubicb 
tt^  are  engaged:  It  is  only  fy  perfeverance  in  vigorous  exertions^ 
and  by  endeoftouring  to  improve  the  advantages  already  acpsired^ 
Aai  we  can  hope  to  obtain  the  great  end  to  which  my  views  are 
mnifermly  direOed^  the  rejloration  of  peace  on  fuch  terms  as  may 
be  eomfifteni  with  our  permanent  fecurity^  an^  with  the  general 
tranquilliif  rf  Europe. 

Gentlem^a  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  return.  JOVL  my  particular  thanks  for  the  chearfulnefs  and  Sf* 
patch  with  which  you  have  granted' the  necejfary  fupplies ;  and  I 
am  happy  to  refied^  that  you  have  been  enabled  liberally  to  provide 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  public  fervlce  in  a  manner  fa  little  burdesh- 
feme  to  my  people. 

My  Locdsp  and  Gentlemen, 

The  arrangements  which  you  have  formed  for  the  Government 
of  the  Britifli  territories  in  Indi^,  and  for  the  regulation  of  our 
commerce  with  that  part  of  the  worlds  will^  I  doubt  not,  fecure 
and  augment  ^^^  import ani  benefits  which  we  have  already  derived 
from  ihofe  valuable  pojfejjions.  It  has  been  impofftbU  for  me  to  fee  ^ 
,  without  concern,  the  embarrajfmerit  which  has  lately  arifen  in  the 
flate  of  commercial  credit  \  but  theftcps  which  you  have  taken  to 
prevent  the  progrefs  of  that  evil  appear  already  to  have  been  produc^ 
tive  of  very  falutary  confequences  ;  and  while  they  have  afforded  a 
Jlriking  injiance  of  your  attention  to  the  inter  efis  of  my  people  y  their 
effeSt  has  furnijhed  additional  reajon  to  believe  that  the  diffrefsy 
which  has  been  felt,  proceeded  from  a  concurrence  of  temporary 
cauftSy  and  not  from  any  diminution  of  the  real  wealthy  or  any  fm^ 
lure  in  the  permanent  refources  of  the  country . 

I  have  much  fatisfaSlion  in  refle£ting  on  the  effeHual prote^isn 
i^fhich  I  have  been  enabled  to  afford  to  the  trade  of  ny  fubje&t 
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JiHce  thi  breaking  out  of  the  war  \  I  am  at  the  fame  time  perfuaded 
ihaty  tfour  commercial  interefls  had  unavoidably  been  affieBed  to  a 
more  confxderable  extent^  it  would  not  have  been  forgotten  that  wi 
are  contendngfor  our  future  fecurity^  and  for  the  permanent  pre'* 

Jervation  of  advantages  y  the  moflflriklng  and  the  moft  valuatlef 
tvhich  any  nation  has  ever,  by  the  blejfing  of  Providence^  beenper* 
mittedto  enjoy. 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  Chancellor^   by  His  Majefty'f 
command  y  faid. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
//  is  His  Majejifs  Royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  this  Parlia-- 
ment  be  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  lyh  day  of  Auguft  mxt^  to  be 
then  hereholden;  and  this  Parliament  is  accordingfy  prorogiud  t9 
Tuefday  the  \yh  day  of  Auguft  next. 


The  Papers  in  the  following  Appendix ,  were  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  Houfe^  for  theperufal  of  the  Members. 
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The  SELECT  COMMITTEE,  appointed  to  take  into  Coofidera- 
tion  the  prefent  State  of  COMMERCIAL  CREDIT,  and  to  re- 
port their  Opinion  and  Obfcrvations  thereupon  to  the  Hoafc, 

HAVE  thought  it  incumbent  on  them,  in  proceeding  to  execute 
the  orders  of  the  Houle,    to  direct  their  attention  to  three 
principal  points  : 

Firft— Whether  the  difficulties  at  prefcnt  experienced,  or  the  pro- 
bability of  their  continuance  and  increafe,  are  of  fuch  urgent 
importance  to  the  public  intereft,  as  to  require  the  iacerpolidoa 
of  the  Legiflature. 
'Secondly— On  the  fappofition  that  fuch  interpofition  (hould  be 
deemed  neceflary,  what  is  the  moll  practicable  -and  efie^ual 
plan  which  can  be  adopted  for  giving  relief. 
Thirdly  —What  means  can  befuggefted  for  preventing  the  renewal 
of  fimilar  inconveniences. 

The  conRderation  of  the  fird  and  fecond  head  appeared,  in  ibme 
meafure,  blended  together ;  and  the  third,  though  of  great  impor- 
tance, appearing  to  be  lefs  urgent  in  point  of  time,  your  Committee 
have  thought  it  proper  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  fuch  coniiderattons  as 
occurred  to  them  upon  the  two  firfl  points;  referving  the  latter  for  a 
feparate  report. 

Under  the  firft  of  thefe  heads,  the  notoriety  of  failures  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent,  the  general  embarraffnent  and  apprehenfion  which 
hasenfuedy  a  coniideration  of  the  neccifary  connexion  between  dif- 
ferent mercantile  houffs  and  their  dependance  on  each  otber^  and 
the  influenc:  vhich  the  (late  of  commercial  credit  mull  have  upon 
the  trade,  the  revenue,  and  general  interefts  of  tb^ country,  appear- 
ed fufficient,  without  minute  examination,  to  fatisfy  your  Committee* 
that  the  prefent  fituation  ilrongly  called  for  an  immediate  and  effec- 
tual remedy,  if  any  practicable  plan  could  be  fuggefted  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Committee  had  an  opportunity  of  colle^l- 
ing,  from  feveral  of  their  own  members,  information  grounded  ei- 
ther on  their  general  obfervarion  upon  the  fubjed,  or  on  their  own 
immediate  and  perfonal  knowledge. 

Your  Committee,  uuderflanding  that  fome  fuggedions  on  this 
fubjecl  had  been  laid  before  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on 
the  part  of  feveral  perfons  of  great  eminence  and  refpedability  in  the 
city  ot  London,  were  of  opinion  that  a  communication  of  thefe  fug- 
gellions  would  be  very  material  to  the  objedi^  of  their  inqyir^,  with 
a  view  of  al'certaining  the  opinion  of  perfons'of  this  aefcriptioo, 
both  with  refpe^t  to  the  neceliity  of  fome  remedy,  an^  to  the  parti- 
cular mode  in  which  it  might  be  applied. 


APPENDIX.  693 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  accordingly  laid  before  the 
Committee  a  paper  which  had  been  delivered  to  him  on  the  23d  in-^ 
ftant,  by  the  .Lord  Mayor  and  Mr.  Bolanquet ;  which  is  inferted  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report.  He  alfo  ftatcd  to  the  Committee,  the  cir- 
cum dances  which  had  led  to  this  paper  being  drawn  up :  That  he  had 
received  reprelentations  from  many  different  quarters,  which  induced 
him  to  believe,  that  the  failures  which  had  taten  place,  had  begun  by 
a  run  on  thofe  houfes  who  had  iflTucd  circulating  paper,  without  being' 
poflcffed  of  fufficient  capital ;  but  that  the  conlequenccs  had  fooa 
extended  thcmfelves  fo  far  as  to  affc6i:  many  houfes  of  great  folidity, 
and  pofTelTed  ot  funds  ultimately  much  more  than  fufficient  to  anfwcr 
all  demands  upon  them  ;  but  which  had  not  the  means  of  converting 
thofe  funds  into  money,  or  negociable  fecurities,  in  time  to  meet 
the  prcffure  of  the  moment — That  the  fudden  difcredit  ot  a  confider- 
abic  quantity  of  pnper,  which  had  been  ifTued  by  different  banks,  iti 
itfelf  produced  a  deficiency  of  the  circulating  medium,  which  in  the 
ordinary  courfc  of  things  could  not  be  immediately  replaced  ;   and 
that  this  deficiency  occalioned  material  inconvenience  in  mercantile 
tranfaftions — That  in  addition  t(J  this  immediate  effe(5t,  thefe  circum* 
fhinces  alfo  were  rcprefented  to  have  induced  bankers  and  others  to 
keep  in  their  hands  a  greater  quantity  of  money  than  they  thought 
ncccifary  in  the  ufual  train  of  buiinefs,  and  that  large  lums  were 
thus  kept  out  of  circulation,  and  great  difficulty  arofe  in  procuring 
the  ufual  advances  on  bills  of  exchange,  particularly  thofe  of  a  long 
date — That  many  perfons  were  faid  to  be  poffeifcd  of  large  flocks  of 
goods  which  they  could  not  at  prefent  difpofe  of,  and  on  the  credit 
of  which  they  could  not  raifc  money — That  this  occalioned  an  in- 
terruption of  the  ufual  orders  to  manufafturers ;  which  circumftance, 
together  with  the  interruption  of  the  means  by  which  they  were  en- 
abled to  make  their  weekly  payments,  tended  to  prevent  the  employ- 
ment of  a  number  of  perfons  engaged  in  different  manufactures— 
That  thefe  evils  were  reprefcnted  :is  likely  rapidly  to  incrcafc  in  a 
very  ferious  extent,  if  fome  extraordinary  means  were  not  adopted  to 
redore  credit  and  circulation — That  in  confequrnce  of  thefe  rcpre- 
fentations,  he  had  defired  a  meeting  of  different  gentlemen,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  beft  information  in  his  power,   rcfpcding  the  extent 
of  the  evil,  and  the  poffibility  and  propriety  of  any  meafure  to  re- 
medy it — That  after  much  difcuffion,    all  the  gentlemen  prefent 
fcemed  to  agree  in  a  very  ftrong  opi4iion  of  the  extent  of  the  evil, 
though  many  objc6tions  at  firft  occurred  to  any  plan  for  remedying 
it — That  in  the  refult,  it  was  aq:reed  to  dcfirc  the  gentlemen,  whofe 
names  were  mentioned  in  the  paper  now  delivered,  to  meet  the  next 
day  at  the  Manfion  Houfe,  to  confider  more  particularly  the  pro- 
pofal  for  the  iffue  of  Exchequer  bills,  to  a  certain  amount,  to  be 
advanced  under  proper  regulations,  for  the  accommodation  of  (uch 
.perfons  as  might  apply  for  the  fame,  and  likcwife  the  objcdtions  to 
which  fuch  a  propofal  might  be  liabfe— And  that  the  paper  which  he 
had  laid  before  the  Committee,  contained  the  opinion  oi  the  fecond 
meeting. 

The  CJiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  alfo  gave  an  account  to  the 
Committee  of  an  application  that  had  come  within  his  knowledge  for 
the  accommodation  and  fupportofa  houfe  conncded  with  a  very 
important  manufaduring  diftridt.  That  the  fum  wanted  for  the 
fiipport  and  accommodation  of  this  Houfe  was  comparatively  fmall, 
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And  the  fecurity  propofed,  a«  he  had  underftood  froni  rtry  good  M« 
thority,  was  admitted  to  be  unquedionable  ;  but  that  the  applica- 
tion hsul  hitherto  been  ineffectual. 

The  Lord  Mayor  informed  the  Committee,  that,  in  cooformity 
to  the  ihitement  mentioned  by  the  Chancellor  of  thf  Exchequer, 
eleven  gentlemen  met  at  the  Manfion  Houfe  on  the  23d,  (ele^ed 
principally  from  that  part  of  the  preceding  meeting,  who  had  ex- 
prefled  the  greateft  difficuUiei  in  finding  out  a  remedy;  and,  after  a 
long  difcufiion  upon  the  fubje<^,  they  unanimoufly  were  of  opinioa, 
that  the  interpofition  of  Parliament  was  necefTary ,-  and  that  an  liTue 
of  Exchequer  bills,  unde^  certain  regulations  and  ftipulations^  waa 
the  beft  pradkic^blc  remedy* 

Your  Committee  alfo  received  information  from  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton, Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon,  and  Mr.  Chifwell,  Members  of  this 
Committee,  with  refpedi  to  indances  which  had  fallen  under  their 
perfonal  obfervation*  to  the  following  cffcft  : 

Mr.  Thornton  reprefented^  that  he  was  at  this  time  acquainted 
with  the  (ituation  ot  five  or  fix  mercantile  houfes,  who  were  in  the 
pofieflion  of  large  quantities  of  goodh,  the  produce  of  which  would 
give  them  effedual  relief;  but  that  owing  to  the  Aagnation  of  trade, 
and  the  impoffibility  of  converting  thefe  goods  into  money,  the 
houfes  in  queflion  were  under  very  great  apprehenfioo  of  being 
ihortly  o^jliged  to  fVop  payment. 

He  informed  the  Committee,  that  he  was  lately  appointed  a 
truflee  for  liquidating  the  concerns  of  a  houfe  in  London,  with  ex- 
tenGve  conne6lions  in  the  country,  that  had  been  obliged  to  fu(^ 
pend  its  payments.  That  after  the  intervention  of  about  three 
weeks,  it  haci  been  enabled  to  pay  its  acceptances,  and  within  rxrelTe 
months  would  difcharge  all  its  debts  ;  and  that  the  partners  had  a 
reafonable  expectation  of  retaining  a  furplus  of  ioo,oool.  And  if 
they  had  had  the  opportunity  of  railing  only  a  moderate  fum  of 
money  on  the  fecurities  which  they  held,  the  calamity  that  befel 
them,  and  their  connections,  might  have  been  averted. 

Mr,  Alderman  Anderfon  informed  the  Committee,  that  it  had 
fallen  under  his  own  perfonal  knowledge,  that  feven  mercantile 
houfes,  of  known  and  undoubted  property,  and  with  a  large  quan* 
tity  of  goods  on  hand,  now  not  faleable,  are  brought  to  very  great 
diftrefs  from  the  fcarcity  of  money,  and  will  not  be  able  to  make 
good  their  payments,  it  not  aiUllcd ;  which  would  prove  of  very  fc- 
rious  confequence  to  many  other  merchants  and  manufa^urers,  to 
whom  they  ftand  indebted. 

Mr.  CKifwell  flatcd,  that  .the  prefcnt  mercantile  -diftrefs  aroie 
from  an  alarming  ftagnation  of  credit,  which  on  his  kiiowled|;e  had 
reduced  eic^ht  houfes  of  known  and  large  property  to  flop  their  pay- 
ments. That  he  alfo  knew  others  of  the  fame  defcription,  who  have 
had  temporary  allillance  from  him  and  others,  but  which  will  be  in- 
cffcdtual,  if  they  arc  not  farthcV  relieved  in  a  (hort  time.  He  alfo 
Aated,  that  various  ap«7licatioos  had  been  made  to  him  from  diffe* 
rent  houfes  of  undoubted  and  very  confiderable  capitals,  which  in 
ordinary  times,  or  even  in  times  of  prefTurt,  he  would  have  affifhed; 
and  that  he  is  now  only  withheld  by  the  uncertainty  to  what  extent 
the  mifchief  may  incrcafe  from  the  prefent  unexampled  general 
alarm  and  want  of  credit.  He  alfo  farther  ftated,  that  if  tliofe 
houfes  were  iK»t  alFilkd,  the  confequence  would  be,  thci 
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Allure  of  many  others  of  good  credit  and  fortune  dependant  on 
them. 

Your  Committee  underftandiirg  that  Mr.  Gilbert  Innei,  a  director 
of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland^  was  at  prefent  in  London,  deHred 
his  attendance,  and  received  information  from  higi  to  the  following 

That  as  a  diredot  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  he  has  had 
many  occafions  to  judge  of  the  prefent  (late  of  commercial  credit  in 
Scotland. 

That  the  country  is  in  very  great  diftrefs ;  and  the  two  chartered 
Banks  will  not  be  able  much  longer,  with  prudence  to  themfelves, 
to  furnifli  the  accommodation  and  fupport  neceifary  to  different  mer- 
cantile and  manufa^uring  houfes,  nor  to  the  country  banks ;  and  if 
fomething  is  not  immediately  done  by  Government,  a  very  general 
failure  may  be  expe£Ved ;  and  that  many  houfcs  with  undoubted 
efl^dts,  and  who  would  ultimately  pay  all  demands  againfl  thern^ 
will  be  involved,  unlefs  they  can  obtain  a  temporary  relief. 

There  have  been  feveral  failures,  and  a  very  conilderablc  one 
lately,  which  is  conne£^ed  with  manufa^urers  who  may  ultimately 
be  involved,  and  where  feven  or  eight  hundred  perfons  are  noir 
employed. 

The  effect  of  thefe  failures,  in  his  opinion,  muft  occafion  many. 
manufacturers  to  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  he  has  heard 
fomewere  already  difmiiTed;  and  fuch  is  the  preflure  of  the  tim«$» 
that  the  diftrefs,  if  not  ruin,  of  feveral  principal  manufafturiog 
houfes  may  enfue.  Many  manufadturers  would  have  been  difmifledv 
but  for  the  liberal  fupport  their  employers  have  received  from  the 
Royal  Bank ;  but  that  ailidance  cannot,  without  imprudence,  be  con* 
tinned  without  extraordinary  aid. 

This  profpeCt  of  diftrefs  to  the  manufa^urers,  in  his  opinion,  arifes^ 
not  fo  much  from  a  failure  of  the  ufual  markers  for  the  goods,  aa. 
from  the  difficulty  in  difcounting  in  London  and  in  Scotland,  the< 
long  dated  bills  received  for  the  goods. 

Great  quantities  of  manufa6Vurcd  goods  belonging  to  mnnufa<?^w- 
rers  in  Scotland  are  now  in  London,  for  which,  when  fold,  bills  are 
granted  for  a  fmall  part  at  three  months,  and  the  remainder  from  lis 
to  fourteen  months,  the  greateft  part  of  which  goods  have  been  for- 
merly fold  for  long-dated  bills,  but  are  not  fonow  from  the  difFicuky 
of  obtain!  ngjdifcounts ;  and  he  has  heard  manufadurers  fay  they  were 
willing  to  fell  their  goods  with  a  confiderablc  lois  to  obtain  Tclicf\ 
by  fales,  for  ready  money. 

Manufacturers  frequently  borrow  money  for  the  purpofes  of  their 
trade  on  perfonal  bonds,  great  part  of  that  money  has  been  called 
for  at  Whitfunday  next  ( 1 5th  May ;)  and  from  the  ilate  of  credit  in 
Scotland,  he  has  reafon  to  think  the  manufacturers  will  not  be  abte 
to  anfwer  thefe  demands  by  borrowing  on  the  former  fecurities« 

The  manufacturers  keep  as  little  flock  in  their  warehoufes  as  the^ 
.can,  and  as  fafhion  varies  he  (hould  think  the  mercantile  interell 
would  be  more  benefited  by  depollting  the  raw  materials  on  pledge, 
than  the  manufacturer,  who  however  might  indireCtly  be  benefited 
by  the  advance. 

He  certainly  thinks  that  the  paper  ifTued  on  Government  fccurityt 
and  advanced  upon  the  depofit  of  goods,  or  other  unqucftionable 
prirate  fccurity,  would,  when  propei  ly  undeiitood,  be  a  material 
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relief  In  tbe  prefect  diftrefs  of  ScotlaDd ;  and  he  has  na  doubt  {e^eral 
pcrfons  might  be  found  to  concur  in  giving  a  joint  fecurity  for  the 
fupport  of  copartnerfliips,  with  perfect  fafety  to  the  public. 

Hebelievcs  the  quantity  of  paper  circulated  by  the  country  banks 
has  of  late  been  crxiiderably  ^iminiflied,  and  their  difcountsoii  bills 
of  Exchange  greatly  fo,  fince  thefe  troubles  began.  With  re^^rd . 
to  the  Royal  Qank,  the  circulation  is  nearly  the  fame,  and  the  aA 
finance  given  to  the  country  greatly  iuperior  to  what  it  has  given  at 
any  former  period. 

In  addition  to  thefe  (btcments,  your  Committee,  when  they 
-were  on  the  point  of  concluding  their  report,  had  the  opportunity 
of  receiving  hirther  information  from  Mr.  Macdowal,  a  Member  of 
this  Houfe,  who  dated.  That  he  is  reprefentative  in  Parliament  for 
the  city  ot  Glafgou,  from  whence  he  had  this  morning  returned, 
and  that  he  had  there  found  all  the  commercial  houfes  and  mano*- 
fadtories  in  the  grcateft  diftrefs,  from  the  late  ftagnation  of  commer- 
cial credit,  and  total  want  of  private  confidence. 

The  prefent  dirtrefs  does  not  appear  to  him  to  arife  from  a  want  of 
property  or  funds,  but  from  the  (lop  which  has  been  lately  put  to 
difcounting  bills  at  any  of  the  Glaigow,  Paifley,  or  Greenock 
Banks,  who  have  not  for  fome  time  paft  difcounted  to  any  extent, 
frpm  their  notc^  being  poured  in  upon  them  for  gold,  and  fix>in 
the  alarm  which  the  prefent  fitu^tion  of  credit  in  London  has  occa- 
fioned. 

The  manufacturers  have  plenty  of  goods  on  hand  in  London  and  in 
Glafgow,'  which  they  cannot  fell  but  at  fo  reduced  a  price,  as  ren- 
ders it  perfectly  abfurd  for  them  to  think  of  difpofing  of  their  goods, 
in  order  to  obtain  immediate  relief.  The  manufadurers,  and  tboie 
who  have  cotton  mills,  have  began  to  difcharge  the  workmen  em- 
ployed by  them  during  the  laft  fortnight;  and  by  a  letter  received 
from  the  Lord  Provoft  of  Glafgow  by  him  this  tnorning,  he  leams 
that  the'manufadurer^  have  difcharged  a  very  great  number  of  work- 
men. There  are  employed  in  Glafgow,  Paifley,  and  their  depen- 
dencies in  different  parts  of  Scotland,  about  160,000  men,  women, 
and  children.  Any  relief  to  be  adminidered,  mufl  be  given  immedi- 
ately to  render  it  effedlual. 

The  rcfult  of  the  information  thus  obtained,  confirms  your  Com- 
mittee in  the  general  imprelTion  which  they  have  already  fiated, 
and  feems  to  preclude  the  neceffity  of  requinng'farther  evidence  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  the  neceffity  of  a  remedy  ;  and  the 
urgency  of  the  occafion  appears  to  render  it  highly  deiirable  to  avoid 
all  unneceflary  delay/ 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  think  it  proper  to  ftate  what  has  oc- 
curred to  them  under  the  fecond  head  of  inquiry,  without  detaining 
the  Houfe  by  obfervations  of  any  confiderable  length  on  circum- 
fhinces  which  appear  of  themfelves  fufhciently  clear  and  forcible  : 
they  think  it,  howeverf  material  to  remark,  that  if  the  prefent  dif- 
trew  were  confined  in  its  efFedts  to  individuals,  liowever  they  might 
regret  the  extent  of  private  calanaity,  they  fliould  not  conhder  the 
cafe  as  jullifying  an  extraordinary  public  interpofition ;  much  lefs 
fhould  they  recommend  fuch  a  meafure,  if  the  prefiiire  had  been 
felt  only  by  houfes  of  doubtful  credit,  or  who  had  fufiered  trom  the 
confcqiiences  of  raihand  unwarrantable  fpeculations ;  butitappeara 
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to  your  Committee^  that  the  embarraffinents  arifing  from  the  want 
.  of  credit,  have  already  affe6led  houfes  of  undoubted  folidity,  and 
fufiicient  ultimate  refources,  and  that  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend, that  thefe  embarrailments  may  extend  in  a  degree  which 
no  individual  exertions  can  counteradt,  with  fufficient  expedition 
and  certainty,  to  prevent  confequcnces  of  the  moft  ferioua  national 
importance. 

In  proceeding  to  examine  the  fecond  head  of  inquiry,  it  was  on 
every  account  a  great  fatisfadion  to  your  Committee  to  have  the 
advantage  of  the  fuggeftions  contained  in  the  plan  which  had  been 
delivered  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  which  has  been 
already  referred  to. 

On  the  bcfl:  conHderation  which  your  Committee  could  give  to 
the  fubjedt,  the  principal  objedls  to  be  attended  to  in  any  meafure, 
for  afibrding  relief,  appeared  to  be,  to  enable  thofe  who  have  fecu* 
rities  ultimately  good,  but  which  would  not  be  avatlable  till  too 
difbnt  a  period,  to  receive  fuch  advances  as  might  enable  them  to 
ftyport  the  preiTure  to  which  they  might  be  expofed  in  the  intei-val. 
To  furniih  fom'e  medium  of  circulation,  which  might  either  di- 
rcdUy  or  indiredtly  replace  the  quantity  of  currency  fuddenly  with- 
drawn ;  and,  by  tne  effedt  of  thefe  meatures,  to  afford  fuch  amdance 
to  individuals  as  might  revive  confidence  and  credit. 

Such  a  meafure,  under  proper  regulations,  appears  to  be  capable 
of  producing,  very  rapidly,  an  effeS  far  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
fum  directly  advanced,  by  fetting  at  liberty,  and  reftoring  to  circu- 
lation^  fums  to  a  much  larger  amount,  which  are  rendered  in  a  man- 
ner ufelefs  by  the  prefent  ftagnation :  it  appeared  to  your  Commit* 
tee^  that  this  object  could  not  be  effectually  attained  but  by  advances 
iffued  under  the  authority,  and  reding  upon  the  fecurity,  of  die 
public. 

In  adopting  fuch  a  meafure,  it  is  obvloufly  neceiTary  to  keep  in 
view,  that  the  af£(bnce  to  be  given  muii:  be  confidered  as  merely 
temporary,  and  arifing  out  of  the  ver^  peculiar  circumilances.of  the 
cafe,  and  alfo  to  eftablifh  fuch  regulations  as  may  prevent,  as  far  at 
poflible,  the  accommodation  intended  to  be  afforded  from  being  ap- 
plied to  any  perfons  but  thofe  who,  on  the  one  hand,  (land  in  need  of 
it  from  a  real  preffure  ariling  out  of  the  prefent  circumdances ;  and 
on  the  other,  can  give  fufficient  fecurity  for  the  re-payment  of  it. 
The  latter  circumftance  is  entitled  to  peculiar  attention,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  confining  this  accommodation  to  the  defcription  of  perfons  to  ^ 
whom  alone  it  can  be  ^  permanently  ufeful,  or  can  be  afforded  with 
iafety  to  the  public. 

Another  confideration  of  equal  importance  is,  that  it  fliould  be  fo 
regulated  as  to  furniih  the  opportunity  to  individuals  to  render  their 
own  exertions  ultimately  effectual,  without  at  the  fame  time  giving 
fuch  a  degree.of  facility  to^theirtranfadiions,  as  might  lead  to  a  re- 
laxation or  fufpeniion  of  thofe  exertions. 

The  next  material  objedl  which  fuggefts  itfelf,  is  to  provide,  as 
far  as  tht  nature  of  the  cafe  will  permit,  that  the  diflribution  of  thia 
affifbnce  (hould  be  condudted  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  bed  iiecure 
the  fafe  and  impartial  application  of  it. 

On  a  confideration  of  tht  plan  above  referred  to,  it  appears  to  your 
Committee,  that  it  contsuns  the  outline  of  proviiions  adapted  to  all 
thefe  objefts ;  they  have  therelforc  made  ic  the  bails  of  the  propofal 
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Wbich  they  think  it  their  duty  to  fuggeft  to  the  Houfe,  and  fxtt^ 
added  fuch  obfervations  as  appear  to  them  to  be  neceflary,  upon  any 
of  the  particular  points,  in  the  order  in  which  they  occur  in  tb« 
plan. 

With  refpcrt  to  the  amount  of  the  Aim  to  be  iflued,  the  Commit^ 
tee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  advifeable  to  extend  it  to  ^,ooo,ooc>l. 
inflead  of  3,000,000!.  as  originally  fuggeftcd.  They  arc  induced 
to  do  fo  hot  only  from  wifliing  to  leave  a  Confiderable  latitude,  in 
order  the  better  to  infure  that  the  relief  propofed  dull  be  cfTe&ualy 
but  alfo  from  having  thought  it  right  that  the  advances  ihould  be 
made  on  the  depoiit  of  goods  in  certain  principal  out-ports,  as  well 
as  in  London,  and  from  having  had  under  their  coniideratioB  the 
information  received  with  refpe^  to  Scotland. 

The  intered  to  be  allowed  on  the  Exchequer  bills  propofed  to  be 
ilTaed,  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  to  be  fixed  at  two- 
pence halfpenny  per  cent,  per  day,  (being  at  the  rate  of  about  3L  160. 
percent,  per  annum)  inftcad  of  twopence  per  cent,  per  day,  which 
would  be  only  about  ^l.  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  and  they  have  been 
informed,  that  the  gentlemen  who  originally  fuggefted  the  plan, 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  this  alteration.  The  Committee  approre 
of  the  principle  on  which  a  difference  has  been  propofed  ro  be  made 
between  the  rate  of  intereft  to  be  allowed  on  the  Exchequer  bills, 
and  that  of  $1.  per  cent.,  which,  according  to  a  fubfequent  part  of 
the  plan,  is  propofed  to  be  paid  to  the  Public  by  the  parties  to  whom 
the  advances  fhall  be  made ;  they  conceive  this  to  be  expedient,  not 
fo  much  becaufe  the  difference  will  furnifh  a  fund  for  defraying  the 
expence  of  the  eommifRon,  as  becaufe  it  has  a  tendency  to  prerenC 
any  perfons  from  taking  advantage  of  this  accommodation,  wko  are 
not  of  the  defer! ption  intended  to  be  ailifled.  The  difference,  how- 
ever, between  3I.  i6s.  and  ^1.  per  cent.,  together  with  the  chance 
of  fome  difcount  on  thefe  Exchequer  bills,  even  at  the  increa£ed 
rate  of  interefl,  feems  fufhciently  to  fecure  the  obje^  lafl  flated, 
without  rendering  the  terms  of  the  propofed  afliftance  more  diiadvan- 
tageous  than  is  delirable. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Exchequer  bills  (hould 
be  made  out  in  fums  of  tool,  and  of  50I.,  and  poffibly  fomeprop«r« 
tion  of  them  in  fums  of  20I. 

The  periods  frxed  for  the  difcharge  of  the  Exchequer  bills,  in 
equal  proportions,  appear  to  be  hip;hly  expedient,  with  a  view  to 
the  obje<!^  before  deicribed  of  affording  means  *^  to  individuals  to 
render  their  own  exertions  ultimately  effectual,  without,  at  the  fame 
time,  giving  fuch  a  degree  of  facility  to  their  tranfiiclions,  as  might 
lead  to  a  relaxation  or  fnfpeniion  of  thofe  exertions  J' 

It  may  delerve  confideration,  whether  fome  provifion  fhould  not 
be  made  to  enable  perfons  to  repay  the  fums  advanced  to  them  at  an 
earlier  period  than  they  originally  flipulated. 

With  refpe^l  to  the  appointment  of  Commidioners,  the  manner  of 
iele^ng  proper jperfons  for  that  purpofe  mufl  remain  for  the  confi- 
deration of  Parliament,  if  the  meafure  in  contemplation  fhould  be 
adopted;  but  the  Committee  arc  inclined  to  think,  that  the  number 
to  be  appointed  fhould  not  exceed  twenty  ;  and  they  havereafbnta 
believe  that  rcfpedtable  perfons  will  be  found,,  who  will  give  the 
Public  the  benefit  of  their  fervices,  without  receiving  any  emolu- 
ment. 
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An  augmentation  has  been  already  fuggeftcd  of  the  total  amount 
of  Exchequer  bills  to  be  iffued,  but  an  iflue  of  one-fourth  part  of 
this  augmented  fum,  in  the  firft  inflance,  inftead  of  one-halfof  the 
fum  originally  propofed,  may,  it  is  conceived,  be  fufficient,  aa  there 
will  be  the  means  of  making  farther  iffucs  in  cafe  of  neceffity. 

The  fecurity  on  the  depolit  of  goods,  which  in  the  plan  is  confined 
CO  goods  adually  in  London,  may,  imthe  opinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee, be  fafely  and  properly  extended  to  a  few  other  principal  ports : 
Briftol,  Hull,  and  Liverpool  may  be  fufficient  in  England  ;  and 
Leith  and  Glafgow  in  Scotland.  Subjeft  to  thjs  alteration,  the 
Committee  agree  in  the  propriety  of  confining  the  advances  to  the 
fpecies  of  fecurity,  a^d  in  the  proportion  ftated  in  the  plan,  for  the 
purpofe  already  mentioned,  of  confining  the  aid  to  thofe  inilances 
where  it  may  be  fafely  and  ufefully  given. 

With  rcfpe£t  to  the  apportionment  of  the  fums  to  be  advanced  it 
would  have  been  very  faiisfadtory  to  the  Committee,  if  it  had  ap- 
peared  poffible  to  fubjc6t  it  beforehand  to  fixed  rules  ;  but,  upon  the 
fulleft  confidcration,  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion^  that,  from  the 
nature  of  the  fubje6t,  it  is  impoflible  to  frame  any  rules  which  will 
be  found  applicable  to  the  vanous  cafes  which  muft  occur,  without 
fuch  a  knowledge  of  thofe  cafes,  and  of  the  nature,  circumftancea 
and  amount  of  the  different  demands,  as  can  only  be  obtained  from 
the  applications  to  be  brought  under  the  confidcration  of  the  Com- 
miilioners. 

^  The  nature  of  the  fecurities  being  already  fixed,  and  the  propor- 
tion of  the  advances  limited,  the  regulation  of  farther  details  mud  it 
is  conceived,  be  left  to  the  judgement  of  the  Commiffioners  ;  but  it 
appears  at  the  fame  time  highly  expedient,  that  they  fhould  be«  re- 
quired, as  propofed,  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  laying  down 
general  rules  for  their  own  guidance,  which  (liould  never  be  deviated 
from  in  particular  cafes,  but  be  fubje^  to  reviiion,  on  general  grounds 
as  occafion  may  require. 

The  power  propofed  to  be  given  to  the  Board,  to  adminiftcr  oaths 
ought  to  apply  to  any  perfon  who  may  be  willing  to  be  examined* 
as  to  any  points  depending  before  them  ;  and  a  proper  oath  of  office 
ought  alio  to  be  taken  by  the  Commiifioners,  and  fuch  of  their  offi- 
cers as  they  may  think  fir,  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of 
their  duty. 

Your  Committee  having  thus  ilated  the  different  obfervations 
which  occur  to  them  on  the  particular  parts  of  the  plan,  they  have 
only  to  recapitulate  the  refult,  which  they  think  it  their  duty  to 
fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

Firfl,  That  power  be  given  to  ilTue  Exchequer  bills  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  5,000,0001.,  in  fums  of  lool.,  ^oh,  and  20I.,  to 
bear  an  interefl  of  twopence  halfpenny  per  cent,  per  day,  and  to  be 
payable,  one-fourth  part  on  the  3ifl  day  of  Augufl  next,  one-fourth 
part  on  the  30th  of  November  next,  one-fourth  part  on  the  28th  of 
February,   1794,  and  one-fourth  part  on  the  31ft  of  May,  1794. 

Secondly,  That  Commiffioners  fhould  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  advancing  thefe  Exchequer  bills,  under  certain  regulations, 
tor  the  accommodation  of  fuch  perfons  as  may  apply  for  the  fame,  to 
a£i  without  fee  or  reward,  to  take  an  oath  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  trufl,  to  have  power  to  appoint  the  neceflary  ofikecs,  to  tdroi- 
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xA&tT  oaths,  and  to  apply  fuch  fums  as  may  be  reouifitc  for  defray^ 
ing  the  ezpences  of  executing  the  commiiliou,  lor  which  purpole 
the  Commiifioners  of  the  Treafury  (hould  advance  fach  fums  as  may 
beneceilary. 

Thirdly,  That  immediately  after  the  paffing  of  the  a6b,  one-foardi 
part  of  the  Exchequer  bills  fliall  be  iifued  on  the  requilition  of  the 
Commiflioners  to  the  perfons  to  whom  they  Ihall  think  proper  to  ad« 
vance  the  fame  in  the  manner  after  directed. 

Fourthly,  That  the  Cpmmiffioners  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  adraoce 
fuch  Exchequer  bills  to  the  perfons  applyingfor  the  fame,  in  equal 
propoit ions  of  bills,  payable  at  the  different  periods  before  mentioned, 
on  the  fecurity  of  goods  to  be  depofited  in  the  fcuftody  of  officers,  to 
be  named  by  the  Commiffioners,  in  London,  Briftol,  Hull,  Liver- 
pool, Leith,  or  Glafgow,  or  on  fuch  perfonal  fecurities  of  a  given 
number  of  perfons,  as  fliall  be  fatisfadlory  to  the  Commiflioners,  fuch 
fecurities  to  be  given  in  a  form  to  be  prefcribcd  for  that  purpofe,  and 
to  be  made  binding  on  the  perfons  giving  the  fame,  to  the  amount 
for  which  each  perfon  fliall  refpedtively  make  himlclf  fecurity, 

Thefe  advances  in  no  cafe  to  be  more  than  50!.  per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  the  fecurities,  and  to  be  lefs  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Com- 
miflioners, and  to  be  made  on  condition  that  the  fums  fo  advanced 
lliall  be  repaid  with  intercft,  at  the  rate  of  5I.  per  cent,  per  annum, 
fifteen  days  before  the  date  when  the  refpedive  Exchequer  bills  (hall 
fall  due,  or  earlier,  at  the  option  of  the  parties. 

Fifthly,  That,  immediately  after  the  paffing  of  the  aft,  the  Com- 
miflioners (hall  receive  and  open  all  fuch  applications  as  fliall  be  then 
made  to  them,  fpecifying  the  amount  of  the  advance  delired,  and 
the  particulars  of  the  fecurity  ;  that  they  fliall  proceed  to  dafs  the 
faid  applications,  according  to  the  amount  refpcftively  applied  for, 
the  fecurity  offered,  and  the  circumflances,  fltuation,  and  connec- 
tions of  the  parties,  and  fliall  then  frame  general  regulations  for  ap- 
portioning the  fums  to  be  advanced,  with  a  view  to  the  points  before 
Ipecified,  as  well  as  to  the  total  amount  of  the  fum  applied  for,  and 
fuch  other  confiderations  as  they  fhall  think  material,  by  which  re- 
gulations they  fliall  be  guided  in  their  dccifion  on  particular  cafes, 
but  whi6h  they  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  revife  on  general  grounds,  as 
occaflon  may  require  ;  that  they  fhall  pr(^eed  to  apportion  and  ad- 
vance fuch  part,  as  they  fliall  think  neceffary,  of  the  Exchequer 
bills  then  at  their  difpofal,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  7,250,0001., 
as  before  fpecified ;  and  if  the  applications  flrfl  made  fhall  be  for 
lefs  than  that  amount,  fliall,  in  like  manner,  be  at  liberty,  horn  time 
to  time,  to  make  further  advances  on  frefli  applications. 

Sixthly,  That  if,  upon  confideration  of  the  total  amount  of  the 
fums  applied  for,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  applications,  it  fliall  at  any 
time  appear  to  the  Commiflioners  that  further  advances  beyond  the 
fum  of  1,250,0001.  may  be  advifeable,  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
Treafury  fhall  be  enabled,  on  their  rcouifition,  to  authorifc  the  ad- 
vance of  any  proportion  of  the  remainmg  Excheouer  bills,  to  fuck 
an  amount,  and  at  fuch  times,  as  fhall  be  found  expedient ;  and 
that  the  Commiflioners  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  by  public  notice, 
fix  the  periods  for  receiving  applications,  for  framing  general  regu* 
lations,  and  for  apportioning  the  advances  to  be  made. 

Seventhly,  That,  on  failure  of  repayment  at  the  limited  times  of 
the  fums  advanced,  the  CommiiSoners  fliall  be  authorifixico  fell  by 
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public  au6^ion  fo  much  as  may  be  aeceflary  of  the  goods  oft  the  dc- 
)>oBts  of  which  fuch  fums  Aiall  have  been  advanced,  or  to  procee^ 
againft  the  perfona  who  have  given  fccurity  for  the  fame. 

Eighthly,  That  ill  the  monies  which  fliall  be  repaid  from  time  to 
time  by  the  parties  to  whom  advances  fliaJl  have  been  made,  or 
which  iliall,  in  cafe  of  default,  be  recovered  by  the  Comraiflioncrs^ 
fhall  be  placed  in  the  Bank,  where  a  didinft  account  (1)^11  be  kept  of 
the  fame  ;  that  inefe  monies  fliall  be'applicable  to  pay  the  principaf 
and  iiTv'reft  of  the  Exchequer  bills  at  the  times  limited  for  paying 
the  fame  refpeftively,  and  the  furplus,  if  any,  after  the  31ft  of 
May,  1794,  (hall  be  applicable,  in  the  firft  inflance,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  c^  replacing  the  fums  illlicd  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
^ommiiFion,  and  the  remainder  as  Parliament  (liall  dire^. 


APPENDIX. 

IN  confequence  of  a  meeting  of  gentlemen  convened  on  Monday 
the  2 2d  of  Ap'il,  at  Mr.  Piit's  houfe,  where  an  opinion  generally 
prevailed,  ^h at  :t  would  be  of  confiderable  benefit  to  the  commercial 
jntercft  of  this  country,  if  any  means  could  be  dcvifed  to  revitc  pub- 
lic credit,  and  rcftore  confidence  : 

The  Lord  M:-  or,  at  the  defirc  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, aflcmbled  the  toUowing  gentlemen  the  next  day  at  the  Man- 
lion  Houfe,  (who  were  of  opinion,  that  the  following  were  the  out- 
lines of  a  plan  which  would  be  of  elfential  fcrvice,  if  carried  into 
execution)  ;  viz. 

Lord^layor,  Mr.  Thornton, 

Alderman  Andcrfon,  Mr.  Harman, 

Mr.  Bofanquet,  Mr.  Winthrop, 

Mr.  f  orller,  Mr.  Boddingion, 

Mr.  Baring,  Mr.  Hunter. 

Mr.  Chifwell, 
That  Parliament  fhould  order  an  ilTuc  of  Exchequer  bills,  bear- 
tng  an  intereft  of  2d.  per  cent,  per  day,  to  the  amount  of  3,000,0001.^ 
to  be  made  out  in  jums  of  lool.  and  50I.  ;  one  fourth  to  be  dif- 
charged  on  31ft  Auguft ;  one  fourth  on  30ih  November ;  one 
fourth  on  28th  February,  1794  ;  one  fourth  on  31(1  May : 

That  a  Committee  of  proper  perfons  be  appointed  in  the  bill  to 
be  brought  into  Parliament,  as  a  Board  for  the  management  of  this 
concern,  and  to  lend  out  thefe  Exchequer  bills  for  the  relief  of  the 
commercial  part  of  the  kingdom  : 

That  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  do  ifluc  one  half  of  the  above 
Exchequer  bills  to  the  afore -mentioned  Board,  whq  fhall  lcn4  the 
fame  as  money,  in  equal  proportions  of  each  fort  of  the  bills,  to 
fuch  perfons  as  fliall  apply  for  the  fame,  on  the  following  fccurities, 
and  under  the  following  conditions  ;  viz. 

As  to  the  fecurities  : 

On  goods  to  be  depoiited  in  th0  hands  of  the  officers  appointed  by 
the  Board,  and  which  goods  muft  be  acEtually  in  London. 

On  fecurities  arifing  from  the  joint  concurrence  of  a  number  of 
perfons  of  property  uniting  and  fubfcribing  for  the  fupport  of  any 
particular  houfe  or  town. 
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As  to  the  conditions : 
That  in  no  cafe  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  on  their  edimated  Taluc 
te  advanced  on  any  of  the  above  fecuritics,  but  Icfs  mav  be  ar  tbe 
difcretion  of  the  Board  ;  and  on  the  conditions  that  all  perfbns  ^^ 
plying  for  aiBAancc  fliall  be  bound,  betides  depofitiiig  the  fecurities, 
to  repay  to  the  Board  the  mon^y  advanced,  together  with  inrerell 
for  the  fame,  after  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  fifteen  days  before  the 
date  of  the  refpe6tive  Exchequer  bills  they  may  receive  ihail  fall 
due.        ^  •     ^ 

That  It  iliall  be  in  the  difcretion  of  the  Board  to  determine  to 
how  large  an  amount  each  party  may  be  accommodated,  and  in  de- 
termining the  amount  of  advances,  the  Board  to  be  dire^ed  by  an 
attention  to  the  extent  of  all  the  demands,  and  the  nature  ot  the 
trade  in  which  each  parr\'  is  engaged. 

Thar,  to  enable  the  Board  to  form  fome  general  (landing  regula* 
tions  for  the  guidance  of  their  minds  in  making  this  appoinrmeot^ 
at  the  very  tirll  outfet,  it  may  be  advifcable  for  the  CbancellcNr  of 
the  Exchequer,  as  foon  as  the  bill  fliall  be  brought  into  Parliameot, 
and  ihall  have  received  the  firll  reading,  to  nominate  a  proper  per« 
fon  toTeceive  all  letters  that  fhnll  be  fent,  fealed  up,  uxperfcnbed 
as  containing  the  propofals  of  fuch  parties  as  may  wifli  for  relief, 
and  flating  the  fpecific  fecurities  propofed  to  be  pledged.  All  thele 
letters  to  be  kept  by  him  facrcdly  unopened  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  bill 
fliall  have  received  the  Royal  afrent,  the  Board  to  meet,  and  open 
thcfe  letters,  and  apportion  amongft  the  claimants  four-fifth  parts 
of  the  fum  which  fliall  have  been  iflued  to  the  Board,  and  referriDg 
the  other  one-fifth  part  to  anfwcr  fuch  occafional  calls  as  may  be 
made  afterwards. 

In  cafe,  on  opening  thefe  letters,  the  fum  thought  proper  to  be 
advanced  (hould  be  found  to  amount  to  a  greater  fum  than  the 
Board  is  enabled  to  ^pplyv  it  would  be  advifeable  to  give  power  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  confultation  with  the  Board, 
to  9aufe  the  whole  or  any  part  of  tbe  remainder  of  the  bills,  in  his 
difcretion,  to  be  ifTued  to  the  Board. 

.  It  will  be  ncccfl^ry  for  the  Board  to  employ  an  able  folicitor  to 
give  advice,  alfo  fome  eminent  brokers  to  loo'^  at  the  goods,  and 
clerks  to  enter  all  their  tranfa£lions,  which  will  certainly  be  multi- 
farious ;  and  it  mull  alfo  open  a  cafh  account  at  the  Bank,  into 
which  all  monies  received  muft  be  paid,  and  which  muft  lie  there 
till  ilTued  to  the  Exchequer  in  difcharging  the  bills  as  they  become 
due. 

The  difference  between  the  rate  of  intereft  to  be  paid,  and  what 
is  granted  on  the  Exchequer  bills,  will  amply  pay  all  thcfe  char|^ 
and  any  other  attendant  ones,  and  the  furplus  to  be  at  the  difpofltion 
of  I  Parliament. 

The  Board  mud  beauthorlfed  to  adminiller  oaths  to  all  perfons 
applying  for  airifianoe. 

And  the  Exchequer  bills  fhould  be  framed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
leave  in  blank  the  day  on  which  the  intereil  of  each  refpeclivcly  is  to 
commence,  that  the  fame  may  be  filled  up  by  direction  of  the  Boatd 
at  the  time  of  ifTuiug  them  to  the  Public. 

If  the  goods  are  not  redeemed  at  the  time  agreed  on,  power  to  be 
given  to  the  Commidioncrs  to  advcrtife  the  goods  to  be  fold  at  public 
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ftufHon^  and  to  proceed  by  regular  courfc  of  law  for  recovery  againil 
parties  aflbciating  under  the  fecond  head  of  fecurities. 

A  claufe  in  the  bill  to  be  infcrted  to  facilitate  and  expedite  tho 
transfer  of  properly,  cuttinc;  fliorc  rhe  matter  of  form,  and  Com* 
roilTioners  to  execute  their  charge  without  any  fee  or  reward;  but 
fome  money  muft  be  iiTued  from  the  Exchcouer  to  pay  expences  in 
the  firft  inllance,  and  Commiffigners  ihould  be  invefled  with  full 
difcretionary  power. 


Treaty  between  his   Britannic  Majefty  and  the  King  of 
Sardinia.     Signed  at  London  the  25th  of  April,  '793* 

THEIR  Majefties,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Kin^  of 
Sardinia,  finding  themfelves  engaged  in  a  war  agafnQ  France,  in 
confequence  of  the  moft  injurious  a(^s  of  violence  and  aggreflion 
which  they  have  rctpcrtively  experienced  from  that  couptry,  their 
above-mentioned  Majeflies  have  agreed  to  make  a  common  caufe  in 
this  war,  and  to  concert  together  on  the  means  of  providing  for 
their  mutual  defence  and  fafety,  as  well  as  for  the  general  interest 
of  Europe. 

Their  above-mentioned  Majefties,  in  confeqi'cncc,  have  named 
and  conftituted  for  this  purpofe,  to  wit,  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the 
moft  illuftrious  and  moft  excellent  Lord  William  Wyndham,  Baron 
Grenville  of  Wotton,  Privy  Counfellor  of  his  before-named  Ma- 
jefty, and  his  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  foreign  depart- 
ment ;  and  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  the  moft  illuftrious  and  moft  ex- 
cellent Lord  Philip  de  St. Martm,. Count  de  Front,  Gentleman  of 
the  Chamber  to  his  faid  Majefty,  Colonel  of  Cavalry  and  Dragoons, 
and  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  ;  who,  after 
having  duly  communicated  their  refpedlive  powers,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  articles : 

Art.  I.  His  Sardinian  Majefty  engages  to  keep  on  foot,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men, 
to  be  employed  for  the  defence  of  his  dominions,  as  well  as  to  adt 
againft  the  common  enemy  :  his  Britannic  ^Jajefty  engaging,  on  his 
fide,  to  fend  into  the  Mediterranean  a  refpc^tubie  fleet  of  fliips  of 
War,  to  be  employed,  accordingly  as  circumftances  ftiall  permit, 
againft  the  naval  forces  which  the  enemy  may  have  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  Their  before-named  Majefties  wil(  ultimately  concert 
as  to  the  deftination  and  employment  of  the  rtfpeCtive  forces  above 
mentioned. 

Art.  IL  His  Britannic  Majefty  engages  to  furnifti  to  his  Sardir 
nian  Majefty,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war,  a  fubfidy  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty  ;  which  fublidy  fljall 
be  paid  to  him  pundtually  every  three  months  in  advance,  to  be  rec- 
koned from  the  above  day. 

Art.  UL  His  Britannic  Majefty  engages  not  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  the  enemy,  without  coropiehending  in  ic  the  eutire  reftitution^ 
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to  his  Sardinian  Majedy,  of  all  the  parts  of  his  dominions  wbick 
belonged  to  him  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  of  which  the 
aforeiaid  enemy  has  obtained  poiTeffion,  or  of  which  h  may  hereafter 
obtain  polTedion  during  the  courfe  of  hoftilines.  In  return,  his  Sar- 
dinian Majeilj  win  continue  Hrmly  and  infeparably  united  and  at- 
tached to  the  common  caufe,  and  to  the  interefts  of  his  Britannic 
Maieftyy  in  this  war,  not  only  for  fb  long  time  as  the  war  ntatj  bt£t 
in  Italy,  or  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  £urope,  but  until  the  coockt- 
fion  ot  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 

Art.  IV,  If  one  or  other  of  the  two  high  contra£Ung  parties 
Ihall  happen  to  be  attacked,  moleded.  or  difturbed  in  any  of  his 
ci^ates,  rights,  pofleflSons,  or  interefts,  at  any  time,  or  in  whatever 
manner  it  may  be,  by  fea  or  by  land,  in  confequence  or  in  refcnt* 
msnt  of  the  articles  or  flipulations  contained  in  the  prcfent  treaty,  or 
of  the  meafurcs  to  be  taken  by  the  faid  contrading  parties  by  virtue 
of  this  treaty,  the  other  contradiftg  party  engages  to  foccour  him, 
and  to  make  common  caufe  with  him,  in  the  manner  which  b  fHpu- 
lated  by  the  above  articles. 

Art.  V.  The  prefcnt  treaty  fliall  be  ratified  by  both  parties,  and 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  iliall  take  place  in  the  fpace  of  two 
months,  or  fooner  if  poilible. 

In  faith  of  which,  we,  theunderfigned  Mlnifters  Plenipotentuiy 
of  their  Majefties  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  King  of  Sardi- 
nia, have  iigned  this  prefent  treaty,  and  have  caufed  to  be  affixed 
thereto  the  feal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  London,  this  15th  day  of  April,  1793. 

GtENVILLE.     (L.  S.) 

S.  Martin  de  Front*     (L.  S.) 


Convention  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Emprefs 
of  Ruflia.     Signed  at  London  the  25th  of  March,  1793. 

THE  pcrfons-who  have  exercifed  the  power  of  Government  in 
France,  after  having  plunged  their  own  country  into  the  moi! 
dreadful  miferies,  having  adopted  towards  the  other  powers  of  Eu-^ 
rope  meafurcs  equally  unjuft  and  offcnfive,  condu£hng  themfelves 
in  that  re{pc6t  by  principles  incompatible  with  the  fccurity  and  tran- 
quiility  ot  all  independent  ftatcs,  and  even  whh  the  exigence  of  all 
iocial  order  ;  and  having  a6tgally  rendered  themfelves  guilty  of  the 
mod  unjufl  and  injurious  aggreffion,  by  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
the  BritiCh  and  Ruflian  (hips  which  were  in  the  ports  of  France— an 
ftggrellion  followed  by  a  declaration  of  waragainft  his  Britannic  A&« 
jcfty,  and  his  ally  the  Republic  of  the  tfnited  Provinces ;  their 
Majefties  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Emprefs  of  all  the 
Rudias,  have  thought  proper  to  concert  together  upon  the  means  of 
oppofing  a  barrier  to  the  dangers  which  threaten  all  Europe  in  con* 
fequence  of  fuch  principles,  views,  and  condud. 

Their  Majefties  have,  therefore,  authorifed  their  refpcAivc  Mi- 
nifters,  to  wit,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the  moft  illuftriaus  and 
mof^  excellent  Lord  William  Wyndham,  Baron  Grcavillc  of  Woe- 
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•on,  one  of  his  Majefty's  Privy  Council,  and  his  principal  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  ;  and  her  Majefly 
the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Kuffias,  the  molt  illuftrious  and  moil  excel- 
lent Lord  Count  Simon  de  Woronzow,  Lieutenant  General  of  her 
Imperial  Majefly's  armies,  her  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minider 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  Knight  of  the 
orders  of  St.  Alexander  Newlky,  of  the  military  order  of  St.  George 
of  the  third  clafs,  and  of  St,  Vladimir,  Grand  Crofs  of  the  firft 
clafs ;  who,  after  having  communicated  to  each  other  their  refpec* 
dve  full  powers,  have  agreed  to  the  following  articles  : 

Art.  I.  Their  Majeftics,  in  conformity  to  the  ancient  ties  of 
friendihip  by  which  they  and  their  auguu  predeceiTors  have  been 
united,  and  which  they  are  deiirous  of  cultivating  and  extending  as 
much  as  poflible,  will  exert  all  their  endeavours,  and  will  concert 
together  ultimately  for  aflifting  and  fuccouring  each  other  mutually, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  in  order  to  procure  for  themfclves, 
at  the  peace,  that  fatisfa^ion  and  fecurity  which  they  have  a  right 
to  expedt,  and  to  guarantee  for  the  future  the  pubhc  tranquillity 
and  fecurity  of  Europe. 

Art,  II.  For  this  end,  their  Majeflies  engage  to  employ  their, 
refpedive  forces,  as  far  as  the  circumflances  in  which  they  may 
find  themfelves  (hall  permit,  in  carrying  on  the  jull  and  neceffary 
war  in  which  they  are  engaged  again (l  France ;  and  they  recipro- 
cally promife  not  to  lay  down  their  arms,  but  by  common  confent, 
without  having  obtained  reflitution  of  all  the  conquef^s  which 
France  may  have  made  upon  either  of  their  faid  Majedies,  or  upon 
fuch  other  of  the  powers,  friends  or  allies  of  their  faid  Majeities, 
to  whom  they  (hall  judge  proper  to  extend  this  guarantee  by  com- 
mon confent. 

Art.  III.  Their  faid  Majeflies  reciprocally  engage  to  ihut  all 
their  ports  againft  French  (hips,  not  to  permit  the  exportation,  in 
any  cafe,  from  their  faid  ports  for  France,  of  any  military  or  naval 
fiores,  or  corn,  grain,  fait  meat,  or  other  provifions ;  and  to  take 
all  other  meafures  in  their  power  for  injuring  the  commerce  of 
France,  and  for  bringing  her,  by  fuch  means,  to  juil  conditions  of 
peace. 

Art.  IV,  Their  Majcfties  engage  to  unite  all  their  efforts  to 
prevent  other  powers,  not  implicated  in  this  war,  from  giving,  on 
this  occafion  of  common  concern  to  every  civilifed  (late,  any  pro- 
tection whatever,  drredly  or  indire£tly,  in  confequence  of  their 
neutrality,  to  the  commerce  or  property  of  the  French,  on  the  fea, 
pr  in  the  ports  of  France. 

Art.  V.  Their  Majefties,  defiring  mutually  and  ardently  to  con? 
firm  and  confolidate,  as  much  as  poilible,  the  friendihip  and  union 
now  fublifling  between  them,  and  to  proteft  and  extend  the  com- 
merce between  their  refpedtivc  fubje£ts,  will  authorife  their  Mini- 
ilers  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  the  formation  of  a  definitive  ar- 
^ngemcnt  for  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce.  In  the  mean 
time,  and  until  that  happy  work  can  be  effeded,  they'  have  agreed 
to  renew,  provifionally,  the  treaty  of  1766,  by  a  preliminary  agree- 
ment of  the  fame  date  with  this  Convention,  and  exchanged  in  like 
manner  between  the  above-mentioned  Miniilers. 

Art.  VI.  His  Britannic  Majefty,  and  her  Imperial  Majefly  of 
all  the  Ruilias,  engage  to  ratify  the  prefent  Convention ;  and  the 
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ratifications  thereof  (hall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpacc  of  three  month.% 
or  fooncr  if  it  can  be  done,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the 
lignature. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  underfigned  Plenipotentiaries  of  ihcir 
Majeftics  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Emprels  of  all  the 
RulBas,  have  figncd  the  prefent  Convention,  and  have  caufcd  the 
fcals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  London,  the  25th  day  of  March,  1793. 
Grenvil'lf.     (L.S.) 
s.  comte  woronzow.      (l.  s.) 


Convention  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Empress 
of  Ruffia.     Signed  at  London  the  S5th  of  March,  1793- 

THEIR  Majeftics,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Emp-efe 
of  all  the  Rulfus,  equally  convinced  of  the  importance  and  advan- 
tage to  the  two  monarchies  of  the  cxtcnfion  of  the  commerce  which 
has  hitherto  fubfiilcd  between  their  refpedlive  fubjeds,  hare  ac- 
knowledged the  necclllty  of  immediately  providing  for  this  object  by 
preliminary  ftipulations,  till  a  definitive  arrangement  for  a  treaty  at 
commerce  can  be  agreed  upon  between  the  two  Crowns.  For  this 
purpofe,  they  have  chofcn  and  authorifcd,  viz.  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty, the  mort  illuftrious  and  moft  excellent  Lord  William  Wvnd- 
ham.  Baron  Grenvillc  of  Wotton,  one  of  his  Majefty *s  Privy 
Council,  and  his  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  afiairs; 
and  her  Majefty  the  Emprels  of  all  the  Rullias,  the  moft  illuftrious 
and  moft  excellent  Lord  Count  Simon  V\''oronzow,  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral of  the  armies  of  her  faid  Imperial  Majefty,  her  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Miiiifrcr  Plen?pott«,tiary  to  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
and  Knight  of  the  orders  of  St.  Abxiindcr  Newflcy,  of  the  military 
order  of  St.  George  of  the  thiitl  clafs,  an  J  of  St.  Vladimir,  Great 
Crofs  of  the  ftrft  clafs ;  who,  after  coinn)uiiic;;ting  to  each  other 
their  full  powers,  aiiJ  findin;^  tKrm  to  be  in  ^ooA  and  due  form, 
have  acfrctd  upo-i  the  followinor  arnclcs  : 

Art.  I.  The  trtarv  of  frier. :!!l/ip,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
concluded  at  St.  Pctcrfbi»ri::h  in  the  j-ear  1766,  between  the  two 
monarchies,  (liall  refume  it:  force  an  J  activity,  which  fliali/rontinue, 
in  all  the  claufes  and  ftipulations,  during  the  Ipace  of  tirpe  hereafter 
fixed  ;  and  the  two  high  contracting  parties  engage  to  employ  them- 
felves,  in  the  interval,  in  the  arrani^cment  of  a  new  treaty  of  com- 
merce, for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring,  in  a  permanent  mmner,  what- 
ever may  tend  to  confolidate  and  to  extend  the  commerce  and  the 
navigation  of  the  Britifti  and  Ruflim  fubje(5ts.  In  confcquencc 
whereof,  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  all 
the  RuHias,  engage  and  promifc  reciprocally  to  execute,  obfcrve, 
and  accomplifli,  in  all  points,  the  above-mentioned  clauics  and  fti- 
pulations of  the  treaty  of  commerce  of  the  year  1766,  as  if  they 
'were  infertcd  here  word  for  word,  and  in  the  fame  manner  in  which 
they  were  executed,  obferved,  and  accompliflicd,  before  the  jax 
X787,  being  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  the  faid  treaty,  with  a- 
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Ccption  only  of  thofe  alterations  which  arc  agreed  upon  by  the  prc- 
fent  a<5t,  and  which  will  be  mentioned  in  the  following  articles  : 

Art.  II.  The  College  of  Commerce  being  no  longer  a  court  of 
juflijce,  lawfuits  and  other  affairs  of  Engliih  merchants,  eftabliflied 
in  Ruflia,  fhall  be  judged  and  regulated  by  the  tribunals  cftablifhed 
fonthis  purpofe,  .in  the  fame  manner  as  is  pra6lifed  with  regard  to 
other  nations  who  have  treaties  of  commerce.  In  return  for  which, 
the  Ruffian  fubjedls,  eftabliflicd  in  England,  fliall  be  under  the  ju- 
rifdidiion  of  the  fame  tribunals  before  which  the  affairs  of  other 
nations  are  brought,  who  have  treaties  of  commerce  with  England. 

Art.  III.  Her  Imperial  Majcfty  of  all  the  Rullias,  in  continua- 
tion of  the  encouragement  which  flic  has  uniformly  granted,  in  her 
ilates,  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  £riti(h  fubjeds,  engage* 
that  they  fliall  enjoy,  in  her  ports  on  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  fea  of 
.Azoph,  all  the  advantages  and  diminutions  of  cuftom-houfe  duties 
which  arc  fpecificd  in  the  6th  article  of  the  edict  preceding  the  ge- 
neral tariff  of  the  year  1782,  and  which  is  of  the  following  tenor: 

"  Although  this  general  tariff  is  to  ferve  alfo  for  all  our  ports 
fituated  on  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  fea  of  Azoph,  we  however  di- 
ininifh  in  the  faid  ports,  by  one-fourth  part,  the  duties  fixed  in  this 
tariff,  in  order  to  encourage  commerce  for  the  utility  of  our  fubjedls, 
and  of  the  nations  with  which  we  (hall  flipulate  reciprocal  advantages 
in  this  refpe^t,  in  compenfation  for  the  privileges  which  thofe  na- 
tions fliall  grant  to  our  commerce,  excepting,  however^  from  thi»  ^ 
diminution,  the  merchandize  fpecificd  by  name  in  the  prefcnt  tariff, 
»s  liable  to  pay  the  fame  duties  in  the  porta  of  the  Black  Sea,  as  in 
the  other  cuftom-houfes  of  our  empire,  as  alfo  thofe  for  which  the 
prefent  tariff  fixes  particular  duties  in  the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea.*' 

Art.  IV.  The  prefcnt  arrangement  of  commerce,  on  which  their 
Majeflics  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Eraprcfs  of  all  the  Ruf- 
iias,  arc  agreed,  and  by  which  they  confirm  the  whole  of  the  treaty 
of  1 766,  the  alterations  above  agreed  upon  excepted,  fliall  fubfift  and 
be  obligatory  during  the  fpace  ot  fix  years,  this  term  being  fully  fuf- 
ficient  for  coming  to  a  definitive  agreement  on  all  the  ilipulations  of 
anew  treaty  of  commerce,  calculated  to  perpetuate  and  to  extend 
the  advantages  of  their  refpe6live  fubjcdls.  The  high  contradtine 
parties  engage,  in  confcquencc  of  this  a6l,  to  provide,  in  ihe  mo5 
effectual  manner,  and  according  to  the  fonn8.,cflabliflicd  in  each  of 
the  two  countries,  for  the  entire  execution  oF/all  that  is  ftipulated, 
without  the  Icaft  reftridtion. 

Art.  V.  His  Britannic  Majefty,  and  her  Imperial  Majcfly  of  all 
the  Ruffias,  engage  to  ratify  the  prefcnt  ad ;  and  the  ratifications 
thereof  fliall  be  exchanged  within  the  fpace  of  three  months,  or  fooncf , 
if  it  can  be  done,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  {ignature.^ 

In  witncfs  whereof,  wc,  the  undcrfigncd  Plcnipolentiaries  .of  their 
Majcfties  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
have  figned  the  prefcnt  Convcntion,\and  have  caufed  it  to  be  fealcd 
'Vrith  our  arms.  *-'"*' 

Done  at  London,  the  ajth  day  of  March,  1793. 
Grenville,     (L.  S.  ) 

S.  CoMTE  WORONZOW,      (  L,  S.  )  . 
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TreatV  between  His  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  Lanc^gzave 
of  Hefle  Caflei.    Signed  at  Caflel  the  loth  of  April,  1793- 

BE  it  known  to  thofe  whom  it  may  concern » that  Hit  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  Serene  Hi^hnefs  the  LandgraTc  of 
He^  Caflei,  in  confidcration  of  the  ftri6t  ties  which  unite  the  inte- 
reft  of  their  refpedivc  Houfes,  and  having  judged  that,  in  the  pre- 
fent  iituation  of  affairs,  it  would  contribute  to  the  reciprocal  wel£are 
of  Great  Britain  and  of  HeiTe,  to  cement  and  flrengthen,  by  a  new 
treaty  of  alliance,  the  connexion  which  fubiifls  between  them,  hb 
Britannic  Majcfiy,  in  order  to  regulate  the  objeds  relattve  to  this 
alliance,  has  thought  proper  to  fend  to  Caflei  the  right  honourable 
Thomas  Earl  of  Elgin  and  of  Kinkardine,  Baron  Bruce  of  Kinrofs^ 
his  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  ;  and  his  Serene  Highnefs  has  nomU 
nated,  on  his  parr,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  the  Baron  Maurice  Fre- 
derick, of  Munchaufcu,  his  a€tual  Minifter  of  State,  PrivjrCoun- 
iellor,  and  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Lion,  and  his  IMrec- 
tor  of  the  College  and  Treafury  of  War ;  and  John  Francis  Kunc- 
kel.  Privy  Counfellor  of  War  ;  who,  being  furniChed  with  the  nc- 
ceflary  full  powers,  have  agreed  to  take  for  bafis  of  the  pre(ent  treaty, 
the  treaties  which  were  formerly  concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  Hefle,  to  adopt  fuch  parts  of  them  as  may  be  applicable  to  the 
prefent  circumflances,  or  to  fettle  by  new  articles  thofe  pmnts  which 
It  may  be  neceflary  to  regulate  otherwife.  Every  thing,  which  ihaU 
sot  otherwife  be  fettled,  fhall  be  deemed  fubfifling  in  full  force,  in 
the  manner  exprefled  in  the  above-mentioned  treaties  ;  and  as  it  is 
not  poffible  to  fpecify  each  parricular  cafe,  every  thing  which  fliall 
not  appear  to  be  determined  in  a  precife  manner,  either  in  the  pre- 
fent treaty,  or  in  the  former  treaties,  (hall  be  fettled  with  ec|ui^ 
and  good  faith,  in  conformity  to  the  fame  principles,  which  u  is 
agreed  on  both  fides  to  adopt,  for  the  regulation  of  fuch  caies,  whe- 
ther during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  or  after  its  condufioa. 

^  Art.  I.  There  (hall  be  therefore,  in  virtue  of  this  treaty,  between 
his  Majefly  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  Serene  Highnefs  the 
Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflei,  their  fucccflbrs  and  heirs,  a  {hi£tfriend- 
ihip,  and  a  flncere,  Arm,  and  conflant  union,  fo  that  the  one  ihall 
conllder  the  i^iterefls  of  the  other  as  his  own,  and  fliall  flrive  to  pro-  • 
mote  them  with  good  faith,  as  much  as  poflible,  and  mutually  to 
prevent  and  remove  all  diflurbance  and  injury. 

Art.  n.  With  this  view,  it  is  agreed,  that  all  the  former  trea- 
ties, efpecially  thofe  of  guarantee,  fliall  be  deemed  to  be  renewed  and 
confirmed  by  the  prefent  treaty,  in  all  their  points,  articles,  and 
claufes,  and  fliall  have  the  fame  force,  as  if  they  were  herein  iniert- 
ed  word  for  word,  in  as  much  as  the  fame  is  not  derogated  horn  by 
the  prefent  treaty. 

Art.  III.  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  defiring  to  fe- 
cure  for  his  fervice  in  Europe  a  body  of  the  troops  of  the  Serene 
Landgrave,  and  his  Serene  Highneis,  wifliing  for  nothing  more  than 
to  give  his  Majefty  real  proofs  of  his  ftrong  attachment  for  him,  en- 

fages,  by  virtue  of  this  article,  to  keep  in  rcadinefs  forthb  purpofe, 
uring  the  fpace  of  three  fucceflive  years,  reckoning  from  the  diayof 
the  flgnature  of  the  prefent  Iteaty,  a  body  of  eight  thou&nd  men,  as 
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%vcll  infantry  as  cavalry,  or  chaileurs,  including  officers.  Th'ii 
corpt  fhall  be  completely  equipped,  furnifhed  with  tents,  and  all 
neceiTary  equipage  ;  in  a  word,  (hall  be  put  upon  the  beft  poffiblc 
footing,  and  nobody  (hall  be  admitted  into  it  but  men  capable  of 
fcrving,  acknowledged  as  fuch  by  the  Commiflary  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty.  This  corps  Ihall  march  in  twodivifions:  the  firfl,  con- 
fifting  of  fourthoul'and  men,  fliall  be  compofed  of  a  corps  of  infan* 
try  with  the  artillery  men,  and  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  Formerly, 
the  fignature  of  treaties  preceded,  for  fome  time,  the  period  of  the 
requifition  for  the  march  of  the  troops ;  but  as,  in  the  prefent  cir<* 
cumflances,  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft,  the  day  of  the  (ignature  of 
the  prefent  treaty  is  deemed  to  be  alfo  the  period  of  the  requifition, 
and  the  firft  divifion  of  four  thoufand  men  iliall  be  in  readinefs  to 
pafs  in  review  before  the  Commiflary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  on  the 
8th  of  next  month,  and  to  begin  its  march  the  following  day  for  the 
place  of  its  deftination.  The  fccond  divifion,  confiiling  alfo  of  four 
thoufand  men,  and  compofed  of  a  corps  of  infantry,  of  a  battalion  of 
chaileurs,  and  of  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  fhall  be  in  readinefs  to 
pafs  in  review  the  5th  of  June,  and  fhall  be  ready  to  march  in  eight 
weeks  from  the  day  of  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  even 
.  fooner,  if  it  is  poilible.  Thcfe  troops  fliall  not  be  feparated,  unleis 
the  caufe  of  war  flioyld  require  it,  but  fliall  continue  under  the  orden 
of  their  Heffian  chief,  under  the  command,  however,  of  the  Gene- 
ral to  whom  his  Britannic  Majefly  fliall  entrufl  that  of  his  whole 
army;  and  the  fecond  diviiion  flmll  only  be  conducted  to  thofe 
places  where  the  firfl  fliall  be,  unleis  it  fliould  be  contrary  to  the  plan 
of  operations. 

Art.  IV.  Each  battalion  of  infantry  of  this  corps  of  troops  fliall  be 
provided  with  two  field  pieces,  and  the  officers,  cannoneers,  and 
other  men  and  equipage  attached  to  them. 

Art.  V.  In  order  to  defray  the  ezpences  to  which  the  Serene 
Landgrave  fliall  be  put,  by  equipping  the  above-mentioned  corps  of 
eight  thoufand  men,  his  Majefly  the  King  of  Great  Britain  promifes 
to  pay  to  his  Serene  Highnefs,  for  each  horfeman  or  dragoon  pro- 
perly armed  and  mounted,  80  crowns  banco,  and  for  each  foot  fol- 
<Uer  30  crowns  banco.  This  levy  money  for  the  firil  divifion  fliall 
be  paid  fifteen  days  after  the  fignature  ot  the  prefent  tr^y.  With 
regard  to  the  levy  money  for  the  fecond  divifion,  one  naif  thereof 
fliall  be  paid  on  the  8th  of  next  month,  and  the  other  half  on  the 
day  on  which  the  fecond  divifion  fliall  begin  its  march.  The  levy 
money  fliall  be  paid  for  the  fame  defcription  of  perfons  for  whom  it 
was  given  in  the  former  alliances. 

Art.  VI.  Befides  what  is  flipulated  in  the  preceding  article;  his 
Majefly  the  King  of  Great  Britain  engages  to  caufe  to  be  paid  annu- 
ally, during  the  three  years  that  this  treaty  fliall  lafl,  a  fubfidy  and 
an  half,  fixing  the  fum  according  to  the  cuflom  eflabliflied  for  the 
fubfidies  in  the  former  treaties.  This  fubfidy  fliall  commence  from 
.  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  this  treaty,  and  it  fliall  be  paid  at  the  rate 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  crowns  banco  per  annum, 
the  crown  being  reckoned  at  fifty-three  fols  of  Holland,  6r  at  four 
ifaillings  and  nine  pence  three  farthings  Englifli  money. 

When  the  laid  troops  fliall  be  fent  back  by  his  Britannic  Majefly, 
from  the  day  of  their  return  into  the  territories  of  his  Serene  High- 
Mcft|  till  the  expiration  of  the  treaty,  the  fubfidy  fliall  be  cominued 
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upon  the  fame  footing  of  225,000  crowns  banco  per  annurtiT  TTse 
payment  of  this  fubfidy  fliall  be  rcgulariy  made  without  any  deduc- 
tion, and  quarterly,  in  the  town  of  Caflll,  into  the  military  trca- 
fury  of  the  Serene  Landgrave  authorifed  to  receive  it  :  and  ia  caie^ 
on  cither  iide,  it  ftiould  be  judged  expedient  that  the  number  of  the 
corps  of  troops  (liould  exceed  eight  thoufand,  the  fubGdy  (hall  be 
pn>portionabiy  augmented,  unlels  it  fliall  be  otherwifc  agreed  upon. 
xlis  Majcfly  (Iiall  continue  equally  to  this  corps  the  pay  and  ocbcF 
emoluments  during  the  remainder  of  the  month  in  which  it  fliall  rc- 
pals  the  frontiers  of  Heffc,  and  arrive  in  the  territories  of  his  Serene 
Highnefs,  that  is  to  fay  Hclfc,  properly  fo  called. 

Art.  VII.     With  regard  to  what  relates  to  the  pay  and  allowances^ 
both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  of  the  faid  troops,  during  the  time 
that  they  Ihall  be  adually  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  agreed, 
that,  as  long   as  they  (hall  ferve  in  the  empire,  they  IhaH  enjoy  tbc 
fame  advantages  and  emoluments  which   his   Majefly  grants  to  his 
German  troops,  according  to  the  efFcftive  cftablilhment  of  the  (kid 
corps  of  troops  at  the  time  of  their  bemg  delivered,  which  (hall  be 
verified  by  a  liil  fiened  by  the   refpedlive  Miniftcrs  of  the  high  con- 
traftin?  parties,  wnich  ihall  have  the  fame  force  as  if  it  were  inferted 
word  for  word  in  the  prefent  treaty.    During  the  time  that  they  (haU 
be  employed  in  the  Low  Countries,  they  Ihall  be^reated  in  the  abo%-c- 
mentioned  refpeft,  upOn  the  footing  of  Dutch  troops ;  it  being  un- 
dorftood  that  in   both  cafes,  that  is  to  fay,  in  that  of  the  German 
pay,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  Dutch,  the  allowances  Ihall  not  be  in- 
ferior to  what  was  granted  in  former  wars ;  and,  if  the  nature  of  the 
war  ihould  require  that  thofe  troops  fhould  ferve  in  different  conn* 
tries  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  from  thofe  above  mentioned,  thcv 
ihall,  in  that  cafe,  be  put,  in  every  refped,  oif  the  fame  footing  witk 
the  moft  favoured  of  his  Majcfty's  auxiliary  troops. 

If  it  fhall  happen  that  they  (hould  be  employed  in  Great  Britain,  or 
in  Ireland,  as  foonas  the  notification,  in  Aich  cafe,  (hall  be  made  to 
the  Serene  Landgrave,  they  (hall  be  put  on  the  fame  footing,  in  every 
refped,  as  the  national  Britifh  troops. 

All  thefe  allowances  for  thofe  troops  (hall  be  paid  into  the  military 
treafury  of  his  Serene  Highnefs,  without  any  abatement  or  diminu- 
tion, in  order  to  be  diftributed. 

Art.  VIII.  If  it  (hould  unfortunately  happen  that  fomc  regiments 
or  companies  of  the  corps  above  mentioned  (hould,  by  any  acci- 
dents, be  wholly  or  partially  ruined  or  dcftroycd,  or  that  the  pieces 
of  artillery  or  other  effeds,  with  which  it  may  be  provided,  (hould 
be  taken  by  the  enemy,  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Biitain 
will  pay  the  expences  of  the  ncceffary  recruits  and  remounting,  as 
alfo  the  value  of  the  faid  field  artillery  and  effe<5ls,  in  order  fp^dily 
to  reftore  the  artillery,  regiments  or  companies  to  their  former  llate  ; 
and  thofe  recruits  (hall  Hkewife  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  as 
thofe  which  were  furni(hed  to  the  Heflian  officers,  in  virtue  of  the 
fifrh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1702,  in  order  that  the  corps  may  be 
always  preferved  and  fent  back  hereafter  in  as  good  (late  as  that  in 
which  it  was  delivered  ;  and  the  recruits  annually  nece(rary  (hall  be 
delivered  to  the  Engli(h  CommilTary,  difciplined  and  completely 
equipped,  at  the  place  of  their  dcftination,  at  tlie  tiaic  which  hi» 
Britannic  Majefty  (hall  appoint* 
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Art.  IX.  It  will  depend  upon  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  retain  thk 
corps  of  troops  in  his  fervice  all  the  time  of  the  duration  of  this  treaty, 
1:0  make  ufe  of  them  in  any  part  of  Europe  where  he  may  have  occa- 
iion  iiT  them,  provided  it  be  not  on  board  the  fleet,  frofti  the  time 
of  its  quitting  the  territories  of  the  Serene  Landgrave  ;  and  when  his 
Majcfty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  (hall  think  proper  to  fend  back  the 
faid  troopi,  he  fhall  give  three  months  previous  notice  to  his  Serene 
Hi;^hncfs,  and  (liall  make  him  an  allowance  of  a  month's  pay  for  their 
return,  fu'-nifhing  them  alfo  with  the  neceflary  means  of  tranfport,  . 
gratis. 

Art,  X.  KI^  Britannic  Majefty  promifes  to  attend,  as  much  aa 
poflible,  to  the  fafety  of  the  dominions  and  pofleflions  of  his  Serene 
Highnefs,  and  to  diredl  the  military  operations,  as  much  as  circum- 
-ftances  may  permit,  in  fuch  manner  that  the  country  of  his  Serene 
Highnefs  may  be  covered  and  fpared  as  much  as  poflible.  If,  how- 
ever, notwithiianding  the  precautions  which  (hall  be  taken  with  that 
view,  the  country  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  (hould  be  invaded  by  the 
enemy,  on  account  of  this  alliance,  and  the  prefent  treaty,  his  Bri- 
tannic Majeiiy  (hall  endeavour  to  procure  to  the  country  of  his  High- 
nefs the  Landgrave  an  indemnification  proportionable  to  the  lofs  oc- 
cafioned  thereby,  according  to  what  has  been  formerly  done  on  fimilar 
cccafions. 

Art.  XI.  The  (ick  of  the  Heffian  corps  (hall  remain  under  the  care 
of  their  own  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  other  perfons  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  under  the  command  of  the  General  commanding  the 
corps  of  thofe  troops,  and  ever}'  thing  (hall  be  granted  to  them  which 
is  granted  to  his  Majefty's  own  troops. 

Art.  XII.  All  He(rian  dcferters  (hall  be  faithfully  reftorcd,  as  ot 
ten  as  they  fliall  be  difcovered  in  places  dependent  upon  his  Britannic 
Majefty.  ^  • 

Art.  XIII.  In  confideration  that  the  article  of  recruiting  becomes 
daily  mpre  expenfive  in  Germany,  on  account  of  the  numerous  armic« 
which  are  there  kept  on  foot,  and  that  the  vacant  pay  is  regarded  as 
the  principal  fund  to  defray  that  expence,  it  is  aereed,  that,  at  the  re- 
view to  be  made  in  fpring,  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  by  the 
CommifTary  of  his  Britannic  Maiedy,  the  corps  ought  to  be  complete, 
or  the  pay  of  thofe  wanting  to  complete  (hall  be  retained  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  -the  pay  of  thofe  who  may  be  wanting  from  one  fpring  review  - 
to  the  next,  fliall  not  be  retained,  but  (hall  be  allowed  without  abate- 
ment, as  if  they  were  complete;  and,  inftead  of  what  was  formerly 
paid  for  recruiting,  in  the  room  of  one  killed  or  three  wounded,  it  is 
agreed,  that,  without  diftindion,  each  man  furniihed  (hall  be  fupplied 
at  the  rntc  of  tv/elve  crowns  banco  a  head,  under  the  exprefs  condi- 
tion, hjwever,  that  what  is  here  agreed  on,  (hall  only  regard  the  re- 
cruiting, which  is  the  obje^  in  this  article. 

Art.  XIV.  AH  the  expences  of  tranfport  for  the  troops,  as  well 
for  the  men  as  for  their  etFe<fis,  (hall  be  defrayed  by  his  Britannic  Ma-    ' 

Art.  XV.     The  fituation  of  affairs  having  entirely  changed  its  af- 

peft  fince  the  commencement  of  this  negociation,  it  is  ftipulated,  that 

jf  his  Britannic  Majefty  (hould  find  that  he  has  not,  in  the  prefent  mo- 

^  ment,  occafion  for  the  above-mentioned  corps  of  troops,  and  that  his 

Majefty  (hould  counteunand  their  march  before  the  term  fixed  for  the 
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revievrofthefirftdivifion;  in  that  cafe,  hi^iMajefty  Ihall  be  bound  to 
pay  to  his  Serene  Highaefs  the  levy  money  foj;  the  whol^  corps  of  8000 
jncn,  and  a  double  fubfidy,  for  one  year  only ;  that  is  to  fey,  300,000 
crowns  banco,  which  (hall  be  inilead  of  the  different  (lipulacions  con* 
taihed  in  the  above  fourteen  articles.  The  payment  of  the-levy  money 
ihall,  in  fuch  cafe,  be  made  on  the  6th  of  next  month,  and  that  of  the 
fubfidy  in  quarterly  payments,  in  one  year, .  reckoning  from  the  date 
of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty,  -But  it  is  expre&ly  agreed,  that^ 
in  the  mean  time,  this  article  (hall  in  no  degree  fulpcnd  either  the  prc» 
parations  or  the  payments,  which  it  has  been  agreed  on  each  fidfe  10 
•make. 

Art*  XVI.  This  treaty  (hall  be  ratified  by  the  high  contraAing 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  (hall  be  exchanecd  as  ibon  ai 
poffible.  In  witnefs  whereof  we,  the  under  figned,  authoriied  by  the 
lull  power  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  on  one  fide,  and 
of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  reigning  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel,  on  the 
pther,  have  figned  the  pre'fent  trea^,  andhaveth^retcrputtht  feabof ' 
pur  arms.  •    ' 

Done  at  CajQfel,  the  loth  of  April,  1 793^ 

Elgin,      (L.  S.) 

Mauritz  Fred.  B.  db  Mukchait^xii,    (IaS,^ 

Jean  Francois  Kunci^ells,    (LL^]^*: 


THE    END.# 


